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Foreign affairs: Keystone Heights HS students inducted
By Jenn Samsel 
For Clay Today

 Not every day does a group of students 
master a language and truly shine in 
their skills. Only a privileged handful 
earns this prestigious honor yearly, 
making it a remarkable achievement.

On Friday, Feb. 28, the 21st Annu-
al Induction Ceremony of the French 
Honor Society, La Société Honoraire de 
Français, took place alongside the in-
augural induction of the Spanish Honor 
Society, La Sociedad Honoraria His-
pánica: La Luz de Keystone Chapter, in 
Keystone Heights. All told, there were 
13 students inducted into the French 
Honor Society and six students into the 
Spanish Honor Society.

The ceremony included previous 
inductees reciting the motto in French 
and then passing a candle to each new 
member. After receiving their candle, 
the new members recited the motto for 
the first time, after which they would 
receive a certificate and a pin. 

Additionally, graduating seniors 
were presented with a special medal.

“The students receive a ribbon with 
a pin which has the French flag and 
the American flag, as a symbol of our 
friendship with France with the year 
on it,” said Brenda Velez, a Keystone 
Heights HS French teacher who over-
sees the French Honor Society.

“The students can put it on their 
college applications to stand out 
amongst all the other people compet-
ing to get to those few spots when they 
enter college. They can also put it on 
scholarship applications for the same 
reason to be chosen, plus they have 
proof that they are an honor student, 
which makes them a scholar recipient, 
and then job applications to show that 
they are the top student because they 
received hundreds of applicants.

“There are only 13 people that are PHOTO COURTESY OF KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HS

Spanish group members (from left): Aubrey Nelson, Marli Hemphill, Natalie Layfield, Alyssa 
Townsend and Ryder Thomas SEE FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 6
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Take heed
  5. One’s superior
  9. Prepped meat
 11. Tighten anew
 13. Type of textile fiber
 15. Animalistic
 16. When you hope to  
        get somewhere
 17. Offender
 19. Former NYC mayor Ed
 21. Type of cryptocurrency
 22. Mauna __, Hawaiian  
         volcano
 23. Herring-like fish
 25. Popular PBS program
 26. Congressman (abbr.)
 27. Flightless Australian  
        birds
 29. Defrosted
 31. Prior Yankee sensation  
          Kevin
 33. Nasal mucus
 34. Some are southern
 36. A place to construct
 38. Popular beer brand
 39. Shouts of farewell
 41. Network of nerves
 43. Make a mistake

 44. Showed old movie
 46. Body parts
 48. A divisor
 52. Congressional  
        investigatory body
 53. Papers
 54. Most unnatural
 56. Judge the worth of  
        something
 57. Makes sounds while  
         sleeping
 58. Which
 59. Hungarian Violinist
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Pages
  2. Head pain
  3. A loud utterance
  4. Large brown seaweed
  5. Hulu’s chef Carmine
  6. Greek mountain
  7. Made final
  8. Bar
  9. Tai subgroup
 10. What you eat
 11. Teaches again
 12. Small constellation
 14. Type of berry
 15. Cows fattened for meat

 18. A way to hoof it
 20. Exaggerated a role
 24. About two
 26. Long upholstered seat
 28. What employees earn
 30. Fiber from a  
         coconut husk
 32. Digits
 34. Polish by rubbing
 35. Liquid body substances
 37. Furniture with open  
        shelves
 38. Edible part of a chicken
 40. Satisfy
 42. Tool used to remove
 43. Icelandic poems
 45. Swiss village
 47. Drunks
 49. Evergreen plant genus
 50. Light precipitation
 51. Ribosomal  
        ribonucleic acid
 55. An informal debt  
          instrument
 

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Puzzles sponsored by 
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Jim Luksic

OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned 
about the county commission, the school board or your 
city council or commission, sit down and take a few 
moments to write us a letter.All we ask is that you keep 

it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 
words.
 All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP 
Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, 

type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Jim Luksic at jim@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

New to Clay, they say? Mercy, I know the feeling

WordWord
OF THE WEEK

SEE NEW TO CLAY, 5

Word of the Week is a feature that aims to 
help readers boost their vocabulary in a mean-
ingful way that has practical application. Each 
week, our editorial staff presents a word, its 
definition and its use in a sentence.

Vespertine: (VES-per-tahyn) an ad-
jective meaning active or occurring in 
the evening.

“The pub is lovely in the daytime, 
but it comes alive when the vespertine 
crowd arrives after supper.”

Five years ago, 2020
• Sheriff Darryl Daniels pulled his pro-

posal to keep Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies in Clay County schools from the 
Board of County Commissioners agenda 
meeting Tuesday night, paving the way for 
the school board to create its own police 
force and ending weeks of back-and-forth 
between Daniels and the school board.

• Keystone Heights High has earned 
the first College Board Advanced Place-
ment Computer Science Female Diversity 
Award for achieving high female represen-
tation in AP Computer Science Principles.

• While only a few short-term rental 
properties like AirBnB homes have popped 
up locally, more could be on the way as the 
council recently learned Florida law does 
not allow municipalities to ban these types 
of rental businesses.

 10 years ago, 2015
• Where seven-year-old Somer Thomp-

son’s life was taken, another form of life 
will grow. As she hinted at without con-
firming last month, Diena Thompson an-
nounced March 16 that the Somer Thomp-
son Foundation is moving ahead with plans 
to turn the home where her daughter was 
killed into a community garden. On Feb. 
12, the former home of killer Jared Harrell 
was burnt to the ground as part of a train-
ing exercise spearheaded by the Orange 
Park Fire Department.

• When St. Johns County resident John 
Risler turned 64, he was faced with having 
to understand and then maneuver some-
thing that had previously been foreign to 
him – Medicare. Now a volunteer with El-
derSource, northeast Florida’s Area on Ag-
ing agency, he helps seniors overcome the 
same fear he once had.

This Month
in HistoryBy Jim Luksic

Managing Editor

It was only my third day on the job when 
trusty colleague Don Coble invited me to 
Mercy Support Services.

The purpose: Clay SafetyNet Alliance 
was hosting its monthly assembly for “New 
to Clay” nonprofits. When Don mentioned, 
“There will be some 
people there you 
ought to meet,” he 
was spot-on but 
understated his 
sales pitch.

