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Mission races ahead
now that The Way Free
Medical Clinic is open

Organizers working to address transportation issues to Keystone Heights

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK - The Way Free Medical
Clinic at 302 College Dr. is finally open, but
that doesn’t mean the mission slows down
for Executive Director Don Fann.

After spending the last four years keep-
ing the older clinic operating at 479 Hous-
ton St. in Green Cove Springs—all while
trying to raise $2.6 million to transform a
5,100-square-foot commercial building
across from St. Johns River State College into
a7,300-square-foot modern clinic—Fann
maintained his hectic pace.

On Dec. 3, he spent time at the Mayo
Clinic in Jacksonville, meeting with officials
from the local hospital and the Rochester,
Minnesota, headquarters about further
assistance.

“Tjust had a great lunch with some peo-
ple, some of whom were from Minnesota,”
Fann said. “We're building our partnerships.
I'd eventually love to see all the hospitals
that we partner with have their logos on our
building. I think that would help to reinforce
to our patients that we're not working in a
vacuum; there are things that the hospitals
are doing for our patient crews for which
they don't get credit. We have residents
rotating through. I can see us rolling out a
more formal way of recognizing these part-
nerships for their hospitals.

Fann and newly appointed Executive
Director Andrea Crowder said with a new
building comes new challenges, like ad-
dressing transportation issues for patients in
Keystone Heights and Green Cove Springs.

The Way is a nonprofit that provides free

SEE WAY, 7

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
A volunteer opens the door and welcomes a mother with her two children at The Way Free Medical
Clinic at 302 College Dr. in Orange Park.
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Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu,
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd « Keystone Heights, FL 32656
. (352) 478-2057 « northflpharmacy.com
||: Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm « Saturday 9:00am-1:00pm

14. Investment vehicle

15. Fictional soccer coach Ted

16. Irregular in botanical
parlance

17. Cease standing

18. “American Horror Story”
actress

20. Grow milk teeth

22. Plant parts

23. Snow house

24. Most contemptuous

28. Note to repay

29. Old English

30. Wings

31. Financial institutions

33. Parks and Lopez are two

37.Mr. T’s “The A-Team”

character

38. Relative biological
effectiveness (abbr.)

39. Give off

41. Semitic alphabet letter

42. Farm state

43, Actress Sarandon

44. Back parts

55. Silver and Dogg are two
58. Former Tigers catcher Alex
59. Type of envelope
60. Seriously considered
64. Unhappy
65. Past (archaic)
66. Asian wild dog
67. Old English letter
68. Young domestic sheep
69. Football players need

to gain them
70. Witness

CLUES DOWN

1. Dormant Peruvian volcano
2. Norwegian composer

3. Indicates location

4. Pubs

5. Unable to walk easily

6. Electronic warfare-support

measures

7. World leader

8. Midsection

9. Jewish calendar month

10. Urological condition
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9. Stomach 51. Refurbishes 21. Carried away

24. Short-billed rails

25. Newborn child

26. Sword

27. Groups of people

31. Prickly, scrambling shrubs

32. Become less intense

34. Polishes

35. Indicates position

36. Songs sung to one’s beloved

40. The 12th letter of the
Greek alphabet

41. Insects

45. Israeli politician

47. Pre-digital

48. Roaming

52. Ambience

53. Brew

54. Late

56. Make ecstatically happy

57. Semitic alphabet letter

59. Blend

60. Dash

61. Self

62. Exclamation of satisfaction

63. Hill or rocky peak
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OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS

Think Big by Shopping Small, Shopping Local

By Don
don@claytodayonline.com

If you have a complaint, there are no 1-800
telephone numbers for The Tea Room of
Keystone Heights and Gift Shop or Pat’s
Nursery. If you have a problem, they want
to hear from you
directly.

“You know,
when folks come
into the Team
Room, I treat it as
an extension of my
home,” said owner
Jennifer Ford.
“Owning a small
business is proba-
bly one of the most
personal things 1
have ever done. I
think I get the most
gratification from building those relation-
ships. I actually have a sign outside my Tea
Room that says, ‘Enter as Strangers, Leave
as Friends. I believe that was all my heart.”

The U.S. Small Business Administration

Don Coble

urged Americans to support Small Busi-
ness Saturday on Nov. 30. It was designed
as one day to support small retailers and
restaurant owners who are the backbones
of the local economy.

But why just one day? When we spend
our money locally, we keep our money in
the local economy, which means we sup-
port local employment and local programs
funded by taxes and contributions.

Shop Local should be a year-round
commitment.

“We're small businesspeople, and if you
add us all up at one time, it does help the
economy, said Alan Stuckey, the Vice Pres-
ident at Pat’s Nursery. “As far as that goes,
you support many families - not that you
don’t do that with the big mass merchan-
dise or box store. But if you keep things
keeps things local ... people shop here, they
have kids in school here, things like that.
We always try to support the school sys-
tems and around the county. What comes
around goes around.”

According to the Indiana Office of
Community and Rural Affairs, for every
$1 spent on locally owned businesses, 67
cents remains in the county, which helps to
create higher-paying jobs for our neighbors
for essential professionals like teachers and
first responders. It also invests in entrepre-
neurship, takes advantage of local expertise
and makes our community a destination.

Jennifer’s Tea Room has established a
unique clientele in the last three years. She
requires a reservation for a group of at least

SEE SHOP, 5

W CagleCartoons.com

Co?;\e on
guys. Put your
pads on! You're
going shopping
with me!

OF THE MONTH

Word of the Week is a feature that
aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practi-
cal application. Each week, our editorial
staff presents a word, its definition and
its use in a sentence.

Amid demographic
climate, Florida
legislators have
choices to make

By A.G. Gancarski
For FloridaPolitics.com

State legislators must contend with an
increasingly unfavorable demographic
climate, the end of federal pandemic funds,
and a housing market with cost pressures
that discourage transactions.

As aresult, they will face increased
challenges in meeting obligations in the next
three fiscal years.

That’s the grim takeaway from Tuesday’s
legislative briefing
from the Oftice of
Economic and De-
mographic Research
(EDR) regarding
the state’s long-term
economic outlook.

While the up-
coming budget year
presents minimal
challenges at current
spending levels,
projections suggest
that tough choices
await the Senate, the
House, the current Governor and whoever
succeeds him.

Expenditure is bound to increase with-
out a revenue match.

EDR Coordinator Amy Baker described
Florida’s gross domestic product as return-
ing to “normal” after the pandemic, saying
the GDP was projected to be around 2%
for the next three years. Florida is now 18th
in the nation, “slowing as we expected it
to slow,” at 3.2%, down from sixth back in
September.

The Interstate 4 corridor, which is
experiencing population growth, has also
seen a strengthening in terms of GDP in
recent years. Fiscally constrained counties
are lagging in relative terms, leading to some
“worry” from EDR.

Turning to personal income, COVID

A.G. Gancarski

SEE CHOICES, 5

Send us a letter ...

We'd like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about
the county commission, the school board or your city counci
or commission, sit down and take a few moments to write Us

aletter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and

write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to
local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right
to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your

emall, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@dlaytodayonline.com.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...

The views and opinions expressed on this

page are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today.
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five. Groups are treated to 90-minute Brit-
ish-style tea with finger sandwiches, crack-
ers, fruits, vegetables, spreads, slices of bread,
scones and 40 different teas. And everyone
is outfitted with traditional fascinator hats.

“It didn't actually start as a tea room,’
Jennifer said. “Ilike to tell folks I never really
intended to buy myself a job, but I'love it. “I
can't tell you how many people, not only in
the City of Keystone but just Clay County
in general, are just thrilled that it's been
successful”

Stuckey’s nursery is a mainstay for

professional landscapers and homeowners.
On weekends, cars are often lined for several
hundred yards in both directions along U.S.
Highway 17 on Fleming Island to buy plants,
sod or to get advice. And each customer gets
personal treatment, whether it's a question
about identifying a weed or purchasing a
$1,000 palm tree.

