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Stop in and see us!

2109 Murray Road, Estherville IA
WE’VE MOVED!

 712-362-0319

NICOLE TIFFT
nicole@cornerstoneinsuranceservice.com

SHANNA CARLIN
shanna@cornerstoneinsuranceservice.com
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GO WHERE 
YOU’RE 
TREATEDBEST

Jeffrey Robinson
712-362-7200 | jeff@capitalpro.com

Jeffrey Robison
712-362-7200

jeff@capitalpro.com

Securities offered through Intercarolina Financial Services Inc. SITCSIPC
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Cover

A descendant of Estherville’s namesake, Esther 
Ridley, recently visited town and dropped off 
this photo of memorabilia to the Emmet County 
Historical Museum. See story on Page 16.

CHRISTMASCollections

Dana Moeding | 622 Central Ave | Estherville, IA 51334 
712-209-1285 | danamoeding@icloud.com

Monday closed
Tues   Fri  10–5

Sat   10–3
COLLECTIBLES

KADILLAC

We sell Hot Wheels, Redline Hot Wheels, 
Precision Tractors, Sports Figures, G.I. Joe, 

Johnny Lightning, White Lightning, Nascar 
Mirrors, Beer Neon Signs and much more.

BLACK WALNUT,  OAK, ASH
cutting boards & more!

MOEDING CUSTOM MILLING

SHOP ESTHERVILLE
Stop in at your Estherville Ace Hardware Store and get help with all your 
Christmas gift and decorating needs. 
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“FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE”...
NORTHSTAR BANK & AGENCY

NORTHSTAR AGENCY
Offers Full Service Insurance Products

Insurance Products are not a deposit, not FDIC Insured, not insured by any Federal Gov’t Agency. 
Not guaranteed by the bank, may go down in value.

NORTHSTAR BANK
Offers Full Service Banking Services

2202 Central Ave. 362-3322101 N. 6th St. 362-2641 We offer repair, remodeling, and 
new home construction.

We also offer drain 
and sewer cleaning.

Keith & Dan both hold 
a Master license in 
Plumbing, HVAC, 

Refrigeration, 
and Hydronic. 
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GET THE 
PROBLEM 
FIXED RIGHT

THE FIRST TIME

Mike Cell 380-2981 | Edith Cell 380-2982  
www.clarkenrealtors.com | clarkenrealty@gmail.com

OFFICE:
303 Central Ave.
Estherville, Iowa
362-4332

Remember we are a 
full service Real Estate 
Company. We can auction 
your personal property 
and we have moving 
trailers to help you move 
into your new home!

Residential
Commercial

& Farm

“The Spouses 
Selling Houses”
Mike 
2011

Edith 
2013

Excavating • Demolition • Dozing • Rock
Gravel • Sand • Black Dirt • Crushed Concrete

Business
Offc. 712-864-3640
Cell. 712-260-6202
FAX. 712-864-3146

Michael Sjoblom, Pres.
sjoblom@iowatelecom.net

P.O. Box 50
Armstrong, IA 50514

415 S 18th St. • yourrwc.org •      regionalwellnesscenter
712-362-3950

2209 Murray Road, Estherville, IA



6 HH DECEMBER 2022 H OUR HOMETOWN 

Author Amy Daws found inspiration in the waiting room of a tire shop; she wrote a 
story about it  — that story is being made into a movie coming to a screen near you 

By Amy H. Peterson
Staff Writer 

Amy (Danielson) 
Daws, an 
Estherville 

native now living in 
Sioux Falls, said quitting 
her day job to become 
a full-time author was 
a dream come true, but 
then things fell a little, 
well, flat. 
“Just when I thought 

I had the world by the 
balls, I hit the dreaded 
writer’s block,” Daws 
said. 
As an independent au-

thor, household errands 
fell to her and one was 
taking the vehicle to the 
tire shop. “Then one day, 
I took my car in for new 
tires at the tire shop and 
magically blasted out 
like 5,000 words in their 

fabulous waiting room. 
It was incredible; com-
plimentary coffee that 
was actually delicious, 
comfortable seating, free 
cookies, friendly staff. 
I had found my mother 
ship!” Daws said. 
Never tiring of writing 

in the shop, Daws took 
her friend’s car in, and 
her sister’s. 
“So what if the oil 