At first, I had 
thought the gath-
ering would be a 
standard meet-
and-greet wherein 
15 to 20 folks sip 
coffee, make small 
talk about organizations, and then ex-
change business cards with “contact info.”

As it turns out, my assumption couldn’t 
have been more delusional. The first indi-
cation of what was to come at Mercy Sup-
port Services occurred outside, where the 

modest-sized parking lot was chockablock 
with vehicles three rows deep into the ad-
jacent grass.

The get-together took me by storm in a 
positive way – not an easy thing to do.

For the uninitiated (which included 
me until late February): Clay SafetyNet 
Alliance is “a network of Clay County 
faith-based nonprofit, local government 
agencies” that provide social services; 
moreover, it operates in conjunction with 
Shaping Clay enrichment programs.

As I waited in the lobby for my cowork-
er Don to arrive, it wasn’t two minutes be-
fore Janey Fox greeted me.

Rather than merely say, “Hi, welcome” 
before moving on – but Janey took time to 
converse and handed me a sign-up sheet 
to provide my name, occupation, email ad-
dress and so forth. The extra effort was a 
clear sign those involved were genuinely 
interested in welcoming newcomers and 
keeping us in the loop.

Several dozen attendees were mingling 
before the business, which set up shop in 
a spacious room with occupied chairs wall 
to wall.

While striving to shoehorn myself into 
one of the few remaining seats, a woman 
asked, “Are you Jim?” Instead of turning 
around to see if she was addressing some-
body of the same name, I nodded as we 
exchanged pleasantries.

The lady was Don’s dutiful wife, Nancy, 
who had saved a chair for me.

That morning’s surprises would contin-
ue: After a brief opening prayer, all attend-
ees – whether scheduled guest speakers 
or not – stood up and introduced them-
selves. It dawned on me the domino effect 
would soon reach my corner, where I liter-
ally rose to the occasion as the new face of 
Clay Today’s editorial department.

The interactive approach broke the ice; 
any preconceived tension was thawed.

It wasn’t long before I sensed the meet-
ing and organizations were better than 
advertised. Everybody was sincerely con-
cerned with helping one another improve 
the county and its residents

One by one, the nonprofits’ representa-
tives described their services and mission 
while answering questions from curious 
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RAIN OR SHINE 
 NO COOLERS
NO ALCOHOL 

FRIENDS OF KEYSTONE HEIGHTS PRESENTS

CENTENNIAL

Spring Fling

See you there!

SATURDAY | MARCH 29• 2025| 10AM - 4PM
Bounce Houses • Car Show Sponsored by Rotary • Craft Vendors • Food Trucks • Funtastic Fire Brigade 

MHD Rockland: Plane tour of P-3 • Entertainment: Raftus Brown and the Melrose Horns

Bring a chair and enjoy the day!

Keystone Heights Airport, 7150 Airport Rd, Starke, FL 32091

NEW TO CLAY
from page 4

audience members.
A few of those good Samaritans in 

the house: Associates from T.E.A.M. Dad, 
which mentors and empowers new fathers; 
UF Health Jacksonville Dr. Leon Haley’s 
Brain Wellness Program, which helps mil-
itary veterans and first responders who 
sustained concussions; and Florida Epi-
lepsy Alliance, whose health professional 
YaSheika “Ya Ya” Solomon gave insightful 
tips about how to react to seizures (for 
starters, it’s a matter of TRUST).

For upward of two hours, the room was 
teeming with meaningful discourse. The 
gathering was a treasure trove of philan-
thropy – not to mention a goldmine of story 
ideas – on full display.

The meetings occur on the “third Thurs-
day of each month,” which means the next 
one – if my smartphone’s calendar is accu-
rate – will be March 20. If you were me, 
you wouldn’t hesitate to attend and chime 
in.

Keystone Heights Heritage fest a nostalgic celebration

By Jenn Samsel 
for Clay Today

Keystone Heights invited everyone to em-
bark on a nostalgic journey during its Heri-
tage Festival celebrating the city’s rich his-
tory and unforgettable moments that have 

shaped the community over the decades.
On Saturday, March 8, and Sunday, 

March 9, the Keystone Heights Heritage 
Committee showcased various historical 
museum pieces at the Keystone Heights 
Pavilion.

The exhibition highlighted the town’s 

history, featuring key elements such as the 
Keystone Heights Fire Department and the 
Keystone Heights Inn, which were the dis-
play’s main focal points.

 The event unfolded over two dynamic 
days, spotlighting an impressive lineup of 
four inspiring speakers.

On Saturday, Christine Arnold, chair of 
the Keystone Chronicles and Heritage, dis-
cussed the history of Chautauqua, a social 
movement in the United States that lasted 
until the mid-1920s. She delivered a vi-
brant and engaging presentation.

“Keystone needs a museum, and this 
was a way to display the fact that we need 
it, to show what we have, and to bring 
Chautauqua back,” Arnold said.

 “You can’t buy history, and Keystone 
Heights was designated the permanent 
Chautauqua, the winter Chautauqua of the 
South. It’s about everybody gathering in 
our community and many relocating from 
other states, which helped build this fab-

 PHOTO BY JENN SAMSEL
Visitors check out a Keystone Heights Fire Dept. display during the city’s Heritage Festival on 
March 8-9.

SEE HERITAGE FEST, 11
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Food Trucks on-site every day! Live music Friday and Saturday!

azaleacitybrewing.com

120 S. 7th Street Palatka
386-530-2084

Mon - Thurs: 3-10 pm
Fri - Sat: 12 noon -11 pm

Sun: 1-8 pm

You never know what we’ll brew up next!

Azalea City Brewing Company brews 
a variety of craft beers in our Palatka 

brewery. Let us know your favorite  
craft beers and flavors!

JUST 15 MINUTES
FROM KEYSTONE!

BOGO
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other coupon or special, Expires 4.30.25

BUY ONE DRAFT 
AND GET ONE ON US! 

eligible, so it’s pretty elite,” Velez said.
To be selected for this award and in-

ducted, a student must have completed 
two years of the language, an A grade, 
be in the second year or second semes-
ter, and have an overall GPA of 3.2.

The French program began in 2004 
and has continued since. The Spanish 
program has now become part of the 
induction, starting in its first year.

