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Welcome to the first edition of “Clay Connections”

The Power of Small Businesses in Our Community

In the tapestry of community life, small businesses are 
the vibrant threads that bind us together. Beyond brick-
and-mortar storefronts, these enterprises are the pulse 
of our neighborhoods, fostering economic resilience 
and nurturing unique identities. Small businesses 
don't just create jobs; they create connections, 
becoming gathering places where neighbors share 
stories and build a sense of belonging. Their strength 
lies in adaptability, tailoring services to local needs 
and contributing to the cultural tapestry of the area. 
Choosing to support a local business is an investment in 
the community's prosperity, as dollars circulate within, 
creating a positive ripple effect. During challenging 
times, these businesses often stand resilient, anchoring 
the community and pulling through together. With 
philanthropy and community engagement, they go 
beyond commerce, actively contributing to the well-
being of their surroundings. Small businesses are not 
just storefronts; they're the heartbeat of a thriving, 
interconnected community.
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FLEMING ISLAND’S

PREMIERE
JEWELRY BOUTIQUE

Cose’ Belle’Cose’ Belle’
From Fashion To Fine

CUSTOM JEWELRY DESIGN
ON SITE JEWELRY REPAIR

ROLEX WATCHES
PLATINUM      GOLD      SILVER

DIAMONDS
ESTATE JEWELRY

COINS AND COLLECTIBLES
HIGH END DESIGNER

HANDBAGS
AND ACCESSORIES

Buy    Sell    Trade
1615 County Road 220

Suite 165
Fleming Island, Florida 32003

904-458-4044

COSEBELLE.JEWELERSHOWCASE.COM

                Follow us on social media

www.cosebelle.jewelershowcase.com
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BUSINESS Directory

READ ONLINE  CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

To subscribe, call 264-3200 
or email  the Publisher.
Farris@ClayTodayOnline.com

Stay 
Connected.
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CONNECT withClay County

1480 Park Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073

904-639-5769
Monday – Friday 7:30am-7:00pm

Saturday – 8:00am – 6:00pm
Sunday – 9:00am – 5:00pm

Family 
owned and 
operated 

since 1962

Duane Foster,  
Store Manager

Hagan Ace Hardware  
and Hagan Coastal Outfitters of Orange Park

www.haganace.com

HAGAN ACE HARDWARE Park Avenue......................... 5
HAGAN ACE HARDWARE Green Cove Springs............. 18
HOME VIDEO STUDIO............................................... 12
HOUSE OF DAZZLE.................................................... 14
IRIE DINER............................................................... 12
JACKSONVILLE MEMORY GARDEN............................ 13
KINGSLEY JEWELRY................................................. 13
MYSTIC TANNING..................................................... 13
ORANGE PARK FLORIST............................................ 14
PALAGIO SENIOR LIVING.......................................... 15
ROOFCRAFTERS....................................................... 20
SANTIONI'S.............................................................. 19
SHIPLEY'S FINE JEWELRY......................................... 19
SILVER NEEDLE & THREAD.......................................... 5
STAY WELL PHARMACY............................................ 20
STRYKER CUSTOM DESIGNS...................................... 16
THE NEST COWORKING............................................. 17
THE URBAN BEAN.................................................... 16
THRASHER-HORNE .................................................. 22

http://www.haganace.com
www.haganace.com
tel:904-395-1860


6 — 2024 CLAY CONNECTIONS

Pay it forward:
Local businesses can help each other

The power of small businesses is immense. However, starting a small business is no easy venture. The 
financial resource Fortunly states that roughly 22 percent of small businesses will fail in their first year of 
operation. Thirty percent fail because they run out of cash. One of the ways a small business can do better 
is to utilize the support of other local businesses.

Business owners often conduct market research to identify who their competition is and to determine if 
there is room in the market for their products or services. It’s just as important for established business 
owners to keep up with the who’s who in the business community, as doing so can pave the way for 
collaborative efforts that benefit all local businesses. Here are some ways small business owners can 
support one another.

