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By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Vivian Katz-James 
said it’s hard for her to control her emo-
tions when she drives along State Road 
21 between Lakes Brooklyn, Geneva, and 
Middleburg.

“I’m always tempted to honk my horn 
when I go by,” she said.

As the president of the Save Our Lakes 
Organization, she’s impressed with the prog-
ress of the Black Creek Water Restoration 
Project and DBE Management LLC, which 
was awarded $41.3 million in September 
2022 to build a 17-mile pipeline along SR 
16 and 21 from Black Creek South Fork to 
Alligator Creek. Once as much as 10 million 
gallons of Black Creek reach Alligator Creek, 
it will be directed into Lake Brooklyn and 
eventually moved into Lake Geneva to re-
plenish the Upper Florida aquifer and Lower 
Sante Fe basin.

SOLO spent decades working with the 
Clay County Board of Commissioners, St. 
Johns River Water Management District, 
Clay County Utility Authority, Gainesville 

Save Our Lakes Organization is waiting for approval from the Department of Environmental Protection to remove the forest that grew in when the water 
left Lake Geneva. When the water returns, the forest will die and rot.

Work on Black Creek Restoration Project flowing smoothly

SEE PROJECT, 9
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PUZZLE FUN 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Native American people
  5. Very long periods of time (Brit.)
 10. Schoolboard accessory
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. Sculpted body part
 18. Chatter incessantly
 19. __ King Cole, musician
 20. Plates on a turtle’s shell
 22. University of Utah athlete
 23. The world of the dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. Former Yankee great Mattingly
 27. Prefix indicating wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark brown or black
 33. Restaurants have a lot of them
 35. Made a mistake
 37. Damp 
 38. Type of gasoline 
 40. Actor LeBlanc
 41. Perform in a play
 42. OneÕs mother
 44. Prohibit
 45. Swiss river
 48. Part of a banana
 50. Indian hand clash cymbals
 52. Relative biological effectiveness 

(abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Noted journalist Tarbell
 56. Computer firm
 57. Type of record
 58. Bacterium that can cause 
infection
 63. Sheaths enclosing the spinal 
cord
 65. A narrow opening (as in a rock 
wall)
 66. Pattern
 67. Very eager to see something
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Witch
  2. Utilize
  3. Writing utensil
  4. Places to perform
  5. Subsides
  6. Consume
  7. Athleisure clothing brand
  8. California town
  9. Atomic #50
 10. The Muse of lyric and love 
poetry
 11. Creates anew
 13. Humorous commentaries
 15. Cool!
 17. Most ignoble

 18. Soggy dirt
 21. Designed to be useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liquid capacity
 24. High schoolersÕ test
 27. One-time internet accessory
 29. City in India
 32. Furniture
 34. You have likely chatted with one
 35. Pass or go by
 36. Proof of purchase
 39. A digital tape recording of 
sound
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Disfigured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Building occupied by monks
 47. Georgia rock band
 49. Device that generates intense 
beam of light
 51. State of agitation
 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network
 60. Unit of work or energy
 61. Indigenous person of Thailand
 62. Liquefied natural gas
 64. Distance to top
 

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Puzzles sponsored by 

Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to determine the phrase.

osicppel

Answer:Popsicle
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Visit Bryan’s Ace for  
all your pool equipment,  
chemicals and supplies!

352-473-0352
800-255-6959

www.sweetpsflorist.com

Gifts Galore! TWO gift stores!

Bryan’s 

251 East Walker Dr.251 East Walker Dr.
352-473-4006352-473-4006

www.bryansace.comwww.bryansace.com   155 S. Lawrence Blvd.
(352) 473-8684

BCC approves funding 
for school resource officers
By Kyla Woodard
kyla@claytodayonline.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS- The Clay County 
School board will move forward with their 
decision to reutilize the Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office within its school system.

The Clay County Board of County Com-
missioners voted unanimously to imple-
ment its Interlocal Agreement with the Clay 
County School Board at Tuesday’s meeting. 

The agreement will allow for a budget of 
approximately $6.8 million dollars, for the 

2024 to 2025 fiscal year, to be allocated to 
the sheriff’s office to effectively transition 
and carry out their jobs within the school 
district. 

The total budget will go towards various 
purposes including salaries, retirement, 
benefits, training and education, uniforms 
and operating expenses. 

The approval comes following last year’s 
vote by the school board to utilize the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office in lieu of the Clay STAFF PHOTOS BY KYLA WOODARD

The Clay County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the funding for school 
resource officers.SEE SCHOOL, 7
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‘From the horse’s mouth’ 
(not keyboard warriors)

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Gary Park has 
neither the time nor the interest to quibble 
with the “keyboard 
warriors.” Besides, 
he’s too busy work-
ing to rebuild G’s 
Slow Smoked BBQ 
– and the futures of 
his former employ-
ees.

It’s not easy 
taking the high road 
when a handful of 
people on social 
media try to tear 
you down, especial-
ly when done out of 
hate or ignorance. But he knows the facts. 
So do his friends and former employees. 
And that’s good enough.

In addition to getting one restaurant 
ready for opening and wrapping up the 

planning stages for a second store, Park 
has also been involved in several charitable 
events to raise money to help his em-
ployees who were displaced by a fire that 
destroyed his restaurant on Jan. 9.

Some have twisted that noble gesture 
into a greedy money grab, claiming Park 
has used the money to help finance the 
remodeling of a former Pizza Hut in Starke 
into one of his barbecue restaurants. Others 
said he’s taking money from Clay County 
and moving it to Bradford.

Park simply shook his head and sighed.
“I didn’t ask anybody to do a fundrais-

er. I was very humbled and appreciative,” 
he said. “And the monies raised in Clay 
County, nothing goes over to any other 
county. It’s all stayed in Clay County. What 
they don’t realize is it went into a trans-
mission. I bought (a former employee) a 
transmission. Another of them was going to 
move to North Carolina. I gave her enough 
to stay here until I got open again to return 
to work. She’s one of my good workers. You 
know, so she’s struggling. They’re all strug-
gling. None of that money went into any of 
the restaurants. It’s for the employees. They 
still got bills to pay, so it’s for them.”

Park said he and his investors bought 

OF THE MONTH

Don Coble

WordWord
Word of the Week is a feature that 

aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practi-
cal application. Each week, our editorial 
staff presents a word, its definition and 
its use in a sentence.

Moxie: (MAHK-see) a noun mean-
ing courage and determination (aka 
nerve), energy and pep (aka verve), or 
know-how (as, say, reflected in one’s 
oeuvre).

“She clearly doesn’t need coffee to 
start her day full of moxie.”

OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about 
the county commission, the school board or your city council 
or commission, sit down and take a few moments to write us 

a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and 
write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to 
local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right 
to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your 

email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

SEE BBQ, 5

SEE SUMMER, 5

G’s Slow Smoked BBQ to make grand return in GCS

By StatePoint Media
For Clay Today

Summer is a great time to try new activities 
and get outdoors, but the season also brings 
unique risks, according to medical experts.

“Regardless of where you are in your 
fitness journey, the warm weather months 
offer opportunities to reevaluate your well-
ness goals for the remainder of the year. But 
as you and your family get active, it’s import-
ant to prepare. Understanding water safety 
and sun safety and recognizing the signs 
of heat-related conditions are all critical,” 
said Dr. Jesse M. Ehrenfeld, president of the 
American Medical Association.

To help you enjoy a safe and healthy 
summer, the AMA offers these tips:

•Be smart about sunscreen. When shop-
ping, look for a broad-spectrum sunscreen 
of at least SPF 30. Also, understand that no 
sunscreen is waterproof, and you’ll need to 
reapply it every couple of hours and after 
exposure to water or sweat.

•Make sure your family is up-to-date 
on their vaccines. Before summer travel 
or camp season, double-check everyone’s 
vaccine status. If you have questions, consult 
your physician and review trusted resources, 
including getvaccineanswers.org.

•Prioritize water safety. Ensure everyone 
in your family achieves water competency 
skills. Teach children to ask permission 
before going near water, have them and in-

The remodeling of the Pizza Hut in Starke 
continues. Gary Park hopes to soon have 
his former employees working at a new G’s 
Slow Smoked BBQ.

Tips to having a safe, 
healthy summer
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BBQ
from page 4

 Five years ago, 2019
• After raiding a trap house in Orange 

Park, sheriff deputies placed a sheet of ply-
wood over a window broken in the raid.  On 
the board was stenciled: “You Had Options” 
with a steaming cup of coffee, which has 
become the agency’s message in its war to 
rid the county of illegal drugs.

•Pockets of blue-green algae, also called 
cyanobacteria, were spotted and tested in 
multiple areas of Clay County’s large section 
of the river. The most common areas were 
Doctors Lake, Black Creek and under the 
Shands Bridge.

•A homeless man was arrested at Dental 
Plus on Blanding Boulevard after he climbed 
onto a six-foot-tall statue of Jesus and spray 
painted the face.