“I wanted them to be recognized, 
and they ought to be recognized for 
their achievement. Next year, we’ll of-
fer Spanish three and so forth, so they 
can complete the four years, because 

one of the things that Florida offers 
students is a complete four years of 
a world language -- either Spanish or 
French or any other language -- during 
their high school, which is the seal of 
biliteracy by the state of Florida,” said 
Spanish teacher Diana Scarborough.

Students who earn this type of 
achievement can receive scholarships, 
get into prestigious colleges, and apply 
for jobs, showing employers they can 
speak more than one language.

A table of French and Spanish foods 
was available for all families attending 
the ceremony.

Additional group members (front row, from left): Kherrington Norman, Skylar Brown, Anto-
nia McCormick, Schiley Starling, Evie Hallberg, Lili Zielinski, Tinleigh Gubics, Briley Kendrick, 
Braelyn Zurek, Ryleigh Spivey, Kenly Chitty, Alexis Mitola, Alexys Schleeter, Kayden Westberry, 
Kyra Cogley; (back row) Dominick Rodgers, Savannah Hem, Olivia Griffin, Owen Richards, 
Lilliana Booth, Gloria Gilmore, Hunter Sheppard, Maddox Hay, Christian Boulet, Rena Reddish, 
Ava Herman, Benjamin Mann, Brandon Nagle, Jack Poncher, and Wesley Poncher. (Students 
not pictured: Joshua Blank, Vaeda Blumberg, Dallas Decrosta, Ethan Franklin, Christopher Gray, 
Heather Jarzynka, Hailyn Knight, Katelyn Kruegar, Ashly McCarvthy, Will Ross)

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
from page 1

As much as we love digital banking, there is no substitute for ‘analog’ client service 
in banking. Count on your Capital City Bankers to provide the solutions you need for 

your next milestone, no matter where you are in life. ccbg.com.

Around here, we always 
have reliable service.

Allie Gainous
Client Experience Manager

03751_12.31.25
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Sales • Service • Installation • Maintenance

Want 
Perfect 
Comfort 
All Year 
Long? 

904.596.0555
AirInnovationsFL.com
info@airinnovationsfl.com

#CAC1822257

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • LICENSED AND INSURED
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Feat of Clay: State Forest 
trees appear to please

By Randy Reagor
For Clay Today

MIDDLEBURG — After returning from my 
cycling trip to Jennings State Forest, I told 
my wife, “I think I know where Clay County 
got its name - the road to the entrance is 
made of clay!”

Without looking up from her Kindle, my 
wife replied, “You might want to do some 
research. It is probably named after a per-
son.”

Alas, it is named after famous Ameri-
can statesman Henry Clay, but my enthu-
siasm for trail biking was not dampened.

Although the entrance at Live Oak Lane 
is sand and clay, it wasn’t too soft, so I had 
little difficulty traversing the first half mile. 

Then it became hard-packed clay and grav-
el, which is what the main trails I’ve ridden 
in northeast Florida forests comprise.

After I reached the end of the road, I 
returned to one of the side streets, Arte-
sian Farms Road, a great area to see birds. 
I say that because it runs beneath power 
lines, and as bird watchers know, those 
areas attract hawks, falcons, and other 
raptors. I wasn’t disappointed because 
Cooper’s hawk landed roughly 100 yards 
before me about a half mile down the road. 

Then, as if to say, “I’m here too,” a wild 
turkey scooted in front of me a stone’s 
throw away.

The road became a little more difficult 

STRAWBERRY 
FESTIVAL

Bradford County
The 27th Annual

When: 
March 29 & 30, 2025

Location: 
Bradford County 

Fairgrounds
2300 N Temple  
Avenue, Starke

SEE FEAT OF CLAY, 9
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We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

because of loose sand, and I also encoun-
tered the only real hill on my journey, re-
quiring me to gear down two clicks on my 
bike. After breathing heavily, I turned onto 
Three Bridges Road, probably my favorite 
part of my outing.

Side trails can often be sandy and hard 
to traverse. Three Brides wasn’t. It was 
hard-packed with little loose sand, and 
most of it was as easy as cycling on clay. 
Jennings has 15 biological communities, 
and this area was mostly pine and com-
pletely shaded. 

When I turned down Skeleton Key Road, 
I was startled by several robins and a 

white-tailed deer. Seeing the deer so close 
confirmed what I already knew — you can 
get closer to wildlife on a bicycle because 
you don’t shake the ground like you do on 
foot.

If side trails don’t interest you, I sug-
gest Bell Cemetery Road, which I took back 
to my car. If you’re feeling adventurous, 
take the Rattlesnake Road loop. 

Like many city-dwellers, part of the 
appeal of a place like Jennings is seclu-
sion, and it didn’t disappoint. This part of 
the forest was the first area I saw people, 
though I’m not sure they saw me.

Oh, well. Back to the city and streets 
not made of clay.

When you go:

·  Make sure your bike tires are at least 
28mm wide. Gravel riders prefer widths 
around 40mm or more for grip and stabili-
ty on uneven surfaces.

·  If you have a Brazon (bike bottle hold-
er), ensure it fits snugly because it might 
bounce out. I suggest using a metallic bot-
tle, because you’ll hear it.

·  Print out a map of the trail. Although 
the roads and trails are marked, it’s a good 
idea.

For more information, visit: fdacs.gov/
Forest-Wildfire/Our-Forests/State-For-
ests/Jennings-State-Forest.

FEAT OF CLAY
from page 8
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Consumers eggs-asperated by shortage, costs
By Don Coble 

MIDDLEBURG – Yvette Musgrove was 
talking to a customer when another 
opened the door at her Yum: A Southern 
Market. The door was triggered with an 
animal-sounding alarm to let her know 
somebody was entering her cozy market of 
knick-knacks and homemade bakery delec-
tables.

Musgrove took a slow gaze at the door 
and mumbled.

“That door alert will be changed before 
I go home,” she said.

The sound of a chicken clucking or a 
roster crowing every time the door opened 
suddenly seemed personal, as if they were 
laughing at her financial despair.

There’s nothing funny about the price of 
eggs jumping from $28 a case for 30 dozen 
to $230, Musgrove said.

