THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016

St. Vincent’'s
celebrates ER
expansion

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

MIDDLEBURG — In the past, pop-up pri-
vacy screens surrounding patients waiting
in the hallways at St. Vincent's emergency
department was an uncommon, but real
sight due to the shortage of emergency
rooms. However, because of the medical
center’s forward inertia towards improved
services, awaiting patients might stay
where they belong — the past.

St. Vincent's Medical Center Clay Coun-
ty held a ribbon cutting ceremony Tues-
day to celebrate the grand opening of the
first wave of expansions scheduled for the
hospital — their emergency room. The new
wing sits south of the main hospital, and
will raise the hospital’s capacity from 110
patients to 150 patients a day.

“Patients have been very receptive,”
said Jeff Sapolsky, director of emergency
services. “As crowded as we've been we've
been trying to see them anyway we can.
We offer them beds at our Jacksonville
campuses, and they incessantly deny it,
they love us here, they want to stay here
in their county. So that's been really pretty
humbling, that they would rather wait in
the hall here than go to a room in Jack-
sonville.”

The 5,500 square foot expansion brings
the total size of the emergency department
1o 19,000 square feet. The expansion also
adds 11 treatment rooms to the hospital,
giving the medical center 29 emergency
treatment rooms total.

The expansion also provides a space
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CLAY COUNTY
" DELINQUENT TAX LIST -insert

=

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY

\

May 8, 2016
VOLUME 50, NO.19 75¢

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Police Chief Robert Musco, left, and Clay County Sheriff Rick Beseler
field questions from reporters on May 3 in the after math of a shooting spree by Murray
Leon Lancaster, 40, see page 2 for story.

Campground
proposal
rejected

Residents turn out on short
notice

By Eric Cravey
Managing Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS— Armed with more
than 200 petition signatures she'd col-
lected in a 24-hour period, Lisa Hauber
approached the podium at the Clay County
Planning and Zoning Commission Tuesday
night to ask officials to protect her neigh-
borhood.

Hauber and eight other residents from
developments along Doctors Lake Drive
urged officials to reject a proposal to re-
zone two connected parcels of land clear-
ing the way for a developer to build a
campground and recreational vehicle park
at 3860 Doctors Lake Drive.

“You know this is a nice family-oriented
community — we all look after each other
and it's not uncommon for somebody to
stop by my house that just lives on Doctors
Lake Drive and say, You know I haven't
seen your husband in a little while, you
know, where's he at,” that’s the kind of com-
munity we have. We don’t want to change
that,” Hauber said.

Hauber and other residents raised con-
cerns about such issues as increased traf-
fic, transients, drainage, lighting, safety
and increased noise levels if the propos-
al were approved. Ben Waldrop of Fruit
Cove in St. Johns County wants to buy the
property from the Duke family and invest
$400,000 to build the campground, which

SEE CAMP, 20
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Triple homicide ends in shooter's death

County gripped as story
unfolded

By Randy Lefko and Eric Cravey
Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — Four Clay County
residents are dead after a violent attack
that began Tuesday morning around 9:40
a.m. when Murray Leon Lancaster, 40,
of Green Cove Springs abducted his es-
tranged girlfriend at gunpoint from a hair
salon and forced her to go with him.

From the Keeping it Classy Hair and
Nail Salon at 805 Orange Ave., Lancaster
drove Valorie Shea Short, 30, in his white
truck to the entrance of Magnolia Point
West off County Road 315 where they met
her father, Welland Robert “Buddy” Short,
556, on Medinah Avenue. Police arrived mo-
ments later to find the bodies of both Val-

Green Cove Springs Police Chief Robert
Musco, left, discusses the crime scene Tues-
day with one of his officers.

erie Short and her father, while Lancaster
abandoned the white truck that now had
blood splattered on the hood. From there,
he drove to the Rosemary Hill Landfill
where he shot his ex-wife, Erica Green
Lancaster.

From there, about 300 law enforce-
ment officers worked together to find Lan-
caster, including Clay County Sheriff's De-
partment, the Green Cove Springs Police
Department, Florida Department of Law
Enforcement, the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and other law enforcement agen-
cies. Clay County School officials placed
all Green Cove Springs area schools on
lock down, including Clay High, Charles E.
Bennett Elementary, Bannerman Learning
Genter and Green Gove Springs Jr. High.

GCSO investigators believe Lancaster’s

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
This is the gruesome scene on Medinah Avenue in Green Cove Springs Tuesday, May 2 after
police and fire rescue personnel responded to the scene where they found Valorie Shea Short,
30, and Walland Robert “Buddy” Short, 55, were shot dead by Murray Leon Lancaster, 40, of
Green Cove Springs.
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Yellow crime scene tape draped the front of the entrance sign to Magnolia West Tuesday as
the Clay County Sheriff’s Office and Green Cove Springs Police Department worked together
to track Murray Leon Lancaster, 40, after he abducted his girlfriend and then shot her and her

father.

shooting spree, in which he later killed
himself, is believed to be a reaction to an
arrest surrounding an alleged domestic
violence charge. CCSO arrested Lancaster
on March 15 at 433 Melrose Ave. after get-
ting into a drunken fight with Buddy Short
and another man who tried to break up the
fight.

According to the police report, Lan-
caster shouted curse words and threat-
ened officers with a balled fist while police

attempted to de-escalate the situation that
ended in his arrest for two misdemeanor
charges — one for dating simple battery
and one for resisting an officer.

Police said the argument began when
Valorie Short took Lancaster’s keys away
from him to prevent him from driving after
a day of binge drinking. She told police that
“when she wouldn't give the keys back, he
grabbed her wrist and shoved her aggres-
sively against the basketball hoop pole.”

After the March fracas, a judge issued
a no contact order as a condition of pre-
trial release on the battery charge. The
order prohibited Lancaster from coming
within 500 feet of Valorie Short, as well as
prohibited any form of personal, electronic
or second party contact with her. He was
also ordered to not go within 500 feet of
431 Melrose Ave. except 1o collect his be-
longings with police supervision, according
to the condition of pre-trial release docu-
ment.

Tuesday's search ended after CCSO
SWAT members and officers from CCSO
and GGSPD located the suspect’s truck on
the Lancaster family property in the 1700
block of Idlewild Avenue/State Road 16 and
conducted a search of all buildings on the
grounds. Police found Lancaster inside a
camper parked inside a barn with a self-
inflicted gunshot wound. A handgun was
recovered next to his body. He is the son
of former Orange Park High teacher and
former Board of County Commissioners
member Larry Lancaster, as well as the
nephew of former Clay County Sheriff Scott
Lancaster.

“He was seen there going into a small
mobile home on the property,” Beseler
said. “We had SWAT teams in place to col-
lapse the perimeter at that location to try
and determine if the suspect was still at
the scene.”

In the aftermath of the shooting, CCSO
and GGSPD are working with the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement to try and
capture a timeline of events that led to the
shootings, according to CCSO Public Infor-
mation Officer Mary Justino.

For example, police know that Lancast-
er went to Charles E. Bennett Elementary
School on May 2 but they are not certain
whether that happened before he abducted
Valorie Short or after the first two shoot-
ings.

“We do think he went by the school. It's
just a matter of confirming did he do that
prior to committing the incident or some-
time after,” Justino said.

Justino said Lancaster was sched-
uled to appear in court on Tuesday for the
March battery charge and was possibly un-
sure of the outcome.

“As far as the timing of things, there
isn’t really anything else that has occurred
since that March arrest other than that
court appearance was scheduled for yes-
terday,” she said.

Police, however, do not have any in-
formation explaining Lancaster's motive
in shooting his ex-wife, Erica Green Lan-
caster.
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Spring Park pool renovation officially kicks off

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Officials with the City of Green Cove Springs
officially broke ground April 28 for the $2.4 million Spring Park Pool
renovation project, which includes adding a two-story pavilion and a
splash park. Funding is coming from the city’s One-Cent Infrastructure
Sales Tax dollars, the Clay County Board of County Commissioners
and the State of Florida. City staff will perform site and drainage work.
Core Construction Inc. of Jacksonville is the contractor and Matthews
Design Group is the designer.

The project, which is projected to be completed this winter, includes
reconstructing the pool that is fed by historic Green Cove Springs.
The work also includes constructing a two-story pavilion immediately
north of the pool. The project will keep a historic look, with the pavil-
ion featuring stone and stucco walls and a metal roof.
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The pavilion will be located on land originally occupied by the old city
hall. That building ceased to be used as city hall when the new city
hall, also built with sales tax dollars, opened in 2004. The former city
hall provided restrooms for the pool until it was demolished in 2015.
The spring water is reputed to have healing powers. During the late
19th Century, many hotels operated around the springs, attracting
wealthy visitors who arrived by steamboats that traveled the St. Johns
River. As railroads facilitated tourist travel farther south, the hotels
declined. However, Spring Park and the pool have remained a popular
spot to visitors.

“We are delighted to keep enhancing the springs, this amazing natu-
ral feature that people have embraced throughout the history of the
City and the State,” Mayor Van Royal said. “This project also will foster
economic growth in the City.”
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Concert series grand
finale scheduled at Penney
Memorial Church

PENNEY FARMS - The Penney
Farms 2015-2016 Commemorative
Concert season will conclude on a high
note with a recital featuring the winners
of the annual Concert on the Green com-
petition.

The recital concert take places in the
sanctuary of Penney Memorial Church,
4465 Poling Blvd., at 7 p.m. May 18.
The performance is free and open to the
public.

This competition is open only to Stu-
dents who attend Clay County schools
and who have undergone, and won,
rounds in their age range in both instru-
mental and vocal skills. These students
have competed for prize money o foster
further musical interests.

Penney Memorial Church has the
honor of hosting this concert because
Howard Tappan, former director of
music and several former residents at
Penney Retirement Community, were
instrumental in the founding of, what
has become, the Concert on the Green.

SEE BRIEFS, 20
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House bullies
attack Florida
Supreme Court

By Jac VerSteeg

Steve Crisafulli, speaker of the Flori-
da House, heaped disdain on the Florida
Supreme Court's 5-2 decision to suspend
the state's 24-hour
waiting period for an
abortion.

‘I can't say I'm
surprised,” Crisafulli
said in a statement.
“In my opinion, this
has been one of the
most activist and
overreaching state
Supreme Courts in
recent memory. |
believe our govern-
ment works best when all sides respect the
balance of power. It appears that several of
our Justices seem to believe it is their job
to invalidate any action of the Legislature,
regardless of the law and constitution.”

Of course that’s pure bunk. Il’s part
of the effort by a GOP that's increasingly
out of touch on social issues to attack the
authority of any court that Republicans
haven't stacked. Their strategy is to un-
dermine courts until they can rig them to
overturn any progressive legislation that
might be passed in the future.

At that point, if it ever arrives, they'll
suddenly rediscover respect for the courts.
[t’s not that they don’t want judicial activ-
ism. It's that they want reactionary judicial
activism.

The Legislature is sore because Florida
courts stopped the lawmakers from ig-
noring the state constitution after voters
amended the foundational document to
curb gerrymandering.

That wasn’t activism. It was the court
doing its job. It was the court protecting
the will of Florida’s voters.

Crisafulli’s claim the Justices want “to
invalidate any action of the Legislature,”
is a ludicrous overstatement. And, in fact,
the ruling he's railing against didn't nullify
anything. It suspended the abortion wait-
ing period while the high court decides
whether to rule on its constitutionality.

Abortion is a complex and emotional is-
sue. Respect for court rulings — whether
you agree with them or not — is one rea-
son this nation hasn’t completely torn it-
self apart because of this issue and others.
When Crisafulli attacks the court, he is the
one who is not showing proper respect for
the balance of power.

There’s no reason to think Republicans
in the Legislature might start reading the
warning signs and moderate their posi-
tions on social issues. Speaker-Designate
Richard Corcoran issued a statement that
was, if anything, more defensive and ludi-
crous than the one Crisafulli released.

“Apparently, abortion activists, and
their liberal allies on the Supreme Court,”
he said, “are no longer content just for
abortion to be legal; their goal seems (o

Jac VerSteeg

SEE COURT, 5
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This Week In History

5 Years Ago, 2011

e Green Cove Springs City Council
voted to allow pets and bicycles onto the
grounds of Spring Park and Vera Francis
Park on a six-month trial basis.

e Despite a drop in attendance, the
Second Annual Art and About was deemed
a success by organizers from the Art Guild
of Orange Park, which raised $450 for col-
lege scholarships at the event.

e ABC Television aired the installment
of “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition” fea-
turing Middleburg High School volleyball
coach and mom Carrie Prewitt.

10 Years Ago, 2006

e City council members elected Deb-
bie Ricks mayor and John Buchanan vice
mayor. Both would serve one-year terms.

e Green Gove Springs Police charged
Amos Blount Jr. and Dominic Dontay Tin-
ney, both of Green Cove Springs, with the
murder and robbery of Tereso Lopez Mor-
ente that occurred at the St. Johns Landing
Apartments.

e The annual Clay County Government
Barbecue raised $12,000 for the Food
Pantry of Green Cove Springs.

20 Years Ago, 1996

e Martin Miller, director of govern-
mental affairs for the Clay County School
District, said the district stood to receive
a five percent increase in state funding per
pupil after working closely with the legisla-
tive delegation and other counties.

e (Clay County Sheriff’s Office deputies
arrested Clinton Robert Campbell, 42, of
Bostwick in the 1994 shooting death of
Michael Podbevsek, 46, at his home on
County Road 209 near Green Cove Springs.
Assistant State Attorney Tim Collins did
not disclose details but said the arrest was

based on new evidence.

e Dorothy Holt, supervisor of elections
of Clay County, announced she would not
seek a fourth term of office and would re-
tire instead.

30 Years Ago, 1986

e The Clay County School District joined
with 21 other Florida counties to sue the
state citing an inequity in state funding dis-
tribution. Officials claimed the county had
been shorted $22 million “across the board
on costs per average student” since 1978.

e Rep. Don Fuqua(D-2) of Jacksonville,
who represented Western Clay County,
announced he would leave Congress the
coming January to become president of the
trade group, Aerospace Industries Asso-
ciation of America.

e The cmmittee “The Citizens for Single
District™ collected signed petitions to al-
low voters to decide whether or not county
commissioners should be elected by dis-
trict voting only or the countywide model
used at the time.

40 Years Ago, 1976

e A bill filed in the Florida Legislature
at the request of the Green Cove Springs
City Council would annex three parcels of
land in Reynolds Park into the city limits.

e Board of County Commissioners
Chairman R. Lee Drawdy said the Florida
Department of Transportation is going to
take over purchasing right of way to widen
Blanding Boulevard to Middleburg, a task
previously funded by the county.

e [n a 5-0 vote, the BCC rehired County
Dog Warden Robert Griffin four days after
firing him after a disagreement that sur-
faced over a dog and its owners.

Letters To The Editor Policy

Clay Today welcomes readers to send letters to the editor on topics of common interest to Clay County.

- Letters should be no more than 600 words and should include the writer’s name and town they live in.
- Clay Today reserves the right to edit letters for grammar, content and length. Submit your letter by Email:
to eric@opcfla.com. Mail: Eric Cravey, Editor Clay Today, 3513 U.S. Hwy. 17 Fleming Island, Fla. 32003
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Former deputy concerned
about sheriff’s race

[ care deeply about our county and
the current political climate that exists in
county politics as a whole. In the interest
of full disclosure, I am a former 19 Y2 year
veteran of the Clay County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, having worked there from 1989 until
2008. I voluntarily resigned on September
12, 2008 after supporting an opponent of
Sheriff Beseler. I could no longer in good
conscience work for a person who I did not
feel had the best interest of his employees
in mind. So, instead of living a lie, I moved
on and never regretied that decision.

Politics in Clay County have been
known for years as a blood sport, with ac-
cusations being levied and charges thrown
around like candy at a Christmas parade.
This year’s election for Sheriff looks to be
no different.

The race for Sheriff is important to
me. First, it is vitally important that we
have the right person to lead the men and
women of the CCSO. Second, as a former
deputy, who has been involved in Sher-
iff’s politics, I have learned through hard,
firsthand experience that elections have
consequences for the men and women who
are putting the bad guys in jail and also
my brothers and sisters in Corrections who
are keeping them there, as well as all of
the support personnel who provide such
essential services to our county.

It is time that we, the citizens and
electorate of the greatest place to live on
this earth, break this cycle. The men and
women of the Clay County Sheriff’s Office
deserve the best we have to offer. They

SEE SHERIFF, 5

Reader waiting for an answer
from the BCC

This is a revised version of a second
speech I gave to the BCG on April 26, 2016.
[ am still waiting an answer.

“First they came for the Socialists, and
[ did not speak out — Because | was not a
Socialist.

Then they came for the Trade Unionists,
and [ did not speak out — Because I was not
a Trade Unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did
not speak out — Because [ was not a Jew.

Then they came for me — and there was
no one left to speak for me.”

These are the words of Pastor Martin
Niemoller regarding events in 1933 Ger-
many. Over the decades there have been
numerous variations to this poem but they
all refer to the same theme.

The human race has a very long and ig-
noble history of bigotry, racism and hatred
directed from one group to another based
on nothing more than a perceived differ-
ence relegating one group to a lesser sta-
tus as a human being.

Today on [State Road] A1A [in St. Johns

SEE BCC, 5
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from page 4

be to ensure that the maximum number
of abortions are performed each year in
Florida. How else would you explain oppo-
sition to a law that simply protects women
from being pressured or bullied into mak-
ing a life-altering decision?”

Really? Five justices on the state Su-
preme Court want to maximize the number
of abortions in the state?

There is no one who wants to do that.
However, there are quite a few people who
want to stop lawmakers from interfering in
medical decisions that should be left to a
woman and her doctor.

Corcoran’s contention that the waiting-
period law “simply protects women from
being pressured or bullied into making a
life-altering decision™ is absurd.

The law isn't “simply” some kind of
anti-bullying measure. The law itself is a
bullying measure imposed by bullies like

Crisafulli and Corcoran to harass women
who have concluded that they want or need
to have an abortion.

Their bullying law might be constitu-
tional. Many other states have imposed
waiting periods — though Florida's Consti-
tution contains special privacy provisions
that might change the outcome here.

But it is the Supreme Court and not the
Legislature that will make that decision.
America’s tradition calls for respecting
the decision even if you disagree with it.
Of course, you also are free to disagree in
strong terms. But when House speakers
and speakers-to-be disagree in disrespect-
ful terms, they are straying into territory
that is dangerous to democracy.

Jac Wilder VerSiteeg is a columnist
for The South Florida Sun Sentinel, for-
mer deputy editorial page editor for The
Palm Beach Post and former editor of
Context Florida. His column appears
courtesy of Context Florida.

from page 4

they do not support the chosen candidate.
Many good and honorable men and women
have left the Sherifl’s Office over the years
because of this concern. Fear and intimi-
dation should never determine who some-
one votes for, not now, not ever. Sadly, this
happens far too often. The right person
leading the Clay County Sheriff’s Office is
vital to the men and women of the Sheriff’s
Office and to the county as a whole. .

Any candidate that must cast doubt on
the integrity or character of another candi-
date is woefully insecure of their own can-
didacy. Toot your own horn; convince peo-
ple that you are the right candidate. That
is what politics are all about. But do it with
integrity and without belittling your op-
ponents. The politics of personal destruc-
tion must stop. Good men and women have
been discouraged and abused because of
the hunger for power or the need to hold
on to the power that God has blessed them

with.

You must be involved to be in the fight,
you must have done something to be criti-
cized and you must have failed to be found
at fault. I say that because there is a huge
difference between a candidate who has
been on the ground, learning the ropes
and fighting the fight on a daily basis than
someone who has been protected and cov-
ered for during a large portion of their ca-
reer. That is not leadership, that is entitle-
ment. Leadership involves doing the dirty
work, getting involved, learning from and
admitting your mistakes and improving go-
ing forward. I know what that looks like;
I've lived it and learned along the way.

We must elect the right person to lead
the Clay County Sheriff's Office into the
future. There is only one candidate that
has the right mix of experience, leadership
credentials and vision to lead this most
important agency forward. That person is
Darryl Daniels.

Jim Messer
Keystone Heights

from page 4

County] continues to stand a billboard
preaching hatred and intolerance against
a major religion. A billboard paid for by a
hate group who remain anonymous. The
money was paid to a bigot hiding from the
public who will not answer questions and
hides beneath his rock counting his thirty
pieces of silver.

[ have asked the Board of County Com-
missioners to adopt a resolution condemn-
ing this message and the cretins who sup-
port it. It would cost the county nothing
and will boost our reputation as an hon-
orable place to do business and raise a
family free of these devilish philosophies.
It should not be a problem for the county
commissioners. They have had plenty of
practice proclaiming resolutions of such
inconsequence that finally doing something

that actually attests to the community’s
Christian outlook should be a simple exer-
cise. How hard could it be? I am asking the
board and the citizenry alike to condemn
hatred and bigotry in our county. It should
be simple. After all, if they could find the
time to do a proclamation supporting the
unnecessary and already obsolete outer
expressway (or as [ prefer to call it, the
Roundabout Whichway) then they can cer-
tainly come out in public and stand up for
human dignity.

If they feel even half as passionately
as they did over the possibility of the por-
nography industry setting up shop in Clay
County, then please, let us have this reso-
lution sooner rather than later. So how
about it Commissioners? Shall we tell the
Truth and shame the Devil?

Rich Klinzman, Candidate, District 5
Board of County Commissioners
Middleburg
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operation in Clay County

Aviation company setting up

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Puma Aero Marine, a company described as aleader in the development
and production of commercial aerospace and marine vehicles, is ramping up operations at
Reynolds Airpark in Green Cove Springs. The company has leased 60,000 square feet in this
building and will add 40 new jobs where it will renovate 737s and rotary wing aircraft for clients.
The Fort Lauderdale-based company, operating for more than 50 years, develops, engineers,
tests and evaluates high-tech vehicles in the aviation and marine industry. Puma also provides
unique solutions for a broad spectrum of needs in the gas turbine power field.

Nationwide
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I's an honor to celebrate the nurses of Haven
Hospice who provide comfort, care and
compassion to the patients and families we
serve each and every day.

At Haven Hospice, we believe our staff
and volunteers are the difference.

Be the difference. Join our team. www.havenhospice.org/careers.

800.HOSPICE (467.7423) | HAVENHOSPICE.ORG
Serving North Florida since 19779. Licensed as a not-for-profit hospice since 1980.
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Dentists team up to offer free annual clinic

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

FLEMING ISLAND — The suction tube
squeaks as if someone is rubbing two
balloons together inside Amina Kargbo's
mouth.

“Ok, here comes the cracking. That's
normal,” said dentist Renata Folstein,
D.D.S. with Island Walk Dental Care.

Folstein reaches towards a metal table
and takes hold of a chisel that would look
perfectly at home in a toolbox, then turns
back to Kargbo's mouth. Two minutes of
chiseling later, two extracted teeth take
their place on the metal side table between
a scalpel and drill.

Kargbo arrived at Island Walk Dental
Care al 7 a.m. last Saturday, and wasn't
seen until 11:30 that morning due to the
large number of people seeking free tooth
extractions for the dentist office’s sixth an-
nual Free Dentistry Day.

Waiting didn’t bother her, she was just
grateful that she could get the treatment
done for free — as were the many others
that filled the honey comb offices that
morning to get much needed extractions
on problem teeth.

“It’s really a blessing that they're able
to do this for free,” Kargbo said. “It’'s still
definitely worth it. Even with dental insur-
ance, some procedures are still pricey.”

Kargbo has had other extractions be-
fore, root canals 100, so she expected a
bit of pain during the operation and would
have been without a local numbing agent
that Folstein applied prior to the opera-
tion.

“We try to limit it just to extractions,
because we feel it has the biggest impact,”
Folstein said. “Most of the people have
really broken down, and have abscessed
teeth. So I think taking that out is the most.
With cleanings it's hard, because where do
we stop? You can’t ever clean them enough
within the time period that you have.”

By noon, Folstein had extracted nearly
an entire set of teeth from multiple pa-
tients.

“We just like to pay it forward and give
back to the community,” said Melaina Bar-
wick, office manager with Island Walk Den-
tal Care. “We care aboul people and we
know there are a lot of patients out here
that can’t necessarily afford treatment and
may be in pain, so we give back.”

Island Walk Dental Care, normally just
two physicians, had 12 physicians from
various sister offices assisting with the
patients that morning. With the addition
of the team members from those sister of-
fices, the count of volunteers came up to
about 50 — all of them completely unpaid
and volunteering their Saturday for the
cause.

STAFF PHOTOS BY JESSE HOLLETT

Amina Kargbo is all smiles after having a tooth extracted April 30 during Island Walk Dental
Care’s 6th Annual Free Dentistry Day event for those who cannot afford dental care.

orangepark
florist & gifts
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Fleming Island
Plastic Surgery

William A. Wallace,
MD, FACS

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
Member American Society of Plastic Surgeons

(904) 990-FIPS

www.904plasticsurgery.com
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Amina Kargbo excitedly awaits Renata Folstein of Island Walk Dental Care to start the extraction

process of two of her wisdom teeth last Saturday at the office’s annual Free Dentistry Day.

“We love it,” Folstein said. “We have
multiple sister offices in the area, so it's
like a big reunion. I have about 12 doctors.
All of them are our colleagues, they come
over and they bring their
team members, so it's
just a big party.”

The event meant a
chance for the physicians
present to practice their
surgical precision. Most
dentist offices outsource
extractions to oral sur-
geons, but Folstein per-
forms all of her extrac-
tions in the office along
with her partner Renee
Schulte, D.M.D.

“We also use this event to improve the
surgical skills, because I mentor as well, |
mentor younger doctors, so a lot of times
we use an event like this to train,” Folstein
said. “It’s a day where people get just bet-
ter and better.”