change took 40 min-
utes and I was there for 
six hours? My author 
community was cheer-
ing me on. One even 
wrote a fan fiction piece 
about me, complete with 
its very own cover!” 
Daws said. That sto-
ry is “Complimentary 
Coffee,” A Love Story 
by Kayti McGee. 
As Daws got her 

whEEls aND 
pagEs kEEp 
oN tuRNiNg
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writing mojo back, 
things became wilder. 
Some friends sent a fake 
invoice to her house 
for excessive consump-
tion of complimentary 
drinks and snacks. Then 
best-selling author Jana 
Aston had pizza deliv-
ered to Daws at the tire 
shop, causing eyebrows 
to raise as if they were 
on a hydraulic lift. 
Then, the whole situ-

ation deflated as Daws 
was out of sisters, 
friends, and casual 
acquaintances who both 
needed an oil change 
or tires and would give 
Daws their car keys. 
However, after speak-

ing to a friendly tire 
shop employee, Daws 
received a message from 
the store’s general man-
ager, Gary. 
“…please reach out 

next time you come in; I 
would love to meet you. 
Also, you are complete-
ly welcome to spend as 
much time in the store as 
you want. I heard about 
some crazy note written 
on our letterhead and I 
can assure you it wasn’t 
from me.” 
Pothole, uh, crisis 

averted. Daws became 
the tire shop’s first ever 
Writer-in-Residence. 
The situation blew 

up on BuzzFeed, and a 
Fox television station 
in Arizona interviewed 
Daws on the air. “It was 
real trippy,” Daws said. 
Daws’ agent asked her 

why she wasn’t writing a 
romantic comedy about 
her experience. Premise: 
a romance author con-

suming free coffee and 
a hot mechanic? That’s 
when the rubber hit the 
road; the story flowed 
out of Daws in 13 days. 
Here’s the blurb: 

“When romance writer 
Kate Smith suddenly 
suffers writer’s block 
as she begins the lat-
est installment of her 
hit international series 
‘Bed n Breakfast,’ she’ll 
do almost anything to 
regain her inspiration. 
Like sneaking into the 
Tire Depot waiting room 
because your words flow 
right there like compli-
mentary coffee: smooth, 
sweet, and really hot. So 
she takes the ingenuity 
to go unnoticed until the 
sophisticated and charm-
ing mechanic, Miles 
Hudson, notices the pe-
culiar ginger in and out 
of the exclusive employee 
entrance. But she’s too 
intriguing to tell. Putting 
his idea to the test for his 
new book seems to be a 
better option.” 

The splash of writing 
and publishing the book 
happened in 2018. 
In 2023, the story will 

be released as a mov-
ie. The story includes 
a meet-cute in the tire 
shop. A meet-cute is 
shorthand for two ro-
mantic partners meeting 
and getting together 
in an adorable way. 
Passionflix, a stream-
ing service for romance 
movies, is turning it into 
a rom-com, a romantic 

comedy, but with some 
spice. 
Daws said the romance 

sub-genre of her books 
is somewhere between 
a Hallmark movie or 
Nicholas Sparks novel 
and those with more sub-
versive content like 50 
Shades of Grey. It isn’t 
erotica, which focuses on 
the intimacy; in a Daws 
novel, the characters 
explore life together. 
There are spicy scenes, 
however. 

Daws said the 
romance sub-genre 
of her books is 
somewhere between 
a Hallmark movie 
or Nicholas Sparks 
novel and those with 
more subversive 
content like 50 Shades 
of Grey. It isn’t 
erotica, which focuses 
on the intimacy; in 
a Daws novel, the 
characters explore life 
together. There are 
spicy scenes, however. 
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MLS®

Blum-Leonard Insurance & Real Estate
418 Central Ave. • Estherville, IA 51334 • 712-362-7272

  www.blumandleonard.com  |  www.blumandleonardrealestate.com

INSURANCE:  
Nancy Danielson, Lori Keeler,  
Cody Newgard, Dave Rowley
REAL ESTATE:  
Dave Spurgin, Broker

A full service agency with an  
experienced and qualified staff for all 
your insurance and real estate needs.

Insurance & Real Estate

“I don’t let my grandma 
read my books, and I 
don’t want her to watch 
the movie,” Daws said. 
Passionflix celebrated 

its fifth anniversary in 
September 2022. 