10 years ago, 2014
•Orange Park High turned to crowdfund-

ing website SkoolWerx.com to help raise the 
$85,000 needed to repair the Don Hall track.

•Clay County Sheriff deputies wrongly 
extradited a woman from Louisiana who 
happened to have the same name, Ashley 
Chiasson, as a suspect for grand theft and 
attempting to defraud a financial institution. 
Days after the confusion, the actual correct 
perpetrator was later arrested. 

•U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho (R-3), a veterinarian, 
volunteered at Clay County Animal Control.

20 years ago, 2004
•The Green Cove Springs Police Depart-

ment investigated a robbery at an Orange 
Avenue liquor store where the victim 
suffered a gunshot wound to the upper right 
chest and shoulder.

•Construction got underway on Seamark 
Ranch, a home for troubled children, just 
west of Penney Farms off State Road 16. 
The facility was built on 468 acres donated 
by landowners Hawley Smith and Chester 
Stokes

30 years ago, 1994
•The Clay County School Board wrestled 

with whether to vote outright to raise the 
property millage rate by a quarter mill – al-
lowable by state law at the time – or ask the 
Board of County Commissioners to place 
the measure on that fall’s ballot as a straw 
vote to gauge public support.

•Clay County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
retrieved the body of John Scholtz, 17, of 
Johnson, Fla., from Lake Geneva following a 
weekend incident. Police said the teen was 
on medication for a seizure disorder and 
may have had a seizure while swimming.

•The Clay County Drug Task Force arrest-
ed 57 people during an undercover sting op-
eration. Drugs seized in the raid ranged from 
marijuana to LSD. The youngest person 
arrested was 19, while the oldest was 63.

40 years ago, 1984
•Florida Agriculture Commissioner 

Doyle Conner visited sites in the Keystone 
Heights area to determine what type of dis-
ease killed hundreds of live oak trees.

•Attorney Alan Winter was sworn in as 
an assistant state attorney for the Fourth 

Judicial Circuit in which he would serve Clay 
County.

•Rep. Frank Williams (D-Starke) helped 
secure $175,000 in state funds that would be 
matched with county funds to build a new 
branch library to serve Middleburg.

50 years ago, 1974
•Appointed by Gov. Reuben Askew on 

May 20, 1971, to fill a seat on the Board of 
County Commissioners left open by the 
death of her husband, Otto J. Murrhee Sr., 
Kathleen Murrhee said she would not run 
for re-election.

•The Clay County Zoning Commission 
granted a special use zoning classification 
to the Clay County School Board to enable 
the board to construct what would become 
Orange Park Junior High on Gano Avenue.

•Officers from the Orange Park Police 
Department investigated the death of 
Patricia Raye Boyles, 16, whose bruised and 
battered body was discovered on railroad 
tracks near I-295 and Wells Road.

This Month in History

Summer
from page 4

will transform the restaurant scene in Green 
Cove Springs.

“We bought the four acres next to Saloon 
17,” he said. “We are going to build a G’s 
there, too.”

The new restaurant on U.S. Highway 17 
will be unlike any other.

“It’s a big project for Clay County,” he 
said. “It’s going to be two or three stories. 
The bottom two stories will be the barbecue, 
which will be 9,000 square feet. A nice cigar 

lounge will be up there if we do a third floor. 
We’ve already done the site plans. It’s moving 
along. It’s happening. We have partners, and 
it’s a $3-$4 million project.

“There, you heard it from the horse’s 
mouth.” And not on Facebook.

“You know, if you just asked me, I would 
have told you what’s going on,” Park said. 
Before the fire, Park said he wanted to open 
a second restaurant in Macclenny, but his 
bid on a building failed. Then came the fire.

“Everything kind of happened in reverse,” 
he said. “I wasn’t planning on going to Starke. 
The city owned the building. We made a bid 
and got it. It was unexpected for me. It may 
not be where I want to be right now, but I 
needed to get my employees back to work. 
That was really important to me.“The big 
project is Green Cove. There’s a lot of good 
things happening.”

No matter what the keyboard warriors 
write.

Pizza Hut from the City of Starke because he 
wanted a quicker way to get his employees 
back to work. He tried to find locations along 
Blanding Boulevard, but none were avail-
able. He’s expanding the Starke building and 
hopes to have it operational soon.

At the same time, he’s moving 
forward with a second restaurant that 

experienced swimmers or boaters wear U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved life jackets, and, at 
the beach, always swim in lifeguarded areas.

•Reduce your intake of processed foods 
and sugar-sweetened beverages, especially 
those with added sodium and sugar. 

Eat less red meat and processed meats, 
and add more plant-based foods to your 
diet, such as fresh fruits and vegetables, olive 
oil, nuts and seeds. 

Also, reduce your consumption of 
sugar-sweetened beverages and drink more 

water instead. Drinking sugary beverages, 
even 100% fruit juices, is associated with a 
higher all-cause mortality risk, according to 
a study published in JAMA Network Open.

•Take advantage of warmer weather and 
find ways to be physically active. Exercise 
is essential for your physical and men-
tal health. Adults should get at least 150 
minutes of moderate-intensity activity or 75 
minutes of vigorous-intensity activity each 
week.

•While exercise is important, it’s essential 
to be smart about it. If exercising outside, 
avoid the early afternoon (noon to 3 p.m.) 
when it’s hottest. 

Drink water before, during and after 

physical activity, and wear light-colored, 
lightweight, moisture-wicking clothing. Look 
for signs of heat exhaustion, including cool, 
moist, pale skin, heavy sweating, headache, 
nausea and dizziness. 

CDC’s Heat Risk Dashboard informs 
you on how best to protect yourself when 
temperatures impact your health.

• If consuming alcohol, do so in moder-
ation as defined by the U.S. Dietary Guide-
lines for Americans – up to one drink a day 
for women and two drinks a day for men, 
and only by adults of legal drinking age.

• Know your blood pressure numbers. 
Visit ManageYourBP.org to understand your 
numbers better and take the necessary steps 

to control high blood pressure, also known 
as hypertension. Doing so will reduce your 
risk of heart attack or stroke.

•. Check your community’s outdoor air 
quality using the Air Quality Index. Smoke 
from wildfires and degraded air quality can 
irritate your eyes, nose, throat and lungs. 
Children, pregnant people and those with 
certain chronic conditions must be consci-
entious.

“If you have questions or concerns about 
summer-related health issues, now is a great 
time to talk to your physician,” Dr. Ehrenfeld 
said.
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Keystone City Council increases payroll budget by $200,000
By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — The council voted 
4-0 to expand its payroll budget by 17% and 
grant a 5% raise for public works employees 
at a possible new meeting location at the 
Historic Keystone Pavilion on June 3.

For the 2022-2023 Budget Year, the city’s 
general fund income was $1,023,055. With 
about 43% going toward expenses and 41% 
for payroll, the city had $158,728 left over. 

During a workshop on May 21, Mayor 
Nina Rodenroth expressed an interest in set-
ting a target of a 60/40 split between payroll 
and expenses - 60% going to payroll and 40% 
going toward expenses. 

The council also voted unanimously- 
with Councilmember Dan Lewandowski 
absent - to increase payroll expenditures 
from $423,476 to $625,814, which increases 
payroll expenditures from 41% to 58% of the 
city’s income.

The city is now projected to have $17,783 
in income left over, with the city’s income 

expected to increase by 6% since 2023. The 
increased payroll clarifies five full-time posi-
tions and one part-time position in City Hall: 
public works director, executive assistant/
event coordinator, project manager, ceme-
tery manager, public works employee and 
front desk employee. 

Before the vote, Councilmember Chris-
tine Thompson amended the proposal to 
include a 5% raise for public works employ-
ees instead of 3%, which she said was an 
overdue cost-of-living adjustment. 

“When was the last time (public works 
employees) got a cost-of-living adjustment?” 
Thompson said.

“My feeling is 3% isn’t very much, espe-
cially since we don’t know when they had 
the last one,” she added. 

With the amended proposal passing 4-0,  
Rodenroth met her 60/40 goal.

“The decision is a positive investment for 
the city and its citizens,” Rodenroth said. 

“We are still in good shape by increasing 
our staffing and will continue to have money 
left. Without proper staffing, the city hosts 

limited events and projects are extended 
indefinitely due to lack of staffing. Expand-
ing our resources is a good decision for the 
community,” Rodenroth said.

The council is consdidering to continue 
to meet at the pavilion since it has more 
room and a picturesque view of Lake Gene-
va as a backdrop.

STAFF PHOTO BY JACK RANDALL
The new location offers more space than City Hall and a sweeping, picturesque vista of Lake 
Geneva as a backdrop.