Added to the prices of cream cheese 
and flour tripling in the last couple of 
years and the prices of butter and sugar 
doubling, Musgrove said she was going to 
use Sunday and Monday, the days her shop 
was closed, to decide which items to drop 
from her menu, which items to raise prices 

on and which new items will require fewer 
eggs.

“How are you supposed to make a liv-
ing when you lose money every day? If you 
raise your prices, the sad part is salaries 
haven’t raised as much as our prices have 
gone up,” Musgrove said. “We can only 
raise our prices so much, or we don’t have 
any customers. I’m not anchored by a Pub-
lix or a Walmart, so people that come here 
have to consciously make a decision to 
come in here.”

 Passing the costs to customers

Laws prohibit restaurants and bakeries 
from using eggs from homegrown or family 
farms. They must use sourced eggs deliv-
ered from a supplier.

Waffle House made the difficult deci-
sion on Feb. 3 to add a 50-cent surcharge 
for every egg, and that led to others ad-
justing their pricing. Considering the price 
of an egg has increased by 56 cents in the 
last three years, that’s probably a bargain.

When asked if customers have noticed 
a change, one server said, “All day, every 

day.”
Huddle House charges an extra 50 

cents for each egg, while the Black Creek 
Café was forced to charge 50 cents for an 
egg order. Denny’s announced on Tuesday 
an additional charge for egg-based dishes. 
It’s a $2 value menu selection that now 
costs $2.99.

Local breakfast spots like Sunrise 
to Sunset in Green Cove Springs, Maple 
Street Biscuits on Fleming Island, Nicole’s 
On the River in Orange Park, Kelly’s Coun-
try Kitchen in Clay Hill and Cracker Barrel 
and Metro Diner in Orange Park have not 
raised their prices or imposed surcharges.

Grumpy’s in Middleburg hasn’t changed 
any of its pricing, but owner Dell Hoard 
says that may soon change.

“Eggs are definitely becoming a chal-
lenge,” he said. “It’s come to the point 
where we may have to change our prices. 
A box of eggs costs us $120. That’s more 
than twice what we used to pay, and our 
food vendor said it won’t go down. If any-
thing, it’s only going to go up.”

Hoard said each box contains 15 dozen, 
and his location uses as many as 30 boxes 
a week.

“We have to do something about it. We 
can’t keep taking a hit like that,” he said. 

“You want to keep the price at a point 
where people still want to eat out. We buy 
in bulk, so we get a fair price.”

Consumers are feeling the pinch at 
the grocery store. The price for one doz-

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

         Eggs seem to nest in a bed of money.

Thousands of chicks sold as residents start constructing chicken coops

Yum: A Southern Market owner Yvette 
Musgrove said the cost of eggs has increased 
from $28 a case to $230 a case in the last 
three years.

Judy Underwood said her three Lavender Orpington chickens are like family members. 
Each chicken produces an egg a day, and she said the key is to make sure they are kept 
safe, fed and live in clean conditions.

SEE EGGS, 14
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Bryan’s 
251 East Walker Dr.251 East Walker Dr.

352-473-4006352-473-4006
www.bryansace.comwww.bryansace.com

155 S Lawrence Blvd.
(352) 473-8684

Be Spring Ready!
No matter what the season... 

our stores are here to supply you with thousands of products  
for your home, yard, garden, or special occasion.

ALL YOU NEED FOR
PLANTING FLOWER BEDS

IT’S VEGGIE
PLANTING TIME

TREAT NOW
FOR SAND SPURS

352-473-0352
800-255-6959

www.sweetpsflorist.com

We’re proud to be your hometown store!
PROVIDING ALL YOUR LAWN  

& GARDEN ESSENTIALS!

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

J-G
  

 

ulous event. This is where you can come 
to learn so many things and have lessons 
given by an artist or an author,” she ex-
plained.

 Thom Parham spoke in the afternoon 
about the Maple Leaf Shipwreck National 
Landmark. He discussed the artifact con-
servator of one of America’s most signifi-
cant Civil War archaeological sites.

 On Sunday, the Rev. Carey Morford 
from the Mission of the Dirt Road spoke 
about Growing Gratitude, while Marilyn 
Young, the Extension Program assistant, 
discussed Native Plants and Trees.

 The Keystone Heights Heritage Com-
mission Chautauqua 2025 Pop-Up Muse-

um featured a sampling of historic neon 
signs, furniture, miscellaneous items and 
multiple pictures displayed throughout the 
Pavilion, allowing visitors to travel down 
memory lane from a century ago. Plus, a 
highlight was their special guests, local 
Octogenarians -- including a couple in 
their 90s -- who shared precious memories 
from their early days of living in Keystone 
Heights. “What a treat,” Keystone Heights 
Mayor Nina Rodenroth said.

 Despite less-than-ideal weather over 
the two days, the event saw a substantial 
turnout.

 The Keystone Heights Heritage Com-
mission advocates establishing a per-
manent museum in Keystone Heights, so 
everyone can appreciate its history and 
artifacts.

HERITAGE FEST
from page 5
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

$389,000

4943 SE 10th Place
Keystone Heights, FL

LAKE SANTA FE

$1,100,000

CLEARWATER LAKE

$239,000

164 Clearwater Lake Rd
Hawthorne, FL

LAKE SANTA FE

$350,000

00 SE 5th Ave
Melrose, FL

LAKE GENEVA

$394,500

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

7883 SR 21
Keystone Heights, FL

LAKE SANTA FE

$580,000

4352 SE CR 21B
Keystone Heights, FL

12 ACRES

$450,000

5065 NE CR 219A
Melrose, FL

GRANDIN LAKE

$339,000

764 Lake Shore Terrace
Interlachen, FL

LAKE FRONT

$540,000

6437 Baker Road
Keystone Heights, FL

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMESVIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

9817 CR 1469
Earleton, FL

CB Isaac RealtyCB Isaac Realty

"We Make It Happen""We Make It Happen"  https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p
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LAKE FRONT

$399,900

LAKE FRONT

$237,000

HISTORIC

$360,000

NEW PRICE

$190,000

COMMERCIAL

$150,000

15 ACRES

$429,000

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

12003 SE 225th Drive
Hawthorne, FL

CB Isaac RealtyCB Isaac Realty

COMMERCIAL | RESI

$399,999

6004 SE US 301

TWO HOMES

$325,000

ONE OF A KIND

$325,000

403 S Cherry Street
Starke, FL

7015 King Street
Keystone Heights, FL

6874 Deer Springs Road
Keystone Heights, FL 

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMESVIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