Daws said every story 
in every genre has a love 
story in it. 
“I think about those 

action-packed movies 
supposedly geared to-
ward men, but every one 

has a love story in it,” 
Daws said. 
Daws spent two weeks 

in Atlanta last month 
for auditions and film-
ing. The total process 
for making the film 
was three weeks. Daws 
said it is somewhat of a 
low-budget production, 
but that has more to do 
with filming most of the 
movie on the Passionflix 
soundstage and the 
efficiency of their oper-
ations. 
“The romance genre is 

huge. Romances are the 
highest-selling books,” 
Daws said. 
Romance readers are 

passionate about the 
characters and stories 
they read, Daws said 
Passionflix does its best 
to honor the storyline 
from the book. 

Daws discovered this 
summer a whole other 
part of the independent 
romance author busi-
ness she enjoys – at-
tending conferences. 
Passionflix is a sponsor 
of PassionCon, a con-
vention of romance 
writers, publishers and 
fans. Attendees of the 
event held annually in 
Los Angeles are called 
Passionistas. Among the 
events held in May was a 
pajama party for attend-
ees to watch a few, fea-
tured Passionflix movies. 
The party was hosted 
by Passionflix founder 
Tosca Musk, sister to 
Tesla and Twitter mogul 
Elon Musk. 
Musk told reporters 

in June, “Most of the 
time people look down 
at romance—there is 
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personalized funeral services | burials & cremations | preplanning options | flexible payment options

Funeral 
Preplanning
for Peace of Mind

Funeral preplanning will save your loved ones the stress and expense of making important decisions in 
their time of grief. Call today for more information or to arrange your preplanning consultation, and 
ensure your final arrangements are carried out according to your wishes.

Henry Olson
Funeral Home & 
Crematory

401 N. 7th St.
Estherville, IA
712-362-0035
www.henryolsonfuneral.com

apparently something 
radical in having female 
desire as a main theme—
and they don’t think 
romance is intellectual 
enough. I think that is 
wrong. Romance is about 
validating emotions. It’s 
about removing shame 
from sexuality. It’s about 
uplifting stories.” 
Daws said, “Romance 

gets a bad rap. What I 
love about books, and 
what my audience loves 
about books is that love 
story.” 
As she packed for 

Atlanta to be part of 
the process of her book 
transferring to screen, 
Daws said, “I look 
forward to watching this 
process unfold.” 
Daws said she is excit-

ed by and grateful for the 

experience. 
“I honestly still can’t 

believe this is happening. 
Hearing real actors recite 
my written words in au-
ditions was crazy-intim-
idating and my imposter 
syndrome is flaring up, 
but I’ll mask it with hu-
mor like a professional,” 
Daws said. 
Madison Lawlor 

plays Kate and Andrew 
Biernat plays Miles in 
the movie. Lawlor was 
born in Rapid City, 
South Dakota and has 
starred in “An American 
Girl Story: Maryellen 
1955-Extraordinary 
Christmas,” “Holiday 
(2018),” “Daddy 
Issues,” Follow your 
Heart,” and Juniper.” 
Biernat is a romance 
movie regular who has 

also played in “Aileen 
Wuronos: American 
Boogeywoman,” “Cereal 
Killer,” “NCIS: Los 
Angeles,” and in the 
soap opera, “The Bold 

and the Beautiful.” 
Wait with Me is di-

rected by Colleen Davie 
Janes with cinematogra-
phy by Richard Crudo. 



10 HH DECEMBER 2022 H OUR HOMETOWN 

SHOP ESTHERVILLE
Brey’s brings beauty to holiday homes 

Brey’s on Seventh is ready for the holidays and open for Winter Nights, Holiday Lights 
By Amy H. Peterson

Staff Writer 

Dan and Sandy Breyfogle 
were setting up for 
the holidays when the 

Estherville News caught up with 
them on a recent morning. Brey’s 

on Seventh carries such a variety 
of enjoyable and beautiful items, 
Sandy said, “People come in on 
a night like [the Winter Nights, 
Holiday Lights event Dec. 1] and 
they say, ‘I had no idea you car-

ried this,’ or ‘I would never have 
guessed there was so much stuff 
here.’”
The Breyfogles plan their own 

night this month where guests can 
come in to sample local wines and 

Dan and Sandy Breyfogle at Brey’s on Seventh are ready for the holidays.
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deck the halls withdeck the halls with COZY NEW FURNITURECOZY NEW FURNITURE

12 month interest free financing available
 through Synchrony!!