Grieving mother astonished to learn about success of Community Paramedicine programs

Tatyana S. McCall broke her silence during 
the monthly Clay County SafetyNet Alliance 
meeting last week when experts warned of the 
dangers of opioid stigma. The mother of Ray 
Lewis III originally wanted to work with other 
nonprofits in the county, but she suddenly 
felt compelled to share the story of Hall of 
Fame linebacker Ray Lewis and her son, who 
died nearly a year ago of an accidental drug 
overdose.

Ray Lewis III

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
The Community Paramedicine Program network includes, from left, Gabriel Gunn, Director of 
Community and Social Services with the Board of County Commissioners; Irene Toto, CEO of Clay 
Behavioral Health Center; Stephanie Geoghagan, Project Coordinator with Clay Action Coalition; 
Glenn East, Clay Behavioral Opioid Response Coordinator; and Lisa Rogers, Naloxone Coordinator 
with Community Paramedicine.

Groups dedicated to breakingGroups dedicated to breaking
through the stigma, addiction of opioidsthrough the stigma, addiction of opioids

 By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – The longer Tatyana McCall 
listened to the opioid addiction programs 
offered and successfully delivered in Clay 
County, the more difficult it was for her to sit 
quietly.

There was too much pain, too much 
angst pent inside a mother’s soul to not say 
something. Her words were more profound 
than anything printed on a pamphlet.

“I’m taking off my chapter president, my 
service organization hat and putting on my 

SEE NARCAN, 10
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By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com  

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office’s newest weapon to stop 
crime only needs a little spit, not a gun or 
badge, to complete its job.

The agency’s newest gadget, a RapidHIT 
ID System machine, will use DNA to prevent 
wanted criminals from being released before 
they can be identified by other forms of 
testing. Sheriff Michelle Cook said the new 

machine will expedite the identification of 
criminals linked to unsolved crimes and 
dead people during an informal presenta-
tion for Florida Sen. Jennifer Bradley last 
Monday.

“This is so exciting. I can’t wait because 
I know the next evolution is going to be a 
crime scene instant DNA,” she said. “If some-
body breaks into a house, there’s now an 
ability to swab it right there. We wanted to be 
one of the first in the state to get this because 
I want that to be the next step.”

Counties used to have to wait between 
45 and 90 days for DNA results from the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement. By 
then, Cook said anyone wanted for another 

A smiling face helps open your phone and, at Capital City Bank, it helps 
open lasting relationships. We’re proud of our online banking and app, 
yet face-to-face is how we get to know you personally and match your 

financial needs with the best banking solutions. ccbg.com.

The best kind of
facial recognition

is face-to-face.

Scott Gerber
Client Experience Manager

County District Schools Police Department. 
The usage of the resource officers on 

school campuses dates back to the passing 
of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Act in 2018. 

Following the Parkland school shooting, 
the act aimed to create a safer environment 
in Florida schools and made many safety 
reforms, including requiring the presence of 
patrol officers on school campuses.

The new agreement and budget will 
officially take effect on July 1 and remain 
effective until June 30, 2027. 

According to the agreement, beginning 
on July 5, the school board is required to pay 
the county one-sixth of the agreed budget. 

For every month after, a payment of one-
twelfth of the budget is required.

The agreement also states that it can be 
renewed for additional one year terms after 
its three year run, unless there is a notice of 
non-renewal by either side. 

“We are happy that the Interlocal 
Agreement with the Clay County School 
Board regarding funding for the school 
resource officers was approved tonight by 
the BoCC. Since the decision to return the 
SRO function was made last Fall, the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Clay County 
School District have worked hand in hand to 
ensure a transparent and smooth transition,” 
said Sheriff Michelle Cook. “The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office is committed to keeping our 
kids safe and that mission starts July 1. We 
are ready.”

School
from page 3

The agreement between the Clay County School District and the Clay County Sheriff’s Office has a 
budget of approximately $6.8 million for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

Rapid DNA machine newest weapon for Sheriff’s Office 
Testing station can identify and link suspects to unsolved crimes in less than 90 minutes

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
Clay County Sheriff’s Office deputy Charles 
Harwood shows Sheriff Michelle Cook and 
Florida Sen. Jennifer Bradley how the 
RapidHIT ID System DNA machine works.

SEE DNA, 11
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By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – The Celebrate Clay His-
tory Passport is both a game and a journey 
you can embark on to explore the historical 
sites in the county. By visiting 15 out of 
25 historical sites in person, you and your 
friends and family can win prizes at the Clay 
County Archives Center.  

“This is the inaugural, gamified Clay 
County history tour,” Kimberly Morgan, 
Director of Tourism, said.

Think of it like Pokemon Go but for local 
history.

The History Passport is free to play and 
an adventure in your pocket. To play, start by 
downloading the free Explore Clay app and 
clicking on the Tours sidebar option. Enable 
the app to access your location while in use, 
and be sure to create an account so that your 
progress will be saved.

The app will give directions to each 
historical marker and briefly describe the 
historical site. You must be within a certain 
radius to have your passport “stamped.” 
Once you’re near the historical site, click 
“Check-In Now” to get credit.

The app has 25 historical sites to guide 
you and provide background information. 
You’ll discover the Clark House, once part 

of a “monkey farm.” The natural spring at 
Spring Park has beckoned tourists since the 
1870s. The Penney Farms Museum and J. 
C. Penney Statue. Gold Head Branch, one 
of Florida’s first state parks, was developed 
during the New Deal in the 1930s. Branan 
Field and the National POW/MIA Memo-

rial near where the original Blue Angels 
squadron practiced. The History Passport 
is a collaboration between the Clay Coun-
ty Tourism Department and Clay County 
Archives. Although passports have been 
created in the past, this is the first one that is 
interactive.

The app aligns with Clay County District 
School’s local history curriculum, which is 
studied in the last two weeks of eighth grade.

Anyone can discover historical monu-
ments hidden in plain sight. “History” isn’t 
some vague, abstract concept. History is 
here, present, and all around the county, 
from Oakleaf to Keystone Heights to Orange 
Park and Green Cove Springs.

It’s a fun way to spend a day outdoors, 
entertain children this summer, and show 
family visitors why your hometown is so 
great.

“History happened here. Our goal is to 
share everything that happened here,” Mary 
Justino, the Clerk’s Office Public Information 
Officer, said. 

“Get out of your zone. Meet your neigh-
bors and explore areas that you wouldn’t go 
to otherwise,” she said.

If the program succeeds, the team plans 
to improve it by adding audio and video or 
more history stops. Think of it as beta testing 
a new game.

“Get ready, Clay County. There’s lots of 
history coming your way,” Morgan said.

The app is out now, and the History Pass-
port is free to play. Clay County Archives are 
open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. for you to share your 15 completed 
stops, which redeems a prize. 

Residents can embark on a historic adventure with History Passport

STAFF PHOTOS BY JACK RANDALL
The adventure begins by downloading the Explore Clay app, signing into your account and clicking 
on Tours on the sidebar. From there, pick an interesting historical site on the Celebrate Clay History 
Passport. Once you’re within the vicinity of the historical site, click “Check-In Now” to get credit. 
The app will give you directions to each historical marker and a brief description of the historical 
site.
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We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights
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Regional Utilities, St. Johns Utilities and JEA 
to secure $100 million to pay for the project.

Once it got going, DBE worked feverishly 
to stay ahead of schedule and under budget.

“There was seven miles to go at our May 
14 meeting (with SJRWMD),” said SOLO 
member Robert Thomas. “They’re doing 
about 1,000 feet a day when it’s not raining. 
That’s taking us about three weeks into 
September – about Sept. 20, they should be 
done.”

The Black Creek project will collect 
excess water and move it to the Lake Region. 
Katz-James said there are safeguards to 

Project
from page1

make sure it doesn’t harm Black Creek. 
Lakes Brooklyn and Geneva are one of two 
primary sources to replenish the Sante Fe 

basin, the primary source of water for North-
east Florida. Thomas said the Black Creek 
project is expected to be completed this fall.

“Fall,” Katz-Jones said, “is from Septem-
ber to December.”

Nonetheless, Thomas said there are 
plans to operationalize the pump station as 
soon as possible.

“This is all very tentative, but at the end 
of June, they expect to energize the pumps 
to make sure that they work,” he said. “At 
the end of September, the tentative plan is 
to actually send water down the pipeline. 
Then, they will take October, November, 
and December to do the treatment area. 
And tentatively, we could see water to Black 
Creek in December, provided rainfall allows 
the pumps Black Creek to be turned on.”

Katz-Jones said the testing in October 
and November will test the filtration system 
to remove the reddish-brown tannins from 
the Black Creek.

With water returning to the Lake Region, 
SOLO said they would move to another proj-
ect – removing a forest that sprouted in the 
baron land that once was under water.

After wrangling for as many as 40 years 
to replenish the lakes and aquifer, SOLO 
now can think ahead.

