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By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – The Airport Utility 
Feasibility study, which estimates the cost 
of converting the Keystone Heights Airport 
from a septic to sewer system to be $22 
million, was presented at the city council 
meeting on April 1.

The analysis began in 2022 and was 
funded by the city council, which contrib-
uted $110,000, and the airport authority, 
which contributed $25,000. 

Currently, the Keystone Heights Airport 
uses well water for drinking and septic dis-
posal for its wastewater. 

The feasibility study stemmed from 
conversations with Clay County Utility Au-
thority about extending a water and sewer 
line to the airport. AECOM, a consulting 
firm, prepared the report, which Bill Prange 
presented.

“It makes sense that if CCUA or another 
entity were to extend water and sewer to 
the airport, it would need to be designed 

and sized to serve any other development 
that might occur along the same corridor,” 
Prange said.

The report examines three types of water 
– potable, wastewater and fire protection 
– each with its own pressure and flow 
demand. 

Prange said the estimated maximum 
demand for potable water would be 117 gal-
lons per minute, and waste water would be 
100 gallons a day. Fire protection would be 
dynamic – 2,250 gallons a minute at 20 psi 
at the low end and 6,000 gallons a minute at 
109 psi at the high end. 

The St. Johns River Water Management 
District said it would permit 864,000 gallons 
a year for fire protection from the Florida 
aquifer. 

Prange said the demand for fire protec-
tion water, including fire sprinklers as an ex-
ample, exceeds CCUA’s current capabilities. 
He said the airport must seek an indepen-
dent fire protection water system. 

Proposal made to get Keystone 
Airport off septic system 

SEE AIRPORT, 10
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PUZZLE FUN 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Membrane around the 
lungs
  7. Perennial trunked plant
11. Upper side of a building
12. Count on
13. W. Samoan monetary unit
14. Much ___ About Nothing
15. Freedom from difficulty
16. Person for whom some-
thing is named
18. Filled with lead
20. Against
21. Upper surface of the mouth
23. Belgian painter James, 
1860-1949
24. Miri or Dafla
25. Alaskan gold rush town
26. ___ Lanka
27. Touchdown
29. Theater stage scenery
30. A slight amount
31. Of she
33. Designated hitter
34. Lemon or lime drink
35. Expel in large quantities
37. 4840 square yards

39. Sharpened a knife
41. Birch bark, dugout & 
outrigger
43. Yellow winter melon
44. Admirer
46. Hands on hips
47. Afrikaans
48. A flat cushion or mat
51. European hop
52. Initial poker wager
53. Linking together
55. Precipitation
56. Satisfying an appetite

CLUES DOWN
  1. Synthetic wood finish
  2. Soils
  3. After E
  4. Reptile genus
  5. A long thin implement
  6. Greek god of light
  7. Goody
  8. Duane _____: NY phar-
macy
  9. Other, different
10. In a way, looked
11. Liberated by payment of a 

demand
13. Body trunks
16. Adam’s wife
17. Actor Sean
19. Of major consequence
21. Festival processions
22. Tolerate
26. Look at with fixed eyes
28. Take a deposition from
32. Rechristen
36. “Dragnet” actor Jack
38. ______ Christi, TX
40. Taoism
41. Coon cat
42. Former U.S. Senator 
Spector
43. Sleeping room on a ship 
44. Essential oil from flowers
45. “Church lady” Carvey
49. Professional nursing group
50. Telegraphic signal
54. Atomic #22

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Sponsored by 

Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to determine the phrase.
erhmots yda

Answer: Mother’s Day 
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Bryan’s 

251 East Walker Dr.251 East Walker Dr.
352-473-4006352-473-4006

www.bryansace.comwww.bryansace.com

All of your floral  
and gift needs in 

two convenient locations!

352-473-0352
800-255-6959

www.sweetpsflorist.com155 S Lawrence Blvd.
(352) 473-8684

Slip-ons Reefs

Bogg Bags

Home Decor

JewelryYankee Candles

By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Charlie Van Zant Jr. 
was hired as the new city manager in Janu-
ary. More than 100 days into his new job, he 
said time flies when you’re having fun.

“I’m loving it and the great people I work 
with. It’s rewarding to give back to the com-
munity I grew up in.” Van Zant said. 

“The people are the highlight of the 
job, such as interacting with citizens and 
working with the public works – great guys. 
They do a good job keeping the city looking 
welcoming.”

One of Van Zant’s first tasks as city man-
ager was purchasing the lot on the intersec-
tion of State Roads 100 and 21, which was 
finalized on April 1. 

Van Zant said his role as city manager 
has changed the pace from previous jobs, 
notably as Superintendent of Clay County 
District Schools and Leuitentent Colonel of 
the Florida National Guard. With those past 
two positions, in particular, Van Zant relied 
on his managerial style to delegate tasks. 

He said a small community like Keystone 
Heights with a smaller staff requires a more 
hands-on approach.  As city manager, his 
goal is to execute the city council’s vision, 

especially they develop a strategic plan in 
the coming months. He said he fostered 
a professional relationship with each city 
council member, and they knew each other 
previously before he was hired for the job. 

“None of us didn’t know each other,” he 
said. 

Van Zant’s father was Councilmember 
Tony Brown’s pastor. He is neighbors with 

First 100 days in office: 

Charlie Van Zant reflects on new job as Keystone City Manager

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Charlie Van Zant Jr. stands with his family.

SEE CITY, 10
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

MIDDLEBURG – Civic and elected leaders 
believed the sports teams would come if 
they built the Clay County Regional Sports 
Complex.

And they will.
The demand for the eight multipurpose 

fields on State Road 
21, a mile north of 
SR 16, has been so 
intense the county’s 
parks and recre-
ation department 
has already had to 
juggle its schedule 
to keep up with 
demands.

A college la-
crosse tournament 
for last weekend 
was rescheduled 
for later, which will 
make this weekend’s Jaguars NFL FLAG 

Regional Tournaments the first events for 
the $7 million complex.

There will be 97 teams from 11 different 
divisions for children 9-through-13 com-
peting in five-on-five games on April 13. 
Winners of each division will advance to 
the NFL FLAG Championships in Canton, 
Ohio, on July 18-21.

Then, on July 14, the NFL FLAG Jaguars 
Adult Regional Tournament will be played 
at the complex.

