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KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Lynn Harwell tried 
to straighten her hair that was frazzled 
by riding through miles of open trails and 
wooded scrubs in a convertible Jeep.

Her eyes were wide with excitement. 
She jumped from the dirt-caked off-road 
vehicle like a child on an sugar high who 
just experienced their first roller-coaster 
ride.

The enjoyable part of the Survivor Ride 
at Krawl’n for the Fallen was the ride 
through the trails. It allowed Harwell to be 
pampered and enjoy simple pleasures she 
never knew existed.

Survivors embrace organization’s 
commitment to never forget

Continues to honor fallen responders

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
This Jeep driver thought it would be easy to drive over this car. He was wrong.

Lynn Harwell scribes her fiance’s information on 
the side of a Jeep following the Survivor’s Ride 
last Saturday at the Keystone Airport.

SEE KRAWL’N, 14

mailto:don@claytodayonline.com
tel:352-494-1829
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Schoolhouse tool
  7. Martens
 13. Slags
 14. One who scrapes
 16. Centiliter
 17. White wine
 19. Of I
 20. Former Syracuse great Warrick
 22. Relating to the ear
 23. Sandwich shops
 25. Victories
 26. White (French)
 28. Self-immolation by fire ritual
 29. Genus of parrots
 30. Unhappy
 31. Talk incessantly
 33. Type of Squad
 34. Unit of perceived loudness
 36. Violent seizure of property
 38. Agave
 40. Sound units
 41. Removes from record
 43. Partner to Mama
 44. Mythological bird
 45. Dash
 47. Hair product
 48. Two-year-old sheep
 51. Signs a deal
 53. Conifer

 55. Autonomous republic in  
         NW Russia
 56. Wife of Muhammed
 58. British Air Aces
 59. Ears or ear-like appendages
 60. Not caps
 61. Deep-bodied sea dweller
 64. Rural delivery
 65. Feeling
 67. Study of relations of organisms  
       to one another
 69. Room to argue
 70. Question
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Cream puff
  2. Road open
  3. Stressed syllable
  4. Thailand’s former name
  5. Cologne
  6. Recounted
  7. Garment of cloth
  8. Airborne (abbr.)
  9. Reproduced
 10. Emits coherent radiation
 11. “Westworld” actor Harris
 12. Smallest interval in  
        Western music
 13. Unstressed central vowel
 15. Lives in

 18. When you expect to  
         get somewhere
 21. Storage bags
 24. One who covers with plastic
 26. Cast out
 27. Automobile
 30. Repaired shoe
 32. Belonging to the bottom layer
 35. Possesses
 37. Soda
 38. Programs
 39. In an unexpected way
 42. A bag-like structure in a  
         plant or animal
 43. For each
 46. Unbelief
 47. Seized or impaled
 49. Arrive on the scene
 50. Especially happy
 52. Classic western film
 54. Split pulses
 55. Frida __: Painter
 57. Start again
 59. Employee stock ownership plan
 62. Young women’s association
 63. Frozen water
 66. “The First State”
 68. Computers need one
 

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Puzzles sponsored by 

www.northflpharmacy.com


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2024 3KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

www.titanchevy.com


Class of 1975

Sideburns, 8-tracks, encyclopedias 
and normal senior pressures
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Word of the Week is a feature that 
aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practi-
cal application. Each week, our editorial 
staff presents a word, its definition and 
its use in a sentence.

Supersedence: (soo-per-SEED-ns) 
a noun that means an act of taking the 
place of a person or thing previously in 
authority.

 “Gasoline-powered cars face superse-
dence by the rising popularity of electric 
vehicles.”

By Don Coble
Managing Editor

I drove a Ford Pinto to school on the first 
day of my senior 
year. To understand 
the significance of 
that, the Class of 
2025 can learn the 
dangers of owning 
a Pinto. The design 
of their fuel tank 
and the position of 
the rear axle made 
them susceptible to 
exploding in a fire 
during a rear-end 
collision by using 
Google on their 
cellphones.

In 1975, my classmates and I didn’t 
have Google or cellphones. If we needed to 
look up something that happened recent-
ly, we had to go to the library and peer 

through newspaper clips or microfish. If 
it was more than 10 years old, we looked 
it up in encyclopedias. Most of us got our 
encyclopedias from the grocery stores, 
where they were sold one letter a week. If 
our moms forgot one week, we had holes in 
our collection. We were missing the “K” and 
“T” volumes.

We didn’t have satellite radios or MP3s. 
We had 8-tracks. After you played them 
several times, two tracks played over each 
other, so you had to wedge a piece of 
cardboard to play only one track. Ask your 
parents. Or your grandparents.

We had sideburns, plaid bellbottom 
pants, cheesy mustaches and mood rings. 
Boys didn’t have tattoos or earrings. And if 
we misbehaved in school, we got paddled. 
In my school, they were called “licks.” The 
physical education coaches knew how to 
swing up to catch the lower part of your 
bottom cheeks to lift you onto your toes. I 
have firsthand knowledge of that.

Our prom theme was Chicago’s “Just 

You and Me.” During slow dances, chap-
erones made sure the boy’s hands didn’t 
creep below the small of the girl’s back. 
There were no metal detectors at the door, 
no off-duty police officers and no threats.

We had dances, plays and concerts. 
We didn’t send texts to each other. We 
talked face-to-face. We created friendships 
and relationships, not acquaintances and 
contact lists.

This may be difficult to believe, but for 
$10 and a note from a parent, a student 
could buy a smoking card. There was a 
small section outside between buildings 
that was roped off—literally; it was an area 
12-foot by 12-foot with four poles and a 
single rope—where students could step 
inside the ropes for a quick smoke between 
classes or during lunch.

I trust the Class of 2025 is more intelli-
gent than that.

My generation turned off the news. We 

OF THE MONTH

Don Coble

WordWord

OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about 
the county commission, the school board or your city council 
or commission, sit down and take a few moments to write us 

a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and 
write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to 
local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right 
to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your 

email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

SEE 2025,  5

By Zuri Martin
For The Herald

On July 31st, the clock read 11:59:59. This 
date symbolizes my last second devoid of 
stressors. Not that my junior year summer 
wasn’t filled with plenty, but with Common 
Application now being issued as “opened,” 
the term stressor 
to define my senior 
year would be an 
understatement.

As of Nov. 1, the 
personal 650-word 
essay inhabiting 
Google Docs is 
vacant. Not being 
able to use my time 
to conjure up a 
redundant trauma 
dump of the last 18 
years of my life, I 
instead utilize those 
hours writing 1,000-
word papers for Dual Enrollment English 
and spending my Tuesday afternoons in a 
conference room discussing the intricacies 
of Homecoming.

Preceding my last year of traditional 
school, I was a 12-year-old girl replete with 
anxiety disguised as an optimistic look into 
the future. I remember the rigorous to-do 
lists crumbled across my room and pic-
tures of UCLA and NYC spread across the 
carpeted floor that previously belonged to 
my now dismantled vision board before me 
changing my mind as to what I want to be 
when I grow up — the question that booms 
in every child’s ear. Although I have yet to 
conclude, I knew that my inner perfectionist 
and my obscure dream needed to be fed 
with hard work.