“We’ve already talked with a logging 
company,” Katz-James said. “When the water 
comes back, that forest will tie. We’re waiting 
for approval from the DEP (Department of 
Environmental Protection) to get ahead of 
it.”
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131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091
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904-964-7423
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OVER 1,400 STORES!!

mom hat,” she said. “I will share stuff that im-
pacted me relatively recently. I’m the mother 
of three biological sons and one adopted son, 
and I share these with Ray Lewis, an NFL Hall 
of Famer. We lost our oldest son, Ray Lewis 
III, god, next month will be one year. So many 
things you said resonated on many differ-
ent levels, but one pill can kill. As a parent, 
not knowing that there was this, you know, 
that he was engaging in these recreational 
activities.”

McCall drove from Orlando to represent 
the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority at the month-
ly Clay County SafetyNet Alliance meeting at 
Mercy Support Services. SafetyNet is a group 
of service partners among faith-based, non-
profit, for-profit and local government groups 
to avoid duplication and create partnerships 
to find solutions and improve services within 
the county.

In May, the topic was fighting the two-
front opioid battle—addiction and stigma. 
The meeting included representatives of Clay 
County Community Services Department, 

Narcan
from page 6

Clay County Fire Rescue Paramedicine 
Team, Clay Behavioral Health Center, Clay 
Action Coalition and Phoenix House.

McCall wanted to see how SafetyNet op-
erated and to expand her sorority’s efforts to 
Northeast Florida. Her visit, however, created 
a resounding effect on everyone – particular-
ly her.

Her son, “Ray-Ray” was found “unrespon-
sive” last June 15. His cause of death was list-

ed as an accidental overdose. McCall said he 
took an unprescribed pill laced with fentanyl.

“I did see that he had these erratic behav-
iors,” she said. “He suffered from headaches 
and those sorts of things. He was a lifelong 
football player. He played football from 5 
years old, and he played contact football until 
he passed away. So, in donating his brain af-
ter he passed, we learned that he had chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy, CTE, which we 
took as a degenerative brain disease, from the 
trauma from football impacted those things 
like substance misuse/substance abuse, so 
not knowing as a parent was very hard.”

Those who deal with opioid addiction 
said there also are challenges with stigmas. 
Many feel administering Narcan during an 
overdose is enabling them to get high again. 
Some parents, spouses, and friends are em-
barrassed that their loved one needs help.

“Substance abuse is a disease of the 
brain,” said Lisa Rogers, Naloxone Coordi-
nator Community Paramedicine with Clay 
County Fire Rescue. “For our program, with 
the stigma, the most important thing we 
found has been education. We talked to peo-
ple, and we let them know that substance use 
and opioid use disorders are diseases of the 
brain. And that people are not using it to get 
high. They’re using it just so they’re not sick 
anymore. And once we can educate them 
with statistics, data and hard evidence, we 
can change their minds.”

Narcan is a nasal spray that helps a 
person breathe normally during an over-
dose, and it is harmless if the person is not 
in drug-induced distress. The paramedicine 
program offers free Narcan kits at all 13 fire 
stations, including Orange Park, and at its 
Paramedicine office at 2710 Blanding Blvd., 
Suite 8, in the Winn-Dixie shopping center on 
the corner of County Road 281 in Middle-
burg. Moreover, they offer free lessons on 
how to recognize an overdose, how to admin-
ister Narcan and how to deal with the stigma 
linked to addiction.

Officials are adjusting to the stigmas of 
addictions. At the 2023 Clay County Agri-
cultural Fair, one guest emailed Fire Res-
cue about the Community Paramedicine 
Program agency offering free Narcan kits, 
telling people how to recognize an overdose 
and where to get help. The person said the 
program was reviving addicts so they could 
get high again.

They were ordered to put their Narcan 
kits under the counter and only give them 
away if someone asked for them.

Rogers and Clay Behavioral Medical Cen-
ter’s Glenn East said that more than 80% of 
those who became addicted to opioids start-
ed on pain medication following an injury.

Others stay addicted by stealing pills from 
family members. Rogers said anyone who 
has unused or outdated pills can drop them 
off at a fire station or a pharmacy or pick up a 
free drug deactivation system offered by the 
Community Coalition Alliance at the para-
medicine office on Thursdays.  You can place 
pills in the bag, add water and close the bag. 
The chemicals inside will dissolve the pills.

“The way you deal with stigma is with 
education,” East said.

That includes educating the public you 
won’t be criminally or civilly responsible for 
calling 911 or administering Narcan to some-
one who is overdosing.

At this year’s fair, the Community Para-
medicine Program had a prominent booth in 
front of the Exhibition Halls, and they were 
allowed to display literature and Narcan kits.

“And we handed out 1,545 Narcan kits,” 
Rogers said. “We can’t save them if we can’t 
get them the help they need.”

There are 164 people currently undergo-
ing addiction treatment at Clay Behavioral, 
and all but one came through the paramed-
icine program, according to Gabrielle Gunn, 
Director of Community and Social Services 
with the Clay County Board of County Com-
missioners.

“I talk to people all over the state, health 
programs all over the state,” East said. “I don’t 
think anybody has the network we developed 
for our community.”

For McCall, the trip to Clay County was 
so enlightening that it helped her gain a little 
more insight into her son’s dark secrets.

“He passed away in the Central Florida 
area in Orlando, which is in a big city, you 
know, and the point you made, there was 
nothing like this there, no information ac-
cessible or visible,” she said. “We were a very 
prominent family with access to resources 
and information. But as a mother of sons, I 
didn’t have this information connected to me.

“I just want to commend each of you and 
your organization for what you’re doing. As I 
sat here this morning, I was going to intro-
duce our local chapter that we just chartered 
here in Clay County to the services we 
provide.

“I’ve had to fight back with Mother’s 
Day just passing and the anniversary of his 
passing coming up in a couple of weeks. 
When this happened with my son, it was 
heartbreaking.

But this is commendable. So keep doing 
what you’re doing. I hope there is a way to 
share the pathway you all are creating with 
other organizations. Other counties like 
Seminole County and Orange County don’t 
have this. Other counties can learn from what 
you’re doing here.”

Ways to recognize an overdose:

• Pinpoint pupils
• Person starts turning purple or blue if they’re 
white; gray or ashy if they’re Black
• Slow, labored or not breathing. If they’re 
breathing, it may be gurgly
• Person is unresponsive
• Use your knuckles and rub the sternum briskly 
to see if they recognize pain, or use a hard 
object and press against a fingernail to see if 
they recognize pain
• Cold or clammy skin  
If any of these signs are prevalent, administer 
Narcan by spraying one quick burst into one 
nostril. If the condition doesn’t change, spray 
another Narcan dispenser in the other nostril. If 
the person is not suffering an overdose, Narcan 
won’t hurt them.
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crime would likely have bonded out. The 
RapidHIT DNA machine can return a result 
in about 85 to 90 minutes before the arrestee 
makes a bond appearance.

“So that allows you to have that infor-
mation before they get released (on bond). I 
mean, that’s a big deal,” Bradley said.

“Before they’ve got a first appearance 
because in that 90 minutes, we’ll actually get 
their DNA through (National Crime Infor-
mation Center), and we’ll be able to match 
it,” said CCSO deputy Charles Harwood.

“You could have an unsolved case, 
and you get a hit before they’re released, 
and you’re able to tie this individual to an 
unsolved prominent crime in another juris-
diction somewhere as opposed to having to 
wait 45-90 days …” Bradley said.

“And the person’s out doing it again,” 
Cook said.

“That’s a pretty big deal,” Bradley said.
The machine from Thermo Fisher Sci-

entific cost about $130,000, but it came as 
part of a $250,000 grant given to the Florida 
Sheriff’s Association last September. Eleven 
mid-sized counties, including Flagler, Baker 
and Nassau counties in Northeast Florida, 
were selected to receive a portion of the 
$2.75 million allotted in the current budget 
by the Florida Legislature and signed by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis.

Bradley, along with Reps. Sam Garri-
son and Bobby Payne, representing all or 
portions of Clay County, voted in favor of 
the bill.

During the booking process, if the 
suspect meets one of the following criteria, a 
DNA sample is taken from five swabs of their 
mouth. According to Harwood, an arrestee 
charged with homicide, assault, battery, 
culpable negligence, kidnapping, custody 
offenses, human trafficking, false imprison-
ment, luring or enticing a child, weapons or 
firearms offenses, sexual battery, lewdness, 
indecent exposure, burglary and trespass-
ing, theft, robbery and related crimes, drug 
abuse, prevention and control can be tested.

People tested in Clay County are more 
likely to be charged with violent crimes like 
murder, attempted murder and sex crimes, 
Harwood said. He expects the county to 
average 2.2 tests a day. Each test costs $135.

“This is going to be for anybody that 
comes that’s been arrested and has no DNA 
profile on file at FDLE or in any county,” 
Harwood said. So basically, when we fin-
gerprint them and look at their charges, we 
determine whether they’re eligible because 
several statutes are required. Right, they’re 

also those that require us to take DNA. So 
what we do is fingerprint them. We have 
a scanner over there. Our live scan is our 
fingerprint machine, and it’s tied into rapid 
DNA.”