The two-day event will attract about 
1,500 people. One of the rules for NFL 
FLAG is if a team has to travel more than 
60 miles, it must book a local room through 
the league.

Not bad for an opening weekend.
“Tourism had an increase of nearly 10% 

In generated fees, which all add up to about 
nearly $300 per household in funding,” said 
County Commissioner and Chairman of 
the Tourist Development Council. “That’s 
money that our citizens don’t have to pay 

OF THE MONTH

Don Coble

WordWord
Word of the Week is a feature that 

aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practi-
cal application. Each week, our editorial 
staff presents a word, its definition and 
its use in a sentence.

Occlude: (UH-klood) a verb mean-
ing to hide or obscure from prominence 
or view.

“The moon will occlude the sun 
completely during a total solar eclipse.”

OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about 
the county commission, the school board or your city council 
or commission, sit down and take a few moments to write us 

a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and 
write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to 
local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right 
to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your 

email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

SEE COMPLEX, 5

SEE YARD, 5

Now that Clay Regional Sports Complex is done, let them come

NFL FLAG PHOTOS

The first event at the Clay County Regional 
Sports Complex will involve nearly 1,000 
children, followed by as many as 500 
adults a day later in the Jaguars NFL FLAG 
Adult Region Tournament.

Picking the right plants, 
locations for your yard
By StatePoint Meda
 For The Herald

The perfect landscape may start with a 
healthy, lush lawn, but for interest and depth, 
you’ll also need to consider the surrounding 
plants.

Thankfully, it’s easy to make considerable 
improvements to your backyard life using 
professional tips. Landscape designer Doug 
Scott has partnered with lawn care equip-
ment manufacturer Exmark, to offer these 
tips for selecting and installing plants that 
will beautify your outdoor living areas.

Choosing plants
• Choose plants well-suited for your 

specific growing conditions. Knowing your 
growing zone is important. However, you 
should also be mindful of how conditions 
like sun exposure can change as you move 
around your yard.

• Choose the right size plants for the 
space. Remember that what you’re planting 
today is much smaller than what it will be 
once it’s matured. Always read a plant’s care 
label to understand its optimal growing 
conditions and size at maturity.

• From a design perspective, think about 
texture, layers and drifts. When addressing 
the overall texture of your planting beds, 
choose plants that vary in form, size, color 
and leaf structure. This will create greater 
interest and a more visually appealing and 
enjoyable space in which to spend time.
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Yard
from page 4

Five years ago, 2019
•  The Clay County Agricultural Fair was 

highly anticipated to bring in 130,000 visitors 
and $52 million to the local economy. 

• The Cummer Museum’s Mason Gallery 
closed the six-month exhibition, “Augusta 
Savage: Renaissance Woman.” It featured 
sculptures, paintings, photographs and letters 
from Savage, the world-renowned artist born 
in 1892 in Green Cove Springs.

• A bill allowing Florida drivers to be 
pulled over for texting while driving emerged 
from its final committee after the House State 
Affairs Committee approved the measure. 

The bill would eventually be signed into law. 
• Randy Anderson was newly elected 

onto the Orange Park Town Council. Cur-
rently, he has served as the town mayor since 
2021. 

10 years ago, 2014
• Steve Howard, who ran unopposed, 

and Eugene Nix, who defeated incumbent 
Marge Hutton, were both sworn into office at 
Orange Park Town Hall. Howard was voted in 
as the new mayor of Orange Park. 

• The Lakeside Junior High’s boys and girls 
track teams win the Clay County Champion-

ship.
• The Board of County Commissioners 

hired attorney Michael Kahn to to help pre-
vent the adult entertainment industry from 
taking root in Clay County. 

20 years ago, 2004
• Clay County Sheriff Scott Lancaster 

characterized a grand jury review into agency 
misappropriation of funds was not an indi-
cation of guilt but “a welcome sign that the 
process of review is nearing conclusion.”

• Robert Page and Deborah Ricks were 
elected to the Green Cove Springs City 
Council.  

• AmeriCredit closed its branch in Clay 
County. Employees were handed out boxes 
for their belongings and severance packages 

based on length of employment. 

30 years ago, 1994
• Clay County Agricultural Fair President 

Marvin Wilhite said the 8th annual fair hit 
new attendance records with upwards of 
105,000 guests attending that year.

40 years ago, 1984
• The Clay County Board of Commission-

ers voted unanimously to prohibit topless 
dancing in establishments where liquor was 
sold. Commissioners said the measure was 
proactive and intended to head off any push 
to offer nude or semi-nude establishments in 
Clay County.

This Month in History

Complex
from page 4
because visitors come into our county. They 
have a great experience, spend their money 
in hotels and shops. Those are tax dollars 
from their transactions, services and bene-
fits. Remember that about sports tourism, 
tourism in general. It’s nice for them to visit, 
leave their money, and then go home. That’s 
the way it works.”

The county partnered with Airstream 
Adventures to attract events in 2020. Head-
ed by longtime sports marketing profes-
sional Alan Verlander, Airstream landed 
contracts for events like Motosurf, Inspire 
National Dance Competition, Minor League 
Golf Tour, American Cornhole League 
tournament, First Coast Rugby Classic Tour-
nament, USA Cycling, Kayak Bass Fishing, 
Florida Roundnet (Spike Ball) Tournament 
and the Sunshine State Games.

Verlander was behind the NFL FLAG 
contracts, and he’s already booked the 
Florida Prep Lacrosse Showcase, the United 
Flag Football League Championship and 
Spike the Ball Regional Championship. 
He said he’s currently negotiating to bring 
two more Florida Lacrosse Showcases, 

seven-on-seven and five-on-five regional 
football championships, another United 
Flag Football League Championship, Collee 
Lacrosse Spring Break Round Robin, United 
Rugby Championship, High School and 
Middle School Cross Country Meets with 
more than 1,000 runners and Punt, Pass and 

Kick Championships.
The complex was officially opened on 

April 5. The first phase includes eight multi-
purpose fields, restrooms, a three-quarter-
mile walking trail and paved parking for 350 
cars. Five of the fields are lighted. The fields 
can host soccer, lacrosse, flag football, field 
hockey, spike ball and ultimate disk golf.

Carlton Construction President Matt 
Carlton said it took “approximately 30,000 
man-hours” to complete the project.