Mon.-Sat: 9AM-5PM
1331 Central Ave.   |   Estherville   |   jensenstores.com   |   (712) 362-2697

Amish
Impressions

Let Jensen Stores 
help you with your complete 

home improvement needs Power 
Recliner 

with
Creature Creature 
FeaturesFeatures

Power 
controls & USB 

ports

Furniture
Flooring
Mattresses
Area Rugs

Home Decor
Accessories
And More!
Two huge 
showrooms 
of furniture!

Jackson Hole 
FireplacesFireplaces

Keep warm and 
watch TV

look around. Brey’s on Seventh carries numer-
ous items from local authors, creators, artisans 
and musicians. 
 “All of this is weather permitting, of course,” 

Dan said. 
Brey’s on Seventh is located in the former 

radio shop that was owned and operated by 
Dan’s father. The address is 18 N 7th Street, 
Estherville, Iowa. 

Call 641-420-9941. 
December Hours: 

Wed.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 9:30 a.m. -2 p.m.
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SHOP ESTHERVILLE

Sleep, dine and 
wine at Little 

Swan Lake Winery
By Amy H. Peterson 

Staff Writer 

Diane Benjamin of Little Swan 
Lake Winery says a winery 
getaway is its own experience. 

Located just six miles west of Estherville 
(a mile and a half north of Superior), the 
winery is celebrating its 20th year in busi-
ness. The addition of the bed & breakfast 
in 2011 means overnights, weekends and 
longer stays are possible. From tastings 
in the remodeled 1920s barn to overnight 
stays, gourmet cheeses and buffalo meat, 
Benjamin said the winery is its own expe-
rience to relax and enjoy the beauty of the 
lake. 

Diane Benjamin said husband Scott 
Benjamin is working on new wines cur-
rently, which should be available in the 
next few years depending upon how well 
they age. 

The event room hosts live music 
year-round. After the New Year’s Eve 
party, January and February schedules 
include Sunday performances. Until then 
Saturdays and Sundays have performers 
booked and menus planned for an after-
noon or evening of fun. 

The Benjamins were once music 
teachers; their standards for performers 
coming in are high. The first weekend 
of November featured a jazz combo for 
Sunday evening. Diane said they try to 
bring in a variety and there are several 
area regular groups who cycle in and out 
through the year. 

The bed & breakfast was built into a 
renovated grain elevator. Two rooms and 
a suite accommodate couples, singles, or 
a small group. A tour of the bed & break-
fast rooms revealed the Swan Room, with 
an en suite whirlpool hot tub, the Buffalo 
Room, with a deep soaking tub, and the 
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Lake Suite, with two 
bedrooms, a bathroom, 
wet bar/kitchen area and 
a common room with 
refrigerator, microwave 
and dining table. There’s 
also a common area near 
Swan and Buffalo with a tv, 
refrigerator, seating area, 
and books and games. 

The rooms are decorated 
in rustic style. Benjamin 
said the suite has been 
used for girls’ weekends, a 
getaway for two couples, or 
family birthday or anni-
versary weekends, while 
the rooms are reserved for 
couples as well. A balcony 
overlooks Little Swan Lake 
and allows guests to watch 
the bison walking around 
in the prairie. 

“Guests receive a compli-
mentary bottle of wine each 
evening, and we serve a 
three-course breakfast each 
morning,” Benjamin said. 

409 Central Ave | Estherville, IA  
 712-362-3745  

www.acehardware.com

one-stop shop

Gifts & Decorations
CHRISTMAS 

Brey’s 
    On Seventh

Just In!Just In! Christmas 
Gifts

18 N 7th St | Estherville, IA | 641-420-8821

December HoursDecember Hours
W-F 9:30 am to 5 pm
Sat 9:30 am to 2 pm

Wouldn’t you rather say Wouldn’t you rather say 
you got it at you got it at Brey’s?Brey’s?

Address: 1350-230th Ave., Estherville, Iowa
Phone: 712-858-4592 or 712-380-0001
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ELC Fourth Graders Participate in BRIGHT Brigade Project

M
rs. McKenzie 
Peta’s fourth 
grade class at 

Demoney Elementary 
School is participating in 
the BRIGHT Brigade. 

BRIGHT stands for be-
nevolent, radiant, inclu-
sive, genuine, helpful, and 
tactful. The acronym rep-
resents the culture of the 
group, as fourth graders 
are learning what these 

words mean and working 
to be role models who 
exemplify these traits. 