“We're just a small business,” Stuckey
said. “I think we're pretty important in the
community here. Our customers are our
neighbors, our friends. It's not just a busi-
ness; it's personal”’

Every customer is greeted as they enter
the parking lot, and their purchases are
carried to their cars by an employee.

“We've built a good reputation over the

; Plants * Trees * Palms
~u. Fertilizer * Bulk Mulch .

last 29 years,” Stuckey said.
And they've helped make Clay County
look beautiful - all while keeping most of

our money in the community because we

decided to Think Big by Shopping Small.

This Month in History

Five years ago, 2019

« The North Florida Land Trust acquired
20 acres near Camp Blanding as part of a
463-acre purchase for the Ocala to Osceola
Wildlife Corridor to connect the Ocala and
Osceola National Forests.

« The Board of County Commissioners
will give the Green Cove Springs City Coun-
cil $300,000 to build the Augusta Savage
Museum.

« The county gives Orange Park 10 acres
at Nelson Point for a riverfront park.

10 years ago, 2014

« The Fleming Island football team won
the challenge among the county’s football
teams by collecting the most non-perishable
food to benefit the Food Pantry of Green
Cove Springs.

« The Lake Asbury Junior High's wrestling
team wins the Cougar Growl Invitational.

« The Florida DOT presents a five-year
plan to widen Blanding Boulevard to six
lanes in Middleburg.

20 years ago, 2004

« The television show ‘American Justice”
came to Clay County to record an episode
on the 1995 murder-for-hire trial of Linda
Jones of Lake Asbury.

« Clay County Supervisor of Elections
Barbara Kirkman was elected vice president
of the Florida State Association of Supervi-
sors of Elections statewide.

« The Clay County Sheriff’s Office
checked 1,054 vehicles in a two-day traffic
stop with assistance from the Florida High-
way Patrol and the Starke Police Depart-
ment.

30 years ago, 1994

« The Green Cove Springs City County
tabled a request to increase the number of
proposed homes built in the Magnolia Point
Golf and Country Club from 740 to 975.

40 years ago, 1984

« St. Johns River Community College
President Robert L. McLendon Jr. presented
Clay County Superintendent Jesse Tynes and
St. Johns County Superintendent Douglas
Hartley with special awards for their contri-
butions to education.

« Middleburg residents celebrated the
opening of the first branch library,

from page 4

dollars created “robust” growth during the
pandemic, but “wage growth” has driven the
trend since, with more than 5% growth in
the last two fiscal years, with a gradual set-
tling predicted toward the end of the three
years of projections.

Florida is 24th in terms of personal in-
come growth, but at 5.2%, the annual change
is slightly below the 5.3% national average.

“This has alot to do with your thinking
about the budget,” Baker said.

She noted that Florida historically was a
low-wage state compared to the average, but
a “significant change” is underway. Florida
wages are at 91% of the national average
now, representing a high point.

Wages are expected to grow roughly 4%
ayear, and “it's almost certain these higher
wages are here to stay,” Baker said.

This “service wage issue” will affect state

contracts and increase budgetary obliga-
tions.

Job creation, meanwhile, is slowing, ex-
pected to be 1.2% in Fiscal Year 2025-26 and
to stabilize at that level, which is half of what
it was in recent years.

Unemployment is edging up, though at
3.3%, the state is below the 4% target.

“Even though it's coming back up, it’s still
on the good side at this point of time,” Baker
said, though she expects it to edge up to 4.6%
in the coming years.

Baker noted that population growth con-
tinues to be driven by in-migration, though
the numbers will moderate in the coming
years to 1.2% by the end of the decade. This
removes “pressure” seen in previous eras,
but Florida’s population growth is expected
to triple the nation overall.

Deaths outweigh native births, a trend
that turned negative during the pandemic
but which was expected given the aging
“‘demographic profile” However, newcomers

are expected to make up for the difference
created by these negative trends.

Population growth is uneven, concen-
trated in Southeast Florida, the I-4 corridor
and Duval. Meanwhile, “fiscally constrained”
counties in North Florida are essentially
static. The housing market has been a “roller
coaster,” Baker said, with the pandemic
seeing artificially lower interest rates and a
“big surge” in home buying in the state that
exceeded the surge back in the middle of the
century’s first decade.

'The bubble has largely popped, Baker
said, due to rate increases and “price infla-
tion” leading to “people being priced out of
the market.”

Growth is expected in the forecast years,
but it will be “moderated” even though inter-
estrates are expected to be lowered.

By Fiscal Year 2027-28, the state will
be approaching a $7 billion deficit unless
changes are made. Pressures will build in
Fiscal Year 2026-27, forcing legislators to

make a “big decision” ahead of the projected
fiscal cliff.

Meanwhile, potential “black swans” such
as hurricanes, wildfires and other envi-
ronmental emergencies present potential
wildcards.

Though the state is in “reasonably good
shape” to deal with one emergency, multiple
risks present graver doubts.

The forecast also presents a potential
recession as a “black swan,” given decreased
personal savings by Florida families and
personal debt that is “really taking off again,’
removing ‘cushion” for citizens in the event
of an economic downturn.

Baker expects inflation to cool but says
that people in legislators’ districts are still
experiencing higher costs. Deflation, which
would lower costs, is not anticipated.

Meanwhile, Baker said that given prior
experience with storm recovery, costs from
2024's hurricanes are expected to drive more
pressure on legislators.
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Construction to start on county’s new Animal Shelter in earIy 2025

FOor the Herald

CLAY COUNTY—After years of planning,
work crews are expected to start construc-
tion on a new animal shelter on Sleepy
Hollow Road in Middleburg in early 2025.

Operations have outgrown the current
shelter in Green Cove Springs, which is also
in danger of flooding during large storms.
Clay County Animal Services staff works
daily to maintain the county’s no-kill status,
and the new shelter will allow for even more
opportunities to help our county’s animals.

The current shelter boasts 65 cat cages
and 76 dog kennels and pens. The new
shelter will augment these spaces, providing
more opportunities to help these animals
and increasing capacity.

The new facility will also have a larger

Yoy S ‘.“_____.........-,
o fi‘%m Bryan s Ace!”~
Shop local for all your

medical suite to accommodate more veteri-
narians, allowing more surgeries.

The new shelter will also be in a more
centralized location, which county leaders
hope will improve access and promote even
more community engagement.

Community relationships are a key part
of Animal Services' continued success. The
facility will boast additional meeting and
training space, allowing for even more col-
laboration with other partner agencies.

E. Vaughan Rivers, Inc. won the bid at
$21,515,585. Construction is projected is
estimated to take 18 months.

CLAY TODAY ARCHIVES
The current Clay County Animal Services on
State Road 16 is usually at capacity and is
outdated.
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last minute €hristmas gifts.

Knives, Corinthian Bells, Candles, Globes, wall décor,
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clothing, Hey Dudes and much more.
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352-473-0352
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www.sweetpsflorist.com
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KEYSTONE

1565 S Lawrence Blvd.
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medical and dental services to improve the
overall health of residents who are unin-
sured or underinsured and within 300% of
the federal poverty guideline.

The new clinic not only has newer equip-
ment but is also 4,000 square feet larger than
the recently closed clinic in Green Cove
Springs.

“I'think for everybody, it's just a big fresh
start here,” said Medical Director Dr. Harry
Madhanagopal, D.O. “We're excited about
all the community involvement that was in-
volved in making this building happen, and
I think for a lot of our patients, they're very
excited just in a new fresh facility as well to
new equipment.”

The new clinic has a large waiting room,
a separate dental section with four bays and
a maternity section.

Crowder, the Associate Executive Direc-
tor who will become the Executive Director
on Jan. 1 as Fann transitions into retirement,
said The Way is working with JTA and the
county on connecting residents in the south-
ern part of the county who have transporta-
tion problems to the clinic.