14245 Cole Street
Waldo, FL

6838 Big Sky Lane
Melrose, FL

0 W Sapp Street
Starke, FL

"We Make It Happen""We Make It Happen"  https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p

21215 SE 111th Ave
Hawthorne, FL
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D R I L L I N G  I N C .

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989
352.473.0534 

969 SE State Rd 100 • Keystone Heights, FL

State License #7112 & State License 7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
   & Maintenance 
• Water Testing 
• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

3 Generations of  
Well Drilling

Over 50 Years 
of Experience TEAL 

TILE
Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

en Grade A large eggs on Monday, Feb. 24, 
was $8.19 at Winn-Dixie, $5.99 at Publix, 
$5.97 at Walmart, $6.49 brown free-rage 
at Fresh Market, $9.99 pasture-raised at 
Fresh Market and $4.99 cage-free at Fresh 
Market. Fresh Market has a two-dozen lim-
it, but there were no eggs on the shelves.

The reason for nationwide 
shortage

Why are eggs so expensive?
According to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, the pandemic and 
inflation played a role, but the real culprit 
was the outbreak of bird flu, a highly trans-
missible and fatal strain of avian influenza.

The outbreak started in 2022 and be-
came the largest in U.S. history. By Feb. 

18, it affected more than 162 million birds. 
More importantly, it affected more than 
126 million egg-laying birds, including 
chickens, which forced farmers to kill their 
flocks.

Fewer eggs and the lack of egg-laying 
chickens or a cure for the bird flu resulted 
in higher prices or the prospect of prices 
dropping in the foreseeable future.

Getting eggs straight 
from the source

Homeowners found a way to beat high 
prices by turning their backyards into mini 
barnyards so chickens can lay eggs.

At Russell Feed and Farm Supply in 
Middleburg, the demand for chicks has 
far outweighed their supply. The store re-
ceived 500 chicks on Feb. 5, which were 
gone before the close of business. They got 
another 500 a week later, and they were 
gone before they closed the doors.

“People are tired of paying so much, so 
they feel it’s easier just to get their chicks 
and raise them if they’re able,” cashier 

Stacy Duncan said.
Judy and Jim Underwood have had 

chickens for years. Judy grew up on a 
farm, and they decided years ago against 
paying for eggs.

“They taste much better than the store-
bought eggs,” Judy said. “They’re much 
richer.”

Judy said the new chicken owners prob-
ably don’t know they won’t be ready to lay 
eggs for six to eight months. The nation-
wide shortage is expected to last at least 
that long since new flocks are so young.

The Underwoods have three Lavender 
Orpington chickens, each producing an egg 
daily.

“If you don’t wash the membrane off the 
outside of the egg, they can last a couple 
of weeks before you need to put it in the 
refrigerator,” Jim said.

“The chickens are like pets for us,” 
Judy said. “If you tell them something, they 
understand. If you ask them if they want a 
treat, they line up. If I sit down in my lawn 
chair, they’ll jump up in my lap.”

Former Clay County Commissioner 
Gayward Hendry used to get one call a 
month about people interested in buying 
chickens or eggs.

“I had eight calls in one week,” he said. 
“Everyone wants to raise their chickens 
now. It’s not that hard. Just keep them fed 
and keep predators away from them.”

Adjusting to an egg-free future
When Yvette Musgrove returned to 

work on Tuesday, two things were differ-
ent: The price of her eclairs increased from 
$6.50 to $7, and the door chime was a dog 
barking.

“I know 50 cents doesn’t seem like a lot, 
but it’s a lot to me,” Musgrove said.

“I got with my employees, and we start-
ed working on some egg-free recipes. We 
could use liquid eggs, but they don’t taste 
the same. Everything that goes out of here 
has my name on it. I won’t send anything 
out of here that isn’t good. We survived 
COVID. We survived the construction on 
College Drive. This one really hit us hard, 
but we’ll work our way through it.

“But you have to ask, when it will end?”

EGGS
from page 10

Cashier Stacy Duncan at Russell Feed 
and Farm Supply on County Road 218 in 
Middleburg said when the popular store 
receives a shipment of 500 chicks, they 
are all sold before the store closes, with 
nobody buying more than 12.



Construction won’t detour Safe Animal Shelter
Roadwork on County Road 220 keeps rescue behind barriers

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – The 55-gallon orange traf-
fic barrels and Road Closed signs suggest 
otherwise, but Safe Animal Shelter Exec-
utive Director Sandy Summerton said it’s 

perfectly all right to ignore the barricades.
The county’s first no-kill animal shelter 

is trapped behind a wall of confusion, frus-
tration and construction signs on County 
Road 220 between Knight Boxx Road and 
the bridge over Little Black Creek. 

The county said a road-widening project 
to four lanes will take 16 months, which 

means Summerton’s crew of volunteers 
will rely on word of mouth, social media 
and print media to remind the communi-
ty they still accept dogs and cats and have 
plenty for adoption.

CR 220 will be closed from Chief Rid-

Traffic barrels, Detour and Road Closed signs 
direct the community away from the Safe 
Animal Shelter, which is on left with the 
yellow sign.

Leighton gets a kiss from Winnie, one of 
the eight puppies that came from Bradford 
County.

SEE ANIMAL SHELTER, 16
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LakeAreaVets.com

HAWTHORNE 7410 SE US Hwy 301 352-481-4333
•Hawthorne: 8:30-5pm Tues.-Thurs.

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Like us on 
Facebook!

MELROSE: 8762 State Road 21 352-475-2326  
Hours: 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 8:00am - 2:00pm Saturday

• Digital X-ray
• Dental X-ray
•  Dental Cleanings  

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound 
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine Packages

• Microchipping
•  Avian and Exotic Care
•  Euthanasia and  

Hospice Services
• Boarding
• Endoscopy
•  Spay and Neuter Services
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

Full Service Hospital  
with Boarding 

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com



STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
Safe Animal Shelter Executive Director Sandy Summerton holds Winnie. She said the no-kill 
shelter expected a drop-off in adoptions due to construction on County Road 220. While it has 
affected operations, it hasn’t been as dire as expected.

aught Trail to Knight Boxx until May 2026, 
which means the only way to get to Safe 

Animal Shelter is to continue westbound 
on CR 200 past Knight Boxx and the Road 
Closed sign then make a U-turn 100 yards 
past the entrance. 

