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Keystone Heights country club closed

By Jenn Samsel 
For Clay Today
A cherished golf course that has been a 
community staple for 108 years closed its 
doors to pave the way for a planned resi-
dential community.

 Was there any hope of saving the Key-
stone Heights Golf & Country Club?

 The course closed in late March. While 
it marks the end of an era for the commu-
nity’s golfing experience, the closure may 
present financial challenges within the lo-
cal economy.

 Residents of Keystone Heights are ex-
pressing their frustration. This situation 

has sparked concerns among them, de-
manding attention and action.

The golf course was not just a place for 
teeing off; it was a vibrant hub for gener-
osity and support. Throughout the year, 
it hosted various scholarship events that 
unite the community, raising thousands of 
dollars to help students chase their dreams 
of higher education.

Brad Harvey, owner of Keystone 
Heights Golf Course, said, “I tried to sell it 
for three years. The cost of doing business 
is higher than the number of golfers walk-
ing in the door. It’s been a financial setback 
and has been unable to recoup its funds. I 
have been working for free.”

He explained, “I have builders coming 
into the area looking at potentially buying 
parcels of the golf course, making those 
sections into a development. We’re going to 
sign a contract and put houses on it. I went 
to Bradford County and asked them what I 
could do about it. It’s private property and 
zoned as a single-family dwelling; you can 
do whatever you want with it.”

The City of Keystone Heights decided 
unanimously on March 3 not to purchase 

the Golf Course or continue funding discus-
sions.

Residents were upset about the cir-
cumstances. One resident wants to know 
whether Tallahassee would step in to pur-
chase the course to save it.

“If the state could invest millions of 
dollars in taking our state parks and con-
verting them into golf courses, then why 
couldn’t they save a 108-year-old golf 
course?” asked Jim Skiles, a Keystone 
Heights resident. 

“My suggestion would be for Tallahas-
see to consider if golfing was of interest to 
them, they look into the potential of buying 
this course.”

Residents rallied together, passionately 
discussing the launch of a “Save Our Golf 
Course” initiative and emphasizing the golf 
course’s invaluable sense of community 
and connection.

As March drew to a close, Keystone 
stood on the brink of losing a significant 
piece of its history — an event that could 
spell financial problems for the communi-
ty and leave residents worried about the 
future.

PHOTO BY JENN SAMSEL

Keystone Heights Golf and Country Club has shut down.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Dark blacks
  7. Construct a wall to  
      confine
 13. Most inappropriate
 14. A type of board
 16. Sacred Hindu syllable
 17. Flatterer
 19. The Granite State
 20. Tears down
 22. China’s Chairman
 23. Former Houston 
      footballer
 25. Periods of time
 26. Expressed pleasure
 28. World alliance
 29. A Brit’s mother
 30. Television network
 31. Brother or sister
 33. Type of spirit
 34. __ Ladd, actor
 36. A medium oversees it
 38. One time province of  
       British India
 40. Wrong
 41. The highest parts of  
       something
 43. Insect
 44. Baseball stat
 45. A way to use up
 47. Where wrestlers
       compete

 48. It helps elect politicians
 51. As fast as can be done
 53. Genus of legumes
 55. Samoa’s capital
 56. Monument in Jakarta
 58. Former French coin
 59. Exploiters
 60. College sports official
 61. Uninterrupted in time
 64. Stephen King story
 65. Marked by no sound
 67. Weathers
 69. Denouncements
 70. More beloved
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Winged nut
  2. It cools a home
  3. Kisses (French)
  4. Oxford political 
      economist
  5. Keyboard key
  6. Leaf pores
  7. Agrees with publicly
  8. Not around
  9. Czech city
 10. Muscle cell protein
 11. Greek letter
 12. Movements
 13. Ned __, composer
 15. Popular series Game  
       of __

 18. Exclamation that 
      denotes disgust
 21. Helper
 24. Gift
 26. Up in the air (abbr.)
 27. Treat without respect
 30. Trims
 32. Slang for lovely
 35. City of Angels hoopster  
      (abbr.)
 37. Guitarists’ tool
 38. Island nation
 39. Delivered in 
       installments
 42. A baglike structure
 43. Cooking vessel
 46. Gets in front of
 47. Wounded by scratching
 49. More breathable
 50. Medical dressings
 52. Indiana hoopster
 54. Married Marilyn
 55. An ancient Assyrian city
 57. Congressmen (abbr.)
 59. Approves food
 62. Ventura’s first name
 63. Between northeast and  
       east
 66. Atomic #71
 68. Email designation
 

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Puzzles sponsored by 

www.northflpharmacy.com
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Jim Luksic

OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned 
about the county commission, the school board or your 
city council or commission, sit down and take a few 
moments to write us a letter.All we ask is that you keep 

it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 
words.
 All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP 
Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, 

type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Jim Luksic at jim@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

This Month
in HistoryRetreats and sweets at Clay County Agricultural Fair

“Half a mile from the county fair…”
 – Sir Van Morrison

Although the great Irish songwriter’s “And 
It Stoned Me” lyric refers to one of his 
fishing experiences, it applies to my life in 
relation to the concurrent Clay County Ag-
ricultural Fair.

I reside rough-
ly two miles from 
the fairgrounds in 
Green Cove Springs, 
not ideal for my dai-
ly commute to Clay 
Today but a conve-
nient spot for major 
events around GCS.

The popular 
spectacle ended 
April 13 – and it 
had been a well-oiled machine, by most 
accounts. “Traffic has been smooth, and 
we’re having a great time out here,” said 
the fair’s Executive Director Tasha Hyder, 
whose account matters most.

Although attendance was slightly lower 

than expected – chiefly due to the heat and 
humidity -– during the first weekend, Hy-
der had positive thoughts after consulting 
with Mother Nature. “The weather outlook 
is in our favor,” she pointed out.

Professional duties required me to visit 
the fair twice; personal interest and curi-
osity led me back thrice.

Over the weekend, temperatures hov-
ered around 90 degrees, but the early 
bird got the breeze: Before noon, the fair 
grounds felt comfortable.  

Strolling and wandering around a coun-
ty fair, it’s easy to take delight in things big 
and small. In my case, that meant a chair 
in the shade – a sight for sore eyes and a 
seat for sore feet.