“Getting this clinic open has been good
for some parts,” she said. “As far as Green
Cove Springs (and Keystone Heights), they
didn’t want to see us go. We had a lot of
clients who were in the Orange Park area as
well as in Middleburg, so for them, it’s a little
bit of a shorter commute. But as Dr. Harry
and a lot of the other administrators have
mentioned, we're trying to find a way to get
our patients from Green Cove Springs as
well as Keystone Heights to the clinic. We're

Don Fann to retire from
The Way Free Medical Clinic

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK — As The Way Free Med-
ical Clinic now
accepts patients
at its new clinic
at 302 College
Dr., Executive Di-
rector Don Fann
decided it was
time to retire.
The Board
of Directors
quickly moved to
promote Asso-
ciate Executive
Director Andrea
Crowder to
replace him, effective on Jan. 1. Fann will
remain with the nonprofit that provides
free medical and dental services to
residents to improve the overall health of

Andrea Crowder

those who are within 300% of the federal
poverty guideline that are uninsured or
underinsured into the spring during the
transition period as the Interim Develop-
ment Director until one is hired.

Andrea Crowder has more than 20
years of experience in healthcare and
has been serving as Associate Executive
Director for The Way for the past two
years, running the clinic operation in
Green Cove Springs while Fann managed
The Way's new clinic facility project on
College Drive.”l can't think of a better
person than Andrea to replace me. She
is well-loved by the community and will
make a great leader for the organization,’
Fann said.

During Fann’s tenure at The Way, he
has overseen a major expansion of the
clinic’s resources and programming and
successfully established its new perma-
nent home on College Drive.

‘| leave The Way with a good feeling
in my heart—this has been the best work
experience in my entire career,’ he said.

The Way was originally at 479 Hous-

ton St. in Green Cove Springs, but a sur-
prising gift by Karen King of an expanded
lot and building allowed Fann to start
planning a move.

It took more than four years and $2.6
million to complete the mission, but
The Way closed its 3,300-square-foot
building in Green Cove Springs the last
week of November and opened its new
7,300-square-foot clinic a few days later.

“Clay County is such a unique com-
munity,’ Crowder said.“You put an ask
out, and someone is there to answer it.
| truly enjoyed this community. Since |
moved here from South Florida, there's
no looking back.

“While they were working on the
building, Don, I and (Board Member) Bob
Olson would come here every week just
to see the construction. It was unbeliev-
able during the last two years, especially
after the walls went up. We knew it
would be larger than the other clinic, but
when you saw it, it was amazing!”

looking into some options.”

Fann said he will remain with the clinic
as the interim development director until
someone is hired in the spring. The work will
undoubtedly continue.

“The new clinic is an amazing facility,
Fann said. “It is a real testament to the
community and their support of The Way
and its mission. It's a beautiful environment
for our patients who deserve to be treated in
a pleasant environment and to receive the
healthcare they need”

You never know what we'll brew Il next!
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Rockin'for Stockins' welcomes 22 new Rlsmg Stars

Children treated to toys, music,
Santa at annual Christmas event

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Every time Paul
Wane shared the magic of giving a child a
new musical instrument Sunday, he fol-

lowed the gesture with the same welcoming

words:

“Welcome to the family”’

Becoming a “Rising Star” as part of
his Guitar for Kids nonprofit is a lifetime
distinction. It makes a child different than
any other, Wane said, because it allows for
self-expression without limits, apologies or
explanations.

“Don’tlet anyone tell you you're not
playing it, right,” Wane told new Rising Star,
Reid, after giving him a new guitar. “Ihey
don’t hear what you hear. You understand?
You play your song. Okay? Love this. You go
have fun. Go out and rock. Welcome to the
family.”

"The Rising Stars: Guitars for Kids pro-
gram welcomed 22 more young musicians
into its inner circle Sunday. In the past five
years, Paul, Lisa and guitar builder Jay Mur-
phy of Keystone Heights have gifted nearly
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Reid promised he would take Paul Wane’s words
to heart and make his music his own.

500 instruments to children and adults with
challenges throughout Northeast Flori-

da and Southeast Georgia to give them a
platform to showcase their talents and bring
their dreams to reality.

One of the highlights was a performance
by the Shopping Mall Guerillas, a four-mem-
ber band of Keystone Heights students.
Many of the members started as Rising Stars.

Gavin became a Rising Star and got an
Danelectro guitar from Paul Wane at Sunday’s
Rockin’ for Stockins'.

“The thing I want is to get kids off the
couch, to put the computer games down and
get off the computer,” Wane said. “I want to
give kids a better option to some of the bad
choices they face”

Wane and wife Lisa Yarbrough hosted
their fourth annual Rockin’ for Stockins’

PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
Hannah got a special pink guitar when she
joined the Rising Star family Sunday.

Sunday at The Boogerville Hideout to
expand their Rising Star family, hand out
instruments and toys to children ahead of
Christmas and thank the community for
another year of support.

Every child received a bag of toys, each

SEE STAR, 9
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containing a harmonica and ukulele. They
were also treated to a photo with Santa,
games, and an opportunity to build crafts at
Santa's workshop, play in bounce houses, en-
joy a free meal, win toys in raffles and have
their faces painted. Some went home with
bigger toys, like bicycles, in blind drawings.

“It's all about kids having something to
unwrap on Christmas morning and making
new musicians, Wane said.

Wane said a woman from St. Augustine
donated 32 classic guitars her late husband
collected. Some of those were passed along
to new Rising Stars on Sunday.

“We gave out 17 of those guitars,” he said.

One of them went to Gavin.

“Gavin, he likes rock and roll, but he likes
alittle flat-picking” Wane said. “He likes to
play little bluegrass. He likes to have a good
time and play all kinds of music. When I
opened this case and saw this guitar that
Miss Loretta donated out of St Augustine,

I thought there’s got to be a special young
person for this one.

“Stevie Ray Vaughn carried three Stra-
tocasters and one Danelectro as a backup.

It was his weapon of choice. Guess what'’s

in this bag, dude? This is the real deal. That
guitar will play as dirty and ugly as you want,
and itll clean up and play as nice as Chet
Atkins could ever ask you to. It is a fantastic
instrument. “You take good care of it, you
write your songs, you play the way you hear
it. You don’t let anybody tell you you're not
playing right. Okay?

“Welcome to the family.”

Henry Carter of Shopping Mall Guerillas is a
Rising Star who is now the lead singer and
qguitar player for the up-and-coming band.

Molly’s Christmas wish came true when she got
a complete drum set from Paul Wane’s Rising
Star: Guitars for Kids program.

Welln'essifromVAStoyZA

MEDICAL -

s, W

We've shortened our name, but not our list of services!

We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

MENTAL HEALTH -

PHARMACY

Call Today for an Appointment!

(352) 473-6595

100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights
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FRIENDS OF KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

Centennial Gala

SATURDAY

TASTE OF
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

TICKETS
$75 per person / $125 per couple
$500 per table of 6 sponsorship
Includes 1 Drink Ticket per person;
cash bar available

Some of Keystone Heights favorites in a buffet style.
Brooklyn Boys: Lasagna and Vegetarian Lasagna & Garlic Knots
Cedar River Seafood: Fried Shrimp & Fried Flounder,
Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, & Hush Puppies
Country Caterers: Apple Caesar Salad, Peach Cobbler,
Apple Cobbler and Banana Pudding.

Johnny’s BBQ: Brisket, Slaw, Baked Beans, Rolls,

Sweet and Unsweet Tea

» Display of historic photos of Keystone Heights
« Silent Auction
e Door Prizes
e FOTOFUSION photography
e Speaker: Christine Arnold from
Keystone Heights Heritage Commission,
on history of Keystone Heights

5 PM UNTIL 9 PM
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS RV RESORT
1177 E. Keystone Ave., Keystone Heights, FL

Live Band!