• Offer reassurance: Simply knowing they are not alone can help a small business owner survive. 
Owning a business can be stressful, and having another person acknowledge that it’s alright to feel 
overwhelmed at times can be the spark owners need to press on.
• Share opportunities: A business owner who discovers a resource or an opportunity that worked for 
him or her, or even one that didn’t work but may for another, can pass on the information to another 
small business owner. It’s not about driving others down, but lifting them up.
• Cross-promotion: Business owners can show support by promoting other businesses in their 
communities. Make a bulletin board (either in-person or online) of other local business cards to 
recommend. This exhibits your community spirit and builds camaraderie. Use every opportunity to 
refer complementary businesses. For example, a local pet shop may recommend a pet groomer or 
veterinarian.
• Organize networking events: Whether it’s done through a local Chamber of Commerce or individual 
efforts, small business owners can spearhead events that get other business owners together to 
network and share ideas. These meetings can be informal to help others let off steam at the same time.
• Volunteer and donate: Small businesses can meet other business owners, but also become more 
involved in their communities through volunteer events. Partner with charities or other local 
businesses to promote philanthropic efforts. School supply giveaways, beach sweeps, community 
park refurbishments, or even supporting efforts to clean trash from Main Street are great ways to get 
involved.

Small business owners willing to work together can collectively improve their communities, which should 
benefit everyone’s bottom line.
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CONNECT with Clay County

1845 East West Parkway, Unit 17 • Fleming Island
904.456.1170 • WWW.4EVERYOUNGFLEMINGISLAND.COM

Hormone Replacement Therapy
Medical Grade Skincare • Microneedling with PRP

Supplements • Peptide Therapy
Botox • Dysport • Dermal Fillers
IV Vitamin Therapy • Hydrafacial

www.ccpao.com
www,4everyoungflemingisland.com
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CONNECT withClay County

AARON GROUP
Jerry W. Scally, CSA

Doctors Inlet 904-276-9088
Orange Park 904-276-8180

2569 CR 220, Suite 202 • Middleburg, FL 32068
aarongp@bellsouth.net

welcometotheartroom.com

SCAN ME

Family-Owned and Operated
Full-Service Barber Shop 

It’s not just a haircut!
It’s an experience... 

in a man-friendly 
atmosphere!

Book online @ choppershairgarage.com

(904) 375-8041  
1810 Town Center Blvd • Unit #12 

Fleming Island

(904) 801-3798
9680 Argyle Forest Blvd. • Unit #16  

Oakleaf Plantation

Including Shampoo  
& Neck Shave
NEW  CUSTOMERS - ID REQUIRED

mailto:aarongp@bellsouth.net
www.aarongp@bellsouth.net
www.welcometo theartroom.com
www.choppersgarage.com
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CONNECT with Clay County

ChooseClay.com
1845 Town Center Blvd., Suite 110B
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.375.9394

For All  Your Business Expansion Support Needs

BINGO FRIDAY KARAOKE SATURDAY

FAMILY FUNENVIRONMENT
FULL LIQUOR BAR

SMOKE FREE INDOOR

POOL LEAGUES
MONDAY & THURSDAY

GREAT FOOD

AROUND THE CORNER DINER

Making your Real Estate Dreams Come True!

Ask me
why EXIT?

904-945-4142
www.JeanneScholl.com

http://www.JeanneScholl.com
www.chooseclay.com
tel:904-284-1992
www.jeannescholl.com
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CONNECT withClay County

GQ Service Inc.
e Ladies Touch
DonnayQualls@gmail.com

Female
Owned &
OperatedCarpet / Upholstery / Tile & Grout Cleaning

Office: 904.360.9910  /  Cell: 904.505.1584

mailto:DonnayQualls@gmail.com
mailto:helanacormierhomes@gmail.com
tel:904-701-9726
mailto:donnayqualls@gmailcom
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CONNECT with Clay County

Hagan Ace Hardware of Blanding 
1022 Blanding Blvd.,

Orange Park, FL 32065
904-272-1414

Monday – Friday 7:30am-7:00pm
Saturday – 8:00am – 6:00pm
Sunday – 9:00am – 5:00pm

Family 
owned and 
operated 

since 1962

Mitch Turner,  
Store Manager

www.haganace.com

http://www.haganace.com
wwww.haganace.com
www.homesleycpa.com
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CONNECT with Clay County

Home  •  Auto  •  Boat  •  Motorcycle  •  Life

Felisha Foote, Agent
2640 Blanding Blvd., Suite 206 • Middleburg

904-406-6512
footeagency@allstate.com 

Insurance
Agent

F
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S
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N
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R

Come for the vibes stay for the flavorsCome for the vibes stay for the flavors  
1177 Park Ave ● 904-375-9467 ● iriediner.com

Mon-Thur 11AM - 8PM 
Fri, Sat 11AM - 9PM

mailto:footeagency@allstate.com
mailto:footeagnecy@allstate.com
www.homevideostudiogcs.com
www.iriediner.com
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CONNECT withClay County

111 Blanding Boulevard | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENSMEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important

for family to be together at a difficult time.

