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By Eric Cravey
Managing Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — In the months of
planning to spend $1.4 million to buy and
renovate the old Fred Davis Buick dealer-
ship building, Paul Holman’s business plan
bumped into the city’s Gateway Corridor
ordinance.

First approved in 2007 and updated in
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2012, the Gateway Corridor was designed
to improve the city’'s aesthetic appeal and
reduce blight along Orange and Idlewild
Avenues. Corridor guidelines govern the
types of businesses allowed and prohibited
in these areas of the city. At a town hall
meeting held April 29, attended by about
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QUIETT SOARS
Middleburg athlete brings
home state title -SPORTS

Residents review the overlays known as the Gateway Corridor — the areas in red on the map -at
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The last dairy
farm to close

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

LAKE ASBURY — When Sue Campbell
left for her first semester at Florida
State University, she thought she was
leaving life on a dairy farm behind.

ers,” Campbell said. “I never really
thought about [getting back into dairy].
[ wasn't opposed to it, I liked living the
rural lifestyle.”

After graduation, Sue moved to
Jacksonville and worked as a medical
technologist. She got married, had two
children, and then divorced. After that
she met Jerry Campbell, the two got
married and moved to St. Johns

“l'grew up on a farm, my father and |
my grandfather were both dairy farm- §
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Sue and Jerry Campbell stand across the fence from a group of their remaining dairy cows on
their farm near Green Cove Springs. The Campbells' dairy farm is the last in Clay County and they
SEE DAIRY, 2 expect to have all their cows sold by June of this year.

the April 29 town hall meeting at Green Cove Springs City Hall.

Delays and tension
Spring Park
contractor again
misses deadline

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — The Spring Park
pool project made up the bulk of a four-
hour meeting of the Green Cove Springs
City Council Tuesday evening, after the
project’s contractor, Core Construction,
failed to meet another deadline and will
begin to incur additional liquidated dam-
ages.

Assistant City Manager Mike Null, who
has been the cily's representative for the
project since its inception, presented the
council with evidence that Core still has
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Emergency management officials, pastors to meet

By Jesse Hollett
Stalf Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — After Hurricane
Matthew moved by the East coast of Flor-
ida last October, community organizations
began to coordinate with state and federal
relief agencies to assist in cleanup opera-
tions across the affected areas.

In Clay County, government cleanup or-
ganizers realized they faced a challenge in
rallying faith-based volunteers to help with
long-term relief. To remedy the problem,
county disaster officials and community-

based organizations are urging pastors and
other faith-based organizations to attend a
May 25 roundtable
al the Clay County
Emergency Opera-
tions Center.
Agencies such as
the American Red
Cross typically stay
for around a week
after a natural di-
saster depending on
the severity of the
damages. After that
point, there is an un-

Andre’ Van Heereden

derstanding that, from there, local secular
and faith-based community organizers will
take over the remaining duties involving
rehoming, cleanup and resource acquisi-
tion.

Following Hurricane Matthew, it was
clear that faith-based system needed some
work.

“In hurricane Matthew, there were very
few local volunteers who actually stepped
up to help,” said André Van Heerden, with
the Clay SafetyNel Alliance, a nonprofit
network.

“We had to bring groups in from out of
state to help do the immediate recovery af-

ter the storm. Fortunately, in Clay County
we weren't that hard hit, but the ideal is to
have the faith-based leaders ready teams
together that can be available after the
storm to fundraise for victims who don't
have insurance or their deductibles are too
high or if ever there is any individuals who
aren’t able to pay for their own repairs.”
The SafetyNet Alliance, which recently
changed its name from the Mercy Network,
is working to mobilize pastors and other
organizations to attend the May 25 event.
Van Heerden aided in cleanup efforts fol-
lowing the storm, but said turnout among
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County, and then Jerry was transferred to
Washington, D.C. where they would live for
a short time before Sue’s father called and
made them an offer that would change the
course of their lives.

“I grew up in Ohio, and when I got out of
the Navy, I was in Florida,” Jerry said. “It
was the first time in my life I'd ever been
warm. [ thought, Tm not going back up
there, I'll just stay in Florida.™

That plan worked until he was trans-
ferred to Washington, but after living in
the city in the early 1980s, with small chil-
dren, he started to think about raising his
children in a more “wholesome” place.

Sue’s father had started a dairy with
Sue’s sister and her husband, after that
sister moved on, he called Sue and Jerry
and offered to sell them a dairy farm.

“Her dad really wanted to keep it in the
family so he asked us first to see if it was
something we'd be interested in,” Jerry
said. “It was a business opportunity to
return to Florida. I felt that I had enough
business experience to tackle my own
business, but also I just wanted to return
to Florida.”

After a visit to the farm, and a promise
to his wife that he would make it home for
dinner every night, Jerry applied for a loan
1o buy the farm.

“l was ignorant of what I was getting
into, and I'm glad [ was because I probably
wouldn't have done it if I had known about
dairy,” Jerry said. “I went in to a farmer’s
credit union to get a loan, they reviewed it
and talked to us and his comment was that
he was going to approve the loan because
[ was a businessman and not a dairyman.”

The credit union had made several de-
faulted loans to dairymen and were start-
ing to see dairy farms as less of a farming
operation and more of a business as dair-
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A group of dairy cows at Sandridge Dairy LLP walks near housing occupied by the dairy’s six
employees on a recent sunny afternoon. After operating the farm for 35 years owners Jerry and
Sue Campbell expect to have all their cows sold by June.

ies were growing in size and the industry
had changed from the time when Sue’s fa-
ther started his first dairy with 30 cows.
After the loan came through, Sandridge
Dairy LLP was born.

Jerry, used to managing people, not
cows, had to start from scratch.

“The first thing I did was learn how to
milk a cow,” he said. “After that, I learned
how to breed a cow, then I learned how to
build a fence and to drive a tractor. I was
involved in all aspects of it [at the time]
because we couldn’t afford to hire people.”

After getting their start, the business
continued to grow, they eventually bought
another dairy operation in Jacksonville in-
creasing their herd from about 400 cows to
around 900, and after 10 years in opera-
tion, Jerry paid back his loan.

“It was tough, we were profitable, but
we didn’t get rich,” Jerry said. “It was not
until we got the debt paid off that we could
start breathing.”

[t was in the early 1990s that govern-
ment regulation of dairy farms began to
change, which tightened environmental
regulations, especially for farmers with

more than 700 head of cattle. In an effort
to reduce the economic impact of meeting
these regulations, where their 900 cows
would need to meet the same requirements
of a dairy with as 10,000-plus cows, they
scaled their herd back to 700.

Through the years, the Campbells
watched as other area dairies closed down,
but they stayed in operation. When they
bought the farm in 1982, they estimated
that there were about 60 dairy farms in
Northeast Florida, and four in Clay Coun-
ty. For the last decade, the Campbells
have been the sole dairy producer in Clay
County, and one of about five remaining
in Northeast Florida. In September 2013,
Gustafson's Dairy in Green Cove Springs
sold its 3,267-acre dairy and processing
plant to Belleview, Fla.-based Southeast
Milk after putting it up for sale in 2004.

They maintained their dairy business
through the 1990s, up until about 2013
when they started selling about 100 cows
a year as part of an initiative to phase out
their herd and focus on the cemetery and
funeral home they established on their
property next to Russell Baptist Church off

Sandridge Road between Lake Asbury and
Green Gove Springs.

Now, down to about 300 cows with
more going to a Michigan dairy this week,
The Campbells expect to sell their entire
herd by this June.

“We should’'ve got out a few years ago,
but we've got some really good long-term
employees,” Jerry said. “It finally reached
a point where we had to do it from an eco-
nomic standpoint.”

Al their peak, the Campbells employed
11 people on the farm, now six remain, in-
cluding the farm's manager George Cum-
mings who Jerry considers a pivotal figure
in their operation. The employees live in
manufactured homes on the property, and
have set up a life around the dairy farm.

“We couldn’t have done this without the
faithfulness of the employees we have,”
Sue said. “These guys and girls have been
wonderful and that was one of the hard-
est parts, was knowing their life is going to
change. They like that rural lifestyle. To me
that's been the hard part is knowing it will
really affect their lives.”

Though they may see some change, Jer-
ry has already started thinking of ways to
keep their loyal workers around.

“We're going to try to bring some of
them into the cemetery, I don’t think there
will be a problem in placing the employ-
ees,” he said.

As for the 320 acres of dairy property,
the Campbells have already started receiv-
ing offers from developers, but haven't
considered any so far. “When the time is
right to sell it or lease it we'll know,” Sue
said.

“I feel like we've lived successful lives,
we're happy and content, and our kids all
lead happy lives,” Sue said. “It was a good
way to raise our kids. They would tell you
that they love the freedoms they had, and
that the rural upbringing was good. When
you live in a city you don't have a horse in
your backyard.”
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Chamber Foundation awards 16 scholarships

ORANGE PARK — The Clay County
Chamber Foundation awarded 16 scholar-
ships to Clay County High School students
— the greatest number since its founding
in 1991 — at its annual awards luncheon
at the Thrasher-Horne Conference Center.

Margaret “Molly” Urnek of St. Johns
Country Day School was awarded $2,000.
Maxwell Adolph of Orange Park High,
Brandon Becar and Lauren Eckert, both of
Fleming Island High, Hope Miller of Rid-
geview High and Elisabeta Smith of Clay
High each received $1,000.

Ridgeview High senior Daniel Olis was
presented the $2,000 David K. Robertson
Scholarship. Defense Acquisition Univer-
sity sponsored two STEM Scholarships and
Acquisition, Training & Logistics scholar-
ships this year, each for $1,000. The STEM
recipients were Dylan Strunz of Oakleaf
High and Joshua Velez of Keystone Heights
High. The Acquisition, Training & Logistics
award winners were Kaitlyn Gates of Oak-
leaf High and Thomas McClymont of Or-
ange Park High.

Each year, the Chamber’s Clay Wom-
en's Empowerment Council raises money
to contribute to a Clay County nonprofit
organization. The Council donated $2,000

Ead

It was nothing but smiles at the recent scholarship presentation made by the Clay County Chamber of Commerce Foundation. The scholarship
committee received more than 100 applications at the same time Foundation and Chamber officials raised record levels of funds to increase the

number of awards given this year.

to the Chamber Foundation, which was
matched with $1,000 from the Finally Fri-
day Networking Group to award a $3,000
scholarship to Hailey Brackin of Flem-
ing Island High. VyStar Credit Union gave
three $1,000 scholarships to students in
its Academy program. Honorees are Sava-
na Balaguer of Middleburg High, Bridgett

Flanagan of Orange Park High and Daniel
Piner of Fleming Island High.

The 2017 Scholarship Committee re-
ceived more than 100 applications, which
were evaluated in a blind review process
that concealed applicant name, gender and
school.

The Clay County Chamber of Commerce

Foundation Scholarship Program was cre-
ated in 1991 to recognize academically
talented high school seniors and to give
financial support for their college-level
studies. The scholarship fund depends
on fundraisers and members who pay an
added amount in voluntary contributions
as part of their annual dues.
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not reached substantial completion on the
project. Null proposed the council vote (o
enforce —as was agreed upon in a contract
drafted in late February with Core — begin
collecting $1,000 per day liquidated dam-
ages until the project is finished.

Core President Jay Chung was at Tues-
day's meeting after being absent at the
council's April 18 meeting. Chung disputed
Null's report to the council.

“The reason I'm here today is because
in the previous meeting I believe you all
had been hearing one side of the story so I
came to enlighten you in exactly what's go-
ing on,” Chung said as he took the podium.

Chung went on to provide a reason
why each item on Null's list has not been
completed, many times blaming Null him-
self for, in Chung's opinion, delaying the
project. From his perspective, he and his
team are behind schedule because of the
city. City Manager Danielle Judd spoke up
in support of Null.

“I think that some of the things that
we've heard tonight, I would just say that,
from what I've seen I don’t think that's what
occurred,” she said following Chung’s com-
ments. She then addressed the letter writ-
ing campaign started by Core Construc-
tion’s attorneys as they got close to their
deadline in April when the city would start
collecting liquidated damages of $500 each
day — except Sundays — until completion.

“I don’t think it's productive to go back
and forth, I think at the end of the day
we're just interested in getting the project

done,” Judd said.

Chung was quick to respond.

“My attorney would not be having this
letter campaign had we not had this liquid
damage,” he said. “Liquid damage was to
me not really necessary, it didn't make us
work any faster. We would’'ve done what
we've done oul there without liquid dam-
age. | mean liquid damage is very antago-
nistic.”

Chung continued, becoming notice-
ably more hostile, and attempted to justify
the letter-writing campaign his attorneys
started with the city.

“As long as [collection of liquidated
damages] continues our attorneys will
fight back and we'll maybe have to hash
it out legally, but that's all I have to say,”
Chung said.

Chung left the podium and walked out
of the council chambers.

Judd, later in the meeting, discussed

the letters they have been receiving.

“I'm tired of being threatened quite
frankly, it’s childish,” she said. “I've never
in my 30 years of management ever had to
deal with a situation like this with anybody
on any project.”

After a long pause to reflect on the
discussion that had just taken place, the
council voted 4-1 to approve Null's report
and impose liquidated damages of $1,000
per day retroactive to April 29. Council
member Van Royal again dissented saying
he believes the imposition is unnecessary
since the damages are already outlined in
the city’s contract with Core.

Later in the meeting, council members
addressed Chung’s statement about the ne-
cessity of the damages.

“I certainly disagree with Jay,” Royal
said. “I think that he has moved quicker
since the liquidated damages meeting. It's
had an impact, I voted for it, I agree with

it, and like I said at the end of the day we'll
hash it out.”

Vice Mayor Mitch Timberlake also
spoke to the same point, adding that Chung
had himself sent notices of liquidated dam-
ages to his subcontractors following the
February 28 meeting where the damages
were added to his contract with the city.

“From the citizen's perspective, this
project was originally due Dec. 20, it was
then due February 28, and then another
two months,” Timberlake said. “I will cat-
egorically disagree with Jay that the liqui-
dated damages did not cause an increase
in work. I know for a fact that he sent no-
tices to every one of his subs saying that
they were gonna’ face liquidated damages
at a March 31 date.”

There are no future deadlines set in
stone for the project as the extension of
the third extended deadline had to be met
before last Saturday. Council members are
still optimistic that the pool could be open
by the end of May, but Royal and Judd ex-
pressed concerns that the project could go
on for another month at least.

Despite having no firm opening date,
the council voted to set rates and hours for
the pool, should it be completed this sum-
mer.

The pool will be open from 11 a.m. until
7 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays, and will
charge $4 for adults 18 and older, $2 for
kids 2 through 17, and offer a discounted
rate of $3 for military and guests age 65
and older. The vote for the hours passed
5-0, while the vote for the rates passed
4-1 with Timberlake disagreeing with the
discounted rates for military and senior
citizens.
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Florida Legislature’s secrecy
leaving public in the dark

By Miami Herald Editorial Board
Used with permission

As it nears the end of its session the
Florida Legislature has had a heck of a
ride. One state senator utters horrendous,
hurtful words more often spewed in secret,
while lawmakers instead, have drawn a
veil of secrecy over how they are conduct-
ing the public’s business.

The rise and fall of Miami Republican
state Sen. Frank Artiles has been well-
documented. Not so much the secret deals
and the bills fast-tracked at head-spinning
speed. Some pave the way for lawmakers
to continue to undermine Sunshine laws,
which for decades have put Florida in the
vanguard of government accountability
and transparency. Unfortunately, Florida’'s
lawmakers just don't like that.

The House and Senate have agreed
upon a number of major policy issues, the
result of deals between the leadership of
each chamber. The resolution to expand
gambling in Florida and bring a new ca-
sino to Miami-Dade rose out of undercover
deal-making, which the Editorial Board la-
mented recently.

In fact, state lawmakers have ironed
out Florida’s massive state budget with
little public scrutiny, the message being,
“No need to worry your pretty little heads
about any of this.”

Which means, of course, that Florid-
ians should be very worried. Open govern-
ment is under attack.

Sen. Greg Steube, R-Sarasota, for ex-
ample, introduced a bill that would seal
the criminal records of those charged with
felonies and misdemeanors if the state at-
torney declines to file charges; all charges
were dismissed before trial; or if the per-
son charged was acquitted.

Barbara Petersen, president of the First
Amendment Foundation in Tallahassee, is
concerned. We should all be. “If a criminal
history record was sealed, you will not find
any mention of it on the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement’s criminal his-
tory information web page,” she said.

Though such arrests should not neces-
sarily dog a person forever, dropped or dis-
missed charges don’t always mean a sus-
pect is innocent. Rather, authorities didn’t
have enough evidence (o make the case.

Let’s say a criminal background check
is done on someone applying to care for
children. Any previous arrest would not
show up. There's no red flag.

Another bill, already sent to Gov. Rick
Scott, would require the identity of wit-
nesses to murders to be kept secret for
two years, which would make it harder for
the public to hold police and prosecutors
accountable.

Yet another would keep applicants’
names for university presidencies under
wraps.

As we have said in the past, the state
is drawing the blinds on its Sunshine
laws, which affirm Floridians’ right to be
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From the editor

Getting from ordinary to extraordinary

By Eric Cravey

Last Tuesday I did something I've not
done since at least 1997.

When [ first attended the Reinhold
Community Service
Awards — now called
Celebrate Clay — it N
was an intimate [
event held at the S
Hilltop  Restaurant
in Orange Park. The
tatted frills on the f
white linen curtains,
the warm atmo-
sphere allowed by
the hardwood walls
and floors and the
view of the greenspace landscaping all
came together to make a cherished mem-
ory.

And the stories.

Sitting there listening to the stories of
how those nonprofits helped people during
the previous year was not only moving, but
reassuring. It gave me a tangible under-
standing of all the good abounding in Clay
County.

[ sat there that day with my supervisor
as an employee of a nonprofit wondering if
our name would be called at any point to
receive a monetary ‘atta boy’ for the work
we did helping those living with epilepsy
and seizure disorder. It was a period of my
life T call my detour from journalism yet,
looking back, I wouldn't trade the work I
did there for a pot of gold.

Fast forward 20 years and the event
has grown, moved o a larger venue and
now I was on the other side of the equa-
tion — an outsider looking in. [ was there to
record this piece of local history and hear
about the front-line work of the charities in
Clay County.

And work they did.

More than 12,000 volunteers rolled
up their collective sleeves in 2016 to do
everything from building handicap ramps
for seniors, refurbishing bikes for kids who

Eric Cravey

would not otherwise have a bike and sav-
ing mothers and children from the barrel
of a gun.

The nonprofits in Clay County were de-
scribed by many last week as being self-
reliant, working to rise up and take care of
their own. And the numbers show it.

Nonprofits that serve Clay County col-
lected $4 million worth of in-kind dona-
tions last year, secured $30 million in
grants and contributions and earned $2.4
million through fundraising efforts. But the
biggest number is the most telling one. Clay
charities provided more than $333 million
in direct programs in 2016 — a testament
to how when a community grows, it’s need
for human services, such as these, grows
as well.

When [ asked Peggy Bryan, co-founder
of the awards program, how she has seen
the nonprofit sector change and grow in
Clay County during this time, she beamed.

“The goodness of these programs is the
strength of Clay County,” she said. “I think
in Clay County more so than others, there
is more self-reliance on meeting needs. So,
[ see the grassroots programs as still be-
ing strong, whereas in Duval, some of them
can’'t make it financially. Here, this is so
based on volunteer effort.”

There was a spark in the air April 25
when presenters read about the programs
and reasons why the honored charities
were nominated for the various awards
ranging in $750 awards to the big kahuna
$10,000 award, the Paul E. Reinhold Out-
standing Community Service Award.

In total, the Reinhold Foundation
awarded $75,000 and 48 community ser-
vice awards to nonprofit organizations that
provide services to Clay County residents.
The Foundation has awarded more than
$615,000 to Celebrate Clay award recipi-
ents in the past nine years.

One other aspect of how these awards
programs have changed is the stepped-up

SEE EDITOR, 5

This Week .

in History

5 years ago, 2012

e Family and friends of Army Staff Sgt.
Dick Alson Lee Jr., 31, of Keystone Heights
held a memorial honoring his service a
week after he was killed by an improvised
explosive device on April 26, while he and
his bomb-detecting dog were working with
Special Forces in Ghazni province, Afghan-
istan.

e After seeing a one-month spike from
13 to 36 cases of children endangered by
drug-related issues in Clay County, the De-
partment of Children and Families rallied
with other local stakeholders to find cre-
ative solutions to stem the problem.

e 10-year-old Paul Piner of Fleming
Island was busy preparing to take part in
the 6-week Bolshoi Ballet Summer Dance
Intensive program in Middlebury, Conn.
where he would train with Master Teach-
ers from Moscow's famed Bolshoi Ballet
Academy.

10 years ago, 2007

e The Clay County Planning Commis-
sion voted 5-2 to allow a 3.5-acre site
at the corner of Creighton Road and U.S.
Highway 17 South be rezoned to allow a
real estate office be built on the site.

e 5. Bryan Jennings Elementary School
Principal Lee Oliver was promoted to the
director of elementary education for the
Clay County School District.

e (lay County Habitat for Human-
ity dedicated three new homes on Forbes
Street in Green Cove Springs.

20 years ago, 1997

e The Clay County Sheriff’s Office used
boats and 4-wheel drive vehicles to help
provide emergency services Lo residents
along Black Creek who were hit by record-
setting flooding.

e Walt Disney World honored three Clay
County students with “Dreamers and Do-
ers” gold medals for overcoming adversity.
Robert L. Griffin of Keystone Heights, who
had muscular dystrophy, Jacqueline R.
Postma of Orange Park, who has tranverse
myelitis and Howell B. Hollis of Orange
Park who overcame blindness to earn a red
belt in Tae Kwan Do.

e Quigley House, Clay County's shelter
for victims of sexual abuse and violence,
won $10,000 and the 1997 Paul E. Rein-
hold Community Service Award.

30 years ago, 1987

e The Board of County Commissioners
would discuss a proposal by Osage City,
Kan.-based Hurst Communications to be-
come the county’s second cable television
franchise.

e Retired U.S. Navy veteran Lynn Grafel
took over as executive vice president of the
Clay County Chamber of Commerce.

e The Board of County Commissioners
and Florida Department of Transportation
discussed splitting the costs of a $45,000
master plan for transforming the old Navy
airstrip at Reynolds Industrial Park into a

SEE HISTORY, 5
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involvement of the Clay County business
community that was not as present in
1997 by my observations.

And yet, with this stepped-up involve-
ment and the more than 12,000 volunteers
doing work, there are still those out there
who may feel they cannot make a differ-
ence.

But leave it to the winner of the 2017
Peggy Bryan Volunteer of the Year Award,
André Van Heerden of the Clay SafetyNet
Alliance, to sum it up best.

“The celebration here today just shows
how ordinary, everyday individuals can
have a huge impact and if that message got
oul to our community at large, and more
people realized that they could make a dif-
ference, I think we'd have a lot more peo-
ple doing these things,” he said.

In other words, the work done by Clay
County nonprofits is extraordinary work
done by ordinary people like you and me.
The extraordinary happens when passion
emerges and people finally learn they can
make a difference in another person’s life.

Another overlooked aspect of what
is necessary and happening among Clay
County’s nonprofits is sharing resources
and ideas. Peggy Bryan said the Celebrate
Clay awards has led to just that.

“...the best part, is from this award
program, initiating and going on, they've
started networking more so and so it's a
win-win,” she said.

S0, how does a person get involved?
It could start with a visit to the Reinhold
Foundation’s website http:/reinhold.net/
search.php where a directory of the non-
profit organizations that serve Clay County
can be downloaded for free. And then,
merge your passion with action and realize
an ordinary person can help do extraordi-
nary things.

History

from page 4

Clay County airport.

40 years ago, 1977

e 16-year-old Tina Weaver of Middle-
burg won first place in the welding com-
petition in the Industrial Arts District com-
petition where she out-welded six boys,
securing her a trip to compete at state.

e The Orange Park Town Council was to
consider buying 36 acres of wooded prop-
erty near Montclair Elementary School
for $2,500 in hopes of creating a new city
park.

e The Clay County Sheriff’s Office inves-
tigated the beating death of three-year-old
Joseph L. Tabor of Middleburg who died at
St. Vincent's Hospital in Jacksonville from
blunt force trauma.