Duval
County Line

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT
Capital City Bank, City Hall or
member of the Friends of Keystone Heights

2 8 DECEMBER

Hely
stop the Grinch/

Locked In Escape Rooms opens all-new Grinch-themed mystery

the Whes,

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG - Mystery solvers can help defeat the Grinch
oy this Christmas in a re-themed local escape room.
' “The Grinch...Mean and Green' is Locked in Escape Rooms’
newest family-friendly challenge, packing in a series of puzzles
and riddles into a 60-minute experience.

The adventure begins with a team of four to nine players
traveling to Whoville on “Whoville Air,” Using strategy, players
are tasked with cleaning up the town that the Grinch has once
again destroyed and piecing together clues to bring cheer back
to the Whos in time for their Whobilation.

Keeping the county’s Christmas spirit bright, owners John
and Marcia Nicholls said the retheme was a no-brainer.

“[The] Grinch seems to be popular,” John said. “It's one of our
favorites. And, we absolutely love Christmas, we know other
people do.

For larger groups, there is also an additional room that play-
ers will be able to test their escape skills in—-the Grinch’s lair. But,
regardless of party size, all players will get a whole experience
and grand finale.

SEE GRINCH, 11

STAFF PHOTO BY KYLA WOODARD :
Players travel to Whoville to clean up the town that the Grinch has
again destroyed.
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STAFF PHOTOS BY KYLA WOODARD
John Nicholls, along with his wife Marcia, are
the owners of Locked in Escape Rooms, located
in the Silo Shoppes. Together, they said they
have completed almost 400 escape games on
all seven continents. The game will run until the
end of January.

Grinch

from page 10

“We'll make sure that at the end, whether
they solved everything or not, they still get
the same grand finale ending,” John said.

The Nicholls have owned Locked In in
the Silo Shoppes since 2017, which was one
of the first of its kind in Clay County. They
said they've been designing this particular
game from scratch for about a year, crafting
storylines and outlining the scenery. They
began building it around six months ago.

“We have ideas, we go in, we start mas-
saging it, changing it, building it as we go,”
John said. “And then we come back and if
something’s not working we take it out.”

John said it's all to make sure participants
can play the best version of the game.

Escape room adventures have continued
to be a passion of theirs. The pair said they've
completed almost 400 escape games on all
seven continents together. Since they know
a thing or two about these jarring mind
puzzles, they said they wanted to give others
the same experiences.

“Our biggest thrill is just when people
leave and they're saying, “That was so much
fun’ or ‘We had such a great time,” Marcia
said.

For larger groups, players will also be able to
test their escape skills in the Grinch’s lair.

They said the room, which has been
officially open since Dec. 1, has received
positive reactions, with about 30 bookings
already in January.

The overlay will replace one of their most
popular escape rooms, Flight 220, which will
return in March. Locked In also hosts two
other escape rooms: an Indiana Jones-style
“Tomb of Treasures' and “Swallowed...A
Pirate’s Tail”

The Grinch...Mean and Green will be
offered until the end of January. Bookings
are every two hours and cost $35 a player.

To book a room or learn more informa-
tion, visit lockedinflorida.com or call (904)
874-9697.

ECIay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative @1)(
Competitive rates, not-for-profit,
right here in your community.
Keystone ¢ (352) 473-4917
Orange Park  (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

44

PHOTO COURTESY OF CLAY COUNTY
From left, Kip Deckerhoff, VP, Patient Care Services, Baptist Medical Center Clay, Dawn
Osterling, Director, Women’s Services, Baptist Clay, Mary Canfield, Director, Clay County Public
Library System, Brandy Black, Project Manager, Clay Library System, Jacquelin Carlton, Director,
Carlton Foundation for Kids, Mia Torres, Certified Nursing Assistant NICU, Baptist Clay and Ed
Hubel, Hospital President, Baptist Clay receive the first 50 books from the Clay County Public
Library System to be delivered at the hospital’s Labor and Delivery Unit.

According to the Department of
Education, the more children read and
are read to, the greater their vocabulary de-
velopment, reading comprehension, and
overall academic success will be.

Baptist Clay will receive 507 books in
total, each delivered in a goodie bag.

Families will receive a copy of “Good-
night Moon,” a children’s bedtime story by
Margaret Wise Brown. Put togther by our
library staff each goodie bag contains a
bib, a bookmark; a library card holder and
brochures with information on activities
that families can do at the library.

County’s libraries to donate
books to Baptist Clay’s Labor/
Delivery Unit

FLEMING ISLAND - The Clay County
Public Library System is working with
community partners to distribute more
than 500 books to families at Baptist Medi-
cal Center Clay’s Labor and Delivery Unit.
It's all part of the Baby Bookworms
program, which encourages early child-
hood reading in infants, toddlers and
their caregivers by providing them with a
children’s book.

Gamily Owned & Operated

jonesgallagherfh.com

JONES-GAI

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICES

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with
Affordable Funeral, Cremation Services
Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant;

Laura Crews - Office Manager Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Licensed Pre-Need Counselor P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive ® Keystone Heights, FL

352.473.3176

620 E.Nona Street e Starke, FL
904.964.6200
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" 3051 SE SR 21 #8
Melrose, FL

418 Cove Drive
Satsuma, FL

- 2,427 SQFT

32404 Fern Parke Way
Fernandina Beach, FL
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| 2.68 ACRES
116 Gary Drive
Palatka, FL
$425,000

/015 King Street
Keystone Heights, FL

239 Sawgrass Drive
Yulee, FL

ot INVESTOR SPECIAL

7463 Hilltop Street
Keystone Helghts FL

7883 SR 21
Keystone Heights, FL

$332,ooo s
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__t, NEW CONSTRUCTION

4930 SE 10th Place
Keystone Heights, FL
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HOLIDAY VIRTUAL PARADE OF OMES

1.23 ACRES

4589 SE 3rd Place 403 S Cherry Street 6723 SW 95th Street

Keystone Heights, FL Starke, FL Hampton, FL
T . SeoA $410,500

LAKE FRONT

164 Clearwater Lake Road 11306 SE 220th Terrace 000 NE US HWY 301
Hawthorne, FL Hawthorne, FL Hawthorne, FL

$429,000 $235,000

L
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LAKE FRONT L &S 15 ACRES ’ 2.11 ACRES
764 Lake Shore Terrace 12003 SE 225th Drive 521 S NE 255th Drive
Interlachen, FL Hawthorne, FL Melrose, FL EI:E 5]

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436 Q@
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96 Florida Youth ChalleNGe Academy cadets graduate from Phase 1

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK - When 96 graduates re-
ceived their Phase 1 diplomas from the Flor-
ida Youth ChalleNGe Academy Tuesday at
the Thrasher-Horne Center, it only marked
the beginning of their journey.

The program, supported by the Flori-
da National Guard, Clay County District
Schools, Department of Juvenile Justice and
Department of Children and Families, is a
fast-track option for 16-to-18-year-olds who
have dropped out or have extremely poor

attendance records. It offers mentorship and

training to help them turn their lives around.

The Class of 47 took that rigorous chal-
lenge. In the process, they learned the value
of hard work, leadership, self-discipline,

3 Generations of
Well Drilling
Over 50 Years
of Experience

it i®

R PUMP
WELLS REPAIR

- Well Drilling

- Annual Service
& Maintenance

- Water Testing

- Water Softeners

= Pump Repair

I

WATER
TREATMENT

®0cc0c0ccc00ccc0000000000000000000 000

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

352.473.0534
969 SE State Rd 100  Keystone Heights, FL

www.broncodrillinginc.com

State License #7112 & State License 7361

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
Florida Youth ChalleNGe Academy
Valedictorian Annabel Lindsey was
emotional after delivering her brief, yet
powerful, remarks to her classmates.

respect, moral and ethical standards and
military customs to advance to the second
phase of the program—the credit recovery
program and their high school diplomas.

Florida
Youts

The drill team provided a flawless 10-minute routine to open the ceremony.

The program takes 17%2 months, with
the final 5% as a residential cadet at Camp
Blanding, which closely resembles military
boot camp.