SEE 1975, 5

Class of 2025:

Plaid pajama pants, 
Crocs, Google 
Docs and traditional 
senior pressures

Zuri Martin

mailto:don@claytodayonline.com
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 Five years ago, 2019
• The Clay County Solid Waste Man-

agement Facility reports residents recycled 
7.967 tons in 2018, reducing the amount of 
space used at the landfill, which means the 
county won’t have to pay other counties to 
use their landfills to dump trash.

• The Florida Department of Transporta-
tion tells Clay County that the construction 
of the new Shands Bridge as part of the First 
Coast Expressway will start in fiscal year 
2022.

• Former Superintendent of Schools 
Charlie Van Zant files to run for his old job 
on the 2020 ballot.

10 years ago, 2014
• The Board of County Commissioners 

approved building a mega-sports complex 
with a portion of $20 million in unspent 
bond money.

• Fleming Island’s Mary Hunstein cred-
ited Baptist Clay and Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital with their quick reaction to saving 
the life of her son, Phillip, who stopped 
breathing with an apparent attack of Sudden 
Infant Syndrome.

• St. Johns River State College’s Work 
Ready Program, funded by CareerSource of 
Northeast Florida, provides mentoring and 
tutoring to teach general skills so students 
can immediately enter the workforce after 
high school.

20 years ago, 2004
• Sheriff Rick Bessler selected Maj. Craig 

Aldrich as his director of operations, Maj. 
Terry LaCasse as director of administration, 
Maj. Carl Crossley as director of communi-
cations, Capt. Mike Hardee as chief detec-
tive, Charlene Cox as executive assistant, 
and Sherry Salerno as secretary.

• Officials with the Florida Department 
of Environment Protection held a public 
hearing in Middleburg on a proposal regard-
ing DuPont’s National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permit and its impact on 
the Black Creek watershed.

 30 years ago, 1994
• Fellow Clay County Commissioners 

voted for Patrick D. McGovern to be the 
chairman for one year.

• The BCC floated a proposal on how 
to handle solid waste considering the filled 

Rosemary Hill Landfill. Members are con-
sidering transferring trash to Nassau County.

• Despite losing his BCC race, Democrat 
Ronnie Coleman vows to remain active in 
Clay County politics and run for another 
office at the next election.

 40 years ago, 1984
• Political newcomer Ann Wiggins 

shocks longtime incumbent Superintendent 
Jesse Tynes.

• The Florida Highway Patrol is investi-
gating a fatal motorcycle accident that left 
Christopher Allen Miller of Orange Park 
dead.

• Scott Alan Decker, 21, is arrested in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, and will be 
extradited to Clay County following a string 
of armed robberies.

This Month in History

1975
from page 4

watched the U.S. military, including my fa-
ther, fight in Vietnam on the nightly news for 
years. It was watching how sausage is made. 
The war officially ended on April 30, 1975 – 
one month before we graduated. President 
Nixon also resigned in disgrace during my 
senior year. The real world was too exhaust-
ing, so we turned it off. I imagine it still feels 
that way.

Two months before I got my diploma, 
two of my friends and I drove to Lakeland 
to see our first big concert. First, everyone 
around us smoked something that smelled 
like somebody’s dirty sock was on fire. Then 
the lights dimmed, the stage exploded, 
confetti shot from cannons, and the speakers 
were so loud they knocked us out of our 
seats.

Four rockers with tall platformed shoes 
walked on stage dressed like the leather 
interior of my father’s Ford Thunderbird. 
They, indeed, were the hottest band in the 

land: KISS.
Looking back, my senior seemed like 

simpler times. Back then, the biggest worry 
was getting $5 to buy enough gas to drive to 
Disney World for the week to work (where I 
made $82 a week to empty garbage cans.)

We had the same challenges 50 years 
ago as this year’s graduating class. What 
does history hold for us? Is college the right 
move? Do I want to take a year off to play?

My favorite bands now were the biggest 
bands of the 1970s, like Yes, Chicago, Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, Led Zeppelin, Earth, Wind and Fire, 

KISS, Pink Floyd, the Eagles, Fleetwood Mac, 
ZZ Top, Steely Dan, Foghat, The Outlaws, 
Blood, Sweat and Tears and Aerosmith.

I was only 17 during my freshman year 
at UCF (for the first two years, it was Florida 
Technological University). And back then, 
college was $300 a quarter, plus books. Now, 
counting a parking sticker, you can go to 
college for less than $1,800 a year.

I miss the more superficial, happier life of 
high school. My biggest worry was making a 
$63 car payment for my Ford Pinto, which, 
thankfully, never exploded.

Recently, I decided to rummage through 
Orange Park High’s yearbook from 25 years 
ago. As I looked at pictures of Homecoming 
Court and the days surrounding our annual 
“Raider Roar,” I took in the carefree smiles. 
Instead, I misapprehended it as a feeling of 
insouciance. I contemplated the variety of 
former students who looked like they had 
it more manageable, and I wondered if the 
burden was me. We’re both seniors on the 
way to college, so why couldn’t my exasper-
ation during the Senior activities make for 
that effect?

As the anticipation and excitement for 
Homecoming grew even more prominent, 
I was instead strained with planning the 

2025
from page 25

night, as I proposed the Homecoming theme 
should be set to pay homage to the theme 
chosen 25 years ago — Hawaiian — to com-
memorate the Class of 2025.

Today’s attire consists of traditional plaid 
pajama pants paired with Crocs. If we’re 
lucky, the perforated shoes are adorned with 
charms. This style and critiques regarding 
it are not something students are blind to; 
however, the need to be shod in jeans and 
lace-up shoes at 7 a.m. is not something the 
student body finds necessary.

Themes like “Dress like your student’s 
day” or “teacher-student swap day” became 
popular themes during Homecoming Week 
in their satirical regard to this style. But 
because of its popularity and constant re-
cycling every year, the student government, 
where I serve as our “25 Historian,” wished to 

try something different. This included Luau 
Day, which we decided to incorporate as a 
Spirit Day instead of the dance theme, and 
Throwback Day, where each class dressed 
as their decade, which was assigned by our 
charge.

Getting the opportunity to become a 
representative for my peers is not something 
I could have imagined during my four years 
spent homeschooling up to my junior year. 
To make up for the time lost, I decided to 
participate in various clubs assisting with 
accumulating community service hours 
and the worries of a humdrum resume. As 
I sit writing this and my ears ringing with 
the clanked sound of typing, my dream 
that I unknowingly spent my years work-
ing toward has come true. The pressures 
of not getting into universities noted with 

a 3% acceptance rate and the worries of a 
mediocre college essay have now faded as I 
realize that the surface ideas that come with 
being a senior have a heavyweight — only 
because I had made no attempts to lighten 
it and remove the fears brought upon by life 
after high school.

With the limited leisure time I have, I 
now spend my time writing, which reflects 
my future career as a journalist.

Attempting to put myself into categories 
until I found the best fit was how I spent 
my high school tenure. Still, I now choose 
to spend the remainder of my senior year 
understanding that I will end up where I’m 
supposed to be and that my hard work has 
not gone to waste as I sit here now, counter-
ing the process and the journey that led me 
to an understanding of myself.
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Visit Bryan’s Ace for all your holiday needs!