Making the circumstances more pleas-
ant: The mouth-watering doughnuts cour-
tesy of Peachey’s Baking Co. As a hockey 
fan whose parents had sweet tooths (we 
kept dentists in business), I’m familiar with 
round, sugary wonders. If my taste buds 
are accurate, Sarasota-based Peachey’s 
warm confections are the gold standard.

Speaking of sweet treats, you’ll find a 

historic one in leafy Early Florida Village, 
where Dustin Elrod was stirring the pot. A 
60-gallon kettle, to be precise.

Walking through the fair’s hamlet is 
akin to time travel; the village looks and 
feels like one from a century ago. Fitting 
right in is Dustin and bundled stalks of 
sugar cane for the purpose of concocting 
syrup. If you’re used to maple syrup from 
trees, feast your eyes and nostrils on his 
old-school concoction.

Dustin will return to the fairgrounds 
village on Saturday. More often, he rolls 
up his sleeves at Elrod Acres on Thunder 
Road in Penney Farms, where his family 
hosts their annual “Cane Grinding” in late 
November. It’s also where they produce 
homemade jams and honey.

As a proverbial old soul who misses 
America’s halcyon days of yore, I’ve already 
penciled in the next Cane Grinding. Those 
who aren’t new to Clay County might be 
aware Elrod Acres Cracker House cracked 
open for public consumption in 2015.

I shall visit Dustin’s neck of the woods 

Five years ago in Clay Today:

• Food pantries are always an import-
ant part of their sur rounding community 
but amidst the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic, their importance for families in 
the area have risen to new heights.

• Mike Finnick stopped to check his 
watch last Friday, knowing his next truck-
load of groceries should be at the back 
door of his Winn-Dixie store in less than 
10 minutes. Finnick can’t remember be-
ing so busy. And fulfilled.

• The Chamber of Commerce is all 
hands on-deck with local businesses and 
business owners try to navigate the wa-
ters of the coronavirus pandemic.

10 years ago:
• Residents of Clay County will have 

plenty of chances over the coming weeks 
to let their opinions be heard about what’s 
come to be known as the locational or-
dinance – the long awaited third and fi-
nal segment of the county’s regulations 
geared to deal with adult entertainment 
businesses.

• When the First Coast Expressway is 
completed, county leaders expect a boom 
in business, housing, population and jobs 
within the local economy. Because part of 
the expressway will be built near Green 
Cove Springs, the county seat will likely 
see a population spike for which it is now 
planning.

• To avoid cutting town services, Or-
ange Park residents began paying a new 
tax on their electricity bills on April 1. 
Town Manager Jim Hanson expects the 
tax to increase the average customer’s 
bill by 6.8 percent and generate just un-
der $759,000 per year. The tax is indefi-
nite.

Clay Today will test your knowledge weekly and 
provide interesting facts on various topics. 

This week, our focus is Clay Count District 
Schools by the numbers: They have 190 school 
buses, which have logged 3.2 million miles – 
enough to go around the globe 129 times; the 
district has served 5.6 million meals; its buildings 
cover 3.7 million square feet; 42,000 students 
have attended; it includes 16 A-rated schools; a 
95% graduation rate (highest in county history); 
the district is ranked No. 1 in state civics, No. 2 
in social studies and fourth in history; and it has 
1,415 CTE industry certifications.

SEE RETREATS AND SWEETS, 5

mailto:jim@claytodayonline.com
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Food Trucks on-site every day! Live music Friday and Saturday!

azaleacitybrewing.com

120 S. 7th Street Palatka
386-530-2084

Mon - Thurs: 3-10 pm
Fri - Sat: 12 noon -11 pm

Sun: 1-8 pm

You never know what we’ll brew up next!

Azalea City Brewing Company brews 
a variety of craft beers in our Palatka 

brewery. Let us know your favorite  
craft beers and flavors!

JUST 15 MINUTES
FROM KEYSTONE!

BOGO
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other coupon or special, Expires 4.30.25

BUY ONE DRAFT 
AND GET ONE ON US! 

STAFF PHOTO BY JIM LUKSIC

Dustin Elrod, of Elrod Acres in Penney Farms, crafts cane syrup in the Early Florida Village at the 
Clay County Agricultural Fair.

RETREATS AND SWEETS
from page 4
sooner than later. Much like Early Florida 
Village, its tradition and roots are right up 
my alley.

Before then, a fourth visit to the latest 
fair – given its proximity – was probable 
for me. In addition to syrup and doughnuts, 
there were more things to consume, such 
as pretzels. Don’t get it twisted.

Keystone Heights Councilman 
Brown honored for service

By Jenn Samsel
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS -- It was a bit-
tersweet City Hall meeting in Keystone 
Heights on Monday, April 7. Councilman 
Tony Brown delivered his farewell speech 
and was awarded a plaque after 30 years 
of dedicated service and community in-
volvement.

Brown received numerous accolades 
from various esteemed members, show-
casing a well-deserved recognition of his 
achievements and contributions.

City Mayor Nina Rodenroth said, “On 
behalf of the City of Keystone Heights 
Council, staff, Public Works, Heritage 
Commission, Planning and Zoning, Airport 
Authority, and our county commissioner, I 
asked 31 of these citizens to give me one 
word that they think of when they think of 
Tony.

“As a memory’s sake,” she continued, 

“on behalf of your servant leadership for 
our city, this is a family tree with all of our 
faces throughout many events. And it’s just 
to say ‘thank you’ from all of us for your 
servant leadership from 1996 to 2025.”

Miss Suzie Lubbock said, “I just wanted 
to take a minute to thank Tony for his many 
years of service to this community through 
the fire department, council and all the 
volunteering you’ve done.

Also on Monday: the Northeast Flori-
da legal city resolution number 2255-B1, 
a resolution of the board of directors of 
the Northeast Florida legal cities honored 
Director Brown, the town of Keystone 
Heights, for his years of service on the 
board.

Brown gave his final farewell speech, 
ending with “To the citizens of Keystone 
Heights, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for trusting me as a councilman and 
as a mayor for all these years.”

