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‘Why did we wait so long?’

Local bakeries react to FDA ban on Red Dye No. 3

Color additive used for popular foods, confections linked to cancer

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY - Following a long battle
for most food and health connoisseurs, on
Wednesday, Jan. 15, marked a new step
forward in the world of healthy living.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
announced it would ban the use of FD&C
Red No. 3 in food and ingested drugs.

The synthetic color additive, used to
give products a bright, cherry red appeal—
think a slice of red velvet cake or the mar-
aschino cherry in your cocktail-was found
to be linked to cancer.

The dye is most commonly found in
popular confections and products, like
cookies, frostings, cakes and candies. But,
it could appear in some medicines, includ-
ing acetaminophen.

With the recent decision, these prod-
ucts could begin to look a little different in
the near future. And food businesses are
weighing in.

For local bakers, food coloring is a key
part of their craft. And many are saying

PHOTO BY RONMAR LACAMIENTO/ PEXELS

Red Dye No. 3 is a color additive used in popular foods and confections, such as red velvet
cake. The FDA recently banned the dye due to its link to cancer.

the ban of this particular ingredient is a
long time coming.

“I think it’s definitely a step in the right
direction, but I think we definitely have
more work to do,” said Melissa Jonyka,
owner of Hyssop and Honey Sourdough
Bakery in Middleburg.

Gail Whitehead, owner of Grandma
Gail's Dough House in Green Cove Springs,
has been following the potential ban since
raising her children in the 1980s, when

studies first linked the dye to thyroid can-
cer found in lab rats.

The dye was eventually banned from
cosmetics in 1990, but remained legal in
food products.

“Why did we wait so long?,” Whitehead
said. “I mean, it clearly has been a prob-
lem for a very long time.”

Jonyka said it’s saddening to see the
effect that artificial preservatives as a

SEE RED DYE, 8
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By Don Coble

Sherlff Cook to build on agency’s successes during next 4 years

don@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY - Crime is down in Clay
County compared to years past. For the
first time in a decade, the Clay County
Sheriff’s Office is getting more applications
than it has openings, which allows it to be
more selective about who it hires. And the
community's perception of the agency is
more favorable than in years.

S0, after winning re-election two
months ago with 79.4% of the vote, things
should be on autopilot for Sheriff Michelle
Cook.

Hardly. The Clay County Sheriff’s Office
is just getting started.

She said her agency would focus on
three primary categories in the next four
years: growth and strengthening the bond
between the community and her agency.

“As we continue to grow in Clay Gounty,
the law enforcement needs of the county
grow, t00,” Cook said. “We handled over
275,000 calls for service in 2024. As peo-
ple keep moving in and people keep calling
the police, we have to have the personnel
to respond.

“Growth is one thing you'll hear me talk
aboul — recruiting, retention, the smart
use of technology.

“The second priority is relationships.
We have our Sheriff’s Net meetings a cou-
ple of times a month, Coffee with a Cop —
all of those things because it’s important to
let the community know what we're doing
and to continue to keep that trust that our
community has with us, and I don't take
that for granted. It’'s like any relationship:
you have to work on it, or the relationship
goes sour. I take that very seriously.”

Of course, the sheriff’s office’s primary
job is fighting crime. While the population
increased by 6.2% during Cook’s first four
years in office, violent crime decreased by
5.29% during that same timeframe.

One of her long-range goals is strengthening the bond between the community and her agen-
cy. Sheriff Michelle Cook doesn’t just make appearances as the face of CCSO, she keeps her law
enforcement credentials current.

“I'm happy to report that overall, our
crime numbers are down from 2024,"
Cook said. “But, as we continue to grow,
we must be laser-focused on what crime
trends we're seeing and what's happening,
putting the resources together to address
those concerns. My major initiatives for
2025 are recruiting and retention back at
the top. We have positions to fill. We have
over 900 members, and not because of the
school district transition, but partially be-
cause we had to put our hiring on hold just
a little bit to get all those folks [into the
schools]. We need to fill the spots we have
opened. You'll hear me talking about a lot
about recruiting and retention.