352-473-0352
800-255-6959

www.sweetpsflorist.com
Bryan’s 

251 East Walker Dr.251 East Walker Dr.
352-473-4006352-473-4006

www.bryansace.comwww.bryansace.com
155 S. Lawrence Blvd.  

(352)473-8684

Four weeks ‘til Christmas!

We have  
something

for 
EVERYONE!

SHOP 
LOCAL!

First 37 of 540 AEDs installed 
throughout Clay County
By Don Coble 
don@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY—Even with some commu-
nity partners volunteering in hurricane-rav-
aged Southwest Florida and Northwest 
North Carolina, others worked with Clay 
County Fire Rescue Paramedicine officials 
to install 37 Automated External Defibrilla-
tors and Narcan kits around the county last 
Friday.

Operation Lifeline and Team Rubicon 
members worked with CCFR’s Paramedi-
cine to install kits at selected county parks 
and sports complexes, building exteriors and 
boat ramps at the first of several installation 
sessions. In all, nearly 540 kits will be in-

stalled in public places. The AEDs were pur-
chased with federal funds from the National 
Opioids Settlement, which the Lutheran 
Services of Florida Manages, and distributed 
to Clay County.

“It was fantastic. We had so much going 
on, honestly, because of the holidays,” said 
Operation Lifeline Founder/Executive 
Director Erick Saks. “We did a Trunk or Treat 
(with the Green Cove Springs Police Depart-
ment) that evening, so we were racing to get 
everything done.”

The installation was broken into three 
teams. The original schedule called for the 
work to be completed on Friday and Satur-
day, but the teams finished on Friday.PHOTOS COURTESY OF ERICK SAKS 

Operation Lifeline Founder/Executive Director Erick Saks installs one of 540 AEDs kits at a county  
park. SEE AED, 18

mailto:don@claytodayonline.com
http://www.sweetpsflorist.com
http://www.bryansace.com
www.bryansace.com
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Food Trucks on-site every day! Live music Friday and Saturday!

azaleacitybrewing.com

120 S. 7th Street
Palatka

386-530-2084
Mon - Thurs: 3-10 pm

Fri - Sat: 12 noon -11 pm
Sun: 1-8 pm

You never know what we’ll brew up next!

Azalea City Brewing Company 
brews a variety of craft beers  

in our Palatka brewery. 
Let us know your favorite  

craft beers and flavors!

JUST 15 MINUTES
FROM KEYSTONE!

Historic groups share future ideas to preserve their past
By Don Coble
don@claytonoline.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Historic and 
Heritage clubs throughout Northeast Florida 
face the same challenges of sustaining 
interest and constant sources of revenues, 
so they huddled Saturday to share ideas at 
the Keystone Pavillion ahead of that city’s 
Centennial.

Representatives of the Keystone Heights 
Heritage Commission, Waldo Area Histor-
ical Society, Middleburg Museum, Orange 
Park Historical Society and the Historic Mel-
rose District discussed their business prac-
tices, and each learned a different approach 
to finding money, resources and space to 
preserve their communities’ legacies.

None were more interested than 
Keystone’s Christine Arnold and Deirdre 
Murphy.

The city will celebrate its 100th birthday 
in 2025, and in preparation, it created The 
Friends of Keystone Heights to promote the 
city’s historic, cultural and natural heritage 
for current and future generations.

One of the first big events will be the Her-
itage Commission’s Museum and Chautau-
qua Event in May. The Chautauqua Move-
ment was a significant period in the area’s 
growth. Artists, speakers and musicians from 
the Chautauqua circuit in New York stayed 
at the Keystone Inn because many busi-
nesses needed young women to wait tables. 
Soon, others from the New England area 
moved to the Lake Region as the inn became 
one of the most popular destinations in 

Florida until it burned down in 1954.
The Movement also had a religious com-

ponent that focused on art and literature. A 
large city sinkhole was once used as a 5,000-
seat theater for Chautauqua shows.

The Chautauqua Event also includes a 
pop-up museum because the Heritage Com-
mission doesn’t have a home for its artifacts.

“The city council said it can’t build a 
museum,” Arnold said. “We hope there are 
ways around that. When we do our pop-up 
museum, we hope to get enough signatures 
to take to the council to get some traction 
and persuade them.”

Arnold said the city’s historic pieces are 
scattered throughout the area.

“Right now, nobody knows we have the 
stuff,” she said. “I think what we have to do is 
show up and have a lot of things on display 
(at the Pavillion). Right now, things are 
stuffed in drawers, at the airport, in city hall, 
all over the place. We need to find a home 
for everything.”

The clubs had varied ways of financing 
their organizations. Some received tax 
dollars, some relied on sponsorships and 
donations, and Melrose volunteers paid to 
keep their doors open.

Murphy emphasized the need to utilize 
social media and target a younger audience.

“This was a good idea to get together and 
share ideas,” she said. “I think we all made 
good connections. Let’s make sure we do 
this at least once a year. I know other groups 
planned to be here, but they had something 
else going on. I think we can all help each 
other.”

Historic and Heritage groups from Keystone Heights, Waldo, Middleburg, Orange Park and Melrose 
met on Saturday, Nov. 2, to share ideas on increasing interest and  fundraising.

Keystone Hights Heritage Commission members Deirdre Murphy, left, and Christine Murphy hosted 
the meeting and were interested in ideas ahead of the city’s Centennial Celebration in 2025.

mailto:don@claytonoline.com
www.azaleacitybrewing.com
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0%
APR

GET AS LOW AS

NO PAYMENTS
TILL

FEBRUARY
2025!

FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS

SILVERADO
CREW CAB

Must  nance with GM Financial. On approved credit. See dealer for details. OOer ends 12/2/2024.

1166 Blanding Blvd. Orange Park
www.GordonChevy.com

Black Creek Restoration Project two months from being done
By Don Coble 
don@claytodayonline.com
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – After campaigning 
relentlessly for decades to rescue the aquifer 
recharge and replenish lakes Brooklyn and 
Geneva, the Save our Lakes Organization 
can only hurry up and wait for the final few 
pieces of the Black Creek Restoration Proj-
ect to be completed.

There are a few pieces for the filtration 
pieces that remain on back order and there’s 
about a quarter-of-a-mile of pipe to be fitted 
before they can flip the switch and start 
siphoning as much as 10 million gallons 
of water a day from the South Prong of the 
Black Creek and pushing it through 17 miles 
of piping to Alligator Creek, into a drain field 
and then to the lakes.

“As far as the pumps, the pump station, 
that’s all done,” said SOLO President Vivian 
Katz-James. “The filtration fields are ready. 
Some of the material that goes into the filtra-
tion field are running a little behind as far as 
delivery, which will probably push the flow 
back into the first of the year.”

After spending nearly 40 years trying to 
save the lakes, Katz-James said she can wait 
another two months.

The Save Our Lakes Organization the 
Keystone Heights Kiwanis hosted a Black 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHELLE COOK
From left, SOLO President Vivian Katz-James, County Commission Betsy Condon, former Florida 
Sen. Rob Bradley, former Keystone Heights City Manager and current Bradford County 
Manager Scott Kornegay and St. Johns River Water Management District Executive Director 
Michael A. Register were acknoweledged for their contributions toward the completion of the Black 
Creek Restoration Project.