Events like these help cover the under-

‘We just like to pay it
forward and give back to the
community ... We care about

people and we know there
are a lot of patients out here Aside from the pain, the
that can’t necessarily afford
treatment and may be in
pain, so we give back!
— Melaina Barwick

served residents of Clay County, who may
be in pain and are not able to pay for an
extraction, which can cost anywhere from
$150-$300 depending on the state of the

tooth.
Kargbo lives near
Baymeadows in Jack-

sonville, but wants to
become a patient be-
cause of the evenl.

only complaint she had
after the surgery was
that she wished she had
eaten before she got the
tooth pulled, because
she’ll now be confined
1o “soup and mashed potatoes.”

Folstein removes her purple gloves
while Kargbo sits up. They both point and
stare at the bloody bits of tooth on the met-
al operating tray. Still wearing sunglasses
from the operation, Kargbo rubs her cheek.

“I feel like I just got punched in the
face,” Karbo said laughing. “In a good way.”

Mother’s Day May Sth
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Skateboard park
rolls into changes

Improvements now set in stone

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK — After deliberating for less than five minutes, the Ora
Park Town Council unanimously approved a contract Tuesday that would
bring necessary improvements to the Orange Park Skate Park.

To the tune of $395,000, Tampa-based Flores Construction Co. will spear-
head the renovations to the park, which will include a completely redesigned
concrete structure complete with quarter-pipes, banks and rails to emulate
an authentic street scene.

Flores Construction Company subcontracted Team Pain, an Orlando-
based company that specializes in custom skate parks in Florida to Colorado.

Although an end date for construction isn't concrete yet, the town’'s con-
tract allows for nearly nine months of construction time — but David Flores,
president of Flores Construction Co. is confident that the skate park will only
take about six months to complete.

“They really go above and beyond all expectations, so the city is going to
be very pleased,” Flores said.

The bulk of the build out cost came from Clay County, however $35,000
of the financial burden came from the Florida Recreation Development As-
sistance Program, a competitive state grant program for the improvement of
public land or outdoor recreation.

SEE SKATE, 21

This conceptual rendering of the Orange Park Skate Park shows
ways the construction will focus more on a‘street feel’ and offer
skaters the chance to skate on structures they would find just about

e
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yrd Skynyrd lives on

Story and Photos by Andre Roman
onetankmedia

JACKSONVILLE — With the recent clos-
ing of Freebird Live in Jacksonville Beach,
fans of the 1970s Southern rock group
Lynyrd Skynyrd are wondering how the
band’'s musical journey can be remem-
bered.

Although the original band has been
gone for 40 years, the band’s story can be
told through a tour of the member’s history
in Jacksonville, starting with the formation
of the band to the horrific plane crash that
killed two of the notable members in the
group. To this day they still remain popular
among true fans.

“THE BEST BAND in the world. They
were so good they created a complete new
genre. kiven Pink Floyd and Zeppelin didn’t
do that ... LONG LIVE SOUTHERN ROCK,”

said Al Haines on a comment that Concert
Vault posted, mentioning the band.

Small wonder. Most lists ranking the
top Southern rock bands of all time put
Skynyrd at or near the top. The band also
figures prominently in lists of the best rock
bands.

Lynyrd Skynyrd was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame on March 13,
2006. So while Lynyrd Skynyrd may no
longer be playing, it's not forgotten. One
way to remember the band’s roots and its
journey may be to travel back in time in
Jacksonville.

The first stop on the Jacksonville tour
for fans would be Robert E. Lee High
School in Riverside. It was here that the
band decided to form in the summer of
1964 when a group of teenage friends and
schoolmates came up with the idea of mak-
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ing music together.

The original members of the group were
16-year-old Ronnie Van Zant, 13-year-
old Bob Burns, 12-year-old Allen Collins,
12-year-old Gary Rossington and 15-year-
old Larry Junstrom. All of the members
were from Jacksonville except Junstrom
who was from Pittsburgh, Penn. Just to
clarify, Steve Gaines was not one of the
original members in 1964.

The band’s name, Lynyrd Skynyrd,
wasn’t the original moniker. The members
tested a few different names before finally
sticking with one.

The name Lynyrd Skynyrd was actually
a mocking tribute to their physical educa-
tion teacher, Leonard Skinner, who was
strongly against the fact that the boys had
long hair. He even went as far as suspend-
ing some because of their hair length.

The band also paid tribute to Skinner
and his influence that brought the band
together. On Lynyrd Skynyrd's third album
“Nuttin® Fancy” the band used a photo of
Skinner’'s realty sign for the inside of the
album.

The second stop on the tour is Whitey's
Fish Camp on Fleming Island.

Every hardcore fan knows that this was
Ronnie’s favorite spot to eat. One of the
owners, Billy Ham, was very young during
the time, but still remembers that catfish
was a favorite among everyone at the time.

“It was the local hangout and back then
there wasn't a lot places,” Ham said. “His
brothers Johnny and Donnie visit often
with their families to grab a bite.”

The next stop on the tour is Veterans
Memorial Arena, formerly Jacksonville
Memorial Coliseum, where Skinner intro-

y A

esMgn &

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

duced the band at a concert in 1974. When
contacted, arena officials said while there
were no signs to recall the band’s original
appearance, but that Skynyrd had returned
to the arena to play consistently through-
out the years.

After cementing its popularity in Jack-
sonville, the band began to make its name
nationally during the years of the early
1970s. Over the years, Skynyrd would be-
come the prime force in popularizing this
Southern-tinged music.

It was in 1973 that the band released
its first album, self-titled with the phonetic
spelling of its name underneath because
their band name caused a lot of confusion
in terms of pronunciation.

Again, from the Internet:

“Every Lynyrd Skynyrd song Pando-
ra picks for me has the pronunciation of
Lynyrd Skynyrd underneath each song ...
Pandora must not have a high expectation
of their listeners ...,” Brooke Bender post-
ed on Facebook.

It was that album, featuring the iconic
song “Free Bird,” that helped the members
develop their tear-jerking power-ballad
sound. The song reached No. 19 on the
Billboard Hot 100 chart. Fans would wave
lighters around at concerts to the sound of
their music.

“Been to a lot of their concerts. And
Free Bird is the last song they sing. Even
though the concerts are awesome, it makes
the whole night even better when they sing
that song. Forever a fan,” Tori Hudson said
in a comment on a post on Facebook.

The following album “Second Helping”
was released in 1974. It contained argu-

SEE SKYNYRD, 19

1101 Idlewild Ave. (SR16W)
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Office (904) 657-2223
Cell (904) 219-3681

www.mydreamdesign.net
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for EMS crews to decompress before they
head back into circulation, as well as a
new patient tracking board that offers a
visual layout for new patients upon arrival.

“Our community has embraced us to the
point that we recognized that we needed
more space Lo be able to care for them ap-
propriately,” said Tina Caraway, manager
of emergency services at St. Vincent's Clay.

The new wing's entrance is situated
less than 100 feet away from St. Vincent's
helicopter pad, and will assist in the quick
admittance of patients in critical condition.

The project took just under a year to
be completed, but renovations are still
planned at St. Vincent's. The emergency
department was just one leap forward
towards the overall planned expansions,
which collectively total $33.1 million.

With the completion of the J. Wayne
and Delores Barr Weaver Women and In-
fants Pavilion tentatively planned for late
summer, patients can expect to see a new
family birth center and more inpatient
rooms to compliment the expansion of the
emergency department.

“For the residents of Clay County who
have been to our ER in the past and maybe
experienced a longer wait than they want-
ed, this increased capacity allows us to
treat them faster,” said James Machado,
president of St. Vincent's Clay.

STAFF PHOTO BY JESSE HOLLETT

Officials from St. Vincent’s Medical Center Clay County are all smiles May 3 as they celebrated the opening of its expanded emergency room.
It's part of a larger expansion project that will be completed later this year and will include the J. Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver Women and

Infants Pavilion.

At the cost of $7.5 million dollars, the
expansion not only offers quicker wait
times for ER patients, but also gives the
hospital room to hire 20 new full time em-
ployees. By the end of the expansions, the
medical center will have hired 100 new
employees to [fill various different roles
around the hospital.

“It expands our capacity,” Machado

said. “This is what this is about, we've been
seeing over 100 patients per day at this ER
for a long time, and it sometimes stretches
our ability to care for our community. It im-
proves our ability to continue to serve this
community, and to grow in the future as
Clay County continues to grow.”

When it opens later this year, the J.
Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver Women

and Infants Pavilion — located inside the
tower — will feature eight suites for labor,
delivery, recovery and post-partum treat-
ment, as well as two Cesarean section
suites and four post-partum suites. There
will also be childbirth education, sibling
classes and safe sitter training to teach
preteens and teenagers how to safely care
for infants and other children.
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DIRECTORY

WORSHIP GUIDE FOR CLAY COUNTY CHURCHES

Do not swerve to the right or the left;
keep your foot from evil.

—Proverbs 4:27

ARGYLE

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Jonathan Kuske, Pastor

6551 Argyle Forest

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

9 am. Sunday School 778-1491

IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA NUEVA ESPERANZA AT
ORANGE PARK-Culto Domingos/Worship 11:30 AM

8701 Argyle Forest Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32244

ph. 904-779-7198

DR. Luis G. Collazo

Nuevo Numero Celular 939-332-1700

KIRKWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Pastor Bill Hof

8701 Argyle Forest Blvd

Sunday Worship 10a.m. Sunday School 8:45a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 6:45p.m.
www.kirkwoodchurch.org

OAKLEAF BAPTIST CHURCH
800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy.
Orange Park, FL. 32065

Phone: 904-214-9066
www.oakleafbaptist.com

THE CHURCH AT ARGYLE
6823 Argyle Forest Blvd
Jacksonville FL 32244

Phone: 777-1238 Fax: 779-1845

CLAY HILL

CLAY HILL BAPTIST
6054 CR-218, Maxville - 289-9292

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Skipper Smith
Lake Asbury Comm. Center

DOCTORS INLET

DOCTORS INLET CHURCH OF GOD
Chris Oliver

144 Old Jennings Rd.

272-0919

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
Rev. Gary Shilling
2827 CR 220

RIVERS OF LIFE MINISTRIES
Skip & Sheilah Ryan

P.0. Box 324 D.l. 32030
272-5433

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Pastor Craig Bowen

564 Tara Farms Dr. (across from Doctors
Inlet Elementary near College Dr & CR 220)
272-3302

THE CROSS
Pastor Cary Sanders

582 Plantation Dr. (College Dr. extended south from CR 220)
9 a.m. Small Groups 10:15 Worship 7 p.m. Wednesday

272-1754

PENNEY FARMS
FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
3904 State Road 16 West
Penney Farms, FL 32079
(904) 529-9084

FLEMING ISLAND

CHRIST’S CHURCH FLEMING ISLAND
5900 U.S. 17 South, Fleming Island
Services: Sunday, 9:00a.m. & 10:30a.m.
268-2500

CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH
5101 Lakeshore Dr. W.

Fleming Island

Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 am.
Sunday School 9:15 am.

CROSSWALK COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Meeting at Fleming Island Elementary)
Armand Egnew, Pastor

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m

Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
888-713-8884 - 710-8723

CROSSPOINT CHURCH
Pastor Jon Kendrick

1871 CR 220 - 264-4370
pastorjonkendrick@gmail.com

FLEMING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
(FIUMC.ORG)

Rev. Ryan Hall

9:30 AM. Worship

7170 Highway 17 + 284-3366

FLEMING ISLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Dr. Jim Weldon Jr,, Pastor
1743 CR 220, Orange Park « 553-8493

HERITAGE BAPTIST
4325 Hwy. 17 S. - 269-2405

GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH

5800 Hwy 17

The Rev. Mike McDonald

Sunday Services: 7 :45am -9 am 11 am
www.graceanglicanchurch.com

PATHWAY CHURCH

F.I. Elementary, Lakeshore Dr. E.

10 a.m. Sunday

Teaching Pastor: Russell Franklin, 541-0092

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
David Swinyer, Pastor
4501 US. 17 S. 269-2607

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
SAT 5:30, SUN 8:00, 10:30, 5:30
7190 Hwy 17 S. - 284-3811

SAMUEL'S AWAKENING MINISTRIES
Dr Colin Lieberman

Fleming Island Plantation Amenity Center
2300 Town Center Blvd.

904-372-3716 www.samuelsawakening.wix.
com/hear

GREEN COVE SPRINGS

CELEBRATION FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
806 Oak St. + 284-1570

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Paul Salazar, Pastor
506 So. Highland Ave. - 284-5936

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Claude McEldowney
3650 Russell Rd - 284-1858

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
703 Middleburg Ave.

CONGREGATION HOLINESS CHURCH
Rev. Ronnie Surrency
Hwy. 16 - Home « 284-5913

CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH
5101 Lakeshore Drive West

Fleming Island Plantation

Rev. James Graeser « 264-6575

DECOY BAPTIST CHURCH
Bobby Baker
671 Decoy Rd. - 284-5223

FAITH BAPTIST TEMPLE
Rev. Louie Doan - 4330 CR-15A

FIRST AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCH
433 Palmetto Ave. 284-5490

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
615 Walnut St. - 284-9231
Pastor Anselmo Castano

FIRST HAITIAN CHURCH
Rev. Fritzner Jean
1489 Russell Rd.

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Buddy Dean, Pastor

5945 Hwy 17 5.

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Sun.@ 10am.; Thurs.@ 7 p.m.
850-322-4201

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Rev. Mark D. Hults

300 Gum St., Green Cove Springs 32043
284-9261 www firstpresgcs.org

Sunday worship 8:00 & 10:30 am
sunday school 9 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Dr. Frank Sehgers
500 Walnut St. - 284-9700

FOUNTAIN OF FAITH OUTREACH MINISTRY
Sunday services, 11 am.
Moosehaven Chapel Phone 251-5484

GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
4411 Springbank Rd., GCS
Brother Spurgeon Hayes - Pastor
Sun. School 10- 11 am.

Worship Service 11 - Noon
Sunday Eve. 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wed. Eve. 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Thursday. Eve. 6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CHURCH OF GOD
3218 US. 17 N. - 284-6916

HARBOR BAPTIST CHURCH
Samuel Jewell, Pastor

1120 Clay St. at Hwy 17

Green Cove Springs + 529-5229

HIBERNIA BAPTIST CHURCH
7100 Highway 17 - Green Cove Springs
904 529-8944

HICKORY GROVE BAPTIST
310 Oakridge Ave. - G.CS. - 904-284-3311

KINGDOM OF GOD IN CHRIST
Elder Scott + 1205 Houston St.

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
2674 Henley Rd. - 282-7079

LIVING WATERS WORSHIP CENTER
1104 Idlewild Ave.

MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Johnny Bryant - 1315 East St.

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST
Rev. Robert L. Wright
1300 MLK Blvd. - 284-9431

MT. ZION A.M.E. CHURCH
549 Palmetto Ave.

Rev. Darcey Moser, Jr.

2001 Deel Rd.

ORANGE AVENUE BAPTIST
Rev. Darrell Sammons
1106 N. Orange Ave. - 284-3937

RUSSELL BAPTIST

2299 Sandridge Rd., GCS

Lake Asbury 284-3951

8:15am, 11:00 am & 6:00 pm Sunday Service

ST.JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH
207 Palmetto Ave,, Green Cove
(Sacred Heart Parish facility)
Nicholas A. Marziani, Pastor

11 am. Sunday Worship

Phone 460-0535

ST.JOSEPH BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Embry Bradley P.O. Box 1042

ST. MARY'S EPISCOPAL
Rev. Celeste R. Tisdelle
400 St. Johns Ave. « 284-5434

SHARON SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
5584 Sharon Rd. « 284-0046

SOUL WINNING TEMPLE HOLINESS CHURCH
Pastor Kelvin Lockett

Ernestine Lockett (Overseer)

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

607 Walnut Street - 284-4151

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS

780 Water Oak Lane Fleming Island, Fla.

(904) 284-3722

Worship services begin at 9am.and 11 a.m.

BEULAH BAPTIST

4579 SR-21 + 529-9530
beulahbaptist1850@yahoo.com
Sunday School 9 a.m, Services 10 am
Wednesday 7 p.m

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Marc Swarthout
CR 226 - 284-9044

FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
3904 Hwy. 16 W.
529-9084

PENNEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
“Interdenominational”
Plhng & Caroline Blvd. - 284-8200

SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH

1015 Idlewild Ave.,, Green Cove Springs
Sunday Sch 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday 8:00,. 10:30, 5:30

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

7190 Hwy 17, Green Cove Springs

VICTORIOUS LIFE CHURCH

520 S. Oakridge Ave

Green Cove Springs « 284-0623

Sunday AM S.5 9:45 Sunday AM 10:45 Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

CHRIST EVANG. LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Todd Engel, Pastor

3760 SR 21, KH

Sunday worship 9:15 am., 10:30 a.m. Wed. Bible
hour 6:30 p.m.

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE CHURCH

Rev. Paul Coleman, Pastor

1155 Orchid Avenue

Keystone Heights, FL 32656  352-473-2713
Sunday School 9:15 a.m,, Sunday Worship 10:30
am. Evening 6 p.m. and Wed. 7 p.m.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Hwy. 21 + 473-0602

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
SR 100 High Ridge Estates

KEYSTONE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Don Corbit, Pasto

Hwy. 21 South

9 am. Praise and Worship

10:55 am. Traditional Worship

352-473-3829 - www.khumc.org

MIDDLEBURG

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE OF MIDDLEBURG
Pastor M. David Goodman

4182 CR 218 Suite 6,

Middleburg, Fl 32068

Sunday Worship 11:00a.m. / Wed. 7:00p.m.

(904) 298-1443 or (904) 945-9663

BLACK CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
3216 State Rd. 218 - 282-4033

BLACK POND BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Charlie Hunt, Senior Pastor

3644 Old Jennings Rd., Middleburg FL 32068
282-5718

BRANAN FIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jack Lee
908 Brannanfield Rd. 282-7970

CALVARY BAPTIST
Pastor Ken Pledger
1532 Longbay Rd. - 282-0407

CELEBRATION CHURCH - MIDDLEBURG
Meeting at Tynes Elementary
9:30a.m. & 11:15a.m. 264-8133

CINNAMON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Richard Windom
20 Cinnamon St. 282-0881

CHRISTIAN FAITH CENTER
4201 Everett Ave. - Middleburg, FL
Wendell A. Shaw, Minister

Mark Sellers, Minister 291-1235

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Charles McGuckin

1651 Russell Rd. 282-5048
Corner of CR 220 & 209

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service 11:00 am.

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
ANGLICAN

The Rev. W. Hall Hunt, Rector

3813 Old Jennings Rd.

904-406-5660
www.GoodSamaritanAnglican.org
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am
Sunday School 9:30-10:15am

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
1595 Baxley Road, Middleburg, FL 32068
Pastor John Sweat, Sr. 904-376-5049

EGLISE BAPTISTE DU CALVAIRE
A French-Creole Speaking Church
Dr. Samuel Louis-Jean, Pastor

1532 Long Bay Rd.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m

Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Sunday Night 7:00pm

639-5244

EVANGEL TEMPLE

Southwest 5040 CR 218

Middleburg, Fl 32068

Sunday Morning 10:40a.m. Wed. 7:30p.m.
904-291-1426

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Pastor Ira Cloud

3167 CR215

Sunday School 9:30 am

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday 7 pm to 8 p,. Children’s Church,
Student Ministries, Adult Bible Study

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Bobby R. Lewis, Jr.
2645 Blanding Blvd. 282-5289

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
Pastor Bob Coulter
3965 Old Jennings Rd. 282-1810

FREEDOM DESTINY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
420 College Dr

Middleburg, Fl 32068

904-272-2266

www.freedomdestiny.org

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Edward L. Weinberg
Everett Avenue, Middleburg
282-7777

Pastor Melvin Register

KINGSLEY LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
Zeb Cook, Pastor

6289 Mary Dot Lane

Starke, FL 32091

Sunday School 9:45a.m.

Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 7p.m

LIVING WATERS OF MIDDLEBURG
Dennis Mills, Pastor
5118 County Road 218 West 291-0704

MADEIRA BAPTIST
Dr. Jerry Robinson, Pastor
1650 Blanding, Middleburg 291-1880

MAXVILLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rev. Linda Adkins
9140 Hwy. 301, Mxvl 289-9727

MIDDLEBURG CHURCH OF GOD
2728 Howard Rd. - 282-2957

MIDDLEBURG PRESBYTERIAN
Pastor Susan Takis
4564 Rosemary St. - 282-0130

MIDDLEBURG UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Bryan Simpson
3825 Main St. « 282-5589

NORTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Ron Robertson

2360 Blanding Blvd (behind Karate Studio)
7354318

MORNING STAR FAMILY CHURCH
Pastor Tom Croft
3900 Main St. 282-3393

NEW INDEPENDENT CHURCH OF GOD
4360 Longmire Rd.

OAK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Andy Montoro
CR 215, Middleburg 282-2984

PINEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN
Pastor J. D. Funyak

198 Knight Boxx Rd.
Middleburg, Florida

SALVATION ARMY
2795 CR220 « 276-6677

SOUTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Delton Kilpatrick

4565 Alligator Blvd.

904-406-2883

ST. LUKE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Deacon Steve Arnold
1606 Blanding Blvd. - 282-0439

ST. PETER’'S LUTHERAN
1614 Blanding Blvd. - 282-8876

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS

4342 County Road 218, Middleburg, Fla

(904) 282-1040

Worship services begin at 9 a.m. on Sundays

THE ROCK BIBLE CHURCH

Intersection of CR 209 and 220 Middleburg,
FI 32068 (904)282-5048 & #13;

Sunday School 9:45 am.

Worship service 10:45 a.m.

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Ron Stephans
P.0. Box 862 or 3114 CR 220 904-282-0310

ORANGE PARK

ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
317 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, FI 32073
298-3448

Sunday 10:30 AM 6:00 PM, Wed. 7:00 PM
www.ALCFnow.org - www.prayforclay.org

ABUNDANT JOY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Rev. Donald F. Taylor

999 Blanding Blvd.

213-0048

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
2156 Loch Rane Blvd.

Pastor Jerry Nordsiek

272-6370

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK
Rev. Carlos Otero

Sunday Worship

Sunday School 8:45 .m.

Worship 10:00 a.m.

16 College Dr.

272-0110 www.asburyop.com

BAHA’I 1-800-22-UNITE
Jacksonville Baha'i Center

5034 Greenland Road, Jacksonville
904-646-9813

BE READY MINISTRIES

First Christian-Jewish Fellowship

Spirit and Truth Worship Center

Across From Grove Park Elem on Miller & Gano
264-6791, 778-1869, 800-445-9955

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Tom Neal
4459 US. Hwy. 17 S.

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Paul Fowler, Pastor
3060 Moody Rd.

BIBLE BELIEVERS

Christian Fellowship

Pastor Curtis A.Beckeles Sr.
2106 Park Avenue « 269-2423

BUCKMAN BRIDGE

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
http://www.bbuuc.org

P.0. Box 844, Orange Park, FL 32067
276-3739

CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Pastor David Stocker

9 Knight Boxx Rd.

272-5774

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Sunday 10 am.

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
112 Blanding Blvd.
Pastor Esther Robinson - 272-4210

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
942 Oak Lane
Pastor Jerry N. Thrower 276-9099

CELEBRATION CHURCH 0.P. CAMPUS
Pastor Darren Sullivan

Sundays 9:30 am,, 11:30 am. & 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6:00 / Weds. 7:00 p.m.

264-813

www.celebration.org

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
Meets Sunday at 2:00 at Wilson Inn on
Collins Road

CLAY COMMUNITY CHURCH

801-3 Blanding BIvd, Orange Park, FL 32065
Pastor David Thomasson

Service 9:30 am.
www.claycommunitychurch.org

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rev. Bill Register

6865 Pine Avenue, Fleming Island
904-284-3030

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD
JA. Jones, Pastor
DeBarry & Gano - 264-7540

FAITH MINISTRIES
406 Jefferson Ave.
Orange Park, FL 32065 « 213-0629

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ORANGE PARK

David Tarkington, Pastor
1140 Kingsley Ave. - 264-2351

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
ORANGE PARK

Dr. Bob Bole, Pastor

2876 Moody Rd. - 272-1250

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Rev. Kedron Nicholson

245 Kingsley Ave.

Sunday: 8:00a.m. in the Chapel (with music)
10:30a.m. in the Church (with music)
264-9981

HIGHPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH
Pastor Mike Hailey

Pastor Tommie Darm

84 Knight Boxx Road

272-7949

Sundays 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
www.highpointccop.com

ISLAND VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
900 Park Avenue - www.ivbc.org
Bible Study 9:15 & Worship 10:30

JOURNEY CHURCH
Lake Grey Boulevard
483-6881

Pastor Eric Jaffe
www.journeychurch.org

KINGSLEY AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1365 Kingsley Avenue, OP, FL

9:30 Bible Study, 10:30 Worship,

6:00 p.m. Worship and 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Ryan Tuten, Minister

Andy McDonald, Youth & Family Minister
2539 Moody Rd.

264-2463

LIGHTHOUSE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Romeo Cerico

Meets at New Life Fellowship

1045 Blanding Blvd,, Ste. 209

Orange Park - 945-4712 « www.lbbcjax.vpweb.com

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
1134 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park;

Sunday Adult Bible Study 9:30 am,

Main Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.,

both with free nursery and child services.

ORANGE PARK UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Dr. Charles Lever, Pastor

Worship: 8:00, 9:25, 11:00 « Youth: 6:30
2105 Park Avenue. » 264-2241

ORANGE PARK CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3212 Moody Rd. « 269-5623

ORANGE COVE SEVENTH-DAY

ADVENTIST CHURCH

New Pastor - Andre’ Van Heerden
Prayer meeting Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Worship at 11:20 a.m. Saturday

4501 US Hwy 17 South « 269-2607

ORANGE PARK PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Susan P. Takis

Sunday School 9:30 a.m and 11:00am
Worship 9:30 am. & 11 am.