Another option is to make a right-turn 

from Knight Box – though a sign at the in-
tersection states “No right turns” – and 
make the same U-turn.

“People are having difficulty finding us, 
because it says, ‘Local traffic only’ or ‘No 
thru traffic,’” Summerton said. “They’re 
not realizing that they can still come and 
see us. So, keep coming. Please tell every-
one to keep coming to us.”

The lobby is filled with puppies the 
shelter recently received from Bradford 
County, while the back wall is filled with 
caged cats.

“We don’t have a lot of kittens on site, 
so when it gets into kitten season, we’ll 
probably have a lot,” Summerton said. 
“Right now, we can get all the dogs moving 
out. We’re getting a lot of dog adoptions, 
but the puppies just came in the other day, 
so we have a lot of puppies right now.”

The shelter has talked with the con-
struction company weekly about placing 
a digital sign at the intersection to inform 
the public that the shelter is open and driv-
ing around the closure is allowed.

We’ve asked for the sign every week 

since they started,” she said. “They said 
it’ll be here the next week. So far, it’s still 
not here.”

The project started on Jan. 20.
The shelter is open Tuesday through 

Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. To see dogs 
and cats that are available for adoption, 
visit safeanimalshelter.com.

ANIMAL SHELTER
from page 15

One of eight puppies rescued from Bradford 
County.
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www.poolsandspasplus.com

Proven durability, Beautiful designs. Friendly service...
That’s the doughboy Difference!



OLD FASHIONED FARM DAY at Pen-
ney Farms will be on March 22 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. in and around Martina C. 
Kohler Park, off Clark Ave. by the Town of 
Penney Farms Historical Museum. There 
will be entertainment, games, contests, 
food trucks, historical farm equipment, 
exhibits, demonstrations, antiques and 
classic cars.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION-
ERS will meet on March 25 at 4 p.m. at 
477 Houston St., Commissioners Meet-
ing Room in the Administration Building, 
fourth floor.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CENTENNIAL 
SPRING FLING will be on March 28 and 
hosted by Friends of Keystone Heights.

HOGS FOR DOGS is on March 29 at 
9:30 a.m. to benefit Clay County Humane 
Society. The motorcycle ride starts at 
Adamec Harley-Davidson, 1520 Wells 
Road, Orange Park, and will include stops 
at Cheers on Park Avenue in Orange 
Park, Cheyenne Saloon in East Palatka, 
Watering Holt at Smith Lake in Keystone 
Heights, Roger That Wings and Things in 
Green Cove Springs and end at Whitey’s 
Fish Camp on Fleming Island. Cost is $30 
a rider. Register by March 1, and a rider 
is guaranteed a T-shirt and a goodie bag. 
Event includes food, music, raffles and 
prizes. Register at clayhumane.org or call 
(904) 276-7729.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CENTENNI-
AL SPRING FLING will be on March 
29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Keystone 
Heights Airport. Event will feature bounce 
houses, car show sponsored by Keystone 
Heights Rotary Club, craft vendors, food 
trucks, fantastic fire brigade, MHD Rock-
land plane tour of P-3 and entertainment 
by Raftus Brown and the Melrose Horns. 
Coolers and alcohol are prohibited.

TURN TO STONE: A TRIBUTE TO 
ELO will be on March 31 at 7 p.m. at the 
Thrasher-Horne Center. Tickets, which 
start at $29, are available at the box of-
fice or at thcenter.org.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL will 
meet on April 1 at 7 p.m. at Town Hall 
Council Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUN-
CIL will meet on April 1 at City Hall Coun-
cil Chambers, 321 Walnut St., at 6 p.m.

CLAY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL FAIR 
will open April 3 from 2-10 p.m. at the 
Clay County Fairgrounds. Sugar Ray 
and Uncle Kracker will perform at Cat-
tleman’s Arena at 7 p.m. Advance gate 
admission tickets and a $500 Super VIP 
Pass for all concerts can be purchased at 
the Clay County Fair Box Office, online 

at claycountyfair.org or by calling (904) 
284-1615. Opening day tickets are $5 for 
adults; unlimited rides armbands are $17. 
Reserved concert seats range from $20-
$150.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD will 
meet on April 3 from 6-9 p.m. at the 
Teacher Training Center, Fleming Island 
High, 2233 Village Square Pkwy.

Calendar 
of Events

claytodayonline.com 

SEE EVENTS, 21
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com
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12x20
$270  

per mo. 

12x24
$281 

per mo. 

10x20
$212  

per mo. 

12x20
$278  

per mo. 

12x20
$213  

per mo. 

12x30
$340  

per mo. 

Located in Starke, Florida • 15195 US Hwy 301
Call Dena  (904) 964-3330

shedsandsteel.com
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GATE River Run 15K

New record highlights River Run international return
KHHS Alex Guy top local finisher
By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

JACKSONVILLE - With a return to interna-
tional runners competing in the GATE River 
Run 15k road running race in and around 
downtown Jacksonville, Kenyan Wesley 
Kiptoo answered the call of race director 
Doug Alred and delivered a record setting 
performance with Calli Hauger-Thackery 
from the United Kingdom making her best 
effort to elude Kiptoo to the finish line in 
her winning effort.

Kiptoo, a 25-year-old Iowa State Uni-
versity cross country standout and NCAA 
Indoor 5,000 meter champion in 2021, 
passed Hauger-Thackery on the down side 
of the infamous Hart Bridge then cruised 
into the finish line in a record setting 42 
minutes, 10 seconds to break Todd Wil-
liams 42:20 previous record.

Hauger-Thackery, 32, followed Kiptoo 
with her win in the womens elite race with 
a 47:24 split which was just off the 2014 
course record of 47:00 set by Shalana Fla-
nagan.

Despite the invite to international run-
ners, five American runners; led by by 

second place finisher Brian Barraza, 29, 
of Houston, an Olympic Trials 3,000 Stee-
plechase athlete, in 42:51.