“You'll see the body-worn camera pro-
gram roll out this year, which I'm really
excited about. We've been very deliberate
about our approach for a couple of rea-
sons. One, it's a big investment. Two, we

had the infrastructure to address internal-
ly to ensure we were prepared. You know,
the body-worn camera program is not just
about putting a camera on a body. There
are storage requirements, retention re-
quirements, and public records require-
ments. There’s, you know, maintenance of
the cameras and all the equipment that
goes with it. And it's an investment. We
have to create a body-worn camera unit
just to keep up with all of that. So that'll
be three, four or five people. Then we had
to have a space to put those people in. So,
you know, but you'll see us rolling out our
first 50 cameras here soon.”

Cook has pressed the Board of Coun-
ty Commission for a safety complex that
would expand the current jail facility and
eliminate 30 buildings her agency needs to
work and store equipment. The current jail
and sheriff's office at 825 N. Orange Ave. in

Green Gove Springs was built in 1972 and
is outdated and cramped. Many inmates
sleep on mattresses on the floor, and some
are sent to neighboring counties — at a cost
— when there isn't enough space, even on
cell floors or hallways.

Cook told county council members re-
cently her agency is spread among 30
buildings around the county. She said first
responders desperately need a 50-10-60-
acre complex where the sheriff’s office, fire
rescue, 911 department, emergency man-
agement and fleet maintenance would all
work under one roof to improve services.

“The jail is falling apart around us,” she
said. “I'm concerned that we don’t pull the
trigger on this sooner than later, there's
not going to be any space left out there to
put this together.”

Instead of enjoying her agency’'s suc-
cesses during the last four years, Michelle
GCook said the Clay County Sheriff’s Office
wants so much more.

CLAY TODAY ARCHIVES

Sheriff Michelle Cook recently agreed
to work with the Alachua, Bradford and
Putnam County Sheriff Offices in the
Four-Corner areas.
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HCA Florida Orange Park Hospital
plans to build new Emergency Room |
at Oakleaf Commons

For Clay Today

OAKLEAF — HCA Florida Orange Park
Hospital has site plans to build an Emer-
gency Room at the Oakleaf Commons on
Oakleaf Plantation Parkway and First
Coast Expressway.

According to the site plan, “This proj-
ect is a ground-up construction of a new
one-story building of approximately 10,860
square feet to be used as an 11-treatment
room freestanding emergency department.

ONE—-LEVEL

waiting area, exam rooms, trauma, lab, i| el o~ ¢ FSER
' i sliin ] T e 10,860 SF
nurse station, restrooms, and associated ¢ FFE:73.00

spaces. The project includes two covered |
entry canopies, one for emergency vehi-
cle access and one for public drop off as
separate entities from the main building.
An awning will go from the ambulance en-
trance to the decontamination room. There
are separate enclosures on site for the |

generator and dumpster.” -
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Animal
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- 0S pital - Wellness Exams
- Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging

Because Your Pet Matters

- Diagnostic Lab On-Site
- High Definition Digital X-Ray

¢ - Laser Therapy - Cryotherapy
at oakl eaf - Vaccinations < - Glaucoma (Eye) Testing
PI antatl on Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & Ultraso - USDA Health Certificates

. +Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
A Woman-Owned Small Business  .Dermatology
- General Surgery

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED: PET INSURANCE HELPS

Prioritize your fur babies’ health, happiness, and safety. Consider pet
insurance to cover costs. Stay vigilant for toxic plants as the weather
warms, and keep pets away from harmful vegetation. Microchipping
provides lifetime security and significantly increases the chance of
reuniting your pet if they go missing. Let’s make smart choices this
New Year—let us help you.

Call for'appointment’(904)'317-6955

Our hospital is excited to offer Bongat to enhance your felines’ visit.
This innovative solution ensures a more comfortable and stress-free
experience for your furry friends during their time
with us. We are dedicated to providing the best
care for your pets, making every visit

better than ever.

- Nutritional Counseling
- Behavioral Medicine
- Canine and Feline DNA Testing

Be cautious this February: Keep Valentine’s candy, toxic plants,
and harmful foods away from your pets. Be smart. Be safe.