Construction crews have stayed on schedule building a pump station and drain field at South Fork 
of Black Creek in Green Cove Springs and installing 17 miles of pipes that will siphon as much as 10 
million gallons, which would replenish lakes Brooklyn and Geneva in Keystone Heights. SEE LAKES, 9

mailto:don@claytodayonline.com
http://www.GordonChevy.com
www.gordonchevy.com
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their commitment.
“The journey started way before I got to 

be the City Manager in Keystone Heights,” 
Kornegay said. “Then right after I started, in 
2016 we put together the water summit. We 
all met there in City Hall in Keystone Heights 
and that was where this project was born.

“Sen. Bradley was the was the one that 
did that. He took the ball, and he went over 
to the Water Management District Office 
and sat down with the folks over there and 
said, ‘I need a project that’ll recharge the 
aquifer and fill up the lakes in Keystone 
Heights as a result.’ That’s what he did.”

Like others, Kornegay is eager to see the 
water flow into the drain field and then into 
the lakes.

“We can see the finish line,” he said. “It 
took a lot of relentless people, one relentless 
group (SOLO). And if it wasn’t for Vivian 

Katz-James, it probably wouldn’t have hap-
pened. She wouldn’t let it go.”

Katz-James was at Camp Immokalee for 
a celebration Friday, but the real party won’t 
start until the first drop passes from the 

Black Creek to Keystone Heights.
“This celebration has been a long time 

coming,” she said. “I can’t wait to say ‘Halle-
lujah’ when we get to the finish line.”

We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

Lakes
from page 8
Creek Restoration Project celebration last 
Friday, Oct. 25, at the YMCA Camp Immoka-
lee. Officials from Keystone Heights and 
Starke joined the St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District in recognizing the people 
who pulled the project together.

Former Florida Sen. Rob Bradley unified 
several organizations and approached the 
water management district and he and Flor-
ida Rep. Bobby Payne finally got the support 
necessary to push it across the finish line by 
focusing more on the aquifer recharge.

Scott Kornegay said the SOLO had cam-
paigned since the 1980s to save the lakes in 
Keystone Heights. The group attended every 
SJRWMD meeting and never relinquished 

http://www.azahealth.org
www.azahealth.org
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A smiling face helps open your phone and, at Capital City Bank, it helps 
open lasting relationships. We’re proud of our online banking and app, 
yet face-to-face is how we get to know you personally and match your 

financial needs with the best banking solutions. ccbg.com.

The best kind of
facial recognition

is face-to-face.

Nikita Narvab 
Client Experience Manager

or nada?

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND - In a world of scams 
and schemes, there is always a chance that 

your belongings are not what they may 
seem. 

With the growth of online marketplaces 
such as Amazon, Poshmark, The RealReal, 
Etsy and eBay, the ability to sell and pur-

Expert Erica Burks details how to tell if 
your designer handbags are real or fake

chase counterfeit products is rising.
Handbag expert and owner of Lux Up-

scale Resale Boutique Erica Burks said most 
of the time, victims aren’t even aware their 
items are not authentic, prompting a neces-
sary conversation on proper shopping.

“We work hard for our money,” she said. 
“It’s stripping of your dignity whenever 
you’ve found that you spent $500 on some-
thing that wasn’t real.”

Running one of multiple local consign-
ment shops prized for offering luxury 
brand handbags, such as Michael 
Kors, Chanel, and Louis Vuit-
ton, Burks’s mission is to 
ensure her customers 
get what they pay.

In a 

STAFF PHOTOS BY KYLA WOODARD
Burks takes pictures of specific parts of the bag to give the device a clear view of what it is looking 
at.

partnership with Entrupy, an AI-powered 
luxury authenticator, Burks said Lux is the 
only shop in the county to offer this proof of 
designer goods.

She takes the device, a simple iPod 
Touch, and selects the supposed brand type 
and style. 

Taking pictures of each section, from 
logos and date codes to the leather coating 
and zipper, allows the device to get a clear 

view of what it is looking at.
Hitting the submit 

button, Burks said it 
could take 
up to 30 
minutes for 
results. But, 
usually, she 
is quickly 
brought 

to a screen, 
deeming the purse 

authentic or inauthentic. 
Authentic results come with 

an official certificate. Burks 
said she provides the service to her 

customers, hoping to save them from 
fraudulent scams.

“That’s why I’d rather offer it to the com-
munity so they can come in and come to a 
source and know that it’s always going to be 
authentic,” Burks said. 

Even without the use of technology, 

SEE NADA, 11

mailto:kyla@claytodayonline.com
www.ccbg.com
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

Although similar print and color, one of 
these Louis Vuitton bags is not authentic. 
Can you tell which?

Burks said there are still other ways to tell off 
the bat if your handbag is genuine. 

Here are some additional tips and tricks 
she said are essential to look out for.

   
 Pay attention to detail

Most designer bags use leather instead 
of a coated canvas. Burks also warns against 
AAA quality replicas, which use cheaper 
leather and are sold at high prices. In the 
long run, luxury bags are also more likely to 
last longer due to the quality material used 
to create them. If your bag is falling apart or 
peeling easily, Burks said it’s probably not 
real. 

Also, many brands are only made in cer-
tain countries. Check the tag on your purses 
to see where your wallet was manufactured. 
It may not be legitimate.

Hidden codes 
 On Louis Vuitton purses, specifically, 

there is also an alphabetic code for the 
country in which the purse was made. 
Although Burks said older, authentic styles 
won’t have a code. Due to the influx of fake 
products, the company frequently changed 
the codes and even recently switched to 
using microchips instead, which she said is a 
vital sign. “If someone was to bring this to me 
and there was no date code, that’s a red flag 

Nada
from page 10

number one,” she said. “Ninety-nine percent 
chance it’s not an authentic piece.”

    Beware of outlet goods
Burks said that outlet bags tend to 

be of cheaper quality than those sold in 
boutiques. For Coach bags specifically, the 
inside tag on the purse will start with the 
letter F, indicating a “factory” product.

Although technically authentic, she said 
if you want better quality products, always 
ask for the “boutique” table in an outlet.

mailto:drshockley@hotmail.com
mailto:dtshockley@hotmail.com
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

$382,500

2 ACRES LAKE FRONT

$360,000 $335,000

GRANDIN LAKE

10 ACRES

1.23 ACRES

$332,000 $439,000 $349,500

4435 SE 8th Ave4435 SE 8th Ave
Keystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FL

  VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMESVIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

7635 Long Lake Road7635 Long Lake Road
Keystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FL

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

WATERFRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

 R E
A

L
T

Y

est. 1976

C B  I S A A C

POOL HOME

3051 SE SR 21 Unit #83051 SE SR 21 Unit #8
Melrose, FLMelrose, FL

4930 SE 10th Place4930 SE 10th Place
Keystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FL  

6723 SW 95th Street6723 SW 95th Street
Hampton, FLHampton, FL

4589 SE 3rd Place4589 SE 3rd Place
Keystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FL

164 Clearwater Lake Road164 Clearwater Lake Road
Hawthorne, FLHawthorne, FL

$539,000 $235,000

5215 NE 255th Drive5215 NE 255th Drive
Melrose, FLMelrose, FL

764 Lake Shore Terrace764 Lake Shore Terrace
Interlachen, FLInterlachen, FL

$239,000

CB Isaac RealtyCB Isaac Realty

“We Make it Happen”“We Make it Happen”

http://www.cbisaacrealty.com
www.cbisaacrealty.com
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WATERFRONT