Tuesday’s ceremony included a presen-
tation from the academy’s drill team and
introductions by Platoon 1 Archers, Platoon
2 Spartans and Platoon 3 Guardians. It also
recognized Valedictorian Annabel Lindsey,

Salutatorian Stefani Gallmon, $5,000 schol-
arship winners Mia Hoyos and Christopher
Burris, and $1,000 scholarship winners
Summer Zorger and Kyla Kelley. Mia Hoyos
(Most Improved), Jermelle Curtis (Physical
Fitness), Leilani Arias (Service to the Com-
munity), Kenneth Butler (Life Skills) and
Jeremy Perez (Post Residential Action Plan)
won special awards.

Enjoy the enchanting holiday experience at OP Mall

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK - As if 112 retail stores and
services weren't enough at the busy Orange
Park Mall, A Night of Wonders will offer

an enchanting holiday experience every
Thursday through Sunday until Dec. 29 in
the mall’s parking lot near JCPenney.

According to event founder Matthew
Mitchell: “Everyone is invited to immerse
themselves in midway rides, an ice-skating
rink, Santa's train, cozy igloos available for
rent, appearances by Mrs. Claus and other
holiday characters, live reindeer encounters,
children-friendly activities, games, food
trucks and festive holiday music to keep the
spirit bright from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.”

Mitchell and his family organized a street
festival in the Orange Park South neighbor-
hood three years ago. Residents on Apopka
Drive decorated their houses and yards and
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Event founder Matthew Mitchell and Orange
Park Mall General Manager Randy Bowman
are eager to welcome everyone to this year’s A
Night of Wonders.

invited people to see the festive decorations.
Mitchell realized the popularity demanded a
bigger venue.

He moved to Elrod Acres in Green
Cove Springs, which attracted thousands of
visitors with its farm-like setting. This year,
A Night of Wonders will focus on Christmas
and carnival rides.

“We change it to bring something new
for our guests and attendees to experience,’
Mitchell said. “You know, we always want
to provide an experience of change, so it's
not the same thing every single year, and we
make sure that when you do change it up,
we get it right”

In addition to the Thursday through
Sunday schedule, there will be additional
sessions on Monday, Dec. 16, Tuesday, Dec.
17, Wednesday, Dec. 18, and Monday, Dec.
23.

SEE HOLIDAY, 19
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Community Briefs

Work to widen County Road
220 to start next wee

For Clay Today

MIDDLEBURG—Lane widening and recon-
struction on County Road 220 from Hollars
Place west of Henley Road to Knight Boxx
Road will start next week. The entire proj-
ecl is expected to take 16 months to com-
plete.

Work will begin during the week of Dec.
16 and will include improvements at Ride-
out Ferry Road. Drivers can expect detours
that will continue for the duration of the
project. All businesses and residents will
have full access to their properties. The
county worked closely with emergency re-
sponders and the school district through-
out the planning process.

C.R. will be widened to four lanes from
Hollars Place to Chief Ridaught Trail, in-
cluding intersection improvements at C.R.
220 and Henley Road. Due to construction
phasing, lane closures will occur daily.

Also, C.R. 220 will be widened to four
lanes from Chief Ridaught Trail to Knight
Boxx Road, including a new four-lane
bridge over Little Black Creek with signal
updates at Knight Boxx Road and Blanding
Boulevard to ease traffic congestion.

Tickets available at 2024
prices for 2025 THE PLAYERS
Championship

PONTE VEERA BEACH - Tickets for
THE PLAYERS Championship, the PGA
TOUR's flagship event, are now available.
Tournament officials are excited to an-
nounce that ticket prices at launch will re-
main unchanged for the 2025 event, high-
lighting the tournament’s commitment to
keeping the event accessible to the North-
east Florida community.

A wide selection of ticket options allows
local fans and visitors to experience North-
east Florida's premier sporting event.
With tickets dynamically priced based on
demand, fans are encouraged to purchase
early to secure the best rates and avoid
missing out on the action, as last year's
event saw a sellout on select days.

THE PLAYERS is set for March 11-16,
and fans are encouraged to secure their
tickets early to lock in the best rates. Tick-
ets are available now at THEPLAYERS.com/
tickets, with prices starting as low as $30
plus taxes and fees. Fans can purchase up

Lo six tickets a day for each account.

THE PLAYERS Championship contin-
ues to offer a family-friendly youth ticket
policy. Up to two children 15 and younger
can attend for free with a ticketed adult all
week long.

Military and veteran ticket packages
will return for THE PLAYERS Champion-
ship, offering complimentary and dis-

counted admission for service members
and veterans. Parking passes for the PLAY-
ERS Championship must be purchased on-
line in advance. A separate parking pass is
required for each day of the tournament.
Parking passes will be digital; no parking
will be sold on-site. For more details and to
purchase parking passes, visit THEPLAY-
ERS.com/parking.

A_ake

+ Digital X-ray
« Dental X-ray

+ Dental Cleanings
and Oral Surgery

« Ultrasound
« Therapeutic Laser
«Vaccine Packages

with Bearding
Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

MELROSE: 8762 State Road 21 352-475-2326
Hours: 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 8:00am - 2:00pm Saturday

KXrea /A Xnimal

* Microchipping
+ Avian and Exotic Care

+ Euthanasia and
Hospice Services

+Boarding

+ Endoscopy

+ Spay and Neuter Services
+ Emergency/Critical Care
+ Orthopedic Surgery

ot i 00000000000000000000000000000000000 ©
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HAWTHORNE 7410 SE US Hwy 301 352-481-4333
«Hawthorne: 8:30-5pm Tues.-Thurs.

LakeAreaVets.com
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Six unique and affordable gift ideas Tor this Christmas season

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY - Secret Santa, White Ele-
phant, Christmas Day. There are plenty of
opportunities to give out the best presents
this year.

If you're unsure what to gift, here are six
affordable and unique options currently
on the market.

Perfect for charcuterie lovers,
this affordable set comes with
a22.8 x 11.4 magnetic folding
cheese board, cheese knives and a
sauce bowl. A total cost of $29.98

Candle Warmer Lamp

This gift provides a safe way to enjoy
your candles without open
flame, smoke, soot or pollution.
Clean and efficient, the electric
warmer melts the candle and
wax from the top down and
has dimmer control. Perfect for
bedroom decor, living rooms
and even yoga rooms. A total cost of
$36.99.

ELECTRIC

OPENER SET

Rechargeable Electric Wine
Gift Set

A unique gift for those who
love to ‘wine down! this 4-in-1
% set comes with an electric
#§ wine bottle opener, automatic
aerator, reusable vacuum stop-
per and a foil cutter—a total
cost of $39.49.

Storm Glass Weather Predictor

This unique gift is perfect for those
who like to keep up with
seasonal weather patterns. The
glass barometer is a functional
% weather forecaster and a dec-
orative item. As the weather

Storm Glass

changes, so do the patterns in the bottle.
The gift comes in three different sizes: the
small costs $24.99, the medium $36.99, the
large $29.99 and the extra large $36.99.

Tabletop Fire Pit

The kit comes with a four-pound fire
pit, three extendable roasting
sticks, and a bamboo serving
board for indoor and outdoor
% use. Flames reach eightto 12
%% inches high and are ignited
: with bioethanol fuel or iso-
propy! alcohol—a total cost of
$39.99.

URBAN ACCENTS*
‘your culinary wingman
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Movie Night Popcorn Kernels
and Seasoning Kit

Popcorn and a movie have never
looked so flavorfull This kit, by
Urban Accents, comes with
™ three non-GMO kernels- fluffy
% white gold, crunchy ruby red
and sweet tricolor blend. It also
comes with various seasonings-
Buttery Caramel Corn, Spicy
Chili Lime, Cheezy White Cheddar, Sizzlin'
Spicy Sriracha and Sweet and Salty Kettle
Corn—a total cost of $22.
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North Florida Land Trust celebrates 25th anniversary

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Smith Lake Pre- on the Hixon Buggy, had an opportunity to
serve was the perfect setting for its recent “meet” our new firetruck, Lola D, a cus-
25th-anniversary celebration of the North tom-built, large-capacity firetruck gifted to
Florida Land Trust. Nearly 100 friends, NFLT by the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy
partners and donors joined NFLT staff and Fund, enjoyed music by the Remedy Tree,
board members at the flagship property, ate barbeque and took self-guided hikes of
part of the Gold Head Branch State Park. the property.