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK RUN-OFF ELECTION MAY 9, 2017
DOCUMENTED FACTS FOR CONSIDERATION

From: Barbara Davidson, Jacksonville native
(1925) and resident of Orange Park since 1961
Subject: Orange Park Town Council run-off for
seat #1 (Nichols vs. Raymond) on May 9

L. My interest and contribution to Or-
ange Park town government are dear to my
heart, as recognized by reference (a). Having
been born in Jacksonville and first employed at
NAS Jax in 1942, and marrying in 1949 a naval
aviator, member of the “Greatest Generation,
I have a lifetime of association with naval and
federal civil service personnel. Having resid-
ed in my current home with my late husband,
George, since 1961, and having spent years in
development of growth of St. Catherine’s Par-
ish, I am knowledgeable of both growth, qual-
ity of life, and changes in both Duval and Clay
Counties. I have been personally involved as a
candidate in 1988, 1990, and 1991 elections,
which were highly contested and including a
run-off election. As I stated in the 1990 cam-
paign ad “Making statements which are inac-
curate and cannot be documented by public
record is a practice which Orange Park voters
should not be subjected to.” My concern for ac-
curacy, honesty, and transparency has persist-
ed throughout my personal and professional
life. My current intent is to inform all voters
of the documented facts relative to the can-
didacy of L. M. Nichols, reference (b) through
(g) inclusive. Also, statements reflected on po-
litical ads paid by Larry M. Nichols and Larry
Nicholas are addressed in references (h), (i),
and ().

2. Nichols’ voter registration reflects
current address of 2306 Stafford Drive as of 1
October 2004. He has not voted in any Or-
ange Park election prior to April 2017 (refer-
ence (b)).

3. Action resulting in his appointment
to the General Government Committee is set
forth in reference (c) and (d) and appointment
to General Government Committee was 19
July 2016. Councilwoman Thomas assumed
office without opposition, thus not elected by
voters. Councilwoman Thomas is profession-
ally associated with Larry Nichols as noted
in reference (e) and Larry Nichols is owner/
director of Grace House Counseling Center
(reference (f) and (g)).

4. Reference (h) “As a resident of Or-
ange Park since 1978, Larry cares about the
community and its future” Please recognize
that the Town of Orange Park (approxi-
mately 4 square miles) shares the mailing
zip code 32073 with adjacent unincorpo-
rated areas. Only persons within the town
limits are considered residents of the Town

References

(a) Proclamation dated 24 March 2015 naming Barbara Davidson onorary Town of Orange Park Councilwoman, stating in part “Whereas Barbara
Davidson is no stranger to Town Hall where she has regularly attended Town Council meetings for over 25 years, as well as serving on the Police
Pension Board, Code Enforcement Board, Environmental Quality Board, Planning and Zoning Board, Budget and Finance Committee, Charter
Review Committee, and General Government Committee ... for her many years of civic participation, thanking her for her tireless efforts on

behalf of Orange Park.”
(b) Clay County voter/voting records.

(c) Town of Orange Park Council Meetings - May 17, 2016, page 1; June 7, 2016, page 9; July 19, 2016, page 6.
(d) Town of Orange Park General Government Committee Meetings - August 25, 2016; November 14, 2016, and February 28, 2017.
(e) Orange Park Living, Community and Business Directory - February 2017 - page 8 - Grace House Counseling Center located in new location in

Fleming Island.

(f) Orange Park Living, Community and Business Directory - page 28 - ad for Larry Nichols Orange Park Town Council Seat #1, owner/director

Grace House Counseling Center.

(g) Clay Today - 6 April 2017 - page 3 - ad for Larry Nichols, Orange Park Town Council Seat #1, owner/director Grace House Counseling Center.
(h) Nichols political ad mailed to voters under STD PRSRT postal permit #450, candidate seat #1, Orange Park Town Council.
(i) Larry Nicholas(?) run-off ad for Town Council Seat #1 mailed to voters under STD PRSRT postal permit #584 (same info on mailing received

4/24 with name converted to Nichols).

(j) Larry M. Nichols, 2306 Stanford(? Stafford) Drive, Orange Park, undated letter to “Dear- Neighbors and Informed Voters” mailed under STD

PRSRT postal permit #584.

Political advertisement paid for by Barbara Davidson (widow of distinguished war veteran and Town of Orange Park citizen and resident of 56 years). Not approved by any candidate.

ALERT

of Orange Park. Accordingly, reference (b)
appears to establish Larry Nichols’ “residen-
cy” in the Town of Orange Park since 2004,
not 1978, and as a resident has never voted
in an Orange Park election until April 11,
2017, as noted in paragraph 2 above.

5. Reference (i) including comments
from former Mayor J.B. Renninger, “Larry’s
work on Orange Park's General Government
Committee was valuable, let’s promote him to
Town Council with our vote” expresses only
an opinion. Committee of five members only
make recommendations for consideration by
town council and as cited in reference (d) (3
meetings). Also reference(i) includes com-
ment from Pam Lewis, Mayor or Green Cove
Springs: “I salute Larry’s service to America,
and for stepping up to serve in municipal gov-
ernment. His leadership and collegiality will
keep our whole county strong.” This also is an
entitled personal opinion; however, it must be
noted that she also is professionally associat-
ed (reference e) as is Councilwoman Thomas.
6. Nichols cites military service, rank,
medals and cites military leadership and mu-
nicipal leadership have many similarities.
This also is an entitled opinion; however; as
a Town Council member one serves as a leg-
islator who is responsible for providing for
administration by town manager having re-
sponsibility for staff, policies, procedures and
leadership in compliance with Town Charter
and Code. Town Council members cannot
interfere with administration (Charter sec-
tion 2.04) without being subject to recall,
as was experienced by three Town Coun-
cil members in 1986 (Charter section 8.07).
All veterans, regardless of branch of service,
rate or rank are rightly proud of their service
and are entitled to the respect and appreciation
of all US. citizens. Town of Orange Park has
many veterans of various services, rank/rate
and wars who have resided in our town for
many years, even generations, been involved in
all levels of service (elected and volunteer) and
have been reflected as participants in Orange
Park events. Many bricks at Veterans’ Memo-
rial in Magnolia Cemetery (project of Orange
Park Historical Society) bear names of such
dedicated Orange Park veterans/families.

7. Accurate, transparent and docu-
mented facts are essential in making wise de-
cisions where many will be affected by your
action. Many of us received an undated letter
(reference (j))from Larry M. Nichols, 2306
Stanford Drive, stating: “Being a servant leader
has been my life’s work”; however, this personal
attribute has apparently not been directed for

Town of Orange Park, either by voting, partici-
pation or presence in Orange Park town activi-
ties.

I urge you please accept my comments and
documentations as being provided in keeping
with my years of dedicated efforts to Orange
Park Town Council members and town resi-

dents. Please cast your vote for
Candidate Ron Raymond,

since 1975 a resident of Orange Park, having
served two terms on Orange Park Town Coun-
cil (1986 -- 1991) and still today, in his profes-
sional retirement, is “committed to our town
and the well-being of our citizens,” as stated
in his “Thank you” letter dated April 14, 2017.
Ron Raymond was not privileged to serve in
the military; however, being blessed as the
father of six grown children, a grandfather of
nine children, business owner, husband, mar-
ried for 37 years to Karen, who has dedicated
more than 37 years of her life as a teacher in
Clay County schools, he has indeed been a ser-
vant to his fellow man worldwide .

Again, T express my sincere desire that each
voter will continue to enjoy a blessed life in our
town. May God be with each of you and may
God continue to bless our Town of Orange
Park.

Respecttully,

Barbara and George Davidson
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Can we talk?

Conversation class bullds confidence in non-native speakers

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK — If there wasn't a
signup sheet at the door that said it was a
class, it would be hard to believe that any-
one in the room had come to learn.

Tutors and students sat in a circle, ex-
changing stories and laughs in a room be-
hind the Orange Park Public Library’s front
desk.

But it wasn't just a get together be-
tween friends, it was a gathering where
people came to practice English. Tutors
with the Clay County Literary Goalition sat
with adult men and women for whom Eng-
lish is their second language. The class al-
lows them to talk and refine their English-
speaking skills.

“We take for granted the things that we
do on a daily basis because we understand
the language, and these people are liter-
ally immersed in our world — they always
feel like there's something missing,” said

Darling Stokes, Coalition board president.
“A lot of times people look at them and say

BIBLICAL
JOURNEYS

Biblically rich. Historically accurate.

-“ A Personal

Journey
to the land of
the Bible

Tour Leader:
William Wright
Duration: 9 Days

Dates: October 15, 2017
to October 24, 2017

Departure City: Atlanta, Georgia
Arrival City: Tel Aviv

For more information:
www.Biblical-Journeys.com/williamwright

_
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From left, Clay County Literacy Coalition Tutor Coordinator Lynette Shaw and Board President
Darling Stokes laugh as Frank and Ines Gonzalez tell stories about Cuba, their home.

they're not educated — we have some very
highly educated people here. The goal is to
improve their lives by being immersed in
our world and understanding what's going
on around them.”

The Literacy Coalition, which has been
around since 1995, seeks to improve
reading and writing comprehension skills
among adults who are non-native speakers
of English. The nonprofit offers free class-
es in a laid-back atmosphere for those who
need their services.

Conversation class gives students a
chance to put their knowledge to the test
in a pragmatic and fun way.

“A lot of our students are here number
one to get better, to speak it, to understand
it,” Stokes said. “A lot of them are here for
jobs, we get a lot of those for more so a job
than anything else.”

Ines Gonzalez and her husband Frank
sit next to each other. Frank doesn’t speak
much, but Ines certainly makes up for them
both. She recounts stories of her homeland
Cuba and how different it is from America.

Specifically, she said she loves having
soft toilet paper.

Twelve years ago, her family was given

8 A.M.

REGISTRATION:
- 12 P.M.
S25 INCLUDES
MEAL TICKET

e L

the chance to move to America from Cuba
after winning an immigration lottery. The
ticket took her to the United States Gonsul-
ate in Virginia. From there, she moved to
Miami.

“Miami was just Cuba with more food,”
she said with a laugh.

Also in the audience were natives of Co-
lombia and Peru. Each of them had vary-
ing levels of English language skills, but all
were able o effectively communicate with
each other.

When many of the students go home,
they'll be speaking their native languages
among their family members. The conver-
sation class helps combat the urge to ex-
clusively use their native language.

The goal of the Coalition’s classes isn't
to Westernize all manner of speech and
language out of the participants, but to
give students the information they need to
understand life in America with less hassle
and less danger. For instance, one could
unknowingly take the wrong medications
because they could not read the label.

“They do come with some English
speaking skills, but a lot of times the confi-
dence level isn't enough for them to speak

CASH PRIZES - 50/50 DRAWING - DOOR PRIZES
SPECTATOR'S CHOICE ($1 VOTE) - GOODY BAGS - MUSIC
FOOD - BEVERAGES FEATURE PRIZE FOR “BEST TRUCK"
1166 BLANDING BLVD. = ORANGE PARK = 272-2200 = WWW.GORDONCHEVY.COM

up,” Stokes said.

The coalition recently shook-up some of
its members and introduced new members
into its board of directors. Shaw has also
begun to promote the nonprofit more in the
community by attending more nonprofit
events. The hope is to become more ac-
quainted with the community and get their
name out more.

“I feel like in the past we weren’t pro-
moting our organization like we should
have. A lot of the other community orga-
nizations don't understand we still exist
and what services we offer,” said Lynette
Shaw, Coalition tutor coordinator.

But there’s some added urgency to their
new community outreach. Shaw said many
of the grants the Coalition uses to run their
programs are being reorganized with a
larger focus on Kindergarten through 12th
grade education.

“We're not even eligible to apply to a lot
of grants now,” Shaw said.

Because of this, the Coalition hopes to
pique interest of volunteers and donors
more to keep the program running at full
capacity.

The program even hopes to expand Lo
add classes on how Lo read prescription la-
bels and add a computer literacy program.

After conversation class, Ines chats
about how close she is to completing her
U.S citizenship course. Over the last de-
cade, Ines has lived as a permanent resi-
dent with a green card, but has not had
the right to vote because she had not yet
become a full U.S. citizen.

She and her husband failed the test
previously because of the final portion of
the exam, conversational English.

Ines believes she will ace it this time
after just one month in the conversation
program. She said she’s excited that, for
the first time in her life, she’ll be able to
have her voice heard through a vote. And,
if she keeps practicing, she’ll be able to
have her voice heard in perfect English, as
well.

“Very good, very good,”
class is going good.”

Ines said. “The
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New leader, same burden

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — No one comes
to the Way Free Medical Clinic without a
story.

Director Delores Wise was just 19 when
her story began
with the loss of
her mother to
breast cancer. It
was an experi-
ence that was to
sel her on a col-
lision path with
nonprofits  that
would inevitably
lead her to Clay

County’s only .
pro-bono medi- Delores Wise
cal clinic.

Previously, Wise directed the Northeast
Florida affiliate of the Susan G. Komen
Foundation, which raises money for breast
cancer research, as well as provides free
mammograms — a move no doubt inspired
by her mother's death.

Catharsis from pain comes from heal-
ing others.

“I came here because this is so tangi-
ble, you know?” Wise said with tears in her
eyes. “You can hold the patients, you can
see them. There, it was gray, [ was raising

money for breast cancer but I couldn’t ever
know the patient’s stories.”

Every story is different. The lobby is a
mismatch of every race, ethnicity and age.
But similarities exist. Each patient lives in
Clay County, lives under the federal pover-
ty level and needs medical care they can't
afford anywhere else.

Taxpayers somewhere along the line
pay for the brunt of this care. The clinic’s
$400,000 a year budget is padded with
state grants, public donations and private,
in-kind donations from other hospitals,
sometimes financial, sometimes equip-
ment.

“If we were 1o boil it down, every day al
the Way one plus one equals seven,” Wise
said. “We raise about $400,000 each year
and we turn that into $2.8 million worth of
healthcare. That's why we're needed, be-
cause if we weren't here, someone would
have to be coming up with $2.8 million
worth of health care.”

The work performed at the clinic keeps
uninsured residents out of the emergency
room, where time is limited and prices in-
flated.

The physicians and specialists that
donate their time — among them nurses,
medical students, doctors, chiropractors,
mental health counselors and the like
— donate their time to help fill the dip of

When your doctor says

you need a qualified
surgeon with experience.

* Microscopic Procedures

Orange Park Neurosurgery

(904) 276-3376

and second opinions by doctor referral

you need back or neck surgery,

Mark A. Spatola, M.D., FA.A.N.S.

Board Certified in Neurological Surgery
Serving Clay County and North Florida since 1988
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Way Free Clinic’s new director settling into community responsibilities

exam rooms.

services caused from infinitely ballooning
medical costs.

“This place is fantastic for helping peo-
ple in need, and anyone who can volunteer
or donate, I encourage it.” said Juanita
Johnson, a former teacher and patient at
the Way Free Clinic.

Johnson came to the clinic after hear-
ing about it from word of mouth. Her son’s
epilepsy medication and Johnson's diabe-
tes medication cost $1,100 a month com-
bined.

“That was what originally brought us

Westside
(904) 786-1150

Nurse Practitioner Sandra Schellhorn checks out patient Juanita Johnson in one of the clinic’s

Northside
(904) 696-1900

here, and then I got the help I needed with
my diabetes. As soon as I'm able to I'd like
to volunteer,” Johnson said.

The Way Free Clinic does not dispense
pain medications of any kind, “we don't go
there,” Wise said. The clinic's case man-
agers do recommend locations that can
dispense medications at the cheapest rate,
however.

This means that Johnson, who lives on
a tight budget, can get the medications she

SEE CLINIC, 8

Auto Accidents
Slips and Falls

Call the Doctor
You Can Trust

[(904) 606-2964

Southside
(904) 374-1339
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‘Eggxonerated’

Secret chicken society exposed at Orange Park Town Council

By Jesse Hollett

Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK — The Town of Orange Park
Town Council scrapped a contentious pilot
program Tuesday that would have opened
the door for backyard chickens within the
town’s limits.

As proposed, the project would end af-
ter 12 months, and would pave the way for
a more permanent solution for what some
residents want —access to farm-fresh eggs.

The ordinance’s abandonment wasn't
news for the people in the town who have
had chickens for years and will continue
o, however.

What was solidified for chicken owners
Tuesday, however, was the relief that town
code enforcement officers aren’t being di-
rected to go looking for rule breakers un-
less there’s a complaint made against them

for having out of compliance chickens.

Town resident Tom Williams jokingly re-
fers to this group of mild delinquents as the
“Secret Society of Chicken Owners.”

He’s owned chickens in the town for the
last four years.

“Leave it be, don't make this ordi-
nance,” Williams said in a joking tone in
front of the town council. The town doesn’t
know that the society own chickens be-
cause “we're all secret about it — just let
this thing go, everything is fine.”

“The council knows they exist, I get
that,” said Council member Gary Meeks.
“There’s chickens out there. I appreciate
all the work that has gone into this but I'm
making a motion that we abandon the bill.”

Meeks said his reasoning was mainly
due to the $50 tax attached to issuing
chicken permits, but also added he wasn’t

from page 4

informed about how elected officials are
— and aren’t — working on their behalf. A
bill passed by the House would thwart sig-
nificant aspects of that guarantee — and
potentially render it meaningless — by al-
lowing local elected officials, from city
and county commissioners to school board
members, to meet behind closed doors and
discuss public matters in secret.

Two members could meet privately
could discuss an issue, then meet with
other members to sway — for good or for

ill — the outcome of any public vote. The bill
tries to ameliorate any potential damage
by prohibiting these officials from discuss-
ing in secret public monies or a contract
tied to a private business. Feel better?

This push to deprive Floridians of the
right to hold their officials accountable is
beyond disturbing. It’s not too late for law-
makers who truly put the people’s business
first to push back.

This editorial first appeared in The
Miami Herald and was reprinted with
permission in cooperation with the
Florida Press Association.
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River Road resident Julie Williams holds one
of her treasured backyard chickens.

happy about using town manpower o en-

sure chickens were being kept to code.
“So let me get this straight, we're go-

ing to say we're not going to enforce an or-

dinance that we already have to not have
chickens?” said Council member Connie
Thomas.

Meeks said that that’s not what he was
saying when he voted to abandon the ordi-
nance that was introduced in early April.

Mayor Eugene Nix summarily clarified
the town’s position.

“There’s some things I think govern-
ment just needs to stay out of the way of,”
he said. “If we leave it the way it is now,
il someone has a complaint about their
neighbor — I don’t think Mr. Williams has
had any complaints about his — so when
government starts getting involved then I
think that's opening up a whole new can
of worms.”

The dialogue left many chuckling to
their neighbors, and after the business
wrapped up, many in the audience grabbed
their things and left, signaling it was one of
the hot button topics of the day.

SEE CHICKENS, 14

Glinic
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and her son need as well as keep a roof
over her head and food in their stomachs.

For procedures the clinic cannot per-
form in-house, doctors refer to outside
specialists. These procedures are covered
under the clinic's no-pay system.

However, the clinic does host a cadre of
specialist doctor’s and services. The clinic
has the services to deliver and check up
on the health of babies using an ultrasound
system. The clinic also has a mental health
counselor volunteer and a chiropractor.

“My job is to care for the uninsured,”

in any way she can, Wise said. And some-
times that means stretching a dollar to the
other side of the room.

“In the nonprofit world, [free clinics]
are experts at making things out of duct
tape and bubblegum, but really, il’'s amaz-
ing what they can do with very little,” Wise
said. “They can produce amazing things,
and it's the heart of the people that are
here that gets things done.”

The Way Free Clinic celebrates its elev-
enth year in operation this month. Wise
joined the clinic in November, so she’s still
settling in. So far, though, she said she
loves the new role.

“What we provide for them, it really is
lifesaving,” she said.
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other organizations was so paltry that only
five other volunteers showed up to assist.
Fortunately, he was able to bring in volun-
teers from Tennessee to assist in recovery
efforts.

The goal of the roundtable is to bring to-
gether community organizations with John
Ward, director of emergency management
for the Clay Emergency Operations Genter.

“We have a lot of complacency and I
think that complacency really appeared af-
ter Hurricane Matthew,” Ward said.

Ward said a more proactive approach to
local engagement in disaster relief would
be to turn the roundtables into bi-annual
get-togethers. That way, the EOGC could
drum up more excitement in the area o
keep the community organizations involved
and rope more organizations in simultane-
ously.

Faith-based relief organizations fill
a necessary niche in the community that
state and federal relief services have nei-
ther the time nor the funds to accomplish.
The Red Cross can house an individual in a
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“If the faith-based community could rally together to help this
long-term recovery effort it would really help Clay County a lot.”

hotel for a few days, but community orga-
nizations will move in to find more stable
housing for that individual after the first
round of aid runs out, for instance.

“Typically they leave it to the local com-
munity to do,” Van Heerden said. “And if
the local community is not well-connected
and then a lot of victims suffer and are left
unattended and so the Clay SafetyNet has
taken on the responsibility of inviting com-
munity groups to connect with them so that
the community is proactive rather than re-
active so the teams are in place before the
disaster.”

“If the faith-based community could
rally together to help this long-term recov-
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Clay Chlropractlc Clinic

Dr. Thomas Baird welcomes Dr. Evan Welfare
as a chiropractor at Clay Chiropractic Clinic,
located at 1820 Park Avenue, Orange Park,

— Andre’ Van Heerden

ery effort it would really help Clay County
a lot,” Van Heerden said.

Although Hurricane Matthew largely
spared Clay County from the brunt of its
wrath, five homes in the county were en-
tirely destroyed from either falling trees
or storm damage, and another 10 homes
sustained serious damages.

“The Red Cross can assist a lot of times
in the short term, but in our lower income
areas, they are going to need long-term as-
sistance,” Ward said.

Van Heerden and Ward hope a group
will emerge from these meetings that —
in the future — will assist with everything
from thunderstorm recovery to fundraising
efforts and other disasters.

Currently, Florida is toughing out a
spate of wildfires, a danger that is only
encouraged by the sustained drought
the state has experienced. Ward said the
quicker they can get the people in place,
the safer the county will be.

“I'd like to see as many of the faith-
based community and community groups. ..
coming to the table and saying OK, we can
provide volunteers, we can provide chain-
saw crews, we can provide muck out teams
— when the disaster strikes, we've got this
infrastructure in place and we just mobi-
lize,” Van Heerden said.

Weekly Crossword

1
12. Chauvinists

14.Windy City football player 55.Jogged

1 56. At the stern
1

57.Lawrencium

6. An alternative
8. Federal Housing Administration
19. Styles hair

CLUES ACROSS 45.Month 15. Subsystem producers
1. Hot meal 48. Nanosecond 17. Large, flightless birds
5. Razor clams 50. Domestic 18. Compromises visibility
0. Blood-sucking African fly 52.What a boy becomes 21. Aballet enthusiast

53. Breezes (anc. Greek)

58. Destructive to both sides

23. More (Spanish)
24, Skeletal muscle
27.Hands (Span.)
29. Weighed

32. Businessman

across from Moosehaven. Dr. Baird has
practiced there for 42 years and worked with
Dr. J.L. Towns before Dr. Towns retired in
1 2015. The clinic will be accepting patients six
days a week.

35. Fruit of the oak tree
37.Della __, singer
38.Women's clothing retailer
40. Mailed

6. No (Scottish)

7.Leaves tissue

8. Sacred state to Muslims
9.Thus

20. Arabic female name 63. Arterias 34, Famous clock Big __

22.Paddle 65. Removes 35. Unkeyed

23. Area once separated from 66. Pretentious people 36. Break between words
Germany 67. Tropical Asian plant 39.Ink (slang)

25. Marketplace 40. Disappointed

26. Gode Airport CLUES DOWN 43, Stroke

27. Upset 1.Type of whale 44, Curdled milk

28. Where wrestlers sweat 2.Type of medication 46. Restaurants

30. Garland 3.Land of the free 47. Explosive

31.Robert _, poet 4. Formed an opinion of 49.Type of terrier

33.AniPad is one 5.Logo 51. Disfigure

54. Innermost cell layers

59. Bar bill

60. Distinct period of history
61. Mode of transportation

1820 Park Avenue, Orange Park
(904) 264-2988

10. African nation
11. Someone who has a stake in
13. Parties

41. Largest English dictionary (abbr.)
42.Pouch
44, Radioactivity unit

62. Equal (prefix)
64. Operating system
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Food minitry has busy week

MIDDLEBURG - The Food Bridge food ministry at Middleburg United Methodist Church had a banner
week April 21 at its weekly food distribution. Volunteers gave 234 bags of groceries plus pet food to 183
families that included 510 people, of which 107 are seniors, 175 children, 41 vets and 158 disabled. That'’s
not even counting the 41 food deliveries made to homebound. On April 25, Food Bridge was the recipient
of a $1,500 Special Judge's Award presented at the Celebrate Clay event conducted each year by the Paul

E. and Klare Reinhold Foundation.

\\\\\\\\\

PRECISION DERMATOLOGY
AND SKIN SURGERY

Personalized and Efficient Care

We are excited to add Angela
Armstrong, DNP, ARNP, BC to
our experienced team.

Same day appointments and
treatment save you a return visit.

Leonard Shvartzman, M.D. Dreama Jenkins-Pilcher, M.D.