PHOTO BY JENN SAMSEL

Keystone Heights Mayor Nina Rodenroth and Councilman Tony Brown

www.azaleacitybrewing.com
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Centennial Spring Fling delights with cars, planes and spirit

COURTESY PHOTO BY JENN SAMSEL

Airplanes were among the attractions March 29 during the Centennial Spring Fling Festival at 
Keystone Heights Airport.

by Jenn Samsel
For Clay Today

Centennial Spring Fling Festival celebrat-
ed 100 years with planes, cars, vendors, 
music and festivities on Saturday, March 
29.

Friends of Keystone Heights and Key-
stone Heights Rotary Club observed a cen-
tury at Keystone Heights Airport in Brad-
ford County with a car show comprising 
more than 50 participants.

The atmosphere included a vibrant 
crowd that filled the area, bustling around 
vendors and food trucks. 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Fantastic Fire Brigade were among 
the participants.

“Thank you to the Friends of Keystone 
Heights for putting on this great event and 
giving the Rotary Club of Keystone Heights 
the privilege to take part in the 100th Year 
Centennial Spring Fling,” said Todd Beals, 
Rotary Club president. 

“We had a great time coordinating our 

first car show ever. 
“We felt it was a great success, having 

53 cars in the event. The funds we raise go 
back into our community and will be con-
tributed toward two $1,000 scholarships 
for our graduating students. We look for-
ward to making this an annual event and 
hope to see all our car show participants 
next year,” he continued.

“I am so glad that our family fun day 
was a success. We had great volunteers, 
and everybody pitched in to make the day 
a wonderful day. 

“The snowbird event made it even more 
exciting, as with the car show. They had a 
total of 53 cars.”

“The Friends of Keystone Heights and 
community volunteers came together to 
make our Centennial Spring Fling a huge 
success for the community,” said Ginger 
Lee, Friends of Keystone Heights presi-
dent.

The event was considered a success, 
raising over $1,000 for the Rotary Club.

Proven durability, Beautiful designs. Friendly service... 
That’s the doughboy Difference!

www.poolsandspasplus.com

http://www.poolsandspasplus.com
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Bryan’s 

Mother’s Day!Mother’s Day!
Sunday, MSunday, May ay 1111

All of your floral and All of your floral and 
gift needs in twogift needs in two

 convenient locations! convenient locations!

251 East Walker Dr.251 East Walker Dr.
352-473-4006352-473-4006

www.bryansace.comwww.bryansace.com
155 S Lawrence Blvd.

(352) 473-8684

http://www.bryansace.com
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School board acknowledges students, teachers

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com
FLEMING ISLAND– Thursday evening’s 
School Board meeting saw many students, 
staff and citizens receive recognition for 
their commendable achievements. 

Here are some highlights:
• Tynes Elementary School fifth grader 

Kei’Ani McQuown was recognized for her 
win of Gov. Ron DeSantis’ annual Black 
History Month Essay Contest.

Students in fourth through 12th grade 
submitted essays focused on the contribu-
tions of African Americans to Florida’s His-
tory, with the winners being recognized by 
Gov. DeSantis and the Florida Department 
of Education.

McQuown also received a two-year 
Florida PrePaid College Scholarship. 

• Three students were recognized by 
the Clay County Education-Retired for win-
ning their Black History Month Essay Con-
test. The contest is a continuation of the 
organization’s year-long literacy program.

Orange Park Elementary student Maya 
Westfall received first place, Clay Hill Ele-
mentary student Lacey Swearingen earned 
second place and Orange Park Elementary 
student Michael Bellicourt received third 
place. 

The student’s received $100, $50 and 
$25 along with a certificate. 

• The following high school students 
were awarded for being National Merit 
Scholarship semifinalists, scoring in the 
top 1% of their state on the PSAT/NMSQT: 
Tristan Duke of Keystone Heights High 
School, Ezra Garrison of Fleming Island 
High School, Ramon Morales of Ridgeview 
High School, Nyhla Jones of Oakleaf High 

School and Noe Navarro of Oakleaf High 
School. 

• This year’s State Thespians were rec-
ognized for their hard work. The Florida 
State Thespian Festival is an annual event 
where young theater students from across 
the state showcase their theatrical skills. 

• The following students earned Supe-
rior ratings for their select performances, 
the highest they can receive: Lake Asbury 
Junior High School’s Jaeden Sims, Mack-
enna Mack, Kai Abrams, Ella Alcott, Mya 
Johns, Bella Schock, Brinley Victory and 
Lara Peyton. 

Fleming Island High School’s Ashlynn 
Amburgey, Ellison Shipe, Cash Belcher, 
Kerry Hunter, Payten Tison and Riley Ren-
delman.

Ridgeview High School’s Jillian McKin-
ney, Lucy Bressley, Savannah Hudson and 
Monica Brice. 

• Volunteers of the Year were also rec-
ognized. Keystone Heights High School’s 
Michael Golden received Student Volunteer 
of the Year, Ridgeview Elementary School’s 
Ada Podolski received Senior Volunteer 
of the Year and Middleburg Elementary 
School’s Heather Smith took home the title 
of Adult Volunteer of the Year.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ONE CLAY

Tynes Elementary fifth grader Kei’Ani McQuown was recognized for her win of Gov. Ron De-
Santis’ annual Black History Month Essay Contest.

Keystone Heights High School’s Michael Golden received Student Volunteer of the Year, Rid-
geview Elementary School’s Ada Podolski received Senior Volunteer of the Year and Middle-
burg Elementary School’s Heather Smith took home the title of Adult Volunteer of the Year.

The following high school students were awarded for being National Merit Scholarship semi-
finalists: Tristan Duke of Keystone Heights High School, Ezra Garrison of Fleming Island High 
School, Ramon Morales of Ridgeview High School, Nyhla Jones of Oakleaf High School and 
Noe Navarro of Oakleaf High School.

mailto:kyla@claytodayonline.com
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Empty Bowls set for April 29
The Salvation Amry Women’s Auxiliary 

will present Empty Bowls from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on April 29 at United Methodist 
Church Family Life Center in Orange Park.

The fundraiser includes soup and 
bread, a silent auction, bake sale and $20 
donation. Students from Oakleaf, Rid-
geview, OP, Lake Asbury and St. Johns 
schools handcrafted the bowls.