Area runners with outstanding runs 
included; in mens 20-24, collegians Alex 
Guy of Keystone Heights High and a record 
setting cross country runner for Florida 
Southern College, finished ninth in 52:37; 
Matthew Stratton, a St. Johns Country Day 
School state cross country and track cham-
pion and now a runner at the University 
of Florida, was 12th in 53:37; Joel Nesi, 
23, a Ridgeview High state cross country 
and track athlete, who recently finished a 
record setting career at Flagler College, 
was 13th in 53:41. James Snipes, 22, also 
from Ridgeview High state cross country, 
finished 33rd in 1:03:31 with Christian 
Mayfield, 20, of Orange Park High and now 
at Florida State College Jacksonville’s na-
tional team, finsihed 36th in 1:03:43.

In the womens 14-19, St. Johns Coun-
try Day School senior Rebecca Stratton 
finished fifth in 1:05:48 to earn kitchen 
table supremacy off big brother Matthew 
Stratton (12th in 20-24) with Fleming Is-
land High sophomore Eve Schlotthauer, 
14, 11th in 1:08:36.

Former Keystone Heights High cross country 
and track runner Alex Guy, now a graduate 
runner from Florida Southern College, had 
the best local finish at the Gate River Run 15K 
with a ninth in age group run in 52:37. With 
Guy is friend Karah McElhone, 21, who also 
ran the race finishing seventh in the 20-24 age 
group.

Florida Homes
Realty & Mortgage

Todd 904.588.2083 • Debbie 316.648.0595

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

510 S. Lawrence Blvd., KSHKeystone Heights 
SPORTS 

904-276-2776 • WWW.LANOPALERAKINGSLEY.COM • 2024 KINGSLEY AVE. • ORANGE PARK

MARGARITA MONDAYS $4 DOLLAR SPECIAL
SERVING LOCAL
MEXICAN FOOD 

SINCE 1991

Fleming Island Pavement Killers running club 
member Vanessa Lain, 51, finished admirably 
with friend Cinzia Rothrock, behind in white, 
52, with Rothrock outsprinting Lain at the 
finish to take 57th to Lain’s 59th.

SEE RIVER RUN, 20
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In 13 and under girls, St. Johns had 
their pair of standouts in Kate Staten, 13, 
in third in 1:16:29 and Ella Rose Hanna, 
13, in sixth, in 1:17:21.

Boys 13 Under got a third from Judson 
Myers, 13, in 1:02:09.

In womens 20-24, Fleming Island High 

graduate Mei Chiang, 20, finished 18th in 
1:10:09. Gary Myers, Judson’s 52 year old 
dad, was sixth in 50-54 in 57:52.

In 40-44, Fleming Island’s Alma Nick, 
42, was eighth in 1:08:30 with Mae Bark-
er, 47, and a top ultra distance runner, 
getting eighth in 1:08:44. Barker is also a 
St. Johns Country Day School cross coun-
try mom to Ella Rose Hanna.

In 50-54, Fleming Island stalwart Brit-
ta Fortson, 52, was sixth in 1:11:28.

In 55-59, Dena Gaucher, 57, and An-
nette Shannon, 55, both of Fleming Island, 
duked it out with Gaucher 17th in 1:19:35 
outgunning Shannon at the finish, in a 
1:19:48.

In 65-69, athlete psychologist Joni Nei-
digh, 65, willed her way to a 16th place 
finish in 1:35:21.

In 75-79, Annette Stevenson, 78, took 
eighth in 2:16:66 with husband taking pics 
at finish line.

In 80 and over, Barco Newton YMCA 
early morning swimmer Judy Lind, 80, 
strolled in at 2:35:20 in seventh place to 
outduel Orange Park’s Marie Bendy, 82, in 
eighth at 2:39:34.

In male 14-19, Benjamin Hale, 19, 
from FSCJ and son to FSCJ cross country 
coach Jody Hale, was third in 55:16.

In male 35-39, Orange Park’s Chris 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Gate River Run 15K record-setting champion 
Wesley Kiptoo, No. 77, runs with Pat Tierney 
of Pennsylvania in early miles of Gate River 
Run 15K on Saturday. Kiptoo won with 42:09 
time to beat American Todd Williams record 
of 42:20.

Former St. Johns Country School cross country champion and now a University of Florida 
runner Matthew Stratton, 20, finished 12th in 53:37.

RIVER RUN
from page 19

Howard, 38, was eighth at 57:26.
In 40-44, Fleming Island’s Jakob Irwin, 

40, finished fifth in 59:16.
In 45-49, former Magnolia Point Golf 

instructor Tim Cooper, 47, was age group 
champion in 52:44.

In 65-69, Fleming Island’s John Martin, 
66, was 10th in 1:15:32.

In 80 and over, Orange Park High re-
tired teacher and track coach Doug Bar-
rows, 81, was 12th in 2:31:22.



FREE MEDICAL CARE will be on April 
3 from 4-6:30 p.m. at Lake Area Minis-
tries Food Pantry, 131 NE Commercial 
Cir., Keystone Heights. Offered by the 
Emmanuel Project, care is open to chil-
dren and adults who uninsured who are 
within 300% of the 2024 U.S. federal 
poverty guidelines.

FREE HOT MEALS will be served on 
April 3 from 4-6:30 p.m. while they last 
at Keystone Heights Methodist Church, 
4004 State Road 21.

A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD 
will be at the Thrasher-Horne Center on 
April 3 at 10:30 a.m. Tickets, which start 
at $19, are available at the box office or 
at thcenter.org. Groups of at least 10 are 
$10 each.

CLAY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL FAIR 
will continue April 4 from 11 a.m.-11 
p.m. at the Clay County Fairgrounds. 
Clint Black will perform at Cattleman’s 
Arena at 7 p.m. Advance gate admission 
tickets and a $500 Super VIP Pass for 
can be purchased at the Clay County 
Fair Box Office, online at claycountyfair.
org or by calling (904) 284-1615. Spe-
cial gate tickets for Fiesta Family Friday 
are $30 for two adults and as many as 
four children, $9 for seniors and addi-
tional children 6-12, and children 5 and 
younger are free; unlimited rides arm-
bands are $32. Reserved concert seats 
range from $20-$100.