General Dermatology | Mohs Skin Cancer Surgery
Reconstructive Surgery | Removal of Benign Growths
Cosmetic and Laser Surgery | 1 Hour Lab Reports

Angela Armstrong

Board Certified in Dermatology / Fellowship Trained in Dermatologic Surgery

Visit us at one of our two locations

RIVERSIDE omancepank  PEcCisiondermjax.com

1209 Park Avenue, 904 701 7280
Orange Park, FL 32073 " n

1550 Riverside Ave, Suite A,
Jacksonville, FL 32204

“Operation Round Up”
donates $3,000 to
Salvation Army of Clay County

MIDDLEBURG - The Salvation Army in Clay County
recently received a $3,000 grant from Clay Electric
Cooperative as a part of the co-op’s “Operation
Round Up” program. The program “rounds up”
Clay Electric members' bills to the nearest dollar
to generate and collect charitable donations to
benefit organizations in the community. One of
q nine grantees in April, The Salvation Army Clay
County Corps will use the funds to purchase
and repair instruments for its Performing Arts School. This
=1 school seeks to expose young people to a quality music education and to encour-
age a love of the arts regardless of their financial situation. Classes are offered in piano,
guitar, brass, percussion, and dance. “We are grateful that Clay Electric has selected us
as a recipient of this grant. I'm excited to see the look on the kids’ faces when they see
the new equipment!” From left are Steve Hollingsworth of Clay Electric’s Orange Park
District, Lt. Jeff Marquis Salvation Army Corps Officer and Jimmy Wilson, a Clay Electric
board member.

Good De

In Clay Coun:y

Ch"mgcm
Happen

Hunger doesn’t take a break

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - For the fifth year in a row, employees of Comcast helped
pack food donations for Blessings in a Backpack at Charles E. Bennett Elementary
School. On April 22, during Comcast Cares Day, volunteers packed more than 200
bags full of food donated by Comcast. Blessings in a Backpack, with national head-
quarters in Louisville, Ky., provides weekend meals to students so they can focus on
homework and not have to worry where their next meal is coming from. Backpacks
include nutritious, easy-to-prepare, ready-to-eat foods, like granola bars, a breakfast
drink, mac and cheese and oatmeal. Blessings in a Backpack is sponsored by the Mag-
nolia Point Women'’s Club.

Flowers for any Occasion

Mu@m

FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

D, i it TR S
ainting " | WIST.

SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US... ,.'
WE CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU. | ’

To sign up, make your reservation online,at
www.paintingwithatwist. com/ﬂemmg-lsland/calen

or call us at 904-579-3577
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Irene Helen Aguilar

Irene Helen Aguilar, 80, of Green Cove
Springs, Fla. passed away April 13, 2017
from an extended illness. She was born
June 28, 1936 in Los Angeles, Calif. to the
late Tony and Tomasa (Rios) Aguilar.

Irene was a resident of Green Cove
Springs for over 40 years and a parishioner
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church as well as
amember of the Counsel of Catholic Women.
She received her Masters of Science and
Health Science from University of North
Florida and specialized in drug and alcohol
rehabilitation.

Irene was a member of the Certification
Board for Addiction Professionals of Florida
and the women of the Moose as a champion
for children. She loved her garden as she
worked in the yard, planting and pruning
daily.

Irene was a loving mother and
grandmother who cherished her family. She
is predeceased by sons, Jim Padilla and Tom
Padilla and survived by son, Peter Padilla
(Angie); daughters, Velinda Roe (Michael)
and Julie Buckhalter; sisters, Rose Guevara
and Alice Smith; grandchildren, Chelsey,
Richard, Arthur Padilla, Karin Novolta,
Giselle Padilla and Stefan Pena (Meagan);
great-grandchildren,  Christian,  Chloe,
Delilah and Dominic; nieces and nephews,
Jodi, Cris Guevara (Darlene), Rosemarie
Valencia (Al), Evelyn Sanchez (Johnny),
Victor Guevara (Cathy), Debbie, Tony and
Betty Ann with many other nieces and
nephews.

AMemorial Masswillbe heldat 11:00am,
Thursday, May 11, 2017 at Sacred Heart
Gatholic Church 7190 Highway 17, Fleming
Island, FL 32003 with Fr. Mike Pendergraft
and Fr. Donal Sullivan as celebrant.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations be made to Community Hospice
of Northeast FL in her memory. www.
communityhospice.com Please sign
the family's online guestbook at www.
broadusraines.com.  Arrangements —are
under the care of Broadus-Raines Funeral
Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043. (904) 284-4000

@roa u's:\\
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aines

Funeral Home
www.broadusraines. .com

John Keith Reisen

John Keith Reisen, 49 of Jacksonville,
Fla. passed away April 26, 2017. Russell
Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral Home
and Cremation Center, 2335 Sandridge
Road, Green Cove Springs, FL  32043.
904-284-7720. www.RHRFH.com
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Johnny L. Pons

Johnny L. Pons peacefully passed away
at home on April 30, 2017, while in the
arms of his wife. On September 18, 1956,
Johnny, was born
to Belvia Osborne
Pons, in Cleveland,
Ohio. Johnny grew up | ¢
and graduated high |+
school in Alaucha [ 4
County, Florida. He
earned his diploma
in  Funeral Direct-
ing and Embalming
from Gupton Jones
College of Mortuary
Science in Atlanta,
Georgia. Later, Johnny returned to Gupton
Jones to study and perfect the skill of Re-
storative Art. After graduating from Gupton
Jones College, Johnny traveled across the
United States and abroad restoring bodies
for funeral homes and dignitaries. In 2005,
he enrolled in Saint Johns River community
college and became an accredited law en-
forcement officer. He gained employment
with the Bradford County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He was awarded deputy of the year
for two consecutive years. Soon thereafter,
Johnny was promoted to Major Crimes De-
tective. Johnny enjoyed fishing, cooking,
farming, and raising cattle. Together with
his wife, he especially enjoyed watching
his youngest two sons play football in high
school and at Valdosta State University.

Johnny is preceded in death by his dear
friend and grandfather, John Pons, father,
Alvin Pons, and baby sister Tammy.

Johnny's sweet and precious memory
will be treasured by his family and all who
were blessed to call him a friend. He is sur-
vived by his beloved mother, Belvia Pons.
Johnny is survived by his adoring wife,
Shellie Renee’ Pons.

He is survived by three daughters and
three sons; Tammy (Pons) Keefover, Jamie
Phillips, Candace (Pons) Joseph, John L.
Pons, Vanden Fehmerling, and BC Fehm-
erling. Johnny is survived by two brothers;
Darrell Pons Sr. and Todd Pons. He is sur-
vived by his sister in law, Laura Pons and
nephew Darrell Pons Jr. Johnny is survived
by seven granddaughters and four grand-
sons. Johnny Pons is survived by his brother
by grace and lifelong best friend, Elgin Al-
tizer. He is also survived by the Archer fam-
ily, who Johnny called his second, family of
Lake Butler, FL. Johnny is loved by many
and will be missed deeply.

A visitation for Johnny L. Pons will be
held May 4, 2017 from 5-7pm al Archer
Funeral Home. His funeral service will be
held at First Baptist Church of Lake Butler
on May b5, 2017 at 11am. Graveside servic-
es will be immediately following the church
service at Windsor Methodist Cemetery. Ar-
rangements are under the care of Archer
Funeral Home located at 55 North Lake Ave.
Lake Butler, Florida 32054. For further in-
formation, please call 386-496-2008.

Johnny L. Pons

Jim K. Yarbrough

Jim K. Yarbrough, 89 of Middleburg,
Fla. passed away April 29, 2017. Russell
Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral Home
and Cremation Center, 2335 Sandridge
Road, Green Cove Springs, FL  32043.
904-284-7720. www.RHRFH.com
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David Alan McCreary

David Alan McCreary, 61, of Fleming
Island, Fla. passed away on May 1, 2017.
Please sign the family’s online guestbook
al www.broadusraines.com. Arrangements
under the care of Broadus-Raines Funeral
Home, 501 Spring St. Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043 (904) 284-4000

@roa u's-.\\
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aines

Funeral Home
wwwbroadusraines.com

Joseph Mark Satchwell

Joseph Mark Satchwell, 26 of Orange
park, FL passed away April 25, 2017.
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral
Home and Cremation Center, 2335 San-
dridge Road, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. 904-284-7720. www.RHRFH.com
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David Alan McCreary

David Alan McCreary, 61, of Fleming
Island, FL, passed away May 1, 2017.

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

BROADUS-RAINES FUNERAL HOME,
501 Spring St., Green Cove Springs, FL
(904) 284-4000

aines

Funeral Home
wwwbroadusraines.com
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¢ Funeral Directors
¢ Insurance Agents

* Attorneys
* Ministers
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‘Aaron and Burncy Bivens
FUNERAL HOME

At This Critical Point In Your Life...
Compassion & Understanding In Your Time Of Need 58

Our experienced staff includes:

¢ Counselors
* Military Veterans

AARON anpo BURNEY BIVENS
<ash  FUNERAL HOME ano CREMATION SERVICES

(904) 264-1233

crmmonsevices 329 Kingsley Avenue, Orange Park ¢ www.BivensFuneralHome.com

College [pdates

Heichel awarded scholarship
at Valdosta State University

VALDOSTA, Ga. — Ashley Heichel of
Orange Park was recently awarded the
Georgia Power Foundation and Reten-
tion Scholarship at Valdosta State Uni-
versity for the 2017-2018 academic
year.

Heichel is one of 24 currently en-
rolled, incoming first-year, or transfer
students selected to receive a scholar-
ship through the VSU Foundation Inc.
These scholarships were established
by private donors and are awarded
each year to students with excellent
academic achievement and/or financial
need. Each recipient represents the
high standards of the university.

Established in 1906, Valdosta State
University is a comprehensive univer-
sity characterized by outstanding in-
struction, a wide range of student life
opportunities, and a close connection
to the community.

Clay students inducted into
the Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. — The following
local residents recently were initiated
into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi, the nation’s oldest and most se-
lective all-discipline collegiate honor
society.

Garrett Van Dyke of Fleming Is-
land was initiated at Samford Univer-
sity. Initiated at the University of North
Florida were students Jose Zermeno,
Kyle Cohen, Peter Dalve Jr. and Stacey
Little, all of Fleming Island, along with
Brandy Rodrigues, Brooke Lawrence
and Trevor Weyandt, all of Middleburg
and Orange Park residents Michael
Zeolla, David Queen III, Dyllan Cole,
Elizabeth Benites, Haley Branscome,
Jessica Hamelin and Rebecca Billiot.

Chad Tennant of Keystone Heights
was initiated at Florida Institute of
Technology.

Meanwhile, the Alpha Epsilon
Lambda chapter at St. Johns River
State College's Orange Park campus
added 11 new members to its ranks:
Vanessa Chavez, Phillip Dechambeau,
Jessica Dechman, Harold Goslee, Mor-
gan Malone, Kelli Mulford, Casandra
Nolen, Ashley Richardson, David San-

SEE COLLEGE, 20
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Student Art Show

Bringing it all together

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK — Several Clay County
students showed their work to hundreds of
Orange Park Mall visitors over the week-
end in the annual student art show.

The show took up two wings of the mall,
with one wing dedicated to the work of Clay
County’s elementary art students, and the
other wing consisting of the work of “se-
nior” level artists from high schools and
junior highs throughout the county.

The elementary exhibit is purely for the
enjoyment of the viewers, the parents, and

perhaps most of all the young artists who
gel to see their work hanging on the wall.

“The best part is seeing the kids take
photos with their art,” said Joy Keith,
Fleming Island Elementary School K-6 art
teacher while putting the finishing touch-
es on her students’ space. “It's also great
meeting all the other art teachers because
we never get a chance to see each other.
Next year every elementary school is hir-
ing an art teacher, so I'm excited for next
year.”

Keith thinks that the participation will
be higher than ever with more schools
providing students with a teacher to pro-

mote the event and get the younger kids
interested in creating and displaying their
work. Sparking their interest at a young
age could get some of the young artists into
the senior level of competition once they
head to middle school.

Keith has several hundred students
and chose 40 pieces to be displayed in the
show, which she said really builds the self
confidence in those chosen to continue to
create art.

Across the mall, the senior exhibition
is a little different. The students in this
portion of the show have been working on
projects for the entirety of the school year

in preparation for this culminating event.
Some, though, are more serious than oth-
ers.

There are two categories for two differ-
ent types of artists, one category is judged
and the other is just for the fun of showing
work.

“Some of the students here are high-
functioning artists, and some just want to
show their work and we're including both,”
said Paul Suter, a ceramics and sculpture
teacher at Fleming Island High School.
“That's what I think is fun about this event

SEE ART SHOW, 13

Solidarity for the silent

Walk raises awareness
about sexual assault

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

JACKSONVILLE — Sexual assault is a
difficult topic to discuss, especially for the
victims of sexual violence. This is no differ-
ent for members of the United States mili-
tary, and due to the potential risk to their
careers, many victims choose not to report
their assault. Naval Air Station Jackson-
ville is hoping to put an end to this.

“Victims do stay quiet, it affects the
military differently,” said LaTresa Hen-
derson, a civilian sexual assault victim’'s
advocate at NAS Jax. “It’s hard for them
to come forward because of what happens
after talking about what happened, but we
are with [them].”

FEach April, as a part of Sexual Assault
Prevention Awareness Month, the base
hosts a silent walk called “The Weight of
Silence,” which aims to bring together ci-
vilian and military representatives from
across the base to show their support for

the victims of sexual assault both on and
off base.

The main goal of the walk is specifi-
cally aimed at those victims who choose to
stay quiet after being assaulted, showing
solidarity through a silent walk that “por-
trays the heavy burden that comes with
this silence.” Local organizations are also
present for those hoping to seek out infor-
mation on how to deal with sexual assault
when they are ready to talk about it.

This year, NAS Jax teamed up with the
Women's Center of Jacksonville, the North
Florida Women'’s Center and Quigley House
Sexual Assault Center. Quigley House is
based in Green Cove Springs and serves as
Clay County’s only 24-hour shelter for vic-
tims of sexual and domestic abuse.

“It's great to see how much everybody
helps and how many are involved to help
the survivors [of sexual assault],” said Toni
Ann Irvine, a sexual assault advocate from
Quigley House. “We are there 24/7, and the
help line is always open so that [victims]

Walkers in teal shirts make their way along the course of “The Weight of Silence” walk at NAS
Jacksonville during their annual sexual assault prevention walk April 27.

know they're never alone.”

The grant-funded organization offers
their services free of charge and works
with civilian and military victims. They
accept patients who live or work in Clay
County, no questions asked. Last year,
Quigley House served about 60 Clay Goun-
ty assault victims.

During the silent walk, the crowd was
in a mixture of teal shirts, signifying the
color of sexual assault awareness, Navy fa-
tigues, and Navy workout gear. There were
representatives from across the base, all
holding signs and walking proudly down
the main drag through the Yorktown Main
Gate together.

An assault victim herself, Henderson
told her story before the start of the walk.

“I'never thought it would happen to me,”
Henderson said. “In my mind, this was my
fault, I must have led him on. Months had
gone by without a word to anybody, slowly
suffering in silence, until one day I had the

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
Participants in “The Weight of Silence” walk hold signs at NAS Jacksonville before the start

of the April 27 walk that is held each year in honor of Sexual Assault Prevention Awareness
Month.

courage to talk to a sexual victim's advo-
cate and it was the best decision I could've
made to help me move on with the rest of
my life.”

Henderson’s story reverberated through
the crowd as they began to cheer and ap-
plaud her courage. She is the perfect ex-
ample of what happens when victims are
met with compassion and understanding
after they finally decide to come forward.
After Henderson spoke, NAS Jax Chaplain
Lt. Kyron Bell spoke to the crowd’s bowed
heads.

“Today we gather as a people united as
one,” Bell said. “The actions of a few who
have chosen to behave outside the lines of
treating others with dignity and respect
have left a gaping hole in a community
built upon trust, that affects us all. As it
relates to the growing epidemic of sexual
violence, today we stand in solidarity with
the survivors who, for reasons personal to
them, have decided to remain silent.”
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is that everybody gets to participate.”

Not everyone showing work in the ex-
hibit will grow up to be an artist or art
teacher, but being pushed by their teach-
ers to follow their creativity and show their
work should they be selected is a fulfilling
experience for even the art hobbyists.

“I wouldn't do [art] as a career, but I
really like the creativity,” said Kelly Ven-
tura, 14, a student at Oakleaf Junior High
School. “I like showing my work. We work
really hard all year, staying after school as
late as 9 p.m. to work on our projects, so
it’s really nice to get recognition. Most of
my work is kinda gloomy, but a good kind
of gloomy.”

Ventura, who was hanging her paintings
and charcoal drawings next to the work of
her friends from class, showed work for
the second year in a row.

This year marked the first time that
the show was arranged by school, and by
teacher within the schools allowing view-
ers to note the differences in the schools’
art programs. Everything was included:
photography, sculpture, ceramics, paint-
ing, drawing, and a variety of mixed media
work.

“It’s neat to see aspects of each school’s
environment in their artwork and the fo-
cus of students from different schools,”
Suter said. “A show like this brings it all
together.”

S

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
Middle school students hang their work while
setting up the senior division of the Clay
County student art shows at the Orange Park
Mall last week.
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STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Sculptures sit on a table as part of the senior
division of the Clay County student art show
at the Orange Park Mall.
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For power. performance and reliability. Jonsered
chainsaws are the brand you can count on. You can
also count on saving with up to $50 in rebates this
spring. Visit your local Jonsered dealer and pick

up a saw that's perfectly suited for your needs.
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STAFF PHOTO BY KILE B
Joy Keith arranges her Fleming Island Elementary School
students’works on a board that would be included in the
Clay County student art show at the Orange Park Mall Fri-
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STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
The Clay County elementary student art show sits on display in front of Belk in the
Orange Park Mall Friday before the official opening of the show.

Meet Dr. Gabor with «
Baptist Rheumatology

Conveniently located here
in Clay County

Gary Gabor, MD
Board-certified rheumatologist

Gary Gabor, MD, is joined by four
board-certified rheumatologists located
throughout the Northeast Florida area.
Together, their extensive expertise treats:

Team of experts:
Gary Gabor, MD
Archana Goel, MD
Swati Shah, MD
Samuel Kim, MD
Adam Bagley, MD

e Arthritis
® Lupus
e Osteoporosis

* Fibromyalgia

e Other joint
diseases Office locations:

Airport

Downtown Jacksonville

Fleming Island

Ponte Vedra

We are pleased to offer you timely
appointment scheduling, a welcoming
atmosphere, and above all, quality care.

To make an appointment with Dr. Gabor:

[] 904.396.8656

Baptist Clay Medical Campus - Changing
1747 Baptist Clay Drive, Suite 310 L BAPTIST Health Care
Fleming Island, FL 32003 HEALTH for Good®

© Baptist Health 2017

Excellent Condition, CARFAX 1-Owner, ONLY 4,128 Miles, PRICED TO MOVE
§1,000 below NADA Retail, Automatic, FUEL EFFICIENT 39 MPG Hwy/30
MPG City, Sunroof, Alloy Wheels, iPod/MP3 Input, Satellite Radio, Back-
Up Camera, Satellite Radio, Rear Spoiler, Onhoard Communications
System, Keyless Entry, P18607

904-272-2200

e/

NGE PARK

Technology Package, Amber Brownstone Exterior, Parchment Interior,
§1,500 below NADA Retail!, EPA 28 MPG Hwy/20 MPG City, FWD,
Navigation, Moonroof, Heated Leather Seats, Power Liftgate, Back-
Up Camera, Aluminum Wheels, Rear Spoiler, MP3 Player, Onboard
Communications System, Keyless Start, V6 Cylinder Engine, 17366A
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think that's opening up a whole new can of
worms.”

The dialogue left many chuckling to
their neighbors, and after the business
wrapped up, many in the audience grabbed
their things and left, signaling it was one of
the hot button topics of the day.

After the meeting, Williams said while
the chickens are under a ‘don’t ask don’t
tell’ kind of agreement at this point, he said
it would still be best to consult with neigh-
bors before considering getting chickens in
the first place. Williams said he was actu-
ally comforted knowing the town was not
going to come after him for having chick-
ens.

He said the response to his chickens
has been overwhelmingly positive, espe-
cially considering he delivers fresh eggs to
his neighbors on River Road often.

“In essence, it's a secret,” said Julie
Williams, Tom’'s wife. “Theyre obviously
not going to enforce it, which is good — it
would require a lot of manpower. Now, it's
like it’s being deregulated before they regu-
lated it.”

Not everyone in the audience Tuesday
was thrilled about the ordinance to begin
with.

“When I was a kid we had chickens run-
ning around our backyard and everything
was cozy,” said R.B. Juneau, chicken ordi-
nance opponent. “Let me take you back 25
years ago when we knew very little about

the impact of smoking. Today, would you
smoke in your house around your spouse,
your kids? Your grandkids? No! ... the stud-
ies so far are telling us that [chickens can
give you| respiratory problems, and that
impacts...all of us.”

Steven Jones, former town mayor of the
Town of Orange Park, showed support for
the ordinance before council abandoned it.

“We love them, anytime the kids come
over they love to come over and see the
chickens,” he said. “No one that comes
over says ‘oh, we smell the foul smell from
the chickens.” The manure is not a prob-
lem.”

Overall, response to the ordinance’s
abandonment and initial proposal re-
mained divided equally among those in at-
tendance at all related meetings.

Many saw the draw of fresh eggs free
from hormones and guilt appealing, while
others saw the possibility for disease, in-
sects and apocalypse far too close to their
own yard to give the go ahead on such an
ordinance.

The county currently allows backyard
chickens, but the Town of Orange Park no
longer has an ordinance, or the prospect of
an ordinance, allowing the animals.

Duval County and other surrounding
counties have ordinances allowing chick-
ens.

Overall, however, no one appeared o
leave the meeting Tuesday night with a foul
taste in their mouths.

“I'love my chickens, Julie said. “They're
gentle, they give you comfort, they're sweet
and they're kind.”

Military News

Clay Countians complete

basic training

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — Two Clay County
residents recently completed basic train-
ing with the U.S. Air Force at Joint Base
San Antonio-Lackland at San Antonio,
Texas.

Trainees completed an intensive, eight-
week program that included training in
military  discipline
and  studies, Air
Force core values, §
physical fitness, and
basic warfare prin-
ciples and skills.

Airmen who com-
plete basic training fg
also earn four cred-
its toward an asso-
ciate in applied sci-
ence degree through

Charlie A. Evans

ECIay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

A Touchstone Encrgy’ Cooperative KX
Competitive rates, not-for-profit,
right here in your community.
Keystone ¢ (352) 473-4917
Orange Park ¢ (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

the Community College of the Air Force.

Airman Charlie A. Evans, a 2017
graduate of Ridgeview High School,
earned distinction as an honor graduate.
He is the son of Cynthia Evans of Middle-
burg and William Evans of Orange Park.
Also graduating was U.S. Air Force

Airman 2
Christopher 54 3
M. Redenius, B% T
a 2015 graduate | ;

of Fleming Island
High. Redenius is §
the son of Christine
M. Redenius of
Orange Park and
brother of Catherine
M. Redenius of
Middleburg.

Christopher M.
Redenius

Fleming Island
Plastic Surgery

William A. Wallace, MD, FACS

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
Member American Society of Plastic Surgeons

(904) 990-FIPS ¢ 904plasticsurgery.com

WE'VE MOVED!
1715 Eagle Harbor Parkway, Suite B
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What does your home equity look like?

Unlocking the equity in your home is easier than you think. \With a
Home Equity Line of Credit from Capital City Bank, you'll see how the return
on your investment can fund college expenses, home improvements or a

dream vacation.

Apply for it just like a loan, and once you're approved you can access
this cash — up to your full available credit limit —whenever you'd like, for

No Closing Costs’ whatever you'd like. Go online or stop by today to apply.”
— - -
Apply today at: _:=:=‘ capltal CIty
ccbg.com/equity = A Ba“k
EB‘E wms  *Subject to credit and property approval. The introductory rate will be in effect for the first six (6) months after your account is opened. Upon expiration of the introductory rate, all balances will accrue interest at the

variable standard Annual Percentage Rate, which can range from Prime + 1% to Prime + 5% using the JP Morgan Chase Prime (JPMCP) rate (currently an APR of 4.00%) not to exceed 18% at any time. Information accurate as of
03/16/2017. After the promotional period, the variable standard APR will be based on your line amount, combined loan to value ratio, and credit rating. This offer is available to new equity line clients, and to existing equity line
clients and is subject to change without notice. Hazard insurance required and flood insurance, if applicable. Exclusions and limitations apply.No closing costs (except for survey if need) will be assessed on lines up to $250,000,
subject to the following conditions: (1) if applicable, Borrower will pay for the second and any subsequent valuations of the property; (2) in the event it becomes necessary to have a property survey conducted, Borrower will be
responsible for the associated costs. Borrower will participate in closing costs for lines exceeding $250,000. Minimum line of $10,000 required. If you close your Credit Line and we release our lien within three (3) years from the
date of closing, you will owe a prepayment penalty of 2% of the line amount not to exceed $1,500. Consult your tax advisor about possible tax benefits. Owner-occupied property only and CCB must be in a valid first or second
lien position. Refer to loan application or ask your banker for complete details. This offer may be withdrawn at any time.