Each test kit has an RFID reader that 
must be scanned when opened and before it 
is placed inside the RapidHIT ID machine to 
ensure a chain of custody. The swab is then 
pushed into a cartridge and inserted into the 
machine. Less than 90 minutes later, it pro-

vides information about a match with FDLE 
or any other agency or no match at all.

“It helps because sometimes if they’re in 
here for a serious crime or they know they’re 
wanted, they don’t give us their real name,” 
Cook said.

Bradley said Cook’s insistence was a big 
reason Clay County was one of 11 in Florida 
to get the machine.

“We’ve got the technology. It’s just expen-
sive,” she said. “The larger counties have the 

ability to secure the funds to get it. But in the 
mid-size growing counties, you don’t want to 
see an uptick in some of this violent crime; 
we’ve got to get them the tools to get to the 
communities.

“This doesn’t happen without the coun-
ties advocating for it and reaching out to the 
state and saying, ‘Look, we need it,’ and that’s 
what y’all did. That’s what the sheriff did. And 
that makes a big difference.”

LakeAreaVets.com

HAWTHORNE 7410 SE US Hwy 301 352-481-4333
•Hawthorne: 8:30-5pm Tues.-Thurs.

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Like us on 
Facebook!

MELROSE: 8762 State Road 21 352-475-2326  
Hours: 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 8:00am - 2:00pm Saturday

• Digital X-ray
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•  Dental Cleanings  

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound 
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine Packages

• Microchipping
•  Avian and Exotic Care
•  Euthanasia and  

Hospice Services
• Boarding
• Endoscopy
•  Spay and Neuter Services
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

Full Service Hospital  
with Boarding 

DNA
from page 7
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352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

WATERFRONT

$349,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION 14 AC WITH POOL
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SINGLE FAMILY
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Keystone Heights, FL
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Melrose, FL
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4435 SE 8th Ave
Keystone Heights, FL

$469,000

134 Forest Hills Road
Keystone Heights, FL

8118 County Line Road
Melrose, FL
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363 SE 73rd Street
Starke, FL
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4923 SE 10th Place
Keystone Heights, FL

542 SE 28th Ave
Melrose, FL

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

"We  Mak e  I t  H a p p e n "
 https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p

970 S Lawrence Blvd
Keystone Heights, FL

$275,000
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D R I L L I N G  I N C .

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989
352.473.0534 

969 SE State Rd 100 • Keystone Heights, FL

State License #7112 & State License 7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
   & Maintenance 
• Water Testing 
• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

3 Generations of  
Well Drilling

Over 50 Years 
of Experience

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176
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By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

MELROSE — A statue named “Aariel” 
spreads its arms as it stands in the sculpture 
garden beside a flamboyance (flock) of fla-
mingoes. It is a welcoming monument that 
symbolizes the Melrose Center’s commit-
ment to the community it cares for.

The Melrose Center – part art gallery, 
part restaurant cafe, part health clinic – is 
a nonprofit founded in 2010 by Bruce and 
Gwen Waite. The cafe is open five days a 
week from Tuesday to Saturday. 

“Our model is to look and feel like a café 
and a restaurant. People come in to socially 
connect,” Bruce said. “It was in response to a 
need in the community. There wasn’t a place 
of this nature where people could come 
together. Over time, it’s proven to be a haven 

STAFF PHOTOS BY JACK RANDALL
Gwen and Bruce Waite and their daughter, Dakota, pose for a photo during the monthly 
Melrose Art Walk. 

The Melrose Center: A mosaic of art, music, community 

STAFF PHOTOS BY JACK RANDALL
“Aariel” sculpted by Kirsten Engstrom greets 
patrons visiting the Melrose Center.

for many people.”
“We have many groups, such as singers 

and dancers, who perform. It’s fun. We love 
them. There’s a lot to do here,” Gwen said. 

The first Friday of every month is a spe-
cial occasion at the center. A health checkup 
fair kicks off in the morning, followed by an 
art walk later at night.

At the health checkup fair recently, the 
restaurant’s dining hall welcomed patrons 
for free screenings for diabetes and cho-
lesterol, plus access to a pediatrician and 
a general physician. The screenings were 
free regardless of insurance status. Bruce 

said more than 20 received their COVID-19 
booster shots. 

“We have a lot of local artists who are 
also very involved in the health care stuff. 
They donate their time,” Gwen said. 

The Melrose Art Walk is a communi-
ty-wide event in which other businesses and 

art galleries participate.  The same artists and 
patients from the health checkup fair can 
return later for a night of live music, a bite 
to eat, dancing beside the stage, and a stroll 
through the art gallery at the other building.

The Melrose Center is strategically locat-
ed in the unincorporated town of Melrose, 
which is at the crossroads of four counties: 
Clay, Putnam, Bradford, and Alachua. 

“And we’re right in the center of all four,” 
Bruce said. “We’re 200 yards from Clay, 200 
from Bradford and 300 from Alachua. We 
serve all four counties.”

Bruce and Gwen are from Key West, 
bringing their motto: “one human family,” 
and an island-time appreciation for arts and 
culture.

The Waite family left Key West to pursue 
a contract to create the Butterfly Rainforest 
at the Florida Museum of Natural History in 
Gainesville. The contract was an interesting 
project that led the family to travel through-
out Central and South America for “butterfly 
operations.”

“It was nifty to have 150,000 live butter-
flies flying around,” Bruce said. 

SEE MELROSE, 17
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904-276-2776 • WWW.LANOPALERAKINGSLEY.COM • 2024 KINGSLEY AVE. • ORANGE PARK

MARGARITA MONDAYS $4 DOLLAR SPECIAL
SERVING LOCAL
MEXICAN FOOD 

SINCE 1991

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
Todd Knowles of Premier Gas and Grills in Green Cove Springs said to use the right grill and the 
right fuel for each recipe.

Tips for turning flame-broiled disasters into pitmaster perfection

Fire up grill for sweet, 
smoky smell of success
By Don Coble 
don@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY — There’s more to cooking 
the perfect piece of meat over an open flame 
than soaking it with lighter fluid, throwing a 
match, and watching the smoke blanket the 
neighborhood in a greasy fog.

Most of us would like to believe we are 
the King of the Cookout, the Sultan of the 
Smoker, and the Potentate of the Pit. How-
ever, most of us lack the skill and patience to 
turn a slab of raw meat into a juicy, smoke-
ringed masterpiece.

“First, it’s a passion,” said Blues Hog BBQ 
championship team member Josh Skipper. 
“It’s supposed to be simple. It takes in all the 
senses – the smell, the taste, the sound, the 
sight and the touch.”

Skipper lives on Fleming Island and was 
part of the 2022 team that won the Whole 
Hog competition at Memphis in May, con-
sidered the World Championship. This year, 
Blues Hog finished fourth in Whole Hog and 
first in Seafood.

Like most grilling experts, there are 
differing opinions on achieving perfection. 
But most agree on a few basic facts: it takes 
patience, the proper cooking vessel and fuel, 
and quality meat and vegetables.

“I enjoy the atmosphere of being 
outside,” said Middleburg’s Jason Wheeler, 
who has a catering food truck, Wheeler’s 
Barbecue. “Once you learn the art of true 
barbecue and what it takes to make really 
good barbecue, that’s what really makes 
it fun because you put in the time and the 
effort. It’s just slow smoke.”

Wheeler said he prefers using pecan 
wood. Others like oak or hickory.

According to the Grill Masters Club, oak 
and post oak are best for brisket, sausage, 
ribs, and chicken. Hickory is popular in 
the South and is best for pork and chicken. 
Maple has a sweeter undertone for bacon, 
ham, cheese, and vegetables, while pecan is 
similar to hickory and is best for pork, beef, 
and chicken. Alder works best with seafood, 
and Mesquite has a savory smoke flavor for 
chicken and larger cuts of pork and beef.

G’s Slow Smoked BBQ owner Gary Park 
said one of the biggest mistakes made by 

Josh Skipper said the secret to good 
barbecue is using all of your senses around the 
grill.

Jason Wheeler loves the time and effort it takes 
to make good barbecue.

Gary Park said wait until the fire is ready before 
adding your meat because “you want a good, 
clean smoke.”SEE GRILL, 16
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“If you’re serious about 
grilling, you should have 
three grills. Charcoal is from 
steaks and chicken. A pellet 
smoker is for ribs and brisket. 
A gas grill is for hot dogs, 
burgers and vegetables. Yes, 
I said vegetables. Grilling 
vegetables in a good pan 
with oil and seasonings is 
amazing.”

– Todd Knowles, owner of Premier Gas 

and Grills in Green Cove Springs

amateur grillers is adding the meat too soon.
“You’ve got to wait until the charcoal 

burns down,” he said. “When I started 20 or 
30 years ago, I always ruined some ham-
burgers. I used charcoal, probably Kingsford 
or something, and lighter fluid, which is fine 
if you let it burn out. But I didn’t let it burn 
out in time. I was ready to eat my hamburg-
ers, and they smelled like lighter fluid, so 
they were ruined.”