The 250-acre complex borders land 
owned by the North Florida Land Trust. 
County Director of Tourism Kimberly Mor-
gan said the county and NFLT will partner to 
build trails through the wilderness.

But make no mistake: Clay County Re-
gional Sports Complex is good for business.

“Florida sports tourism also supports 
nearly one million part-time and full-time 
jobs throughout the state every year,” Cella 
said. “And we want Clay County to get our 
fair share of that business.”

For a lush look, think about layers when 
considering composition. Much like in a 
painting, you should have a background, 
middle ground, and foreground layers. Your 
background layer should consist of taller 
evergreen shrubs to provide something alive 
and green to look at all year long, no matter 
what’s happening in front of them. Your mid-
dle ground layer should be lower than the 
background layer to create interest and is 

where you can add a contrasting evergreen 
shrub or pop of color with a perennial plant. 
Finally, your foreground layer should help 
transition the planting beds to your lawn 
space. You can accomplish this with smaller 
perennials, evergreens, annuals or creeping 
ground covers.

When addressing drifts, read the plant 
labels to know how large they’ll grow. This 
can help ensure plants grow in together as 
they mature but are not overcrowded.

Installing them
1. Dig a hole that’s about two times the 

diameter of the pot your plant’s being trans-
planted from and about the depth of the pot.

2. Mend in compost or soil conditioner 
to give your plant the organic material it 
needs to thrive. If you’d like, add slow-release 
fertilizer and mix well.

3. Place your plant in the hole, ensuring it 
sits at or above the level it did in the pot.

4. Backfill with soil, stopping to add water 
when the hole is about halfway full.

5. Fill the rest of the hole with soil, then 
firmly press down.

6. Soak your plant with more water.
7. Finish by adding mulch, ensuring it’s 

pulled away from the base of your plant.
Scott offers more insights in “How to 

Choose Plants for Landscaping,” a recent 
episode of “Done-in-a-Weekend Projects,” 
an original series from Exmark. To watch the 
video, visit Backyard Life, part of a unique 
multimedia destination focusing on helping 
homeowners make the most of outdoor 
spaces.

“Now that you have the inspiration and 
know-how needed to choose and install 
plant material, you can create landscaping 
that reflects who you are and how you’d like 
to live outside,” Scott said.
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We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

NWS Jacksonville renews Clay County’s StormReady Certification
For The Herald

CLAY COUNTY – The National Weather 
Service - Jacksonville presented Clay County 
Emergency Management with its renewed 
StormReady Certification. 

The NWS StormReady program prepares 
communities with the communication 
and safety skills needed to save lives and 
property before, during, and after a weather 
event. StormReady communities are better 
prepared to save lives from severe weather 
through advanced planning, education and 
awareness.

StormReady takes a grassroots approach 
to assisting communities with developing 
plans to handle all kinds of extreme weather. 

Communities involved in the program 
are encouraged to take on new, proactive 
approaches to improving local hazardous 
weather operations.

The NWS inspected the Emergency 
Management program, interviewed staff, 
reviewed plans, and examined community 
outreach and preparedness education. 
Historically, we have held this certification-
and are proud to continue to be recognized 
with this distinction. To be StormReady, a 
community must:

Establish a 24-hour warning point and 
emergency operations center

Have more than one way to receive 
severe weather warnings and forecasts and 
to alert the public

Angie Enyedi with the NWS Jacksonville 
presents , EMS Manager Tim Devin and Clay 
County Manager Howard Wanamaker with 
the StormReady Certification. 

Create a system that monitors weather 
conditions locally

Promote the importance of public readi-
ness through community seminars

Develop a formal hazardous weather 
plan, which includes training severe weather 
spotters and holding emergency exercises.



THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024 7KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

A smiling face helps open your phone and, at Capital City Bank, it helps 
open lasting relationships. We’re proud of our online banking and app, 
yet face-to-face is how we get to know you personally and match your 

financial needs with the best banking solutions. ccbg.com.

The best kind of
facial recognition

is face-to-face.

Shelly-Ann Watson 
Universal Banker

By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Monday, April 1, 
was Councilmember Steve Hart’s last day as 
an elected official for the city council.

The city staff had a surprise – and it 
wasn’t an April Fool’s joke. It was a genuine, 
emotional token of appreciation.

Hart was presented with a plaque com-
memorating his decade of public service. 
Each member of the city council said Hart 
would be missed. 

Hart served as vice mayor when Coun-
cilmember Tony Brown was mayor. When 
Brown was out sick and seeking treatment, 
Hart often stepped up. 

“To say it has been a pleasure to work 
with you would be an understatement,” City 
attorney Rich Komando said. 

Hart was described as someone who 
put the needs of the community front and 
center. Komando said that out of all the city 
council members or legislatures he worked 
with, Hart was unique. 

“You did something I had never seen 
before. You introduced legislation on the city 
council, talked with community members, 
heard that they were opposed, and then 
came back to the next city council meet-
ing to vote against your own legislation,” 

Komando said. 
“It happens,” Hart said. 
One of Hart’s cornerstone achievements 

was founding the Keystone Heights Heritage 
Commission, which Mayor Nina Rodenroth 
previously served on. 

“I had a good group of people to work 
with,” Hart said.

“It’s good to serve with dedicated people.”

Councilmember Hart surprised 
with plaque after decade of service

STAFF PHOTOS BY JACK RANDALL

Keystone Heights City Councilman Steve Hart 
receives a plaque as a token of appreciation 
on his last day April 1 after serving on the city 
council for a decade.

Keystone Heights City Councilman Steve Hart, Mayor Nina Rodenroth and city attorney Rich 
Komando.

ORANGE PARK 
– Spring is here 
and summer is on 
its way, so there 
is no better time 
to prepare for a 

cruise or to plan a trip 
to a foreign land. Now is your chance 

to get your new passport application pro-
cessed by one of our expert clerks without 
having to take a day off work during the 
week.

The event will be at the Clerk of Court’s 

Orange Park Branch at 1590 Park Ave. in 
Orange Park on Saturday, April 27, from 8 
a.m. to noon. 

A passport is an internationally rec-
ognized travel document attesting to the 
holder’s identity. The Clerk of Court is the 
local government agency that may accept 
applications for passports and send them 
to passport services designated by the 
Secretary of State where they are reviewed 
and returned by mail. Standard processing 
takes four-to-six weeks; expedited takes 
about two-to-three weeks.