Sundae

Meet Sundae ... Sheis a4 1/2 year old Staf-
fordshire Terrier Mix and has been at Safe
since June 2, 2016 when she was left on our
property after hours with a note saying they
could no longer take care of her. Sundae’s
NUMBER ONE ALL TIME favorite thing is to
picked up and held like a baby!! She MUST
be the ONLY pet in the home as she is
EXTREMELY animal aggressive, which is kinda
difficult to imagine when you see just how much she LOVES people ... she
would be best with kids 13 and older because she plays rough ... but not
meaning to hurt .. just how she plays .. and afterwards, she’s very calm
..worn out from all the attention and fun. She really enjoys playing and

is VERY toy motivated ... BUT she DOES eat them, so she needs to be su-
pervised while having them out. Sundae ENJOYS taking walks and really
does best on a chain leash. She knows the commands Sit and Stay and
apparently enjoys being a couch potato when in a home setting with her
humans. Her favorite people food is hot dogs and ice cream (hence her
name) .. she ADORES carrides, but does tend to get car sick. Her adoptio!
fee s $125 and that includes all her vaccinations, her spay, her microchip
and the first year of microchip service ... she is also heartworm negative!

Athena
Athena ... The Goddess of Wisdom, War & Crafts AND a beautiful 2 year old
Russian Blue cat here at Safe. She arrived here a year ago as a pregnant

stray and was fostered. She was very
loving and liked lounging around on your
[3p ... she was this way all until the time
her kittens were adopted out and she
returned to the shelter. When she came
back, she was depressed and sadly she
has pretty much stayed this way. We have
noticed, as of late, she is beginning to
come up to us and want a pet or scratch
or two but then quickly runs away. We
honestly believe that she will return back
to her old loving and snuggling self once she is out of the shelter environ-
ment. Her adoption fee is just $85 and that includes ALL her vaccinations,
her spay, her microchip and the first year of 24PetWatch microchip service

Safe Animal Shelter
2913 County Road 220 Middleburg
904-276-7233
Wednesday-Sunday 12pm-5pm
www.safeanimalshelter.com
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Get ready to give

Postal Food Drive
preparations underway

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK — Each May, the National
Association of Letter Carriers hosts a na-
tionwide campaign to help curb hunger in
America.

The 25th Annual Stamp Out Hunger
food drive serves as the largest single-day
food donation for communities across the
country.

Nearly 49 million Americans — 1 in 6
—are unsure where their next meal is com-
ing from. This includes 13 million children
as well as about 5 million seniors over age
60 — many of whom live on fixed incomes
and often are too embarrassed to ask for
help.

Locally, food pantries who help the
needy rely on the letter carriers’ food drive
to re-stock their shelves during the spring
drought of giving.

“For us it is the biggest day of the year

for receiving large food donations,” said
Terry Rollen of the Clothes Closet and Food
Pantry of Orange Park. “This is very critical
for all the food pantries [in Clay County].”

Rollen’s organization receives food from
the Kingsley Avenue and College Drive
post offices, with sorting taking place at
St. Catherine’s Catholic Church. Accord-
ing to Rollen, they are always in need of
volunteers at all locations, either for lifting
boxes of food, sorting food, or transporting
food via pickup trucks.

The event is on May 13 this year, with

SEE STAMP, 20

Brandi's Wigs

& Bou’rique Free Consultation
s o WE CATERTO
15 ANY CHEMOTHERAPY
Wie

CLIENTS

Largest Inventory
Best Prices

WITHTHIS AD. EXPIRES 5/14/17

37519821

j175]Blanding|BIvd1#7]
(ORANGEJPARK:320773)

Fast, Friendly &
Personal Service

2177 Kingsley AVE., Orange Park (Across from Orange Park High) ® “Pet friendly”

Tired of buying vacuums from major retailers that
don’t work or don’t provide the service you expect and deserve?

Come to Tim’s Vacuum Clinic
Our vacuums will Outperform, Outclean and Outlast other vacuums. We provide
personalized service and will match the perfect vacuum to meet your spegific,needs.

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ PARTS

All Major Brands

90 Da
LOW PR{CE
GUARANTEE

EXTENDED
WARRANTY

FREE Loaner Vacuum
We Repair all Makes & Models

FREE Service every 6 months

Simplicity

Independently owned with over 30 years experience =
VOTED BEST VACUUM STORE §*

In Clay County by Customers!

TIM'S VACUUM CLINIC ":eionirans

278-8300

920 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park

Mon-Fri 9AM-5PM
Sat 9AM-4PM

ER CARRIERS :

FoOD DRIVE

Serving Clay County for over 20 Years

KieysTire
Kiley & Larry Simpson

2 CARPET MAN
FLOORING
1988 Wells Road
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-272-8430

Next to Toys-R-Us

3285 US Hwy 17, Bay C

i Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm | Sun 12-4
Green Cove Springs on-Fri 9-6pm [Sat. 9-4 pm [ Sun 12-4 pm

www.CarpetMan.biz

2

A O QO
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Come learn about Clay County's excellent academic
opportunities! All schools and specialty programs will be on
site to showcase offerings and answer any questions you
have about your child's education and open enroliment.

May 6, 2017 )
1l0am.-2p.m, Opbqﬂf#
Clay County Fairgrounds éﬁo&‘ﬁ_ﬁ?'
o«
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DIRECTORY

€) WORSHIP GUIDE FOR CLAY COUNTY CHURCHES

The lips of the righteous
nourish many, but fools die for
lack of judgment.

—Proverbs 10:21

ARGYLE

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

6551 Argyle Forest

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

9 a.m. Sunday School 778-1491

IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA NUEVA ESPERANZA AT

ORANGE PARK-Culto Domingos/Worship 11:30 AM
8701 Argyle Forest Blvd.

Jacksonwville, FL 32244

ph. 904-779-7198

DR. Luis G. Collazo

Nuevo Nuimero Celular 939-332-1700

KIRKWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Pastor Bill Hof

8701 Argyle Forest Blvd

Sunday Worship 10a.m. Sunday School 8:45a.m
Wed. Bible Study 6:45p.m.
www.kirkwoodchurch.org

OAKLEAF BAPTIST CHURCH
800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy.
Orange Park, FL. 32065

Phone: 904-214-9066
www.oakleafbaptist.com

THE CHURCH AT ARGYLE
6823 Argyle Forest Blvd
Jacksonville FL 32244

Phone: 777-1238 Fax: 779-1845

CLAY HILL

CLAY HILL BAPTIST
6054 CR-218, Maxville - 289-9292

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Skipper Smith
Lake Asbury Comm. Center

DOCTORS INLET

DOCTORS INLET CHURCH OF GOD
Chris Oliver

144 Old Jennings Rd.

272-0919

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
Rev. Gary Shilling
2827 CR 220

RIVERS OF LIFE MINISTRIES
Skip & Sheilah Ryan

P.O.Box 324 D.I. 32030
272-5433

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Pastor Craig Bowen

564 Tara Farms Dr. (across from Doctors
Inlet Elementary near College Dr & CR 220)
272-3302

THE CROSS
Pastor Cary Sanders
582 Plantation Dr. (College Dr. extended south
from CR 220)
9 a.m. Small Groups 10:15 Worship 7 p.m. Wednesday
272-1754
PENNEY FARMS
FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
3904 State Road 16 West
Penney Farms, FL 32079
(904) 529-9084

FLEMING ISLAND

CHRIST’S CHURCH FLEMING ISLAND
5900 U.S. 17 South, Fleming Island
Services: Sunday, 9:30 am. & 11 a.m.
268-2500

CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH
5101 Lakeshore Dr. W.

Fleming Island

Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m
Sunday School 9:15 am.

CROSSWALK COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Meeting at Fleming Island Elementary)
Armand Egnew, Pastor

Sunday Worship 10:30 am.

Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
888-713-8884 - 710-8723

CROSSPOINT CHURCH
Pastor Jon Kendrick

1871 CR 220 - 264-4370
pastorjonkendrick@gmail.com

FLEMING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
(FIUMC.ORG)

Pastor Heather Harding

9:30 AM. Worship

7170 Highway 17 - 284-3366

HERITAGE BAPTIST
4325 Hwy. 17 5.+ 269-2405

GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH

5800 Hwy 17

The Rev. Mike McDonald

Sunday Services: 7 :45am-9am 11 am
www.graceanglicanchurch.com

PATHWAY CHURCH

F.I. Elementary, Lakeshore Dr. E.

10 a.m. Sunday

Teaching Pastor: Russell Franklin, 541-0092

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
David Swinyer, Pastor
4501 US. 17 S. 269-2607

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
SAT 5:30, SUN 8:00, 10:30, 5:30
7190 Hwy 17 S. - 284-3811

SAMUEL'S AWAKENING MINISTRIES
Dr Colin Lieberman

Fleming Island Plantation Amenity Center
2300 Town Center Blvd.

904-372-3716 www.samuelsawakening.wix.
com/hear

GREEN COVE SPRINGS

CELEBRATION FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
806 Oak St. « 284-1570

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Paul Salazar, Pastor
506 So. Highland Ave. - 284-5936

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Claude McEldowney
3650 Russell Rd - 284-1858

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
703 Middleburg Ave.

CONGREGATION HOLINESS CHURCH
Rev. Ronnie Surrency
Hwy. 16 - Home - 284-5913

CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH
5101 Lakeshore Drive West

Fleming Island Plantation

Rev. James Graeser « 264-6575

DECOY BAPTIST CHURCH
Bobby Baker
671 Decoy Rd. - 284-5223

FAITH BAPTIST TEMPLE
Rev. Louie Doan - 4330 CR-15A

FIRST AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCH
433 Palmetto Ave. 284-5490

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
615 Walnut St. » 284-9231
Pastor Anselmo Castano

FIRST HAITIAN CHURCH
Rev. Fritzner Jean
1489 Russell Rd.

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Buddy Dean, Pastor

5945 Hwy 17 S

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Sun.@ 10 am.; Thurs. @ 7 p.m.
850-322-4201

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Mark D. Hults

300 Gum St,, Green Cove Springs 32043
284-9261 www.firstpresgcs.org

Sunday worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
sunday school 9 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
David S. Jackson
500 Walnut St. - 284-9700

FOUNTAIN OF FAITH OUTREACH MINISTRY
Sunday services, 11 am.
Moosehaven Chapel Phone 251-5484

GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
4411 Springbank Rd., GCS

Brother Spurgeon Hayes - Pastor
Sun. School 10- 11 am.

Worship Service 11 - Noon
Sunday Eve. 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wed. Eve. 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Thursday. Eve. 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CHURCH OF GOD
3218 US. 17 N. - 284-6916

HARBOR BAPTIST CHURCH
Samuel Jewell, Pastor

1120 Clay St. at Hwy 17

Green Cove Springs « 529-5229

HIBERNIA BAPTIST CHURCH
7100 Highway 17 » Green Cove Springs
904 529-8944

HICKORY GROVE BAPTIST
310 Oakridge Ave. - GCS. - 904-284-3311

KINGDOM OF GOD IN CHRIST
Elder Scott - 1205 Houston St.

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
2674 Henley Rd. - 282-7079

LIVING WATERS WORSHIP CENTER
1104 Idlewild Ave.

MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Johnny Bryant - 1315 East St

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST
Rev. Robert L. Wright
1300 MLK Blvd. - 284-9431

MT. ZION A.M.E. CHURCH
549 Palmetto Ave.

Rev. Darcey Moser, Jr.

2001 Deel Rd.

ORANGE AVENUE BAPTIST
Rev. Darrell Sammons
1106 N. Orange Ave. - 284-3937

RUSSELL BAPTIST

2299 Sandridge Rd., GCS

Lake Asbury 284-3951

8:15am, 11:00 am & 6:00 pm Sunday Service

ST.JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH
207 Palmetto Ave, Green Cove
(Sacred Heart Parish facility)
Nicholas A. Marziani, Pastor

11 am. Sunday Worship

Phone 460-0535

ST.JOSEPH BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Embry Bradley P.O. Box 1042

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL
Rev. Celeste R. Tisdelle
400 St. Johns Ave. « 284-5434

SHARON SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
5584 Sharon Rd. » 284-0046

SOUL WINNING TEMPLE HOLINESS CHURCH
Pastor Kelvin Lockett

Ernestine Lockett (Overseer)

Sunday School 9:30 am.

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

607 Walnut Street  284-4151

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS

780 Water Oak Lane Fleming Island, Fla

(904) 284-3722

Worship services begin at 9am.and 11 am.

BEULAH BAPTIST

4579 SR-21 + 529-9530
beulahbaptist1850@yahoo.com
Sunday School 9 a.m,, Services 10 a.m
Wednesday 7 p.m.

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Marc Swarthout
CR 226 - 284-9044

FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
3904 Hwy. 16 W.
529-9084

PENNEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
“Interdenominational”
Plhng & Caroline Blvd. - 284-8200

SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH

1015 Idlewild Ave.,, Green Cove Springs
Sunday Sch 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.,,
Wed. 7 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday 8:00,.10:30, 5:30

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

7190 Hwy 17, Green Cove Springs

VICTORIOUS LIFE CHURCH

520 S. Oakridge Ave.

Green Cove Springs - 284-0623

Sunday AM S.S 9:45 Sunday AM 10:45 Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

CHRIST EVANG. LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Todd Engel, Pastor

3760 SR 21, KH

Sunday worship 9:15 am., 10:30 a.m. Wed. Bible
hour 6:30 p.m.

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE CHURCH

Rev. Paul Coleman, Pastor

1155 Orchid Avenue

Keystone Heights, FL 32656 « 352-473-2713
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30
am. Evening 6 p.m. and Wed. 7 p.m.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Hwy. 21 « 473-0602

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
SR 100 High Ridge Estates

KEYSTONE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Don Corbit, Pasto

Hwy. 21 South

9 am. Praise and Worship

10:55 a.m. Traditional Worship

352-473-3829 « www.khumc.org

MIDDLEBURG

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE OF MIDDLEBURG
Pastor M. David Goodman

4182 CR 218 Suite 6,

Middleburg, FI 32068

Sunday Worship 11:00a.m. / Wed. 7:00p.m

(904) 298-1443 or (904) 945-9663

BLACK CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
3216 State Rd. 218 « 282-4033

BLACK POND BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Charlie Hunt, Senior Pastor

3644 0ld Jennings Rd., Middleburg FL 32068
282-5718

BRANAN FIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jack Lee
908 Brannanfield Rd. 282-7970

CALVARY BAPTIST
Pastor Ken Pledger
1532 Longbay Rd. « 282-0407

CELEBRATION CHURCH - MIDDLEBURG
Meeting at Tynes Elementary
9:30a.m. & 11:15a.m. 264-8133

CINNAMON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Richard Windom
20 Cinnamon St. 282-0881

CHRISTIAN FAITH CENTER
4201 Everett Ave. - Middleburg, FL
Wendell A. Shaw, Minister

Mark Sellers, Minister 291-1235

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Charles McGuckin

1651 Russell Rd. 282-5048
Corner of CR 220 & 209

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
ANGLICAN

The Rev. W. Hall Hunt, Rector

3813 Old Jennings Rd.

904-406-5660
www.GoodSamaritanAnglican.org
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am
Sunday School 9:30-10:15am

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
1595 Baxley Road, Middleburg, FL 32068
Pastor John Sweat, Sr. 904-376-5049

EGLISE BAPTISTE DU CALVAIRE
A French-Creole Speaking Church
Dr. Samuel Louis-Jean, Pastor

1532 Long Bay Rd.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Worship Service 11:00 am.

Sunday Night 7:00pm

639-5244

EVANGEL TEMPLE

Southwest 5040 CR 218

Middleburg, FI 32068

Sunday Morning 10:40a.m. Wed. 7:30p.m.
904-291-1426

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Pastor Ira Cloud

3167 CR215

Sunday School 9:30 am.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday 7 pm to 8 p.. Children’s Church,
Student Ministries, Adult Bible Study

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Bobby R. Lewis, Jr.
2645 Blanding Blvd. 282-5289

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
Pastor Bob Coulter
3965 Old Jennings Rd. 282-1810

FREEDOM DESTINY
1241 Blanding Blvd,
Orange Park, 32065
Pastor Adam Smithyman

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Edward L. Weinberg
Everett Avenue, Middleburg
282-7777

Pastor Melvin Register

KINGSLEY LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
Zeb Cook, Pastor

6289 Mary Dot Lane

Starke, FL 32091

Sunday School 9:45a.m.

Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 7p.m.

LIVING WATERS OF MIDDLEBURG
Dennis Mills, Pastor
5118 County Road 218 West 291-0704

MADEIRA BAPTIST
Dr. Jerry Robinson, Pastor
1650 Blanding, Middleburg 291-1880

MAXVILLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rev. Linda Adkins
9140 Hwy. 301, Mxvl 289-9727

MIDDLEBURG CHURCH OF GOD
2728 Howard Rd. - 282-2957

MIDDLEBURG PRESBYTERIAN
Pastor Holly Medearis
4564 Rosemary St. « 282-0130

MIDDLEBURG UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Bryan Simpson
3825 Main St. - 282-5589

NORTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Ron Robertson

2360 Blanding Blvd (behind Karate Studio)
735-4318

MORNING STAR FAMILY CHURCH
Pastor Tom Croft
3900 Main St. 282-3393

NEW INDEPENDENT CHURCH OF GOD
4360 Longmire Rd.

OAK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Andy Montoro
CR 215, Middleburg 282-2984

PINEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN
Pastor J. D. Funyak

198 Knight Boxx Rd.
Middleburg, Florida

SALVATION ARMY
2795 CR220 - 276-6677

SOUTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Delton Kilpatrick

4565 Alligator Blvd.

904-406-2883

ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Pastor Andy Blaszkowski
1606 Blanding Blvd. - 282-0439

ST.PETER’S LUTHERAN
1614 Blanding Blvd. - 282-8876

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS

4342 County Road 218, Middleburg, Fla.

(904) 282-1040

Worship services begin at 9 a.m. on Sundays

THE ROCK BIBLE CHURCH

Intersection of CR 209 and 220 Middleburg,
Fl 32068 (904)282-5048 & #13;

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship service 10:45 a.m.

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Ron Stephans
P.O. Box 862 or 3114 CR 220 904-282-0310

ORANGE PARK

ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
317 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, Fl 32073
298-3448

Sunday 10:30 AM 6:00 PM, Wed. 7:00 PM
www.ALCFnow.org - www.prayforclay.org

ABUNDANT JOY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Rev. Donald F. Taylor

999 Blanding Blvd.

213-0048

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
2156 Loch Rane Blvd

Pastor Jerry Nordsiek

272-6370

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK
Rev. Carlos Otero

Sunday Worship

Sunday School 8:45 .m.

Worship 10:00 a.m

16 College Dr.

272-0110 www.asburyop.com

BAHA'I 1-800-22-UNITE
Jacksonville Baha'i Center

5034 Greenland Road, Jacksonville
904-646-9813

BE READY MINISTRIES

First Christian-Jewish Fellowship

Spirit and Truth Worship Center

Across From Grove Park Elem on Miller & Gano
264-6791, 778-1869, 800-445-9955

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Tomn Neal
4459 US. Hwy. 17 S.

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Paul Fowler, Pastor
3060 Moody Rd.

BIBLE BELIEVERS

Christian Fellowship

Pastor Curtis A.Beckeles Sr.
2106 Park Avenue « 269-2423

BUCKMAN BRIDGE

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
http://www.bbuuc.org

P.O. Box 844, Orange Park, FL 32067
276-3739

CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Pastor David Stocker

9 Knight Boxx Rd.

272-5774

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Sunday 10 a.m.

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
112 Blanding Blvd.
Pastor Esther Robinson - 272-4210

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
942 Oak Lane
Pastor Jerry N. Thrower 276-9099

CELEBRATION CHURCH O.P. CAMPUS
Pastor James Price

Sundays 9:30 am, 11:30 am. & 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays 6:00

904-737-1121

www.celebration.org

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
Meets Sunday at 2:00 at Wilson Inn on
Collins Road

CLAY COMMUNITY CHURCH

801-3 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park, FL 32065
Pastor David Thomasson

Service 9:30 am.
www.claycommunitychurch.org

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Rev. Bill Register

6865 Pine Avenue, Fleming Island
904-284-3030

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD
J.A. Jones, Pastor
DeBarry & Gano - 264-7540

FAITH MINISTRIES
406 Jefferson Ave.
Orange Park, FL 32065 « 213-0629

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ORANGE PARK

David Tarkington, Pastor
1140 Kingsley Ave. » 264-2351

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
ORANGE PARK

Jim Joiner, Pastor

2876 Moody Rd. » 272-1250

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Rev. Kedron Nicholson

245 Kingsley Ave.

Sunday: 8:00a.m. in the Chapel (with music)
10:30a.m. in the Church (with music)
264-9981

HIGHPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH
Pastor Mike Hailey

Pastor Tommie Darm

84 Knight Boxx Road

272-7949

Sundays 9:00 & 10:30 am.
www.highpointccop.com

ISLAND VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
900 Park Avenue - www.ivbc.org
Bible Study 9:15 & Worship 10:30

JOURNEY CHURCH
Lake Grey Boulevard
483-6881

Pastor Eric Jaffe

www journeychurch.org

KINGSLEY AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1365 Kingsley Avenue, OP, FL

9:30 Bible Study, 10:30 Worship,

6:00 p.m. Worship and 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Ryan Tuten, Minister

Andy McDonald, Youth & Family Minister
2539 Moody Rd.

264-2463

LIGHTHOUSE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Romeo Cerico

Meets at New Life Fellowship

1045 Blanding Blvd,, Ste. 209

Orange Park - 945-4712 - www.Ibbcjax.vpweb.com

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
1134 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park;

Sunday Adult Bible Study 9:30 am.,

Main Worship Service at 10:30 am.,

both with free nursery and child services.

ORANGE PARK UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Dr. Charles Lever, Pastor

Worship: 8:00, 9:25, 11:00 « Youth: 6:30
2105 Park Avenue. « 264-2241

ORANGE PARK CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3212 Moody Rd. - 269-5623

ORANGE COVE SEVENTH-DAY

ADVENTIST CHURCH

New Pastor - Andre’ Van Heerden
Prayer meeting Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Worship at 11:20 a.m. Saturday

4501 US Hwy 17 South « 269-2607

ORANGE PARK PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. John Diller

Sunday School 9:30 am and 11:00am
Worship 9:30 am. & 11 am.

1905 Park Avenue

264-0536 « www.oppresby.com

RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST

Rev. Michael Clifford

939 Blanding Blvd. 272-3791

9:30 a.m. Connection Groups/Bible Study
10:45 am. Worship Service

ST. CATHERINE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Ignatius Plathanam, CMI, Pastor
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil Eucharist 5pm

Sunday Eucharist 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm
Sunday Eucharist (Spanish) 6:30pm

1649 Kingsley Ave.

264-0577

ST. GILES PRESBYTERIAN
Troy Lewis, Pastor
116 Foxridge Dr. 272-1244

ST.JAMES AME CHURCH
Alesia Scott-Ford, Pastor

504 Mclntosh Ave.

Sunday Service 11a.m. 278-7037

ST. SIMON BAPTIST CHURCH

9:30 AM. Sunday School

11:00 AM. Traditional Worship Service

6:30 P.M. Wed, Prayer Service and Bible Study
Rev. W.H. Randall, The Pastor

1331 Miller Street, Orange Park, FL. 32073
904-215-3300

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

461 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park, Fla.

(904) 272-1150

Worship services begin at 9am.and 11 am.on
Sundays

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Jerry Larkford
1134 Blanding Blvd. 272-1017

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
OF ORANGE PARK
109 Industrial Loop. N 276-7642
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70 residents, business owners and city
council members, concerns were raised
about one Corridor regulation that pro-
hibits businesses from having outside dis-
plays. Others in attendance urged the city
to look at more ways to make the city more
visually-attractive.

“I'm all for the looks of it — the shrub-
bery, the greenery, I want it to be nice
looking.  We work
on expensive cars,
$300,000-t0-
400,000 cars. Very |
expensive cars, so |
don’t want somebody
pulling up to some-
thing where their |
car costs more than
my shop,” said Hol-
man, owner of Visu-
al FX Custom Paint
and Body, who plans
to close on the property in June.

Holman, a Lake Asbury resident, wants
to consolidate his current Orange Park and
St. Augustine locations into one central
location downtown. In planning his new
shop, he said he wanted to have a good re-
lationship with city hall, but he also ques-
tions whether the strict regulations are
hurting business.

“When [ came to the meeting, every-
body’s biggest concern was that it's a body
shop — the noise from my body shop,”
Holman said. “Everybody stood up here
— noise, noise, noise, noise — that's all 1
heard. Well, all the doors face a busy road
[Orange Avenue]. Now, I'm going to turn
them around and I'm going to face them to
all the people that live back here. These
are the kind of rules that make it difficult.
It's going to cost me $30,000-40,000 or
more just to move these doors.”

He said he would also like to have an
outside display to be able to showcase
some of the automotive and boat restora-
tions he and his crew complete. He envi-
sions a professionally-designed concrete
pad with landscaping where passersby
could gawk.