Todd Knowles, owner of Premier Gas 
and Grills in Green Cove Springs, said the 
type of fuel you use is critical.

“If you’re serious about grilling, you 
should have three grills,” he said. “Charcoal 
is from steaks and chicken. A pellet smoker 
is for ribs and brisket. A gas grill is for hot 
dogs, burgers and vegetables. Yes, I said 
vegetables. Grilling vegetables in a good pan 
with oil and seasonings is amazing.

“Each grill has a purpose. Pellet grills are 
great for smoking meats and are easy to use, 
while charcoal grills take a little more work 
but are always worth the wait once you take 
a bite. Propane can cook many things, but 
you must cook low and slow.

“Remember, with anything, prepara-
tion and time is what it takes to produce 
great-tasting food. We aren’t microwaving. 
We’re grilling.”

Grill
from page 15

World champions are determined by 
cooking whole hogs. But since most of us 
either can’t or won’t face that challenge, 
a brisket is considered one of the most 
difficult items to master, especially a whole 
brisket, since one end has two layers and the 
other is considerably thinner.

Again, the secret is low and slow.
It could take 20 hours to trim, season, 

inject and cook a 16-pound brisket. And 
during that time, you must keep an eye on 
the fire to maintain a 225-275-degree tem-
perature. It’s best to start new charcoal and 
wood outside the grill and add the embers to 

the fire to avoid the bitter taste of creosotes 
until it burns off.

Also, it’s important to cook brisket 
wrapped in butcher paper or foil on the grill 
for the final two hours and let it “rest” for 
another hour before you cut into it. Your 
patience will be rewarded.

Park, who will open two BBQ restaurants 
in Starke and Green Cove Springs, said if 
you’re in a hurry, go through the drive-thru 
line and the local burger joint. But if you 
want a real reward, light the grill, pull up a 
lawn chair and wait.

“For me personally, when it comes to 

barbecue, it’s my passion,” he said. “I love 
barbecue. It’s a game of patience. You want 
to ensure your fire’s right because you want a 
good, clean smoke.”

When you master that, you can tackle 
which sauce is best. There are Texas and 
Kansas City sauces, Alabama white sauce, 
North Carolina vinegar, and Lexington 
sauces. Georgia has a sauce, as do South 
Carolina, Florida, Memphis, and St. Louis. 
There are even mustard sauces and dry 
spice rubs.

You’re on your own when it comes to 
sauces.

Community Briefs
Gary Newman elected State 
Vietnam Veteran’s Council 
President 

ORLANDO – Aaron “Gary” Newman of 
Orange Park was elected President of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Florida State 
Council on June 8 at the Orlando Marriott 
Lake Mary.

The Navy veteran has served as Florida 
State Council First Vice President for four 
years. Before that, he held the position of 
Second Vice President.

The Florida State Council is the second 
largest VVA state council, with 5,825 mem-
bers and 30 chapters as of April 2024.

Newman, the founder and former pres-
ident of VVA Col. William G. Byrns Chapter 
1059 in Clay County, was inducted in 2018 
into the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame.

He also founded 
Chapter 1080, the 
incarcerated chapter 
at Union Correction-
al Institution, and 
currently serves on 
the VVA’s Veterans 
Incarcerated and In 
the Justice commit-
tee. He was recog-
nized in 2017 by the 
VVA for his work 
with incarcerated 
veterans.

A recipient of the 
VVA’s Special Achievement Award of 2022, 
he is the former Florida Veterans Assistance 
Foundation president.

He was the 2017 Florida State Council 
John Koprowski Member of the Year, and in 
2015, he received the VVA President’s Spe-

Aaron ‘Gary’ Newman Community First Credit Union 
selects Sam Inman as CEO

JACKSONVILLE—The Board of Direc-
tors of Community First Credit Union of 
Florida announced D. Samuel “Sam” Inman, 

cial Recognition Award for a new Veterans 
Treatment Court in Clay County.

Newman replaces John McGinty of 
Chapter 1084, who held the FSC’s president 
position for four years.

Marc Goodell, President of Thomas H. 
Corey Chapter 25 in West Palm Beach, was 
elected First Vice President, and Jerry Klein, 
Vice President of Thomas H. Corey Chapter 
25 in West Palm Beach, was elected the 
Second Vice President.

David Treffinger, President of Col. 
William G. Byrns Chapter 1059, was elected 
secretary, and Stuart Berman, Secre-
tary-Treasurer of Chapter 594 in Fort Myers, 
was elected treasurer.

SEE BRIEFS, 18



By Payton Woods
For Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – I believe that 
one kid can make a difference. I think this is 
because I am a kid and have started to make 
a difference in my community.

This year, I started a new community 
service project, allowing me to leave a per-
manent mark in my community. If you take 
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

Marshall Gallop, CRMP
Reverse Mortgage Specialist

www.marshallgallop.com
KHHS Class of 1969

NMLS#450841 | Corporate NMLS #1025B94
1452 N. US Hwy - Suite 110
Ormond Beach, FL - 32174
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Melrose
from page 14

The family fell in love with Melrose as 
they finished their contract. Their prior work 
in social services in Key West and Texas 
spurred an interest in the family to set up 
their one-stop shop. They ended up fitting 
right in. Melrose consists of a large popula-
tion of Key West “expatriates.” 

Between the wellness fair and the art 
walk, the Melrose Center employees have 

Art on display and available for  purchase in the 
art gallery.

dinner together in the dining hall under-
neath, where the “Conch Republic Flag” of 
Key West is proudly displayed. 

Bruce joked Melrose is the “Northern-
most Point.”

The restaurant’s menu blends Cuban 
and Greek culinary traditions to reengineer 
popular meals to be healthier. 

The walls are adorned with paintings 
and sketches. Crafts can be bought in the 

gift shop. One craftsman assembled a guitar 
made of stained glass that glows with a 
button press. Another crafted a lamp using 
found materials resembling a UFO. 

All the added items create a mosaic of 
the Melrose Center’s close-knit community. 

“Leave the politics outside. Enjoy the mu-
sic and the food. We focus on commonalities 
here. The things we still agree on,” Bruce said. 

Catie Miller cherishes the Melrose 

Center, which she calls “our clubhouse.” Her 
partner, Kirsten Engstrom, sculpted “Aariel.”

“We were what you’d call ‘hippies’ or 
‘counterculture.’ We’ve always been commu-
nity-oriented and loving. We have recreated 
that community feeling here,” Miller said. 

“Bruce and Gwen have offered a place 
for others to come. This is their service on 
this planet. They’re special, special people.”
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How to report a problem with a 
Clay Electric outdoor light

If you are aware of an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on Clay 
Electric Cooperative’s lines, call 1-800-224-4917 to report the problem; login 
to MyClayElectric, click Submit an Inquiry, then Other Issues/General Inquiry, 
then Outdoor Light Problem; or email contactus@clayelectric.com to report the 
problem.
When reporting the problem, you will need to provide the following 
information so the co-op can make the appropriate repair, and contact you 
should there be any questions: 

(1) Specific street address where the outdoor light is located
(2) A description of where the outdoor light is located on the property
(3) A description of the nature of the malfunction or failure of illumination of 

the outdoor light
(4) Sufficient contact information, including your name, address, telephone 

number, and account number (if a Clay Electric Cooperative member)

This ad is printed in compliance with Florida Statute 768.1382.

MBA has been selected as its new CEO and 
president, assuming the position on Aug. 31 
after a brief transition alongside retiring CEO 
John Hirabayashi.

Inman most 
recently served 
as chief financial 
officer and chief risk 
officer at Communi-
ty First and has held 
various leadership 
roles since joining 
the organization 
in 1990. He start-
ed as an assistant 
accounting manager 
at the credit union 
and became its first 
internal auditor. 
Rising through the ranks, Inman joined the 
senior leadership team as CFO in 1997.

Three Community First branches are in 
Clay County — Oakleaf, Orange Park and 
Fleming Island.

The Board of Directors conducted a 
comprehensive national search for the new 
CEO and president. Board Chair Malinda 
“Lindy” Prudencio chaired the CEO Search 
Committee and partnered with a national 
search firm to interview candidates from 

Briefs
from page 16

D. Samuel Inman

credit unions nationwide, ultimately choos-
ing Inman for the position.

“Sam was the top candidate among some 
of the finest credit union leaders in the coun-
try,” said Prudencio. “We believe he is the 
best leader to secure and expand Communi-
ty First’s future.”

Inman has played an instrumental 
role in growing Community First’s assets 
from $156 million to $2.7 billion, with $344 
million retained earnings since joining the 
organization more than 34 years ago.

Input needed for Community 
Block Grants

CLAY COUNTY—Every year, the county 
receives funding from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
through the Community Development 
Block Grant program.