Clerk of Court hosting Passport 
Day event April 27
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By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – On Jan. 31, 1971, 
Apollo 14 launched into outer space, and two 
astronauts rode Command Module “Kitty 
Hawk” down onto the rocky lunar service. 

Astronaut Stuart Roosa – and about 500 
seeds – remained circling in the Moon’s orbit. 

The three astronauts splashed down in 
the Pacific Ocean nine days later. Roosa’s 
seeds were then distributed nationwide, and 
many germinated into healthy, full-sized 
“Moon trees.”

Keystone Heights has its own Moon 
tree, standing tall on the corner of Lawrence 
Boulevard and Oriole Street, near the library 
and the city hall. 

Only about 100 accounted for Moon trees 
in the United States.

Bob Byrnes was the one who brought 
the “out of this world” tree back to Keystone 
Heights, and actually, it was an unexpected 
gift. 

Byrnes has always been an avid gar-
dener. One day, he was browsing through a 
magazine article when he stumbled upon an 
article about Dr. Bob Hayes, a geneticist and 
researcher with the U.S. Forest Service, select-

ing trees to have a more beautiful fall color. 
In 1982, Byrnes contacted Hayes and 

drove to his home in Gulfport, Mississippi. 
The two hit it off great (as all gardeners do), 
and Byrnes was invited to spend the night. 

Then, Hayes invited him to his nursery, eager 
to show him a prized possession. 

“It was the Moon Sycamore. By then, the 
seed had germinated into a sizeable sprout,” 
Byrnes said. 

Around the Moon and back: The Moon Tree
Planted in Keystone Heights’ backyard roughly 40 years ago

STAFF PHOTOS BY JACK RANDALL

Bob Byrnes pointing to the display board in front of the Moon Tree.

The Moon Tree in Keystone Heights on the 
corner of Lawrence Boulevard and Oriole 
Street

“He appreciated my interest. He said, ‘You 
need to have this plant!’” Byrnes said. 

Hayes himself received the seed from the 
University of Florida. 

The two gardeners traded plants (as all 
gardeners do) and Byrnes drove the sizable 
sapling back home. 

The tree was planted in its current loca-
tion in 1984, roughly 40 years ago. Byrnes 

SEE MOON, 9
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CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
MULTI MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER  

EVERY YEAR SINCE 2008  

Experience  
matters. 

DMurphyRealtor460@gmail.com 
(352) 281-3026

• Over 18 years of specialized knowledge 
• Commitment to clients best interest
• Guidance through every step of the process

DEIRDRE MURPHY, CRS

Call or text

Deirdre Murphy 
(352)281-3026

Let me help you with your next move!

Moon
from page 8
attributes that to Leona Terry, a previous 
Keystone Heights City Clerk. 

“I met her. I gave her the tree. We dis-
cussed putting it some place on the property.”

Byrnes said Terry was indispensable not 
just for the Moon Tree, but for many trees in 
city limits. 

“She was involved in forestry. She got Key-
stone Heights certified as a Tree City. If you 
drive around, you’ll see a sign that says, ‘Tree 
City.’ That was because of Terry.” 

A municipality must meet the standards 
set by the Arbor Day Foundation to be a 
Tree City. There are about 3,400 Tree Cities 
throughout the U.S. Several ideas for the 
Keystone Heights Parks Master Plan have 
been proposed. One idea was to make the 
Moon Tree a distinguished focal point in the 
community by adding seating arrangements 
and lights around the tree’s base or canopy.

Councilmember Dan Lewandowski has 
expressed an interest in cultivating the next 
generation, the “Child of the Moon Tree,” so 
that history can be preserved in case the city’s 
beloved sycamore suffers an unexpected 
ailment.  Originally, the scientific purpose be-
hind the Moon Trees was to discern whether 
exposure to outer space and harsh radiation 
would have any effect on the seeds. Today, 
the tree is strong and sturdy. Byrnes hopes 
the tree stays healthy and growing for many 
years. 

“They’re pretty tough plants. I seldom see 
any disease or insects with the sycamore. 
It’s one of the most distributed trees in the 
country. There’re not many places it won’t 
grow,” he said. 

Even after a trip around the Moon.

For The Herald

ORANGE PARK – PACE Clay marked a sig-
nificant milestone on Wednesday, March 27, 
when it hosted its highly anticipated Believ-
ing in Girls Luncheon. This event, known as 
the largest community fundraiser of the year, 
attracted more than 150 guests, including lo-
cal professionals, businesses, and community 
leaders, all converging to show their support 
for girls in their community, including Sheriff 
Michelle Cook, former Florida Sen. Rob Brad-
ley, Superintendent David Broskie, Keystone 
Heights Mayor Nina Rodenroth and School 
Board Vice-Chair Mary Bolla.

This year’s event was exceptional, with 
the recognition of 18 seniors, constituting the 
largest graduating class yet. Their achieve-
ments served as a testament to the transfor-
mative impact of Pace Clay’s programs.

“This year, Pace Clay focused on three 
important enhancements to our work: first, 
community engagement, especially volun-
teerism; second, career development,” said 
Genelle Thomas, Pace Executive Director. We 
now offer onsite ASVAB, PSAT, SAT, and CLT 

testing, numerous college and trade school 
tours, job shadowing opportunities, and role 
modeling from community professionals. 
We do all this to ensure our girls have a path 
to success after Pace, allowing them to be 
employed and self-sufficient. And third, 
family engagement. We believe our girls are 
more successful when we partner with their 

families.
“Therefore, we launched a new Family 

Night series and have begun to increase 
family support efforts. This year, our academ-
ic outcome measurements show that 100% 
of girls who transitioned from Pace Clay this 
year improved academically based on course 
completions, grades, and standardized test-
ing scores.”

Pace Clay’s commitment to fostering this 
supportive community was evident in their 
expanding reach. Currently serving 55 girls 
in their Day Program on a newly constructed 
campus and 35 girls through their Reach 
Program, which provides vital mental health 
therapy in nine Clay County Schools, the 
organization continues to make significant 
strides in its mission. 