1905 Park Avenue

264-0536 + www.oppresby.com

RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST

Rev. Michael Clifford

939 Blanding Blvd. 272-3791

9:30 am. Connection Groups/Bible Study
10:45 a.m. Worship Service

ST. CATHERINE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Ignatius Plathanam, CMI, Pastor
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil Eucharist 5pm

Sunday Eucharist 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm
Sunday Eucharist (Spanish) 6:30pm

1649 Kingsley Ave.

264-0577

ST. GILES PRESBYTERIAN
Troy Lewis, Pastor
116 Foxridge Dr. 272-1244

ST.JAMES AME CHURCH
Alesia Scott-Ford, Pastor

504 Mcintosh Ave.

Sunday Service 11a.m. 278-7037

ST. SIMON BAPTIST CHURCH

9:30 AM. Sunday School

11:00 AM. Traditional Worship Service

6:30 P.M. Wed, Prayer Service and Bible Study
Rev. WH. Randall, The Pastor

1331 Miller Street, Orange Park, FL. 32073
904-215-3300

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

461 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park, Fla.

(904) 272-1150

Worship services begin at 9am.and 11 am.on
Sundays

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Jerry Larkford
1134 Blanding Blvd. 272-1017

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
OF ORANGE PARK
109 Industrial Loop. N 276-7642
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A Registered Dietitian Nutritionist
makes Healthy Choices at ALDI

Living in Springfield, Missouri in the
late 90’s, I was introduced to tornado si-
rens, wel snow, a city of 200,000 friendly
people and a little supermarket called
ALDI. As it was then, the store is still
efficiently-designed, medium size, with
super low prices and healthy choices, and
has recently moved into Clay County along
Blanding Boulevard, just north of Branan
Field Road.

In my quest to share fit and healthy

choices with our

residents, I met lo-
-

cal Registered Di-
etitian Nutritionist
Jenna  Braddock |
who Dblogged on | /
how to shop at

more than 10 |
years. Her FitLife |
journey began in
high school when
a coach took the
time to teach her how to eat healthy for
optimal performance. Since then, she has
been on a journey to make healthy easier.
She is a mom of two boys, wife to a high
school football coach, blogger and nutrition
counselor. She's coined the hashtag #MHE
or #makehealthyeasy. Note the slight dif-
ference to “healthy is easy.”

been an RDN for ”y‘

Jenna Braddock

Healthy Shopping and Savings

[ keep a grocery list of healthy foods on
my iPhone. This way, I'm not creating or
re-creating new lists and getting distract-
ed by unhealthy temptations. No matter
where [ shop, [ have the right amount and
right foods with me at all times. In other
words, I have no excuses for making a bad
choice.

Once you have your healthy list of sta-
ples, expect the following when shopping
at ALDI, as shared by Jenna:

1. Bring a Quarter. Carts are inter-
connected, and to release one, you must
rent it for a quarter. After the cart is
checked back in, you get your quarter back.
Jenna, who was invited by ALDI to visit
their U.S. headquarters’ education pro-
gram said, “this saves you money because
they don’t need extra staff to man the park-
ing lot and make sure grocery carts return
to their store.”

2. Bring Your Own Bags. “This is
yet another small way that ALDI saves you
money — you use your own bags.” Plus, it
keeps things green and energy friendly.

3. Pack Your Own Groceries. After
the cashier checks out your items, you will
pack your own groceries. “We have all been
unhappy with how someone else bagged
our groceries in the past, so consider this a
perk more than anything. And most impor-
tantly, remember this saves you money.”

4. Pricing and Paying. Through effi-
cient distribution and low operation costs,
ALDI prices are kept quite reasonable.
This includes the other streamlined pro-
cesses mentioned in this article. Product
prices are marked with signage hanging
above the items. And to pay, you will need
to bring cash or debit card.

5. Shopping and Stocking. “Now,
let me just warn you that the first items
you will cross in the store are the chips
and snacks. This may give you the wrong
impression of the store but it’s for a rea-
son. All the cold, frozen and fresh items

Try this:

www-wayradio-.org

LL.ooking for HOPE?

550..

WAY RADIO

| keep a grocery list of healthy foods on my iPhone.

This way, I'm not creating or re-creating new lists

and getting distracted by unhealthy temptations.

are in the far back of the store because
it’s closer to the stockroom and therefore
takes less time to restock.” Because there
are no shelves, she points out that items
are stacked in custom boxes so employees
do not spending time stocking and fronting.

6. Expect Brands and Off-Brands.
“Ninety percent of the products in ALDI
are store brand. But this doesn’t mean
they are cheap. ALDI works with many of
the big food producers that produce name
brands to package their own line.”

Jenna’s Healthy Choices

In a follow-up blog, Jenna made a list of
staples that she buys from ALDI. As a life-
long and real life nutritionist, she is natu-
rally conscientious of her choices. Here
are her quick picks:

General healthy items she notes are the
variety of produce (fruits and vegetables),
nuts and dried fruit, olive oil and vinegars,
spices, canned goods, frozen fish, fresh
meats (ground beef and chicken), deli
meats and cheese, whole wheat breads,
dairy and eggs, gluten-free products and
even some organic options. Specific items
include: Clancy’s Tortilla Chips, 80 percent
dark chocolate bars, Simply Nature Fruit &
Nut Bar and Energy Bars, Simply Nature
Kids Squeezable Fruit Blends, and Bur-
man’s Whole Grain Mustard.

“I tend to buy bananas, tomatoes,

&vangel

THE

WOMAN

WHO
ROCKS THE CRADLE

Pastor Garry Wiggins
8:15AM & 10:30AM

MAY 8

whole pineapple, carrots, broccoli, pep-
pers, apples, berries, citrus, zucchini and
asparagus. My favorite and most exciting
produce to buy is avocados. This is one of
the foods I wasn’t able to buy regularly be-
cause they are pricey for not a lot of food.”

Healthy Eating Anywhere

My talk with Jenna concluded with the
focus on what really matters — planning
and prioritizing healthy options. She made
it a point to say that the initial take of ALDI
maybe less impressionable, but that might
be true of any place you buy food. “Give
ALDI a chance,” she said. If you're truly
committed to eating healthy, you will find
it anywhere, but here at ALDI, you're going
to get reasonably low costs.

Follow along and stay connected
through social media with Jenna at www.
jennabraddock.com. She is also active on
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook. Check
out her pages and/or direct message her for
more information and nutrition counseling.

You could be next? Have a personal fit-
ness or nutrition success story that you
would like to share? Participated in a your
first fitness event? Lost or losing weight?
Gained some muscle or mass? Email or
contact me at bernie.rom828@gmail.com.
Tag/follow me on Instagram @berni3tri-
run. Facebook Clay Today Newspaper. In-
stagram @claytodaynewspaper #claytoday
#claytodayfitlife

Assembly of God y

Special drawings for special gifts
for moms

Guest Speaker

Beth Stephens
epm

PENTECOST SUNDAY
May 15

Covenant Worship

with David and Nicole Binion

OHlghe.

e bpm

WILDREDO DE JESUS

MAY 29

10:30AM & 6PM

5755 RAMONA BLVD. JACKSONVILLE, FL 32205 (904) 781-9393

Watch us live atetag.tv | ROKU & ET App
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Community Calendar

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE HEARING: Clay
County Code Enforcement will hold a Spe-
cial Magistrate Hearing May 5 beginning at
9:30 a.m. in the Board of County Commis-
sioners’ Meeting Room, 4th Floor, Admin-
istration Building, 477 Houston St., Green
Cove Springs. Open to the public.

MIDDLEBURG HISTORICAL MUSEUM:
May 5 at 7 p.m. at the Middleburg-Clay Hill
Branch Library on Aster Avenue in Middle-
burg. Opal Leino, library manager, presents
a program about the events and people
who were instrumental in establishing a
library in our community. Info, (904) 282-
5924,

NONPROFIT APPRECIATION SOCIAL:
May 5 from 5-7 p.m., The Hilltop Club &
Restaurant, 2030 Wells Rd., Orange Park,
presented by the Finally Friday Networking
group of The Clay County Chamber of Com-
merce. Prizes, hors d'oeuvres and cash bar.
Info, (904) 264-2651.

MOM'’S NIGHT OUT: At Orange Park
Medical Center main lobby, May 6 from 5-7
p.m., free makeovers from Belk, a mini-
mall, fee manicures from The Spa at Florida
Career College, makeup consults from Avon
with proceeds benefitting March of Dimes.
RSVP, 800-889-3627.

5K, FUN RUN, CAR SHOW: The Orange
Park Rotary Club presents in conjunction
with Moosehaven, 1948 Astor St., Orange
Park, presents an event to benefit the
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society. Includes
a 1-mile Fun Run, a 5K road race, a 1-mile
adaptive sports run, the 10th Annual Rotary
Car Show, a nonprofit organization village
on May 7. It kicks off at 8 a.m. with a pan-
cake breakfast and ends at 4 p.m. Includes a
food and craft village and kids' zone.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION: Farm Share will

o JINTIONI S o

ITALIAN DfSTﬂUDﬂI'IT //

ESTADLISHED 1987

Pasta -Przza » Groll
e CATERING -

3535-15 Highway 17 * Fleming Island, FL 32003
264-1331 + www.santionisitalianrestaurant.com

give food to Clay County residents, May 7
from 9 a.m.-noon, First Baptist Church, 1140
Kingsley Ave., Orange Park. No income
qualification or screening required. First
come, first served. Assistance for physically-
challenged citizens will be available.

CAREGIVER EXPO 2016: Presented
by the Caregiver Coalition of Northeast
Florida, May 7, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront
Hotel, 225 East Coastline Dr., Jacksonville.
Lee Woodruff, New York Times best-selling
author and CBS This Morning contributor is
the keynote speaker.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE
of the BCC meets May 12, May 19 and May
26 at 10 a.m. in the Zoning Department
Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Admin-
istration Building, 477 Houston St., Green
Cove Springs. The meeting is open to the
public.

TEES FORE TAILS: Charity Golf Tourna-
ment to benefit Safe Animal Shelter, May
12, River Bend Golf Links, 659 State Road
16, Green Cove Springs. Registration for the
9-Hole tournament is at 12:30 pm. Captain’s
Choice format with Shotgun Start at 1 pm.
$50 per person/$200 per foursome. Cost
includes prizes, food, beverage. Tourna-
ment Sponsorships available for $500. Hole
Sponsorships available for $100. Info, Lee
DiGiovanni, (904)264-3108.

CLAY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION: Monthly board meeting, May
12, at 8:30 a.m., 1845 Town Center Blvd.,
Suite 110 Conference Room. All Clay EDC
Board meetings are open to the public. Call
(904) 375-9394 for any questions.

ROUND ROBIN SHAKESPEARE: May 12
at 6:30 p.m., Fleming Island Public Library,
1895 Town Center Blvd. Join in the contin-

BANQUET ROOM ®
=~ SEATS UPTO 50 ,
* Meetings

e Rehearsal Dinners |
e Full Bar
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ued reading of “Hamlet” and begin “Twelfth
Night” Meeting monthly to read one of
Shakespeare’s plays aloud, round robin
style. Free Admission. No experience nec-
essary. Everyone welcome. Come to read,
or come to listen. More info at roundrobin-
shakespeare.com

SOIL & WATER: The Clay County Soil
& Water Conservation District meets May
13 at 9 a.m. at the Clay County Extension
office, 2463 State Rd. 16 West, Green Cove
Springs. This meeting is open to the public.

STUDENT ART SHOW: Orange Park
Mall, May 13-15 during normal mall hours.
Elementary student artwork exhibited
in front of Belk and Books-A-Million with
reception May 13 at 6:30 p.m. Junior and
senior high student reception May 15 at
4:30 p.m.

HULA HUSTLE: Clay County Young Life
is hosting its annual Hula Hustle 5K and
1-mile fun run May 14 at St. Johns Country
Day School, 3100 Doctors Lake Dr. in Or-
ange Park. Register at www.1stplacesports.
com/CCYL5K.html.

FINANCE & AUDIT COMMITTEE of the
BCC meets May 17 at 10 a.m. in the BCC
Meeting Room, Fourth Floor, Administra-
tion Building, 477 Houston St., Green Cove
Springs. The meeting is open to the public.

CLAY COUNTY TEA PARTY GROUP:
May 17 at 6 p.m., Weigel Senior Center,
3916 Section St., Middleburg with guest
speaker Glo Smith. Info, Sandy Scarborough
(904) 282-1883 or d.scarborough@coom-
cast.net

BOOK SALE: The Friends of Orange Park
Library has hundreds of great inexpensive
books for public sale, May 19 from noon-7
p.m., May 20 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and May
21 from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Orange Park Library
2054 Plainfield Ave. Proceeds will benefit
the library and programs sponsored by the
Friends.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD DINNER: J.P.
Hall Children’s Charities, May 19, 6 p.m.,
Thrasher-Horne Conference Center. RSVP
by May 13 to Russ Megonegal, (904) 284-
7398.

CLAY PREPARES: May 21 from 9 a.m.-3
p.m., the Clay County Division of Emer-
gency Management will stage its inaugural

H ALLOWAN

1166 Blanding Bivd.
www.gordonchevy.com

“Clay Prepares, Touch a Truck” at Orange
Park Mall to educate the public about the
start of hurricane season. Government and
private sector emergency response ve-
hicles, heavy equipment and other unique
vehicles will be on hand to allow children
to see and interact with them.

VETERANS IN NEED MUSIC FESTIVAL:
May 21 at 3 p.m., American Legion Post
250, 3939 State Rd. 218, Middleburg. All
proceeds go to aid homeless veterans pro-
gram. $8 barbecue dinners, five local bands,
50/50 raffle.

BENEFIT CONCERT: Help Orange Park
Chorale raise funds for a deserving local
charity. The benefit concert is scheduled for
May 21 at 7:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, U.S. Highway 17, Fleming Island.

CLAY COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY:
DEC holds its regular monthly meeting on
Monday, May 23, 2016 at 4 PM. Meeting
will be held at the Democratic office, 868
Blanding Blvd, suite 124 (Marshall’s plaza
near Dollar Tree). All are welcome! For
more info, call 800-501-2702 or email clay-
countydp@gmail.com.

SPRING CONCERT: Orange Park United
Methodist Church Handbell, May 23 from
6:30-7:30 p.m. Headquarters Library, 1895
Town Center Blvd., Fleming Island. All ages
are welcome to attend. No tickets required.

FALLEN HEROES: A memorial tribute
ceremony honoring Clay County’s fallen
heroes at the “Fallen in the line of duty Me-
morial Wall,” 1845 Town Center Blvd., Flem-
ing Island, May 27 at 10 a.m. Guest speaker
Art Yeaman with FIHS’NJROTC color guard.
Info, Bernadette at (904) 272-4040.

TUTOR TRAINING CLASS: Help an
adult change their life and become self-reli-
ant through the power of reading and math
literacy. Learn how to tutor adults June
18 from noon-4:30 p.m. Pre-registration
required. Call Clay County Literacy Coali-
tion, (904) 336-4458 or clayliteracy548@
gmail.com.

PENNEY FARMS HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
Eugene Hickey discusses what it was like
growing up after the time of Penney-Gwinn
Farms, Sept. 18 at 7 p.m., Historical Society
of Penney Farms. Meeting will be held at
Town Hall, 4100 Clark Ave.

CEI.EBRATING 25-YEARS
OF SAVING YOU MONEY

272-2200
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Gayle Trigg Hoshour

The Grace Anglican Church commu-
nity gave up to Jesus one of its cherished
friends when Gayle Trigg Hoshour passed
away quietly on April 23, 2016.

Gayle and her
husband  Richard
moved to Orange
Park in 1998 from
East Greenwich,
Rhode Island and
quickly built a webj
of true friends in :
faith. Gayle was gt
a Core Leader ofS@
Community  Bible
Study, served the
mission of Grace
House at Grace Episcopal in Orange Park,
and was a sustaining volunteer with the
Clothes Closet, a community organization
providing clothing, food and household
items for needy families and emergency
help for payment of rent, utilities, medical
and other special needs.

A life-long teacher in formal and in-
formal settings, Gayle mentored youth
through the Take Stock in Children pro-
gram, tutored local students, ran the after-
school program and taught at Grace Epis-
copal Day School, and annually provided
home-stays for international students par-
ticipating in the Institute of Worship Stud-
ies. She and Richard, a long-time team
member of Kairos prison ministry, also
led the Alpha Course, an opportunity (o
explore the meaning of life through Chris-
tianity. All who came into her life learned
from her optimism, her can-do determi-
nation, and her belief that both Christian
faith and forgiveness can transform lives.

Gayle was born in Wellesley, Mass. in
1948, where she grew up as one of five
daughters to Marie Forbes and D. Thomas
Trigg, long-time President & Chairman of
the Shawmut Bank of Boston. She gradu-
ated from the Winsor School in Boston and
the William Allen White School of Journal-
ism at the University of Kansas and later
earned a second degree in education from
Washburn University.

She and her husband Richard raised a
daughter, Maria Tess (and Hank) Barfield
of Fleming Island, and a son, Thomas (and
Sara) Trigg of Osterville Mass. She was
beloved Gigi to four grandchildren. She
also leaves her four sisters: Carol Friedley
of Bend, Ore., Marie Puffer of Westwood,
Mass., Marge Duncan of Naples, Fla. and
Mashpee, Mass., and Ruth Barrett of Na-
ples and Kennebunkport Maine. A memo-
rial service will be held at Grace Anglican
Church, 5804 US-17, Fleming Island on
May 7, 2016 at 3 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
please donate to The Clothes Closet and
Food Pantry of Orange Park at ccfpop.org.

Memories and condolences may be ex-
pressed at Gayle’'s book of memories page
at www.JohnsonOverturffunerals.com.
Arrangements are under the direction of
Johnson-Overturf Funeral Home in Pal-
atka.

Charles M. Harper

Charles M. Harper, 96, of Middleburg,
Fla. passed away April 27, 2016. He was
born in Evans County, Ga. on April 4, 1920
to Thomas C. and Lanie (Allen) Harper.

Mr. Harper was
a WWII veteran, re-
tired sheet metal
worker and an active
union member. He
was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Middle-
burg United Meth-
odist  Church who

dedicated his life to
his community by
being active in the
Clay County Agricul-
tural Fair and the Clay County Food Bank.
Mr. Harper loved music and fishing. He is
preceded in death by his parents
and his wife, JoAnn Harper.

Mr. Harper is survived by his
son, Randy Battle; life-long part-
ner, Linda Pruitt; daughter, Pamela
Strader; numerous grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and his extended fam-
ily, John, Cindy, Justin, Ashley and Chey-
anne Orbe.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Clay County Civic Association.

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com. Arrange-
ments under the care of Broadus-Raines
Funeral Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove
Springs, F1, 32043.

.
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Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

Charles M. Harper

Willard Lee Padgett

Willard Lee Padgett, 63 of Orange Park,
Fla. passed away April 21, 2016. Russell
Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral Home
and Cremation GCenter, 2335 Sandridge
Road, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 904-
284-7720 www.RHRFH.com

RUSSELL
HAVEN oF REST

CEMETERY & FUNERAL HOME

Doris Vanaman Savely

Doris Vanaman Savely, 87 of Jackson-
ville, Fla. passed away April 28, 2016.
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral
Home and Cremation Center, 2335 San-
dridge Road Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. 904-284-7720 www.RHRFH.com

RUSSELL
HAVEN orF REST

CCEMETERY & FUNERAL HOME

John C. Lavergne

John C. Lavergne passed away on Sat-
urday, April 23, 2016. Aaron and Burney
Bivens Funeral Home, 529 Kingsley Av-
enue, Orange Park, FL 32073, (904) 264-
1233.
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‘Aaron and Burney Bivens
FUNERAL HOME

CREMATION SERVICES

Evelyn Radican

Evelyn Radican, 92, of Orange Park,
FL, passed away April 27, 2016. Please
sign the family’'s online guestbook at www.
broadusraines.com. Broadus-Raines Fu-
neral Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove
Springs, FL (904) 284-4000

A
ol

Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

Silvestre Resendiz

Silvestre Resendiz, 61, of Orange Park,
Fla. passed away April 27, 2016, Russell
Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral Home
and Cremation Center, 2335 Sandridge
Road Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. 904-
284-7720 www.RHRFH.com

[RUSSELL

HAVEN oF REST

CEMETERY & FUNERAL HOME

Bobby Jim Taylor

Bobby Jim Taylor, CUCM USN Retired,
80, of Orange Park, Fla., passed away
April 27, 2016. Please sign the family’s
online guestbook at www.broadusraines.
com. Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Cove Springs, FL (904)

284-4000
2
@roadus ‘\
(/%aines b
Funeral Home
Ronald Harold Sapp

Ronald Harold Sapp, 73 of Middleburg,
passed away Wednesday, April 27, 2016.
Arrangements by Helm-Gallagher Funeral
Home Cremation Services. 904-284-9696.

www.helmgallagherth.com

th

Pelm —
Funerat Fome & Cremation Sewsices

¢ Funeral Directors
¢ Insurance Agents

* Attorneys
* Ministers
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‘Aaron and Burncy Bivens
FUNERAL HOME

At This Critical Point In Your Life... 1%
Compassion & Understanding In Your Time Of Need 58

Our experienced staff includes:

* Counselors
* Military Veterans

AARON anpo BURNEY BIVENS
<ssp. FUNERAL HOME ano CREMATION SERVICES

(904) 264-1233

crmmmonsevices 329 Kingsley Avenue, Orange Park ¢ www.BivensFuneralHome.com

Cheryl J. Reel

Cheryl J. Reel passed away on Monday,
April 25, 2016. Aaron and Burney Bivens
Funeral Home, 529 Kingsley Ave., Orange
Park, FL 32073, (904) 264-1233.
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Patricia Faith “Pat” Chirico

Patricia Faith “Pat” Chirico, 82, of
Green Cove Springs, Fla. passed away
April 26, 2016 Russell Haven of Rest Cem-
etery, Funeral Home and Cremation Center
2335 Sandridge Road Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043. 284-7720 www.RHRFH.com

[RUSSELL
HAVEN or REST

CCEMETERY & FUNERAL HOME

Walter Milligan

Walter Milligan, 68, of Middleburg, Fla.
passed away April 28, 2016. Please sign
the family’s online guestbook at www.broa-
dusraines.com. Broadus-Raines Funeral
Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043 (904) 284-4000.

A
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Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

Gunther Fries

Gunther Fries, 94, of Green Cove
Springs, Fla., passed away April 27, 2016.
Please sign the family’s online guestbook at
www.broadusraines.com. Broadus-Raines
Funeral H ome, 501 Spring St., Green Cove
Springs, FL (904) 284-4000

3
e

Funeral Home
wwwbroadusraines.com

Guy B. Anders

Guy B. Anders, 89 of Penney Farms,
passed away Sunday, May 1, 2016. Ar-
rangements by Helm-Gallagher Funeral
Home & Cremation Services. 904-284-
9696. www.helmgallagherfth.com

th
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MORE OBITUARIES, 14




14 CLAY TODAY « May 5, 2016

CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

from page 13

Debra Nichols

Debra Nichols, 62, of Middleburg, FL
passed away April 28, 2016. Please sign
the family’s online guestbook at www.broa-
dusraines.com. Broadus-Raines Funeral
Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043 (904) 284-4000
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Funeral Home

‘www.broadusraines.com

Gary Pedrotty

Gary Pedrotty, 44, of Keystone Heights,
FL, passed away April 26, 2016. Please
sign the family’'s online guestbook at www.
broadusraines.com. Broadus-Raines Fu-
neral Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove
Springs, FL (904) 284-4000

’\\b
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Dorothy (Hartman) Simpson
Dorothy (Hartman) Simpson, 96 of
Green Cove Springs, passed away

Wednesday, April 27, 2016. Arrangements

by Helm-Gallagher Funeral Home & Cre-

mation Services. 904-284-9696
www.helmgallagherth.com

th
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Angeline C. Denman

Angeline C. Denman, 88, of Green Gove
Springs, FL, passed away May 3, 2016.
Please sign the family’s online guestbook at
www.broadusraines.com. Broadus-Raines
Funeral Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove
Springs, FL (904) 284-4000

’\\b
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Funeral Home

‘www.broadusraines.com

More tips on pruning palms properly

By Raymond H. Zerba Jr.
UF/IFAS Extension
Agent IV Emeritus, Retired

As a follow up to our last column on the
University of Florida recommendations for
properly pruning palms, I wanted to dis-
cuss what to do with all the old basal por-
tions of those cut fronds that some decide
to take off to finish the annual pruning ef-
fort. While there is little research to sup-
port whether this is a good or bad thing,
there is lots of anecdotal information on
why it is not a good idea to systematically
remove those palm “boots.”

The word “boot™ refers to the part of
the palm frond that wraps around the palm
trunk. When someone cuts off the frond it-
self, this is what is left still attached to the

trunk and held firmly
in place. To remove
it is not always an
easy task and done
improperly (using a
chain saw) leads to
injuries to the trunk |
that never heal.

I've seen noth- §
ing in print to sug-
gest removal is [
necessary or de- k
sirable except for
aesthetic purposes.
It, of course, makes
it easier to move a
palm with them off
and it is necessary
to remove them if
you are to brace
that palm properly
once transplanted.
In other situations,
the question to ask
is “might they serve
some useful purpose
to the palm by leav-
ing them on?”

The first possible |
purpose is to pro-
tect that trunk from
injury. Since the trunk of a palm does not
cover over with cambium tissue when it is
injured, as hardwood trees do (i.e. no real
bark ever forms), leaving the boots in place
would serve to protect that trunk from in-
jury.

This is what probably happens in na-
ture where they stay on for some time after
the frond itself breaks off.

During a severe drought a few years
back, I observed that palms which had
their boots stripped off, seemed to suffer
from stem cracking. It was my thought at
the time, that these boots might keep the
trunk protected from excessive drying and
heating during extended drought.

Finally, these boots catch organic mat-
ter, much like bromeliads in trees which
allows them to make a protected habitat
for things to exist there. They serve as a
home for small animals (snails, tree frogs,
lizards, etc.) and are an important feature

in any wildlife-friendly landscape. Some
homeowners actually put soil in the sharp
angled cup they form and then grow plants
like ferns in them. I found this interesting
and attractive.