Visit us at www.JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com

Perfection is Our Obsession... 
KINGSLEY JEWELRYKINGSLEY JEWELRY

 668 Kingsley Ave. • Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 278-2480 • www.KingsleyJewelry.com 

Large Diamond Specialists • Gemstones • Gold • Estate Jewelry
Custom Work • Stone Setting • Pearl Stringing • Special Orders

Jewelry Cleaning • Fast Service • GIA Appraisals
Expert Jewelry Repair on Premises

http://www.JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
http://www.KingsleyJewelry.com
www.jacksonvillememorygardens.com
www.kingsleyjewelry.com
tel:904-942-1488
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CONNECT withClay County

Carol Berg
owner/designer

904.264.5120
1940 Park Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073

orangeparkflorist.comorangeparkflorist.com

Ann Miller & Kristine Hall
Office: 904-895-4050

ann.miller@brightway.com
kristine.hall@brightway.com

BrightwayAnnMiller.com
1855 Wells Rd., Suite 3B • Orange Park, FL 32073

Home • Auto • Flood • Commercial • Life

Clothing • Jewelry • Accessories
1233 Kingsley Ave.,  Orange Park • 904-516-7474 • shop.dazzlefashionstores.com

Shop :
Tues. – Fri.  
11am-6pm

Sat. 11am-4pm

mailto:ann.miller@brightway.com
mailto:kristine.hall@brightway.com
www.orangeparkflorist.com
www.brightwayannmiller.com
www.shop.dazzlefashionsores.com
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CONNECT withClay County

 1525 Kingsley Ave | Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 955-9488 | www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com

 
ALF License # 13475       MarketingDirector@palagioseniorliving.com 

Scan this code with your Smartphone to visit
careersourcenortheastflorida.com for more information.

Your job is 
our next job!
• SKILLS ASSESSMENTS
• CAREER PATHING
• JOB LEADS
• TRAINING
• HIRING EVENTS

JOB SEEKERS

EMPLOYERS

How can
we help?
• JOB FAIRS
• RECRUITMENTS
• APPRENTICESHIPS
• CUSTOMIZED TRAINING
• JOB POSTINGS

CareerSource NEFL is an equal opportunity employer/agency. Auxiliary aids and 
accommodations for people with disabilities are provided. FRS users dial 711. For 
program funding details in compliance with the Stevens Amendment, please visit 
https://careersourcenortheastflorida.com

904-356-JOBS (5627)
CAREERSOURCENEFL.COM

mailto:MarketingDirector@palagioseniorliving.com
http://www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com
https://careersourcenortheastflorida.com
www.careersourcenefl.com
www.palagioseniorliving.com
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CONNECT withClay County

2023 Park Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073 • (904) 541-4938

Great Coffee,  Tea,  and Food  
with Great Fr iends

Gathering
Place

YOUR

tel:904-541-4938
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NETWORKINGLingo
• 	 If your not networking, you're not working

• 	 The way of the world is meeting people through  
	 other people

• 	 Networking is the investment in your business

• 	 Your network is your net worth

• 	 The Clay Today advertising is to bring attention to the 
	 public of your special business products and/or services

tel:904-385-0093
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CONNECT withClay County

1248 Kingsley Ave. • Orange Park • 904.264.0207

Assisted Living and Memory Care

Hagan Ace Hardware  
of Green Cove Springs

1305 North Orange Ave., Suite #110 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

904-284-9931
Monday – Friday 7:30am-7:00pm

Saturday – 8:00am – 6:00pm
Sunday – 9:00am – 5:00pm

Family 
owned and 
operated 

since 1962

Joan Saunders,
Store Manager

www.haganace.com

http://www.haganace.com
www.haganace.com
tel:904-264-0207
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CONNECT withClay County

Call to Reserve our Banquet Room (Seats up to 50 Guests)
Meetings • Birthday Parties • Rehearsal Dinners • Holiday Parties