&

(pregrabalin oral solution)

Dr. Glenda Wiechman | Dr. Sarah Paschall
8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | (904) 317-6555 | oakleaf.vet

Earn a 6.25% savings on all future
services with our Vet2Pet loyalty :
program. Get our app, AHOP VET, [ S eriey
and start earning today.
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Community Foundation has several scholarship options for students

THE COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY — The Community Founda-
tion will accept applications for its 2025
College Scholarships through March 14.
The foundation offers several scholar-
ships each year that benefit Northeast
Florida students seeking post-secondary
degrees.Before you begin your application,
the foundation encourages students to
complete the Free Application for Federal
Aid (FAFSA) to determine their expected
family income (EFC).

However, if you cannot complete the
FAFSA, you can still apply. You can find
answers to frequently asked questions
about the FAFSA at studentaid.gov. You
can also talk to your high school guidance
department and/or college/university ad-
missions office.Additionally, it encourages
students to review the College Scorecard,
which can be found at collegescorecard.
ed.gov. College Scorecard allows students
to evaluate the cost of attendance at their
preferred institution. It also provides
key information about student outcomes
post-graduation.The FAFSA and College
Scorecard are nationally used tools that

can aid students in getting a detailed pic-
ture of how much their education will cost.

The following scholarships are avail-
able:

BYON M. MORRIS SCHOLARSHIP

The Byon M. Morris Scholarship will
provide $4,800 ($1.200 a year for four
years) to support tuition, books, fees, room
and board and degree-related expenses for
one graduating senior who has attained
Scouting's highest ranks. One Eagle Scout
(Boy Scouts) or Gold Award winner (Girl
Scouts) who demonstrates an aptitude and
desire to succeed will receive the schol-
arship. In selecting the successful candi-
date, the review committee will consider
academic achievements, leadership expe-
rience, desire for personal growth and fi-
nancial need. All applicants must have at
least a cumulative 3.0 grade point average
(weighted) and plan to attend an accredit-
ed post-secondary institution full-time.

SAM AND LYDIA PAYNE
SCHOLARSHIP

The Sam and Lydia Payne Scholarship
will provide financial assistance for three

students graduating from a North Florida
public or private school who demonstrate
an aptitude and desire to succeed. The
scholarship will support tuition and books,
up to $12,000 ($3.000 a year for years),
provided the recipient meets the eligibility
requirements. All applicants must have a
cumulative 2.2-3.5 (weighted) grade point
average and plan to take a full-time course
load to pursue a bachelor’s degree. In se-
lecting the successful candidate, the re-
view committee will consider a desire for
personal growth and financial need.

ELIZABETH EDGAR HALL
CORPORATION SCHOLARSHIPS

Elizabeth Edgar Hall Corporation em-
powers women’'s economic success by pro-
viding scholarships to women completing
either an undergraduate or graduate de-
gree from one of the following Jacksonville
institutions: Edward Waters University
(EWU), Jacksonville University (JU), or
University of North Florida (UNF). There
are two scholarships available:

ELIZABETH EDGAR HALL
FOUNDERS SCHOLARSHIP

The Elizabeth Edgar Hall Founders
Scholarship will be awarded to one under-
graduate female student who is complet-
ing/has recently completed her first year of
undergraduate education and is on track to
receive her bachelor’s degree from Edward
Waters University, Jacksonville University
or University of North Florida. The award
will be up to $6,000 ($2,000 yearly for
three years), provided the recipient meets
the eligibility requirements. Housed at The
Community Foundation for Northeast Flor-
ida.

DELLA M. LEVY SCHOLARSHIP
FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

The Della M. Levy Scholarship for Grad-
uate Studies will award one female student
who has completed her undergraduate
studies and is pursuing a full-time grad-
uate degree from JU or UNF. The award
of $4,500 can be used to support tuition,
books, and other college-related expenses
in coordination with your Office of Finan-
cial Aid’s Cost of Attendance.

Questions regarding application sup-
port can be directed to Nikki MacPhee, De-
velopment and Donor Services Associate,
at nmacphee@jaxcf.org or (904) 356-4483.

Crews clearing land for new Walmart Supercenter in Oakleaf

For Clay Today

OAKLEAF — Walmart is clearing the way
on a 63.6-acre site for a Supercenter
with a liquor store and eight out parcels
at 10000 Omni Ave. at the southwest
corner of First Coast Expressway on the
Duval County side of Oakleaf Plantation
Parkway at the Clay County line.