CCAS and Petco Love 
offer free vaccines

Clay County Animal Services (CCAS) 
will provide free vaccinations for Clay 
County residents’ pets. The no-cost vac-
cines are made possible through Petco 
Love’s national vaccination initiative Vac-
cinated and Loved, which is providing an 
additional 1 million free pet vaccines for 
family pets to existing animal welfare part-
ners, including CCAS.

Parvovirus and distemper in dogs and 
panleukopenia in cats — the most preva-
lent deadly diseases affecting pets — are 
preventable with a simple vaccine. An esti-
mated 30% of pet parents do not take their 
pet to a veterinarian annually for preven-
tative care. To ensure the health and well-
ness of our beloved pets and to address 
this critical need, Clay County Animal 
Services and Petco Love have partnered to 

make pet vaccines free and accessible.
Clay County Animal Services aims to 

vaccinate 250-500 pets. For more in-
formation about vaccine distribution, 
visit claycountygov.com/community/ani-
mal-services. 

OP Days Inn receives honor
Days Inn Orange Park by Wyndham at 

4280 Eldridge Loop, was awarded the an-
nual Best of Days Inn President’s Award, 
which recognizes the brand’s top-perform-
ing hotels and their staff.

In celebration of the achievement, Di-
ane Gracey, the hotel’s general manager, 
accepted the award from Days Inn and 
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts’ leadership.

To be eligible for the award, hotels 
must have demonstrated exceptional guest 

satisfaction, ensured that all staff mem-
bers have completed Wyndham’s required 
health and safety training, and maintained 
good standing with the brand over the past 
year.
 
Bear and Butch ‘Marine’ 
Dice Run hits road April 19
MIDDLEBURG – Riders and children can 
have fun and help the Rising Stars: Guitars 
for Kids program on Saturday, April 19, 
at the Bear and Butch “The Marine” Dice 
Run that starts at VFW Post 8255. The day 
starts at 2296 Aster Ave. with breakfast 
from 8 to 10 a.m., followed by an Easter 
party, coloring contest and prize hunt from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Registration for the two-, three- and 
four-wheel poker run is at 9 a.m., with 

SEE EVENTS, 17
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We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

http://www.azahealth.org
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Sales • Service • Installation • Maintenance

Want 
Perfect 
Comfort 
All Year 
Long? 

904.596.0555
AirInnovationsFL.com
info@airinnovationsfl.com

#CAC1822257

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • LICENSED AND INSURED

mailto:info@airinnovationsfl.com
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COURTESY PHOTO BY JENN SAMSEL

Voters showed support for their favorite candidate on April 8.

Elections: Welch, Stutts capture seats on city councils

By Don Coble 
don@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – Despite receiving en-
dorsements from former Keystone Heights 
Mayor Tony Brown, Clay County Commis-
sioner Betsy Condon and Sheriff Michelle 
Cook, Vice Mayor Chris Thompson failed 
to win re-election to the Keystone Heights 
City Council during Municipal Super Tues-
day elections.

According to preliminary tallies that 
Supervisor of Elections posted, Dave 
Welch beat Thompson, 79-74, to win Seat 
2 on the council.

“Keystone Heights has a wonderful 
history and tradition, and I would like to 
recover some of that former glory,” Welch 
said. “It wouldn’t be practical to rebuild 
the city, so to speak, but I think we can re-
capture some of the flavor of a shaded old 
Florida community.”

Welch said the city’s three main corner-
stones are its lakes, airport and downtown 
area. He said the lakes would be replen-
ished by rain (and the Black Creek Res-
toration Project), the airport authority is 
doing a good job, and the city is working 
well with the FAA to improve the taxiways 
and runway lighting.

His focus will be on uniting the commu-
nity to revitalize the downtown areas.

“I think getting people on board and try 
to encourage people to participate, maybe 
spend a little money on sprucing up their 
storefronts would be a start,” Welch said. 
“It’s going to be a community effort to make 
that happen, and I think we can get there. 
I think we can get people signed up and 
working toward that goal.

“Eventually, over months and years, we 
can get it done.”

In Green Cove Springs, Darren Stutts 
earned 64.65% of the vote to win Seat 5 on 
the City Council to replace Steven Kelley, 
who was termed out. He beat challenger 
Dave Daigle, 331-181, in a race where 
nearly $15,000 was raised.

“I’m a business owner (Darren’s Cus-
tom and Restorations), and Job One for me 
is, I want to re-do planning and zoning,” 
Stutts said from his victory celebration at 
the Village Improvement Association. “I 
want something to go through planning and 
zoning and revamp it where it’s easier to 
come in here and open a business and pull 
a permit.

“My wife is the president of the V.I.A. 
Women’s Club, and they wanted to put 
a new sign out front. It took them three 

months to get a building permit to put up 
a new little sign for something that should 
have taken three minutes, because they 
have so much red tape.”

Stutts will be sworn in before the May 

20 meeting.
Stutts said he’s been in business in 

Green Cove Springs for 37 years, and busi-
ness has only gotten more difficult for the 
city.

“I’m tired of the process,” he said.
Voters also rejected pay raises for 

city council members (271-237) and an 
increase in the city manager’s spending 
authority from $25,000 to $50,000 (286-
222).

Voters also approved the city manager’s 
authority to issue a local state of emergen-
cy (334-175), but they voted down plans to 
allow the city attorney to live outside the 
city limits (330-182) and a requirement 
that the city council review the City Char-
ter every 10 years (301-206).

Five candidates were unopposed 
countywide. In Green Cove Springs, Glee 
Glisson will replace Connie Butler, who 
termed out for Seat 3, and Michael Smith 
won a second term to represent Seat 4.