3535-15 Highway 17 • Fleming Island • 264-1331 • santionis.com

FULL BAR • CATERING • BANQUET ROOM • OPEN 4-10PM TUE-SAT • 4-9PM SUN

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019-2023

Custom Jewelry and Design
Jewelry and Watch Repair

Fine Jewelry and Gifts
Jewelry Appraisals

1960 East-West Parkway
Suite 101 

 Fleming Island
(904) 215-2155

shipleysfinejewelry.net

Shipleys Fine Jewelry
Fleming Islands Premier Jewelry Store

www.shipleysfinejewelry.net
www.santionis.com
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CONNECT with Clay County

NO COST INSPECTIONSNO COST INSPECTIONS

Scan Here to Schedule
an Inspection with Me

904-577-9045
Dtoth@roof-crafters.com • SERVICING CLAY COUNTY

License #: CCC1331026 • Financing Available

Uma Naidu, M.S., R.Ph. 
Pharmacy Manager

We care for  
your health!

SINCE 2013

• Guaranteed Low Price
• Fast & Friendly Services
• Prescriptions ready in minutes
• Assist Seniors to monitor blood pressure
• We welcome Winn-Dixie Customers
• We deliver prescriptions *Conditions Apply

We Accept All Major Insurances

2747 Blanding Blvd., Middleburg
Across from Vystar

Ph. (904)214-3747 | Fax (904)406-9472
Mon-Fri: 9-5; Sat 10-1; Closed Sunday

Email staywellrx@gmail.com
/staywell pharmacy

mailto:staywellrx@gmail.com
mailto:Dtoth@roof-crafters.com
mailto:staywell@gamil.com
mailto:dtoth@roof-crafters.com
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THE 3 P's
• Purpose

• People

• Process
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CONNECT withClay County

Live beautifully. 
BELLA BY BECKY
Seasonal and Event Decorating

• Custom designs for your home or office
• Special events and Holiday decor
• Design your vision and make your  

home or business Bella!

View my designs in person at Vintage 1 on Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, Across from Ace Hardware

Rebecca Barfield, (904) 504-0455
Rebecca.Barfield@gmail.com

mailto:Rebecca.Barfield@gmail.com
www.thcenter.org
mailto:rebecca.barfield@gmail.com
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tel:904-717-1176
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CONNECT withClay County

www.info@artforeyesoptical.com
www.hairbylee.com
www.firstflorida.org
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CONNECT withClay County

BILLY FAULK- MANAGER
904-375-1681 

1619 CR 220 FLEMING ISLAND 32003
WWW.BLACKRIFLECOFFEE.COM

www.blackriflecofee.com
www.wildlifepro-tection
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CLAY TODAY MEDIA
THE POWER OF PRINT AND DIGITAL MARKETING

This Week ...Ludlum reaches for the stars – PAGE 6Soles for Tots shoe drive – PAGE 10The FIRM– PAGE 11
COVID, transparency and vaccines for teachers  – PAGE 17CLAY ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE – INSERT
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COVID-19INFORMATION

WWW.CDC.GOV

COVID-19 CALL CENTER 1-866-779-6121  COIVD-19@� health.govCOVID-19 VACCINE INFORMATION 1-866-779-6121UPDATES ABOUT VACCINE &DISTRIBUTION FROM GOV. DESANTIS TEXT: FLCOVID19 to 888777
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Crime | 18-19
Sports | 25-32

Puzzle | 31
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INDEX

904-272-2200 WWW.GORDONCHEVY.COM

NO
BULL

MeLissa Pellerito 352-494-1829 (call or text)mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com

Proven reputation of Honest, Trustworthy and Professional service.

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfl a.com 

ORANGE PARK – Saturday’s Superhero Run featured people dressed in the cos-tumes of many comic book heroes, but the main idea was to support the � rst respond-ers and front-line personnel of the area, such as doctors, nurses, teachers, police, � re� ghters and veterans.First Place Sports held a 5K/8K run, with proceeds going towards Grace Epis-copal Day School. The race featured a one-mile fun run, followed by a � ve- and eight-kilometer runs along the River Road 

and the St. John’s River.“The proceeds of this run help to sup-port our � nancial aid program,” said Mop-py McGee, director of admissions at Grace. Hundreds of participants showed up to the event, looking for fresh air, exercise and camaraderie. 
“I get emails from First Place sports,” said Anthony Dixon, a Jacksonville resi-dent. “This is my second event at this loca-tion. I ran the one last week. I run more than one of these. I run these probably 

Superheroes run to benefi t Grace Episcopal Day School

ent, looking for fresh air, exercise and camaraderie. “I get emails from First Place sports,” said 

Anthony Dixo ent, looking for fresh air, exercise and camaraderie. “I get emails from First Place 

SEE SUPERHEROES, 16

State 
champion
Briley brings home the gold

Oakleaf High junior weightlifter Tamira Briley shows o�  some bling, a 110-pound Class 3A gold medal, after dominating the FHSAA state championship meet Saturday afternoon at St. Cloud High School. Briley set a bench press state meet record of 175 pounds in the bench press in winning her � rst state title. 
– See page 25 for story. 