The City of Jacksonville is reviewing
proposed site plans for a gas station and
car wash on 1.83 acres, with the out par-
cels ranging from .99 acres to 1.48 acres.

Walmart estimates the cost o be
$18.5 million, and the size of the Super-
center will be 175,360 square feet with
778 parking spots.

word

OF THE WEEK

Word of the Week is a feature that aims
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a
sentence.

Inimitable: (in-im-e-te-bel) an adjec-
tive that means impossible to duplicate or
unique and beyond imitation.
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The county is accepting applications from groups who'd like to participate in Adopt-A-Mile and
Adopt-A-Spot to clean up roadways, parks, boat ramps and trails as part of the Keep Clay
Beautiful program. Contact the county’s Community Services Department for more
information.

Sign up for Adopt-a-Mile,
Adopt-a-Spot to Keep Clay Beautiful

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY — Want to get more in-
volved and make a positive change in your
neighborhood this new year, Clay County’s
Adopt-a-Mile or Adopt-a-Spot programs
may be a perfect opportunity.

It's part of the county’s Keep Clay Beau-
tiful program, an affiliate of Keep America
Beautiful and Keep Florida Beautiful and
part of our Clay County Community and
Social Services Department. The goal is
to preserve our county's pristine, natural
beauty - and keep Clay beautiful.

You can join as a part of an organization
or create your group.

You can round up a few friends, choose
a team name, and fill out a form, and we'll
help match you with any of these spots to
clean up roadsides, boat ramps, parks and
trails. We'll also give your team a special
shoutout by putting up a sign with your
team name at your adopted spot.

The areas with the highest needs are
County Road 218, CR 225, CR 315, CR 214,
CR 217, CR 352, CR 220 (Henley Road to
Middleburg High), CR 226, Old Jennings
Road and Long Bay Road.

There are seven simple steps you can
follow to sign up.

. Call (904) 529-4256, fill out the
sponsor form at claycountygov.com/
community/community-services/
keep-clay-beautiful or email volunteer@
claycountygov.com.

- Tell the county the areas your group
is interested in improving.

- The county will find your team a
community area to clean.

« The county will happily assemble a
written agreement for your group.

- The county will work together to es-
tablish a cleaning schedule.

« A "Keep Clay Beautiful” sign with
your team’s name will be put up.

- Great resources like our To-Go kits
will be available to your group.

High school seniors can apply for Farah & Farah scholarships

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY - In partnership with the
Florida Prepaid College Foundation and
Big Brothers Big Sisters Association of
Florida, the scholarship recognizes five
outstanding high school students with a
two-year college scholarship.

“We're thrilled to continue to support
the next generation of exceptional leaders
with this scholarship,” said Eddie Farah,
founding partner of Farah & Farah. One
of the highlights of my year is informing
these deserving young individuals that
they have received the scholarship, which
covers their first two years of college.

This year’s scholarship is the product

of a collaboration between Farah & Far-
ah, Big Brothers Big Sisters Association
of Florida and the Florida Prepaid Col-
lege Foundation. The partnership with
Big Brothers Big Sisters underscores the
importance of mentorship in a young per-
son's life. By providing financial support
for higher education, Farah & Farah hope
to further empower these young people to
achieve their dreams.

Scholarship winners receive a Florida
Prepaid College Foundation Two-Year Col-
lege Plan that covers tuition and most fees
for 60 credit hours at any Florida public
college. The plan value can also be applied
to universities or trade schools in Florida.

In order to qualify, students need to be

currently enrolled in a public or charter
high school in Florida, demonstrate a stel-
lar commitment to their communities and
the classroom, and meet additional eligi-
bility criteria. Scholarship recipients will
be announced in May.

Each year, a scholarship committee
assesses submitted applications using a
comprehensive framework. The top 10%
of these applicants will advance to a final
selection round with reviews from a dis-
tinguished panel of judges, including rec-
ognized leaders in their communities and
respective fields, as well as past scholar-
ship recipients.