“We have a '69 Camaro — its’ a
$150,000 car. No outside displays. We're
not talking about an old car on blocks out
front. Whether you like cars or not, most
people can appreciate old cars. Those are
some of the things I think we can tweak [in
the ordinance],” Holman said.

Lifelong Green Cove Springs resident
Rick Beseler — former Sheriff of Clay Coun-
ty — said he has had trouble renting his
commercial property to businesses since
the Gateway Corridor was established due
specifically to the rule governing outdoor
displays of merchandise. However, he was
eventually able to rent the property after
requesting an exception from the city. Like
Holman, Beseler suggests the Gateway
Corridor ordinance be “tweaked” or modi-
fied to address the issue.

“The beautification part of it, I've got no
problem with, I think everything needs to
be pretty,” Beseler said. “And you can do

Paul Holman

This is a preliminary sketch of what the old Fred Davis Buick dealership on Orange Avenue
will look like after Paul Holman of Lake Asbury transforms the building to house the new
headquarters of his company Visual FX Custom Paint and Body. He is investing $1.4 million
to consolidate his Orange Park and St. Augustine operations here.

that with a gun shop or a car dealership
or whatever, but I think we should look at
relaxing some of the standards that were
put into place because I think the vision
was at the time was ‘let’s have boutiques
and tea rooms and coffee shops and stuff
like that’ and that's all great, but this is a
rural community.”

Describing the Gateway Corridor or-
dinance as onerous, Beseler said he be-
lieves it is keeping some businesses oul
of the city that should be here.

“Let’s have a can-do attitude instead
of when you walk in and say we want to
open a business — here’s five reasons why
we can't do it — let’s have five reasons
why we can,” Beseler said.

After Beseler spoke, Mayor Pam
Lewis said the town hall was being held
because a number of residents and busi-
ness owners had raised various concerns
about the Gateway Corridor. She said
the council wants to hear “what people
want.”

Not every attendee spoke oul against
the Gateway Corridor. Green Cove
Springs resident Edward Gaw, owner of
the fishing gear and tackle distributor
Hi-Liner, complimented city council for
having passed the Corridor ordinance.
He pointed out that “there are very few
municipalities that don’t impose some
type of limitations and restrictions within
their bounds.” He said the city should
stick to its plan.

“We currently have a fairly well

thought out and well vetted and defended
planning and zoning code for the [Gate-
way| Corridor. As
we have seen re-
cently, this code |
includes the possi-
bility of exceptions
that grant exemp-
Lions to this code. I [*=
would contend that ¥
this is exactly the
wrong time (0 be |
lowering our stan-
dards,” Gaw said.

Gaw cautioned attendees that the
forthcoming First Coast Expressway is
going to be “a game changer” for the city
of Green Cove Springs.

“In light of the current state of the
economy, robust appreciation and great-
er area infrastructure improvements, we
must be careful of the future we wish for,”
Gaw said.

Janis Fleet, development services di-
rector for the city, said the comments at
the April 29 town hall meeting will be put
together in a report she will present (o
city council.

“We're going to synthesize the infor-
mation — go through it — and then at some
point in time, we'll present it to the coun-
cil with the recommendations. It's really
up to the council to determine what they
want to do,” Fleet said.

—— g~ | g
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First Assembly Fleming Island

Dealing with Sorrow

In 1871, the tragedy that was to become
known as “The Great Chicago Fire™ virtu-
ally destroyed the city. Horatio G. Spafford
was an attorney in the city who had exten-
sive investments in real estate. He lost a
fortune as a result of the fire. That same
year, his only son died from scarlet fever
at four years of age.

Two years later, still aching from the
losses, Spafford decided to take a trip to
Europe with his wife and four daughters.
He booked passage on the famous luxury
ship, the Ville de Harve. At the last minute,
an important business matter required
Horatio to be in New York. He decided to
send his wife and daughters on to Europe
promising to join them as soon as possible.

In the early hours of November 22,
1873, while gliding smoothly through the
waters of the Atlantic, the Ville de Harve
collided with an iron sailing vessel. Within
two hours, the ship had sunk beneath the
waves. Only 47 survived the shipwreck;
226 perished. Among those who died were
the four daughters of Horatio Spafford.
Mrs. Spafford survived. The rescued sur-
vivors were taken to Cardiff, Wales. When
she arrived, she immediately cabled her
husband a message: “Saved alone.”

Spafford quickly started the journey to
join his wife. One night on the passage, the
ship’s captain said to him, “We are passing
over the location where the Ville de Harve
went down.” He went to his cabin, but was
unable to sleep. He prayed, “It is well; the
will of God be done.” He soon wrote the
words to the wonderful hymn, “It is Well
with My Soul.”

When peace, like a river,
attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot,
Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Whatever you are dealing with today,
God's grace is sufficient for you!

www.firstagcc.org

Write the Pastor at
firstagce.org

PastorBill@

Receive
“Inspirational
Messages”

From
Pastor
Bill Register

™ L8 Text EZNRC12283

B3

to 313131

Remain Anonymous
Phone number protected

.......
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Dealing with Difficult Weeds

By Wayne Hobbs
Environmental Horticulture Agent

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — Every yard
seems Lo have one. That dollar weed that
stays in the turf, the torpedo grass in your
beds, or the green briar growing through
your hedge — the [&
weeds that just nev
er seem Lo go away
You pull them, cu
them and  spray |
them but they jus
seem Lo come back. [
Is it hopeless, no
but there are some
methods for each |°
that can help you
gain control over
your toughest weeds.

Wayne Hobbs

Green Briar

The common name for several species
of the genus Smilax are found in Florida,
green briars can grow extensively through
the landscape. These vines can be identi-
fied by their green stem, thorns and vari-
able shaped leaves that grow upwards or
outwards, oftentimes covering over land-
scape plants in their way. This plant starts
as a seed but grows quickly and develops
an underground bulb that can become
quite large and if you kill one shoot, an-
other bulb may quickly send a new one to

take its place.

Control of green briar can be achieved
in a few ways. First of all, it is always easi-
er to deal with these plants and other vines
when they are young and small. Digging
the shoots and bulbs from the ground is
often effective but may be time consuming.
Glyphosate, commonly known as Round-
up and found in many other products, or
tricoplyr, the active ingredient in Brush-B-
Gone can be used for chemical control, just
make sure to move the vines to be sprayed
out and away from nearby desirable plants.
You can also cut the shoots to the ground
and then treat the new growth, which is
usually more susceptible to chemicals. If
you see new shoots after an application,
apply the product as described on the la-
bel again until new growth ceases. You can
also consider painting the herbicide on
stems or leaves with a brush or pouring
some in a floral water pick with a cap and
placing stem into the solution.

Torpedograss

One of the most aggressive invasive
grass species, Torpedograss can be iden-
tified by its sharply pointed growing tips,
hairy leaf sheaths and margins, and its
long length (often up to 3-feet). If you have
a grass that keeps growing up your shrubs,
this is likely the culprit. Torpedograss is
also known for how hard it is to remove

NEW RAPID GROWTH CD

14 month CD
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may end at any time without notice. Rates accurate as of 3/09/2017.
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%
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from the landscape.

Pulling the grass can be somewhat ef-
fective, but if one small part of the under-
ground stem is left, the grass can return.
The most effective control is through the
use of glyphosate products on the leaves
and multiple applications are often need-
ed. Like the green briar, it can also be ef-
fective to cut back the grass and spray the
young emerging leaves as they are more
susceptible to the chemicals.

Dollarweed

One of the most maligned plants found
in Clay County has to be Dollarweed. This
frequent St. Augustinegrass invader loves
moist conditions and can be identified by
its round leaves and white stems. It can
also be found heavily in landscape beds
and surprisingly, parts of the plant are ed-
ible.

To control this weed, one of the first
keys is to make sure you are not overwa-
tering your lawn and landscape and giving
the plant its favorite growing conditions.
If it is still an issue, control it chemically
within the lawn with a product safe for
your turfgrass. A list of effective products
can be found at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
ep389. In beds, hand removal can work
but small pieces of the plant can regrow
if left in the soil. A spray of glyphosate or
another non-selective herbicide can offer
some control.

If you have any questions aboul the
Master Gardener program, landscape and
garden topics, or need plant or pest ma-
terials identified, contact the University
of Florida/IFAS Extension Office online at
http://www.clay.ifas.ufl.edu, follow us on
Facebook, or call by phone at (904) 284-
6350.

AMERICA'S HOME PLACE

CUSTOM BUILT ON YOUR LAND

MAY OFFER

UP TO $5,000 IN UPGRADES!*

For a limited time only, customers who sign a
new contract in the month of May will receive
up to $5,000 in FREE upgrades!
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Entrepreneur with Clay
County ties forms deal
with Visit Jacksonville

JACKSONVILLE — A former Fleming Island
entrepreneur has formed a new partner-
ship with Jacksonville’s tourism agency.

Zachary Schwartz's mobile app intoGo
is now the official app for Visit Jackson-
ville, the agency that helps welcome more
than 20 million visitors each year to Jack-
sonville and the region.

The app will help guests who are look-
ing to experience area beaches, parks,
cultural attractions, restaurants and other
destinations know where 1o go.

“With mobile Technology being neces-
sary Lo today’s traveler, it's a relief to work
with Visit Jacksonville to ensure our city’s
visitors are covered from every angle. To-
gether, we are going to move Jacksonville
up on a travelers’ destinations list from a
maybe to a must see!” Schwartz said.

The intoGo app offers users lists of
events, attractions and business to dis-
cover in Jacksonville and offers top picks

‘re Into. Where To Go.

Jacksonville!

Download Today

and personalized recommendations based ¢ Building
on the users’ preferences and likes and the " o\h
distance from their location. ComeTO“
The app also organizes attractions and :
business inlo itineraries or collections that | [ lr"'“‘ . :
group together suggestions for ‘a night l R 11111 TS .\ INTRODUCING
out,” ‘hiking and biking trails,” ‘family fun,”  J{[f RE ' 1 LEHPG = | 5
‘happy hour” and ‘cool date ideas,” to name o gl LN Clay County s newest
afow. L . 8 : luxurious retirement
More than ever, visitors are engaging " Sasca., 4 . i
with our destination via mobile. They are N = - 11V1ng communlty,

using their phones to research our web-
site and connect with us via social media,

s0 it is very fitting for us to solidify this AR A1 g 1"“" il
partnership with intoGo and provide visi- i b Undeile _— = ‘__ 111
lors comprehensive destination informa- - 21|10 ——

tion specifically formatted for their mobile
devices,” said Katie Mitura, vice president
of marketing and communication at Visit
Jacksonville.

Schwartz, who began his career in
print guides. For five years now, Schwartz
has been creating and re-creating digital,
mobile guides. In 2015, Zachary won One-
Spark with TheCity.Guide and shortly after
raised funding from the Frisch Family to
build intoGo.

The app launched in November 2016

and has quickly grown Lo become the No. S y 4 ' Tuesday’ May 9,2017
1 most-downloaded and used mobile re- : L
source for Northeast Florida with more 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.

The Canterfield community offers Independent and

than 10,000 active users. In January, :
Assisted Living with Memory Care, so residents can

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 4:00 p.m.
Schwartz won first place and $1,000 in

Clay County’s inaugural innovation festival “age in place” safely and securely. Programs are designed Liv'e Music, Food and Beverqges,

“Pitch in the Park” held at Town Hall. to encourage residents to be as active — and as social - Building Tours and Door Prizes
A free download for Apple and Android as they desire.

platforms, intoGo will be promoted to visi- Canterfield of Clay County offers elegant Canterfield of Clay County

lors at all visilor centers, visitjacksonville. surroundings, a caring professional staff 1611:W1nners Cl.l‘Cle

com, in the official Visit Jacksonville maga- and many on-site amenities...all provided to “t.32“‘;3 Old Jennings Road

zine and a targeted marketing campaign. enhance the Canterfield lifestyle experience. Middleburg, FL 32068

904-295-6652
www.canterfieldofclaycounty.com

To ensure all local businesses and at-
tractions are on the app, intoGo is asking
them to connect with them to be added
to the database. Businesses can contact

Zachary at zachary@intogo.com or (904) légmzl?/y{eﬂq/ 15@ 150{M%

574-2494 for more information. n

An Assisted and Independent Living Community
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volunteers needed between 2 p.m. until
around 7:30 p.m. according to literature
distributed by Rollen. Pizza, snacks and
water will be provided to volunteers.

Carriers will pick up the bulk of the
donations on their routes that day, but for
those who will be out of town or want to do-
nate early, donations are accepted as soon
as Monday of next week. Brown paper bags
will be provided by the post offices along
with a card detailing the items that will be
accepted for donation. Rollen advises leav-
ing the items in donors’ mailboxes to make
sure nothing gets picked up by dishonest
citizens before carriers make it to the box.

Rollen’s food pantry, which mainly
serves Northern Clay County, will receive
donations from the two USPS branches
listed above, but post offices and food
banks will be collecting food throughout
the county.

“There is a lot of need countywide,”
Rollen said, “even though the economy has
gotten better.”

Rollen said that in Northern Clay, her
organization provides food and clothing to
about 7,500 people every year.

Since 1993, when the national food
drive began, letter carriers in every part of
the country have worked with family mem-
bers, friends, other postal co-workers and
allies to use the second Saturday in May as
a day to give something back to the com-
munities that know and trust us.

“Too many people in this country are
going hungry,” said Fredric Rolando, NALG
president. “We know this to be true be-
cause we see it as we deliver to every ad-
dress in America at least six days a week.”

Last year, the food drive collected a
record 80 million pounds of nonperishable
food, raising the total amount of donations
picked up over the quarter-century history
of the drive to more than 1.5 billion pounds

For more information on how to get in-
volved with the food drive, contact Rollen
at (904) 269-5491.

from page 11

tana, Emmy Pedro Santiago and Danielle
Torres.

“I charge you to explore always for
truth and to dedicate yourselves to the cul-
tivation of the well-reasoned life, a prelude
to service and honor,” said SJR State fac-
ulty advisor Don Lafond.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 un-
der the leadership of Marcus L. Urann who

had a desire to create a different kind of
honor society: one that recognized excel-
lence in all academic disciplines. Today,
the Society has chapters on more than
300 campuses in the United States and the
Philippines. Since its founding, 1.5 million
members have been initiated into Phi Kap-
pa Phi. Some of the organization's notable
members include former President Jimmy
Carter, NASA astronaut Wendy Lawrence,
novelist David Baldacci and YouTube co-
founder Chad Hurley.
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insfilling the love df reading

LAKE ASBURY — The Early Learning Coalition of North Florida recently launched
a reading program that uses different methods for literacy retention.

The Mother Goose program centers around teaching through nursery rhymes and
was developed through the collaboration of the ELGC staff and Literacy Outreach As-
sistant Sandi Dunnavant.

During her career as a media specialist in the Clay County School District, Dun-
navant began teaching children to learn rhyming skills, which in turn, helped children
learn to read more quickly and the response was always positive and fun for the
children.

“Many nursery rhymes use numbers, counting and other techniques which help
children’s cognitive development,” Dunnavant said. “The use of patterns and se-
quence help children learn easy recall and memorization.”

The new program was implemented by Dunnavant and ELC Reading Pal volun-
teers in local preschools and consisted of a Mother Goose theme. Different stories
were performed which centered around music and rhythm sticks. All children in at-
tendance also received a free book bag filled with Mother Goose books. The teach-
ers all received a gift packet filled with books and resources to further instruct the
children with nursery rhymes.

Due to the program’s success, ELG plans to continue the program and are looking
for donations so more local daycare centers can enjoy the new program.

Here, Dunnavant along with Mother Goose and ELC volunteer Bonnie Nackino
read on April 25 to students at Lake Asbury Elementary in their VPK classroom.

Based in St. Augustine, the Coalition serves Baker, Bradford, Clay, Nassau, Put-
nam and St. Johns counties. To learn more about the program or donate, please con-
tact Joan Whitson atjwhitson@elcnorthflorida.org or call (904) 342-22617.
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Unpermitted handgun leads
to arrest

MIDDLEBURG — A Middleburg man was
arrested Tuesday after deputies discov-
ered he was carrying a handgun without
a proper concealed
carry permit, a mis-
demeanor.

Deputies arrest-
ed Joshua Francis
Bushey, 27, May 2
after a pat down re-
vealed he possessed
a handgun in his
back pocket without
proper permitting.

Deputies arrest-
ed Bushey on the
1700 block of Bluejay Drive in Middleburg
and transported him to the Clay County
Jail. At press time, he had bonded out of
jail.

Incident in a tow yard with a
shotgun leads to arrest

MIDDLEBURG — A man living in a trail-
er in a Middleburg A1 Towing lot was ar-
rested Saturday after he allegedly pointed
a shotgun at his co-workers in a drunken
rage, the report said.

The Clay County
Sheriff’s Office ar-
rested Charles Ed-
ward Carter, 63,
April 29 after depu-
ties were dispatched
in response to re-
ports that a man liv-
ing and working at
the A1 Towing tow
yard on the 3000
block of Joe Johns
Road in Middleburg
had pointed a shotgun at his co-workers.

Deputies made contact with Carter,
who exited his trailer unarmed and com-
plied with deputies’ orders. According to
the report, deputies smelled a strong odor
of alcohol on Carter upon his arrest.

His co-workers at the tow yard said
that after towing a vehicle to the yard be-
cause it had broken down, Carter exited his
trailer, which is in the tow yard, wielding a
shotgun. He then cocked the shotgun and
threatened to kill the victims if they did not
leave the tow yard, according to the report.

Deputies transferred Carter to the Clay
County Sheriff’s Office and charged him
with one count of aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon without intent to kill.

Deputies transferred him to the Clay
County Jail, where he remained on a
$75,003 bond.

Charles Carter

Green Cove Springs man
arrested for multiple auto
burglaries

LAKE ASBURY — Deputies arrested a
Green Cove Springs man Saturday for his
alleged involvement with two juveniles in
breaking into three automobiles.

The Clay County Sheriff's Office ar-
rested Kieshawn Ray Capri Smith, 20,
April 29 after deputies allegedly witnessed
the defendants walking on the 3000 block
of Southbank Circle
not far from Lake
Asbury Junior High
with flashlights look-
ing for unlocked ve-
hicles.

The deputy asked
for backup and made
contact with the de-
fendants, who then
fled on foot. After a [
short distance, dep-
uties apprehended
all three defendants.

Deputies separated the subjects and
discovered multiple items located in the
back of a truck parked in a driveway along
with multiple items scattered in the lawn.

The items appeared to be property from
several automobile burglaries throughout
the neighborhood.

An investigation revealed Smith to be
the alleged ringleader of the group of two
juveniles, the report said.

Deputies transported Smith (o the
Clay County Jail, where he remained on a
$75.009 bond.

Kieshawn Smith

Cable cutting caper ends
in arrest

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — A Green Cove
Springs man is free from the Clay County
Jail on bond after being arrested for van-
dalism.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office arrest-
ed Brandon Christo-
pher Demott, 34, on
May 1 at 1:38 p.m.

According to the
police report, a wit-
ness told police they
saw Demott break
into an AT&T phone
box in the 3000
block of Russell Road
on April 30 and “cut
all wires inside the
box which connect
residents to AT&T phone and internet ser-
vices.”

An AT&T crew member estimated the
value of the damage to be $1,500, police
said.

Officials in the Jacksonville AT&T office
could not provide the number of residents
impacted by the cut, officials said they take
such acts of vandalism seriously.

“Vandalism of communications infra-
structure is a serious matter that affects
public safety and the community at large.
In this case, a small number of landline
voice and internet service customers in
the area were impacted by the Sunday in-
cident. Our technicians quickly responded
and restored services,” said AT&T spokes-
woman Rosie Montalvo.

Demott was charged with one count of

Brandon Demott

vandalism valued at $1,000 or more.

Melrose man seriously injured

Melrose — The Florida Highway Patrol
reports that a Melrose man received seri-
ous injuries in a single-vehicle accident on
April 28.

Police said Adam J. Kruger, 22, was
driving southbound on State Road 21 at
10:30 p.m. when his 2007 Kia Sedona
veered off the roadway and entered the
southbound shoulder of the roadway.

The Kia entered the driveway of Key-
stone Heights United Methodist Church
and struck a curb, travelled through a
grassy lawn and rolled over several times,
according to an FHP press release.

The roof of the Kia struck a tree and
came o rest facing upright on the church
property.

Kruger was ejected during the crash
as he was not wearing a safety belte. He
was transported to UF Health hospital in
Gainesville.

Man extradited from South
Carolina to face gun charges

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The Clay
County Sheriff’s Office has extradited a
Jacksonville man from a South Carolina
jail to face charges [
here in Clay County.

On April 26, po-
lice charged Joshua
Mantel ~ Simmons,
25,  with  three
counts of grand theft
of a firearm and one
count of grand theft
in connection with
a January incident
involving  Simmons’
former roommate.

According to the arrest warrant, the
victim told police that he came home on
Jan. 31 to find his bedroom ransacked and
missing two guns valued at $1,455, a Play-
Station 4 and games valued at $1,050 and
$2,505 in cash.

A second victim also told police that he
was missing a gun valued at $550 from the
home in the 700 block of Kirk Street. The
victim named Simmons as a suspect telling
police that Simmons was the person seen
in the house.

On Feb. 7, police in Sumter, South
Carolina faxed a report to the Green Cove
Springs Police Department to notify them
that Simmons had been arrested there in
a domestic incident between Simmons and
the mother of his child. Police said Sim-
mons, who had taken a bus to South Caro-
lina, was also in possession of an AR 15
gun and 20 rounds of ammunition.

Police there charged Simmons with re-
ceiving stolen property.

At press time, Simmons remains in the
Clay County Jail where his bond is set at
$85.,012.

Joshua Simmons

Man charged with beating
father

ORANGE PARK - Authorities have
charged an Orange Park area man with
battery on a person over age 65 after a
brief investigation.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office arrest-
ed Kenneth Dwayne
Green, 24, on April
26 at 8:11 p.m. after
responding to a fight
at a home in the 700
block of Washington
Avenue.

According to the
police report, Green
and his father got
into a verbal argu-
ment when the fa-
ther asked Green
something about a pressure washer that
came up missing.

“The victim stated he left the bedroom
and the defendant ran out of his bedroom,
approached him, and began striking him in
the face, neck, and ribs with a closed fist,”
states the police report.

Police said the victim had lacerations
on his left eyebrow, left ear and a bruise on
the left side of his ribcage.

Police booked Green into the Clay
County Jail where, at press time, he re-
mained with bond set at $15,003.

Kenneth Green

Fleming Island High student
suspended after posting
“slaves” for sale

FLEMING ISLAND - Clay County au-
thorities are investigating an inappropri-
ate Craigslist posting apparently made by
a student at Fleming Island High School.

According to reports the ad, which has
since been taken offline, showed a picture
of two black females sitting in school desks
with the caption “Two healthy negro slave-
gals for sale. Good Condition and hard work
ethic! If you need another pair of hands
around the farm/house, you're in luck!”

The Clay County School District has
confirmed the post was made by a student
who has been suspended for 10 days and
the principal has referred the student to an
alternative school. The school board has to
act on that request and could choose to ex-
pel the child.

Clay County School Superintendent
Addison Davis said the proper steps have
been taken to discipline the student whose
name has not been released. District
spokesperson Nicole Synder confirmed the
student was a senior and a male.