Fat Tuesday at Mackeys 

ent, looking for fresh air, exercise and cama-raderie. “I get emails from First Place sports,” said Anthony Dixo

Soles for Tots shoe drive – PAGE 10

Ludlum reaches for the stars – PAGE 6
Ludlum reaches for the stars – PAGE 6

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2021
NOMINATIONS NOW OPENwww.claytodayonline.com

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfl a.com 

ORANGE PARK – Saturday’s Superhero Run featured people dressed in the cos-tumes of many comic book heroes, but the main idea was to support the � rst respond-ers and front-line personnel of the area, such as doctors, nurses, teachers, police, � re� ghters and veterans.First Place Sports held a 5K/8K run, with proceeds going towards Grace Epis-copal Day School. The race featured a one-mile fun run, followed by a � ve- and 

1166 Blanding Blvd. • Orange Park 904-272-2200www.GordonChevy.com

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR  AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIANS

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
$59.95 WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 5W30 SYNTHETIC OILEXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 QUARTS OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. 

INCLUDES ACDELCO DEXOS 1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER VEHICLES. SEE 
DEALER FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES AND DETAILS. NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 2/27/21.

T H E  C H E C K  VA L U E  W I L L B E  B A S E D  O N  T H E  F I N A L I N V O I C E  A M O U N T  F O R PA R T S  A N D  L A B O R .  T H I S O F FE R  I S  N O T  VA L I D  F O R U S E  W I T H  D E D U C T I B L E S O R  B O D Y  S H O P  W O R K .

$100OFFUP TO

ANY SERVICE WORKIF YOUR BILL IS ........................  YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 ........................................ $5.00
$101 TO $200 ................................... $10.00
$201 TO $300 ................................... $20.00
$301 TO $400 ................................... $30.00
$401 TO $500 ................................... $40.00
$501 TO $700 ................................... $50.00
$701 TO $900 ................................... $75.00
$901 + ................................................$100.00

ALIGNMENT CHECK

FREE INSPECT FRONT SUSPENSION, STEERING LINKAGE, SHOCKS AND STRUTS.OFFER GOOD THROUGH 2/27/21 MOST VEHICLES, MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIALS. MUST PRESENT 

COUPON WHEN ORDER IS WRITTEN. PLUS TAX & SUPPLIES.

Mike was raised in Florida’s West Palm Beach.  With over 32 years in the automotive industry, he loves the challenge to work on new and older model cars and trucks. Easy to get along with and you might think he’s a member of ZZ Top with the beard, but Mike knows the latest information when it comes to new trends and technology in auto repair. Mike lives in Middleburg and loves spending time with his daughter when he’s not working!

1166 Blanding Blvd. • Orange Park 

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR  

MEEEETT
MIKE WESTBROOKGORDON SERVICE TECHNICIANMike was raised in Florida’s West Palm Beach.  With over 32 years in the automotive industry, he loves the challenge to work on new and older model cars and trucks. Easy to get along with and you might think he’s a member of ZZ Top with the beard, but Mike knows the latest information when it comes to new trends and technology in auto repair. Mike lives in Middleburg and loves spending time with his daughter when he’s not working!

Palm Beach.  With over 32 years in the automotive industry, he loves the challenge to work on new and older model cars and trucks. Easy to get along with and you might think he’s a member of ZZ Top with the beard, but Mike knows the latest information when it comes to new trends and technology in auto repair. Mike lives in Middleburg and loves spending time with his daughter when he’s not working!

MM
MIKE WESTBROOKGORDON SERVICE TECHNICIAN

A Clay Today Publication         3513 Hwy. 17, Fleming Island, Fla. 32003  (904) 264-3200                                   VOL. XXI  No. 8    Wednesday,  February 17, 2021

MeLissa Pellerito 352-494-1829 (call or text)
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com

Proven reputation of Honest, Trustworthy and Professional service.