$265,000

HISTORIC CHURCH SANCTUARY
2,612 SQ FT

$275,000

$186,000

2.68 ACRES

116 Gary Drive116 Gary Drive
Palatka, FLPalatka, FL

9 ACRES

SINGLE FAMILY

$599,000 $135,000

117 Pangola Ridge Court117 Pangola Ridge Court
Melrose, FLMelrose, FL

  VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMESVIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

2 ACRES 2.02 ACRES

 R E
A

L
T

Y

est. 1976

C B  I S A A C

39.3 ACRES

6863 Deersprings Road6863 Deersprings Road
Keystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FL

11306 SE 220th Terrace11306 SE 220th Terrace
Hawthorne, FLHawthorne, FL

428 Magnolia Drive428 Magnolia Drive
Macclenny, FLMacclenny, FL

000 NE US HWY 301000 NE US HWY 301
Hawthorne, FLHawthorne, FL

942 US HWY 90942 US HWY 90
Baldwin, FLBaldwin, FL

$236,900
$360,000

14245 Cole Street14245 Cole Street
Waldo, FLWaldo, FL

TBD NE 140th AveTBD NE 140th Ave
Waldo, FLWaldo, FL

$539,000

CB Isaac RealtyCB Isaac Realty

“We Make it Happen”“We Make it Happen”

$410,500

http://www.cbisaacrealty.com
www.cbisaacrealty.com
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D R I L L I N G  I N C .

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989
352.473.0534 

969 SE State Rd 100 • Keystone Heights, FL

State License #7112 & State License 7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
   & Maintenance 
• Water Testing 
• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

3 Generations of  
Well Drilling

Over 50 Years 
of Experience

Her driver took a towel and cleaned a 
dusty section of the rear quarter panel. He 
handed her a blue paint pen to complete an 
essential formality of the three-day event. 
She sighed, then signed the Jeep:

“Det. Terry Melancon”
“Baton Rouge Police Dept.”
“E.O.W. August 10, 2005”
“John 3:16      ”
Her finance was serving a warrant 19 

years ago when he and two fellow Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, officers were shot by the 
suspect. Melancon and the suspect were 
killed. The other officers were seriously in-
jured, but they eventually recovered.

Time has helped Harwell move past 

Krawl’n
from page 1

some of the pain but not the memories. 
Events like Krawl’n for the Fallen help be-
cause they are dedicated to helping survi-
vors of first responders, including K-9 dep-
uties, killed in the line of duty.

The nonprofit was started in 2015 
by Christine Johnson, whose brother-in-
law, Vermont State Police Sgt. Michael W. 
Johnson was killed in 2003 during a traffic 
stop by a suspect who was trying to drive 
around spike sticks that Johnson had just 
deployed.

The three-day event at the Florida 
International Rally Motorsports Park at 
Keystone Airport attracted hundreds of off-
road vehicles, campers, vendors, and trail 
and obstacle course riders.

“The trails are awesome,” Johnson 
said. “The FIRM does a great job with let-
ting everybody kind of do what they want to 
do out there, so it’s been fun.”

Johnson said two Florida hurricanes 
affected this year’s goal. Still, more than 
$50,000 was collected last weekend.

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

This off-road vehicle makes a run through the woods during Krawl’n for the Fallen.

Krawl’n for the Fallen Founder Christine 
Johnson. 

It was fun to take off-road vehicles through the miles of trails at the Keystone Airport’s Florida 
International Rally Motorsports Park.

“Our goal is to get everyone to under-
stand the survivors are our biggest, most 
important thing,” Johnson said.

Another popular program was a 
45-minute presentation by one of the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office’s K-9s. They demon-
strated how the dog recognized cocaine 
hidden in the fender of a deputy’s car.

Not only was this the first time Har-
well’d been to Krawl’n for the Fallen, but 
it was the first time she’d been in a Jeep.

Harwell said survivors also gained 
strength by sharing their stories.

“It’s amazing to know that our officers 
are still honored, forever remembered,” 
Harwell said. “Their sacrifice is not forgot-
ten. I met other survivors. We were shar-
ing stories. I’ve attended tons of events 
through the years, and this was my first 
time for the Krawl’n event, and it’s amaz-
ing.

Harwell said events like Krawl’n for the 
Fallen don’t ease the pain of losing her fi-
ancé, but it does help her cope.

“I wouldn’t trade that time with my 
fiancé for anything, no matter how much 
it hurts,” she said. “Events like this make 
me feel good, to know they’re still honored, 
still remembered.”

http://www.broncodrillinginc.com
www.broncodrilling.com
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2025 TAX YEAR  
PROPERTY TAX E XEMPTION APPLICATION SCHEDULE 

Of f ice of  the  Clay County Proper ty  Appra iser  
Tracy Scott  Drake,  CFA, CAE,  ASA, RES,  AAS  

Florida law provides for a number of ad valorem property tax exemptions, classifications and assessment  
reductions. Property owners must qualify as of January 1, 2025 and file a 2025 tax year application by the 
statutory deadline of March 1, 2025. For more information contact the Property Appraiser’s Office at (904) 
284-6305, ext. 1 or visit www.ccpao.com. Applications may be filed at the following locations: 

Main Office: Green Cove Springs 
Clay County Administration Building, 2nd Floor 

477 Houston Street 

Year Round 
Monday - Friday   
 8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Satellite Office: Orange Park 
Park Central Plaza (Inside the Clay County Tax Collector's Office 

1518 Park Avenue 

Year Round 
Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri.   8 AM  - 5 PM   

Closed on Wednesdays 
 

Satellite Location: Keystone Heights 
Keystone Village Square (Inside the Clay County Tax Collector’s Office) 

7380 State Road 100, Suite 10, (Located by Hitchcock’s) 
(If a holiday falls on a scheduled Tuesday, we will be available the following Tuesday) 

 

Tuesdays: December - February 
December 3, 10, 17, 31  
January 7, 14, 21, 28  

February 4 
 

First Tuesday of the Month:   
March 4, April 1, May 6, June 3,  

July 1, Aug 5, Sept 2, Oct 7, Nov 4 
 

8 AM - 4:30 PM (closed 1 PM - 2 PM) 

ORANGE PARK - Clay County Property Ap-
praiser Tracy Scott Drake announced to 
the citizens of Clay County that the stat-
utory deadline to apply for property tax 
exemptions is March 1.

Homestead exemption applicants must 
have legal or equitable title to the property 
as of Jan.  1. Applicants must also provide 
at least two documents to establish proof 
of permanent residency (i.e., updated driv-
er’s license or identification card, voter 
registration card, vehicle registration, util-
ity bill, etc.); all applicants’ social security 
number (including spouses) is required. 