Bottom line — why remove them? Stop
the aesthetic thing! For every person that
says they like the looks of a clean palm
trunk there is a person who sees the value
of leaving them on and feel the palm looks
better that way. I think it is a “no brainer”
— leave them be until they fall off them-
selves.

Want someone (0 answer a specific
plant question for you? Go online to http://
clay.ifas.ufl.edu and under the heading
“Horticulture™ (left hand side of page) left
click on “Ask a Master Gardener” and a
reply will be sent plus a hyperlink to the
appropriate University of Florida Fact
Sheets. Please send us a digit picture
of the problem. To speak to someone by
phone, call (904) 269-6355.

Flowerin

g
Pots s

Sale Thru 5-11-16

Sale Thru 5-11-16

Hagan

YOUR LOCAL HELPFUL HARDWARE STORE

Shop Hagan Ace for the best selection, brands and knowledgeable
staff to help you with all your needs... Gifts for Everyone!

ACE

The helpful place.

STIHL

Big Green Egg

Hardware

The Ultimate Cooking Experience’

Two Clay County Locations to Serve You
1305 North Orange Ave, Suite 110 - Green Cove Springs - 284-9931
1022 Blanding Blvd. - Orange Park - 272-1414
www.haganace.com
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Comic book shop nurtures
artists

BY JESSE HOLLETT, STAFF WRITER

ORANGE PARK- IT'S
3 AM. ON APRIL 3, AND
DUSTIN BRUNELL HAS
JUST LEARNED HOW TO
USE THE REGISTER OF
HIS COMIC BOOK SHOP
A MERE HOURS BEFORE
IT OPENED.

THAT SUNDAY
CUSTOMERS PACKED
THE STORE WALL TO
WALL UNTIL 10 PM.
WHEN HE FINALLY
LOCKED THE DOORS.

PRIOR TO OPENING
THE ROGUE GALLERY
ON PARK AVENUE
IN ORANGE PARK,
DUSTIN AND HEATHER
BRLINELL SPENT AN
ENTIRE MONTH INSIDE
THEIR 1,600 SQUARE
FOOT SPACE TEARING
DOWN FAULTY PIPING,
FALSE FLOORS, AND
DILAPIDATED WALLS
LEFT FROM THEIR
STORE'S PREVIOUS

SEE COMIC, 17
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LARP: LIFE ACTION ROLE-PLAYING COSPLAY: THE ACT OF DRESSING
MANGA: JAPANESE COMIC BOOKS  UP AS A CHARACTER FROM A
GUNDAM: MANGA INSPIRED MODEL  VIDEOGAME, MANGA, COMIC BOOK -
3 ROBOTS, USUALLY ASSEMBLED OR TELEVISION SHOW .
~§ AND PAINTED 8Y HAND. ANIME: JAPANESE ANIMATION
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PHIL VASSAR

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
RUSSELL DICKERSON

Art Beat

WITH TONY WALSH

CalaVida -
third time’s
the charm

¢ have all spoken or certainly

s ;s / have heard the saying “The third

time’s the charm™ and as the plan-

ning for the third CalaVida Festival of the

Arts in Green Gove Springs progresses, it

certainly seems as if that is going to be the
case!

Being true to its mission, the Cala-
Vida Arts Festival fosters and supports
arts education by presenting quality ar-
tistic performances and
events that promote the
historical, cultural and
social importance of the
diverse community of |
Green Gove Springs.

With the majestic St.
Johns River as a back- [
drop, the city will once
again be the site of the
CalaVida Arts Festival. Designed for all
ages, CalaVida (meaning “Cove Life”...
think

Green Cove Life) will offer a myriad of
arts presentations including both visual
and performance arts. The 2016 festival
will be held October 20-23.

Multi-cultural musical performances
will include Jazz, Rock, Pop, Folk, Country,
Gospel, Celtic, Scottish and Classical. In
addition, live theater, dance performances
with an international theme, visual artists
on exhibit, book signings, antique shop-
ping, comfortable North Florida weather
and food trucks on location, offering a va-
riety of popular street strolling culinary
delights, are all indications that this third
edition of CalaVida will be a fall event not
to be missed.

Tony Walsh

SEE ART, 16

SATURDAY, MAY 7

8 PM

THRASHER-HORNE CENTER
THcenter.org
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‘Paradise’ comes to
the Thrasher-Horne

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK - This Saturday country
music fans will enjoy ‘Just Another Day
in Paradise,” when award-winning country
music songwriter Phil Vassar performs live
at the Thrasher-Horne Center of the Arts.

Part of a world tour, his show encour-
ages audience participation with the abili-
ty for anyone in the audience to tweet song
requests during his show.

Cut from the same cloth as Billy Joel,
Vassar’s work as a songwriter landed him
an award from the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers in
1999 for Country Songwriter of the Year.
Like Joel, Vassar is traditionally a piano
player, which is difficult to manage in a
guitar town like Nashville, he said.

A year after receiving his first award,
Vassar released his debut album ‘Phil Vas-
sar’ that created five hit singles and was
certified gold in the United States.

Ask any active grandmother in the
South, and they'll say apple pies aren't just
made of apples — and to that end, Vassar
isn't only a singer songwriter. People are
normally a bit more complex than that.
When Vassar’s name isn't being screamed
over a loudspeaker to an electric crowd,
he’s home in Nashville with his two daugh-
ters Haley, 17, and Presley, 12.

“It’'s crazy trying to juggle your fam-
ily life and your home life, but it's all I've
ever done,” Vassar said. “It's all they've
ever known. They sing and dance and write
songs too now, so it's like ‘oh my gosh.” All
these years of private school then you're
going to be an artist? Like what are you
thinking? But we'll see. They're very smart

and beautiful, I'm very lucky.”

Vassar is divorced. He gets along well
with his wife, however, and thanks God for
that.

“We just had prom this past weekend
and let me tell you it's something else,”
Vassar said. “It's trying times for teenag-
ers. They're looking at colleges and univer-
sities, it’s become a busy busy time, but it's
part of it. Guitar lessons, piano lessons, it's
just so crazy.”

Vassar’s girls are used to their dad dis-
appearing on tours, 8o it’s not much of a
shock to see him vanish for months. While
it may not affect them much, Vassar still
remembers how he changed when his first
daughter was born.

“It changed my life,” Vassar said. “Here
[ was in the middle of writing songs and
when you have a kid like that, it really
grinds you. You go from being all about
yourself to all about this other human be-
ing. You hear people talk about it and I was
just this dumb guy. It was really an epiph-
any, the realization of that I'm responsible

Phil Vassar

for this little life it's just amazing.”

Feminine history within Vassar's fam-
ily tree is as long reaching as it is ironic.
Growing up without a dad, Vassar sat sur-
rounded with just his mother, sisters and
his sisters’ daughters. Forty years later,
Vassar is still face down in the ‘estrogen
pool of life” dealing with the same problems
every father has to deal with — vetting boy-
friends, dance recitals and watching his
daughters outgrow dresses.

When asked if a shotgun helped with
the boyfriend vetting process, Vassar just
laughed.

Crammed into the tour van are Jeff
Smith, the guitar player, Steve Cook, the
bass player, and Jake Caldwell, the drum-
mer. Adding Vassar on piano and vocals
that makes a four-piece country power-
house capable of raising an audience’s fin-
gertips to the skylights.

“I love these guys,” Vassar said. “It's
fun to play with these guys every night. It's
like caged animals, we get released for a
few hours, then we go back to the bus you
know.”

With the amount of ground that's
changed under Vassar's feet, and with the
amount of ground his feet have covered
over the years, he still remembers his
roots as a bartender in Nashville playing
gigs whenever the time allowed.

“I'm really lucky,” Vassar said. “We just
keep making music and touring the world.
We just got back from London, and we're
going back in June to Munich and Milan
and Manchester. It's a good time man,
we're really very lucky.”

Russell Dickerson appears with Vassar
as a special guest in this one-night show
that begins at 8 p.m. on May 7. Tickets
range from $13 to $33.

A Nashville native, Dickerson said his
favorite part of being a musician is simply
playing shows and being on the road. He
gained notoriety in 2012 when his first sin-
gle “Green Light” remained on Sirius XM's
“Hot 30 Live” for seven straight weeks as
an indie artist. His second single, “Yours,”
jumped to No. 15 after only two weeks on
the Highway Hot 45 chart where it debuted
at No. 30.

from page 15

With well over 45 events and performanc-
es, the CalaVida preliminary

schedule is available to peruse at CalaVi-
da.com My ArtBEAT column space dictates
that I highlight just a few already sched-
uled performers.

Michelle Lambert is an American sing-
er-songwriter and musician, born in Cov-
elo, Calif. and raised in the San Francisco
Bay Area. She launched her first official al-
bum “Warrior” in 2015 after moving to Los
Angeles. That album was a turning point in
her career, the moment where she decided
to pursue being a solo artist. Warrior has
the collaboration of Grammy Winners
Shannon Sanders (president of the Nash-
ville Grammy Chapter) and Billy Hume. It
also features three time Grammy Nominee
Kief Brown as a co-author of “Rain on You.”
In January 2016, she was elected to be the
female face of SkyHigh Radio in the UK. In

CLEGHORN is America’s Celtic Rock Band. The
musical engine of CLEGHORN is renowned
fiddler Dylan Cleghorn and his father, the
legendary Texas guitarist John Cleghorn.

February 2016 she gave a long interview
to the Sound Profile Magazine, where she
explained in detail how important women
empowerment (that's a recurrent theme in
her songs) is for her.

CLEGHORN is America’s Celtic Rock
Band. The musical engine of CLEGHORN is
renowned fiddler Dylan Cleghorn and his

father, the legendary Texas guitarist John
Cleghorn. CLEGHORN'S unique brand of
“Celtic rock” mixes their original songwrit-
ing with high-energy fiddle and bagpipe
funes.

“The robust and pristine sound of Dylan
Cleghorn’s fiddle is wrapped in heavy pop
rock rhythms that approach anthemic in-
tensity. John Cleghorn, adding his original
songwriting, screaming guitar riffs and
golden vocal melodies, reveals himself as
a man who truly knows rock,” states a re-
view in The Celtic Music News.

CLEGHORN promotes an energetic and
uplifting show for all ages that should not
be missed. Violinist Benjamin Sung, an ss-
sistant professor of Violin at Florida State
University, returns to the CalaVida Festi-
val, having performed the first season in
2014, to audience acclaim.

Sung is also concertmaster of the
Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra, a
faculty member of the Brevard Music Cen-
ter and principal second violin of the Bre-
vard Music Genter Orchestra, and a roster

artist for Florida Arts on Tour.

Sung’s recent concert highlights include
the 2015 Brevard Music Festival, the first
annual Festival y Academia del Nuevo
Mundo in Aruba, the Cuban premiere of
the Schnittke Concerto Grosso No. 1 and
the Eistaciones Portenas by Piazzolla and a
TED talk for TEDx Fargo.

His 2015-16 calendar includes recit-
als and masterclasses at the University of
Miami and Rutgers University, the Brevard
Music Festival, Festival Nuevo Mundo in
Aruba and Festival Virtuosi in Recife, Bra-
zil. With five months of planning to go, the
CalaVida Festival is well on the way Lo
being a fall destination for residents and
out of town visitors who want to enjoy the
performing and visual arts set against the
serene and beautiful St. Johns River in
the one of a kind, small and historic North
Florida city of Green Cove Springs.

[ |

As always dear readers, your com-
ments and arts news are always welcome.
Email me at TWArtBeal@aol.com
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Inaugural Oakleaf Art Walk shows student artwork

Oakleaf High School’s National
Art Honor Society took on
the planning of the festival

By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

OAKLEAF — Created by students, for stu-
dents, the Oakleaf High School art walk
kicked off its inaugural festival April 22 to
show all the work students put into their
craft this year.

The event wasn't just closed off stu-
dents, however. Food trucks idled out front
and the public showed up to take advan-
tage of the 21 vendors that dressed the
corners of the school’s cafeteria.

“My National Art Honor Society stu-
dents decided we needed to do more out-
reach to really bring more art out into the
community,” said Kezia Laberis, Oakleaf
High School art teacher. “We decided to
setup an art walk so that way we could
bring in some more artists or anyone who
hand makes their own materials.”

Students of Oakleaf High School's Na-
tional Art Honor Society took on the plan-
ning of the festival by proactively going out
to local art festivals and markets to find
vendors willing to setup at the school’s art
walk.

They didn't have to search too hard to
find one of the vendors in the crowd that
day, because although Lindsey Spears
graduated in 2014, she still loves art. In
fact, she’s made a career out of it by put-
ting her art into restaurants and cafes.

“I was really close with Ms. Laberis,
and it just came up in conversation one
day,” Spears said. “She was like ‘oh we're
having an art walk’ It was really fun doing
art in high school.”

Octopi paintings and cats drawn on
whal seemed like almost every surface
imaginable occupied Spears’ table.

Pen on paper, done by Joi Miller, a 12th
grader at Oakleaf High School

Mixed media sculpture done by Jaden Coates,
a 12th grader at Oakleaf High School.

Student art was displayed in the center
of the cafeteria, which allowed the public
to walk around and view each piece.

Laberis auctioned the success of the
art walk off to the students themselves,
who put in most of the legwork and have
planned the event since January. IU's pas-
sion, and Laberis doesn’t forget to see that
in her students.

“They connect with art because it really
gives them an outlet that other avenues
may not give them,” Laberis said. “Art

Mixed media work done by Nhi Dinn, an 11th
grader at Oakleaf High School.

helps them kind of grow as an individual.
It's really powerful and it’s really inspiring,
because a lot of students aren’t athletes or
into academics as much, and the arts just
really help them feel successful.”

Jordan Newbegin holds up her painting, a collaboration of volunteers from the artwalk, and
Newbegin’s natural talent.

Artwork done by Lindsey Spears, a graduate of Oakleaf High School.
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Isaac Fox of Astral Ticket, left, stands with Dustin Brunnell inside the newest place for artists
and geeks in Clay County, The Rogue Gallery on Park Avenue in Orange Park.

from page 19

occupants, a health and nutrition center.
Converting a smoothie bar into a comic
book shop is as hard as it sounds, but the
couple committed themselves to doing all
of the work without outside contractors.
Two months later, their doors are open and
Dustin Brunell rests easy with the thought
that the foundation has already been laid.
His vision — a shop that feels more like
a museum — a store that sends out vibes of
a different world to his customers is obvi-
ous in the galley style walls of the shop.
One wall holds the autographed works of

space western comic “Cremisi.”

“Cremisi follows a spaceship captain
called Shay as he goes through the uni-
verse tackling issues that would make a
character turn to broken, fits of rage, al-
coholism, depression,” Fox said. “Even
though our characters consist of an alien
crew, the point of Cremisi is to address
what we consider human, as individuals.
What we see is humanity doesn’t just apply
to humans, we see human traits in dogs,
their facial expressions, the wagging the
tail. We assume it's expressing joy like we
do, and I want to use an alien cast to pres-
ent that, and show that there are things we
do see as humans that we see as human.”

Cremisi is drawn in a style Fox calls
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artists, some local, some not. To the right
is a faux brick wall with superhero logos
and lighted display cases that hold models
and action figures with little white price
tags stamped into them.

A Gremlin sits clad in sunglasses in the
center of the shop, a life sized Chucky doll
from Brussels stalks at the top of the dis-
play case near the back, a rocket raccoon
model in the corner, white boxes stuffed
with comic books which Dustin Brunell be-
lieves, even though they're not hanging on
the wall, are all hugely important.

Celebrating The Rogue Gallery's first
month, Dustin Brunell can look back on the
accomplishments already made. Namely,
his involvement with Isaac Fox of Astral
Ticket, the Jacksonville-based writer of the

“BWGC,” where only the colors are black,
white, and crimson with the crimson al-
lowing blood to pop off the page.

“Part of the goal of Cremisi is to show
what part of the pressure of severe anxiety
or perhaps unpleasant memories of maybe
[someone suffering] from PTSD or severe
alcoholism go through,” Fox paused for a
moment before continuing. “While at the
same time presenting an awesome Story
full of action, violence and a little bit of
sexiness. Fun for the whole family.”

FFox writes the comic and works with
an artist from Spain and Poland to create
the visuals of the story. Aside from Fox
himself, the entire team of Astral Ticket is
female.

Dustin Brunell has not only agreed to
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The shop is also home to such time-honored characters as gremlins, made famous in the film

of the same name.

stock the comic book, but assisted Fox in
garnering the attention of other comic book
shops as well.

Brunell and Fox share a quiet respect of
each other cropped from extensive financ-
ing. Cremisi was funded 200 percent past
its original funding goal of Kickstarter, a
website created for small business owners
to crowdfund products and ideas. Brunell,
on the other hand, took $30,000 off his
house and received $15,000 in financing
from 121 Financial Credit Union to cover
the cost of the $16,000 buildout of shop.

“I was joking with Isaac the other day, |
said ‘if I could I would make you take your
shoes off when you walked in,” Brunell
said. “I just love the culture. There's so
much in here of so many places, and [ want
the vibe. I want people when they walk in
here to feel that this is something. This is
different.”

To that end, Brunell is also working to
expand community in Clay County, not only
comic book culture, but manga culture, an-
ime culture, and even cosplay culture.

He hosts a Gundam clinic that teaches
those interested how to get their Gundam'’s
looking up to shelf snuff. Cosplay clin-
ics aren’t an uncommon site at the shop
either. The clinic teaches people how to
sew and create the costumes that they've
always wanted to create. Sewing, Dustin
Brunell said, is one of those arcane arts
that no one really knows how to do any-

more, and he’s happy to host it.

Also on his plate is hosting a LARP
group, which will brandish their swords
and spears at his business sometime soon,
as soon as he can get the group's 17-year-
old host to understand the responsibilities
of playing at a shop instead of a park.

The gallery will host its 2016 Free
Comic Book Day on Saturday, May 7. The
event plans to have cosplayers and normal
citizens alike take advantage of the comic
books they will be giving away.

The gallery gives all civil servants, in-
cluding hospital workers, police officers
and firefighters a 10 percent discount at
the store. Brunell has a lot on his plate.
Between his house on Fleming Island, his
daughter, his life, his shop and his pas-
sions, he probably doesn’'t have much free
time left. That doesn’t mean, however, that
he’ll forget the reasons why he opened the
shop in the first place.

“I feel like we're desensitized to art,”
Brunell said. “Those artists put their blood
sweat and tears into their work and we
need to give them credit. [ believe Orange
Park needs a hub for these things. We as a
community need to come together and for-
gel all the craziness and remember that we
are a community, because I grew up here.
We need to make it known that Orange Park
is on the map. We need to make sure that
this isn't just a stop between Jacksonville.”



CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

May 5,2016 CLAY TODAY 19

School News

Bach named
Eubanks scholar

ROME, Ga. — Middleburg resident
Courtney Bach has been selected to re-
ceive a J. Robert and Hazel B. Kubanks
Scholarship to attend Shorter University in
Rome, Ga.

The FEubanks Scholarship provides
tuition, room, and
board for incoming
freshmen for eight
semesters. To qualify
for this scholarship,
a student must hold
at least a 3.5 grade
point average and a
1300 SAT (in critical
reading and math) or
28 AGT score. Schol-
arship recipients
must then maintain a 3.5 cumulative grade
point average at Shorter.

Courtney is the daughter of Mike and
Ronda Bach, of Middleburg. She is a se-
nior at Middleburg High School, where she
will graduate among the top three of her
class. During her senior year, she took 12
Honors classes, eight Advanced Placement
classes, and two Dual Enrollment classes.
She is currently serving as president of the
Beta Club, vice president of the National
Honors Society, captain of the Academic
Team, and reporter for Future Business
Leaders of America at both the high school
chapter level and district level. She served
as business editor on the yearbook staff
during her junior and senior years and is
student leader at First Baptist Church of
Middleburg.

As a freshman, Courtney was a defen-
sive specialist on the freshman volleyball
team and a junior varsity weightlifter. As a
sophomore, she was a defensive specialist
on the junior varsity volleyball team, a var-
sity weightlifter, and center on the varsity
flag football team.

An active volunteer, Courtney has
helped run the Wolfson's Children’s Hos-
pital annual bass tournament for three
years, led elementary age students in Va-
cation Bible School, and taken part in mis-
sion trips to Mandan, N.D.; Mobile, Ala.;
and Charleston, S.C. She has also worked
as a volunteer with local food banks, or-
phanages, clothes closets, elderly families,
veterans, and the cancer society. She holds
a 40-course-hour certification in Early
Childhood Education from the Depart-
ment of Children and Family. From 2014
to 2016, she has worked on the childcare
team at KidsFirst Learning Genter in Mid-
dleburg.

Founded in 1873, Shorter University
is a Christian university committed to
excellence in education. Shorter offers
traditional bachelor’s degree program in
50 areas of study, online courses and de-
gree programs, undergraduate programs
for working adults, and four master’s pro-
grams.

Courtney Bach

Skynyrd

mentatively the band’s most famous song,
“Sweet Home Alabama.” This song was a
response to the Neil Young's songs “South-
ern Man” and “Alabama” which implied
that people in the South were racist and
stuck in the past. The band countered with
this song, an anthem about Southern pride
and all the good things in Alabama.

Now, head on to 220 Riverside Avenue
near downtown. Although the Riverside
Studios are no longer located here, this
was where the building purchased by the
band in 1976 as a practice hall and a stu-
dio once stood.

[t was in this building that Skynyrd pol-
ished its hard-rocking Southern style. The
song “Georgia Peaches™ off the band’s al-
bum “Street Survivors” was recorded here.

The band .38 Special, co-founded by
Ronnie’s brother Donnie Van Zant, used the
building next door.

Brickyard Road is the next stop on the
tour. It is located in Middleburg and is
most notable because it was the road on
which Ronnie Van Zant lived on at the time
of the plane crash. His younger brother
also wrote a song about it, based on his
memories of that road.

“Street Survivors,” released in 1977,
became the band’s fifth album and second
platinum disc. It was completed by the
band three days before the tragic plane
crash in Mississippi that killed

One of the rare surviving copies of the
Street Survivors album that was released
three days before the plane crash. The
flames behind them started a lot of con-
troversy because people believed it fore-
shadowed the plane crash. Photo by Luke
Barber

The crash created controversy over the
original cover sleeve of the album, which
depicted a photograph of the band that
presented Gaines, the guitarist who was
showcased in this album and who had died
in the fiery crash, engulfed in flames.

The second to last stop on the tour is
Jacksonville Memorial Gardens Cemetery
in Orange Park, where Ronnie Van Zant
and the two Gaines family members who
died in the crash were originally buried.

Jay Jacobs, sales counselor of the
Gardens, said a few fans still visit the old
graves to this day, decorating them with
flowers and other accolades.

For decades people have visited the
cemetery from all over the country to pay
tribute.

Jacobs said he remembers in particu-
lar, “mailman, either from New Jersey or
New York, (who) would come visit their
graves every year.”

However, on June 29, 2000, both Ron-
nie Van Zant's and Steve Gaines’ graves
were vandalized. Van Zant's remains were
relocated to Riverside Memorial Park
Cemetery in Jacksonville.

And that's the last stop on this histori-
cal tour of Lynyrd Skynyrd.

The relocated grave where Ronnie is
buried is surrounded by the graves of oth-
er Van Zant members. But the grave of the

band’s founder stands out.

This is the new burial site of the lead
member of Lynyrd Skynyrd that was dis-
covered by accident in 2012. As seen there
are fresh flowers and, strange enough,
coins all over the tombstone.

Fans still visit the gravesite, so it is
often covered with fresh colorful flowers.
The two-part tombstone has a base depict-
ing four birds, one on each corner.

On top is a plaque that reads “Ronald
Wayne Van Zant 1948-1977." There's an-
other bird on a granite flower pot near the
grave.

On that day, a confederate flag, stuck
right into the ground in front of the grave,
waved in the slight breeze.

Here, surrounded by his free birds and
a symbol of his love for all things Southern,
Ronnie Van Zant lies. It's the final symbol
of the Southern rock music legend that was
Lynyrd Skynyrd.
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The Penney Memorial Church Commemo-
rative Program contributes each year to-
ward scholarship funding for these young
musicians.

Do plan to attend this concert and
congratulate both students and teachers
for their dedication to music. It is truly a
privilege to hear these young vocalists and
instrumentalists share their talents.

Historic trains of Northeast
Florida program coming

PENNEY FARMS — To mark the anniver-
sary of the completion of the first trans-
continental railroad in 1869, the Penney
Train Club will present the 2016 Golden
Spike Program on May 11 at 7 p.m. in Bar-
rows Hall, 4385 Wilbank Ave.

Larry Brennan, member of the Jackson-
ville Railroad Museum, will bring the story
of some of the historic railroads that once
existed in this area. This free program is
open to the public and parking is plentiful.

Anyone who are interested in the history of
the area and all train buffs should get on
board for this program. For more informa-
tion call (904) 520-1496.

WWII French Jewish spy
to speak in Clay County

FLEMING ISLAND — Chabad of Clay
County is hosting a presentation by a wom-
an who served as a spy during World War
II.

Marthe Cohn will speak on May 10 at
the Fleming Island Public Library, 1895
Town Center Blvd., in the meeting room
at 7 p.m. RSVPs are requested by calling
(904) 290-1017 or e-mail to info@jew-
ishclaycounty.com. Suggested donation is
$10.

Cohn was born in Metz, France in 1920.
She was a devoutly religious Jewish wom-
an living just across the German border in
France when Hitler rose to power. As the
Nazi occupation escalated, Cohn’s sister
was sent to Auschwitz while her family fled
to the south of France.

Martha, though, chose to fight back and
joined the intelligence service of the First
French Army. Utilizing her perfect Ger-
man accent and Aryan appearance, Cohn
posed as a German nurse desperately try-
ing to obtain word of a fictional fiancé. She
traveled the countryside and approached
troops sympathetic to her ‘plight’ thereby
obtaining critical information for the Allied
commanders.