Everyone enjoyed guided property tours

THE PLAYERS opens
auditions for National
Anthem performers

- | KEYSTONE DENTAL

Championship is once again inviting the

talented individuals and groups of Northeast TOD D D S H UC K LE? D M D FA
Florida to audition for the honor of perform-
ing the National Anthem at the annual Mil-
itary Appreciation Ceremony and Concert
on Tuesday, March 11.

In its continued commitment to inclu-
sion, THE PLAYERS is now accepting appli-
cations for American Sign Language (ASL)
interpreters to sign the National Anthem
during the ceremony.

“We're excited to invite local talent to be
part of this special ceremony as we honor
the brave men and women who serve our
country. The Military Appreciation Ceremo-
ny is one of the most meaningful traditions
of THE PLAYERS Championship. Having a
community performer deliver the National
Anthem adds a unique and personal touch
to this powerful moment,” said Lee Smith,
Executive Director of THE PLAYERS Cham-
pionship. “It's a way for us to bring together
the spirit of service and the heart of North-
east Florida as we celebrate the dedication
and sacrifice of our military.”

Local soloists and groups of all ages
are encouraged to submit a video of their
rendition of the National Anthem by 5 p.m.
onJan. 15.

A panel of judges will review submis-
sions, and selected performers will be
notified via email. Any questions regarding
the application process should be directed
to mirandarossum@pgatourhq.com.

To apply, visit theplayers.com/anthem.

Todd D. Shockley, omp

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heiglﬂ:s, FL 32656
Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187
drshockley@hotmail.com
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‘Occupancy 250:
Fans, Bands and Fried Chicken’

Orange Park High alumni celebrate the Einstein A Go-Go era with new book

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

JACKSONVILLE - The year is
1985.

The world has been introduced
to its first mobile phone. Coca-Cola
has just announced its new formu-
la. “Back to the Future” is released
in theaters and is set to become the
year's highest-grossing film.

And, alittle closer to home,
Jacksonville Beach has become a new
breeding ground for punk rockers and
alternative music lovers alike. Einstein A
Go-Go has opened its doors on North 1st
Street and will change the lives of
local youth all over the city.

The new dance club, open to all
ages, was a place for a new wave of
music. Emerging acts like Nirvana,
The Cranberries, Living Colour and
the Red Hot Chili Peppers took the
stage to headline what was known
as an “alternative music revolution.”

WATER WELL CONTRACTING
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It was a time that Dee Edenfield Mar-
ling, Jon Glass and Jennifer Curry Compton
remember fondly. And, together, they're
reminiscing about it in their new book,
“Occupancy 250: Fans, Bands and Fried
Chicken- The Stories of Einstein A Go-Go.”

“It was a home away from home where
we could go, and it was safe,” Marling said.
“We could just be ourselves and find a
family.”

The book includes exclusive interviews
with musical artists and past Go-Go club-
bers, along with mementos and memories,
to examine the cherished venue and its
impact on local rockers.

The book also features rarely seen
“pre-digital era” photos of the club in action,
taken by photographer Allison Durham.

As Orange Park High alumni Marling,
Glass and Compton said, they graced the
club almost every night in their concert tees,
vintage button-ups, black eyeliner, hair dye
and denim.

“There was nothing like it over in Orange
Park at that time,” Glass said. “And, so, it felt

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local

Water Experts

Come by The'Office ForA'Water
Quality Analysis And A Free
Treatment Estimate
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PHOTO BY ALLISON DURHAM/EAGG PRESS

Left: Lead singer of rock band Jane’s Addiction Perry Farrell. Center: Hope Nicholls, lead
singer of alternative band Fetchin Bones. Right: Sisters Terri and Tammie Faircloth owned the
nightclub with their parents from 1985 to 1997.

Left: Living Colour was a rock band that performed at Einstein A Go-Go. Sonic Youth was
another rock band that performed at Einstein A Go-Go.

worth the drive. Wed all get together and
make that trip,a 45-minute trek”

It was owned by the Faircloth family and
had a capacity of just 250 people. The club
was filled with young people of all genders,
races, and backgrounds who shared one
thing in common-their love of music.

Marling said no alcohol was permitted,
but you could smoke to your heart’s desire,
dress up and mingle with the musical artists.
Band members could even eat some of the
best-fried chicken cooked by Bill Faircloth
himself.

When she first moved to Orange Park,
Marling said it was a whole new world from
life in California. In listening to many radio
stations, such as Rock 105 and the Big Ape,
she said there were very few, if any, that
played alternative music.

But Einstein A Go-Go gave her so much
more.

“It was a place for me to go," Marling said.
“I'was alittle rebel. I ran away from home
and often found myself at Einstein listening
to bands.”

They said the live bands changed the way

they viewed music as a whole, as a different
type of sound and experience that filled the
airwaves.

“We had no idea at the time what these
bands might go on to do,” Compton said.

“It was so low-key where we saw them. We
were enjoying ourselves, and we were kids.”

Compton remembered a special mo-
ment with the North Carolina band, The
Connells. She snapped pictures of the band
with a disc camera, capturing moments she
would never forget.

“The singer saw me, and while he wasn't
singing, he took the camera from me, made
us pose, me and my friends, at the front of
the stage, and took our photo. We were so
excited,” Compton said. ‘And it turned out
great, and it’s in the book.”

Glass said the club fueled his passion for
live music. As a journalist, interacting with
the bands gave him an outlet for his artistic
side and inspiration for his next story.

“The chance to meet bands that I ap-
preciated and loved listening to and getting
their autograph and all that stuff. It was

SEE OCCUPANCY, 19
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Left: Dolores O’'Riordan, the lead singer of The Cranberries. Sonic Youth was another rock

band that performed at Einstein A Go-Go.

Occupancy

from page 18

special for a young music fan like me,” Glass
said. The three clubbers said that although
they all fell into their own circle of friends,
hanging out with each other at the club is a
memory they will never forget.

“You didn't feel weird because weird was
kind of the norm,” Compton said. “So, I got

more confident and met many more people.

I feel like it fostered an artistic sensibility for
me.
What was once Einstein A Go-Go even-

tually became the local bar, The Shim Sham

Room, which is now permanently closed.
The group said they've heard ideas of a pos-
sible demolition.

“We think the building will not be around
for that much longer,” Glass said.

All the more reason to keep the club’s
legacy alive. They hope the book continues
to do that in every way possible.

“I'think it's a vital record of everything
that happened,” Compton said. “We're losing
people every year. So, having these things in
print, where future generations, the Einstein-
ers kids, can see what it was. It's a story that
needed to be told”

To order a copy and learn more about
the book, visit Occupancy250.com.

to get it right, and there are some days that
you know you're going to get it right, but it’s
important to be able to pivot to the next day
or the next time and make sure you have
enough activities.”

Mitchell said his family has always
enjoyed Christmas time. He loved it when
a community joined to share joy, laughter
and happiness, especially those struggling.
A smaller act, like decorating his house,
grew into decorating a street. That evolved
into creating a three-night Christmas village
at Elrod Acres, and now it's a month-long
Christmas Carnival.

Imagine what next year’s will be like.

TEAL
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7z CARPET ONE 3%

Your Flooring Specialists

Sales ¢ Service « Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

o Vinyl « Carpet « Ceramic Tile
o Hardwood & Laminate Floors

BUYING POWER OF
OVER 1,400 STORES!!
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“When you bring in major pieces, like
what we brought in for this year’s event, at
the end of the day, it always makes it worth
it when you see the families coming through
and enjoying that,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell said there are different nightly
themes and entertainment lineups. For a list
of nightly themes, visit anightofwonders.org/
events.