Students can submit their applications
through the Big Brothers Big Sisters Asso-

ciation of Florida online application portal
or farahandfarah.com/scholarship. The
deadline is Feb. 18. For more information,

visit  farahandfarah.com/scholarship or
email scholarships@farahandfarah.com.
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Oakleaf’s KinderCare’s Isabel Molina earns Early Learning Coalition Teacher of the Year honor

For Clay Today

ST. JOHNS COUNTY — Celebrating excel-
lence in early education, the Early Learn-
ing Coalition of North Florida announced
its 2024 Teacher of the Year winners. Hon-
ored for their creativity, dedication and
passion for teaching young children, this
year’s award recipients were Isabel Moli-
na, Infant/Toddler Teacher of the Year from
KinderCare in Oakleaf and Shelley Maurer,
Preschool Teacher of the Year from Baker
Pre-K Center in Macclenny.

Both teachers were recognized during a
surprise visit recently with balloons, flow-
ers and a special guest Pete the Cat. They
will also be honored at the upcoming ELGC
Early Educators Conference on Jan. 25 at
the Thrasher-Horne Conference Center.
Each will receive a $500 cash prize gener-
ously sponsored by Kaplan Early Learning

and the Clay Electric Foundation.

The Early Learning Goalition of North
Florida (ELC) understands that early
childhood educators play a crucial role
in shaping the future by nurturing young
minds during their most formative years.
Teachers who demonstrate creativity, ded-
ication and a genuine love for their craft
lay the foundation for lifelong learning and
success.

To celebrate and honor these outstand-
ing professionals, ELC proudly recogniz-
es exceptional educators from across its
six-county service area. The annual Pre-
school Teacher of the Year Award, now in
its 10th year, highlights the remarkable
contributions of teachers who go above
and beyond to inspire their students and
set a standard of excellence in early ed-
ucation.

“Exceptional teachers have the power

to transform lives, especially during the
critical early years of development,” said
Dawn Bell, CEO of the Early Learning
Coalition of North Florida. “With this be-
ing the 10th annual Preschool Teacher of
the Year Award, we are proud to continue
honoring educators who bring creativity,
passion and dedication into the classroom.
Their commitment inspires not only their
students but also the entire early learning
community.”

The Early Learning Coalition of North
Florida is the leading voice in six counties
for parents of children from birth through
b years of age. ELC works with many other
local agencies to ensure that all families
have access 1o quality, affordable child-
care. Their mission is achieved by lead-
ing projects that increase the quality and
availability of childcare professionals and
advocate for childcare policies that posi-

,

Isabel Molina, center, was surprised at
KinderCare in Oakleaf when she learned she
was recognized by the Early Learning
Coalition of North Florida as its
Infant/Toddler Teacher of the Year.

tively impact the lives of children and fam-
ilies. To learn more about the Early Learn-
ing Coalition of North Florida and how to
assist in ensuring quality child care for all
families, visit us at elcnorthflorida.org.

Sugar and Kiley

Local FFA youth prepares young heifer for this year’s Clay County

Agricultural Fair

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

Leading up to April's Clay County Agri-
cultural Fair livestock show and auction,
Clay Today will be highlighting some young
farmers and their journeys.

This week, we follow Kiley Taylor and
her young heifer Sugar.

Taylor has been raising and showing

her Maine-Angus cow for two years now,
garnering many awards throughout her
time—including Reserve Grand Champion
with Showmanship and First Place Herds-
man.

Having a flawless walk, showing confi-
dence and building a close bond with her
cow, are things Taylor said she practices
daily.

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

&  One convenient location, because it's important for family to he together at a difficult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today's prices - 0% financing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com

111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

STAFF PHOTOS BY KYLA WOODARD
Kiley Taylor and her young heifer Sugar.

As a member of Middleburg High's FFA
chapter and an avid animal lover, Taylor
knows just what it means to be the perfect
showman.

And she said being apart of the pro-
gram has allowed her to blossom by being
able to do what she loves and find others
who share the same passion.

showman are some things that Taylor practic-
es with Sugar.

From feeding to meticulous grooming,
Taylor said her experience with Sugar has
taught her a lot about hard work and what
it means to persevere.

“It's taught me definitely to work hard-
er,” Taylor said. “And you don’t get what
you want easily.”

With Sugar soon to turn 3, Taylor said
she won't be able to show her for much
longer. Though she said she is far from
done with the experience.