When at age 80, Cohn was awarded
France’s highest military honor, the Medai-
lle Miliataire, not even her children knew
to what extent this modest woman faced
death daily to defeat the Nazi Empire. At
its heart, this remarkable story is the tale
of an ordinary woman who, under extraor-
dinary circumstances, became the hero
her country needed her to be.

In 2002, Cohn penned her memoir
“Behind Enemy Line: The True Story of a
French Jewish Spy in Nazi Germany.” She
lives with her husband in Palos Verdes, Ca-
lif. and travels internationally sharing her
remarkable story.

Health Planning Council of
Northeast Florida to host
insurance workshop

JACKSONVILLE — Join the Health Plan-
ning Council of Northeast Florida on May
9 for a free

Presentation called “Healthy Adulting:
Health Insurance Workshop.”

The interactive workshop will cover
understanding confusing health insurance
lingo, accessing free preventative care,
learning how to use free, cool technology
for your health care needs and accessing
the most affordable type of care and much
more.

Refreshments and snacks will be
served. There will also be free giveaways.
Register by contacting the Council at info@
hpcenef.org.

Maya specialist to discuss
rituals in late classical period

JACKSONVILLE — The Archaeological
Institute of America -Jacksonville Society
will meet at noon on May 21 in Building 51
at the University of North Florida to hear a
lecture by Gabrielle Vail from New College
of Florida in Sarasota. Her lecture is titled
“Painted Capstone and Codical Texts from
the Northern Maya Lowlands: Agricultural
vs. Elite Rituals in Late Classic to Post-
classic Yucatan.”

The northern Maya lowlands provide
a rich corpus of painted texts associ-
ated with the interior and exterior walls
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of buildings. In a number of cases these
texts and the accompanying pictorial
components were used to commemorate
important rituals. Information from eth-
nohistoric sources and hieroglyphic and
iconographic sources provides important
clues for determining context and audience
for these texts. This presentation examines
the underlying meaning of capstone and
codical texts and explores what the differ-
ent media, time periods, and hieroglyphic
captions tell us about elite versus agricul-
tural rituals, and what they reveal about a
group’s social memory. The lecture is free
and open to the public. Complimentary re-
freshments will be served afterwards in the
Archaeological Lab. On Saturdays, parking
is free and the faculty/staff/vendor spaces
are open Lo everyone. For more informa-
tion, contact Melva Price at (904)241-
9411 or at atijaxsoc@gmail.com.

Cogongrass treatment
cost-share program accepting
applications from private
landowners

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Servic-
es announced today that the Florida Forest
Service is now accepting applications for
the Cogongrass Treatment Cost-Share Pro-
gram. Applications for the program will be
accepted through July 29, 2016.

“Cogongrass is one of the most ag-
gressive weeds in Florida and is capable
of rapidly choking out and displacing our
native plant species,” said Commissioner
of Agriculture Adam H. Putnam. “Through
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“When my daughter was younger, she
skated at a place in Mandarin called the
Skateboard House, and when it closed she
really wanted to continue, so we talked to
different people and found out there was a
park in Orange Park that was closed,” said
Anjie Palmer of the Orange Park Patrons,
a nonprofit that operates the skate park.
“We found it and sure enough it was a skate
park, and so we worked with some other
people and got it repaired to the point we
could open it. Then we kinda stayed.”

That was back in 2011. Since then
Palmer and her volunteers have continued
to supervise the skate park and transform
it from just a skate park to a community
hub by working with Eagle Scouts and 4-H
Clubs to plant native flowers to attract
hummingbirds and butterflies and even
created a nature trail on the property.

The town hopes that the new concrete
structure will curb the maintenance that
the skate park has required in the past due

to the wooden structures aging. This reno-
vation will also make the park an overall
safer place for children to skate.

“The reason we're excited about the
concrete is because they’ll be a lot less
repairs needed,” Palmer said. “Right now
the town has had to put a lot of time into
repairs. Mainly it's just the maintenance
issues, because it’s wood in Florida.”

For the 600 skaters that use the skate
park a year, a concrete foundation could
mean less scraped knees and Neosporin.
The revisions also include a new LED light-
ing system to improve the safety of the
park even more.

Flores is currently working with Team
Pain on a separate skate park in Jackson-
ville Beach. That site is scheduled to start
in June.

The conceptual drawing provided for
the project is subject to change, and allows
local skaters’ input to hammer out the fin-
er details on the construction, however be-
cause of the specifications of the contract,
skating pools will more than likely not be
considered for the project.

Skaters in Orange Park should be as
excited as Palmer is, because they can
continue practicing new tricks and flashy
flairs in a brand new concrete jungle.

“It’s a fun place, the kids enjoy skat-
ing, but we try to make it more than that,”
Palmer said. “We make it community cen-
ter, because it's a community effort. As
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salary to $72,000 a year. Barker had been
serving as interim chief after last fall's re-
tirement by former chief Ty Silcox.

far as the atmosphere at the park we try
to make it positive, and just be there for
them. Some of them don't have anywhere
else to go.”

In other business, the Town Council
voted to delay the meeting to repeal the
commercial redevelopment overlay in
place alongside U.S. Highway 17 and King-
sley Avenue to May 17. This gives the town
attorney, Sam Garrison, enough time to
amend the ordinance to include a grand-
father clause for designs submitted before
the amendment.

Also at the meeting Tuesday, the Coun-
cil appointed Alvin Barker Jr. as the Or-
ange Park Fire Chief, which will raise his
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Dr. William P. Register
First Assembly Fleming Island

Your Mother

“All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to
my angel mother.” This is one of Abraham
Lincoln’s most famous quotes. It would be
wonderful if everyone could truthfully say
this of his mother. Many of us can. But too
many of us cannot. There are many people
who do not have pleasanlt memories of
their mother. That is very sad for anyone
who must live with it.

A dear friend of mine was never able
to reconcile his sad and unpleasant memo-
ries of his mother’s treatment of him in his
childhood. T spoke with him several times
about it. He always referred to his mother
as “evil.” I presented to him the same thing
[ share with you now.

No matter how poorly you may have
been treated in your childhood, the best
possible thing for you to do about it is —
Forgive! For your own peace of mind —
whether your mother has died or is still
living — do not go through life with hatred
toward your mother. For the contentment
of your own heart, forgive her! I know this
is not easy to do. But you will be doing
something to bring contentment to your
own heart when you do. Although you may
be giving a gift to the person you forgive,
the primary beneficiary of your forgiveness
is You!

The Lord’s commandments to us are
given with good reasons. His direction to
us about this issue I am addressing is very
clear. “Honor your father and mother (this
is the first commandment with a prom-
ise.)” And this is the promise: “Things will
go well for you, and you will have a long life
on the earth.” (Ephesians 6:2-3)

[ do not want to omit the recognition
that there are some wonderful, loving, ded-
icated, selfless mothers. Many of us were
blessed to have our lives enriched by the
covering of our mother’s love. But today
[ am thinking of the many who carry the
wounds of mistreatment from the person
they expected to love and cherish them.

If your mother held you in loving, pro-
tective arms while she showered you with
the love of God, be thankful! If your experi-
ence was the opposite of that, be forgiving!

www.firstagcc.org

Write the Pastor at PastorBill@aol.com

Receive
“Inspirational
Messages”
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Pastor Bill Register

Text EZNRC12283
to 313131

Remain Anonymous
Phone number protected

Debt-free and ready
for new challenges

FLEMING ISLAND - St. Michael and All Angels Anglican Church
on Fleming Island recently celebrated the retirement of the
church’s construction loan and the ordination of a new priest.
The church’s earliest congregation originally met at the Orange
Park Lions Club 30 years ago, followed by worshipping at what
is now the parish’s hall, located at 5041 Lakeshore Dr. West.
Construction of the current church building took place in 2002.
“After Sunday’s service, the congregation gathered on the
front lawn to burn the mortgage, leaving the parish debt-free
and ready for new challenges,” said the Rev. Laurence Wells,
founding rector. The day prior, the church filled with members
and friends to witness the ordination of the Rev. Richard Ross
Tarsitano, who has served at St. Michael’s as deacon-in-charge.
Tarsitano was ordained as a priest of Jesus Christ by the Most
Rev. Mark Haverland, archbishop of the Anglican Catholic
Church and the chief pastor for traditional Anglicans in the
Southeastern United States. Additionally, Tarsitano was named
as the priest-in-charge of St. Michael’s and offered his first Holy
Eucharist to communicants this past weekend under the guid-
ance of Haverland. Tarsitano, shown here, burns a copy of the
mortgage paperwork after worship on April 24.
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Cogongrass Treatment Cost-Share Pro-
gram, landowners can help stop the
spread of this harmful pest in Florida.”
Cogongrass is an invasive, non-
native grass that occurs in Florida and
several other southeastern states. Co-
gongrass infestations negatively affect
tree regeneration, growth and survival,
as well as wildlife habitat, native plant

Up For Adoption
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male
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diversity, forage quality and property val-
ues. They also increase the risk of wildfires
and alter fire behavior.

“Left untreated, invasive cogongrass
can spread quickly, causing long-term prob-
lems,” said State Forester Jim Karels. “In
addition to reducing the productivity and
value of forests and rangelands, it can
greatly increase the risk and severity of
wildfire.”

The Cogongrass Treatment Cost-Share
Program, which is supported through a
grant from the USDA Forest Service, is of-
fered for non-industrial private lands in all
Florida counties. It provides reimburse-
ment of 50 percent of the cost to treal co-
gongrass infestations with herbicide for two
consecutive years.

To obtain an application form or to learn
more about program requirements, contact
alocal Florida Forest Service county forest-
er or visit the Cogongrass Treatment Cost-
Share Program web page. All qualifying ap-
plications will be evaluated and ranked for
approval.

The Florida Forest Service, a division of
the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, manages more than
1 million acres of public forest land while
protecting homes, forestland and natu-
ral resources from the devastating effects
of wildfire on more than 26 million acres.
Learn more about the Florida Forest Ser-
vice.

Free food distribution Saturday
Orange Park — State Rep. Travis Cum-

mings (R-Orange Park) and State Sen. Rob

Bradley (R-Fleming Island) are sponsoring

a community food distribution in partner-
ship with Farm Share Inc.

Residents can go to First Baptist Church
of Orange Park, 1140 Kingsley Ave. on May
7 from 9 a.m.-noon Lo take part in a free
food and grocery distribution to Clay Co.
residents. Absolutely no income qualifica-
tion or screening required. First come,
first served. Assistance for physically-chal-
lenged citizens will be available.

For more information, contact Cum-
mings’ office at (904) 278-5761.

Health screenings coming

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The Florida
Department of Health in Clay County in
partnership with Clay County District
Schools, St. Vincent's Mobile Health Out-
reach Ministry and The Way Clinic will
be providing shots, school physicals, and
sports physicals at the following dates and
locations.

ejJuly
13 and 20,
the  back
to  school
event  will
be held at
the  Clay
Adult Edu-
cation Cen-
ter at Or-
ange Park
High School, 2306 Kingsley Ave., Orange
Park, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. School and
sports physicals, immunizations and certi-
fied Florida Shot immunization forms will
be provided.

eJuly 27 the back to school event will
be held at The Way Clinic, 479 Houston St.,
Green Cove Springs, from 10 a.m. until 4
p.m. School physicals, immunizations and
certified Florida Shot immunization forms
will be provided.

These events is a first come, first serve
basis. Parents or guardians must accompa-
ny the child. Bring your child’s most current
shot record, as immunizations cannot be
given without a shot record. Not all health
services will be provided at every location.
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business and appearance standards.

“We are looking at investing up to
$400.000 to upgrade the property, includ-
ing adding Wi-Fi throughout the park and
planning a privacy hedge blocking the resi-
dential view into the park. We will add an
amenity center and pool to the back side
of the office and turn the house into a bath
house and laundry facility for the campers.
These buildings are acres away from these
property lines and would be where most of
the campers would be concentrated at,”
Waldrop said.

The property at 3860 Doctors Lake
Drive includes two parcels, one 12-acre lot
that is currently a residential mobile home
park with six occupied homes, while the
second adjacent lot is four acres and in-
cludes a home, the mobile home park office
and a barn. At full use, the current mobile
home park has 57 sites for mobile home
hook-ups complete with power and water
and sewer service.

“We intend to use those same sites af-
ter the proper upgrades so there’ll be very
little change in that aspect. The property
also has three buildings, which we'll con-
tinue to use — the office, there’s a house
on the property and there’s also a barn on
the property. All three buildings need re-
pair and we intend to upgrade those three
buildings,” Waldrop said.

Like many projects that involve zoning
changes and neighborhoods, rumors begin
to circulate. One such rumor was that Wal-
drop planned to serve alcohol at the camp-
ground, as well as operale a convenience
store-type retail outlet. However, Zoning
Chief Chad Williams clarified at the May
2 meeting that saying “there is no alcohol
permit that has been applied for.”

Waldrop said he plans to become a
member of the Good Sam Network of
campgrounds and RV parks. According to
the Good Sam website, the organizations
reviews member parks and grades them
on cleanliness, amenities and appearance
much like an accreditation process.

“I want to be clear, especially to the
residents here, that we have no plans to
have any full-time RV'ers. We don't want
the situation —it's not where people are go-
ing to move in and live there properly. This
is as an RV park and will be s temporary
status. We will also have appearance stan-
dards before we will allow anyone to stay
in the park,” Waldrop said.

County Planning and Zoning staff rec-
ommended the proposal be denied on
grounds “that a commercial venture of this
type is not compatible with the surround-
ing area,” states a staff report. “This area
has developed as a mix of varying residen-
tial densities. Locating a campground in
this area of Clay County is not compatible
with the surrounding permanent, long-
term residential neighborhoods that have
been established here.”

Residents such as 20-year Admiral’s
Walk resident George Pate, pleaded with
commissioners to deny the application.
Pate said in the time he has lived here, it's

Doctors Lake Drive residents cited traffic concerns, including the incline on this entrance as an impediment to RVs being able to manuever the
already over-burdened oak-covered thoroughfare.

GRADFORD—

Legend
Subject Site
:| Parcel
Zoning
Zoning
AR AgriculturaResidential
B RE single-Family Residential
RMHP Residential Mobile Home Park

Rezoning: REZ-2016000003
Rezoning RB/RMHF to PS-2

Feet

The area labled RMHP is the 16-acre site fronting Doctors Lake Drive where a developer wants
to establish a campground and recreational vehicle park. Currently zoned single-family and
residential mobile home park, developers want to rezone it to a classification called PS-2,
which would allow a campground as a conditional use.

become obvious that Doctors Lake Drive is
over utilized.

“As many of you are keenly aware, Doc-
tors Lake Drive has now become Blanding
East, if you will, so for us, it’s incredibly
difficult for us to get in and out of our
neighborhood now. I can only imagine, es-
pecially now with the knowledge that the
campsite is going to be temporary in na-
ture for the campers only exacerbates the
traffic,” Pate said.

Planning Commission member Gayward
Hendry urged residents in attendance 1o
envision what will become of the property
if it is not rezoned to allow the campground
to be established. Hendry said the land will
become something that will impact traffic.

“I'm not saying that your arguments
were not well thought through, but you
need to think what this is going to be if it's

not going to be an RV park. Now, there are
other concerns obviously, but the traffic, I
think, overall, you'd be much more satis-
fied with an RV park than you would what
is going to be absolutely without a doubt
sometime in the future.”

When the public hearing closed, Plan-
ning Commission member Scott Westervelt
made the motion to accept the county
staff’s recommendation and deny the re-
zoning application, while member Marsha
Dumler seconded his motion. The applica-
tion was voted down 6-1, with newly-ap-
pointed member Richard Fain the lone no
vote. Now the proposal heads to the Board
of County Commissioners to debate at its
May 24 meeting as the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission is only an advisory board.
The BCC could approve or deny the appli-
cation despite the May 3 denial.

Ladies Fitness
Kick Tt Classl

Saturdays at 9am
Registration $50
Includes Boxing Gloves
and Hand Wraps!
Classes

consist of...
* Kicking & Punching
Techniques \_
* Bag & ‘ D/
Pad Work
* Cardio &
Strength
Training

3555 U.S.HWY 17, STE 15
FLEMING ISLAND
904-602-5500

championkenpo.com
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Camp Blanding: History buffs and hand grenades

Story and Photos by Luke Barber
oneltankmedia

GAMP BLANDING - “Welcome to Camp
Blanding,” a sign greeted at me as I ap-
proached what appeared to be an aban-
doned battlefield on the side of a paved
country road. A well-kept patch of grass
decorated with restored tanks, planes and
military-style humvees could be seen from
the road — badges of honor worn by the his-
toric National Guard training camp on the
edge of Clay and Bradford Counties near
Starke.

A building directly next to the display of
wartime vehicles houses an organized dis-
play of photographs, weapons, newspaper
articles, uniforms, medals and other mem-
orabilia, the bulk of which were collected
and preserved from WWII.

That building, the Camp Blanding Mu-
seum, is a nonprofit organization that was
opened by the Florida National Guard in
1991. The museum’s goal is to share infor-
mation about Camp Blanding and its para-
mount role in training soldiers — hundreds
of thousands of them — for combat since

1939.

Camp Blanding itself is situated on
72,000 acres of lush green, along the
shore of Kingsley Lake. To active and re-
tired military personnel, the camp offers
recreational opportunities such as camp-
ing, fishing and swimming. The museum,
which is open every day from noon to 4,
is free to enjoy. The wealth of knowledge
found in the museum is priceless.

Photographic displays cluster just
about every inch of the walls, with sup-
plemental descriptions of each artifact’s
purpose. There are always informed and
friendly volunteers on duty to open up a
dialogue with, such as front-desk greeter
and veteran Roger MacEwen.

“I retired from the Air Force,” MacE-
wen said. “The military was really good to
me. This is just one way I can give back.
It's particularly interesting because many,
many of the people we see here trained
here [during WWII]. They're in their nine-
ties now; they're truly the world's greatest
generation.”

One exhibit that piqued my curios-
ity was labeled “HALL OF HONOR.” This

* Demanded Ty
Grush Japs

During WWII, Camp Blanding played a pivotal role as one of the largest infantry training camps

in the country.
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Medals, guns, uniforms, photographs and other memorabilia provide visuals for stories and in-
formation shared by volunteers or placards.

display denoted Blanding-trained soldiers
who were awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor, the highest and most re-
spected military award.

Forty-seven infantrymen were recog-
nized and awarded after showing excep-
tional courage and problem-solving skills
in times of combat, all of them having slept
in Blanding’s barracks at one point or an-
other.

On the opposite side of the room, a faux
Nazi soldier was placed between a display
of various WWII weapons and an exhibit
labeled “WOMEN AT WAR,” which used the
iconic Rosie the Riveter flyer as a center-
piece.

Today, much of Bradford County is
economically tied to agriculture. Bul at
one point, in the years leading up to and
during WWII, the entire county was thriv-
ing in military-industrial-complex-fueled
prosperity following the opening of Camp
Blanding. At its peak, it had one of the
highest populations and largest hospitals
in Florida.

The camp was developed by Starrett
Bros. and Eken, a contracting company
that gained notoriety in the ‘30s for build-
ing the Empire State Building, the tallest
building in the world at that time.

Creating well over 20,000 civilian jobs,
the project cost was approximated at $36

mlay Electric Cooperat:ve, Inc.

Competitive rates, not-ﬁ)r-prof it,
right here in your community.

Keystone ¢ (352) 473-4917
Orange Park ¢ (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

million [totalling over $600 million in
2016] and was completed in 90 days. This
type of economic growth in preparation
for the war was pivotal in pulling America
from the throes of the Great Depression,
explained 20-year museum curator Greg
Parsons.

“[The construction workers] were
working three shifts a day, seven days a
week,” Parsons said. “Starrat Bros. and
Eken were offering two or three times the
current wage rate to get people here to
work.”

Camp Blanding, which covered around
30,000 acres at the time, was originally
used as a National Guard training camp,
but was federalized in 1940 and primar-
ily used by the U.S. Army to train infantry-
men.

It was a designated anti-Nazi prisoner
of war camp for German soldiers, the ma-
jority of which were captured in North Af-
rica. The number of German POWS kept at
Camp Blanding during WWII was approxi-
mated at 1,200.

“History is so important for young
people to know,” two-year volunteer Ferne
0’Quinn said. O'Quinn, a Jacksonville na-
tive, originally came to Camp Blanding to
research and trace her genealogy; her fa-
ther and uncle were WWII vets who trained
there.

Penney Farms Historical
Society

Kugene Hickey discusses what it was
like growing up after the time of Penney-
Gwinn Farms, Sept. 18 at 7 p.m., His-
torical Society of Penney Farms. Hear
the tales of childhood, school days and
later work at Shadowlawn Farms. Meet-
ing will be held at Town Hall, 4100 Clark
Ave.
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Orange Park motorcyclist dies in
crash

ORANGE PARK — The Florida Highway
patrol reports that an Orange Park died
Monday in a crash between a car and a
motorcyclist in the 800 block of Blanding
Boulevard.

According to the FHP, Joseph M. Ca-
nady, 36, was driving a 2005 Honda
GBR600 at 11 a.m. on May 2 at the en-
trance to the Walmart store when the
crash occurred.

Police said he was struck by a 2014
Chevrolet Malibu driven by Joann L. Car-
son, 84, of Middleburg. Canady was head-
ing north while Carson was heading south.

Police said Carson’s vehicle was at rest
in the left turn lane “waiting to turn left
into the entrance of Walmart™ while Ca-
nady’s vehicle was occupying the center
northbound lane behind an unknown ve-
hicle.

FHP said Canady maneuvered from the
center lane to the right lane prior to enter-
ing the intersection.

“Preliminary information indicates
[Carson’s] traffic signal was displaying a
solid green light and not a definitive left
turn arrow,” states the press release.

Carson turned directly into the path of
Canady’s vehicle and her vehicle continued
into the Walmart parking lot. Meanwhile,
Canady’s vehicle “came to an uncontrolled
final resting position™ in the center north-
bound lane.

Canady was transported to Orange
Park Medical Center where he was pro-
nounced dead.

Jax woman facing auto theft
charge, more

ORANGE PARK — What began as a tip
from a witness recently ended in the arrest
of a Jacksonville woman for grand theft
and drug possession charges.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to the All Starz Automotive park-
ing lot at 238 Blanding Blvd. on April 29 at

5:49 p.m. where they arrested Samantha
Denise Smith, 36, of Jacksonville.

“I observed that [
the Winn-Dixie gro-
cery cart had sev- |
eral purses inside |
it,” states the police
report.

According to the
report, a witness
told police that they
saw Smith several
items from a car in
the Winn-Dixie park-
ing lot adjacent to the automotive repair
shop and placing those items in a shopping
cart.

A search uncovered 67 Tramadol pills,
a glass pipe and a marijuana grinder. A
data search also found that the vehicle in
which Smith was traveling had been re-
ported stolen by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office.

Smith faces charges of grand theft auto,
possession of a controlled substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Samantha Smith

83-year-old man charged police
battery

FLEMING ISLAND — A Clay County man
faces charges of battery of a law enforce-
ment officer after an investigation.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Department
arrested Robert Roy
Pfenning, 83, on
May 1 on one count
of battery on a law
enforcement officer
who responded to a
disturbance at his
home on Fleming Is-
land.

After several
knocks at the front
door proved fruit-
less, officers went around to the back of
the house and saw Pfenning and the victim
inside the house. Officer’s told the victim to

Robert Phenning

Sgt. Eric Twisdale named Deputy of the Year

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - During a April 19 ceremony, Clay County Sheriff Rick Beseler honored
a quick-thinking sergeant for stopping two murder suspects last year. In May 2015, multiple
agencies from outside Clay County were engaged in a high-speed vehicle pursuit of murder

suspects headed towards Clay County. Sgt. Eric Twisdale was the
first supervisor on scene, took charge, directed units to block
routes and staged spots for the stop sticks. Twisdale assumed the
second vehicle position and took command of radio traffic. The
pursuit entered Green Cove Springs while the suspects drove reck-
lessly with no regard for the lives of other motorists. The suspects
were driving over medians and traveling in both the north and
south bound lanes. Twisdale requested permission to ram the
suspects’ vehicle to force them from the road before civilians were
injured or killed. When he did, the suspects’ vehicle spun and
came to a stop on the Governor’s Creek Bridge. Without thought
of his own safety, he approached the suspects’ vehicle, followed
by several other officers, and took the suspects safely into custody. [§
In this stressful life or death situation, his calm demeanor and
courage under pressure stopped two dangerous men before they
could harm anyone else; a true demonstration of exceptional

valor.

Sgt. Eric Twisdale

€0 1o the front door and were given permis-
sion to enter the house, according to the
police report.

The victim explained that Pfenning was
allegedly acting belligerent when he picked
up the victim’s cell phone and started slam-
ming it on her lunch tray, but that Pfenning
had not hurt her in any way.

As officer’s spoke with the victim, Pfen-
ning allegedly approached the front door
screaming obscenities at officers. Officers
explained that they were only there to
help, but when Pfenning did not comply to
multiple warnings to stop pushing officers,
the officer’s took ‘physical control” and took
Pfenning into custody, the report said.

Pfenning was transported to the Clay
County Jail.

Warrant brings man into Clay
County Jail

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — A Clay County
man faces robbery charges for a crime he
allegedly committed two months ago.

Adam  Anthony
Hall, 33, was trans-
ported  from the
Bradford County Jail
to the Clay County
Jail to face charges
here that were alleg-
edly committed on
March 5.

Hall allegedly
robbed the victim
on the 5000 block
of Lone Pine Trail by choking and striking
the victim. He then rummaged through the
victim’s pockets and found cash, a phone,
checks, and a credit card, which totaled

Adam Hall

Call Toll Free:

Rewards Un To $3.000

REMAIN ANONYMOUS

1-866-849-TIPS (8477)
www.fccrimestoppers.com

Paid for by the Florida Attorney General’s Office Crime Stoppers Trust Fund

approximately $361.