At the heart of the luncheon was a 
profound belief in the power of community 
support. Every girl, it was emphasized, de-
serves a network of encouragement and em-
powerment to realize her full potential. This 
sentiment resonated deeply as speakers and 
participants alike shared stories of resilience, 
growth and triumph.

Believing in Girls celebrates largest graduating class at PACE

PACE Senior Synclair and Dabree 
Amrine-Jones, Reach Therapist and Retired 
Senior Chief.
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WATER WELL CONTRACTING
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NORTH FLORIDA 
WELL DRILLING

& PUMP 
SERVICE LLC

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local  
Water Experts

Come by The Office For A 
Water Quality Analysis And 
A Free Treatment Estimate

105 Commercial Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-3204

Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

If implemented, Prange said the entire 
project could cost between $22 million and 
$23 million.

Councilmember Dan Lewandowski, who 
has a background in aerospace engineering, 
said he was impressed with the comprehen-
siveness of the proposals’ technical analysis. 
But he was concerned with the price tag. 
Prange said that CCUA may be willing to 
contribute financially, now that it has actual 
figures regarding the airport’s water needs. 
He also said the city council could take 
advantage of grants that financially assist 
efforts to retire septic systems and remove 
small well systems. 

“Certainly, a plan like this helps us go 
after those kinds of sources if we show we 
have a plan and how much it’s going to cost. 
We have a much greater chance of winning 
money than if we have no plan at all. So, this 
is a really great start,” Lewandowski said.  

Because residents of Bradford County 
benefit from the airport, which is located on 
the county line, Lewandowski said it would 
be beneficial to reach out to them for their 
cooperation as well.

Airport
from page 1

Mayor Nina Rodenroth. 
Van Zant moved to the city in 1981. Be-

fore he could propose to his wife, Stephanie, 
he had to take her back to his hometown 
as if to say, “This is who I am. This is where 
I come from.” His upbringing in Keystone 

City
from page 3

Heights is a fundamental aspect of who he is. 
He was a pilot during his service in the 

military. He said, on occasion, he would fly 
for two hours, swoop down at the Keystone 
Heights airport, grab a coffee and return to 
the skies. He was deployed to Afghanistan, 
where he supported navigation operations. 

Van Zant is excited about the city’s cen-
tennial next year. He wants to preserve the 
city’s history and expand new horizons. 

“This is a brand-new chapter. I’ve always 

been mission-focused. Applying for city 
manager felt like the right thing to do. Citi-
zens deserve every bit of attention as I have 
with every student or soldier,” he said. 

He says there is an open-door policy as 
city manager. 

“If someone often comes into the office, 
I’ll recognize the voice. Everyone’s input is 
valuable. I am honored to serve the citizens 
of Keystone and welcome their input.”
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TEAL 
TILE

Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Concert on the Green 2024 Student Poster Contest winners
For Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Concert on the 
Green auditions and submissions for the 
Young Artist Competitions for 2024 are in!

Students competed in the Art/Poster 
Contest and in the Music Instrumental and 
Music Vocalist categories. Concert on the 
Green awards scholarships to young art-
ists in amounts up to $1,000, as well as 
cash prizes and school grants that support 
music and art.

Since its inception in 1987, Concert 
on the Green has awarded more than 
$400,000 to support students gifted in art 
and music. For more information, please 
reach out to paulacog22@gmail.com.

First place: Colette Jones, eighth grade, Lakeside Junior High ‘The Colors of Our Community’, Teacher Sandra Wiggains. Second place: Harlie 
Wilson eighth grade, Lake Asbury Junior High ‘The Festival’, Teacher Desiree Stone Third place: Amelia Cobb, 8th Grade, Lakeside Junior High 
‘The Colors of Music’, Teacher Sandra Wiggains.

First place: Graham Johnston, 12th grade, 
Fleming Island High ‘The Hornist’, Teacher 
Michael Green
Second place: Aaliyah Anna-Lee Mota, 12th 
grade, Fleming Island High ‘Warm and Cool 
Music’, Teacher Michael Green
Third place: Kalia Polete, 12th grade, Fleming 
Island High ‘Musical Art’, Teacher Michael 
Green
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352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

POOL HOME

$399,999

10 ACRE FARM LAKE ACCESS

$382,000 $349,000

10 ACRES SINGLE FAM

LAKE ACCESS

IN-LAW SUITE

55+ GOLF COMMUNITY

6776 SW 91st Circle
Ocala, FL

4186 SE 2nd Ave
Keystone Heights, FL

$225,000

145 N Orange Street
Starke, FL

$340,000

7635 Long Lake Road
Keystone Heights, FL

5064 Klare Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

$220,000

6004 SE US 301
Hawthorne, FL

$350,000 $480,000

5270 Almond Court
Keystone Heights, FL

970 S Lawrence Blvd
Keystone Heights, FL

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

"We  Mak e  I t  H a p p e n "
 https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p

363 SE 73rd Street
Starke, FL

$325,000

COMMERCIAL
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352-475-2199 | 352-481-4436
www.cbisaacrealty.com

55+ WATERFRONT

$375,000

SINGLE FAMILY 18 ACRES

$385,000 $135,000

3.8 ACRES LAKE SANTA FE

9 ACRES

NEW CONSTRUCTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION PLANT NURSERY

4963 SE 9th Place
Keystone Heights, FL

3075 SR 21 #2
Melrose, FL

$185,000

4435 SE 8th Ave
Keystone Heights, FL

$300,000

7807 Bundy Lake Road
Keystone Heights, FL

3472 NW 198th Street
Starke, FL

$585,000

20523 NE 45th Place
Hawthorne, FL

$405,000 $229,900

14946 NE 143rd Terrace
Waldo, FL

4352 SE CR 21B
Keystone Heights, FL

VIRTUAL PARADE OF HOMES

"We  Mak e  I t  H a p p e n "
 https://bit.ly/3eD1k7p

00 NE 140th Ave
Waldo, FL

$625,000
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Expert Cleaners LLC
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Residential and Commercial Cleaning
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Pressure Washing 

Insured, Licensed & Bonded
Find us on: 

FREEESTIMATES!

10% OFF
ANY SERVICE

EXPERT CLEANERS LLC
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. Expires 12/31/23. PVR

904.414.2300

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

J-G
  

 

Winning the 
fight against 
human trafficking
Law enforcement agencies make 
significant progress in first year

By Don Coble 
don@claytodayonline.com

The seven law enforcement agencies and the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office that make up the North-
east Florida INTERCEPT Task Force reunited 
last week to report the first-year success of 
their program to target those suspected of 
human trafficking and child exploitation.