“I'wouldn’t say it's difficult to pull all that
together,” he said. “It is time-consuming.
There are some days that you're not going

904-964-7423

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091
Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
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Level: Beginner

Solve the code to discover words related to cold and flu.
Each number corresponds to cooking.
(Hint: 6 = E)

5 25 8 10 10 20 6 5

Clue: Runny nose

10 6 7 6 17

Clue: Elevated temperature

24 9 11 6 5

Clue: Body soreness

14 24 20 24 8 5 6
Clue: Unwell
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WighiD ScpiiggBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to cold and flu.
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GUESS WHO »

I am a comedic actor born in Canada on
December 17, 1946. In high school | used
humorous campaign posters to win the

student council race. I've worked alongside
fellow Canadians and am known for my thick
eyebrows and glasses. My most iconic role
was as an awkward dad in a movie about
teenagers and virginity.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

ARTHRITIS
BACTERIA
COMMON COLD
COVID
DISEASE
E-COLlI
FUNGAL
HEPATITIS
HOOKWORMS
ILLNESS
INFECTIOUS
INFLUENZA
MIGRAINE
PAIN
PARASITE
PERTUSSIS
SALMONELLA
STOMACH BUG
STREP THROAT
THRUSH
TOXOPLASMOSIS
TRANSMISSIBLE
TUBERCULOSIS
VIRUS

COmXCNAMEIXCOIONIWrr=
NOHXRXVNWNFITOLXZWVX-SIP>PO-A>MO
HAOT=2O0ZNOruourxox-Hvwununn
OCNUV-HOEPAIWCOHr-H>»O0NZ<T

CLAY TODAY ARCHIVES

Twisted Oaks Rescue founder Jessie Shekels
said her nonprofit will close in 2025 because
she has to focus on surgery and treatment for a
severe neck and back injury.

Twisted Oaks Rescue to close

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Twisted Oaks Res-
cue founder Jessie Shekels decided to close
her pet food distribution and wellness clinic
next year because she needs surgery and
treatment for a severe neck and back injury.

According to a Facebook post, the pantry
is full and cannot accept any more pet food
donations.

The organization also posted:

“Thank you all for your support over the
last five years! As a team, we made a huge
difference in the lives of local pet families.

We are forever grateful for the opportunity to
serve our lake area pet community!”
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Clay County alumni playing in upcoming college bowls

Kendy Charles in
TaxSlayer Bowl

JACKSONVILLE — TaxSlayer Gator Bowl
Chairman Andy King and the TaxSlayer
Gator Bowl Board of Trustees announced
today that Duke will play #14 Ole Miss in
the 80th TaxSlayer Gator Bowl on Thursday,
Jan. 2.

On the Duke University defense is for-
mer Orange Park High School All State De-
fensive end Kendy Charles, who played four
years at Liberty University and will finish his
college career as a Duke Blue Devil.

“Kendy’s been a great addition to our de-
fense,” said Duke head football coach Manny
Diaz, in a zoom press conference call on
Tuesday, December 10 with Ole Miss coach
Lane Kiffin. “We were very inexperienced
at defensive tackle and, in our scheme,
defensive tackle is where it all begins. We felt
Kendy had all the tools of being a disruptive
force when he got here”

Charles, in 37 career games, (21 starts),
has compiled 108 tackles, 22.5 TFL, 13.5
sacks, six QB pressures, one PBU, one
fumble recovery and one caused fumble.
Charles has registered 3+ tackles on 19
occasions and 5+ tackles 10 times. Charles
posted a career-high eight tackles against
BYU in 2022, while earning a career-best 3.0

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DUKE ATHLETICS
Former Orange Park High all state Kendy Charles, left, and above No. 91, gets one more chance
to play in front of his hometown crowd as Duke will visit TaxSlayer Gator Bowl against Ole Miss in
Jacksonville Jaguars Stadium on Thursday, Jan. 2.

Miami, noted Charles’ immense athleticism
gives him an edge as a big man in the middle
of a defense.

“Against the run; twitchy, good with

TFL and 3.0 sacks against Old Dominion in
2021.

Diaz, who coached Oakleaf High grad
Shaquille Quarterman while at University of

SERVING LOCAL
MEXICAN FOOD

SINCE 1991
904-276-2776 « WWW.LANOPALERAKINGSLEY.COM « 2024 KINGSLEY AVE. « ORANGE PARK

movement skills and Kendy has enough
juice that he could affect the quarterback;,”
said Diaz. “It's been fun watching him get
more and more comfortable all year and his
reward is being able to play a major bowl
game close to home. I've seen a few great
players from the Jacksonville area”

In his career, Charles has played in four
bowl games (2020 Cure, 2021 LendingTree,
2022 RoofClaim.com Boca Raton, and 2023
VRBO Fiesta).

The 80th TaxSlayer Gator Bowl will be
the first ever meeting between these two
teams. This will be the first appearance in
the Bowl by Duke who finished 9-3 and
coming off five consecutive Bowl wins.
Over the past three years, Duke has finished
26-12. In its 79-game history, the TaxSlayer
Gator Bowl has hosted Ole Miss three times
including one of the most iconic games in
bowl history. InJanuary 1971, Ole Miss met
Auburn in Jacksonville for the 26th Gator
Bowl featuring Heisman runner up and Ole
Miss icon Archie Manning in a full arm cast.

“It's a tremendous honor to host the
80th annual TaxSlayer Gator Bowl. As the
6th oldest bowl game in the nation, writing
the 80th chapter of this iconic game carries
alot of pride for our membership and our
community,” said Andy King. “The

SEE BOWLS, 22
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opportunity to host two top-tier teams in
Duke vs Ole Miss as well as their players,
coaches and fans to our city for a great week
of activities celebrating both programs’
successful seasons.”

The 80th Annual TaxSlayer Gator Bowl
will be played on Thursday, Jan. 2 at 7:30
p.m. on Bill Gay Grounds at EverBank Stadi-
um in Jacksonville, Fla., and will be national-
ly televised on ESPN.

Tickets and Bowl information are avail-
able online at www.taxslayergatorbowl.com.

OHS Rivers; Miami, to face
lowa State in Pop-Tarts Bowl

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — The Miami
Hurricanes football program announced
Sunday that it has accepted a bid to the 2024
Pop-Tarts Bowl.

Miami will take on Iowa State at Camp-
ing World Stadium in Orlando, Fla. on Dec.
28. The game will be broadcast at 3:30 p.m.
on ABC.

“We are excited to accept an invitation

PHOTO COURTETSY OF UMIAMI ATHLETICS
Former Oakleaf High offensive tackle and shot put state champion Jalen Rivers will be part of

University of Miami football team playing in Orlando’s Camping Bowl! Stadium against lowa State in
the Pop Tarts Bowl on Dec. 28.

to the 2024 Pop-Tarts Bowl,” Vice President/
Director of Athletics Dan Radakovich said.
“Florida Citrus Sports is an outstanding host
and always puts on a terrific show. I know
our student-athletes and fans will enjoy their
bowl experience in Orlando.”

On the field for Miami will be Oakleaf
High School fifth-year redshirt junior player
Jalen Rivers, a starting offensive tackle.
Rivers, a 6-5’, 325-pound player, is a 2023
All-ACC second-team selection for his posi-
tion and was named to the Outland Trophy
Watch List in July.

In 2024, Miami’s offense accumulated
2148 yards rushing and 4311 yards passing
with 66TDs behind an offensive line bol-
stered by Rivers.

Miami, with a 10-2 season record with
two losses; to Georgia Tech 28-23, and Syr-
acuse 42-38 sandwiched around a win over
Wake Forest 42-14, is set to play in its 46th
bowl game in school history. The Hurricanes
own a 20-25 record in its previous postsea-
son contests.