The money spent through the CDBG 
program must serve one of three CDBG Na-
tional Objectives: to benefit low-and moder-
ate-income persons; to aid in the prevention 
or elimination of slum or blight; and to meet 
a community development need of urgency.

Residents are encouraged to join the 
discussion on how the county will address 
its current needs at four remaining public 
hearings:

•Keystone Heights Pavilion, 565 S. Law-
rence Blvd., on June 17, at 6 p.m.

•Middleburg-Clay Hill Library, 2245 

Aster Ave, Middleburg, on June 18, at 6 p.m.
•Orange Park Library, 2054 Plainfield 

Ave., on June 27 at 6 p.m.
•County Administration Building, 477 

Houston St., Green Cove Springs, on July 23, 
at 5 p.m.

Boys and Girls Clubs offering 
Free Super Camps this summer

CLAY COUNTY—The Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Northeast Florida are hosting free 
Super Camps at several schools. The camps 
focus on academics, STEM, Art, Sports, 
Music, Food, Field Trips and more.

The programs are a safe place for 
children to enhance their growth during 
the summer. Sessions are Monday through 
Friday, until July 19 at:

•Grove Park Elementary, 1643 Miller St., 
Orange Park, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. To regis-
ter, visit BGCNF.ORG.

•Montclair Elementary, 2398 Moody 
Ave., Orange Park, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(bus transportation is provided.) To register, 
visit BGCNF.ORG/JOIN.

•Wilkinson Junior High, 5025 County 
Road 215, Middleburg, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(transportation is available.) To register, 
email Charlie@BGCNF.org.

•Green Cove Springs Junior High, 1220 
Bonaventure Ave., from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(transportation is provided.) To register, 
email drut@bgcnf.org.

Orange Park Woman’s Club 
award eight scholarships

ORANGE PARK—Eight Clay County 
graduating seniors of the Class of 2024 re-
ceived $1000 scholarships from the Orange 
Park Woman’s Club. Certificates were pre-
sented during the senior awards programs at 
each student’s high school.

Recipients submitted letters of rec-
ommendation, an essay, information on 
community service performed, and various 
awards received in ninth through 12th 
grades. The scholarship program and other 
outreach efforts in education have been a 

major focus of the Orange Park Woman’s 
Club for many years. Proceeds from the 
Club’s annual Rummage Sale in late July 
provide scholarship funding.

Scholarships were awarded to Jessica 
Cherry, Tyler Davies, Sunai Grant, Tyler 
Howell, Cheyenne Ivey, Jaden Park, Alina 
Stefanik and Grace Ward.

Georgia Southern announces 
its honor roll lists

STATESBORO, Ga. – Several former Clay 
County students were recognized for aca-
demic achievement for the Spring Semester 
at Georgia Southern University.

Katy Callahan of Fleming Island, Kamryn 
Valentine and Krystyn Wright of Middleburg 
and Zoe Dearborn of Keystone Heights 
earned spots on the President’s List for 
achieving 4.0 grade point averaged with 
a minimum of 12 semester hours, while 
Rachel Cannady of Green Cove Springs, 
Shania Pinkney and Skyler Vanslyke and 
Oakleaf and Kendall Sage of Fleming Island 
all made the Dean’s List with GPAs of at least 
3.5. Georgia Southern University, a public 
Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution founded 
in 1906, offers approximately 155 different 
degree programs serving more than 26,100 
students through 10 colleges on three cam-
puses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville 
and online instruction.

Maryland Global Campus’s 
Dean’s List filled with Clay 
students

ADELPHI, Md. – More than 15,000 Uni-
versity of Maryland Global Campus students 
made the Dean’s List for the spring term. 
To be eligible for the honor, a student must 
complete at least six credits during the term, 
earn a grade point average of at least 3.5term 
and maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.5.

The following students in the area earned 
the honors: Stephanie Angarita-Esguerra 
and Quintavius Freeman from Fleming Is-
land, Quinton Brent, Onjel Caraballo, Dustin 
Clover, Capri Davis, Brittanie Henderson 
and Casey Lima of Middleburg, Kianna 
Brown and Oscar Montano of orange park, 
Carlos Conyers, Andrew Veldman and Ben-
jamin Wolfe of Oakleaf, Jason Garcia, Regina 
Mccormick and Samuel Willow of Green 
Cove Springs and Amber Lind of Keystone 
Heights. University of Maryland Global 
Campus was founded more than 75 years 
ago to serve the higher education needs of 
working adults and military servicemem-
bers. 
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FAST& 
FURIOUS
Hey Mom? Can I have a dragster?

Clay High softballer plays

By Randy Lefko
Randy@claytodayonline.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - For Heather 
Highhouse, the beauty of allowing her two 
children; Savannah and Will, to drive down 
a drag strip at 100-200 miles per hour is the 
blackmail aspect of “So you don’t want to 
take the garbage out?”

“It does have its advantages,” said Heath-
er Highhouse, the team mom, strategist, 
nutritionist and track photographer for her 
two very fast kids; 14-year-old Savannah, 
a Clay High freshman, and Will, 18, about 
to graduate Clay High senior. “Though I kid 
about that as part of them running dragsters, 

I think they are both pretty good kids and 
understand that they have earned their 
ability to compete.”

For Savannah Highhouse, a 14-year-
old (15 in August) freshman catcher and 
outfield player on the Clay High softball 
team who is without an automobile driver’s 
license yet, the draw to racing dragsters; 
which started at 10 years old, came with 
hanging out at the track while Dad was 
racing muscle cars down the track.

Heather Highhouse recalls going to the 
track with her dad as a childhood weekend 
adventure. STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Savannah Highhouse smiles amidst the checks she has won in recent drag races. 
SEE FAST, 20
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“I grew up at the track with my dad who 
raced a 1968 GTO,” said Heather Highhouse. 
“I grew up from six weeks old at the track. 
Bill and I met when he was like 20 years 
old when he raced with a 1980 Camaro. I 
married into the race scene, but we built the 
family first.”

Where the kids got involved was when 
Bill got the itch to race again when Savannah 
was about nine years old.

“I was okay with the dragster idea,” said 
Heather Highhouse, noting husband Bill 
runs and is part owner of First Coast Electric 
to finance the adventures. “It was a passion 
of the family.”

For Savannah Highhouse, who had a 
game ball from the Blue Devils come from 
behind win over Ponte Vedra, the thrill of an-
ticipating a home run is about as nerve-rack-
ing as awaiting the green light on the track 
for her race start.

Fast
from page 19

“I had to get an NHRA (National Hod 
Rod Association) physical to get an NHRA 
license,” said Savannah Highhouse. “They 
make sure I’m physically fit to drive the 
dragster. My dad came to Lake Asbury Ele-
mentary to take me and Will with him to buy 
a dragster. I said, ‘cool’.”

With softball her main passion at 
the time, when she was eight, Savannah 
watched and fell in love with the sport.

“I was eight when we got the dragster 
and it took me a year to decide that I wanted 
to race them,” said Savannah Highhouse, 
who raced a two-day bracket race at the 
Gainesville Dragway on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 18-19 with recent excursions to 
Las Vegas and Bristol, TN. “I was on a travel 
softball team and that took much of the 
weekend. I had to choose.”

In her racing career thus far, recently, 
Savannah Highhouse has climbed to a top 
five rankings in the United States including a 
recent best appearing junior dragster award 
plus some winners checks.

“I got a new car in the works that is 
being sandblasted and built,” said Savannah 

Savannah Highhouse shows off some “bling” she has won in her recent racing.
Will Highhouse, also a dragster racer, shows off his dad Billy’s two champions trophies with 
Savannah watching.

FFASTAST&&  
FFURIOUSURIOUS

Other local dragster phenoms at Gainesville Dragway on Saturday were, from left, Ciara Height from Keystone Heights, Rydin Cook of 
Orange Park along with twin brother Zandir, Blake Jones of Orange Park and Haleigh Wright of Middleburg.

CLAY COUNTY ISCLAY COUNTY IS  
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Highhouse. “I have to know a lot about the 
weather, the tire pressures, the chains, the 
clutch and the reactions. The only thing I 
don’t do is start the engine. My dad does that 
outside the car.”

The parallels of drag racing and soft-
ball are unique for Savannah with her first 
“almost” home run giving her the same 
adrenaline rush at home plate as waiting for 
the green light on the start strip.

“As soon as I get in my car, I get in my 
zone,” said Savannah Highhouse. “Just before 
I’m ready to go, after prestage and my tire 
burnout, I sit in my car and pray a little. I get 
a fist pump from my brother and then I’m 
ready to go.”

In the Ponte Vedra game where she got 
the game ball for her five runs batted in, Sa-
vannah Highhouse nearly got her first high 
school home run.