The main objective of 
the BRIGHT Brigade proj-
ect is to spread kindness, 
positivity, and smiles 
throughout Demoney 
Elementary. Fourth grad-
ers are achieving this goal 
through morning greet-
ings, notes of positivity, 
and pinning a cheerful 

message using clothes-
pins. They’re also working 
on social skills to directly 
relate to social-emotional 
wellbeing. 

Mrs. Peta and her fourth 
graders are the first 
class to participate in 
the project at Demoney 
Elementary.

“I am so excited about 
this new focus for my 
class,” said Mrs. Peta. 

“Introducing the power of 
positivity at a young age 
is important, as it shows 
students the impact of 
kindness. I think that em-
phasizing the culture we 
want to see before they 
get a little bit older will set 
our fourth graders up for 
success.”

The BRIGHT Brigade 
students will also be in 
charge of the sunshine 

SPOTLIGHT

“Introducing the power of positivity at a young age is important, as it 
shows students the impact of kindness.”-McKenzie Peta



DECEMBER 2022 H OUR HOMETOWN HH 15

BRAKES • TIRES • Oil Change
Suspension • Alignment 
Ac SERVICE • Propane • WiperS 

712-362-7429

 8 am to 5 pm • Mon. - Fri  
6 am by apt only • 102 South 1st 

Street • Estherville, IA 51334

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRCOMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

over 150 years 
of experience!

www.srautoandtire.com

104 S. 17th Street  
Estherville, Iowa

Owners:
Trace & Lesli Iverson

INMANINMAN
ELECTRICELECTRIC

& Downtown Antiques

712-362-2203
 15 S 6th St | Estherville, IA | 51334

Drop off UPS and FedEx packages in our store to ship 
out free of charge. 

SPOTLIGHT
cart, which is full of small 
gifts to pass on to teachers 
throughout the school. 
So far, the students have 
decided to fill the cart 
with Takis, Kinder Joys, 
Gushers, and Zebra Cakes. 
After learning about the 
importance of listening to 
others, the class reached 
out to teaching staff and 
asked about their pref-
erences via survey. The 
survey responses rep-
resented the desire for 
chocolates, nuts, chips, 
soft drinks, and water.

Mrs. Peta and her class 
want the cart to be as in-
clusive as possible, which 
is why they want to know 
what others would like to 
see in the cart. 

The Demoney 
Elementary fourth grader 
BRIGHT Brigade would 
like to thank the ELC 
Foundation for the gen-
erous donation and for 
filling up the sunshine 
cart for the first time. The 
BRIGHT Brigade partici-
pants are hoping to form 
additional community 
partnerships with area 
businesses and com-
munity members who 
would like to contribute 
monetary gifts or snacks 
on a monthly basis for the 
sunshine cart. If you have 
an interest in partnering 
individual or through your 
organization please con-
tact Mrs. Peta at Demoney 
Elementary 712-362-2181. 
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Esther’s 
branches 
extend 

across the 
country 
Descendant of 

Esther Ridley visited 
Estherville

Esther Ridley
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Memorabilia to go 
to Emmet County 
Historical Museum

By Amy H. Peterson 
Staff Writer 

Esther Ridley was a founder of 
Estherville, the first woman to 
settle here. She braved the winds, 
weather and loneliness and is bur-
ied at Oak Hill Cemetery. Candy 
Harris of Medford, Oregon was 
looking through family records 
one day earlier this year. She said 
as a bonus baby of her family, all 
of her grandparents were already 
gone by the time she was born. 
“I didn’t really know that much 

about the older branches of my 
family,” Harris said. 
An old family Bible led her to find 

out that there was a town named af-
ter her great-grandmother, Esther. 
With an RV journey to Florida in 
the works, Harris knew a trip to 
Estherville was a must. 
This fall, Harris saw her great-

great grandmother’s headstone 
for the very first time. Candy, her 
husband, and another couple trav-
eled in two RVs from Oregon via 
Estherville on their way to their 

destination in Florida. Candy said 
it was exciting to see the informa-
tion about her famous ancestor, 
Estherville’s namesake. Candy 
left behind numerous items of 
memorabilia related to Esther, in-
cluding Esther’s teaching certifi-
cates, postcards and photographs 
from Estherville and from trips 
to Spencer, Carroll, Sioux Falls, 
Huron, and to San Francisco, 

California. 
Harris said, “I’m grateful to see 

Estherville, to make the connec-
tions to my family, and for how 
kind everyone here was.” Harris 
and her traveling crew camped 
in their RVs at Little Swan Lake 
Winery. The memorabilia will go 
to the Emmet County Historical 
Museum. 