In Keystone Heights, Ryan Knight re-
tained his position on Seat 1, while Ken-
neth Vogel (Seat 4) and Mayor Randy An-
derson (Seat 5) both won re-elections in 
Orange Park.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEVIN D FLOYD

Dave Welch

Darren Stutts

mailto:don@claytodayonline.com
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LAKE FRONT

$325,000

7115 King Street
Keystone Heights, FL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$405,000

1.01 ACRES

$325,000

116 Ashley Lake Drive
Melrose, FL

WATERFRONT

$225,000

418 Cove Drive
Satsuma, FL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$370,000

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

4435 SE 8  Aveth

Keystone Heights, FL

LAKE SANTA FE

$350,000

00 SE 5  Aveth

Melrose, FL

2.37 ACRES

$219,900

162 Tanner Road
Florahome, FL

10 ACRES

$1,100,000

1053 State Road 100
Florahome, FL

12 ACRES

$435,000

5065 NE CR 219A
Melrose, FL

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMESVIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

5949 SE CR 21B
Melrose, FL

CB Isaac RealtyCB Isaac Realty

"We Make It Happen""We Make It Happen"  https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p

http://www.cbisaacrealty.com
http://www.cbisaacrealty.com
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LAKE FRONT | 7.81 AC

$465,000

TWO HOMES

$119,000

VACANT LAND

$42,900

1.88 AC LAKEFRONT

$85,000

VACANT LAND

$25,000

VACANT LAND

$9,500

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

6099 Harvard Ave
Keystone Heights, FL

CB Isaac RealtyCB Isaac Realty

55+ WATERFRONT

$345,000

3051 SE SR 21 #8
Melrose, FL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$353,000

LAKE SANTA FE

$1,100,000

9817 CR 1469
Earleton, FL

240 Swan Lake Drive
Melrose, FL

14523 NE Waldo Road
Waldo, FL

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMESVIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

6315 5  Aveth

Keystone Heights, FL

89 Tucker Lake Road
Melrose, FL

647 & 649 Hillsborough Ave
Florahome, FL

"We Make It Happen""We Make It Happen"  https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p

4990 SE 10  Placeth

Keystone Heights, FL

http://www.cbisaacrealty.com
https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p


14 THURSDAY, APRIL 17,  2025KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

TEAL 
TILE

Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Charity upgrades Quigley House for pet-friendly survivors
By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

It is common for survivors of domestic and 
sexual assault to look at their pets as a 
source of peace. 

According to national statistics, 91% 
of domestic survivors indicated that their 
pet’s emotional support and physical pro-
tection are significant in their ability to 

survive and heal.
At Quigley House, meeting the needs of 

survivors and their pets is key. Some big 
changes were made to help do that. 

Recently, global nonprofit Greater Good 
Charities completed a project dedicated 
to revamping the organization’s pet house 

Recently, global nonprofit Greater Good Charities completed a project dedicated to revamping 
the organization’s pet house into a more comfortable and inviting environment.

					                    PHOTO COURTESY OF QUIGLEY HOUSE
The almost two-week renovation included a large dog play yard, pet relief area, the repairing of 
existing kennels, upgrades to cat shelves and waterproof flooring.

SEE QUIGLEY HOUSE, 15

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

J-G
  

 

mailto:kyla@claytodayonline.com
www.jonesgallagherfh.com
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D R I L L I N G  I N C .

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989
352.473.0534 

969 SE State Rd 100 • Keystone Heights, FL

State License #7112 & State License 7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
   & Maintenance 
• Water Testing 
• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

3 Generations of  
Well Drilling

Over 50 Years 
of Experience

LakeAreaVets.com

HAWTHORNE 7410 SE US Hwy 301 352-481-4333
•Hawthorne: 8:30-5pm Tues.-Thurs.

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Like us on 
Facebook!

MELROSE: 8762 State Road 21 352-475-2326  
Hours: 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 8:00am - 2:00pm Saturday

• Digital X-ray
• Dental X-ray
•  Dental Cleanings  

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound 
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine Packages

• Microchipping
•  Avian and Exotic Care
•  Euthanasia and  

Hospice Services
• Boarding
• Endoscopy
•  Spay and Neuter Services
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

Full Service Hospital  
with Boarding 

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

into a more comfortable and inviting envi-
ronment. The almost two-week renovation 
included a large dog play yard, pet relief 
area, the repairing of existing kennels, up-
grades to cat shelves, waterproof flooring, 
more storage space, new paint and furni-
ture. 

Additionally, the team also added priva-
cy slats between kennels to give pets pri-

vacy and promote relaxation. 
Since 2014, the charity has recruited 

over 6,000 volunteers from around the 
country to renovate 200 animal shelters, 
domestic violence shelters, wildlife facili-
ties, veteran housing and housing for those 
unsheltered.

Tonya Freeland, Quigley House director 
of Domestic Violence Services, said that 
around 40% of calls they receive are from 
survivors looking to bring their pets with 
them. As Clay County’s only dual certified 

domestic and sexual assault center, Free-
land said offering these services greatly 
sets them apart.​​ 

“I’ve had several people tell me, ‘Oh my 
gosh, nobody else would allow me to bring 
my pet,’” Freeland said.

The center said the upgrades will am-
plify their work, providing quality housing 
and a comfortable space not only for the 
survivors but their furry companions. 

Director of Development Jackie Krug 
said the center helps with food, cat litter 

and works closely with Clay County Hu-
mane Society to provide vaccinations.

“More often than not, they refuse to 
leave their situation because they don’t 
want to leave their pet behind,” Freeland 
said. According to national statistics, this 
is true for over 70% of domestic violence 
survivors.

Quigley House said with the help of 
their newest developments, they are hop-
ing to combat those concerns one person 
at a time.

QUIGLEY HOUSE
from page 14

http://www.broncodrillinginc.com
www.clayelectric.com
www.lakeareavets.com


16 THURSDAY, APRIL 17,  2025KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

Old-fashioned fun down at Penney Farms

By Jim Luksic
jim@claytodayonline.com 

PENNEY FARMS - The Town of Penney 
Farms’ fourth Old-Fashioned Farm Day got 
underway on a peaceful, cloud-free Sat-
urday morning as vendors and exhibitors 
greeted dozens — and gradually hundreds 
— of attendees.

David and Anita Cooper, the town’s 
manager and clerk, respectively, helped 
oversee the five-hour affair, which was ex-
pected to bring in 400 to 500 visitors.

“We hope to build off of this,” David said 
about the yearly event’s impact on Penney 
Farms, nestled about 5 miles west as the 
crow flies from Clay County Fairgrounds.

“I love seeing everybody come out,” said 

Anita, who noted 15 local exhibitors and 45 
vendors. “This is fun, old-timey stuff.”

Old-Fashioned Farm Day — which 
stretched from the historical museum to 
Martina C. Kohler Park — comprised food 
and refreshments, arts and crafts, musical 
entertainment, the Easter Bunny, classic 
cars and a small petting zoo.