In one year, the group got 21 convictions, 
which led to 18 sentences of more than 148 
years in prison.

“These agency executives formed a board 
together to put this together,” said Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Undersheriff Ron Lendvay, 
Chairman and Executive Board member of 
the NEFL INTERCEPT.

“So, this is a true group effort and a team, 
not just spearheaded by a particular agency. 
INTERCEPT work to combat these crimes is 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Law enforcement members who make up NEFL INTERCEPT released the results of their 
first-year effort to battle human trafficking and child exploitation.

difficult, dangerous, detail oriented and very 
technical, but it’s absolutely vital to keeping 
our young and vulnerable safe from exploita-
tion. All the partners you see here today 
are committed to working together as the 
intercept Task Force to amplify our successes, 
erase jurisdictional boundaries, and take a 
regional approach to protecting the vulnera-
ble in Northeast Florida,” Lendvay said. 

The task force consists of the Clay, St. 
Johns, Jacksonville, Nassau and Putnam 
county sheriff’s offices, Homeland Security 
Investigations-Jacksonville and the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement.

The group organized on March 2 last year. 
Since then, the contributed deputies have 
investigated 663 cyber tips from the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 
initiated 583 investigations and issued 85 
search warrants. They’ve examined 224 
electronic devices and 6.3 million images and 

videos containing more than 75,000 videos 
and images of child sexual activity.

“The focus of INTERCEPT is human traf-
ficking and online, online sexual exploitation 
of children,” Lendvay said.

“Human trafficking involves the use of 
force, fraud or coercion to obtain some labor 
or commercial sex act from another. The key 
element in human trafficking cases is not 
the movement of the victim but rather the 
exploitation of that thing. “The online sexual 
exploitation of children manifests itself in 
various forms, from online enticement to the 
distribution of child sexual abuse material 
to sextortion. Online enticement involves 
an individual communicating with a child 
over the internet with the intent to commit 
a sexual offense. Offenders who traffic child 
sexual abuse material share photo and video 
files across the internet and dark web and 
victimize the child each time the image of the 

reviews is shared.
“Sextortion occurs when a minor has 

shared an explicit themselves with someone 
they mistakenly trusted, who then black-
mails them into producing additional sexual 
content, meeting for sexual activity, or paying 
to keep their images from being shared. 
The disturbing reality is that the web-based 
platforms and applications we use daily to 
connect and share information, including 
social media, online gaming and email, are all 
used for illegal and illicit purposes,” Lendvay 
said. 

Florida Rep. Sam Garrison (R-Fleming 
Island) helped secure $1 million in funding in 
the current budget for NEFL INTERCEPT for 
a forensic lab.

“Our brand is family. We believe in a 
culture of life and that every life and child 
matters,” he said. “We’re going to fight for 
those kids, especially the ones that are for-
gotten, the ones that find themselves in these 
situations.”

Middle District of Florida U.S. Attorney 
Roger Handberg is responsible for prose-
cuting many of the offenders. He singled 
out three cases – two from Clay County – as 
successes from the program’s first year.

He mentioned the 20-year sentence for 
former Orange Park Athletic Association 
softball coach Andrew Lynn Overheul, who 
was caught using his cellphone recording a 
12-year-old girl taking a shower at his house. 
When investigators from CCSO seized his 
phone, they found “hundreds” of other imag-
es of girls, Handberg said.

Another case involved former JSO offer 
Alejandro Carmona-Fonseca, who was sen-
tenced to 12 years for attempting to entice a 
16-year-old boy to send inappropriate photos 
after meeting him at the Lake Asbury gym.

“The work that you are doing is saving 
lives, and it’s resulting in victims being res-
cued and offenders being brought to justice,” 
Handberg said. “The Northeast Florida IN-
TERCEPT Task Force did not hit the ground 
running; they hit the ground sprinting.

“There’s much that I can say about the 
dedication of the investigators and prosecu-
tors who tackle these disturbing and often 
heartbreaking cases. I’ll simply say to them, 
‘Thank you.’ Thank you for the hard work that 
you do. Thank you for the long hours and late 
nights that you put into investigating your 
cases.”

There have been 31 arrests and 16 indict-
ments for child exploitation and human traf-
ficking in the past year. There also have been 
eight arrests resulting from sexual battery, 
bestiality and video voyeurism, according to 
NEFL INTERCEPT figures.
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LakeAreaVets.com

HAWTHORNE 7410 SE US Hwy 301 352-481-4333
•Hawthorne: 8:30-5pm Tues.-Thurs.

Amber Rea, DVM & Associates

Like us on 
Facebook!

MELROSE: 8762 State Road 21 352-475-2326  
Hours: 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 8:00am - 2:00pm Saturday

• Digital X-ray
• Dental X-ray
•  Dental Cleanings  

and Oral Surgery
• Ultrasound 
• Therapeutic Laser
• Vaccine Packages

• Microchipping
•  Avian and Exotic Care
•  Euthanasia and  

Hospice Services
• Boarding
• Endoscopy
•  Spay and Neuter Services
•  Emergency/Critical Care
• Orthopedic Surgery

Full Service Hospital  
with Boarding 

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

Marshall Gallop, CRMP
Reverse Mortgage Specialist

www.marshallgallop.com
KHHS Class of 1969

NMLS#450841 | Corporate NMLS #1025B94
1452 N. US Hwy - Suite 110
Ormond Beach, FL - 32174

c 904.662.2634
mgallop@mutualmortgage.com

CCDS Student Art Show 
premiers April 26-27

ORANGE PARK – The 35th Annual Clay 
County District Schools Student Art Show 
will be on Friday and Saturday, April 26-27, 
at the Thrasher-Horne Conference Center.

Doors open at 4 p.m. on Friday, and the 
opening celebration begins at 6 p.m. Satur-
day, doors open at 10 a.m. and the awards 
ceremony begins at 5 p.m.

In addition to wonderful art displays, 
students and families can explore the Family 
and Community Engagement room, watch 
student artists working on their craft, hear 
and see performances while viewing art-
work, and more. This event is free and open 
to the public.