The victim was giving a ride to Hall and
one other defendants who also participat-
ed in the robbery. Hall allegedly reached
from the backseat of the vehicle and began
strangling the victim while the defendant
placed the car in park and removed the
keys from the ignition.

Hall is currently being held in the Clay
County Jail with a bond of $250,003.

Three men involved in armed
burglary

ORANGE PARK - Three men face charg-
es of armed home invasion following an
investigation by au-
thorities.

The Clay County
Sherriff’s office ar-
rested Jaime Em-
manuel  Martinez,

21, Douglas James
Grady, 26, and Bran-
don Michael Aponte,
19, all of Jackson-
ville, on April 29 at
6:45 p.m. after an
investigation found

Jaime Martinez

that they had broken
into an Orange Park
home on April 17
clad in black cloth-
ing, masks and guns.

According to the
| police report, the
| victim was lying on

‘8 the couch that night
| house sitting for her
daughter when she

Douglas Grady

SEE POLICE, 26
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heard a loud noise and saw two subjects
standing over her with a gun pointed at her
head. Neither two spoke, but the victim be-
lieves she allegedly recognized one of the
suspects as Martinez by the way he walked
and that she could see his eyes through
the mask, the report
said.

The victim knew
Martinez —as  the
half-brother of her
daughter's husband.
Martinez was the
only one of the three
that had a gun, the 3!
report said. -

The other sus-
pect that was not
standing over her
allegedly paced the room then took her
purse. The victim, believing that the sus-
pects had also taken her phone, walked to
a neighbor’s house to call 911.

The purse carried approximately $160
in cash, a ring, a credit card, several gift
cards, and the victim’s prescription, which
together totaled approximately $700.

The three were arrested following an
investigation from the Clay County Sher-
riff's Office, and are currently being held in
the Clay County Jail.

Brandon Aponte

Middleburg man arrested for
firearm discharge

MIDDLEBURG - A Clay County man
faces felony charges of firing a gun from a
vehicle within 1,000 feet of a person after
an investigation.

Officers from the Clay County Sherriff’s
Office arrested Justin Joseph Pope, 33, of
Middleburg, on April 30 at 9:45 p.m. after
an investigation revealed that he had al-
legedly discharged a firearm in response
o a verbal argument
with several victims
who were riding
four-wheelers on Ed
Burns Road in Mid
dleburg.

Pope contacted
the Sheriff’s Office
in response (0 the
argument. Pope al-
legedly stopped on
the roadway as the
victims tried to dis-
lodge a four-wheeler that was stuck in the
mud. The report said that Pope told them
they were not allowed to be on the road-
way.

Following an investigation by officers
who interviewed the victims involved in
the argument, officers with the Clay Coun-
ty Sherriff's Office gained probable cause
that Pope did willfully discharge a firearm
from his vehicle within 1,000 feet of a per-
son, the report said.

Pope was transported to Clay County
Jail without incident.

Justin Pope

RIME WATC

Thefts

5/03 miscellaneous HVAC electrical
equipment controllers were stolen from a
home on Pinto Road in Middleburg.

5/03 there was miscellaneous damage
and parts stolen from a moped and a bi-
cycle at a home on Arora Boulevard near
Orange Park.

5/03 a wakeboard was stolen from a
boat at a boat storage facility on Lakeshore
Drive on Fleming Island.

5/02 a cell phone was stolen from an
unattended backpack in Oakleaf High
School in Oakleaf Plantation.

5/026 a trailer was stolen from the
Home Depot parking lot on Branan Field
Road north of Middleburg.

5/01 miscellaneous personal and elec-
tronics items were stolen from an unat-
tended shopping cart at one of the Publix
Supermarkets on Blanding Boulevard in
Orange Park.

4/30 a pressure washer was stolen
from the yard at a Home on Greenbrier
Drive near Middleburg.

4/29 an unattended bag containing an
iPhone and other items was stolen from
the cafeteria at Oakleaf High School in
Oakleaf Plantation.

4/28 an unattended cell phone was
stolen from the self-checkout lane at the
Walmart on Branan Field Road north of
Middleburg.

4/28 an unattended cell phone left was
stolen from a shelf at Old Time Pottery on
Blanding Boulevard near Orange Park.

4/27 an unattended purse left on a ve-
hicle seat was stolen at the Walmart on
Branan Field Road north of Middleburg.

4/27 two bicycles were stolen from a
home on Golf Street in Keystone Heights.

4/27 an unattended cell phone was sto-
len from a classroom in the Oakleaf High
School in Oakleaf Plantation.

Burglary to Structures

5/03 miscellaneous major appliances
were stolen from a home under construc-

This is a weekly collection of crime reports from the Clay County
Sheriff’s Office Community Relations Unit meant to inform, educate
and generate community feedback. To receive these alerts via email,
go online to www.claysheriff.com, click on the Sharing Tree logo and
follow the instructions.

CCSO Contact Numbers

Main: 264-6512
Emergency: 911
Community Relations: 213-6114

tion on Glendale Lane in Oakleaf Planta-
tion.

5/03 miscellaneous appliances were
stolen from a home on Drysdale Drive in
Oakleaf Plantation.

5/03 the interior of the clubhouse build-
ing was damaged, defaced and ransacked
at the Ravines Golf and Country Club Club-
house on Ravines Road in Middleburg.

4/30 a bicycle was stolen from a
screened porch at a home on Carnation
Avenue in Middleburg.

4/29 tools were stolen from an unlocked
shed at a home on Crazy Horse Avenue in
Middleburg.

4/29 cabinets were disturbed in a va-
cant home on Bundy Lake Road in Key-
stone Heights. Nothing appeared to be
missing from the home.

4/28 items were stolen from a portable
class room at Ridgeview High on Madison
Avenue south of Orange Park.

4/28 fishing poles, tools and other
household items were stolen from a home
on Old Dine Field Road in Middleburg.

4/27 appliances were stolen from a
home under construction on Great Falls
Loop in Middleburg.

4/26 miscellaneous laundry equipment
was stolen from a home on Quail Lane in
Keystone Heights.

Burglary to Autos

5/02 miscellaneous personal items
were stolen from an unlocked vehicle at a
home on Sandlewood Circle near Orange
Park.

5/02 glass damage and accessary
equipment was stolen off a vehicle at a
home on Wilderness Gircle in Middleburg.

5/02 a firearm was stolen from a ve-
hicle that was parked overnight at a home
on County Road 315C in Keystone Heights.

5/02 miscellaneous personal and elec-
tronic items were stolen from ransacked
vehicle on Wells Road in Orange Park.

5/01 miscellaneous personal items
were stolen from an unlocked ransacked

vehicle at a home on Biloxi Trail north of
Middleburg.

4/28 electronics items were stolen from
an unlocked vehicle at a home on Summer-
brook Drive north of Middleburg.

4/26 miscellaneous personal items
were stolen from an unlocked vehicle at a
home on Crane Hill Court in Oakleaf Plan-
tation.

4/26 miscellaneous construction items
were stolen from two vehicles at a home
on Plantation Oaks Boulevard in Oakleaf
Plantation.

4/25 personal items were stolen from
a vehicle at Hitchcock's Food Way on State
Road 100 in Keystone Heights.

Criminal Mischief

5/02 there was glass damage o a vehi-
cle at a home on Peppertree Drive north of
Middleburg. 5/02 vehicles tires were dam-
aged at a home on Thomas Lynch Court
west of Orange Park.

5/01 there was glass damage to a ve-
hicle parked at a home on Spencer Planta-
tion Blvd in Orange Park.

4/29 a vehicle was damaged at a home
on Gatling Boulevard near Orange Park.

4/29 an office window was broken at
Oakleaf High School in Oakleaf Plantation.

4/28 gralffiti was spray painted on the
roadway in front of a home on Appaloosa
Road in Middleburg.

4/26 a vehicle suffered tire damage at a
home on Blairmore Boulevard near Orange
Park.

4/25 there was smoke damage (0 a
mailbox at a home on Citation Drive in
Lake Asbury.

4/25 the body of a vehicle was damaged
at a home on Berta Place in Lake Asbury.

4/25 the body of a vehicle was damaged
at a home on Royal Pointe Drive in Lake
Asbury.

2/27 the driveway was defaced at a
Home on Vineland Circle on Fleming Is-
land.

Arrests & Bookings

Tuesday, May 3

Adams, Jason, 36, Middleburg, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Cartwright, Jonathan, 32, Green Cove
Springs, CCSO, Attempting to Defraud a
Financial Institution

Darling, Matthew, 40, Orange Park, CCSO,
FTA - DWLSR

Dielmann, Traci, 48, Middleburg, Judge,
Two Counts of DWLSR, Duty Upon Damag-
ing Unattended Vehicle In a Crash, Leaving
the Scene of a Crash Involving Damage

Evans, Devon, 20, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Farhat, Ahmad, 28, Orange Park, CCSO,
Petit Theft

Floyd, Larry, 44, Orange Park, CCSO, Vio-
late Probation - Community Control

Harris, Reginald, 24, Orange Park, CCSO,
VOP - Felony Battery

Holmes, Roderickceia, 19, Orange Park,
CCSO, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Poole, Matthew, 18, Orange Park, CCSQ,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Rasmus, Theron, 36, Keystone Heights,
CCSO, DWLSR

Sawyer, Wellington, 24, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Smith, Cody, 23, Jacksonville, CCSO, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Thomas, Justin, 22, Hampton, Fla., CCSO,

VOP - Disorderly Intoxication

Tower, Leann, 23, Fleming Island, CCSO,
Failure to Appear for Court

White, Mary Margret, 26, Orange Park,
CCSO, Two Counts of Domestic Battery

Woods, William, 25, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Attempting to Defraud Financial
Institution

Wynn, Tiffany, 36, St. Augustine, CCSO,
Retail Theft $300 or More

Monday, May

Archer, Logan, 19, St. George, Ga., OPPD,
Failure to Appear for Court

Aulthouse, Ronald, 44, Middleburg, OPPD,

SEE ARRESTS, 27
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Two Counts of Possession of a Controlled
Substance, DUI, Possession of Not More Than
20 g. Cannabis

Barnes, Jessica, 31, Jacksonville Beach,
OPPD, Possession of Not More Than 20 g.
Cannabis

Burmeister, Jeremy, 30, Orange Park,
CCSO, VOP - Possession of a Controlled
Substance

Clements, Stacie, 37, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Fugitive Warrant

Collins, Buddy, 47, Middleburg, CCSO,
Failure to Appear for Court

Colwart, Daniel, 32, Slidel, La., CCSO,
Possession of a Controlled Substance With
Intent to Sell, Purchase, Manufacture

Cunningham, Penny, 50, Orange Park,
CCSO, VOP - Battery On Emergency Medical
Technician, VOP - Battery On Person Over 65

Dudley, Kristofer, 27, Green Cove Springs,
CCSQO, Violating an Injunction for an Unlawful
Threat, Simple Battery

Flowers, Quajuan, 21, Jacksonville, CCSO,
FTA - No Attached License Plate

Fulton, Isaac, 32, Fort Lauderdale, CCSO,
FTA - DWLSR, Giving False Name

James, Gregory, 33, St. Augustine, CCSO,
VOP - Domestic Battery

Juvenile, 15, CCSO, Petit Theft

Juvenile, 15, CCSO, Petit Theft

Juvenile, 14, CCSO, Alcohol Beverage Pos-
session By Underage Person

Juvenile, 17, CCSO, Having Firearm On
School Property, Grand Theft Of Firearm

Lindsey, Jamall, 21, Orange Park, CCSO,
DUI, Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Can-
nabis

McDade, Jerri, 58, St. Augustine, CCSO,
Burglary, Grand Theft $300-4,999, Trespassing

Reyes, Bidkart, 40, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, FTA - Battery On An Officer

Sharp, Donald, 18, Orange Park, CCSO,
Violate Probation - Community Control

Thomas, Clarissa, 22, Middleburg, CCSO,
Dealing Stolen Property

Thompson, Michelle, 35, Jacksonville,
CCSO, Two Counts of VOP - Burglary

Torres, Rafael, 20, Orange Park, CCSO,
Violate Probation - Community Control

Triche, Leslie, 56, Orange Park, CCSO,
VOP - Attempted Capital Sexual Battery On a
Child Under Age 12

Wilber, Meghan, 28, Middleburg, CCSO,
Petit Theft, Fraudulently Attempting to Ob-
tain Controlled Substance

Williams, Maurice, 21, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Sunday, May 1

Brandies, Prisila, 38, Keystone Heights,
CCSO, Domestic Battery

Davitt, Thomas, 55, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Assault On Officer or Firefighter, Resisting an
Officer Dennison, Elsalynn, 25, Green Cove
Springs, GCSPD, DUI With Damage Property,
Possession of of a Controlled Substance

Evans, Anna, 50, Orange Park, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Ferguson, Ashle, 32, Middleburg, CCSQO,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Possession
of a Controlled Substance, Possession of a
Harmful New Legend Drug

Flaherty, Amanda, 18, Orange Park, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Garcia, Giancarlo, 21, Forestville, Md.,
CCSO, VOP - DWLSR, VOP - Battery

Grimes, Gregory, 24, Tifton, Ga., GFC, Fugi-
tive From Justice

Karpf, Zachary, 32, Orange Park, CCSO,
Giving False Info to a Pawn Broker, Disorderly
Intoxication

Lyon, Grace, 48, Middleburg, OPPD, Tres-
passing, Resisting an Officer

Moore, Olondo, 33, Orange Park, CCSO,
FTA - DWLSR

Noble, Michael, 64, Orange Park, OPPD,
Criminal Mischief

Pfenning, Robert, 83, Fleming Island,
CCSO, Battery On Law Enforcement Officer

Ramey, Shellie, 19, Jacksonville, OPPD,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Ruiz, Brandon, 28, Jackonville, CCSO, Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance, Possession
of Drug Paraphernalia, DWLSR

Sasser, Rebecca, 43, Orange Park, CCSO,
Petit Theft, Trespassing

Skelton, Alexis, 18, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Saturday, May 30

Akim, Curtiss, 43, Fleming Island, CCSO,
Simple Battery

Bailey, James, 25, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Aggravated Battery, Domestic Battery

Buben, Derek, 24, Orlando, CCSO, DUI
With Damage Property

Edge, Austin, 21, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, DUI

Ellis, James, 29, Green Cove Springs, CCSO,
Petit Theft, DWLSR

Garcia, David, 31, Jacksonville, OPPD, FTA -
Resisting an Officer

Garza, Chandler, 20, Orange Park, OPPD,
Alcohol Beverage Possession By Under Age
Person Gheen, Carl, 47, Mims, Fla., CCSO, Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance

Hall, Vicki, 54, Jacksonville, CCSO, Retail
Theft $300 or More, Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance

Hoyle, Nathan, 18, Orange Park, Burglary

Juvenile, 15, CCSO, Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia, Possession of Not More Than
20 g. Cannabis

Juvenile, 17, CCSO, Burglary

Kelly, Colburn, 38, Orange Park, CCSO,
Trafficking Morphine, Trafficking Cocaine,
Trafficking Illegal Drugs, Three Counts of Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance, Trafficking
Cocaine

McDonald, Jacob, 24, Orange Park, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cananis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Moore, Olondo, 33, Orange Park, CCSQO,
DWLSR, Non-Support

Old, John, 40, Fleming Island, CCSQ,
DWLSR

Pope, Justin, 33, Middleburg, CCSO, Dis-
charging Firearm From Vehicle

Rosado, Ralph, 35, Orange Park, CCSO,
Trespassing, Resisting an Officer

Smith, Kendra, 27, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Battery

Sumner, Joshua, 29, Middleburg, CCSO,
Violate Probation - Community Control

Szortyka, Kevin, 51, Jacksonville, CCSO,
DWLSR

Tinney, Jalamb, 25, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Battery

Webb, Paul, 31, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Possession of Not More Than 20 g.
Cannabis

White, Reginia, 46, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Domestic Battery

Friday, April 29

Aponte, Brandon, 19, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Home Invasion With Weapon

Boyle, Megan, 24, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, VOP - Burglary

Brailey, Daniel, 27, St. Augustine, CCSO,
Two Counts of FTA - DWLSR

Dolan, Mary, 45, Keystone Heights, CCSO,
Petit Theft, Resisting Arrest During Theft

Doster, John, 28, Middleburg, Petit Theft

Fairbanks, Charles, 46, Jacksonville, CCSO,
VOP - Lewd and Lascivious Molestation

Fordham, Rachael, 22, Orange Park, CCSO,
FTA - False Imprisonment

Garrett, Jennifer, 26, Orange Park, CCSO,
Retail Theft $300 or More

Grady, Douglas, 26, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Home Invasion With Weapon

Gray, Taylor, 24, Ocklawaha, Fla., CCSO,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Possession
of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Gunter, Joe, 47, Orange Park, CCSO, Leav-
ing the Scene of a Crash Involving Damage,
DWLSR

Gyurik, Nikki, 35, Orange Park, CCSO,
Robbery-Unarmed

Hall, Adam, 33, Green Cove Springs, CCSO,

Robbery-Unarmed

Hodges, Milton, 24, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Two Counts of Robbery-Armed(Other
Than Firearm)

Hutchinson, Gregory, 39, Orange Park,
CCSO, Non-Support

Johnson, Ronald, 60, Green Cove Springs,
GCSPD, Aggravated Assault With Intent to
Commit a Felony, Aggravated Assault On a
Law Enforcement Officer, Simple Battery

Makhlouf, Hadi, 24, Orange Park, CCSO,
Battery

Martinez, Jaime, 21, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Home Invasion With Weapon

Miller, Michael, 50, Middleburg, CCSO, DUI

Shelton, Elizabeth, 21, Orange Park, CCSO,
Simple Battery

Smith, Garry, 27, Jacksonville, CCSO, FTA
- DWLSR

Smith, Samantha, 36, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Grand Theft Auto, Possession of a Controlled
Substance, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Spicer, Amy, 31, Middleburg, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Thomas, Clarissa, 22, Orange Park, CCSQO,
Retail Theft $300

Thomas, Wayne, 44, Lake City, Fla., CCSO,
Non-Support

Wiley, James, 51, Jacksonville CCSO, Two
Counts of DWLSR, VOP - DUI

Thursday, April 28

Alston, Joseph, 27, Starke, Fla., CCSO, Petit
Theft

Battle, Rashad, 27, Jacksonville, CCSO, VOP
- Grand Theft

Bellamy, Clifford, 50, Orange Park, FHP,
Possession of a Controlled Substance

Blount, Freddie, 26, Green Cove Springs,
OPPD, Two Counts of Possession of a Con-
trolled, DWLSR

Brailey, Daniel, 27, St. Augustine, OPPD,
DWLSR

Daniels, Emory, 23, Lake Butler, Fla., CCSO,
Uttering a Forged Instrument, Grand Theft
$300-4,999, Burglary, Petit Theft

Dwyer, Tonya, 48, Orange Park, OPPD, Bat-
tery On Elderly

Fuqua, Donteria, 25, Palatka, Fla., CCSO,
VOP - Aggravted Battery On a Pregnant
Feamle

Hilbrand, Cody, 30, Middleburg, CCSO,
Possession of Methamphetamine With Intent
to Sell or Manufacture

Isenberg, April, 32, Middleburg, CCSO,
Child Abuse or Neglect

Johnson, Kieron, 19, Orange Park, CCSO,
Petit Theft

Juvenile, 16, CCSO, Possession of Not
More Than 20 g. Cannabi

Juvenile, 15, CCSO, Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Possession of Not More
Than 20 g. Cannabis, Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia

Juvenile, 16, CCSO, Petit Theft

Korey, Taylor, 18, Green Cove Springs,
CCSO, Petit Theft

Mark, Kathleen, 49, Manning, S.C., CCSO,
Child Neglect

Matthews, George, 53, Orange Park, CCSO,
Driving Without a License

Mattingly, Casey, 31, Lake Butler, Fla,,
CCSO, FTA — DWLSR, Non-Support

Mazzarella, Calogero, 20, Orange Park,
CCSQO, Possession of Not More Than 20 g.
Cannabis

McKnight, Felicia, 30, Silver Spring, Md.,
CCSO, Violate Probation - Community Con-
trol

Meszaros, Marissa, 26, Jacksonville, CCSO,
VOP - Possession of a Controlled Substance
Morris, Bryan, 27, Middleburg, CCSO, Child
Abuse

Murray, Gale, 39, Raiford, Fla., CCSO, VOP -
Aggravated Stalking

Resende, Rafael, 30, Jacksonville, CCSO,
FTA - DWLSR

Tong, Kenneth, 32, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Writ of Attachment

Wednesday, April 27

Abel, Charles, 45, Orange Park, OPPD, FTA-
Felony Battery

Adams, Scott, 60, Jacksonville, CCSO, DUI,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Blair, Kristian, 21, Middleburg, CCSO,
Grand Theft $300-4,999

Bradley, Tracey, 21, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Chun, Jack, 23, Orange Park, CCSO, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Possession
of a Controlled Substance

Crews, Darrell, 30, Brooker, Fla., CCSO,
Dealing Stolen Property, Grand Theft

Dasher, Brandi, 23, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Leaving the Scene of a Crash Involving Dam-
age

Duhart, Rahien, 23, Jacksonville, OPPD,
Battery

Flack, David, 46, Middleburg, CCSO, Petit
Theft

Gowan, Alexandra, 26, Middleburg, CCSO,
VOP - Grand Theft

Irace, Jeffry, 18, Middleburg, CCSO, Pos-
session of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Jackson, Bert, 41, Orange Park, CCSQO,
Simple Battery

James, Devante, 20, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis,
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Jesus, Randy, 53, Davie, Fla,, CCSO, Tres-
passing, Disorderly Conduct

Johnson, Peter, 41, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Violate Probation - Community Control

Juvenile, 17, CCSO, Simple Domestic
Battery
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of Drug Paraphernalia
rrasts Rummel, Gary, 29, Orange Park, CCSO,

Non-Support

from page 217
Shaffner, Charles, 57, Jacksonville, CCSO,
Juvenile, 15, CCSO, Simple Domestic Simple Domestic Battery
Battery Smirl, Charla, 47, Ocala, Fla., CCSO, Use of
Manning, Priscilla, 48, Ocala, Fla., CCSO, False ID
Grand Theft Vila, Carlos, 29, Orange Park, OPPD, Pos-
Messer, Donald, 32, Middleburg, CCSO, session of a Controlled Substance, Resisting

Violating Conditions of Pre-Trial Release, Pos-  an Officer
session of a Controlled Substance, Possession

Pitching in for Earth Day
MIDDLEBURG — Members of the Middleburg Black Creek Lions Club supported the environment
with an Earth Day Project of planting milkweed to encourage and sustain the Monarch Butterfly.
Much of the wild Milkweed plants are destroyed when fields are treated with poison to kill
weeds. Milkweed provides food for the Monarch and is its favorite plant to lay its eggs. Shown
left to right are Lions Bebe Mathis, Marla Honekman, TimScott, Mary Jo Connor with friend Liz
Back. The club meets at Cedar River Seafood in Middleburg on the second and fourth Tuesdays
at noon. For information call (904) 254-7891.
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Adventise with us and get

When your doctor says
you need back or neck surgery,

you need a qualified

W 4.95% B

surgeon with experience.
[ =8 FIXED INTEREST RATE

* Shorter Surgeries * Smaller Incisions * Quicker Recoveries

Mark A. Spatola, M.D., FA.A.N.S. | R j 1L

Board Certified in Neurological Surgery 1440 Kingsley Ave. (904) 541-3000 FIRSTATLANTIC BANK

Serving Clay County and North Florida since 1988 794 Blanding Blvd. (904) 272-2265 FirstAtlanticBank.com
OVER 10,000 PROCEDURES PERFORMED
° Microsco ic Procedures UGHSTON EXPERIENCE PERSONAL CARE WITH HUGHSTON IN
’ CLINIC FLEMING ISLAND

* Minimally Invasive Surgery for Lumbar & Cervical Disc Herniations
* Spinal Decompression for Stenosis & Spondylosis

* Coflex Fixation, alternative to Lumbar Fusion The Hughston Clinic welcomes a new ‘ William E. Neway I1l, DO
R Sp|n0| Cord STImulal‘OI' |mp|0nTS for chromc pGIn member to our orthopaedic team Orthopaedic Spine Surgeon

Research . Education . Treatment

Dr. Neway is a board certified orthopaedic surgeon who specializes in the
treatment of complex spine problems.

Dr.Neway’s main area of interest is in applying minimally invasive techniques
to complex spinal problems that have traditionally been treatable only with
open spinal surgery. Dr. Neway’s other areas of interest include degenerative
spine disease, spinal tumors, deformity correction, and discogenic pain.

Orange Park Neurosurgery
2021 Kingsley Ave., Suite 101

(904) 276-3376

www.orangeparkneurosurgery.com

Welcoming New Patients

Patients seen for neurosurgery consultations > & Hughston Clinic - 4689 Highway 17, Suite 11 - Fleming Island, FL 32003
and second opinions by doctor referral Mark A. Spatola, M.D., FA.AN.S. 904-975-9753 - www.hughston. com
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Class 2A state track

Louis-Charles, Carey
stay under track radar

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Ridgeview High field
event specialists Cra'Sean Carey and Mo-
zart Louis-Charles both know that they will
not be considered favorites for Friday's
Class 2A track and field championships in
Bradenton and that's okay for both.

"When the other guys start to warm up
and they see me get into the ring and take
my tosses, they look al me as no threat,"
said Louis-Charles who finished fourth in
the region 1-2A shot put to advance. "I'm
not the big, tall guy that can just throw the
shot 50 feet, but I concentrate on tech-
nique and power."

For Louis-Charles, the probable small-
est tree in a forest of six-feet-four or five
inch, 270-310 pound shotputters, the size
difference is a mental advantage rather
than something to worry about.