“Clay County District Schools was made
aware of an inappropriate post on the in-
ternet last night(April 26). The Fleming
Island High School administration immedi-
ately began to investigate this concern in
order to identify the individual who posted
this inappropriate picture. After launch-

SEE POLICE, 23
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Arrests & Bookings

Tuesday, May 2

Bristol, Johnnie, 42, Jacksonville, CCSO,
DWLSR

Bushey, Joshua, 27, Middleburg, CCSO,
Concealed Weapon Law Violation

Chevier, John, 37, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Scheme to Defraud and Obtain Property, Grand
Theft $300-4,999

Davis, Jeffrey, 52, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, DUI

Fountain, George, 53, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, Criminal Mischief, Aggravated Assault
With a Deadly Weapon

Herring, Sheena, 40, Valdosta, Ga., CCSO,
Grand Theft $300-4,999

Ingram, Kenneth, 57, Orange Park, CCSO,
Soliciting Funds Within a Transportation Facility

Iraso, Marisol, 41, Middleburg, CCSO, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Drug
Equipment

Johnson, Veronica, 36, Middleburg, CCSO,
Grand Theft $300-4,999, Passing a Counterfeit
Bill

Parshall, Kelly, 30, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Domestic Battery

Shull, Robert, 38, Orange Park, CCSO, Selling
Heroin

Tome, Paola, 21, Orange Park, CCSO, Violate
Probation - Community Control

Young, Clayton, 23, Lawtey, Fla., CCSO, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Monday, May 1

Adams, Jason, 37, Palm Coast, Fla., CCSO,
Drug Equipment Possession, Possession of a
Controlled Substance

Bijeau, Lorenzo, 29, Jacksonville, CCSO, Non-
Support

Bradley, Yolanda, 37, Orange Park, CCSO,
Possession of Heroin, Possession of Not More
Than 20 g. Cannabis, Advertising Drug Para-
phernalia

Cagle, Crystal, 41, Saint Johns, Fla., CCSO,
Simple Battery

Crews, Christina, 36, Orange Park, CCSO,
Possession of Methamphetamine, Drug Equip-
ment Possession

Demott, Brandon, 34, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Vandalism $1,000+

Dionne, Paul, 36, Jacksonville, CCSO, Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance, Driving Without
a Valid License, Possession of Not More Than 20
g. Cannabis, Drug Equipment Possession

Douglas, Renard, 37, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, Trespassing

Edwards, Charles, 31, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Non-Support

Gibbs, Floyd, 23, Green Cove Springs, GC-
SPD, DWLSR, Possession of Not More Than 20 g.
Cannabis, Possession of Forged Note

Harris, Michael, 41, Maxville, CCSO, Failure
to Report Residence Change, Failure to Report
Vacating Permanent Residence

Hines, Tevin, 24, Jacksonville, CCSO, Intro-
ducing or Removing Contraband Into County
Jail

Knapp, Preston, 23, Middleburg, CCSO, Pass-
ing a Counterfeit Bill, Grand Theft

Martin, Adam, 46, Jacksonville, CCSO, Violate
Probation - Community Control

Matthews, Justin, 31, Jacksonville, CCSO,
FTA - Failure to Redeliver Hired or Leased
Vehicle

Murkey, Annalise, 26, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Petit Theft

Stone, Paul, 38, Middleburg, CCSO, Posses-
sion of Heroin, Giving False Name or ID, Posses-
sion of Harmful New Legend Drug

Styles, Christopher, 34, Fort Myers, Fla,,
CCSO, VOP -Trespassing

Sumpner, Christopher, 43, St. Louis, Mo,
CCSO, Possession of Heroin, Drug Equipment
Possession

Sunday, April 30

Bailey, James, 26, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Carrying an Unlicensed Electric Weapon
Or Device

Cook, Brandy, 36, Middleburg, CCSO, Fugi-
tive From Justice

Crisp, Katherine, 21, Jacksonville, OPPD,
Drug Equipment Possession

Griffis, Adriene, 28, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Domestic Battery

Hodges, Kentoris, 24, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, Felony Battery, Domestic Battery By
Strangulation, Battery On Person 65 or Older

Knapp, Preston, 23, Middleburg, CCSO,
Schemes to Defraud Using Communications
Technology, Grand Theft $300-4,999

Letang, Arlington, 27, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Drug Equipment Possession

Malagon, Antonio, 35, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, VOP - Simple Domestic Battery

Oaks, Teresa, 36, Middleburg, CCSO, Non-
Support

Perez Jimenez, Antelmo, 29, Green Cove
Springs, OPPD, Driving Without a Valid License

Sprague, Donavan, 19, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Battery

Stidham, Devon, 19, Jacksonville, OPPD,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Saturday, April 29

Barwick, Roger, 55, Orange Park, OPPD, Ag-
gravated Battery On Pregnant Female

Bowling, Richard, 37, Middleburg, CCSO,
Criminal Mischief

Bussey, David, 31, Jacksonville, CCSO, Pos-
session of a Firearm or Ammo By Convicted
Felon, Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Can-
nabis, Drug Equipment Possession, Possession
of a Controlled Substance

Carter, Charles, 63, Middleburg, CCSO, Ag-
gravated Assault With a Deadly Weapon

Faison, Timothy, 21, Fleming Island, CCSO,
Defrauding the Innkeeper/Obtain Food/Lodg-
ing

Hirst, John, 53, Green Cove Springs, CCSO,
Simple Battery

Smith, Kieshawn, 20, Green Cove Springs,

CCSO, Three Counts of Burglary, Contributing to

the Delinquency of a Minor, Causing a Child to
Commit an Act of Delinquency

Thomas, Juan Antonio, 23, Jacksonville,
CCSO, FTA - Attached Tag Not Assigned

Friday, April 28

Aleong, Christopher, 31, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Drug Equipment Possession

Allen, Natalie, 44, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Domestic Battery

Colon Castro, Christian, 29, Jacksonville,
OPPD, Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Can-
nabis, Drug Equipment Possession

Cox, Jonathan, 24, Keystone Heights, CCSO,
Domestic Battery

Hanson, Amanda, 31, Fleming Island, CCSO,
Habitual Traffic Offender, DUI, DUI With Prop-
erty Damage

Johnson, Carron, 30, Middleburg, CCSO,
Drug Equipment Possession

Kopit, Barbara, 68, Orange Park, CCSO, Pos-
session of a Blank Prescription Form

Kudlinski, Logan, 26, Orange Park, CCSO,

VOP - DUI, Grand Theft $10,000-19,999, Writing
Forged Checks, Petit Theft

Mitts, Benjamin, 49, Middleburg, CCSO,
Making Harassing Telephone Call

Rhoden, Allen, 37, Keystone Heights, CCSO,
DUI

Richardson, Michael, 38, Middleburg, CCSO,
Simple Domestic Battery

Rosier, James, 25, Middleburg, CCSO,
Scheme to Defraud and Obtain Property

Swain, Brad, 30, Jacksonville, CCSO, Two
Counts of Possession of a Controlled Substance,
Drug Equipment Possession

Wesson, Samuel, 57, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Petit Theft

Williams, Robert, 51, Middleburg, CCSO,
DUI, DWLSR

Thursday, April 27

Abernathy, Larry, 76, Jacksonville, CCCSO,
DUI With Property Damage

Goshorn, Dylan, 23, Middleburg, CCSO, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Drug
Equipment Possession

Green, Danwand, 36, Starke, Fla., CCSO,
Contempt - DWLSR, Possession of Less Than 20
g. Cannabis

Hague, Patrick, 36, Jacksonville, CCSO, Petit
Theft, Giving False Name or ID

Hall, Joseph, 30, Orange Park, CCSO, Tres-
passing

Keene, Kevin, 49, Middleburg, CCSO, DWLSR

Malley, Ariel, 25, Orange Park, OPPD, DUI

Morris, Linda, 30, Jacksonville, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Nuxoll, Ashley, 23, Orange Park, CCSO, Vio-
late Probation - Community Control

Skaff, Michael, 26, Middleburg, CCSO, Two
Counts of Sale and Delivery of Marijuana, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Drug
Equipment Possession

Smith, Keila, 22, Orange Park, CCSO, Violate
Probation - Community Control

Taylor, Randall, 51, Orange Park, CCSO, Solic-
iting Money From Motorists

Thigpen, Tamela, 38, Orange Park, CCSO,
Violence on an Officer Firefighter or EMT

Waters, Jon, 46, Green Cove Springs, GCSPD,
Simple Battery

White, Michael, 30, Middleburg, CCSO,
Simple Domestic Battery

Wednesday, April 26

Green, Kenneth, 24, Orange Park, CCSO,
Domestic Battery on Person 65 or Older

Hamilton, Brock, 18, Fleming Island, CCSO,
Causing a Minor to Become Delinquent, De-
pendent, or Needy

Hodges, Kenneth, 27, Middleburg, CCSO,
Simple Domestic Battery

Hutson, Cody, 22, Orange Park, CCSO,
DWLSR

Johnson, Khalil, 21, Jacksonville, CCSO,
DWLSR, Possession of a Controlled Substance

Krajewski, Nathaniel, 21, Middleburg, CCSO,
Driving Without a Valid License

Magbel, Hala, 22, Middleburg, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Meqbel, Hebah, 34, Middleburg, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Poythress, Kenneth, 35, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Murder, Attempted Murder, Armed Burglary of
a Dwelling

Quigley, Jesse, 40, Middleburg, CCSO,
Resisting an Officer, No Vehicle Registration,
Possession of a Forged Note

Roberts, Tangela, 27, Middleburg, CCSO,
Failure to Appear for Court

Simmons, Joshua, 25, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Three Counts of Grand Theft of a Firearm, Grand
Theft $300-4,999

CRIME DOESN'T PAY, BUT WE DO!

Call Toll Free:

Rewards Un To $3.000

REMAIN ANONYMOUS

1-866-849-TIPS (8477)
www.fccrimestoppers.com

Paid for by CSTF
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SPECIAL MAGISTRATE: The Clay County
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate Hear-
ing will be May 4, beginning at 9:30 a.m. in
the Board of County Commissioners' meeting
room, 4th floor, Administration Building, 477
Houston St., Green Cove Springs. Open to the
public.

DERBY DAY: May 5 beginning with 6:15
p.m. social hour with bourbon, mint juleps and
sweet tea and 7:30 Southern-style buffet to
benefit the programs of the Council on Aging
of Clay County. Orange Park Kennel Club, best-
bet on Park Avenue in Orange Park with hats
and wardrobe judging by Channel 12's Ken
Amaro and Clay County Manager Stephanie
Kopelousos. Tickets are $75 each. Dress contest
is $10 to enter, $100 cash prize. Also includes
Silent Auction.

BUTTERFLY GARDEN: May 6, from 10
a.m. to noon, join the Garden Club of Fleming
Island as its members help children 10 and
under release more than 300 butterflies during
its Annual Butterfly Garden Celebration at the
Fleming Island Library, 1895 Town Center Blvd.

BOOK CLUB: May 6 from 10 a.m.-noon
discussing “Not Carved in Stone”by Craig Shier.
Trouble descends on a quiet medieval village
when a new abbey church collapses during
construction and two men die. All are wel-
come. Fleming Island Library, 1895 Town Center
Blvd. (904) 278-3722.

BOOK SALE: May 6 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m,,
sponsored by the Friends of the Green Cove
Springs Library, will be held under tents on
the front lawn of the Library at 403 Ferris St/
State Road 16. A wide variety of books will be
available plus a few gift baskets. Proceeds go
to fund library projects, including refurbishing
the Children’s Room and the summer reading
programs. Info, (904) 284-6315.

BINGO NIGHT: to benefit the disability
programs at Challenge Enterprises, May 9, with
5:30 p.m. registration, 6-7 p.m. buffet and bingo
at 7.Talons Restaurant, 2217 Eagle Harbor Pkwy,
Fleming Island. $25. RSVP at (904) 284-9859.

LEGO JR. MAKER'’S CLUB: May 9 from
4-5:30 p.m., Green Cove Springs Public Library,
403 Ferris St. Calling all Master Builders! Join
in for stories, fun and a building challenge in
this last session before summer starts. Recom-
mended for ages 5-12. LEGO® bricks provided
by Garber Automall, Harrell & Harrell Associates
and Friends of the Green Cove Springs Library.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE:
Meets May 11, May 18 and May 25 at 10 a.m.
in the Zoning Department Conference Room,
3rd Floor of the Administration Building, 477
Houston St., Green Cove Springs. The meeting
is open to the public.

SOIL & WATER: The Clay County Soil &
Water Conservation District holds its monthly
meeting on May 12, at 9 a.m. at the Clay
County Extension Office, 2463 State Rd.16 W,
Green Cove Springs. This meeting is open to
the public.

TEEN ADVISORY GROUP: Meets May 13
from 1-2:30 p.m., Green Cove Springs Public
Library, 403 Ferris St. Make a difference, have a
say! Eat pizza! And earn volunteer hours. Put in
an application and join today! Open to teens in
grades 7-12. Sponsored by the Friends of the
GCS Library.

EXPRESSWAY SUMMIT: May 16, from
8:30-10 a.m., the 2nd Annual First Coast Ex-
pressway Summit at Thrasher-Horne Confer-
ence Center in Orange Park. Get an in-depth
review of the current state of the construction
of the First Coast Expressway, projections for
construction of Phase 2 from Middleburg to
Green Cove Springs and an opportunity to
have your questions answered. Free and open
to the public. RSVP Required at (904) 375-9394.

FINANCE & AUDIT COMMITTEE: Meets
May 16 at 3 p.m. in the BCC Meeting Room,
fourth floor, Administration Building, 477
Houston St., Green Cove Springs. The meeting
is open to the public.

TOURISM SUMMIT: May 19 from 9-11
a.m., Thrasher-Horne Conference Center, 283
College Dr. Open to the public and all inter-
ested parties to attend and be heard. One or
more members of the Clay County Tourist De-
velopment Council or the Clay County Board of
County Commissioners may attend and speak
at the Summit.

BOOK SALE: May 18-20, to benefit the
programs at Orange Park Public Library,
2054 Plainfield, rooms A & B. May 18, noon
to 7 p.m,; May 19,9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; May 20,
9a.m.to 3 p.m. Select from thousands of
gently used best sellers at low prices, as well
romance books, children’s and young adult,
cookbooks, gardening, health & wellness,
sports, history, art, and photography.

11 graduating seniors awarded Wes Widdon Scholarships

FLEMING ISLAND - The Wes Whiddon Foundation has selected its scholarship winners from
the Class of 2017. All recipients are selected based on the difference they make in the lives

of others.

This year’s recipients are Emma Weiskopf of Middleburg High, Kennedy Comes, Corey
Solomon and John Walsh, all of Fleming Island High, Ethan Fields of Oakleaf High,
Michael Dickinson of Keystone Heights Junior-Senior High, Liz Fogarty of Clay High,
Charlotte Cox, Brandon Leporati and Bridgett Flanagan, all of Orange Park High and

Maegan Burns of Ridgeview High.

from page 21

ing an in-depth investigation, adminis-
trators have identified the student and
will be taking actions as outlined in our
Code of Student Gonduct,” Davis said in
a prepared statement.

“We do not tolerate this type of be-
havior and we are disheartened that
any of our students would be subject to

discrimination. Fleming Island High School
administration and district leadership are
working together to create a school-wide
plan of action to strengthen the climate
and culture while celebrating the school’s
diversity. We encourage parents and
guardians to take the time to talk to their
child about this important matter. We ap-
preciate support in this effort and we look
forward to Elevating Clay,” Davis said.

pictures and talk about our animals!

our animals!

Troy is a three year old short-haired Dachsund mix. He is a sweet little red boy, a little shy but warms up to
everyone fast. Troy is neutered, up to date on all shots, heart worm negative and micro chipped. He does well
with the other small dogs and loves a romp in the play yard. Email info@animalrescuemovement.org for more
information, or check our website, http://www.animalrescuemovement.org

tofill out an application on line, and see and our other dogs and cats. Call the shelter also, and leave a message
-- we'll get back to you as soon as possible -- at (904)282-7888. Make sure to visit our Facebook page for more

H For more info, volunteer or donations call 282-7888 h

Bella is a six year old Dachsund, and what a great girl. She is shy, but gets to know you fast, and talks to you

- really warms up! She is spayed, up to date on all shots, heart worm negative and micro chipped. She does well
with the other small dogs, loves to run in her play yard, and come to you for a good rub and hug. Email info@
animalrescuemovement.org for more information, or check our website, http://www.animalrescuemovement.
org to meet Bella and our other dogs and cats. Call the shelter also, and leave a message -- we'll get back to you
as s00n as possible -- at (904)282-7888. Make sure to visit our Facebook page for more pictures and talk about

If you are interested in adopting a pet, please fill out our online application at

www.animalrescuemovemnt.org. (Click on the adoptions tab to the left.)
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More than a stroke of genius.
A masterpiece of intelligence.

Mercedes-Benz
2017 C300

5359

mo./plus tax, 36mo.*

Mercedes-Benz
2017 E300

5549

mo./plus tax, 36mo.**

Mercedes-Benz of Orange Park
7018 Blanding Blvd. ¢ 904-777-5900
mercedesbenzoforangepark.com PROUD PARTNER OF

THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

*Available only to qualified customers through Mercedes-Benz Financial Services at participating dealers through April 30, 2017. Not everyone will qualify. Advertised 36 months lease payment based on
MSRP of $41,725 less the suggested dealer contribution resulting in a total gross capitalized cost of $36,697. Dealer contribution may vary and could affect your actual lease payment. Includes Destination
Charge and Premium 1 Package. Excludes title, taxes, registration, license fees, insurance, dealer prep and additional options. Total monthly payments equal $14,004. Cash due at signing includes $2,999
capitalized cost reduction, $795 acquisition fee and first month’s lease payment of $359. No security deposit required. Total payments equal $17,798. At lease end, lessee pays for any amounts due under the
lease, any official fees and taxes related to the scheduled termination, excess wear and use plus $0.25/mile over 30,000 miles, and $595 vehicle turn-in fee. Purchase option at lease end for $25,452 plus taxes
(and any other fees and charges due under the applicable lease agreement) in example shown. Subject to credit approval. Specific vehicles are subject to availability and may have to be ordered. See participating
dealer for details. Please always wear your seat belt, drive safely and obey speed limits.

**Available only to qualified customers through Mercedes-Benz Financial Services at participating dealers through April 30, 2017. Not everyone will qualify. Advertised 36 months lease payment based on
MSRP of $53,075 less the suggested dealer contribution resulting in a total gross capitalized cost of $48,594. Dealer contribution may vary and could affect your actual lease payment. Includes Destination
Charge and Premium 1 Package. Excludes title, taxes, registration, license fees, insurance, dealer prep and additional options. Total monthly payments equal $19,764. Cash due at signing includes $3,699
capitalized cost reduction, $795 acquisition fee and first month’s lease payment of $549. No security deposit required. Total payments equal $24,258. At lease end, lessee pays for any amounts due under the
lease, any official fees and taxes related to the scheduled termination, excess wear and use plus $0.25/mile over 30,000 miles, and $595 vehicle turn-in fee. Purchase option at lease end for $32,907 plus taxes
(and any other fees and charges due under the applicable lease agreement) in example shown. Subject to credit approval. Specific vehicles are subject to availability and may have to be ordered. See participating
dealer for details. Please always wear your seat belt, drive safely and obey speed limits.
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Middleburg High high jumper Bryce Quiett has loudly put his name as a top prospect for a Class 3A state title after his
six foot, 7.5 inch region championship winning leap in Tallahassee. Area track athletes head to state meet May 6-7 in
Bradenton. Quiett’s jump is just a half inch off the Middleburg High school record set in 2006 by Dalton Atkins.

Floyd gets three state tickets

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

TALLAHASSEE — Middleburg High sophomore track
sprinter Marcus Floyd layed the gauntlet down at the
region 1-3A track and field championships with a title
and advancement in two events as athletes head to the
3A championships May 6-7 at the IMG Academy in Bra-
denton.

Bronco teammate Bryce Quiett, also just a sopho-

Check Out Our Proshop

Tubes ¢ Wakeboards,

Wakesurf Boards ¢ Comp Vests

“SHMPERLITE LIQUIDFERCE  (5)RONIX

more, bettered his personal best to an astounding 6'-
7.5" in the high jump to set the bar as one of the top
seeds in the upcoming state meet. In the 3A champi-
onships of 2016, the high jump was won at 6-4” with
the top four jumpers all graduated seniors. Middleburg’s
school record by Dalton Atkins, Jr., sits at 6'-8" and has
stood for 12 years.

“Bryce was barely clearing six feet in the early part

SEE TRACK, 32

Keystone Heights hitter Skylar Rollins celebrates her first
inning RBI-triple against Santa Fe in the district 5-5A title game
won 6-5 by the Lady Indians.

Lady Indians hold
on to softball title

Indians to face South Sumter in regions

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — Keystone Heights High softball
shortstop Molly Crawford snagged the first three hits by
Santa Fe for a quick three pitch outing for Megan Moncrief
on the mound and the effort set the tone for the fiesty Lady
Indians to hold off a furious seventh inning rally to beat de-
fending district champion Santa Fe 6-5 in the district 5-bA
championship game played Thursday at Keystone Heights
High School.

“This team has found ways to win in the end,” said first
year Keystone Heights coach Jessica Marquart. “They will
age me 10 years by the end of the season.”

Keystone Heights (19-9) continues into the region 2-5A
playoffs for first year coach Jessica Marquart and will face
powerhouse South Sumter in their quarterfinal match on
Wed., May 3 at Keystone Heights High School. South Sum-
ter (17-9), who beat Keystone Heights 3-2 in last year’s
region opener, was a state semifinalist last year and a sur-

SEE SOFTBALL, 34

829 N State Rd 21, Melrose, FL

LAaKe area ;
WATERSPORTS (352)475-3434

lakeareawatersports.com




26 CLAY TODAY « May 4, 2017

CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

Isley, Sage, Glenn
lead Spartans to state

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

JACKSONVILLE - St. Johns Country Day
School track has been a mainstay at the
Class 1A track meet with coach Jay Bir-
mingham skilled at getting his troops
peaked and ready to go in the spring, but it
was a foot injury and a handful of fifth and
sixth place finishers that kept the numbers
going to the Class 1A track and field cham-
pionships in Bradenton May 6-7 very low.

Sprinter Kendall Sage, a top athlete in
the 100 meter dash, where she clocked
in with the second fastest time of all four
districts, was hampered by a foot injury
that turned her fast feet to painful steps.
Sage competed, but nowhere near her peak
form.

Sage’s twin sister, Courtney was able
to punch her ticket to Bradenton in two
events with top four finishes in both hurdle
events; a third in the 100 hurdles and a
third in the 300 meter hurdles.

Boys sprinter Jett Isley hovered in on
the homestretch of the rugged 400 meters
and inched ahead for a fourth place finish
in 52.57 seconds. All four regions clocked
in with 50-plus second winning times to
give Isley’s effort a good chance for a state
medal.

In the distance events, Spartans’ sev-
enth grader Mackenzie Glenn will get a
second chance at the state meet in the
3200. Glenn was running in a pack of five
runners into the final 800 of her event and
was able to hold on to fourth place with a
time of 12:11.56. Glenn's effort got her to

Fertil, Rodgers
head to 2A state track

By Randy Lefko

Sports Editor

JACKSONVILLE — Ridgeview High will send
two track athletes to the Class 2A track
and field championships at the IMG Acad-
emy in Bradenton on May 6-7.

Senior triple jumper Devon Fertil,
fourth at the region 1-2A championships
where top four athletes advance, jumped
44 feet, 10.75 inches to go with the win-
ning jump at 46’-0.50" coming from Bishop
Kenny senior R'Laxon Brumfield.

The 2016 2A winning jump was mea-
sured at 46™-9.75".

Fertil also competed at the region meet
in the discus and the 400 where he fin-
ished 10th in discus and 15th in the 400.

In the 110 high hurdles, Ridgeview
sends sophomore Glenn Rodgers for a
state title attempt with a fourth place
15.37 time in the finals.

Tyricke Dickens, a Tallahassee Godby
senior, won the region race with an im-
pressive 13.85 seconds. The 2016 2A
champion won with a 14.63 split.

Ridgeview High senior Devon Fertil placed
fourth in region 1-2A to advance to state
championshps in Bradenton May 6-7.

1-2A Track Region Results

Top four advance to state meet

Boys High jump

1. Bryson Kirksey, Bolles sophomore 6-6
11. Jaden Roy, Ridgeview sophomore, 5-8

Boys Pole Vault
1. Sean Toellner, Pensacola Catholic senior, 14-5.25
8. Adrian Cepeda, Ridgeview senior, 11-5.75

Girls Triple Jump

1. Caroline Johnston, Episcopal sophomore, 38-7.75
9. Aniya Marshall, Ridgeview junior, 34-2

11. Crystal Hunter, Ridgeview junior, 33-4.75

Boys triple jump (2A 2016 champion 46-9.75)

1. R'Lazon Brumfield, Bishop Kenny senior, 46-0.50
4. Devon Fertil, Ridgeview senior, 44-10.75

9. Jacolbi Sampson, Ridgeview junior, 41-7.75

Top 2A jumps: 2-2A (43'-7.25"); 3-2A (46'-00"); 4-2
A (47"-11.75");

Girls discus

1. Dorian Solomon, Godby senior, 132-7
6. Kelley Catlett, Clay junior, 105-4

8. Alyssa Williford, Clay junior, 92-11

Boys Discus
1. Dylan Jones, Bishop Kenny senior, 164-9
10. Devon Fertil, Ridgeview senior, 118-7

Girls shot put
1. Dorian Solomon, Godby senior, 41-5
8. Grier Burrows, Ridgeview sophomore, 33-3.25

SEE 1-2A, 29
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St. Johns Country Day School freshman hurdler Courtney

Sage finishes up region 1-1A 300

meters hurdles final in third place to advance to state championships May 6-7. Sage also

advanced in the 100 meter hurdles.

the state meet, but the three other 1A re-
gion top times were all under 11 minutes.

St. Johns finished fifth in three events;
the girls 4 x 800, the boys 4 x 400 and the

girls 800 meters where sixth grader Juliet
Moody made a courageous move on the
first lap to the front, but was passed in the
final 60 meters.