Wreaths Across America mobile 
education exhibit April 26

FLEMING ISLAND – Wreaths Across 
America at Jacksonville Memorial Gardens 
is proud to announce a local stop for the 
WAA Mobile Education Exhibit national 

 Community 
tour.

The MME started its tour at WAA Head-
quarters in Maine and will be on Fleming 
Island on Friday, April 26 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church at 7190 U.S. Highway 17 for 
a scheduled event that is free and open to 

the public. 
“The goal of the Wreaths Across Amer-

ica Mobile Education Exhibit is to bring 
communities together and teach about the 
organization’s mission,” Karen Worcester, 
Executive Director of WAA.

She said, “The exhibit serves as a mobile 
museum, educating visitors about the 
service of our nation’s heroes and serving as 
an official ‘welcome home’ station for our 

nation’s Vietnam veterans.” 
WAA is a nonprofit known for placing 

wreaths on veteran’s headstones at Arlington 
National Cemetery. However, in 2023, the 
organization placed millions of sponsored 
veteran wreaths at over 4,100 participating 
locations nationwide. Wreaths Across Amer-
ica Mobile Education Exhibit to Fleming 
Island.
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Ernie Cohen Lifetime Achievement Award

Nancy C. Keating
Nancy has demonstrated commitment to 

people of all different abilities, faiths, colors, 
backgrounds, and status. She has been an ac-
tive member of the Green Cove Springs Rotary 
Club since 1990 and was the first female mem-
ber of the club. Nancy has worked tirelessly to 
raise funds for the Clay High School Scholarship 
Fund. She is also currently the chairperson for 
the Annual Rotary 
Swine and Dine which 
benefits many local 
non-profits. Nancy has 
given countless hours 
to the Clay County 
Special Olympics 
organization and 
serves the Sacred 
Heart Church as a 
eucharistic minister. 
She was instrumental 
in the Food Pantry be-
coming the successful 
organization it is today. 
She is also a member of 
100 Women Who Care, 
board member of PET Florida, and Rotarians for 
the Development of Youth.  Nancy C. Keating 
is a deliberate, dedicated and loving person 
whose good works and caring demeanor have 
been quietly and thoughtfully practiced for 
over 50 years in Clay County.

Bea Robinson
Over the past 35 years, Bea has been a 

steadfast pillar of support, witnessing the 
growth and evolution of The Clothes Closet 
and Food Pantry. At the remarkable age of 90, 
Bea (a Clay County resident for 72 of those 
years) stands as a testament to unwavering 
commitment and compassion, embodying the 
spirit of volunteerism. Bea’s journey began as 
she stepped into the community in a caregiv-
ing role for The Clothes Closet and Food Pan-
try’s founder, Madeline Moore. As clients walk 
through the front door, Bea is at her sorting 
table meticulously evaluating donations with 
a warm smile, humming a song, ready to hug 

or take a moment 
to pray with a client 
or volunteer. She is 
always there offering 
a comforting pres-
ence to those seeking 
assistance. Bea 
Robinson exempli-
fies the true spirit of 
volunteerism, a spirit 
driven by empathy, 
resilience and an 
unwavering com-
mitment to making 
a positive impact on 
the lives of others. Her 
impact is imprinted on the very fabric of the 
organization, and her legacy will continue to 
inspire generations to come.

Charlotte Sarro
Charlotte has been a dedicated client of the 

Middleburg Senior Center, as well as a constant 
volunteer for over 20 
years. Charlotte helps 
with activities and 
meals, and her giving 
attitude and enthu-
siasm is contagious. 
Charlotte relocated 
to Florida to be closer 
to family and began 
attending the Middle-
burg Senior Center. 
She soon found her-
self volunteering in 
many different areas 
of the center starting 
with the kitchen, until 
she found the one, 
she genuinely loved - calling Bingo! She loves 
seeing older people pay attention and knows 
this helps keep their minds fresh and focused. 
Charlotte shared,  “I really love how excited they 
get when they win and get a prize!” The bingo 
participants love Charlotte too. They love her 
personality and spirit. 

Woman of the Year

Linda Ashley
Linda has been a volunteer with Communi-

ty Hospice & Palliative 
Care since 2017. As a 
former social worker, 
Linda understands the 
needs that may arise, 
and she has made 
herself available night 
or day. In 2016, she 
helped coordinate the 
hospice program at 
Penney Farms. Having 
come full circle, she is 
now a dedicated and 
loving volunteer for 
patients and families 
dealing with end-of-life 
situations. She is also a Community Educator 
for Advance Care Planning and Honoring 
Choices.   In Linda’s words,” I have loved every 
minute of helping patients and families at the 
most important time of their lives.”

Kay Earhart
Kay’s enthusiasm and dependability to 

serve on committees, work on projects, and 
attend district and state meetings, set her apart 
from the crowd as a leader in the Orange Park 
Women’s Club.  From 2021 to 2023, as Presi-
dent of the club, she led the “Chairs for Charity” 
campaign. Kay also introduced the first annual 
charity gala at the 
Orange Park Women’s 
Club in the fall of 2022 
benefiting the Mercy 
Support Services 
Building Fund. She 
currently serves as the 
First Vice-President of 
the Orange Park Wom-
en’s Club as well as 
House Chair, oversee-
ing all maintenance at 
the club. Other posi-
tions she has tackled 
through the Orange 
Park Women’s Club 

include chairing the International Committee, 
chairing the Community Service Program 
for Education and Libraries, and organizing a 
Christmas bazaar which benefited students at 
risk in Clay County. She loves to garden and has 
found an avenue to share that enjoyment with 
like minds in an outreach program that pro-
motes gardening and environmental education 
for schools and the community.  Kay is not just 
a spectator, but a participant in her community!

Joyce Hall
Joyce volunteers her time with the Pink 

Ribbon Symposium by finding locations, 
marketing the event, and organizing door 
prizes for 70-100 people. This event encourages 
and supports breast cancer survivors. She has 
also served as chairperson of the Orange Park 
Ladies Connecting, 
providing program 
direction, marketing, 
and speaking for the 
group which encour-
ages and inspires 
women. Joyce heads 
up the Christmas party 
for Teen Challenge, 
filling Christmas 
baskets and donating 
formals to women. 
She also donates 
clothing to their thrift 
store. She encourages 
small groups, mentors 
through Bible studies and ladies’ groups, and in-
spires others through her group speaking. She 
donates thousands of items including clothing 
and Avon products to additional clothes closets 
and food pantries. 