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

Lakeside Elementary puts its heart behind fundraising project

Lakeside Elementary has raised more than $18,000 this year for its annual American Heart Association fundraising drive. Students earn prizes 

like special AHA capes, chances to slime their principal and more for raising money for the drive. 

By Wesley LeBlancwesley@opcfl a.com

ORANGE PARK – Lakeside Elementary put their money – and hearts – into the Ameri-can Heart Association in honor of two of its popular � gures.
Brayden Riddle is a third-grade stu-dent who’s undergone multiple open-heart surgeries. Jacob Reed’s grandfather, col-lectively referred to as “Pops” by the en-tire school, recently had a heart attack. The school, which has fewer than 800 stu-dents, worked together to help the two by raising money for the AHA.“We’ve been doing this for as long as I’ve been here, which is 35 years, and this year, we’ve raised more money than ever before,” physical education teacher Kim Tracanna-Breault said. “I’m not sur-prised though because this is a very giving student body. It’s a giant family and when we’re committed to something, we’re all committed.”

Principal Dawn Wolfe mentioned the district’s seven mindsets, which is a part of the district’s social-emotional learning culture push, and how last month’s motto was “Live to Give” and that this month’s is “Making a Difference.” Be it irony or coincidence, those are two statements the school has certainly taken to heart this 

year.
The school is of� cially done with its fundraising after a strong six weeks and its grand total collected was $18,417.92, which is the most in school history and currently � rst place in the district. Tracan-

na-Breault said other schools will probably top them – she mentioned Oakleaf, whose schools have populations reaching more than 1,000 – but she’d be happy to see Lakeside � nish second or third.“It’s really not about the placement or 

winning though,” Tracanna-Breault said. “I want those titles for our kids here, but at the end of the day, it’s about raising this money in the name of being good and doing 

SEE HEART, 14
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920 Tree Stand Ct: New Pool, Home Country Living on almost an acre
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The Clay County School District’s graduation rate for the most recent school year is the highest 

rate in district history. 

District must address rapid growth rate Reports show record graduation rate for 2019-20
By Wesley LeBlancwesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – The district’s schools are bursting at the seams and the stress will only continue to grow if the county doesn’t soon address the thousands of people who move to the county every month.

That was the message Clay County School District coordinator of plan-ning and intergovernmental relations, James Fossa, stressed during the first school board meeting of the year on Jan. 7. The district will need to make moves this year in order to meet the 

SEE GROWTH, 6

FDLE lays out its evidence against former Sheriff Daniels
Agency also reports he pressured CCSO officers to making campaign donations

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – The State Attor-ney’s Office revealed last week the Florida Department of Law Enforce-ment currently has 67 witness who’ve been interviewed in the case against former Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels related to an extramarital af-fair, subsequent coverup and pressur-ing CCSO officials to make campaign contributions.
Daniels was arrested on Aug. 13 on one count of destroying or tam-pering evidence and making three false claims to law enforcement about his girlfriend. His legal team demand-ed the state turn over all investigative reports related to his arrest and the long-standing extra marital affair he had with a former subordinate when 

he worked with the Jacksonville Sher-iff’s Office.
The state’s discovery exhibit was filed on Jan. 6 with the Clay County Circuit Clerk of Courts, and it con-tained details of the affair, Daniels attempts to cover up some of his ex-changes with the girlfriend and other agency officials and his demands for campaign contributions from fellow officers.

The report detailed what it be-lieves was a desperate attempt to hide personal information relating to the affair with Cierra Smith. The affair became public on May 6 when Daniels called CCSO and demanded Smith be arrested for stalking him. FDLE and Smith contend Smith had a prearranged meeting set up by another deputy at 370 Oakleaf Planta-

tion Parkway with Daniels to return some CDs.
Daniels sought an injunction against Smith earlier in the day for following and harassing him, but the Fourth Judicial Circuit of the State Attorney’s Office in Jacksonville re-fused, saying he lacked significant ev-idence, according to the FDLE. CCSO conducted a traffic stop on Smith and Daniels demanded her to be arrested. She was taken to the Clay County Jail, but was quickly released without charges.

The FDLE then was called in to investigate the charges, as well as an anonymous letter to the FDLE Daniels threatened his deputies about work-ing against him.

SEE DANIELS, 15
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By Bruce Hope
bruce@opc� a.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Pickleball, a sport that combines parts of badmin-ton, ping-pong, and tennis, is one of the fastest-growing sports in terms of popularity and engagement in the United States. With more people playing, more courts are needed. Keystone Heights heard the call, and Tuesday morning, Feb. 2, cut the ribbon on a new court in 
Sunrise Park.