Applicants not U.S. citizens must provide 
a copy of their permanent resident (green) 
card. Applicants without permanent resi-
dence status should contact our office for 
eligibility details. Manufactured (mobile) 
homeowners should also bring the title(s) 
or registration(s) to the home.

Applications may be filed at our main 
office in Green Cove Springs (located on the 
2nd floor of the Administration Building), 
at our Orange Park branch office located at 
1518 Park Avenue (Park Central Plaza), or 
at the Tax Collector’s branch office located 
at 7380 State Road 100, Keystone Heights 

(visit our website for a detailed schedule), 
or by email to exemptionsonline@ccpao.
com. Before emailing an application, vis-
it the office website at www.ccpao.com or 
contact the office for the list of supporting 
documentation required to complete the 
application, as incomplete applications 
will be subject to denial. Appointments are 
not needed or necessary.

Once the initial application has been 
filed, granted exemptions will be displayed 
on the office’s website (property search 
function). Additionally, granted homestead 
exemptions will be automatically renewed 

each January, and a renewal notice will be 
mailed. It is the property owners’ respon-
sibility to notify the Property Appraiser if 
eligibility for exemptions has changed.

Florida law provides for a number of ad 
valorem property tax exemptions, agricul-
tural classifications, and assessment re-
ductions that will reduce the taxable value 
of property. The property owner must qual-
ify as of January 1 of the current assess-
ment year. For more information, please 
visit www.ccpao.com or contact our office 
at (904) 284-6305, ext. 1, to speak with an 
Exemptions Specialist.

Deadline for property tax exemptions is March 1

http://www.ccpao.com
http://www.ccpao.com
http://www.ccpao.com
www.ccpao.com
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majority of her days baking cakes, cookies 
and other sweet treats, but her business has 
grown to the point that it’s now harder for 
her to handle.

“I’m only able to have one stove here,” 
Rowan said. “So, my baking shifts...go up 
to 24 hours … there are weeks that I make 
over 2,000 cookies, not including cakes or 

anything else. So, [with] one oven, that’s how 
long it takes.” 

Since hearing about the new kitchen, 
Rowan said it may just solve her problem.

“If I could have an actual place where it’s 
a little bit more organized, easier to get to 

WATER WELL CONTRACTING

PARTNERS WITH CAPITAL CITY BANK
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NORTH FLORIDA NORTH FLORIDA 
WELL DRILLINGWELL DRILLING

& PUMP  SERVICE LLC& PUMP  SERVICE LLC

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local  
Water Experts

Come by The Office For A Water 
Quality Analysis And A Free 

Treatment Estimate

105 Commercial Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-3204

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

The Collective Kitchen
Local space provides new opportunity for aspiring food entrepreneurs

By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Whether you’re 
an aspiring entrepreneur or already oper-
ating your thriving franchise, it remains the 
same: running a business is not easy.

Zach and Ashley Elkins know this first-
hand. The duo owns Lean Impact Nutrition, 
a local meal-prepping company that delivers 
fresh food options to doorsteps every Sun-
day.

Building their business from scratch in 
2017 began at their home, where they pre-
pared simple meals for friends. But, as with 
many other business owners, Zach said the 
two decided they wanted to go further.

With more clients, they grew to use local 
commissaries.

Before finding a place to call their own, 
the two said they dealt with expensive 
building costs, shared kitchen scheduling 
conflicts and the mistakes of trying to start a 
business.

That’s why they want to make it easier for 
others. Recently, the two opened their space 
into the county’s first turnkey kitchen. 

With the help of The Collective Kitchen, 
local food entrepreneurs can now rent a 

state-of-the-art space whenever they need it. 
With 24/7 access, they said this opportunity 
allows entrepreneurs to grow their business-
es without the high cost of maintaining a 
private kitchen.

“They have access to all of the equip-
ment. Prep tables, cutting boards, knives, 
cooking equipment, everything,” Zach said. 
“So, you can just bring in your food and your 
labor and start your own food business right 
here.”

With Lean Impact Nutrition only pro-
ducing food on the weekends, their space, 
located on North Orange Avenue, remains 
empty throughout the week. So, they wanted 
to make use of it.

“We decided a better way to use this as 
a resource was to help other businesses as 
a platform for them to start their own food 
business,” Zach said. “And eventually grow, 
like we did, out of a commissary space into 
their own restaurant or food truck.”

Ashley said the space also works as a 
solution for those who don’t necessarily 
want to expand their business to those 
heights just yet. 

This is true for Paemisa Wentz, a new 
food entrepreneur who recently passed her 
State of Florida inspection. She said Misa’s 
Thai Street Cuisine will be ready to begin 
officially operating in the kitchen within a 
few weeks. 

Originally from Thailand, Wentz is put-
ting a unique spin on traditional Thai dishes. 
Because of this, she said starting small is the 
best option.

“The food I’m introducing is not the 
regular food you’d see at a Thai restaurant,” 
Wentz said. “So, it’s kind of scary. So, I want 
to start with a very safe approach; the cater-
ing approach is the safest one for me now.” 

Holly Rowan has been running her local 
baking business, Life’s a Batch, from her 
home for over three years. She spends the 

STAFF PHOTOS BY KYLA WOODARD
Zach and Ashley Elkins recently opened the county’s first turnkey kitchen.

Since 2017, the Elkins’ have been using the space for Lean Impact Nutrition, their meal 
prepping business. However, they recently decided to open the space to all aspiring food 
entrepreuners.

mailto:kyla@claytodayonline.com
tel:352-473-3204
www.clayelectric.com
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Paemisa Wentz, the owner of Misa’s 
Thai Street Cuisine, said she is 
excited to begin using the kitchen 

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLLY ROWAN

Holly Rowan, the owner of Life’s a Batch, 
said using the kitchen will give her 
insight on what it’s like to have a 
brick-and-mortar location.
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[and] more ovens, that would cut my baking 
shifts, I’m sure, in half, if not more,” she said. 

Rowan added that the idea of opening 
her own shop is nerve-wracking. She said 
the kitchen could also give her and others 
in the same boat an idea of what that would 

LakeAreaVets.com

HAWTHORNE 7410 SE US Hwy 301 352-481-4333
•Hawthorne: 8:30-5pm Tues.-Thurs.

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Like us on 
Facebook!

MELROSE: 8762 State Road 21 352-475-2326  
Hours: 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 8:00am - 2:00pm Saturday

• Digital X-ray
• Dental X-ray
•  Dental Cleanings  

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound 
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine Packages

• Microchipping
•  Avian and Exotic Care
•  Euthanasia and  

Hospice Services
• Boarding
• Endoscopy
•  Spay and Neuter Services
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

Full Service Hospital  
with Boarding 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAEMISA WENTZ
Paemisa Wentz, the owner of Misa’s 
Thai Street Cuisine, said she is excited 
to begin using the kitchen and further 
grow her new business.

Kitchen
from page 16

look like in the long term.
Zach said those selling any protein do have 
to be licensed, insured, and inspected by the 
state to use the kitchen, which he said they 
would help with.

The Elkins said they will also provide 
their entrepreneurs with other resources, 
including business development workshops 
and marketing assistance, for whatever they 
may need.