Taylor said she plans to continue showing
heifers for future competitions.

“I probably want to get another heifer
and show her until I'm too old,” Taylor said.

Make sure to look out for Taylor and
Sugar in the upcoming 4H/FFA Youth Beef
Breeding Show!
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School district facing expansion, changes amid growing county

New schools, additional
campus wings and future
rezoning in the works

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

HART T e

district will be going through some changes
in the near future.

CLAY COUNTY — While the county’s pop-
ulation is bursting at the seams, providing
educational opportunities is still a main
priority for the school district.

“I'm as excited today as I've ever been
about the future of Clay County schools,”
said Superintendent of Schools David
Broskie.

Along with the county’s road expan-
sions and growth projects, schools also
work to accommodate a growing need.

Following the completion of the First
Coast Expressway, Broskie said that
around 25,000 new homes are projected
to be built in the next 10 years. This will
add more than 6,000 additional students
to the school system.

As a result, he said that tackling the de-
velopment head-on is key.

“One of the things you'd like to do is
you'd like to be fiscally responsible with
the taxpayer dollars that are given,”
Broskie said. “So, you're looking for the
best option to provide available seats and
additional capacity, but do it in the most
cost-effective way.”

The county is getting bigger. With no

time to waste, some big plans are in the
works, especially for the Lake Asbury and
Oakleaf areas.

“For schools it's about short term,
intermediate and long range planning,”
Broskie said.

Broskie said an additional wing will be
added to Lake Asbury Junior High School
on Sandridge Road. The wing will consist
of 32 classrooms and accommodate about
640 more students.

Oakleaf Junior High School, on Plan-
tation Oaks Boulevard, will also receive
that same model. Both projects, which will
cost approximately $20 million each, are
expected to be ready for the 2025-2026
school year.

Broskie said these middle schools will
also begin providing sixth-grade education,
which means some change for many stu-
dents and parents.

“Some of our sixth graders from the
elementary schools that feed into those
schools, that are right at or slightly above
their intended capacity, would be the stu-
dents that would be going there,” he said.

In a proposed boundary change, fifth-
grade students at Discovery Oaks, Oakleaf
Village, Plantation Oaks, Coppergate, Lake
Asbury, RideOut and Shadowlawn elemen-
tary schools would attend either Oakleaf
Junior or Lake Asbury Junior for their
sixth-grade year.

Broskie said this sixth through eighth
approach is used in 65 of Floridas 67
school districts.

Broskie said there are plans also to add
a wing onto Rideout Elementary.

Broskie said the burgeoning Sarato-
ga Springs community, located between
Green Cove Springs and Lake Asbury, will
bring even more development.

Looking into the future, the district
expects to build two brand new schools in
that area, a high school and an elementary
school, by 2030 and 2032, respectively.

“New high school costs range anywhere
from $150 million to $200 million to build
a new high school,” Broskie said. “So,
that's a huge expense.”

Governors Park is projected to gain a

New School Projections

Green Cove
Springs \

kindergarten through eighth-grade school
by 2031.

Although overwhelming, Broskie said
he believes part of the reason for the
growth is that it attests to the school dis-
trict’s success and impact, and he plans to
keep it that way.

“Clay County itself is blessed to have

AKLEAF BAPTIST CHURCH
800 OAKLEAF PLANTATION PKWY,

800 OakLeaf Plantation Parkway Orange Park, FL 32065
904-214-0066 Info@oakleafbaptist.org

a_great school district. We're an A-rat-

NUMBER PROJECTED
SCHOOL OF STUD'S OPEN
“RRR" Saratoga
Spgs 2500 Aug 2030
*High School
“AA” Governors Aug 2031
Park 1,275 i
e (Tentatively)
8y uen
ef C! Zarastoga — Aug 2032
) Iggs (Tentatively)

PHOTO COURTESY OF ONE CLAY
The district expects to build brand new schools in the Saratoga Springs and Governors Park
communities.

ed school district. We're an academically
high-performing school district. We re-
cently released our 95% graduation rate,
which is the highest in the history of Clay
County,” Broskie said. “And that's a lot to
be proud of.”
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RED DYE
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whole have had on society. According to
Tilley Distribution, artificial flavorings and
dyes are more cost effective and able to
meel demand, in turn, making the products
cheaper options for consumers.