MATH FIELD DAY will be on April 5 
at Oakleaf High, 4035 Plantation Oaks 
Blvd., from 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

EVENTS
from page 17

Tuesday: FIHS loses 12-11 8th to Creekside (7-1)

By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Four doubles by 
the Middleburg High batting lineup spelled 
bad news for the Keystone Heights soft-
ball team as the Broncos won a 7-1 county 
matchup to earn their sixth straight win 
after a three loss skid ended February, al-
beit, those three losses to state champion 
Trenton, state runnerup Branford and 6A 
region finalist East Lake High before start-
ing their streak with an 11-0 win over 3A 

region finalist Episcopal.
“Our outfield was under water yester-

day and we had to move our home game 
against Trenton,” said Middleburg coach 
Ashley Houston. “We always invite the best 
teams to play us. Keystone Heights is al-
ways a playoff contender.”

Against Keystone Heights, Middleburg’s 
bats exploded early with Kerra Clarida 
doubling KK Hagan to third and Emma 
Ward singling in two runs from there. Is-
abel Pifer singled and moved on a Mal-
lory Ficklin sacrifice bunt, but Keystone 
Heights pitcher Kadence Massey whiffed 
Cloey Ballinger and popped out Caylee 
Johnson to stop the quick strike.

Massey and Ballinger on the mounds 
traded blows in the ensuing innings to keep 

the score 2-0 even with Middleburg getting 
a double from Bayleigh Girgis in the fourth 
but Massey strikeout out two more batters.

Keystone Heights got their run in the 
fourth with Amberlea Wagner singling, Au-
drey Cisco sacrifice bunting and Kaleigh 
Marquart hitting a line drive to left fielder 
Mallory Ficklin that got away and scored 
Wagner.

The top of the Middleburg batting line-
up charged to the front with Clarida sin-
gling, Ward doubling and Pifer blasting a fly 
ball to left field for a Clarida run with two 
more hits pushing the Bronco baserunners 
around the horn to a 5-1 lead.

In the sixth, a second double from Gir-
gis, a Mika Wesley single and a Hagan 
fly ball scored the game 6-1 before relief 
pitcher Lily Bennett got three whiffs for 
Middleburg in the bottom of the sixth.

Girgis struck again with an RBI single 
in the seventh to finish the Middleburg 
scoring.

Middleburg, now 8-3, has Yulee (3-1-
1), Creekside (7-1), Baker County (7-1-1) 
and Fletcher (3-3) up next.

Keystone Heights, 4-4, has Ponte Vedra 
(7-1), Fort White (7-3) and Columbia (9-3) 
to finish March.

Note: Fleming Island was tied 8-8 with 
Columbia in the seventh in their game on 
Wednesday, March 12. Fleming Island 
up 11-8 top of eighth against Creekside. 
Creekside three run homer in sixth put 
score at 8-7 Fleming Island. Double from 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Middleburg High softball had plenty of bas-
erunners on board, here with Bayleigh Girgis, 
who had two doubles, on second with Mika 
Wesley sitting at first base in Broncos 7-1 win 
over Keystone Heights.

Keystone Heights second baseman Bella 
Cumbo tosses grounder scoop to first base.

Keystone Heights pitcher Kadence Massey stayed busy on and off the mound with this bunt 
scoop and throw.

Keystone Heights pitcher Kadence Massey 
fires away with Middleburg baserunner 
behind her. Massey had six strikeouts agains 
tough Middleburg batting lineup.

Ashley Madine scores Wilson to 10-8 
Fleming Island in eighth. Single to Victo-
ria Vasquez scores Madine to 11-8. Walk, 
then two strikeouts for Fleming Island 
pitcher Brooke Wilson in eighth. Walked 
three, fourth walk, now 11-9. New pitcher 
Fleming Island, Arianna C..Wild pitch 11-
10. Creekside single, two runs score, up 
12-11.
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Massey scores 9Ks vs Bronco Bats
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WATER WELL CONTRACTING

PARTNERS WITH CAPITAL CITY BANK
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NORTH FLORIDA NORTH FLORIDA 
WELL DRILLINGWELL DRILLING

& PUMP  SERVICE LLC& PUMP  SERVICE LLC

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local  
Water Experts

Come by The Office For A Water 
Quality Analysis And A Free 

Treatment Estimate

105 Commercial Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-3204
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Classifieds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the first week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the first run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior 
to the first insertion cancellation 
must be made by classified 
deadline of Monday by noon. Ads 
must comply with Federal, State a 

local laws. We are not responsible 
for ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMER-
CIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week $23
2 week $24          2 week $40 
3 week $32          3 week $56
4 week $40          4 week $72

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column inch 
with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 

1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3” $160 for 4 weeks 

Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 12/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398
 
STRUGGLING TO HEAR? Audien 
Hearing delivers crystal-clear sound with 
affordable, invisible hearing aids. Starting 
at $189! Call Now: 888-760-1015

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Discover oxygen therapy that moves with 
you with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. Free information kit. 
1-866-477-9045
 
We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer & 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 3/30/25.) 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America's premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, starting at 
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405
 
Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a free 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home's 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have 
zip code of service location ready when 
you call!

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

We buy Guitars

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Looking for 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angeli-
co, Stromberg. And Gibson Mando-
lins / Banjos. These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-866-307-5421

Garage, Yard & 
Estate Sales

A lot furniture, bikes, street strider, 
1000lb trampoline, 22ton log split-
ter, 18”open drum sander, dvds, vhs 
videos, X2 speck X 4.0 horsepow-
er pumps, tools, water tubing- ski 
equipment, cloths, various species of 
wood slabs. Some kline dried others 
air drying, and a lot more.....

This will occur this weekend March 
14,15,and 16th.

Friday 14th will be from 0900 to 1400.

532 Arthur Moore Dr.

Green Cove Springs 32043

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1952

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION: A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-866-782-4060. Have zip 
code of service location ready when 
you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll 
replace it! Pick the plan that fits your 
budget! Call: 1-888-521-2793

Medical 
Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

We buy Watches

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-888-280-

1115

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS

Your donation helps fund the search 
for missing children. Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free 
Pickup Running or Not

Tax Donation -Call 888-815-4341
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Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 

Call or Text 
352-494-1829

First Time Home Buyers • Veterans • Investment Property • Residential • Commercial • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

OVER $18.5 Million  
SOLD in 2024

Welcome

HOME❣
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