Keystone Heights Mayor Karen Lake and other city council members, as well as some local citizens, were on hand for the grand opening. � ey braved the chilly 40-degree temperatures for the ribbon cutting and to test out the new court, which will undoubtedly attract plenty of local players once warmer weather returns.
“� ere was a request when I was appointed mayor, almost two-and-a-half years ago,” said Keystone Heights Mayor Karen Lake. “People wanted a pickleball court. So, we’ve invited some of those people who’ve made that request back here so they can see it and start using it.”

Pickleball court opens at Sunrise Park

Keystone Heights Mayor Karen Lake cuts the ribbon to open the new pickleball court in 

Sunrise Park with other members of the city council.

fastest-growing sports in terms of popularity and engagement in the United States. With more people playing, more courts are needed. Keystone Heights heard the call, and Tuesday morning, Feb. 2, cut the ribbon on a new court in 
Sunrise Park.

Mayor Karen Lake and other city council members, as well as some local citizens, were on hand for the grand opening. � ey braved the chilly 40-degree temperatures for the ribbon cutting and to test out the new court, which will undoubtedly attract 

Lake said that the court had been on the budget for a while but had taken some time to move up in priority. Once it was funded, the job went quickly, only taking one day to be completed.

“It was not an expensive project, which is one of the reasons we were able to get it done so quickly once we made a decision to include it in the budget,” Lake said.

Genesis Helmets � nishes second in NFL safety competition

From Keystone Heights to prime time: 

By Don Coble
don@opc� a.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Although Joe Condon and Dr. Mark Horstemeyer were selected from hundreds of applicants to make a pitch to the NFL for their revolutionary football helmet, their appearance on the NFL Network Tuesday night, Feb. 2, wasn’t the conclusion of a lot of collabo-ration and work.
It’s just the beginning.� e two � nished second in the “1st and 

Joe Condon shows off his Genesis Helmet to a 
panel of NFL safety experts during Tuesday night’s 
“1st and Future” on the NFL Network.

SEE HELMET, 13

People frequently ask us for the latest newspaper industry statistics highlighting readership information and 
newspaper advertising trends and we are always eager to share the good news. Newspaper industry trends indicate 
that newspaper readership is robust, and newspaper advertising statistics continue to show that newspapers reach the 
educated and affluent audience that advertisers want to reach. Clay Today, focusing on local news content is among 
strong local newspapers that shows these trends.

| Newspaper Readership is Impressive! |
The most recent newspaper industry trends confirm that newspapers have a large and loyal base of readers.
 • More than 124 million U.S. adults, or more than 6 out of 10, read newspaper media each week
 • Fifty-eight percent of adults aged 18-34, and more than 6 in 10 adults aged 35+, read a newspaper
 • Seventy percent of households with income above $100K are newspaper readers
 • 63 million adults access newspaper content on their smartphone or tablet

| Newspaper Advertising Makes the Cash Register Ring |
Newspaper advertising trends indicate that newspapers are THE place to invest your advertising dollars! Newspapers 
and their integrated products reach an educated and affluent audience who are avid shoppers. Check out these 
newspaper advertising statistics.
 • Nine out of ten newspaper readers (91%) report that they take action after reading or looking at inserts
 • Eight in ten (79%) of newspaper readers took action as a result of reading a newspaper ad in the past 30 days
 • Seven in ten adults 18 and older cite the newspaper as their preferred source for coupons
 • 82% of all consumers use the print coupons they receive in the newspaper
 • Consumers find newspapers the best medium for bringing sales to their attention
 • Advertising in Newspapers Cause Readers to Act: The Top 10 Consumer Actions Taken
  1. Gather more information about the product or service
  2. Visit the advertiser’s website
  3. Have a more favorable opinion about the advertiser
  4. Save the ad for future reference
  5. Recommend the product or service to someone
  6. Pass along the ad to someone
  7. Ask someone about the product or service
  8. Consider purchasing the product or service
  9. Visit a store, dealer or other location
  10. Search online for the product or service
Sources: 12018 Release 2Nielsen Scarborough Report.  Copyright 2019 Scarborough Research.  All rights reserved. 2Coda/Triad Newspaper 
Insert Study, 3NAA How America Shops and Spends, 42K16 Valassis Coupon Intelligence Report, 5Triad Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service
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