"I'm faster across the circle and if I hit
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my technique right, I explode," said Louis-
Charles, who advanced to last year's re-
gion 1-3A championships but finished fifth
t0 negate a state meet invite (top four ad-
vance). "Staying low is very important and
gives me more explosion."

Louis-Charles also competes in football
and weighlifting at Ridgeview and thought
the transition from season to season has
pros and cons.

"I'm stronger and agile from football
and weightlifting, but I lose technique by
not throwing the shot all year," said Lou-
is-Charles, who has entertained football
scholarship talk, but would like to continue
with track in college. "I'm getting small col-
lege interest for football, but I'm waiting
for track. A good showing Friday will help
that."

For Carey, the return to the state meet
in Class 2A (12th in Class 3A last year in
shot put with 33'-11" put) is a chance to

SEE TRACK, 37

University of Georgia offensive tackle John Theus, a Pace Island resident, was drafted by the
San Francisco 49ers in the 2016 NFL draft. Theus was drafted 145th in the fifth round. Theus
played high school ball at the Bolles School in Jacksonville.
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State-bound pair

Ridgeview High shotputters Cra’Sean Carey, left, and Mozart Louis-Charles will be setting their
goals for personal bests and gold medals at the Class 2A track and field championships on Fri.,
May 6 in Bradenton.
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Orange Park High flag football quarterback Harlee Sharp eyeballs wideout Gianni Ruemmeley
in Raiders 26-13 district 4-1A win over Westside on April 27. See more, page 34.
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COME IN AND VISIT YOUR
RUNNING HEADQUARTERS

THE BEST SELECTION OF RUNNING

SHOES, APPAREL & ACCESSORIES IN
NORTHEAST FLORIDA
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Raiders show spunk

‘Mac’ looks for melding of minds

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Orange Park High football
has some new faces and some new philos-
ophies with new coach Tom Macpherson
taking over, but the wily veteran saw Sat-
urday's first day of pads as a day to put the
Raiders' program on solid footing by get-
ting everyone on the same page.
"Obviously, we have a long way 10 go 1o
trying to completely change offensive theo-
ries to go from an old smashmouth, gap

game that Orange Park had for years to
getling Lo passes out in space, more inside
outside stuff," said Macpherson. "We are a
long way from good, but it has become way
better day by day."

Macpherson opened Saturday's first
day of pads with a newer version of the old
"Oklahoma" drill that traditionally pits one
player against another in a head-to-head
slugfest of sorts that tests two things for
coaches; desire and ability.

With a new line setup of three lines

New head coach Tom Macpherson barks signals at first practice with pads on Sat., April 30 as
the Orange Park High Raiders look to get back to winning games and titles.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Orange Park linebacker Kris Thomas was looking sharp in early 2015 when a knee injury ended
his season. In early 2016, Thomas looks as agile and hard-hitting for the new season.

of ball carriers, offensive line person-
nel, linebackers and a safety engaging in
a straight up frontal assault to move the
ball in a straight line, the Raiders pitted
the near-game scenario of a running back,
following an offensive line attack with a de-
fensive lineman battling and a linebacker
and safety pursuing replacing the usual
one-on-one drill.

"We want to see how man guys keep-

ing jumping into the drill first to see who
wants to really get in there and battle,"
said Macpherson. "It's a little sloppy be-
cause the coaches and players have to un-
derstand the drill's purpose and be able to
execute fundamental skills. Once the drill
gets rolling, a guy can keep jumping in to
compete. That's what we want to see."

SEE RAIDERS, 36

Wilson rumbles in
Blue Devil Scrimmage

Cliff Avril visits CHS

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Seattle Seahawks
defensive end Cliff Avril, a Clay High grad-
uate, had one question on his mind after
watching the 2016 version of his Blue Dev-
ils football team at Saturday's first day of
pads scrimmage after the annual pancake
fundraiser breakfast.

"I asked the coaches,'Were we that big
when [ played?" said Avril. "You can see
the potential here. It's important to see
consistent play and keeping blocks off of
you. That number three (Colin Wilson) is
impressive and can make good things hap-
pen."

Avril, about the same size as Wilson,
liked hearing about Wilson's strong work
ethic and football skills was optimistic for
the Blue Devils upcoming season.

"When I first saw him, I thought he was
pretty thick" said Avril. "He's a humble Kid.
I'd like to make it back out here over the

summer and get my Clay scouting report.
Go Blue!!"

Avril finished the 2015 season with the
Seahawks with 47 tackles and eight sacks
with seven passes defended. In his three
seasons as a Seahawk after entering the
National Football League with the De-
troit Lions, Avril has one Super Bowl ring
(2013) where he scored in the first eight
seconds of the game with a safety on Den-
ver Bronco quarterback Peyton Manning;
still an NFL record for fastest score in Su-
per Bowl history.

"I'm back training for June minicamp,"
said Avril. "I'm back up to about 100 per-
cent. It takes a while to recover from a long
NFL season."

In Saturday's scrimmage, Wilson was
impressive in his ball carrying duties with

SEE DEVILS, 36

Clay High grad and NFL Seattle Seahawk
defensive end Cliff Avril was on hand for
Saturday’s scrimmage at Clay High School.
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Gators 2, Cougars 0

Moylan gels
Lakeside a title

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Lakeside Junior High
baseball coach Patrick "Doc" Moylan
seemed a bit overwhelmed after his Gator
baseball team got two diving stabs from
shortstop Calvin Gunsaulus to close out
a 2-0 championship win over Green Cove
Springs Junior High in Thursday's North-
east Florida Athletic Conference champi-
onship tournament at Lakeside Junior High
School.

"I'm just getting old and things like this
team are just a great bunch of kids that
came back and took my prodding all sea-
son to accomplish this championship," said
Moylan, in his 17th year on and off at Lake-
side. "It's baseball and kids will respond to
coaching, directions and rules. They want
it."

Against the Cougars, who held a 10-1
record prior to the final, Lakeside struck
first in the second inning with timely baser-
unning after a walk to Sammy Kondroik and
a single by Justin Lebesch that seemed to
befuddle the Cougar defense. Baserunner
Bryson White, in for Kondroik, the Lake-
side catcher, stole second and got to third
on Lebesch's hit, but was nailed at home
plate by a cannon throw from Green Cove
left fielder Dan Dudones, also a pitcher.

Lakeside first scored off a suicide

Green Cove Springs Drew Homitz sets
a striking pose while delivering against
Lakeside Junior High School.

Lakeside pitcher Ryan Dickey takes a peek at
Green Cove Springs baserunner at first base.

Lakeside Junior High baseball players put a dog pile on the pitchers mound after final out of
Gators 2-0 win in North East Florida Athletic Conference championship game.

$1.00 Off

p— MARGARITA MONDAY
$3.00 Margaritas

BURRITO WEDNESDAYS

Burrito Special
or Quesadilla Rellena

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Lakeside coach Patrick “Doc” Moylan holds NEFAC trophy after 2-0 win over Green Cove

Springs.

squeeze bunt and steal from Lebesch then
scored on a double over Dudones' head in
left field by Sean Parrish.

In the bottom of the second inning,
Green Cove got to Lakeside pitcher Ryan
Dickey who walked Ben Creswell. The
Gator defense struck with Creswell get-
ting nailed at second off a fielder's choice
grounder from Cooper Belcher. Lakeside
ended the threat with a caught foul ball by
Cougar hitter Wyatt Root.

Lake Asbury switched pitchers from
Drew Homitz to Creswell in the top of the
third got three outs; one a tag at third after
a walk to Cameron Brocks.

Neither team could generate any of-
fensive threats until the sixth inning when
Lakeside's Max Dale walked and Parrish
singled, but Dale was tagged out at third
and Connor Fields struck out.

In the bottom of the sixth, Moylan pulled
a little bit of gamesmanship with Green

Cove getting a double from Carson Grimm
10 set up a possible game-tying situation,
but, according to Moylan, Gunsaulus sug-
gested a pickoff play in a timeout huddle on
the pitcher's mound.

"It wasn't my idea, but Calvin said their
guy was leaning and we could nail him,"
said Moylan. "I love my guys when they
want to take the risk."

Gunsaulus executed the pickoff to a
very surprised Cougar dugout.

In the bottom of the seventh, with Green
Cove nearly getting two hard liners past
Gunsaulus, the fast-moving fielder went
airborne twice to snag two outs both hits
for outs and take the air out of the Cougars
sails.

"I was just making plays," said Gunsau-
lus, an eighth grader. "Coach Doc taught us
to love the game."

Lakeside infielder Alex Oakes puts tag on Green Cove Springs baserunner Cooper Belcher in
early inning out of NEFAC championship game won 2-0 by Gators.

Delicious Tradifional Mexican Cuisine

LA NOPBLERH
m

¥ | Authentic Mexlcan Restaurant

2004 Kingsley Ave. » Orange Park, FL » 276-2776
1571 - 100 CR 200 » Fleming [sland, Fl e
9734 Crosshill Blvd.

WWW.LANOPJAX.COM

215-2223

Oakleaf Plantation, Fl « 908-4250
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Region 1-6A baseball

Ridgeview record
season ends

By Mike Zima
Correspondent

JACKSONVILLE — Terry Parker High bas-
erunner Terry Mims crossed the plate on
a throwing error to cap a two-out, five-run
rally in the bottom of the seventh inning,
lifting Terry Parker to a wild 10-9 Region
1-6A semifinal victory over visiting Rid-
geview Tuesday night, ending the Panthers’
most successful season ever in heartbreak-
ing fashion.

Ridgeview was on the verge of hosting
a regional final next week until a 9-3 lead
unraveled in the final two innings.

“It hurts to have a lead that big and
not be able to close it out,” said Ridgeview
second-year coach John Sgromolo. “Maybe
our youth showed up at the end.”

The Panthers started only one senior,
second baseman Christian Draper, but
early in the game it was the Braves whose
nerves got the best of them. The Panthers
took advantage of four Parker errors and
uncharacteristic wildness by Parker start-
er Tyler Naumann to build a 6-0 lead after
two innings.

Naumann, who entered with a perfect
12-0 record to top North Florida high
schoolers in wins, walked two batters in

the first inning, when Ridgeview scored
three times without hitting a ball out of the
infield. An infield hit by Panthers catcher
T.J. Oliveira and a bunt single by Garrett
Barfield plated Yamil Tosado, who had
walked. The next batter, Tyler Robison, hit
a ground ball to that third baseman Tyler
Rourke fielded in foul territory. Believing
the ball was foul, Rourke hesitated, and
when he realized the umpire had ruled
the ball fair, hurried a throw which sailed
into right field, allowing Oliveira to score.
Barfield later scored on a wild pitch.

Tosado and Oliveira scored again in
the second inning, after Carlos Gonzalez
reached on an error and scored on a wild
throw by Braves right fielder Kyle Kauff-
man. Oliveira was Ridgeview's hitting star,
going two for four with three runs scored.

“Oliveira is one of North Florida’'s best
catchers,” said Sgromolo. “He hits, and he
blocks every low ball.”

But the Panthers could not hold the
lead forged by the offense and protected by
starter Tyler Robison, who pitched effec-
tively in limiting the Braves to three runs
over five innings. Occasionally

SEE SEASON, 41

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Ridgeview High pitcher Tyler Robison and catcher T.J. Oliveira nearly pulled off an upset of epic
proportions after pulling to an 8-2 lead over Terry Parker in the Panthers’ region 1-6A semifinal,
but Terry Parker rallied behind a throwing error with bases loaded in the seventh inning to win

10-9 and end Ridgeview’s best ever season.

Region 1-8A baseball

Oakleaf bombed
in region semifinals

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

JACKSONVILLE — Oakleaf High's baseball
team hoped to repeat their 2015 playoff
run with a region finals berth, but Atlantic
Coast High was having no part of it as the
Stingrays bashed pitcher after pitcher to
the tune of an eight-run third inning and a
10-0 five inning region semifinal win Tues-
day night in Jacksonville. Oakleaf finishes
at 15-9 overall while Atlantic Coast contin-
ues to the region final against Ocala For-
est, a 7-3 winner over Strawberry Crest
High, the same school that defeated the
Oakleaf High softball team just five days
ago in that region 1-8A final.

Atlantic Coast, in its third defeat of the
Knights this season, hammered home their
intent to quickly dispose of starting pitcher
Will Pillsbury who got hit with two singles
and a run-scoring double in the first inning
with a fly ball to the centerfield fence giv-
ing the Stingrays an early 2-0 lead.

Oakleaf looked to gain back some mo-

mentum with Chris Mauloni walking and
Brady Shuey sneaking a grounder through
the shortstop hole. Mauloni overran sec-
ond base on the play and was tagged out
at third to leave Shuey stranded with two
groundouts ending the inning.

Pillsbury limited Atlantic Coast to two
singles on two high-chop grounders before
stalling the offensive push with a strikeout
and two flyouts.

Oakleaf failed to score in their ensu-
ing at bats and the fast turnover of innings
sel up a disastrous third inning that saw
Oakleaf coach Chris Lannom switch in
two pitchers as the Stingrays nearly rifled
their batting lineup twice to go up 10-0 off
a single, a walk, a hit batter and a single
to score the game 3-0 before Shuey was
installed to relieve Pillsbury. Shuey would
walk his first batter for a 4-0 score. A
single over second base scored the game
5-0. With bases loaded and one out, Shuey
walked in a run then got slammed with
a bases-clearing triple that reached the

Oakleaf High relief pitcher Chris Mauloni entered the Knights'region 1-8A semifinal contest
with the odds against him and dethrottled an explosive Atlantic Coast night in the batter’s box,
but the Knights offense could not generate a run in the 10-0 loss Tuesday night.

outfield fence to put the score at 9-0. At-
lantic Coast got to 10-0 after Mauloni was
installed and walked his first two batters;
the second with bases loaded before strik-
ing out the final two batters and inject-
ing life into the Knights dugout for a final
comeback attempt.

Mauloni again came up big by outrun-
ning a deep groundball to snag a single, but
flyouts to Shuey and Ty Andrews ended the
threat.

Mauloni again fueled a spark for Oak-
leaf with a strikeout of Atlantic Coast's first
batter that was followed by a stretched out
diving snag of a line drive by Shuey at first
base that created some noise in the Oak-
leaf dugout.

Atlantic Coast answered in the fifth
with a flyout and groundout that was fol-
lowed by their own diving grab of a hard
liner by Oakleafl's Karsen Whitehead that
ended the game.
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Jones walkolf seals
Panthers’ region win

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK — Ridgeview High's Ginder-
ella season gets one more shot to keep roll-
ing after a gamewinning hit in the seventh
inning from Brysen Jones sealed a 6-5 win
for the Panthers over Stanton Prep in their
region 1-6A quarterfinal on Tues. April 27.

The win propels the Panthers into the
region 1-6A semifinal against district 3-6A
champion Terry Parker (24-3), a 3-2 win-
ner of Clay High in the opposite region
semifinal also on Tuesday. Ridgeview de-
feated Clay for the district 4-6A title two
weeks ago.

Against Stanton, Ridgeview looked to
decide the game early with pitcher Tyler
"T-Rex" Robison getting a strikeout and a
stellar play at second from Christian Drap-
er knocking out the first three batters from
the Stanton Blue Devils lineup.

In their at bats, the Panthers opened
with a walk to Yamil Tosado, a hit batter
(T.J. Olivares in the helmet) and a superb
bunt from Garrett Barfield to load the
bases quickly and set up a no-outs scoring
romp to 3-0. Tosado got tagged out at third,
but Robison walked to set up a two-run
double from designated hitter Tyler Turner

Ridgeview High's Brysen Jones heads to
home in early inning run against Stanton.
Jones hit game-winning hit in seventh inning.

that was followed by another double, this
time an RBI shot from Draper.

Robison finished the next inning with
two strikeouts including a "looker" with
two runners on base that led to an inning-
ending flyout. A new pitcher from Stanton
proved unfruitful in the second inning, but
put a little spunk in the Blue Devil dugout
with three runs coming in the top of the
third from a overthrown first base throw
from Hunter Morris and a missed pickoff
that put a Stanton baserunner at third
base. Two long doubles scored before a

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Ridgeview High baserunner Yamil Tosado is nearly safe at third base in first inning action
against Stanton Prep. Tosado was out, but Panthers won 6-5 to advance to region semifinal.

walk and single tied the game at 3-3.

Ridgeview left the bases empty in their
end of the third inning with Panther coach
John Sgromolo staying with Robison on the
mound to the tune of two strikeouts and a
groundout in the top of the fourth igniting
the Ridgeview dugoult.

In the bottom of the fourth, Ridgeview
edged up 5-3 off a Jones opening single,
a single by Carlos Gonzalez who outran
a slow grounder and a run-scoring single
from Tosado. A passed ball scored the fifth
run to give Ridgeview their cushion, but

Stanton was not going away without a fight.
The Blue Devils answered with a run in
the sixth off two doubles off relief pitcher
Hunter Morris and a run in the seventh off
an error and a double that tied the game.

Ridgeview entered their finat at bat
with a Barfield flyout, a Robison single and
Jones' double scoring pinchrunner Jake
Sanders from second base.

Morris would get the win on the mound
with three strikeouts in his two innings of
play with Robison finishing with six strike-
outs.

Mauloni redeems district

Oakleaf High coach Chris Lannom has been
a district runnerup that wound up a region

finalist in 2015 and faces a similar fate with

two face offs with Atlantic Coast.

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

TALLAHASSEE - Oakleaf High pitcher
Chris Mauloni had a horrific first two in-
nings as opening pitcher in the Knights'
5-2 district 2-8A championship loss to At-
lantic Coast High School a week ago, but
got a bit of redemption with a three run
batting performance that included a fifth
inning two-run home run as the Knights
defeated Tallahassee Lincoln 9-1 in their
region 1-8A quarterfinal match Tuesday in
Tallahassee. Lincoln (17-7) won the dis-
trict 1-8A championship 11-9 over Talla-
hassee Chiles (19-9). Atlantic Coast (15-7)
beat Chiles 7-2 to advance.

Oakleaf (15-7), scheduled to return to
play at Atlantic Coast High on Tues., May
3 in the region 1-8A semifinal, got three
first inning runs against Lincoln with Jus-
tin Wager singling and moving 1o second on
a Mauloni walk before Brady Shuey singled
to load the bases with one out. Ty Andrews
singled for one run with Shuey moving to
second base with lan Marlar singling to
score Shuey before a strikeout ended the
bombardment.

With senior Will Pillsbury on the mound
for Oakleaf, Lincoln had no answer with
two groundouts and a strikeout.

Lincoln scored their first run in the bot-
tom of the second with Pillsbury walking
two batters and a single loading the bases
before a third walk scored the single run.

final with homer, 3RBIS

Mauloni singled to open the third inning
and later scored off singles from Shuey
and Andrews. Walks loaded the bases and
scored one more run with Andrews scoring
run six off a walk to Isiaih Byars with bases
loaded.

In the fifth, Mauloni homered to put the
game at 8-1 then, in the sixth, doubled with
Pillsbury on base to score Pillsbury for the
final 9-1 score. Mauloni struck out the final
three Lincoln batters.

Oakleaf High baserunner Ty Andrews will
need his hot bat a fourth time against
Atlantic Coast pitcher D.J. Roberts, left, as
Knights head to region 1-8A semifinal.

Facebook page!

Ariel is an Aussie/Border Collie mix, about 9 years old, and what a great dog. She is spayed, up to
date on all shots, micro chipped and heart worm negative. She loves people companions, is house
broken, and does well with other dogs once they meet and get to know each other.

Ariel loves a romp in the yard, just being around you, and is a great friend to adults and children alike
—a perfect family dog! Email Animal Rescue Movement at info@animalrescuemovement.org for
more information, or call the shelter to leave a message at (904) 282-7888.

Visit our website at www.animalrescuemovement.org for an on line application, and check out our

ﬁ For more info, volunteer or donations call 282-7888 h

Scoutis a small mix, maybe terrier/Manchester, and about one and a half years old. He is neutered,

up to date on all shots, micro chipped and heart worm negative. He's a small bundle of energy, loves
playing keep away with his toys, and also comes up to you to sit by you during rest time, getting his
chin and belly rub! He's such a sweet little man with such a positive attitude and a joy to be with.
Email Animal Rescue Movement at info@animalrescuemovement.org for more information, or call the
shelter to leave a message at (904) 282-7888. Visit our website at www.animalrescuemovement.org
for an on line application, and check out our Facebook page!

If you are interested in adopting a pet, please fill out our online application at

www.animalrescuemovemnt.org. (Click on the adoptions tab to the left.)
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Orange Park running back Tori Cole stumbles away from Westside tackler for big gain in first
half action of Raiders district 4-1A win Wed., April 27. Raiders head to Terry Parker High in first
round region playoff action on Fri., May 6.

Ralders win flag
football title

Ruemmeley: 3TDs

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK — The Orange Park High
flag football team fell behind 13-0 on two
first quarter scores to Westside High, but
battled back behind three touchdowns from
senior Gianni Ruemmeley to win 26-13 in
their district 4-1A championship played
Wed., April 27 at Orange Park High School.

The win puts the Lady Raider in a Fri-
day region semifinal playoff game at Terry
Parker High School at 7 p.m. Terry Parker
is 13-0 and the district 3-1A champion
with a 27-7 win over Paxon and 21-7 win
over Raines in their championship tourna-
ment. Orange Park is 10-3.

"t says a lot about a team that comes
back from 13 points down to win like we
did," said Orange Park coach Matt Boyack.
"Once we figured out their offense, we got
great defense and shut them down."

Jim's Car Care Tip Of The Week:

Westside, who had beaten the Raid-
ers in regular season play, opened up the
contest with a 50 yard scoring scamper
that was followed by an interception that
turned into a 20 yard scoring sweep play.

Orange Park settled in and quarterback
Harlee Sharp kept finding Ruemmeley open
over the middle for lengthy gains.

In the second quarter, Ruemmeley out-
jumped a Westside defender for a short
pass over the middle that turned into a 35
yard scoring play.

With 3:41 left in the half, Ruemmeley
bobbled then caught her second touch-
down pass and with eight minutes left in
the third period. Ruemmeley took a swing
pass for a 20 yard score to end the night's
scoring.

On defense, safety Katie Berlin had one
interception in the third period to thwart
the Westside offense in the Raider end of
the field. Angela Dimichele, Shakarri Mack
and Maxine Knox all combined for the
Raiders shutdown defensive effort.

Mother’s Day is this Sunday!

Take care of Mom by taking care of her car...drive it in for an oil change, a 27-point inspection and
free car wash. Nothing says you love your Mom more than giving her one less thing to do and
wanting her to be safe on the road. Call ahead for and appointment or stop in!

CELEBRATING 25-YEARS
OF SAVING YOU MONEY

Eﬂm

Above: Speedster Gabby Dimichele turns a corner for a gain against Westside.

Below: Orange Park High flag football shows off first-ever district 4-1A trophy after beating
Westside 26-13. Raiders head to Terry Parker for region opener on Fri., May 6.

Star of the game was senior wideout Gianni Ruemmeley with three scores against Westside in
district 4-1A win.

OIL CHANGE :4 WHEEL TIRE:

27-Point Inspection
& FREE Car Wash
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Region 1-6A baseball

Early errors bedevil Clay in regional

By Mike Zima

Correspondent

JACKSONVILLE — A three-hitter by Holden
Alexander and a two-hit night from Ken
Burke were not enough to overcome four
errors and Terry Parker left-hander Tyler
Naumann Wednesday night, as Clay's play-
off run ended with a 3-2 loss to the host
Braves in their Region 1-6A quarterfinal at
Terry Parker High School Wed., April 27.

“Fielding has kind of been our Achilles
heel all year long,” said Clay second-year
coach Josh Persinger. “When we make the
routine plays, we're tough to beat.”

The errors, all in the first two innings,
led to two unearned Braves runs and a 3-0
deficit that the Blue Devils spent the rest
of the game trying to close. The second
inning was particularly trying. Alexander
struck out Parker designated hitter Joey
Ragland, but the third strike got under the
glove of Clay catcher Spencer Speer, al-
lowing Ragland to reach first base. Next,
the Braves' Kyle Kauffmann grounded to
third, but Blue Devils second baseman
Austin Burke could not handle the throw

from fellow sophomore Tyler Spence and
the ball went into right field, where Ken
Burke, Austin’s cousin, scooped it up and
tried to throw out Ragland at third base.
No one was covering the base, and Burke’s
throw sailed into the Clay dugout, bring-
ing Ragland home and sending Kauffmann
to third. With the infield drawn in, Austin
Burke could not handle a hot shot by Park-
er's Cameron Courtright, allowing Kauff-
man to score.

The Braves manufactured their other
run in the first when leadoff man Terry
Mims reached on an error by Clay short-
stop Cole Escher, stole second and third,
and crossed the plate on a sacrifice fly by
Braves’ third baseman Tyler Rourke.

The three runs without a hit were all the
Braves could muster against Alexander.
After needing 39 pitches to get through the
first and second innings, the slender right
hander threw only 16 pitches in breezing
through the third and fourth innings. Alex-
ander struck out four and walked only one
in pitching a complete game.

Oakleaf softball season over, 6-4

Oakleaf High softball’s big bats, shown here is leadoff hitter Alex Acevedo, were
stunningly kept at bay as the Lady Knights, at one point in 2016 ranked number one in
the USA by Maxpreps, fell 6-4 to Strawberry Crest High School (19-10) in the region 1-8A
final in Dover. Oakleaf finished an outstanding season with a 27-3 record, a district 2-8A
title and two region playoff wins after making the 6A state semifinal last year.

“As a senior, he wanted it,” said Pers-
inger of Alexander. “He gave me the best
game of his life.”

Alexander also had a hand in both Clay
runs as the Blue Devils fought back with
single runs in the fourth and fifth innings
to pull within one. In the fourth, Alexan-
der reached base on a bad hop single
past third, was sacrificed to second base
by Speer, and scored on designated hit-
ter Josh Lemen’s liner to left center. The
next inning, walks issued to Ken Burke
and Gage Chancey and a Braves' error on
a sharp grounder to shortstop by Escher
loaded the bases in front of Alexander, who
drove in Burke with a sacrifice fly to left.