“It was just as intense when I got in the 
batter’s box as waiting for the green light,” 
said Savannah Highhouse, who put five runs 
across with two doubles and nearly hit the 
dinger in the 9-4 win. “Coach Lewis (Clay 
softball coach Matt Lewis) said he never 
gives game balls to hitters, but that was quite 
the night for me.”
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LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Project Title: Demolition and Site Prepa-
ration Services for Existing Building
Introduction: The City of Keystone 
Heights, located in Keystone Heights, 
FL is seeking proposals from qualified 
contractors to provide demolition and 
site preparation services for an existing 
building located at 125 E Walker Drive, 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656. The scope 
of work includes the demolition and re-
moval of the existing abandoned building 
and site furnishings, disconnection of 
electrical and plumbing systems, debris 
removal, and maintenance of traffic during 
the demolition process.
The prebid meeting date will be June 
24, 2024 at 10:00 AM and all bids are 
due by July 16, 2024 at 4:00 PM.
Project Overview: The project involves 
the complete demolition of an existing 
building encompassing 1,500 square feet. 
The building is a vacant brick restaurant. 
The City of Keystone Heights shall make 
its best efforts to maintain the site condi-
tions existing at the time of inspection for 
bidding purposes. The demolition must be 
conducted in accordance with all relevant 
local, state, and federal regulations. Qual-
ified contractors must carry Commercial 
General Liability Insurance of 100/300
Scope of Work: The scope of work for 
this project includes, but is not limited to:
-Demolition and removal of the existing 
building, concrete/asphalt slabs, and 
foundations.
-Demolition and removal of site improve-
ments, including but not limited to foun-
dation, parking slab, concrete sidewalk, 
underground structures, signs, and poles.
-Disconnection and removal of all electri-
cal and plumbing systems. Contractor re-
quired to call 811 for locates prior to work 
being commenced.
-Proper disposal of hazardous materials, 
if any, in accordance with environmental 
regulations.
-Removal and disposal of all debris gen-
erated during the demolition process.
-Implementation and maintenance of 
traffic control measures to ensure safe-
ty during demolition activities. Conduct 
demolition operations to prevent injury to 
people and damage to adjacent facilities. 
Ensure safe passage of people and traffic 
around the demolition area.
-Restoration of the site to a clean and 
level condition upon completion of dem-

olition activities.
Quality Assurance: Contractor shall 
comply with all applicable EPA, state and 
local notification regulations before start-
ing demolition. Contractor shall comply 
with hauling and disposal regulations of 
authorities having jurisdiction; all other 
codes, standards, regulations, and work-
ers’ safety rules that are administered by 
federal agencies (HUD, EPA, OSHA, and 
DOT) or state agencies (State OSHA, 
DEM, DOH, etc.); and any other local 
regulations and standards (i.e. building 
codes) that may apply. The demolition 
contractor must secure all associated per-
mits. By submitting a proposal, Contractor 
affirms they have familiarized themselves 
with the legal requirements (federal, state, 
and local laws, ordinances, rules, and reg-
ulations) and other conditions which may 
affect performance of this Scope of Work.
Proposal Requirements: Interested con-
tractors are requested to submit proposals 
that include the following information:
-Company profile, including relevant expe-
rience in demolition and site preparation 
projects.
-Description of the proposed methodology 
and equipment to be used for demolition 
and debris removal.
-Proposed timeline for completion of the 
project.
-Safety plan outlining measures to ensure 
the safety of workers and the surrounding 
community during demolition activities.
-Environmental protection plan detailing 
how hazardous materials will be identi-
fied, handled, and disposed of in compli-
ance with regulations.
-Cost proposal, including a breakdown of 
all expenses related to the project.
Evaluation Criteria: Proposals will be 
evaluated based on the following criteria:
-Experience and qualifications of the con-
tractor.
-Proposed methodology and equipment.
-Compliance with safety and environmen-
tal regulations.
-Cost-effectiveness of the proposal.
-Proposed timeline for completion of the 
project.
-Appropriate insurance coverage ($1 Mil-
lion/$3 Million)
Submission Instructions: Proposals 
must be submitted electronically to Beau 
Wright at wright@keystoneheights.us no 
later than [Proposal Submission Dead-
line]. Late submissions will not be con-
sidered.
Site Visit: A mandatory pre-bid site visit 
will be held on [Date and Time] at 125 
E Walker Drive, Keystone Heights, FL 
32656. Contractors must attend the site 
visit to familiarize themselves with the 

project site and requirements. Contractor 
must survey the existing site to deter-
mine the scope of demolition as well as 
the existence of any potential hazardous 
materials.
Contact Information: For inquiries or 
clarifications regarding this RFP, please 
contact Beau Wright at wright@keystone-
heights.us or 352-473-4807.
Reservation of Rights: The City of Key-
stone Heights reserves the right to reject 
any or all proposals received, to waive 
any irregularities or informalities in the 
proposals received, and to select the pro-
posal deemed to be in the best interest 
of the city.
Thank you for your interest in this project. 
We look forward to receiving your pro-
posal.
Legal 112060 Published 6/13/2024 and 
6/20/2024 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper and 6/20/2024 in Clay 
County's Keystone Herald newspaper

MOTORCYCLE 
FOR SALE

2015 Yamaha V Star 950 Tourer 
Mileage 8,353 Asking $4500.

Please call 904-214-2039

DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
888-815-4341

MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-855-315-1952

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property 
when connecting.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have 
zip code of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7:  1-866-782-4060. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll 
replace it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, 
FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, 
NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
HARMLESS BAT 

REMOVAL

BAT-PROOF 
& CLEAN UP

FULL ATTIC 
RESTORATION

10-YEAR WARRANTY

888-255-9950thebatguysbatremoval.com

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.
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FREE from 
the State of 

Florida            

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

FTRI.ORG/FREE
Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss     
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

LOUD, 
CLEAR,  
FREE!

CCP24

See more options at: 
ftri.org/products

• Amplifies up to 50 decibels 
• Multiple volume & tone settings 
• Slow down incoming speech option 
• Built-in answering machine

NO internet 
connection 

needed!

Clarity 
Caption 
Phone

Attached captioning 
tablet provides free, 

landline-based 
caption calling, and 

amplification!   

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Health & Fitness
• VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 

Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

• Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400+ procedures. Real dental insurance 
- not just a discount plan. Get your free  In-
formation Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

• Attention oxygen therapy users! Dis-
cover oxygen therapy that moves with you 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. Free information kit. 1-866-477-9045

Home Services
• Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got 

Storm Damage? You need a local expert 
provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing avail-
able. Call 1-888-878-9091

• Water damage cleanup: A small 
amount of water can cause major damage 
to your home. Our trusted professionals 
dry out wet areas & repair to protect your 
family & your home value! Call 24/7: 1-888-
872-2809. Have zip code!

• Professional lawn service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control, seeding, aeration & 
mosquito control. Call now for a free quote. 
Ask about our first application special! 
1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous
• Prepare for power outages today 

with a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-
6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

• Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

• Bath & shower updates in as little 
as 1 day! Affordable prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & military discounts 
available. 1-877-543-9189

• Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

• Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-
479-1516

• Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & 
$1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

• Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

• DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package $89.99/
mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No contract or 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 

IVS 1-866-859-0405
• Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? 

You may qualify for a substantial cash 
award. No obligation! We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

• Replace your roof w/the best look-
ing & longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

• Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer.) Of-
fer ends 6/30/24. Call 1-844-501-3208

• Don’t let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

• Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little as 
70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

• MobileHelp America’s premier mo-
bile medical alert system. Whether you’re 
home or away. For safety & peace of mind. 
No long term contracts! Free brochure! Call 
1-888-489-3936

•!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-
433-8277

• Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

ABSOLUTE PUBLIC AUCTION
Selling for the estate of 
Fred Phillip Bowman, 
owner of Phil-dirt, Inc.
Thursday, June 20th • 9:00am

Sale Site: 6090 Old Bethel Rd • Crestview, FL
Main Phone: 334-792-1116   Fax: 334-671-0149

10% Buyers Premium • Pre-approved Consignments Will Be Accepted

Deanco Auction & Real Estate
3664 S Oates St • Dothan, AL 36301

Ph: 334-792-1116    sold@deancoauction.com
Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, FL Lic. AU847

www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding Available

Starting a new business? 
Need to run a fictitious name advertisement? 
Email: legal@claytodayonline.com 

or call 904-579-2154 to request 
a form. Cost is $35 and will 

run in the Clay Today Legals for 
one week. An affidavit will be 

mailed to you. 
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Call or Text 
352-494-1829

First Time Home Buyers • Veterans • Investment Property • Residential • Commercial • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

OVER $14 Million  
SOLD in 2023

Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Welcome Home!

(352) 478-SOLD
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 

Hot Days Need

Cool 
Shades.
Let’s find your new chill space. 
Welcome Home!

PelleritoRealtor_KHHerald_June.indd   1PelleritoRealtor_KHHerald_June.indd   1 6/12/24   5:51 PM6/12/24   5:51 PM