All in all, they said they want to see other 

small businesses get started and thrive.
“With us starting the same way, I think 

allowing them to grow their business is fas-
cinating. And we would love to see people 
outgrow this space and become a really big 
business,” Ashley said. “Or, just stay in this 
space and do what they love.” 

For pricing and more information, visit 
thecollectivekitchen.com or call (904) 602-
6001.

www.lakeareavets.com
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Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

J-G
  

 

Clay County Risk Manager Brian DiMaio 
said he hoped to get 20 installed on the first 
day.

“It was fantastic,” Saks said. “We were 
thrilled to be part of it. It’s not exactly aligned 
with our mission, which generally focuses 
on veteran and underserved community 
housing, but still, it’s supporting the entire 
community, which is always exciting for us. 
Whenever we have an opportunity, we will 
take that chance to help people out.”

Operation Lifeline is a veteran-led 
nonprofit based in Green Cove Springs 

AED
from page 6

Operation Lifelie Project Manager David Black, left, listens to Clay County Paramedicine Bureau 
Chief Jairo Mureauch and County Risk Manager Brian DeMaio before heading out to install AEDs 
and Narcan kits in the county.

that helps veterans find safe and accessible 
housing.

Team Rubicon, a veteran-led humanitar-
ian organization specializing in disaster re-
sponse, also assisted. One of the volunteers 
returned from being deployed in Southwest 
Florida a day earlier.

The AED has instructions to defibrillate 
somebody in cardiac arrest. According to 
the National Institutes of Health, if someone 
receives an electrical shock in the first min-
ute of a collapse, a person has a 90% chance 
of survival.

All AEDs are connected to PulsePoint, 
the county’s notification system.

Narcan is a nasal spray that can re-
verse the effects of an opioid overdose. It is 
harmless if applied to someone who’s not 
suffering from an opioid overdose.

Caeleb Dressel to appear at 
GCS’ Christmas on Walnut Dec. 7
For The Herald

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The city is 
thrilled to honor resident and Clay High 
graduate Caeleb Dressel when he makes a 
special appearance at this year’s Christmas 
on Walnut Street.

The celebration will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from noon to 9 p.m. and 
promises to be a festive and unforgettable 
day.

The highlight of the evening is the 
Green Cove Springs Christmas Parade, 
which starts at 6 p.m. and is organized by 
the Green Cove Springs Business League 
in partnership with the City of Green Cove 
Springs. This year’s theme, “A Vintage 
Christmas,” will light up downtown with 
more than 70 floats sparkling with lights as 
they make their way along a mile stretch of 
Orange Avenue/U.S. Highway 17.

As part of the parade, Dressel will be 
named “Hometown Hero” and ride on a 
specially decorated float, embodying the 
spirit of the season and the pride of our 
community.

Dressel graduated with seven national 
high school records. He went on to win 
nine Olympic gold medals, 10 overall, 
spanning the last three Summer Games.

Dressel’s appearance comes during the 
city’s yearlong 150th anniversary celebra-
tion.

The festivities at Spring Park will 
feature more than 50 craft booths and food 

trucks, along with free photos with Santa 
at the pool pavilion hosted by GCS Elks 
Lodge 1892. 

Spring Park and City Hall will shine 
with the festive glow of more than 250 
beautifully decorated Christmas Trees 
as part of its Parade of Trees program, 
highlighted by the magnificent 45-foot City 
tree, which will be lit up that evening.

“We are absolutely thrilled to an-
nounce that Caeleb Dressel will be joining 
us for this year’s Christmas on Walnut 
Street event,” City Manager Steve Kennedy 
said. “Celebrating his remarkable achieve-
ments and acknowledging his incredible 
positive impact on our community and the 
world is truly an honor. This year’s event 
promises to be unforgettable.”

Residents and visitors are encouraged 
to join in the festivities and celebrate the 
holiday season with the city.

tel:352-473-3176
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Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Florida DOE recognizes 11 
Clay schools for excellence
By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND—At Thursday’s school 
board meeting, 11 elementary, junior and 
high schools were selected as “schools of 
excellence.”

The prestigious honor is given to schools 
that score in the 80th state percentile for two 
of the last three years. 

Out of 4,230 schools in Florida, only 774 
schools have designated the title in 2024, 
with the award calling around 25% of Clay 
County schools home.

Discovery Oaks Elementary and Lake 
Asbury Elementary scored 13 and 17 points 
above the state average, respectively, in 
math proficiency, while Fleming Island 
Elementary scored 90%.

Keystone Heights Elementary’s math 
proficiency was 8% above the state average, 
while Thunderbolt’s was 84%.

Both Orange Park Elementary and R.M. 
Paterson Elementary ranked as Florida’s top 

elementary schools, with Paterson receiving 
number 10 and Orange Park number one. 
Shadowlawn Elementary’s third-grade ELA 
students ranked 88% proficiency, above the 
state’s 55% average. 

For the junior high schools, Green Cove 
Springs showed 88% proficiency in Civ-
ics. Lakeside Junior High Civics students 
achieved 23 points above the state average. 
Fleming Island High also graced the list with 
91% proficiency in Biology.

In other news, Thursday also marked 
Mary Bolla’s last meeting. The district two 
board member is set to retire her seat to the 
newly elected Robert Alvero.

In a tearful presentation, Bolla, superin-
tendent David Broskie and board members 
reflected on her time there.

“Thank you to all of you who are truly 
passionate about our children and their fu-
tures.” Bolla said, “I appreciate you all. Thank 
you so much.”

Alvero is set to be sworn in on Nov. 19.

District 2’s Mary Bolla says a heartfelt goodbye to school board

PHOTO COURTESY OF ONE CLAY

Eleven Clay County schools were designated “schools of excellence” by the FDOE at Thursday’s 
school board meeting.

District two board member Mary Bolla said a tearful goodbye at her last meeting. Bolla’s seat will be 
now be the newly-elected Robert Alvero.

mailto:kyla@claytodayonline.com
tel:904-964-7423
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Annual Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood Sweater Drive 
underway

CLAY COUNTY – WJCT Public Media is 
partnering with VyStar Credit Union, Sud-
dath, and Tom Bush Family of Dealerships 
to present the 22nd annual Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood Sweater Drive. Cold-weather 
clothing and items — such as new or gently 
used sweaters, jackets, socks and blankets — 
will be collected through Nov. 30. The items 
will be distributed at the Clara White Mis-
sion and City Rescue Mission on Monday, 
Dec. 9. 

Public media organizations across the 
United States have collected sweaters in 
honor of Fred Rogers, host of the popular 
PBS series “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” 
for two decades. Last year, WJCT Public 
Media’s drive collected and distributed more 
than 9,200 pounds of cold-weather necessi-
ties to Northeast Florida residents.

“The Mister Rogers Sweater Drive is a 
great example of WJCT Public Media’s ability 
to be a catalyst in making good things hap-
pen by working with partners, each bringing 
our unique strengths to enable the generos-
ity of this community to shine through,” said 
David McGowan, President/CEO of WJCT 
Public Media.