Among the faces in the crowd was Alan 
“Old Man” Powell and his hands-on toys. 
The retired fireman said he always loved to 
carve “just like his grandfather” and enjoys 
displaying the items.

About 50 yards away stood Keystone 
Heights resident Jeff Rehkopf, a former 
auto mechanics teacher. For the second 
time, he was at the festival showcasing 

PHOTOS BY JIM LUKSIC

Out for a spin: Katie Dile chats on Saturday at the Penney Farms’ Old-Fashioned Farm Day.

Retired teacher Jeff Rehkopf, of Keystone Heights, shows off antique radios at Old-Fashioned 
Farm Day.

classic radios, including a century-old 
antique. “I like showing off and talking to 
people,” he explained.

Longtime Penney Farms resident Ju-
lie Collison, a London transplant with an 
intact British accent, greeted folks at one 
entrance while distributing a Farm Day 
schedule and town map.

Bill Caton, a first sergeant with the 

Florida Youth ChalleNGe Academy, accom-
panied at-risk uniformed teens during the 
event. As part of the program’s community 
service, they participated in Farm Day’s 
opening ceremony.

It wasn’t long before the brisk morning 
gave way to a warm, sparkling afternoon.

“We got really lucky,” Anita Cooper said 
of the idyllic conditions.

						      STAFF PHOTO BY JIM LUKSIC

Classic cars were the talk of the town.

mailto:jim@claytodayonline.com


kickstands up at 10:30.
First stop is at the Howlin’ Wolf in Mel-

rose, then to VFW Interlachen for lunch, 
then the Boogerville Hideout in Green Cove 
Springs, before returning to VFW in Mid-
dleburg.

The event will include 50/50 drawings, 
raffles and food by Cht’z and Giggles. Live 
music from 4 to 8 p.m. will include sets 
from Shopping Mall Guerrillas, Branford 
Highway and Duval County Line.

Thrasher-Horne Center
to celebrate 20 years

ORANGE PARK – The Thrasher-Horne 
Center’s 20-year Celebration will be April 
19 and feature a community event starting 
at 10 a.m.

The event will include 34 local vendors, 
free crafts for children, ticket contests, 
live entertainment, food, services, and a 
free showing of Disney’s Moana with free 
popcorn at 11:30 a.m.

The Woodwind Quintet will perform at 2 
p.m., followed by the Navy Band Southeast 
Fair Winds Woodwind Quintet at 2:30 p.m.

Safety Telecommunicators Week 
highlights first responders

National Public Safety Telecommunica-
tors Week (April 13-19) is a time to spot-
light the true “first” responders. Every day, 
dispatchers are the ones fielding emergen-
cy calls in real time as they unfold. But 
when dispatchers are in crisis, who is 
there for them?

LSF Health Systems’ First Responder 
Peer Support Program provides critical 
mental health resources to support dis-
patchers and other first responders when 
they need help.

Statistically, first responders and dis-
patchers have high rates of relationship 
issues, alcohol/drug abuse and suicide at-
tempts and completions. In fact, according 
to Blue H.E.L.P., more than 1,200 first re-
sponders in the U.S. have died by suicide 
since 2019.

Shelly Castellano, a 911 dispatcher in 
St. Johns County, said peer support is a 
necessary to stay level-headed call after 
call. “We need to stay healthy, for our jobs 
and our families, because they depend on 

us,” she said.
First responders or their family mem-

bers can visit StayFitforDuty.org or call 
211 for more information.

Led Zeppelin tribute 
to rock in September

Kashmir: The Spirit of Led Zeppelin Live 
featuring Jean Violet is slated to perform 
at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 20 at Thrasher-Horne 
Center on College Drive in Orange Park.

Tickets, which range from $29 to$59, 

will be available at THcenter.org or by call-
ing (904) 276-6815.

Musical comedy coming 
to Thrasher-Horne

On the heels of Wednesday, the third 
most-watched show on Netflix of all-time, 
Big-League Productions, Inc. presents The 
Addams Family, a devilish musical comedy.

Wednesday Addams, the ultimate prin-
cess of darkness, has grown up and fall-
en in love with a young man from a re-

spectable family. Gomez Addams must do 
something he’s never done before – keep 
a secret from his beloved wife, Morticia. 
Everything will change for the whole family 
on the night they host a dinner for Wednes-
day’s “normal” boyfriend and his parents.

The musical will be on the Thrash-
er-Horne Center stage at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 
30. Tickets, which start at $39, are avail-
able at the box office or thcenter.org.

EVENTS
from page 9
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

mailto:drshockley@hotmail.com


18 THURSDAY, APRIL 17,  2025KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

12x20
$270  

per mo. 

12x24
$281 

per mo. 

10x20
$212  

per mo. 

12x20
$278  

per mo. 

12x20
$213  

per mo. 

12x30
$340  

per mo. 

Located in Starke, Florida • 15195 US Hwy 301
Call Dena  (904) 964-3330

shedsandsteel.com

www.shedsandsteel.com
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Florida Homes
Realty & Mortgage

Todd 904.588.2083 • Debbie 316.648.0595

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

510 S. Lawrence Blvd., KSHKeystone Heights 
SPORTS 

904-276-2776 • WWW.LANOPALERAKINGSLEY.COM • 2024 KINGSLEY AVE. • ORANGE PARK

MARGARITA MONDAYS $4 DOLLAR SPECIAL
SERVING LOCAL
MEXICAN FOOD 

SINCE 1991

FHSAA Boys Weightlifting

Indians own lone team title; MHS Craven gets 2A title
Keystone Heights with six 1A titles

By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Keystone Heights 
High’s boys weightlifting has its own his-
tory of winning big on the big stage and 
Friday’s Olympics region title emphasized 
the point with the Traditional title going to 
West Nassau by two points.

“This area is ripe for strong weightlift-
ing programs because good coaches are 
getting good kids and the small schools like 
Keystone Heights, West Nassau and Willis-
ton are all on the bubble of being in the 
mix for a long time,” said Keystone Heights 
coach Steve Reynolds. “The kids in areas 
like ours; small, farm areas with tough, 
hard working kids and then they get a good 
coach that can teach proper technique and 
strategy is a good start for great programs. 
You could see some surprises at state from 
some schools not normally in the hunt.”