CUTLINE: Candy Harris, great-great grand-
daughter of Esther Ridley 

Also many photos of memorabilia. 
And a double-portrait of Esther and Candy in BW

This Estherville 
Enterprise news-
paper published 
Wednesday, April 
10, 1912 features 
the obit of one of 
the town’s early 
settlers, Almira 
Ridley.
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SHOP ESTHERVILLE

Kadillac Collectibles 
carries the gift that’s 

hard to find 
Dana Moeding of Kadillac Collectibles helps gift-
givers find special memories and future treasures 

By Amy H. Peterson
Staff Writer 

Shoppers look-
ing for the one 
perfect gift for a 

loved one could look at 
Kadillac Collectibles. 
Dana Moeding has spent 
nearly 25 years search-
ing for what’s hard to 
find, and stocking his 
downtown Estherville 
store with his discover-

ies from NASCAR min-
iatures to Hot Wheels 
to precision tractors to 
pedal toys, model cars 
and more. Moeding’s 
experience allows him 
to use precision mathe-
matics to land a winning 
bid on auction sites for a 
product he can sell local-
ly at the right price. 
Moeding also has 

gifts for the sports fans 



DECEMBER 2022 H OUR HOMETOWN HH 19

Doug Wagner 
Financial Advisor 
712-362-7744

Kristia F Pollock 
Financial Advisor 
712-362-7744

®

120 N 7TH ST | ESTHERVILLE, IA 51334
EDWARDJONES.COM

• Free Delivery in 1-2 Days • Online Ordering Available • 
• Ask about our Copier Leasing Programs •

All Your 
Office Supply Needs 

With One Call.

Gary Ettesvold
Account Manager

Office & Online Services
507-343-2001 - Office

507-360-5334 - Cell
gettesvold@1officesolution.com

hoping for just the right 
things. From signed 
helmets to mini-helmet 
replicas to framed photos 
to jerseys. 

Moeding buys from 
individuals, through 
buy/sell/trade pages on 
social media, through 
newspaper ads and from 

toy shows. Moeding 
moved his store from the 
mini-mall to the corner 
of 7th and Central Ave. 
earlier this year, and 

said the move has been 
life-changing. Moeding 
is also a dealer for his 
son’s custom milling 
items.  
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Distilling fun and family memories 
Century Farms Distillery’s magic turns corn into whiskey 

By Amy H. Peterson 
Staff Writer 

Not long ago, 
Estherville na-
tive Katie Kardell 

brought some whiskey 
samples to a meeting of the 
Estherville Rotary. Kardell 
brought mixes of blackberry 
lemonade and something that 
tastes like an Old Fashioned 
for locals to try. Drawing on 
her teaching background, 

Kardell gave a lesson in 
distilling. Kardell is market-
ing director of Century Farms 
Distillery in Spencer. 

In addition to purchasing 
finished whiskey, local grow-
ers can be part of a process 
of making a unique batch of 
corn whiskey. 

“The farmer brings in 45 
bushels of corn. We do a 
tour of our facility. We walk 
through all of the different 

parts and pieces, and wel-
come them to be part of the 
Century Farms family. After 
they leave, we record our 
process of turning corn into 
whiskey,” Kardell said. 

It can be a fun, family event. 
“Families come in and have a 
bottling party. When families 
come in they bottled and 
labeled and just had a good 
time hanging out for a while, 
and they can do 20 bottles or 

they can do 100 bottles. A lot 
of times they say they’re go-
ing to be there for an hour and 
then they stick around for two 
hours because they’re having 
so much fun. We really like 
to get families involved in the 
whole process,” Kardell said. 

Everything happens on site 
and no one else touches the 
corn. 

“We grind the corn, and it’s 
about 20 feet from my desk so 

Katie Kardell explains the process of making corn into whiskey while her mom, Micki Erickson, left, helps distribute 
samples.



DECEMBER 2022 H OUR HOMETOWN HH 21

SPRUCE UP YOUR COZY HOME

2303 Murray Road, Estherville, IA 51334   •  712-362-5996

Stylish & dependable locks to 
secure your home

Gate hinges, locks & 
springs

We have more than 
handy-man gifts!
Shop for the special cook in 

your life!

I put headphones on to make 
sure I can still hear at the end 
of the day,” Kardell said. 