The 2024 Pop-Tarts Bowl will mark the
first-ever meeting between Miami and Iowa
State on the gridiron.

The Hurricanes are making their fifth
bowl appearance in Orlando since 2009.
Most recently, Miami faced Oklahoma State

Ridgeview quarterback Tyler Huff got a Conference USA title and MVP award last week and will be
in Orlando to play in the Cure Bowl against Mid-American Conference Champion Ohio University
on Dec. 20.

in the 2020 Cheez-It Bowl at Camping World
Stadium.

RHS Huff comes back to Florida
for Cure Bowl in Orlando

ORLANDO—The Jacksonville State
University Gamecocks football team, fresh
off its first Conference USA championship
game last week, will be heading to Camping
World Stadium in Orlando, Fla. for the 10th
Annual StaffDNA Cure Bowl, accepting the
invitation to play Mid-American Conference
champion Ohio on Friday, Dec. 20 at noon.

Leading the Gamecocks at quarterback
is former Ridgeview High standout Tyler
Huff.

Jax State is making its second

appearance in a bowl game in its second
season as a member of the FBS.

On Friday, December 6, the Gamecocks
clinched its first Conference USA champion-
ship in its first year eligible for the game with
awin at home over Western Kentucky 52-12.
The Gamecocks will enter the contest with a
9-4 record.

The Gamecocks (9-4), beaten by the Hill-
toppers just six days earlier, jumped out to
a 14-3 lead in the opening quarter and kept

their foot on the gas the rest of the night.

Huff accounted for three touchdowns
and Tre Stewart continued to etch his name
in Jax State’s record book with three more
rushing TDs, giving him 23 on the year.

Huft’s 167 yards on the ground estab-
lished a CUSA Championship Game record
for rushing yards by a quarterback. He was
selected as Championship Game Most
Valuable Player by the media.

Huff was a dual threat all night, com-
pleting 11-of-15 passes for 176 yards with
touchdown throws to Sean Brown and Cam
Vaughn.

“I'm proud of our players and coaches
for earning a spot in a great bowl game in a
great venue,” said Jax State Football Coach
Rich Rodriguez. “We're very excited about
the opportunity to showcase Jax State
football in front of a national audience at the
Cure Bowl”

This is just the second time in the 10-year
history of the Cure Bowl that two confer-
ence champions will go head-to-head. The
Bobcats defeated Miami (Ohio) in the MAC
Championship just before the announce-
ment of the game was made and are 10-3
this season.


http://www.taxslayergatorbowl.com

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD 23

Classifieds

for Clay County

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island,
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg
904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please
check your ad copy the first week
of publication. We will only apply
credit for the first run and credits
are subject to approval of the
publisher. If ad is canceled prior to
the first insertion cancellation must
be made by classified deadline

of Monday by noon. Ads must
comply with Federal, State a local

laws. We are not responsible for
ad content. Ads are subject to
approval by the publisher.

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON

LINER ADS

All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25
characters per line. Additional
lines may be purchased. All rates
are NET.

PRIVATE PARTY COMMER-

CIAL

1 week $14.50 1 week 523
2 week $24 2 week %40
3 week 32 3 week 56
4 week %40 4 week $72
EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Ads are %27 per column inch
with a minimum of 2”

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE
DIRECTORY
1.5” x 2”7 %80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 37 $160 for 4 weeks

Cost includes online at:
claytodayonline.com

( )
MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable.
Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication.
We will only apply credit for
the first run and credits are
subject fo approval by the
Publisher. If ad is cancelled
prior fo the first insertion,
concellonon must be made
I\/Y the classified deadline of
onday by 12p.m. Ads must
comply with Federal, State
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads
are subject to approval by
the pulisher.

Announcements

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required!

Call 24/7: 888-815-4341

We buy Guitars

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
DAngelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-307-
5421

We buy Watches

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-888-280-1115

Home
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 1-855-315-1952

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need
a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free

estimate. Financing available. Call
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip
code of property ready when calling!

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits your
budget! Call: 1-888-521-2793

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount of
water can lead to major damage in
your home. Our trusted profession-

als do complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-866-782-4060. Have zip
code of service location ready when
you call!

Homes for Sale

American Log Homes DEVELOPER
LIQUIDATION SALE! Log Home kits
selling for Balance Owed. Up to 50%
off. Design plans can be modified!
No time limit on delivery. Call 1-888-
230-9599, M-F 9am—-5pm ET.

Medical Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.
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_L. Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

\ SAFE,V(\WSTEE’

WALK-IN TUB

~1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofja new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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Leaf@Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

@ CALL TODAY FOR A

FREE INSPECTION!

1-855-595-2102

102

Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing
that fits your budget!*

Callfor detas.

ArS

ADVERTISING

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES

Autos Wanted
*Donate Your Car fo Veterans
Today! Help and Support our Veterans.

Fast - FREE pick up. 100% fax deductible.

Call 1-800-245-0398

Health & Fitness
*Dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400+ procedures. Real dental
insurance - not just a discount
plan. Get your free Information Kit
with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
denfal50plus.com/ads #6258
+Atfention oxygen therapy users!
Discover oxygen therapy that moves
with you with Inogen Port-able Oxygen
Concentrators. Free information kif.
1-866-477-9045

Home Services

+Aging Roof? New Homeowner?
Got Storm Damage? You need a local
expert provider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free estimate.
Financing available. Call 1-888-878-
9091

*Water damage cleanup: A small
amount of water can cause major
damage fo your home. Our frusted
professionals dry out wet areas & repair
to profect your family & your home
value! Call 24/7:1-888-872-2809. Have
Zip code!

Miscellaneous

*Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now fo receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today

ac

Association of
Community
Publishers

Reach 6 million
homes nationwide

to schedule a free quote. If's nof just a
generator. If's a power move.

sEliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter profec-fion. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate foday. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

sBath & shower updates in as
little as 1 day! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional insfalls. Senior
& milifary discounts available. 1-877-
5439189

*Become a published author.
We want fo read your book! Dorrance
Publishing frusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s guide
1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

+Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifefime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - imited time! Fi-
nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

sWesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver
$50,000,000in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info
package & learn how fo get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. 833-308-1971

*DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices af once. HBO
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.) No contract or
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call VS 1-866-859-0405

To inquire about placing an ad
in this section,call 904-264-3200

*Replace your roof w/the best
looking & longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles &
mulfiple colors available. Guaranteed
fo last a lifefime! Limited Time Offer
up 1o 50% off insfall + Additional
10% off install (milifory, health & Tst
responders.) 1-833-370-1234

+Jocuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or shower
in as little as one day. For a lim-fed
time, waving ALL insfallation costs!
(Additional ferms apply. Subject fo
change and vary by dealer. Offer ends
12/29/24.) Call 1-844-501-3208

+Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the sfairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access fo their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

sHome break-ins take less than 60
seconds. Don't waif! Profect your family,
your home, your as-sets now for as little
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

sMobileHelp America’s premier
mobile medical alert system. Whether
you're home or away. For sofely
& peace of mind. No long ferm
confracts! Free brochure! Call 1-888-
489-3936

*We buy houses for cash as is!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condifion.
Easy three sfep process: Cal, get cash
offer & get paid. Get your fair cash
offer foday by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-877-5833

*American Log Homes DEVELOPER
LIQUIDATION SALE! Log Home kits
selling for Balance Owed. Up 1o 50% off.
Design plans can be modified! No time
limit on delivery. Call 1-866-307-5491,
M- 9am-5pm ET.
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MeLis.sa

OVER :17 miltion
SOLD in2024

Multi-Year Multi—MiIlion Dollar Producer

Welcome Home!

(352) 478-SOLD

Melissa Pellerito
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights

Call or Text
352-494-1829

‘Welcome Home...

For The
Holidays.

First Time Home Buyers * Veterans ° Investment Property * Residential * Commercial * Land & Building * Retirement Homes
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