1-1A region track results
Top four advance to state meet

Girls Long Jump
1. Monique Bryant, Hamilton County senior 17-5.5
13. Courtney Sage, SJCDS freshman, 14-4.5

Girls discus
1. Carissa Mulford, Jay senior, 102-8
14. Hannah Foster, SJCDS sophomore, 67-1

Girls 100
1.Tashana Ligon, FAMU sophomore, 12.60
9. Kendall Sage, SJCDS freshman, 13.11

Boys 400 (1A 2016 champion 47.74)
1. Malik Fordham, Bishop Snyder sophomore, 51.12
4. Jett Isley, SJCDS sophomore, 52.57

Top 1A times: 2-1A (50.57); 3-1A (50.72); 4-1A (50.83)

Girls 100 Hurdles (1A 2016 champion 14.84)
1. Kendall Johnson, Providence freshman, 16.03
3. Courtney Sage, SJCDS freshman, 16.67

Top 1A times: 2-1A (16.63); 3-1A (15.44); 4-1A (16.29)

Boys 110 High hurdles
1. Will Mallory, Providence junior, 15.08
6. Connor Hale, SJCDS junior, 16.81

Girls 300 hurdles (1A 2016 champion 43.95)

1. Elizabeth Crosby, Providence junior, 45.55

3. Courtney Sage, SJCDS freshman, 48.49 (9th at state
2016 49.20)

Top 1A times: 2-1A (48.80); 3-2A (46.02); 4-1A (50.16)

Boys 300 hurdles

1. Will Mallory, Providence junior, 40.09
10. Connor Hale, SJCDS junior, 45.22
Boys 4 x 400

1. Bishop Snyder 3:32.01

5.SJCDS 3:35.487 (4th at 3:35.485)

1) 437 Higby, Logan 10

2) 438 Abdelmalik, Bishoy 11
3) 439 Lindholm, Patrick 9
4) 440 Murray, Dillon 12

Girls 4 x 800

1. Maclay 10:14.37

5.5JCDS 10:41.00

1) 430 Kummings, Helena 9
2) 431 McCormack, Kate 9
3) 429 Wulbern, Sims 8

4) 461 Glenn, Mackenzie 7

Girls 800
1. Caroline Willis, Maclay senior, 2:25.79
5. Juliet Moody, SJCDS 6th, 2:30.51

Girls 1600
1. Caroline Willis, Maclay senior, 5:25.82
8. Helena Kummings, SJCDS freshman, 5:46.47

Boys 1600
1. Garry Barnes, Cottondale senior, 4:31.11
9. Benjamin Kailes, SJCDS sophomore, 4:53.79

Girls 3200

1. Molly McCann, Maclay senior, 11:54.28

4. Mackenzie Glenn, SCJDS 7th, 12:11.58 (11th in 1A 2016
in 12:06.37)

Top 1A times: 2-1A (11:25.46); 3-1A (11:38.91); 4-1A
(11:44.94)

Boys 3200

1. Garry Barnes, Cottondale senior, 10:17.19

6. Benjamin Kailes, SJCDS sophomore, 10:35.76
7. Matt Stratton, SJCDS 7th, 10:37.80

Womens team scores
1. Providence 126; 2. Bishop Snyder 78; Maclay 77; 7. SJ(DS
26

Mens team scores
1. Bishop Snyder 75; 2. Providence 56; 3. Maclay 49; 16.
SJ(DS 17
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Armando Bonheur

Samford’s Armando
Bonheur signs with Giants

By Samford Athletics

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Samford University
offensive lineman Armando Bonheur signed
a free-agent deal with the New York Giants
Saturday evening following the completion
of the NFL Draft, according to a Samford
Athletics press release.

Bonheur, a Fleming Island High School
graduate, becomes the second member of
the 2016 Samford football team to sign
with an NFL team. Earlier Saturday, wide
receiver Karel Hamilton signed a free-
agent deal with the Cincinnati Bengals.

Bonheur has been a leader of the offen-
sive line throughout his time at Samford.
He has started every game for the last two
seasons for the Bulldogs.

Following the 2016 season, Bonheur
was named second team All-Southern
Conference by the league’s coaches. The
Orange Park native was named first team
All-SoCon after the 2015 season.

For his career, Bonheur saw action in
43 games on the Samford offensive line. He
started 25 of those contests.

Clay’s Holden goes to
Arizona in fifth round

Excerpted from vucommodores.com

VANDERBILT — Vanderbilt offensive line-
man Will Holden, a Clay High graduate,
was selected by Arizona in the fifth round
of the NFL Draft on April 29.

Holden, who started at both left and
right tackle over the last three years, was
taken as the No. 157 overall pick. He be-
comes the first Commodore selected by
the Cardinals since defensive back Corey
Chavous in 1998.

Holden becomes the second Vanderbilt
standout selected in the 2017 draft. All-
America linebacker Zach Cunningham was
picked in the second round by Houston.

“All along, I'd heard it would be from
the third to the fifth round and that's ex-
actly how it worked out. I'm really thankful
to be part of the Cardinals organization,”

Holden said. “I real excited about getting
to Arizona and helping the organization any
way [ can.”

A product of Green Cove Springs, Hold-
en becomes the first Vanderbilt offensive
linemen drafted since Wesley Johnson was
taken by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 2014.
He's also the fifth Commodore lineman
selected in the last decade, joining John-
son, Ryan Seymour (2013), Thomas Welch
(2010) and Chris Williams (2008).

“I'm very proud of everything Will ac-
complished this season,” Vanderbilt head
coach Mason said. “He made the most of
his last year on campus, improving a great
deal as a player and becoming an impor-
tant leader off the field.

“I thought Will did a great job making
the most of his opportunities. He played
his best football in our biggest wins late in
the season, and impressed a lot of scouts

Craig Brodsky and Will Holden

3, Florida
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during his postseason appearances. I'm re-
ally happy for Will and his family,” Mason
added.

The versatile 6-7, 312-pound Holden
earned 35 career collegiate starts: 25 at
left tackle as a junior and senior, and 10
al right tackle as a sophomore. As a se-
nior, Holden earned second team All-SEC
recognition from league head coaches after
registering nearly 30 pancake blocks while
facing some of the nation’s top defensive
ends. He also earned SEC Offensive Line-
man of the Week honors in late November
for his blocking performance in Vander-
bilt's 38-17 victory over Ole Miss.

Holden impressed pro personnel at
three different postseason appearances
after concluding his Vanderbilt career: the
East-West Shrine Bowl, Reese’s Senior
Bowl and the NFL Scouting Combine.

Bridgette had two
reasons to need help
from the NICU

Bridgette had her twins Jada and Jaden

two months early. Both needed a little extra
help from the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU). The babies were in the NICU for
two weeks and during that time, Bridgette
worked with the nurses to keep the babies
on a regular schedule for breastfeeding and
bonding. Bridgette says her North Florida
OB/GYN physician Dr. Jade Pizarro and
the NICU nurses were nothing short of
miraculous in how they treated the twins
and her needs as a mother.

Now you would never know that the twins
were born prematurely.

* Family-focused maternity center
supporting your birthing preferences

= Beautiful new birthing and
postpartum rooms

= Experienced nurses and physicians
= Level 2 NICU for babies with special needs
= Board-Certified Lactation Consultants

= Pre-natal tours available

Like us on Facebook at
Orange Park Labor and Delivery

D
Orange
Park

MEDICAL CENTER

Great futures
begin here.

To learn more about these incredible patient stories, please visit us at GreatFuturesBeginHere.com
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Garcia homers fuel shutout

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

JACKSONVILLE - Oakleaf High senior
shortstop Mika Garcia rattled off two hom-
ers, but the damage was already done as
the Lady Knights won their fifth district
title in seven years with an 8-0 win over
Atlantic Coast High Thursday night at At-
lantic Coast High School.

“We aim to be aggressive in all facets
of the game,” said Oakleaf coach Christina
Thompson. “The goal is to apply pressure
on the opposition, as quickly as possible
and maintain that pressure throughout.”

Garcia, who hit a two run homer in the
fourth, ripped her solo shot in the sixth that
scored the game 6-0, but two more runs
were added off Stingray errors, a walk and
nifty baserunning from Katie Kistler and
Tracy Ferguson as the Knights (26-2) move
on to host district 1-8A runnerupTallahas-
see Lincoln (17-6) on Wed, May 3 in the
region 1-8A quarterfinal.

Atlantic Coast (14-7) travels to play
Tallahassee Chiles (20-5-1), the district
1-8A champion.

In the bottom of the region 1-8A bracket,
district 4-8A runnerup Strawberry Crest

(13-12, 2016 state semifinalist) travels
to district 3-8A champion Lake Minneola
(13-6) while district 3-8A runnerup East
Ridge (18-11) travels to play district 4-8A
champion Wharton (16-5).

Strawberry Crest beal Oakleal 6-4 in
last year’s region final before losing 12-2
to eventual champion Bartow in the state
semifinal.

“We have been to the playoffs every
year since this program began (2011),"
said Thompson. “We pride ourselves in
having one of the toughest schedules in
the state, and we make it a point to chase
down the best opponents every year.”

In the opening innings, both defense
rallied up behind grounders and pop outs
to keep fans guessing when the first blow
was going to delivered.

In the second inning, with Knights’
pitcher Cambria Arturo getting the start
over senior Kelsey Sweatt and sophomore
Madi Davis with Oakleaf coach Christina
Thompson hopefully relying on the Knights’
stellar defense and saving the big pitching
for further into the region and state play-
off run, Oakleaf’s defense delivered with a
groundout to Baylee Goddard at third and
a strikeout after an inning-opening single.

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High shortstop Mika Garcia had a banner day in district 2-8A final against Atlantic
Coast with two h omers fueling an 8-0 Knights win.

“Lineup decisions are made by me on a
game by game basis contingent on player
performance, and the needs of the team,”
said Thompson. “The lineup changes
throughout the year based on who is per-
forming, and the results that come from
those changes.”

With Atlantic Coast throwing veteran
Taylor Bauman, Oakleaf struck first in the
third with Goddard singling and later scor-
ing off a passed ball.

Arturo continued her reign from the

mound with a strikeout, a flyout and a
grounder.

In the fourth, after Garcia hit her first
blast of the night, Kistler scored off a sin-
gle, a sacrifice bunt from Alex Acevedo and
an RBI single from Rebecca Koskey. Kistler
had moved to third base off a passed ball.

Groundouts to Goddard at third and
Acevedo at second kept the basepaths
empty, but Arturo hit a batter to place a
baserunner, but Goddard again snuffed the
effort with a grounder.

Seventh inning
dooms Panthers

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — After a thrill-
ing nine inning win over county rival Clay
High, Ridgeview High girls softball coach
Rogery Harvey, who was well aware that
his Panthers had twice lost to the Ponte
Vedra High Sharks 11-0 in March, and
18-8 in April, entered their district 4-6A
title game Shark hunting as the Panthers
led the game at three and a half innings,
tied the game up in the top of the seventh,
but finally succumbed to the Shark’s attack
5-4 in the bottom of the seventh.

“The only thing we added was, in most
innings, we are quick to get the first two
outs,” said Harvey. “The only thing we
changed was we had the catcher go back
out to the pitcher, take a little time, slow
the momentum down again, and then go
back after the throw out, that's the only
thing we changed.”

Ridgeview continues their Cinderella
season into the region 1-6A playoffs with a
short trip to last year’s district 3-6A cham-
pion Paxon High (18-6) in Jacksonville for
their region quarterfinal on Wed., May 3.
Ponte Vedra (18-7), a region finalist last
year, will host Terry Parker High (9-13).

In the top end of the region 1-6A brack-
et, Mosley, the district 2-6A runnerup at
11-12 and a region semifinalist last year,
will travel to West Florida, the district 1-6A

champion at 21-4. Gulf Breeze, the district
1-6A runnerup at 12-9-1, will travel to dis-
trict 2-6A champion Wakulla (19-6).

Showing no fear of the Ridgeview in-
frequent playoff history and the two afore-
mentioned games with Ponte Vedra, Rid-
geview came oul guns blazing.

In the top of the first, Kelsey Solomen
got a single on a Ponte Vedra error. KK
Sutherland would not waste the runner on
as she belted a shot to left field for a stand-
up RBI double giving the Panthers an early
1-0 lead. Ponte Vedra would come back and
tie the game 1-1 in the bottom of the first,
but the Panthers would hold at the tie.

In the second inning, both teams would
put runners on base, but came away empty.

In the third inning, Sarah Anderson hit
a hard grounder to the shortstop and was
safe on first. Kelsey Solomon followed with
a bunt that pushed Anderson to second and
Solomen was safe on first. Chloe Chambers
followed with a walk in four pitches load-
ing the bases. KK Sutherland followed up
with a short pop fly that Ponte Vedra let
drop when no one called for the ball. Sarah
Anderson scored the go ahead run and Rid-
geview had momentum on their side. With
two outs, Cheyenne Vincent was walked on
six pitches, scoring Chloe Chambers put-
ting Ridgeview up 3-1.

In the fourth inning, Ridgeview showed
their mettle as they would get tested

hard. After a single and getting two outs,
the Sharks got two more runners on with
a walk and a single. With bases loaded,
Sarah Anderson and Reggie Boyd couldn’t
have had a worse time to have exchange
problems. After a ball pitch, Boyd let the
ball get behind her and Ponte Vedra stole
home and advanced the other runners to

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA
Ridgeview High senior Kelsey Solomon is strong backbone of Panthers attack as they venture
into long-awaited region playoffs after district semifinal win over Clay and district final against
Ponte Vedra. Ponte Vedra won seventh inning thriller 5-4.

bring the score to 3-2. After throwing a
strike, Anderson and Boyd again had an
exchange issue and the Sharks took full
advantage scoring the tying run. The batter
finally hit a fly foul that Ridgeview caught,
but not before the damage was done and

SEE PANTHERS, 34



CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

May 4, 2017 CLAY TODAY 29

Briley flies to region track title i

Dill, Norris, Miller get strong
seconds

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

PALM COAST — Oakleaf High junior triple
jumper Melvin Briley has been hinting that
he and coach John Carter have been slowly
anticipating a 50-foot jump at the end of
the season that could steal a state champi-
onship and the high-flyer flew to a 48 foot,
11 inch leap to take the region 1-4A title
Thursday afternoon at Flagler Palm Coast
High School.

Athletes head to Bradenton's IMG Acad-
emy May 5-6 for the state championships.

Briley's leap was the sole region title
coming back to Clay County from the ranks
of the strong 1-4A region with teammate
Anthony Norris nabbing second in the high
jump, Fleming Island junior Cameron Dill
getting a strong second place in the 800
meters and Fleming Island distance ace
Andrew Miller getting second in the 3200
with teammate Evan Fuller fourth to ad-
vance both.

Norris, overcoming a dinged ankle
through most of the districts and into the
regions, will return to the state meet in his
specialty, the high jump, after surviving
a long, hot afteroon of triple jumping and
long jumping earlier in the day. Norris, fifth
in the high jump in 2016, finished third at
the region meet with a 6'-4.75" high jump
behind the top jump of 6’-6.75" from Da-
kari Hill of Timber Creek.

Norris also advanced in the long jump
with a second place jump and a second
school record in two weeks of 23™-0.75".
Winner Nyron Tate of Colonial jumped 23'-

7.5" to win with the 2016 champion mea-
sured at 24-8".

Oakleal senior Nia Anthony also ad-
vanced in the high jump with a third place
5'-3" leap just under the top jump of 5'-5".

Fleming Island senior distance runner
Cameron Dill answered some questions
about his fitness with a sterling second
place finish in the 800 meters.

Dill, a 400 meter state meel competi-
tor last year, pushed up to the two-lapper
and has struggled through the season with
nagging injuries and lack of fitness, but in
Thursday's region final, Dill let the state
know he will be a contender.

Dill's second place finish in 1:55.82
stamped a strong improvement in his
times from his 1:59 district time and times
through the season at just above two min-
utes. The winning split of 1:55.64 was just
a step ahead of Dill but close enough for
a shot of a medal at the state meet. Last
year's 800 final was won at 1:52.81.

Dill came back at the end of the meet
to anchor the Fleming Island boys 4 x 400
relay to a third place finish behind region
champion Lake Brantley. Fleming Island
timed in at 3:21.51 with Lake Brantley
winning at 3:18.18. Lake Brantley was
fourth in 2016 at 3:19.48 with the 2016
4A champion at 3:27.53.

Dill teamed with 400 specialists Spen-
cer Shaw, Felipe Fernandez and Paris Wil-
liams for Fleming Island.

In the sprints, Fleming Island senior
Ashley Nelson missed in the 100, but came
back to take third in the 200 in 25.66 to
advance o the state meet.

Oakleaf also got a fourth from Khalif
Copeland in the triple jump to advance
and a third and fourth place finish from

i1-2n 26

Girls 100
1. Denise White, Bay sophomore, 12.05
5. Erykah Murray, Clay senior, 12.65 (pre 12.82)

Girls 200
1. Jada Williams, Westside senior, 24.43
9. Erykah Murray, Clay senior, 26.58

Girls 400
1. Ma'Asa Gay, Wakulla junior, 57.33
10. Katie James, Clay sophomore, 1:02.23

Boys 400

1. Damond Johnson, West Florida senior, 47.71

14. Mathew Koziolek, Ridgeview sophomore, 53.65
15. Devon Fertil, Ridgeview senior, 54.16

Boys 110 High Hurdles (2A 2016 champion in 14.63)
1. Tyricke Dickens, Godby senior, 13.85

4. Glenn Rodgers, Ridgeview sophomore, 15.37

12. Joaquin Castro, Ridgeview sophomore, 17.05

Top 2A times: 2-2A (14.78);3-2A (15.11); 4-2A (14.25)

Girls 4x 100

1. Bolles 48.50

6.RHS 50.93

1) 497 Harkins, Jamyah 9

2) 498 Woodard, Autumn 11

3) 441 Marshall, Aniya 11
4) 499 McEwan, Chereece 10

Girls 4 x 400

1. Godby 3:58.42

6. CHS 4:12.87

1) 463 Murray, Erykah 12
2) 518 Linton, Devin 10
3) 516 Stilianou, Alexis 10
4) 472 James, Katie 10

Boys 400

1. Raines 3:22.66

14. RHS 3:35.46

1) 525 Suarez - Vanegas, Julian 12
2) 476 Koziolek, Mathew 10

3) 526 Rocket, Courtney 11

4) 443 Fertil, Devon 12

Boys 4 x 800

1. Bolles 8:12.07

12. CHS 8:52.09

1) 557 Galarza, Gabriel 11

2) 559 Hathaway, Benjamin 12
3) 558 Lestrick, Jarrell 12

4) 560 West, Oliver 12

Womens’' Team Scores
1. Bolles 177; 2. Florida 81; 3. Raines 58.50; 13. Clay 11;
18. Ridgeview 4

Boys Team Scores
1. Bolles 98; 2. West Florida 83; 3. Raines 78; 16. Ridgeview
1

Oakleaf High junior triple jumper Melvin
Briley inched closer to the 50-foot mark with
his region1-4A winning 48-11" jump.

long jumpers Jaqueline Thomas and Loren
Johnson. Johnson returns to the 4A cham-
pionships in the triple jump with a third
place finish at the region meet. Johnson
finished fourth in triple jump last year with
a 37°-5” jump, but jumped short of that at
36'-10.25" at the region meet. The top 4A

Oakleaf High senior Anthony Norris powered
through the long jump with a second school

record and high jump to advance to the state
meet in both events.

triple jump in 2016 was 40°-6".

In the 3200, Miller and Fuller both
stayed close to eventual champion Calum
McFetridge of Buchholz who won in
9:34.97 with Miller second at 9:41.21 and
Fuller in fourth at 9:48.03. The 2016 4A
champion won at 9:26.39.

Region 1-4A track results

Girls High Jump (4A 2016 champion at 5-6)
1. Ukeyvia Beckwith, Olympia senior, 5-5

3. Nia Anthony, Oakleaf senior, 5-3

10. Tajha Peoples, Oakleaf sophomore, 4-11

Top 4A jumps: 2-4A (5'-3.75"); 3-4A (4'-9.75"); 4-4A
(5"-1.75")

Boys High Jump (4A 2016 champion at 6-6)

1. Dakari Hill, Timber Creek senior 6-6.75 (13th in 4A 2016
at 6-00)

3. Anthony Norris, Oakleaf senior, 6-4.75 (5th in 4A 2016
at 6-4)

12. Nick Ferendo, FIHS junior, 5-7

15. Jacob Harris, FIHS senior, 5-7

Top 4A jumps: 2-4A (6-9"); 3-4A (6-1.5"); 4-4A (6'-3.5")

Boys Pole Vault
1. Greg Skage, Winter Park senior, 14-9
15.Tony Stallworth, Oakleaf senior, 8-4.25

Girls Long Jump (4A 2016 champion at 20-4.75)

1. Javonia Ellis, Lake Minneola senior 18-9 (6th in 4A 2016
at 18-7.25)

3. Jaqueline Thomas, Oakleaf senior, 17-6

4. Loren Johnson, Oakleaf sophomore, 17-5.25

Top 3A jumps: 2-4A (19'-2.75"); 3-4A (18'-5"); 4-4A
(18-7")

Boys Long Jump (4A 2016 champion at 24-8)
1. Nyron Tate, Colonial senior, 23-7.5

2. Anthony Norris, Oakleaf senior, 23-0.75

7. Melvin Briley, Oakelaf junior, 21-10

Top 4A jumps: 2-4A (22'-3.5"); 3-4A (22-5"); 4-4A (22-
9.25")

Girls Triple Jump (4A 2016 champion 40-6)

1. Marquasha Myers, Oak Ridge junior, 40-3.5

3. Loren Johnson, Oakleaf sophomore, 36-10.25 (4th 4A
2016 at 37-5)

11. Jaqueline Thomas, Oakleaf senior, 34-9.5

14. Hadassah Davis, Oakleaf sophomore, 33-10.75

Top 4A jumps: 2-4A (39'-6.5"); 3-4A (38-1.5"); 4-4A
(370.5")

Boys Triple Jump (4A 2016 champion 47-00)
1. Melvin Briley, Oakleaf junior, 48-10.75
4, Khalif Copeland, Oakleaf senior, 43-4.5

Top 4A jumps: 2-4A (45'-4.5"); 3-4A (45'-3"); 4-4A (47'-
25")

Girls Discus
1. Jae Crawford, Boone junior, 131-00
11. Armoney Emmanuel, Oakleaf senior, 98-7

Boys Discus
1. Michael Peppin, Flagler senior,155-3
8. Jeffrey Allen, Oakleaf junior, 126-4

Boys Shot Put
1. Travic McNeese Boyd, Winter Springs senior, 49-7.75
7. Jalen Rivers, Oakleaf freshman, 47-6.5 (school record)

Girls 100
1. Nicole Smith, Sanford junior, 11.91
10. Ashley Nelson, FIHS senior, 12.79

Boys 100
1. Lavonte Valentine, East Ridge junior, 10.68

7. Anfernee Mccaskill, FIHS junior, 11.10

SEE 1-4A, 33
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Blue Devils stymie Indians

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The Keystone
Heights Indians were visiting Clay High
School after a huge 10-0 win over the
Ridgeview Panthers and the tradition of a
friendly pre-game meal turned into a hit-
fest by Clay en route to a 4-0 win.

The difference, according to Keystone
Heights coach Alan Mattox, was every-
thing the Indians did to perfection against
the Panthers, they just couldn’t get started
against Clay.

“We played good, pitched it really well,
had great at bats, played defense and of

course tonight we did the opposite,” said
Mattox, who enters this week's district
5-5A tournament as the top seed. “Clay
High is a well-coached team and they stuck
it to us tonight.”

In the end, Clay rolled on to a 4-0 victo-
ry on Senior Night as they look to the post
season and making their 2017 run to the
State Championship.

Clay Head Coach Josh Persinger talked
about how the season unfolded to the point
they are at now.

“We have 15 wins. 15 games ago, no
one thought we were going to have 15
wins,” Persinger mused.

District 2-8A
At Atlantic Coast

Teams (by seed): Oakleaf, Fletcher, Fleming Island,
Atlantic Coast, First Coast, Lee

Schedule: Monday, Fleming Island vs. Lee, (FIHS wins 16-
3).; Atlantic Coast vs. First Coast, 7 p.m.; Tuesday, Fleming/
Lee winner vs. Fletcher, 4 p.m.; Oakleaf vs. Atlantic Coast/

First Coast winner, 7 p.m.; Thursday, championship, 7 p.m.

Outlook: Wild card here is Fleming Island. Golden Eagles
have one of the best arms in Billy Schopp and a erratic
batting lineup that, obviously, can explode at any time.
Coach Marty Lanoux is a battler in the dugout and seniors
like Cory Solomon, Justin Stadelmaier and Austin Morton
seemed determine to not go down without a fight.
Oakleaf is the runnerup from last year to Atlantic Coast,
but the Stingrays graduated a stellar class and Oakleaf has
been the top team most of the year. Seniors Chris Mauloni
and Justin Wagers are the fire of the team with big bats
and strong arms. The Knights infield crew, Keegan Barrs,
lan Marlar, Ty Andrews and Tristan Adams are big timers.
This should be the Knights title to win although three late
season losses to St. Johns Country Day School, Bartram Trail
and Baker County leave room to doubt.

District 3-7A

At Columbia

Teams (by seed): Columbia, Gainesville, Ocala Vanguard,
Middleburg

Schedule: Tuesday, Vanguard vs. Gainesville, 4 p.m.;
Middleburg vs. Columbia, 7 p.m.; Thursday, championship,
7p.m.