The corn shoots across and 
is dropped into the mashing 
bay and is mixed. 

“This is important because 
some people say, ‘Oh, I really 
like bourbon, but I don’t like 
whiskey. What you’re saying 
is you like bourbon, but 
maybe you don’t like rye – 
whiskey is this big umbrella,” 
Kardell said. 

After the corn goes through 
the mashing bay, it’s assem-
bled into a recipe that’s not 
unlike making banana bread, 
Kardell said. 

“Once it has gone through 
the mashing and all the liquid 
is extracted, we have a farmer 
who comes and picks up all 
of our distillers grain. He has 
happy cows right here in the 
area because we don’t have 
anywhere to store any of that 
grain. Then it goes into fer-
mentation,” Kardell said. 

Century Farms distillery is 
nearly the only one in the area 

that’s known to make corn 
into whiskey, and Kardell said 
the distiller is confident in 
this knowledge because most 
other distilleries make large 
batches. 

“Every facility is running 
big stills that are making 
batches at least 10 barrels 
or more. Ours was designed 
to do just 45 bushels, which 
makes three barrels,” Kardell 
said. There are currently 27 
distilleries in the state of 
Iowa. 

The distilled liquid goes 
into a square tank that spins 
around quickly so the distiller 
can guarantee the corn whis-
key in it is both small batch 
and single barrel. 

“You will know exactly 
where it came from and ex-
actly where it’s been. So from 
that fermenting bay, we move 
to distillation process. The 
process is the same scientific 
way they’ve been doing it 
forever,” Kardell said, noting 
the only difference is the 
copper pipes pull out all of 

the sulfates so the whiskey is 
smoother. 

Workers also clean the tanks 
and pipes to remove sediment 
between runs of whiskey or 
vodka. 

The finished corn whiskey 
that’s 125 proof is rapid aged 
in about three months over 
oak chips and with a carbon 
treatment on it. Rapid aging 
helped the distillery become 
solvent at its start because the 
slow aging process creates an 
unprofitable time of waiting. 

“You have to get through 
those first four years before 
you really are putting enough 
product out,” Kardell said. 

The 125 proof – nicknamed 
Moonshine – is meant to be a 

cocktail mixer. Kardell said it 
will stand up against anything 
paired with it. 

“People are finding, though, 
that if you like bourbon, 
you’ll like corn whiskey a lot, 
too,” Kardell said. 

The corn comes from coun-
ties throughout the area – the 
samples Kardell brought to 
Estherville were from Cerro 
Gordo, Marshall, Clay, and 
Pocahontas counties. 

Personal family corn 
whiskey is one gift; a private 
label is another. Whether for 
business, family, a special 
occasion, or anything else, 
Century Farms Distillery 
will prepare a special run and 
special label. 

“People are finding, though, that if you 
like bourbon, you’ll like corn whiskey a 
lot, too.”

—Katie Kardell
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SHOP ESTHERVILLE

Jensen Stores provides big-
ticket gifts with a big bow 

Memorable meals and cushioned bottoms are two experiences available at Jensen Stores

Jensen Stores will 
celebrate 100 years 
in business in 2023, 

and Duane Schnell has 
been there for roughly 
half that time. For 45 
years, Schnell said he 
has seen trends come 
and go, and the tried and 
true here to stay. Living 
rooms are still centered 
around the big com-
fy couch with today’s 

sofas offering durability, 
reclining seats, and more 
power. 
“USB ports and power 

connections are integral 
to sectionals and sofas 
now, and everything 
operates by power,” 
Schnell said. Jensen 
Stores displayed large, 
neutral groupings with 
sturdy coffee tables and 
fall décor. Jensen Stores 

carries a full line of 
motion and stationary 
furniture from Flexsteel, 
La-Z-Boy Comfort 
Studio, and several other 
brands.
Dining sets are also 

sturdy and adaptable 
to casual or a family’s 
more dressy gatherings 
with just a change of 
tablescapes. Mission 
style, farmhouse style, 

and neutrals with fine 
woodwork finishes 
adjust to fit a large or 
small number of guests 
for Thanksgiving and 
more. Amish style is also 
available at the store in 
both dining room and 
bedroom furniture. 
Jensen Stores is located 

at 1331 Central Ave. in 
Estherville. Call 712-
362-2697

Duane Schnell shows a dining room display.
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Upcoming Events
December 

EVENTS 

1 – Winter Nights, Holiday Lights, Tuba Christmas, United 
Methodist Men pancake supper