VyStar locations in Clay County are at:
• 1755 Eagle Harbor Pkwy
Fleming Island
• 601 N. Orange Ave.
Green Cove Springs
• 1768 Blanding Blvd.
Middleburg
• 2762 Blanding Blvd. • 182 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park
• 180 Arora Blvd



904-276-2776 • WWW.LANOPALERAKINGSLEY.COM • 2024 KINGSLEY AVE. • ORANGE PARK

MARGARITA MONDAYS $4 DOLLAR SPECIAL
SERVING LOCAL
MEXICAN FOOD 

SINCE 1991

Florida Homes
Realty & Mortgage

Todd 904.588.2083 • Debbie 316.648.0595

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

510 S. Lawrence Blvd., KSHKEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
SPORTS 
National flag football raids Clay County
By Randy Lefko 
randy@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – Football fans who didn’t 
get enough of Friday night lights got a sec-
ond dose of fast football on Saturday at the 
Clay County Regional Recreation Park when 
the United Flag Football League showcased 
their athletes with a day of 4 v 4 and 5 v 5 
clashes.

“When we challenged the NFL pros 
to play our UFFL guys, we had to entice 
them with a $10,000 challenge before they 
agreed,” said UFFL Director Norm McLean, 
a former coach at powerhouse Cocoa High 
in south Florida and a former NFL player 
himself. “Our guys (UFFL) are great flag 
football players and the NFL guys have their 
own skill sets that are not near what our 
guys can do. It’s a different game. We beat 
the NFL guys four times.”

For McLean, who ushered in the UFFL, 
teams from Jacksonville, Orlando, Citrus, 
and South Florida traveled to Clay County to 
compete.

“We got athletes out here that played or 
still play semi-pro, pro football, ex-Olym-
pians, and college football players,” said 
McLean, noting another tournament going 
on in Tempe, Arizona with a national cham-
pionship tournament coming to Kissimmee. 

“The national championships in January will 
have 450 teams at the Northeast Regional 
Park in Davenport.”

McLean commented that the draw to 
play flag football comes from the underlying 
instinct to still want to play football.

“I played in college, played some NFL, 
started playing flag football which led to STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Clay County athletes playing United Flag Football League now including, from left, Sean Jones, 
Oakleaf basketball; Chris D’Iaddorio, Oakleaf baseball and Ethan Kay, Clay football, all on the 
GOAT Watch football squad.SEE FLAG, 22

Two Clay County grad flag footballers; 
quarterback Ethan Kay (CHS) and Chris 
D’Iaddorio (OHS) set up for play while, below, 
former Oakleaf basketballer Sean Jones tosses 
pass for GOAT Watch team at UFFL event 
Saturday. 

mailto:randy@claytodayonline.com
tel:904-588-2083
www.lanopalerakingsley.com
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coaching, then refereeing and now this, 
being tournament director around the 
country since 2008 it has grown that big and 
very quickly,” said McLean, who was part of 
getting girls flag football in Florida. “Florida 
and Texas dominate as far as state talent. 
We have a USA men’s national team and are 

Flag
from page 21

Three members of the 2024 USA Mens’ National Team who competed in Clay County on Saturday 
were, from left, Norm McLean, UFFL director, Velton Brown, from Orlando; Laval Davis, from 
Sandalwood High School, and Jamie Kennedy, from Pompano Beach.

Left: Oakleaf High baseball grad Chris 
D’Iaddorio breaks for play that ended with 
GOAT Watch touchdown in UFFl action while, 
right, former Sandalwood track ace Laval Davis 
breaks for big play in colorful uniform.

working on making it an Olympic sport. The 
girls have an Olympic squad.”

Two national team players; Velton 
Brown, 28, from Lake Nona High Orlando, 
and Jamie Kennedy, 27, from Blanche Ely 
High in Pompano Beach, were two Flori-
da players who have played UFFL ball for 
nearly a decade.

“This is the place to be,” said Brown. “We 
love football and this is a much safer, faster 
game.”

The differences between the NFL game 
and the UFFL game come down to the pure 
athleticism on the field of the flag football 
athletes.

“You get a guy who plays flag football, 
he has to be fast on his feet, have great body 
control in close quarters and still have the 
ball skills of an NFL guy,” said Brown. “And 
you don’t get hit. It’s a much faster game.”

On the field, a few local athletes were 
competing including Ethan Kay, 30, foot-

ball at Clay High; Sean Jones, 28, Oakleaf 
basketball, and Chris D’Iaddorio, Oakleaf 
baseball, plus, from Sandalwood, track and 
football star, and now a Team USA member 
Laval Davis. “I’m the quarterback with Sean 
and Chris catching passes,” said Kay, who 
got himself, Jones and D’Iaddorio together 
in 2013. “It’s great exercise, outside in the 
sun, fellowship with athletes and some good 
traveling. We’ve been to Texas, Charlotte and 
Chicago, all over.”
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Classifieds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the first week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the first run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior to 
the first insertion cancellation must 
be made by classified deadline 
of Monday by noon. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State a local 

laws. We are not responsible for 
ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMER-
CIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week $23
2 week $24          2 week $40	
3 week $32          3 week $56
4 week $40          4 week $72

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column inch 
with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 

1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3” $160 for 4 weeks 

Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 

Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

Health & Fitness
Dental insurance from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free  Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Discover oxygen therapy that moves 
with you with Inogen Port-able Oxygen 
Concentrators. Free information kit. 
1-866-477-9045

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS! 
Open Enrollment for Medicare health 
plans is here! Call our licensed 
insurance agents for an affordable 
quote for your needed coverage. Make 
sure you aren’t overpaying! Call for a 
no obligation free quote now! 1-866-
714-6165

Home Services
Aging Roof? New Homeowner? 

Got Storm Damage? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup: A small 
amount of water can cause major 
damage to your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out wet areas & repair 
to protect your family & your home 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have 
zip code!

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages 

today with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as 
little as 1 day! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& military discounts available. 1-877-
543-9189

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited time! Fi-nancing 
available. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info 
package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 

$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) 
No contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-
0405

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off install + Additional 10% off install 
(military, health & 1st responders.) 
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a lim-ited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-844-
501-3208

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your as-sets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. Whether 
you’re home or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long term contracts! 
Free brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
& get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-
877-5833

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-
22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

Donate your 
Vehicle 

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
888-815-4341

Burial Plot for 
Sale

1 Plot at Jacksonville Memory                 
Gardens$2500.00 or Best Offer.

Please call 803-972-1911

We Buy ...

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-307-
5421

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call for a 
quote:  1-888-280-1115

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-855-315-1952

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7:  1-866-782-4060. Have zip 
code of service location ready when 
you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

Homes for Sale

American Log Homes DEVELOPER 
LIQUIDATION SALE! Log Home kits 
selling for Balance Owed. Up to 50% 
off. Design plans can be modified! 
No time limit on delivery. Call 1-888-
230-9599, M-F 9am–5pm ET.

Medical Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

http://www.dental50plus.com/
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Call or Text 
352-494-1829

First Time Home Buyers • Veterans • Investment Property • Residential • Commercial • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

OVER $17 Million  
SOLD in 2024

Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Welcome Home!

(352) 478-SOLD
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 

In All Seasons...

Give 
Thanks.
Welcome Home!

During this Thanksgiving Season,  

I’m especially grateful to everyone  

who allowed me to turn their dreams 

into an address. Thank you for  

another amazing year! 

~MeLissa
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