“It really affects lower income families
and especially children,” she said. “ And, |
think that's the worst part. It's just almost
predatory.”

According to the National Library of
Medicine, artificial food colorings are also
linked to attention-deficit and hyperactivi-
ty in children.

Because of this, baker Gabrielle Daw-
son said she eliminated it from her chil-

dren’s diet around five years ago.

Although they said the ban is a big win
for the food industry, concerns still linger
about the greater effect it could have on
business. And with Valentine’s Day around
the corner, the color will be in high de-
mand.

Life’s a Batch owner Holly Rowan said
she has mixed feelings. She said on one
hand, she agrees with the ban. However,
she feels that the more expensive alterna-
tives could bring a big financial change for
her customers.

“There’s going to be a lot of people that
don’'t care, they're going to want their
cake a certain color. Kspecially probably
at Christmas time,” Rowan said. “And it’s
going to make it harder to accomplish that.

Q\. Jacksonville
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Jacksonville

RV MegaShow
&

NORTHEAST
FLORIDA’S

LARGEST
RV SHOW?

HUNDREDS oF
RVS ON DISPLAY!

Booths representing campgrounds,
Finance and Insurance Companies,
Supplies & Accessories

Daily Door prizes
0O

Fun for the entire family

Motorhomes, travel trailers, folding tent
campers, fifth wheels and toy haulers

Admission $10 Adults
Kids under 12 FREE!

W8 Register to win $250

5250

:glggd Gift Cards (1 each day)  813-741-0488

February 6-9, 2025

Thurs-Sat -9-5:30p, Sun 9-4p

Jacksonville Equestrian Center
[ 12 Miles West of Downtown Jacksonville, Exit #350
off 1-10 / Cecil Commerce Parkway |

Seniors — Thur, February 6th only

Military / 1st Responders
EVERY DAY of the show

Not valid with other discounts

FRUTA.org

Or, are they going to want to pay the price
it's going to take to create that color.”

Jonyka said she thinks the ban will defi-
nitely hurt the food industry as a whole.

“I think it will definitely hurt the big
food industry, just because they only care
about the bottom line,” Jonyka said. “But,
[ do hope this pushes them to make chang-
es in other ways too, like cutting out other
dyes like red 40, yellow 5, blue dyes and
all of that stuff.

’
NSWEETENED &

SEED ECITHIN,U

AINS WILK ,WHEAT,EGG & SOY INGREDIENT:

Local bakers said it's important to read the
label of whatever it is your are purchasing.
U.S. manufacturers have until 2027 and 2028
to reformulate food and drug products con-
taining the dye.

Making the product taste good is one
thing, but co-owner of Rummies and Yum-
mies Bakery and Coffee shop in Orange
Park, Amy Hales said giving customers the
‘look” that they desire is something that
she and other bakers pride themselves in.

“If you want to give people a red velvet
cake and it doesn’t look red, people tend to
not buy it,” Hales said.

She said it’s important to make food the
the right way.

Red Dye No. 3 can also be found in many
frozen deserts.

Gabrielle Dawson is the owner of Bless Your
Heart Bakery. She said that in making cakes
like this one, she uses natural dyes as an
alternative.

“It's going to be just making sure that,
again, validating any kind of coloring that
[ have, does not have any of the proposed
banned ones or anything else that may be
deemed harmful,” Hales said.

Dawson said even with less artificial
food colorings on the shelves, getting the
look that your customers want is still pos-
sible.

Since opening Bless Your Heart Bakery
in Middleburg five years ago, Dawson said
she’s way ahead of the curve, already us-
ing natural dyes as an alternative.

“I have several customers who already
order dye free stuff from me. So, I do know
what brands work,” she said.

According to Instructables, some ways
to achieve a natural red color is by using
concentrated beet juice, berries or rhu-
barb.

Dawson said brands like TruColor and
Supernatural Kitchen are perfect for this.

U.S. manufacturers will need to refor-
mulate food and drug products containing
the dye by 2027 and 2028, respectively.

Until then, the bakers noted how it’s
important to pay attention to the labels of
the products you buy.