2-3 Madrigal Dinner, Iowa Lakes Community College 

4 Holiday Concert Iowa Lakes 

4 Many Voices Choir

4 Peterson Point fundraising concert, Ingham Lake Bible Camp

10 Christmas at the Farm, Peterson Point Farmstead

11 Iowa Lakes Ring in the Season Holiday Concert 

11 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe – St. Patrick’s 

12 ELC Holiday Band Concert – First and Second grades at 
Demoney Elementary, Middle School and High School bands 

and choirs at Janice K. Lund Performing Arts Center

24 Christmas Eve

25 Merry Christmas 

27 Estherville News Office closed

31 New Year’s Eve Party – Little Swan Lake Winery

January 

EVENTS 

1 Happy New Year 

19-20 Iowa Lakes Jazz Competition 

26-27 Iowa Lakes Show and Jazz Choir Festival
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WE SPECIALIZE IN LARGE & DIFFICULT TREE PROJECTS!

THATE’S
TREE SERVICE

Joe Thate
MN-4410A

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE

24 hour

ESTIMATES
free

Our ISA Certified Arborists 
and a complete line of 
equipment can service all 
your tree needs.

800.225.8733 | WWW. THATETREE.COM | FULLY INSURED

HAVE AN “IMPOSSIBLE” JOB?

PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE FOR ALL PROPERTIES: 
Commercial •Residential •Agricultural 

THATE’S TREE SERVICE

TRIMMING
1977

proudly

since
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WE BUY, SELL & 
TRADE DAILY!
Family Owned & Operated

www.carzcentral.net 
827 W. Central Ave.

 Estherville • 712-362-5300 Jay Iverson & Clair Iverson

Bring us your vision...and we’ll print it into reality!

Logos
Brochures
Flyers
Engraving

Invitations
Posters
Awards
Business Cards

Trophies
Postcards
Banners

Printing Services

ESTHERVILLE
PRINTING COMPANY

620 Central Ave | Estherville, IA | 362-4803 
www.esthervilleprinting.com | eprint@esthervilleprinting.com

Thank you for deciding to

YES! We can print the file you’re buying on Esty
or the file you create on your home computer!

Did you know? 
The Halfa Presbyterian Church was organized 

Oct. 30, 1901 and in 1902 they built a church. A 
minister from Eagle Grove would come up on the 
train in the morning, hold an early afternoon ser-
vice and then in late afternoon, ride the train back 
to Eagle Grove. 
When automobiles arrived and it became easier 

to travel, attendance began to drop as Armstrong 
and Ringsted each had a Presbyterian Church. In 
the 1920s and 1930s, the minister from Gruver 
served three churches with early morning services 
at Gruver and Maple Hill and at Halfa in the eve-
ning. The Halfa church closed in the late 1940s and 
Maple Hill was closed in the early 1950s.
Halfa had a consolidated school which was built 

in 1916 at a cost of $25,000. It was a brick building 
with grades 1-12 and even boasted a high school 
basketball team.

—Emmet County Ghost Towns and Other Towns
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Parting 
SHOT Photo by David Swartz
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esthervillecommunications.com
855-859-3363  |  712-765-1000

INTERNET DIGITAL TV VOICE BUSINESS 

DON’T MISS OUT!
REGISTER FOR FIBER.

Summer is winding down, and so is our construction season. Don’t miss your opportunity to get 
fi ber optics at your home or business – it’s free! Fiber optics are the future of the industry and will 
keep you connected for decades to come – register today!

By registering for fi ber, you are only indicating that you want fi ber brought to your home or business 
– there are no other commitments! Once fi ber construction is complete, you will have the option to 
sign up for Internet, voice and digital TV services from Estherville Communications or stay with your 
current provider. Of course, we hope you’ll choose us!

The fi ber optic process will happen in 
four phases: 

THE PLAN

Phase I: Business Corridor – construction 
is complete

Phase II: North of Hwy 9 & East of Des 
Moines River – Spring 2023 
GRUVER COMING SOON!

Rural 
Phase:

Entire Estherville Exchange – 
Summer/Fall 2023

Phase III: Remainder of the Estherville 
Community – Fall 2023, Spring 
2024

Phase I

Phase II

Rural Phase

Phase III



Call or visit us online to register for fiber today! Once 
the ground freezes, our construction season will end 
for the winter – don’t miss your chance to get fiber!
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