Keystone Heights, with champions 
Elijah Mize at 119, Colton Hollingsworth 
at 129, Kyle Perkins at 199 and Jackson 
Herman at Unlimited took the Olympics ti-
tle with a 56-48 gap on Williston who had 

three individual titles.
“This team has a lot of guys that have 

been lifting for five, six years together and 
that makes a difference from top to bot-
tom,” said Keystone Heights coach Steven 

Reynolds. “The athletes here at Keystone 
Heights are just hard working grinders, in 
all the sports here.”

In Traditional, Keystone Heights got ti-
tles from just Mize and Hollingsworth plus 

top three finishes from Zane Leger and 
Perkins; 2-3, at 199, Brayden Wester at 
238, third, and third at Unlimited by Her-
man to accrue enough points to chase West 
Nassau. West Nassau won just one title in 
Traditional, Rica Garrett at 199, who was 
five pounds up on Leger; 15 on Perkins.

Hollingsworth was fifth in 2024 in Tra-
ditional with Herman 10th at 238 in Olym-
pics.

“We have a handful of guys that we were 
holding back at the regions because they 
didn’t need a big number to get to state,” 
said Reynolds. “We are in good position to 
add 10-15 pounds on some totals that will 
make for a solid team score.”

In Region 1-2A, at 2024 defending 1A 
champion in Olympics and Traditional Su-
wannee, now back in 2A, hosting, it was 
2024 2A runnerup in Olympics and 2A 
champion in Traditional Choctawhatchee 
turning the trick on the powerful Bulldog 
program with the wins in Traditional; 45-
38 over Suwannee and, in Olympics, 62-
52, again over Suwannee.

Keystone Heights beat Suwannee for 
the Traditional title in 2023 with a tie with 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Keystone Heights 119 weightlifter Elijah Mize readies for lift at region championships won by 
Indians in Olympics with a second place in Traditional. Mize and teammate Colton Holling-
sworth were both Olympics and Traditional individual champions as area teams head to state 
championships in Lakeland April 11-12.

SEE FHSAA, 21

mailto:randy@claytodayonline.com
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Early touchdowns get 
Lady Indians 33-6 win
By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Two first half 
touchdown passes by quarterback Alee 
Horten and a fingertip interception by 
Hope Yarbrough were the highlights of a 
33-6 final score for the Lady Indians flag 
football team over Interlachen on Tuesday. 
The win gives Keystone Heights an 8-7 fi-
nal season record as district tournaments 
begin next week.

Horton, with 17 scores before the 
game, added to her total to lead the Indi-
ans with Ashlyn Brown and Aubre Miller 
latching end zone passes in the first half.

Miller’s pass came off a deflection of a 
pass intended for Riley Shubert that Miller 
snagged in the back of the end zone.

Brown, the first score of the night, 
caught a quick out pass and barreled into 
the end zone in front of two Interlachen 
defenders. Horton stretched in for the PAT 
score.

On Monday, Fleming Island exacted 
their own 33-2 win over the Indians.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights wide receiver Ashlyn Brown 
scored first touchdown with quick pass turn 
and run into end zone.

Keystone Heights defender Hope Yarbrough 
had nifty fingertip interception in first half 
and almost took return to the end zone.

KHHS Screen screams 
with homer, double
By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - A two run homer 
and a double got three runs scored by Key-
stone Heights slugger Aiden Screen as the 
Indians returned to wins aftera 12-3 loss 
to North Marion on Monday with a 10-0 
drubbing of Eagle’s View Academy on Tues-
day. Keystone Heights improved to 17-6 
for the season with a regular season final 
Thursday, April 10 at Clay High School. 
The Indians are ranked 23rd in Class 2A as 
district tournaments are set to start next 
week with Keystone Heights the district 
4-2A top seed getting a BYE on April 14 
with their semifinal on April 15.

Against Eagle’s View, the Indians built a 
4-0 lead into the sixth behind Screen’s ho-
mer with Gage Barry on base in the fourth 
and a Gage Barry RBI single to score An-
drew Wilson for a 3-0 lead and a double by 
Screen to 4-0 in the fifth.

In the sixth, singles by Tyler Brinson, Ty 
Mitzel, Wilson, Barry and Ryder Trull end-
ed the game at 10-0.

Barry had seven strikeouts for the Indians.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights batter Aiden Screen ripped 
a left field two run homer and an RBI double 
in Indians 10-0 win over Eagles View Acade-
my on Tuesday, April 8.

Keystone Heights first baseman Austin Smith 
awaits throw from pitcher Gage Barry in pick 
off attempt in 10-0 win over Eagle’s View 
Academy.

mailto:randy@claytodayonline.com
mailto:randy@claytodayonline.com
www.gordonchevy.com
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South Sumter in Olympics behind Suwan-
nee. In 2024, the Indians were third be-
hind Suwannee and South Sumter in 1A in 
Olympics and second to Suwannee in Tra-
ditional.

Clay County’s lone individual 2A title 
went to Middleburg’s Sam Craven, at 183 
in Traditional who beat Fernandina Beach’s 
Luke Twardy by five pounds.

“My mindset was to secure a spot at 
state first, then go for it all,” said Craven. 
“I was first Middleburg guy out of state 
last year and have been working all year 
with coach Traywick to be a better lifter 
this year. I definitely have a lot left in the 
tank for state and may shock quite a few 
people.”

In Olympics, Fleming Island, with 
Deh’mir Jackson, seventh last year at 219, 
second at 219, and Cohen Cioffi fourth at 
238, finished sixth with 12 with Middle-
burg, with 11 points seventh behind a third 
by Wein Sulph at 183 with Sam Craven 
sixth in the same weight, and Charles Lit-
tle at Unlimited finishing fourth with Bron-
co teammate Trent Pavlus sixth. Little was 
sixth last year in Olympics.

In Traditional, Middleburg and Clay fin-
ished ninth and 10th with scores of seven 
points apiece with Clay’s Zerek Migliore at 
139 taking second in a total tie with Fer-
nandina Beach’s Clay Hicks, but awarded 
second by body weight.

At 119, Clay’s Wyatt Hickox was sixth 
while at Unlimited, Clay’s Eli Oscoa was 

sixth.
Jammes Harris, 10th at 119 last year 

for Middleburg in Traditional and ninth in 
Olympics, finished 10th at 129 and fifth in 
Olympics at the region meet.