“I just hope somehow, someway, as a
society we just become better educated
on what we're putting in our bodies, what
were putting in our own kid's bodies,”
Jonyka said.



Classifieds

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please
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904-579-2154
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LINER ADS

All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25
characters per line. Additional
lines may be purchased. All rates
are NET.

PRIVATE PARTY COMMERCIAL

1 week #1450 1 week $23
2 week %24 2 week #40
3 week $32 3 week $56
4 week *40 4 week ¥72
EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Ads are 27 per column inch with
aminimum of 2”

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE
DIRECTORY
1.5” x 2" %80 for 4 weeks
1.5" x 3" #160 for 4 weeks

Cost includes online at:
claytodayonline.com

We buy Guitars

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Looking for
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, DAn-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands only!
Call for a quote: 1-866-307-5421

Cash for
watches

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-888-280-1115

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24 hour
response. Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emission Test
Required! Call 24/7: 888-815-4341

Finish Carpenter

FINISH CARPENTER: Int/
Ext Paint, drywall, tile
Orange Park (904)652 5463

Home
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-315-1952

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need
a local expert provider that proudly

stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available. Call
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably. Roach-
es, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spi-
ders and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for a quote or
inspection today 1-877-644-9799
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount of
water can lead to major damage in

your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-866-782-4060. Have zip
code of service location ready when
you call!

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it, we'll
replace it! Pick the plan that fits your
budget! Call: 1-888-521-2793

Medical
Supplies

FOR SALE

Burial Package (Complete)
Jacksonville memory Gardens

24x14 Wheat Royal Marker w/ vase

Wilbert Monticello Vault
Batesville Revere Silver Casket
Plot (Location/Masonic 98 D-2)

$3,230
$2,670
$3,620
$3,600

e Plot 98 D-1 is also available

Opening & closing

Total Cost
Sale Price

$1,995
$15,115
$14,000

Leave a message for David at jdtnascar@gmail.com or call
(904) 881-8711 to leave a message by text or voicemail. Remember
to leave your name and phone number please.
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ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy

That Moves with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-

8591.

ArS

ADVERTISING

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES

Autos Wanted

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

Health & Fitness

Dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
400+ procedures. Real dental insurance
-not just a discount plan. Get your free
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users!
Discover oxygen therapy that moves
with you with Inogen Port-able Oxygen
Concentrators. Free information kit. 1-866-
477-9045

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage? You need a local expert
provider that proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup: A small
amount of water can cause major damage
to your home. Our trusted professionals
dry out wet areas & repair to protect your
family &your home value! Call 24/7: 1-888-
872-2809. Have zip code!

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today with
a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176
today to schedule a free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!

acC

Association of
Community
Publishers

Reach 6 million
homes nationwide

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & military discounts
available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing
trusted since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author's guide 1-877-729-4998 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews.
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most
local MLB Games! Choice Package $89.99/
mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No contract or
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
VS 1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof w/the best looking
&longest lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health &
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a

new, custom bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a lim-ited time, waving ALL
installation costs! (Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-844-501-3208

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family,
your home, your as-sets now for as little as
70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile
medical alert system. Whether you're home
or away. For safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts! Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

We buy houses for cash as is! No
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get cash offer & get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Consumer Cellular - same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees
free activation. All plans feature unlimited
talk &text, starting at just $20/mo. Call
1-877-751-0866

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
may be covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobil-ity with the
compact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
877-305-1535

To inquire about placing an ad
in this section,call 904-264-3200
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Weight loss, the proven way.
At Baptist Clay.

For years, Katie tried to break the cycle of losing and Now available at Baptist Clay!
gaining weight. When the scale reached 300 pounds,

she knew she had to do something that would have a D 904.202.5LIM

lasting impact. That's when she began to consider weight % Visit BaptistBariatrics.com
loss surgery at Baptist Health. For Katie, it was the right to learn more and

decision, and according to the National Institutes of watch our webinar.

Health, bariatric surgery is the most successful long-term
solution for extreme obesity. Katie lost 145 pounds and
has been able to keep the weight off. Are you ready for

a proven solution?

-

Baptist Medical Center Clay U

1771 Baptist Clay Drive BAPTIST
Fleming Island, FL 32003 HEALTH