Outlook: First year Bronco coach Danny Pearce and the
Bronco mystique need some help here, but never count
out the ‘Burg.

District 4-6A

At Ponte Vedra

Teams (by seed): Clay, Ridgeview, Ponte Vedra, Menendez,
Orange Park

Schedule: Monday, Orange Park at Menendez, 6 p.m.;
Tuesday, Clay vs. Menendez/Orange Park winner, 4 p.m.;
Ponte Vedra vs. Ridgeview, 7 p.m.; Thursday, champion-
ship, 7 p.m.

Outlook: Fireworks from all fronts in this one. Clay stormed
at season’s end, Ridgeview has the seasoned lineup to get
the game over with numerous late inning victories. Ponte
Vedra is always a playoff threat. A Clay vs. Ridgeview final
would be exciting. Connor Solomon, Austin Burke, Tyler
Spence and Cole Escher have had hot bats for Blue Devils.
Tyler“T-Rex” Robison is spirit of Panthers with Yamil Tosado
and acrobatic gem at shortstop. Look for Garrett Barfield to
be the gamechanger.

District 5-5A
At Santa Fe

Teams (by seed): Keystone Heights, Santa Fe, Gainesville
PK. Yonge, Bradford, Palatka

Schedule: Monday, Bradford vs. Palatka, 7 p.m.; Tuesday,
Keystone Heights vs. Bradford/Palatka winner, 4 p.m.;
Santa Fe vs. PK. Yonge, 7 p.m.; Thursday, championship,
7p.m.

Outlook: Keystone Heights has been bashing behind Gage
Hall’s bat all year. They dimed Ridgeview, but lost to Clay in
the last week. When they are hot, they score touchdowns.
Connor 0'Steen is strong on the mound.

District 2-3A

At St. Joseph

Teams (by seed): University Christian, St. Johns Country
Day, St. Joseph, Gainesville Oak Hall, Gainesville St. Francis
Schedule: Monday, Oak Hall vs. St. Francis, 4:30 p.m.;
Tuesday, UCvs. Oak Hall/St. Francis winner, 1:30 p.m.; St.
Johns (D vs. St. Joseph, 4:30 p.m.; Thursday, championship,
4:30 p.m.

Outlook: Coach Tom Lucas at St. Johns has masterminded

a peak schedule to ready his troops for May Mayhem and
with monster wins over Oakleaf and Ridgeview to fuel the
fire, the Spartans; Evan Englebrecht, Troy Britts and the My-
ers boys; Cody and Troy, seemed destined to be a Cinderella
story. If only University Christian agreed.

Turn your home's equity into cash with
a Home Equity Line of Credit!

Orange Park Locations: ‘-:i

1440 Kingsley Ave. (904) 541-3900
794 Blanding Bivd. (904) 272-2265

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Clay High pitcher Austin Burke shut out Keystone Heights 4-0 in final regular season matchup.

The game went scoreless going into
the bottom of the third inning. Both teams
were getting runners on, but leaving them
on base at innings end. When Clay came to
bat in the bottom of the third, Michael Sty-
ron was hit by a pitch and put on first base.
Andrew Jackson was walked putting Clay
runners on first and second. Kevin Jackson
put down a textbook sacrifice bunt to move
the other runners to second and third. Cole
Escher followed with a deep shot to the
center field fence for a two run RBI double,
scoring Styron and Jackson. Tyler Spence
followed with a high fly that looked like it
would go foul. The ball bounced inches in
play earning him an RBI double. That was
the end of scoring in the third as Keystone
would stop the bleeding right there.

In the bottom of the sixth, Josh Lemen
hit a line drive single into right field. Andy

Baseball district action

District 2-8A: Oakleaf High first baseman Ty
Andrews, pictured, smashed a three run homer in
the fourth inning against defending district 2-8A
champion Atlantic Coast to push the Knights to a
3-2 semifinal win Tuesday night. In the other 2-8A
contest, Fleming Island gave up a three run double
in the seventh inning to lose 8-7 to Fletcher. Oak-
leaf plays Fletcher Thursday in the district final.
District 3-7A: Middleburg lost to Columbia 8-3 in
their semifinal match. Columbia is set to play Van-
guard, who beat Gainesville in semifinal, for title.
District 4-6A: Clay beat Menendez 6-0 in their
semifinal at Ponte Vedra while Ponte Vedra beat
defending 4-6A champion Ridgeview 2-1in
dramatic fashion to set up a Clay vs. Ponte Vedra
Thursday final. Menendez beat Orange Park 5-0 in
round one.

District 2-3A: St. Johns Country Day School beat St.
Joseph's 6-3 to advance to the Thursday champi-

Yarbrough hit a ground ball back to the
pitcher and was out, but moved Lemen to
second base. Austin Burke would come up
and hit a hard grounder into center field
for an RBI single that scored Lemon, put-
ting Clay up 4-0. The Blue Devils would
put an exclamation point on the evening as
the closed the game out on a double play,
dashing the Indians hopes of making any
comeback.

“Not too many highs, too many lows,
but I'd definitely rather be where we are at
than where we were,” said Persinger after
a week of district 4-6A showdowns with
Ridgeview and Ponte Vedra. “We've always
had a real laid back atmosphere here. Kind
of a controlled, structured craziness. They
are very well behaved kids, they never get
out of line, but we've always been a little
bit goofy.”

onship game against top seed University Christian,
who beat St. Francis 15-0 in their semifinal, at 4:30
p.m. at St. Joseph’s Academy.

District 5-5A: Keystone Heights won an 8-7 semifi-
nal match against Palatka on Thursday to advance
to their Thursday championship game against PK.
Yonge at Santa Fe High School. PK. Yonge beat
Santa Fe.

FIRSTATLANTIC BANK

Member
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Let us make your Air Conditioner
as efficient and as reliable
as possible with a yearly
maintenance agreement. Call us,
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us on our website.
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FREE
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Junior high championships

Chiang dominates track champs

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK — Orange Park Junior High
seventh grader Mei Chiang blasted from
the start of her two races at the Clay Coun-
ty Junior High track and field champion-
ships at Ridgeview High on April 28 and
never looked back en route to winning the
800 and 1600 races in dominating fashion.

Chiang, who has set the pace in the re-
cent year for area 5Ks, middle school cross
country and her track endeavors, won the
800 in 2:30.84 while blitzing a 5:30.46 in
the 1600.

Although Chiang's mile time was fast,
the top five girls all broke six minutes for
the event.

Green Cove Springs Jayden Sherer, a
seventh grader, held off a furious finish
from Lakeside’'s Kameron Wallizada to win
the 1600 in 5:09.79.

In the final team scores, Lake Asbury
won in the womens ranks with 104 points
to edge Oakleafs 97 points and Lake As-
bury’ 75 points.

For the boys, Lakeside won convinc-
ingly with 115 points followed by Oakleaf
at 93 and Bradford at 74.

For the girls, winners were Adrian Jen-
kins of Lake Asbury in the 100 hurdles in
18.47; Andrea Lee of Bradford in the 100
meter dash in 13.50; Stephanie Morelus of
Lake Asbury in the 200 in 28.17; Alyssa
Williams of Oakleaf in the 400 in 1:04.23;
Lake Asbury’s 4 x 100 relay in 53.64; Or-
ange Park’s 4 x 400 relay in 4:42.07, Sky-
lar Baltezegar of Lakeside in the discus at
93'-9:, Zoe Whaley of Orange Park in the
high jump at 4’-6", Caudio Oates in the long
jump at 15°-17, Skylar Baltezegar of Lake-
side in the shot put at 33’-3" and Green
Cove Springs’ 4 x 800 relay in 11:08.59.

For boys, winners were Karey Henry-
Duncan of Oakleaf in the 100 hurdles in
14.98; Pedro Carter of Bradford in the

100 in 12.03; Jayden Scherer of Green
Cove Springs in the 1600 in 5:09.79; Pe-
dro Carter of Bradford in the 200 in 24.94;
Andy Patterson of Lake Asbury in the 400
in 55.35; Bradford 4 x 100 in 47.75; Lake-
side 4 x 400 in 4:03.67; Bradford's 4 x 800
relay in 9:44.86; Warren Chase of Lake-
side in the 800 in 2:18.46; Van Franklin
of Oakleaf in the discus in 105'-7"; Spen-
cer Galise of Lakeside in the high jump in
5'-4"; Markez Sermons of Lakeside in the
long jump in 19-4.25" and Evan Sheets of
Green Gove Springs in 41°-8.5”.

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO
Orange Park Junior High seventh grader Mei Chiang breaks from pack in 800 meters at Clay
County Junior High track championships. Chiang won 800 and 1600.

Baseball/softball champions

Green Cove Springs Junior High School
won a 7-0 decision over Oakleaf Junior
High School and the Wilkinson Junior
High Lady Eagles girls softball team
beat previously unbeaten Green

Cove Springs Junior High 5-0 for their
respective Northeast Florida Athletic
Conference (NEFAC) middle school
championship games.

Wilkinson pitcher Kaylee Crickmore,
below, dominated from the mound.

ol
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Spring football update

Clay has new pass
catcher in LeSage

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Clay coach Josh-
ua Hoekstra, I think, worries a bit about
that part of the spring football season
when you hope new faces step up and take
over spots on the field vacated by graduat-
ing players.

In Saturday’s Blue/White scrimmage,
Spencer LeSage became a name that will
be worthy of watching come August. LeS-
age, a standout at Lake Asbury Junior High
last year, stole two long passes against
Clay’s secondary for gains of 70 yards and
an 80 yard score as Blue Devil quarterback
Caleb Eason was sharp as a tack in finding
LeSage and returner Ajay Belanger to keep
the ball moving.

On defense, Clay showed off bookend
defensive end prowess with returner Gody
Devore teaming with Bradford County
transfer Josh Griffis, a 6'-4" athlete.

Overall, Clay's offense clicked behind
ballcarriers Josh Colson and Cedric Brown
with Jason Brooks leading the way on the
line.

At Fleming Island, sophomore quarter-
back Dean Hyams showed off some blonde
locks to put the “Sunshine” monicker in his
backfield, from Remember the Titans, but
the much-heftier Hyams was throwing ef-
fortlessly downfield with precision to 6'-4"

Nick Ferendo, speedy Anfernee McCaskill
and burlier Jackson Bull. Bull surprised
the number one defense with a nifty jet
sweep for a 60 yard rumble to paydirt.

Theory: If defenses set to trap Mc-
Caskill and his 10.6 100 meter speed and
also top cover Ferendo on the pass, Bull
will be the highlight reel for coach Dame-
nyum Springs.

On defense, Isaiah Walker returns
with fast legs after a season-ending injury
last year to team up with veterans Ryan
Smenda, Jose “Big Cat” Concepcion and
Jack “the Surgeon” Surgeoner all showing
some muscle in drills. Concepcion issued
a bowling-ball like rebuke of a five vs. one
block/defend drill.

At Ridgeview, Tyler Huff was settling
in as the returning quarterback for coach
Cameron Porch with speedy X-back athlete
Kiaran Turner taking reps as well.

At Orange Park, coach Tom Macpher-
son opened up a Saturday morning session
bent on amping the team up with a physi-
cal wakeup Oklahoma-type block/defend
drill. Macpherson seeks effort and passion
in his game and the Raiders have the ath-
letes.

Yet to be seen are St. Johns Country
Day School, Middleburg, Keystone Heights
and Oakleafl. Stay tuned.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island High sophomore Dean “Sunshine” Hyams returns as the slated starting

quarterback for the fall.

Fleming Island linebackers Jack Surgeoner,
left, and Ryan Smenda could be lethal duo.

Clay High sophomore wideout Spencer
LeSage was impressive in first scrimmage.

Region 1-3A track results
Top four advance to state

Girls High Jump (3A 2016 champion 5-8, Top 4 all seniors)
1. Tytavia Hardy, Pensacola junior, 5-5.25
3. Kaley Petrosky, Middleburg junior, 5-3.25

Top 3A jumps: 2-3A (5'-3.75"); 3-3A (5'-1.75"); 4-3A
(5'-3.75")

Boys high jump (3A 2016 champion 6-4, Top 4 all seniors)

1. Bryce Quiett, Middleburg sophomore, 6-7.5 (2.00 seed)

Top 3A jumps: 2-3A (6'-3.5"); 3-3A (6™-2.75"); 4-4A (6"-4")

Boys Pole Vault
1. Jadarius Cole, Pine Forest senior, 13-5.25
13. Matt Oliver, Middleburg junior, 11-5.75 (seed 3.65)

Boys long jump
1. Trejan Huggins, Lincoln senior, 22-7.75
9. Keanan Restall, OPHS sophomore, 20-3.5

Boys triple jump
(3A 2016 champion 47-1)
1. Marcus Floyd, Middleburg sophomore, 45-3 (seed 45-3)

Top 3A jumps: 2-3A (44-11.75"); 3-3A (44-6"); 4-3A
(47'-5.25")

Girls discus
1. Skyler Joneson, Niceville senior, 116-9
7. Paige Novatasky, Middleburg junior, 104-11

Boys Shot put
1. Edward Shelikoff, Niceville senior, 51-6.25
11. Shawn Bizzell, OPHS senior, 43-2.5

Boys 100

(3A 2016 champion 10.92)

1. Marquel Pittman, Lincoln senior, 10.64 (4th 2016 11.09)
4. Marcus Floyd, Middleburg sophomore, 10.95

Top 3A times: 2-3A
(10.55); 3-3A (10.49); 4-4A (10.49)

Boys 200

(3A 2016 champion 21.31, Top 8, seven
seniors)

1. Marquel Pittman, Lincoln senior, 21.59

3. Marcus Floyd, Middleburg sophomore, 22.06

Top 3A times: 2-3A(21.63); 3-3A (21.30); 4-3A (21.45)

Boys 400
1. Leander Forbes, Leon senior, 45.95
12. Alex Collier, OPHS freshman, 52.41

Boys 300 Hurdles

1. Justin Peters, Leon senior, 38.01

8. John Abate, OPHS sophomore, 41.19
Boys 4 x 100

1. Navarre 41.89

12. OPHS 44.01

1) 449 Abate, John 10

2) 527 Rivera, Noah 10

3) 528 Sermons, Zykeim 10
4) 464 Restall, Keanan 10

Boys 800
1. Joseph Storey, Creekside senior, 1:54.02
9. John Bear, OPHS sophomore, 2:00.95

Womens team scores
1. Niceville 98; 2. Pine Forest 74; 3. Lincoln 73; 17. Middle-
burg 9

Mens Team Scores
1. Lincoln 104; 2. Chiles 70; 3. Creekside 69; 8. Middleburg
31;19. Orange Park 5

Track

from page 25

of the season,” said Middleburg coach
April Martin. “He became more confident
despite the start. He became more consis-
tent in all parts of the high jump. I devoted
two complete practice session each week
10 just the high jumpers. It became more of
an exact discipline.”

Floyd delivered a region title in the

triple jump on his very first jump then dou-
bled down with a fourth in the 100 meter
dash and a third in the 200 for the Bron-
cos. In the triple jump, Floyd hit 45°-3" on
his first jump to set the top measure of the
day and scratched on his next two jumps.

“In the past, he has run the 100 and
400, but he fell ill in the middle of the sea-
son,” said Martin. “He wasn't fully set to
take on the 400. There is plenty of time be-
tween the 100 and 200.”

In the 100, the second running event
of the day, and the 200, near the end of
the meet, Floyd wrangled with Tallahassee
Lincoln senior Marquel Pittman, who won
both events. Pittman, fourth in 3A in 2016,
won the 100 in 10.64 seconds with Floyd
fourth at 10.95. Floyd has a personal best
of 10.62.

In the 200, Pittman won in 21.59 with
Floyd third in 22.06. In 2016, 21.31 was
the winning time with seven seniors in the

top eight finishers.

“He had to run hard in the 200 because
the field was stacked,” said Middleburg
coach Craig Martin.

In the girls high jump, Middleburg ju-
nior Kaley Petrosky finished third with a
5'-3.25" jump, well off her district winning
5'-5" jump but enough to advance. Tytavia
Hardy of Pensacola, won at 5-5.25" with
5'-8" the top jump in 3A at last year’s state
championships.
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1-4A

13. Keshawn King, OHS sophomore, 11.60

200 Girls (4A 2016 champion in 24.36)
1. Nicole Smith Sanford junior, 24.64 (6th in 4A 2016 in 25.67)
3. Ashley Nelson, FIHS senior, 25.66 (8th qualifier at 25.72)

Top 4A times: 2-4A (24.05); 3-4A (23.98); 4-4A (23.12)

Boys 400

1. Emare Hogan, Dr. Phillips senior, 48.98

6. Spencer Shaw, FIHS senior, 49.79, (50.05 prelim)
11. Felipe Fernandez, FIHS junior, 51.21

Boys 110 High Hurdles
1. Tyreek Thyme, Lyman senior, 14.13,
7. Khalif Copeland OHS senior 20.09..15.37 in prelims.

Girls 300 hurdles
1. Jamiah Jackson, Evans, senior, 43.64..
11. Kayla Armstrong, FIHS junior, 49.63 (48.78 prelims)

300 hurdles boys
1. Lorenzo Lingard, Orange City junior, 36.76
9. Luc Larson, FIHS senior, 40.30, (Prelims 40.57)

Girls 4x100

1. Evans 47.29

11. Oakleaf 49.65 (Thomas, Jaqueline; Anthony, Nia; Mc-
Cormick, Niya; Harris, Destiny)

Boys 4x 100

1. Sandalwood 41.24

10. Oakleaf 43.12 (Roberts, Nick; Copeland, Khalif; Morgan,
Rontrez; King, Keshawn)

Girls 4 x 400

1. Lake Minneola 3:51.62

13. FIHS 4:09.87 (Adriana Neilen, Audrey Millican, Kayla
Armstrong, Ashley Nelson)

Boys 4 x 400 (4A 2016 champion at 3:17.53)

1. Lake Brantley 3:18.18 (4th in 4A 2016 at 3:19.48)

3. FIHS 3:21.57 (Spencer Shaw, Felipe Fernandez, Paris Wil-
liams, Cameron Dill)

Top 4A times: 2-4A (3:21.91); 3-4A (3:26.63); 4-4A (3:14.68)

Girls 4 x 800

1. Lake Brantley 9:25.32

12. FIHS 10:21.04 (Stevenson, Madelyn; Detwiler, Jordan;
Bourre, Halie; Franzoni, Julie)

Boys 4 x 800

1. Timber Creek 8:00.55

13. Oakleaf 8:41.40 (Stallworth, Tony; Harris, Jaylan; Pryce,
Dante; Pryce, Damien

Girls 800
1. Ashley Klingenberg, Lake Brantley, freshman, 2:13.61
11. Julie Franzoni, FIHS, junior, 2:27.99

Boys 800 (4A 2016 champion at 1:52.91)
1. Joab Francois, Lake Brantley, sophomore, 1:55.64
2. Cameron Dill, FIHS senior, 1:55.82

Top 4A times: 2-4A (1:58.-04); 3-4A (1:59.06); 4-4A (1:54.38)

Girls 3200
1. Kayley Delay, Fletcher senior, 11:03.98
13. Madelyn Stevenson, FIHS freshman, 12:24.62

Boys 3200 (4A 2016 champion at 9:26.39)

1. Calum McFetridge, Buchholz, senior, 9:34.97

2. Andrew Miller, FIHS junior, 9:41.21. seed 9:49.98
4. Evan Fuller, FIHS junior, 9:48.03, seed 9:56.00

Top 4A times: 2-4A (9:51.19); 3-4A (9:35.26); 4-4A (9:32.18)

Womens' team scores
1. Evans 62; Winter Park 61; West Orange 53.50; 12. Oakleaf
23;22. Fleming Island 6

Mens'team scores
1. Timber Creek 55; 2. Apopka 51; 3. East Ridge 40; 6. Oakleaf
36; 10 Fleming Island 32

Fun o

Humor

In The Bleachers

Flying McCoys

© 2017 Gl d G McCoy/Dist. by Andi McMeel Syndi 1. SARY@GARYMCCOY.ORG

*' Non-Sequitur

HOW To DECRENSE THE | |

NUNBER of LN scihool 1)0

GRMNDUNKTES e
Ui

© 2017 WILEY \NK, \TD. T~
ATAN O1ST.BY ANDREWS INNEEL SYNDICATION  WILEY INK@EARTALINK NET  GOCOMICS.C_ON

Real Life Adventures

© 2017 Andrews McMeel Syndication 5/4
www.gocomics.com/inthebleachers

eIy

“As the players near the end of their
life cycles, it looks like we’re
headed into sudden death.”

Ziggy

Livesust
peeN STRucK | |

5/4

THE (RONY | |
Bl AL Acomic. ¢
STﬁlPPPAR{f/o,’\III@
/ UP LN, 7
e garomor | [\(
My OWN CAGE ! e

T
\ e Al T e 2
/ .
D 96 G

UNIVERSAL

Sudoku Puzzle

OO0 You HEAR &D D1EDT

N O. AT 1] APPENEDLS

wEL e, FROAT e/iHAT
T READ, c/HEN HE
DIED, HE wASs
SURRoOUNDED BY
L ovEeEpr oNnESs"

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

1

6 Z 2

5

OgN

38 2

YEL THAT sSE€EEATS
70 AcLecwAaAyYysS BE

62017 GarlanCo/Distibuted by Andrews McMeel Syndication w/$€/A L DRKH

9
1
2

GNO

8

38 3

2

DIFFICULTY RATING: % % % % ¥

88O SMaIpUY Aq "1SIQ/°0u] ‘Spual4 pue ABBIZ /1026

5/4

© 2017 Andrews McMeel Syndication




34 CLAY TODAY « May 4, 2017

CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

your
community
your

world

wict this week

a7 wuCT-TWZi(@bmcast 8, 440) .

Victorian Slum House — Tuesdays, 8 PM
FOLLOW MODERN FAMILIES AS THEY EXPERIENCE THE CHALLENGING
CONDITIONS THEIR 1800s ANCESTORS ONCE DID IN BRITISH SLUMS

m¢ SATURDAYS, 2 PM
. Destination Craft with Jim West

1 WJCT proudly presents the first series
in the history of public television to

4 umquely blend international travel

1 and crafts. Jim West hosts the series,

which airs Saturdays at 2 p.m. and

Tuesdays at 1 p.m. on WJCT-TV

starting Saturday, May 13.

WED, MAY 10, 8 PM

m ChanmJ 7 1 Comcas

Dolphins: Spy in the Pod

The camera eyes of 13 ingenious Spy
Creatures, including Spy Dolphin, Spy
Nautilus, and Spy Turtle, capture the
dolphin’s “superpod” behavior never
filmed before. Infiltrate the social
world of dolphins from strange
gatherings to gang rivalries.

WED, MAY 10, 10 PM
Plants Behaving Badly

This new series examines the
extraordinary behavior of carnivorous
plants, which have been a feature of
many a sci-fi film over the years.
Tune in to find out why reality turns
out to be far stranger than the fiction.

SUNDAY, MAY 14, 9 PM

Masterpiece: King Charles llI

A television adaptation of the 2016
Tony nominee for Best Play, Aing
Charfes Il imagines Prince Charles’
ascension to the throne following
Queen Elizabeth’s death. This TV
adaptation features members of the
original Broadway cast.

Get the latest news! WJCT’s What's On This Week
e-newsletter comes to your inbox on Monday
afternoons, bringing you information on the week's top
TV and radio programs. Sign up at wjct.org.

f 80O

wjct.org / news.wjct.org

Spartans region semifinal

St. Johns Country Day School girls softball
team, led by sophomore pitcher Brianna
Enter, pictured, will travel to Tallahassee
Maclay (13-10) for their region 1-3A
semifinal on Thurs., May 4 at 4:30 p.m. The
Lady Spartans, 15-5, lost in their district
championship game to defending 2-3A
champion Oak Hall.

Soﬂllall

from page 25

prise loser in the district 6-5A champion-
ship game to once-beaten (22-1) Eustis
High School. Santa Fe (21-6) will travel to
play Eustis. Eustis scored five runs in the
third against South Sumter, the two-time
defending champion against Eustis, for
their 5-0 win for the district 6-bA title.

In the bottom of the four team region
bracket, district 8-5A runnerup Atlantic
High (4-4) travels to district 7-5A cham-
pion Hernando (19-9) with Nature GCoast
Tech, the district 7-5A runnerup, heading
to district 8-bA champion Bishop Moore of
Orlando (9-6).

After Crawford’s defense prowess in the
opening stanza of the Lady Indians match
with catcher Bailey Story ripping a single
into left field and Skylar Rollins pounding a
triple to score the game 1-0 very quickly.

“They wanted this and a strong region
run so bad, that, I think that last inning
was just trying a little too hard because
it was so close,” said Marquart. “Megan
(Moncrief, pitcher) commanded the mound
when she needed to end innings.”

A fielder’s choice grounder by Grawford
scored one more run with Bre Wells sin-
gling to push the pace against the Santa
Fe defense. A foul to Kaitlyn Cline behind
home plate was caught to stymie the of-
fensive barrage.

Moncrief, who finished with two strike-
outs for the nig<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>