For Fleming Island, Cioffi was second 
but 80 pounds away from Choctawhatchee’s 
Alex Urtecho, 650-570.

Middleburg got seventh place finishes 
from Caiden Thigpen at 154 and Danny 
Raines at 169 with Bronco teammate Ma-
son Peevy ninth also at 169.

FHSAA
from page 19

Keystone Heights High 119 lifter Dylan Cur-
rington is new face in Indians lineup capable 
of bringing team points to Indians state title 
chase.

Keystone Heights High 199 lifter Kyle Perkins 
won a region Olympics title and is looking to 
chase down a state title for the Indians.

Keystone Heights High’s boys weightlifting team shows off their Olympics region team title. 
Indians finished second in Traditional.

By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - After a tumultu-
ous week of high-octane softball at the 
Kissimmee Klassic, the Keystone Heights 
and Oakleaf high school softball teams, 
ironically, returned home on Sunday only 
to have a game against each other on Tues-
day.

Down south in Kissimmee, speaking of 
gauntlet schedules, Oakleaf and Keystone 
Heights softball took a week to bash bats 
with the likes of Bartow (6A runnerup), 
Coral Reef (7A region semifinalist), Viera 
High (region loss to Bartow) and 4A-Eau 
Gallie High (11-6, region finalist 2024) for 
the Knights with the Lady Indians facing off 
Florida Christian (2A region semifinalist), 
Jensen Beach (4A region finalist), 7A-St. 
Cloud (13-5, region quarters) and, close to 
home, West Nassau (3A region semifinal-
ist) at the annual Kissimmee Klassic Invi-
tational.

Oakleaf had losses to Bartow (6-0), 
Coral Reef (6-0), Viera (8-5) and Eau 
Gallie (14-2) while Keystone Heights had 
wins over Florida Christian (5-1) and Jen-
sen Beach (3-2) to start with losses to St. 
Cloud (6-1) and a thriller to West Nassau 
(1-0).

For Keystone Heights, coach Jessica 
Marquart got her wins to start the tourna-
ment; 5-1 over Florida Christian and 3-2 
over Jensen Beach before tough losses to 
St. Cloud (6-1) and a spinetingler against 
West Nassau (1-0), a frequent regional 
playoff foe for the Indians.

“I likened the team in Kissimmee as a 
good bonding experience that they learned 
to dig a little deeper for the teammate next 
to them,” said Marquart. “I got to put some 
players in different positions to see how we 
would react in a different spot to give me 
some options in the playoffs.”

For Oakleaf coach Heather Han, the 
schedule put in front of her team had its 
goods and its bads.

“We learned that we could hit against 
good pitching when we see it,” said Han. 
“We also learned that little mistakes turn 
into tougher games and that, if we give 
away runs early against good teams, it’s 

very hard to get them back.”
Ironically, Oakleaf traveled to Keystone 

Heights on Tuesday, April 8 and left with an 
11-1 win that saw senior shortstop Jaydyn 
Beall bash two doubles to put her in posi-
tion to score three runs.

Oakleaf got up quickly, as per Han’s 
wishes in Kissimmee, with a 3-0 lead off 
Beall’s first double with an error scoring 
Beall off a Ava Tolbert bunt. Singles by 
Oakleaf pitcher Charlotte Maddox and Zoe 
Schmehl scored two more to go to 3-0.

In the third, Keystone Heights got Chloe 
Still on base with a Maddox pitching hit, 
then an error to score the game 4-1.

In the sixth, Keystone Heights pitcher 
Kadence Massey, who finished with six 
strikeouts, got bumped up with singles and 
a Avery Garcia double to get the Knights 
to 11-1. Maddox finished with eight strike-
outs for the Knights.

Keystone Heights gets no breather on 
their schedule as they finish up with Flem-
ing Island (10-6), University Christian (13-
3, No. 3 in 1A), Santa Fe (14-1, No. 4 in 
3A), Bartram Trail (12-7), Eustis (11-3, 
No. 7 in 3A), Bradford (6-6) and Ridgeview 
(6-11) to finish regular season play.

Tough Kissimmee week over; 
Oakleaf visits Keystone Heights

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights pitcher Kadence Massey 
has strong game against tough Oakleaf 
batting lineup.

	
Keystone Heights outfielder Chloe Still scoops 
up outfield ball in loss to Oakleaf.

mailto:randy@claytodayonline.com
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NORTH FLORIDA NORTH FLORIDA 
WELL DRILLINGWELL DRILLING

& PUMP  SERVICE LLC& PUMP  SERVICE LLC

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local  
Water Experts

Come by The Office For A Water 
Quality Analysis And A Free 

Treatment Estimate

105 Commercial Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-3204
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Classifieds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the first week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the first run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior 
to the first insertion cancellation 
must be made by classified 
deadline of Monday by noon. Ads 
must comply with Federal, State a 

local laws. We are not responsible 
for ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMER-
CIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week $23
2 week $24          2 week $40	
3 week $32          3 week $56
4 week $40          4 week $72

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column inch 
with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 

1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3” $160 for 4 weeks 

Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 12/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
877-305-1535 

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit cards. Medical 
bills. Car loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call National Debt Relief 
and find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! 
Free quote: Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer & 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595
 
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

Replace your roof w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, starting at 
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a free 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home's 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have 
zip code of service location ready when 
you call!

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

MobileHelp America's premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

We buy Guitars

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Looking for 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angeli-
co, Stromberg. And Gibson Mando-
lins / Banjos. These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-866-307-5421

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1952

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION: A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-866-782-4060. Have zip 
code of service location ready when 
you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it! Pick the plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-888-521-2793

Medical 
Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

We buy Watches

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-888-280-

1115

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS

Your donation helps fund the search 
for missing children. Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free 
Pickup Running or Not

Tax Donation -Call 888-815-4341

Business 
Opportunities

Are you ready for financial freedom?

Visit: www.cashcoach-paul.com

http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.cashcoach-paul.com
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Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 

Call or Text 
352-494-1829

First Time Home Buyers • Veterans • Investment Property • Residential • Commercial • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

OVER $18.5 Million  
SOLD in 2024

Welcome

HOME❣
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