Naumann walked Speer to reload the
bases. Unfortunately for Clay, Naumann,
who entered the game as one of North
Florida's two 11-game winners and has
yet to lose this year, induced Lemen to hit
a high fly to center field, leaving all three
runners stranded.

The Blue Devils left eight runners on
base in the game, failing to take advantage

of four walks issued by Naumann. Clay out-
hit the Braves four to three, but could not
move their baserunners around the bases.

“Especially coming down late, we just
did not get the timely hits,” said Persinger.

Chancey led off the seventh with a
walk and stole second base with one out.
But Tyler Rourke relieved Naumann and
struck out Alexander and Speer looking
to end the game. Ken Burke, a junior, had
two of Clay's four hits and also made a
perfect throw from right field to nail Park-
ers’ Johnny Moon at home plate to end the
sixth inning.

The Blue Devils end their season at
15-12, having made the playoffs in five
straight years. Of the players in Clay's
starting lineup Tuesday, only Alexander
and Chancey are seniors.

“I was proud of them,” said Persinger of
his team. “We are young, and we will use
this to build on.”

Parker, now 24-3, will take on Rid-
geview on Tuesday, May 2, in the regional
semifinal.

Weekly Crossword
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Satisfaction
4. 18th Hebrew letter

50. Russian river
51.Sorts

24. Supported

28. River in Guangdong

29. Exclamation of surprise

30. Nicholas Il was one

31. Comic antihero

33.In the back of a mammal’s
mouth

37.Joe is a famous one

38. Impressionist painter Italo

39. Send forth

CLUES DOWN
1. Greek sophist
2. Diacritic mark
3. Tumors

4. Can't play

6. Dekaliter

46. County in New Mexico
49. Letter of the Greek alphabet

55. Afeeling (slang)

9. Couches 57.Type genus of the Elopidae
14. Severe 58.Ingesting

15. Makes comic books 60. Paints small things

16. Grape 64. Trouble

17. Handle perfectly 65.Turn on its end

18. Home of J.R. 66. Story (archaic)

20. Everyone has these 67. Negative

22.Linen 68. Manners

23. He owned the Bucks 69. Hurts

70. IBM's software group

5. Dabbling ducks

7.The world of the dead

41.They __ 8. Greek Muse

42. Not down 9. Estate in Dickens
43. Computer program I-__ 10. Wild cat

44. Nostrils 11. Menders

12. Comedienne Gasteyer
13. Female sibling

19. Man-child

21. Tommy Dorsey’s trumpeter

24. Mesopotamian deity

25. Speech sound

26.Bore

27. Designer van Noten

31. Small flakes of soot

32.Insects

34. Genus of gulls

35. Indicates position

36. Fixes up

40. Homer's bartender

41.Riding horses

45. Dismounted

47. Unlocks cans

48. Salty

52.These are for cars

53. Mentally quick and
resourceful

54, Hemlock

56. Give qualities or abilities to

58.This (Spanish)

59. Chime

60. Uncommunicative

61. A stock sale

62. Leisure (slang)

63. Similar
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from page 30

Macpherson shifted from the "Oklahoma"
drill to a 20 minutes offensive team set and
a 20 minute defensive team set designed to
put a lot of formations and plays on film for
assessment.

"Used to be that teams would run a play,
then stand around discussing it for 20 min-
utes," said Macpherson. "If we really want
[0 move an up-tempo game, we just keep
throwing stuff at them, let them go with
it as fast as we can, then make the cor-
rections in the film room. Up-tempo is all
about moving in and out of schemes quickly
as we push the signlals from the sidelines.
This is the first day so it'll take time." Be-
hind center, returning senior quarterback
Demarae Byrd seemed o take command of
the Raiders offense and offer some pocket
pass completions that gave to smiles from
Macpherson.

"Skill-wise, we have some good offen-
sive players with Byrd and basketball

player Jordan Bundy both being ath-
letes with Bundy at wide receiver with
Devin Jones," said Macpherson. "On de-
fense, Nartorian Lee is a wrestler that we
have at safety with Kris Thomas back at
linebacker after an injury last year. We feel

Quarterback hopeful Demarae Byrd is a
strong combination of running speed and
pocket savvy that could direct Raiders to
high-scoring games in 2016.

better on defense right now."

Macpherson liked this bookend senior
defensive ends Xion Jones and Norman
Andara, with big noseguard Shawn Bizzell
leading the attack. Also doing well in the
drills was sophomore Troy Tanori, a line-

| v .-‘ oN
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Orange Park High offensive and defensive lines have traditionally been big and aggressive and

Shawn Bizzell will be anchoring one spot on both lines. At 6-3, 300, Bizzell is a huge obstacle

for opponent schemes.

backer, and senior defensive back Darrius
Porter. "Xion Jones gives us a little thicker
end at the point of attack with Norman giv-
ing us a good rush end on the other side,"
said Macpherson.

"Inside we have Shawn Bizzell at 300

pounds and Anthony Westry-Rock at 320
and that gives us the ability to hold the
point attack. We teach some block recogni-
tion and and using their hands to get away
from offensive linemen and we should be
good there."

from page 30

impressive in his ball carrying duties with
a 40 plus yard run on his third carry of the
day and a full day of carries behind the
Blue Devil offensive line, again very big
and very physical with senior Jarrod Leeds
the point man with a huge group including
Matt Adams, Max Moore, Devon Vatick and
Jason Brooks, all returners with playing
time from last year's Final Four team.
"Colin did well, just has to get in shape
a little," said Clay coach Joshua Hoekstra.
"We have a bunch of new guys up front as
starters and they sometimes have to get
some time playing next to each other."
Quarterback Jaylen Jenkins was equal-
ly impressive with a good mix of handoffs
to Wilson, sprintouts for himself and a
couple of nicely placed passes that were

unfortunately dropped by receivers that
need to catch balls in traffic.

"Jaylen threw it pretty well," said Clay
coach Joshua Hoekstra. "I think we'll be
able to open up our offense some more.
Derrick Smith has really bought in to the
weight room and our offense. He had a
good week of practice and it showed up
today."

On defense, Hoekstra liked Rico Schnit-
zler and Trent Coleman as the middle line-
backers with Tobias Griffin returning to
man the middle with Angelo Dorsivul a ju-
nior varsity player gettings some reps with
the varsity defense.

Dakari Augustin broke up some passes
as defensive back.

"It's pretty simple, we run the ball and
we gel takeaways and that's how we win,"
said Hoekstra. "We just have to find the
right guys in the right spots. Good thing is
it's only April."

5
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Clay High noseguard
turned linebacker Rico
Schnitzler is smaller in
size than most of his
counterparts but has a
nose for the ball and is
aggressive enough to
be a point man for Blue
Devil defense.
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Track

from page 29

have a better outcome.

"I've been sleeping, dreaming and
thinking about getting a medal every-
day," said Carey, the district and region
champion in both the shot put and discus
this year. "I think my technique is better
and I study other throwers to see if I can
improve myself."

Carey, also a hurdler while at Rid-
geview, placed eighth place at districts
in the 100 hurdles and 14th in the 300
hurdles.

"On one hand, I tried my best to get
points for the team, but, on the other
hand, I can compete at the state meet
knowing I can concentrate on just the shot
and discus," said Carey. "I think I'm peak-
ing at the right time."

For Ridgeview coach Al Nesi, Jr., both
athletes have become hard-nosed stu-
dents of their craft.

"Knowing that they don't have the bulk
and muscle of the other bigger throwers,
we have pushed them to be better in the
circle and utlize their technique to get the
best throws they can get," said Nesi. "If
they go down there and throw personal
bests, they should both medal. If they
throw their best and don't get medals,

T e e

Cra'Sean Carey gets set to throw as Mozart Louis Charles watches in Monday practice for

Friday’s Class 2A state championship meet in Bradenton.

they have accomplished to the best of
their abilities. As a coach, you can't ask
for more than that."

Ridgeview's only track state champi-
ons are Scott Hans for the Class 3A 1600
in 2004 (4:16.50) and Tomika Story (3X
triple jump Class 3A champion 2006 (38'-
10.75"), 2007 (38'-3.5"), 2008 (39'-6.5").

Cra'Sean Carey timeline:
2016
District 4-2A champion: Discus (111'-08"),

Shot put (37'-08")

18th in 100 hurdles; 7th in 300 hurdles
Region 1-2A: Discus (4th 109'-11"), Shot
put (4th 37'-6")

2016 Class 2A Region Discus finishers
(Top fours):

REGION 2-2A: 106-01, 103-03, 101-08,
95-01

REGION 3-2A: 108-05, 102-06, 102-01,
100-04

REGION 4-2A: 141-5,125-3,120-11,107-9

2016 Class 2A Region Shotput finishes
(Top Fours):

REGION 2-2A:36-11,35-11.25,34-11.25,
34-10.50

REGION 3-2A: 35-4.5,34-4,33-5.5,32-9
REGION 4-2A: 39-0, 37-5 35-4.5, 35-1

2016 District 4-2A: 7th in 100 hurdles;
14th in 300 hurdles

2015

Class 3A state meet: 12th in shotput
(33-11"

Region 1-3A; 4th in shotput (35'-3"); 10th in
discus (93-10")

District 4-3A Discus Champion 112'-04";
Second in shotput (36'-5")

Mozart Louis-Charles timeline:

2016 District 4-2A Shotput champion
(46'-09")

2016 Region 1-2A Shotput (4th 47'-0")
REGION 1-2A: 53-55, 48-04, 48-3.25
REGION 2-2A: 55-8.75, 50-9.5, 49-6, 48-8
REGION 3-2A: 47-1.25,44-5,42-85,42-6
REGION 4-2A: 55-11, 53-8.5,49-7.5,48-10

2015
District 4-3A champion (47'-4.5")
Region 1-3A; 5th 47-8

2014
District 4-3A 13th (38-1.25")

Oakleaf high jumper Anthony Norris, already a UNF Spring Break Open champion, will need
two or three more inches on his 6'-4” best to medal in the Class 4A championships.

Dongs 2215 FHsAR
ISS COUNTRY STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

(i

St. Johns Country Day School distance runners Mackenzie Glenn, left, and Helena Kummings

both head to the Class 1A state meet on Fri., May 6 in Bradenton with Glenn in the 3200 and
Kummings part of the 4 x 800 relay. Glenn is also on the 4 x 800 relay team.

2= CHEVROLET « ORANGE PARK

gordonchevy.com

14 CHEVY

CRUZE piesEL

CARFAX 1-Owner, Excellent Condition, ONLY 15,805 Miles, REDUCED from |
$18,781, EPA 46 MPG Hwy/27 MPG City, Navigation, Heated Leather
Seats, Moon Roof, Aluminum Wheels, iPod/MP3 Input, Remote Engine

Start, Satellite Radio,P17829

*15,950
904-272-2200

CELEBRATING 25-YEARS
OF SAVING YOU MONEY,
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Knights look to fill holes left by d “Chip’

Jordan to Morgan: Passing game solid

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Senior quarterback Jordan Johnson, a three-year starter coming back to direct the Oakleaf
High offense, looked sharp in making completions to senior wideout Rontrez Morgan in the
Knights first practice session of 2016 on Monday. Jordan passed for 1,735 yards last year with
17 toudhdowns for the 8-2 Knights. Oakleaf High has sticky-fingered senior wideout Rontrez Morgan on the receiving ends of
quarterback Jordan Johnson'’s passes for a final year with Morgan snagging 19 passes with five
touchdowns last year.

Oakleaf High grad Shaquille Quarterman, a high school All-American, a Florida All-State and a Clay Today Defensive
Player of the Year, returned to the Knights practice field donning his University of Miami attire as the Knights defense
will be looking to fill his very big shoes at middle linebacker in 2016. Quarterman is slated as a probable starter as a true
freshman for the Hurricanes in the fall.

Oakleaf High will be under the leadership of new head coach Steve
Reynolds, an assistant coach under Derek Chipoletti, who replaces
Chipoletti after a 20-3 overall record, a district title, an unbeaten
regular season and a region finals berth in the last two years for the
Knights.
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FHSAA State Track stats

Class 4A

400 Meters

Fleming Island, Cameron Dill, 4th in region 1-4A,
4939

Region 1-4A:48.52,48.79,49.33,49.39 (Dill)
Region 2-4A: 43.38,49.20,49.22,50.48
Region 3-4A:49.59,50.08,50.11,50.55
Region 4-4A: 45.94 (American HS (Hialeah)
freshman Tyrese Cooper, No. 1400 in USA), 47.03,
4833, 48.45

2015 400 Finals

1. Ari Cogdell, American 46.71, Senior

2. Jamari Smith, Dr. Phillips, 46.90, Senior

3. Shammond Williams, American, 47.61, Junior
4. Alex Lawson, McArthur, 48.15, Senior

5. Markevious Roach, Ely, 48.26, Senior

6. Tyler Johnson, Southridge, 48.51, Senior

7. Jovane Parkinson, St. Cloud, 48.65, Senior

8. Akeem Simmons, Colonial, 49.01, Senior

9. Rakaris Smith, Lake Worth, 49.30 Senior

Fleming Island senior John Broyles
has touched 50 feet twice and will
need one more to medal.

Boys Shot Put
Fleming Island, John Broyles, 3rd in region 1-4A,
50-1.5"

Region 1-4A: 52-25,51-11,50-1.5 (Broyles),
48-8

Region 2-4A: 51-0,51-0,49-10, 48-4
Region 3-4A: 48-5,47-1,45-11.25,45-7.5
Region 4-4A: 50-6,47-115,47-10,47-7

Emily Patterson surprised herself
and coach Rocky Bantag with a
region title in the discus.

Middleburg High freshman Marcus Floyd has put his speed out early in the
100, 200 and 400 plus the triple jump and will get to his first state meet in

the 400.

2015 champion: Macon Rodier, Olympia,
Junior, 55'-2"

Girls Discus
Fleming Island, Valesha Watson, Tst in region 1-4A,
47"

Region 1-4A: 114-7 (Watson), 111-8, 111-3,
109-10

Region 2-4A: 115-1,109-6, 108-1, 106-6
Region 3-4A:134-7,115-5,106-2, 98-5
Region 4-4A: 126-2,123-0,115-10, 114-7

2015 champion: Phoebe Gustely, Monarch,
Senior, 142'-00"

Boys High Jump
Oakleaf, Anthony Norris, 4th in region 1-4A, 6'-2"

Region 1-4A:6-4, 6-4,6-2,6-2 (Noris)
Region 2-4A:6-),6-2,6-2,6-0
Region 3-4A:6-0,6-0,5-10,5-10
Region 4-4A:6-6,6-4, 6-4,6-0

2015 Champion: Ray Nellom, Seminole,
Senior, 6-8"

Girls Triple Jump

Oakleaf, Loren Johnson, Tstin region 1-4A, 38'-6"
Region 1-4A: 38-6 (Johnson), 38-3,37-9.25,
37575

Region 2-4A: 37-0,36-11,35-8.25, 36-1
Region 3-4A:38-11,38-9.5,37-1,36-3.75
Region 4-4A: 38-).5,36-8.25, 36-5,35-10

2015 Champion: Brittany Bowald, Atlantic
(oast, Senior, 39'-7.25"

Class 3A

Girls 100

Orange Park, Candice Childs, 4th in region 1-3A,
12.75

Region 1-3A:12.38, 12.40,12.45,12.75
(Childs)

Region 2-3A: 11.80, 12,16, 12.44,12.48
Region 3-3A:12.16,12.17,12.30,12.31
Region 4-3A:

Boys 400
Middleburg, Marcus Floyd, 4th in region 1-3A, 49.36

Region 1-3A:47.65,48.37,49.33,49.36
(Floyd)

Region 2-3A:48.35,49.95,50.07,51.14
Region 3-3A:47.49,47.60,48.49, 48.58
Region 4-3A:

2015 Champion: Brandon Cachon, Barron
Collier, Junior, 47.40

Girls Pole Vault
Middleburg, Samantha Stelmaszek, 1st in region
1-3A,11-6"

Region 1-3A: 11-6 (Stelmaszek) 10-0, 9-0,
9-0

Region 2-3A: 10-0,8-6,8-6,8-0
Region 3-3A:12-2,10-6,10-0, 10-0
Region 4-3A:

2015 Champion: Jennifer Kistemaker,
QOsceola, Senior, 11'-6" (Stelmaszek 7th, 10"-0")

Class 2A

Boys Shot Put

Ridgeview, Mozart Louis-Charles, 4th in region 1-2A,
47'-00"

Region 1-2A:53-5.5,48-4,48-3.25,47-0
(Louis-Charles)

Region 2-2A: 55-8.75,50-9.5, 49-6, 48-8
Region 3-2A: 47-125,44-5,42-8.5,42-6
Region 4-2A: 55-11,53-8.5,49-7.5,48-10

2015 Champion: Fron Carter, Palatka, Junior,
56I74IV

Girls Discus

Ridgeview, Cra'Sean Carey, 4th in region 1-2A,
109'-11"

Region 1-2A: 127-3,115-3,114-10,109-11
(Carey)

Region 2-2A:106-1,103-3,101-8, 95-1
Region 3-2A: 108-5, 102-6, 102-1, 100-4
Region 4-2A: 141-5, 125-3,120-11,107-9

2015 Champion: Debbie Ajabe, Ransom,
Sophomore, 135'-3"

Girls Shot Put
Ridgeview, (ra'Sean Carey, 4th in region 1-2A, 37-6"

Region 1-2A: 42-.25,39-2,37-9.5,37-6
(Carey)

Orange Park senior sprinter Candice Childs has steadily made her mark
against some of the area’s top sprinters to get to the state meet in the 100.

Oaklef freshman Loren Johnson
flew over 38 feet to get to state in
the triple jump in Class 4A.

Region 2-2A:36-11,35-11.25, 34-11.25,
34-10.50

Region 3-2A:35-45,34-4,33-5.5,32-9
Region 4-2A:39-0,37-5,35-4.25, 35-1

2015 Champion: Dorian Solomon, Godby,
Sophomore, 41-6.75"

Class 1A

Girls 300 meter hurdles
St. Johns Country Day School, Courtney Sage, 3rd in
region 1-1A, 48.08

Region 1-1A:4530,47.04,48.08 (Sage),
4873

Region 2-1A: 44.52, 44.64,47.16,49.35
Region 3-1A: 45.63,47.13,48.63,49.66
Region 4-1A: 43.19,43.71,44.72, 44.79

2015 Champion: Brittany McGee, Admiral
Farraqut, Senior, 44.39

Girls 4 x 800 relay

St. Johns Country Day School (Sims Wulbern, Kate
McCormack, Helena Kummings, Mackenzie Glenn),
3rd in region 1-1A, 10:17.55

Region 1-1A:10:05.07, 10,08.77,10:17.55
(5JCDS), 10:23.05
Region 2-TA: 9:50.56, 10:06.11,10:11.44,

10:20.52

Region 3-1A:9:59.24, 10:05.65, 10:08.64,
10:29.67

Region 4-1A:9:29.54,9:32.93,9:44.71,
9:5187

2015 Champion: Oak Hall, 9:20.87

Girls 3200
St. Johns Country Day School, Mackenzie Glenn, 4th
inregion 1-1A, 12:20.85

Region 1-TA:12:01.55, 12,09.84, 12:11.36,
12:20.85 (Glenn)

Region 2-1A: 11:34.26,11:35.89, 11:39.92,
11:47.07

Region 3-1A: 11:55.31,12:01.50, 12:14.04,
12:22.76

Region 4-1A: 10,57.85,11:00.99, 11:03.58,
11:07.04

2015 Champion: Sarah (andiano, Evangeli-
cal, Senior 11:01.30

Veteran trackster Madeline Schultz
moved from the 400 to the long
jump and high jump in Class TA.

Girls High Jump
St. Johns Country Day School, Madeline Schultz, st
in region 1-TA, 5'-2"

Region 1-1A:5-2 (Schulz), 5-2, 5-0,5-0
Region 2-1A:53,5-2,5-2,5-2

SEE STATE, 41
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wjct this week

Girls’ Day Out 2016 — The Perfect Mother’s Day Gift!

MORE INFO & TICKETS AT WJCT.ORG/BAPTIST-GOOD-FOR-YOU

SUNDAY, MAY 22

¥ Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood LIVE!

Daniel Tiger and friends are coming
to Jacksonville’s Florida Theatre! Join
them as they sing, dance, and laugh
) J==N in this interactive musical adventure.
zé,- i* Showtimes at 2 and 5 p.m. Tickets
and information at wjct.org/events.

SUNDAY, MAY 8, 9 PM
Wallander
Kenneth Branagh returns to his
Emmy-nominated role for a final
season as the soul-searching
Swedish cop Kurt Wallander. Based
on a character from best-selling

novelist Henning Mankell, Waliander
is a MASTERPIECE production.

MONDAYS, 8 PM

Antiques Roadshow

Part adventure, part history lesson,

¢ and part treasure hunt, 12-time
Emmy® Award-nominated series
Antigues Roadshow is back in 2016
with a brand new look for its 20th
season. We bring you PBS's most-
watched ongoing series!

ANTIQUES
ROADSHOW.

MIDNIGHTS ON 89.9 FM

Relax Radio

Join us every night at midnight for
an eclectic 3,000+ song (and
growing!) collection of jazz, oldies,
and classics that span the spectrum
of time. Relax Radio can also be
heard 24/7 via HD radio on WJCT’s
newest station, 89.9 HD3.

Get the latest news! WJCT’s What's On This Week
e-newsletter comes to your inbox on Monday
afternoons, bringing you information on the week's
top TV and radio programs. Sign up at wjct.org.

wijct.org / news.wijct.org

Fleming Island baseball signees

Senior pitcher Zack Blankenship, center with tie, was the sixth of seven scholarship baseball
players for coach Jeremiah Klosterman, far right. Joining Blankenship in his Monday signing
to play at St. Johns River State College in Palatka are, left to right, Tanner Thomas, Tallahassee
Community College; Matt Whetstone, University of West Florida; Blankenship; Chris Hawkins,
Tallahassee Community College and Will Sarsen, the Military Academy at West Point. The final
senior on the team, Jordan Imperial, is fielding offers but has not decided.

from page 32

changing his arm angle, the junior right-
hander struck oul several Braves with
sidearm deliveries.

“He is a bulldog,” said Sgromolo when
asked about Robison. “I did not want to
take him out, but his pitch count was high.”

Robison helped his own cause by driv-
ing in two runs and picking Arman Bernal
off of first base in the fifth inning with two
men on and two outs.

In the seventh, Hunter Morris, who had
taken the mound in the sixth in relief of Ro-
bison, got two quick outs after walking Tyler
Rourke to lead off the inning. But consecu-
tive hits by the seventh, eighth and ninth
batters in the Braves order, the last a two-
run double to deep right field by Cameron
Cartwright, narrowed the Braves’ deficit to
9-7 and brought the tying run to the plate
in lead-off man Terry Mims.

Sgromolo brought in Brycen Jones to
face Mims. One strike away from a berth
in the regional final, Jones, who had had
a spectacular night in right field with two
assists and two running catches, walked
Mims on a full count. The sophomore then
uncorked a wild pitch to move Cartwright
to third and Mims to second. With a 2-0
count, Sgromolo chose to intentionally
walk Parker’s Dylan Letellier, who entered
the game batting .456, to load the bases.
Unfortunately for the Panthers, the strat-
egy backfired when Jones walked Julio
Perez on four pitches, forcing Cartwright
home with the tying run.

Sgromolo brought in senior reliever
Cameron Cooper to try to preserve the Lie,
but on the lefty’s second pitch, Oliveira
aggressively tried to catch Mims straying
off of third base. Panthers third baseman
Austin Kittle had no chance at stabbing the

I
Second year coach John Sgromolo drove the
Ridgeview Panthers to a first-ever district
title, a best-ever wins in a season record and
a region semifinal berth with just one starter
being a senior.

high throw, which bounded into left field,
and Mims trotted home to complete Park-
er’s historic comeback.

The Panthers gifted Parker two seem-
ingly meaningless runs in the sixth to close
the gap to 9-5, setting the stage for the
dramatic final frame. With two outs and
two runners on base, the Braves Dylan
Letellier grounded to Morris, who ran with
the ball towards Robison, who had taken
over at first base. Robison dropped Morris’
underhand throw, which was high, allow-
ing Parker to close the gap to 9-5.

Parker, now 25-3, will host the regional
final on May 10 at 7:00 p.m.

The Panthers end their season at 20-8,
and will have to console themselves with
their first ever district championship and
first trip to the regional semifinals.

“This year has been special,” said Sgro-
molo. “I am so proud of our players, and
really also the parents, the administration
and the community, the way they have sup-
ported us.”

-
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Fleming Island’s Cameron Dill needs to
shoulder a 47-48 second effort in the 400 in a
very fast Class 4A field.

Region 3-1A:5-0,4-10,4-8,4-8
Region 4-1A:5-7,5-2.5-0,5-0

2015 Champion: Hannah Cogsil, Benjamin, Senior, 5'-4"

Girls Long Jump
St. Johns Country Day School, Madeline Schultz, 3rd in region 1-14,
16'-5.5"

Region 1-1A: 17-11.25,16-7.5,16-5.5 (Schultz), 16-5
Region 2-1A:19-1,17-7.25,17-6, 17-45

Region 3-1A:17-4,16-6.75, 16-5, 16-4.5

Region 4-1A: 19-4.75,18-7.5,18-4.5,17-10.5

2015 Champion: Brittany McGee, Admiral Farraqut, Senior,
19-3.75"

Girls Discus
St. Johns Country Day School, Emily Patterson, Tstin region 1-1A,
104'-3"

Region 1-1A:104-3 (Patterson), 103-8, 98-8, 96-2
Region 2-1A:136-2,125-5,120-7, 112-10
Region 3-1A: 124-8,110-7, 100-10,99-3
Region 4-1A: 141-5,125-3,120-11,107-9

2015 Champion: Stephanie Paul, Community, Junior,
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