Ruthie Jennings
When you walk into the Orange Park Senior 

Center, you immediately feel a sense of fun, 
happiness, and well-being.  Part of this fun 
and happiness is Ruthie Jennings who is the 
Bingo caller, Karaoke DJ, and all-around helper 
of whatever needs to be done.  Ruthie helps 
create an atmosphere of family and makes 
the activities not only well attended (often 
over 70) and fun, but also beneficial to seniors’ 

Golden Years GalaGolden Years Gala   
The 17th annual Windsor Ortega Golden Years Gala will be celebrated on Wednesday, 

May 8, 2024. The Gala recognizes older adults for outstanding volunteer service in Clay 
County. This is a wonderful way to say “Thank You!” by celebrating someone you know for 
their extraordinary efforts. The categories are as follows: Ernie Cohen Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Volunteer Man of the Year and Volunteer Woman of the Year. In addition to recogniz-
ing the nominees, we will be awarding the Shepherd’s Center Outstanding Service Award. 
Senior adults are important to the community. They are a generation of high values, strong 
work ethic, commitment, integrity, generosity, and loyalty. Older adults are a wonderful 
example to all, showing that true fulfillment is to share their time and talents through service.

The Gala will be held at Sullivan Hall, 7190 U.S. Highway 17 S, Fleming Island, Wednes-
day, May 8. Breakfast will be served at 8:30a.m. There will be a live and silent auction and 
awards program. Tickets are $50; please call (904) 269-5315 to order yours today. The event 
benefits Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit which provides education 
for older adults to improve their quality of life. The award-winning educational program 
focuses on health, wellness, art, information technology, and history. 

A listing of the nominees and the Shepherd’s Center’s Outstanding Service Award winner 
with a summary of their activities follows.

Nancy C. Keating

Bea Robinson

Linda Ashley

Kay Earhart

Charlotte Sarro

Joyce Hall

NOMINEES
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camaraderie with each 
other and socialization 
during the various 
activities. Ruthie does 
all this while being 
the 24/7 caretaker 
to her mom who 
often attends with 
her. Ruthie is a “Jack 
of all Trades” and can 
always be someone 
management depends 
on to lend a hand with 
whatever they need. 
Ruthie, grandmother of 
9, including one set of 
twin grandsons who are Florida Police Officers.  
They keep the peace, and so does she at the 
Senior Center.  She is respected and loved by all 
the seniors and management staff. 

Liliana Kinmonth
Lily has been a volunteer at The Way Free 

Medical Clinic for over 8 years. Her roles have 
included working the front desk, triage, and 
translation for Spanish speaking patients. 
Through the Catholic 
Council of Wom-
en at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, she 
has also supported 
several non-profit 
groups including the 
Bear Essential Diaper 
Program, Diamond 
Nursing Home, Clay 
County Food Pantry, 
Charles E. Bennett Title 
1 Elementary School, 
and the Clothes Clos-
et. Lily is a member 
of the Military Vehicle 
Preservation Associ-
ation, an educational group whose mission 
statement is “History in Motion” that provides 
support for veterans. She has also worked with 
the First Coast Car Council, raising money for 
the Ronald McDonald House, for over 10 years. 
As her supervisor Cathy at The Way Free Clinic 
says, “Dependability, inspiration, enthusiasm - 
she has it all and then some.”

Sadako Long
At Advent Luther-

an Church, Sadako 
serves as a member 
of the Stewardship 
Board, the Endow-
ment Committee, the 
quilters group, and 
as Chair of the Tellers. 
Previously she served 
as the treasurer of the 
church council. The 
quilts she has helped 
create have been 
gifted to Habitat for 
Humanity, hospitalized 

church members and new moms, as well as 
Lutheran World Relief. As First Vice-President of 
the Garden Club of Orange Park, Sadako edits 
an award-winning yearbook. She is Treasurer of 
the Hummingbird Garden Club and Arranger 
Guild, manages the club’s website, and serves 
on the Publicity Committee which designs 
and sets up displays. Sadako helps make 
wreaths for the Historical Society Veteran’s Day 
programs at Magnolia Cemetery and designs 
flower arrangements to decorate Clarke House 
on Carrie Clarke Day. Sadako is a cheerful and 
dependable worker and is ready and willing to 
volunteer for any and all opportunities.

Man of the Year

Galen Bills
Galen Bills has been a CORE volunteer with 

Clay County Habitat for Humanity since 2009. 
He has helped build over 60 homes for individ-
uals and families in 
need. He also builds 
wheelchair ramps 
with the James Boys 
through Orange Park 
Methodist Church. He 
has personally served 
over 200 individuals 
in the county and 
volunteered over 
10,000 hours of his 
time with Clay County 
Habitat for Humanity. 
Driven by a passion for 
hands-on work and a 
commitment to giving 
back, Galen found 
the perfect outlet at Clay County Habitat for 
Humanity. He loves being able to build homes 
for other people and seeing the homes built 
come to life has been truly inspiring. Amy Clay, 
Habitat’s Volunteer Coordinator, shares, “Galen 
is an unsung hero at Clay Habitat, humbly, 
quietly, and precisely going about his work. His 
keen attention to detail has prompted him to 
start a project over from scratch more times 
than he would have liked. However, it speaks to 
his care, dedication, and integrity to ensuring 
that a Habitat homeowner will receive a quality 
home, done right.”

Bob Donnellon
Bob Donnellon is an example of every-

thing a volunteer should be kind, thoughtful, 
enthusiastic, and loving. Bob is a member of 
several non-profit organizations including St. 
Luke Catholic Church. Bob is there most days, 
and volunteers in many capacities including 
serving as Eucharistic Minister to the home-
bound, which allows him to bring communion 
to anyone who is unable to attend worship. In 
this position Bob witnesses situations that call 
for action. He assists those who are medically 
fragile, widows, or those who have limited 
abilities by organizing groups who cut grass, do 
yard clean-ups, build wheelchair ramps, paint 
houses, and make minor repairs. Bob works at 

St. Luke’s food pantry, 
organizes a group 
who donates food to 
homeless Middleburg 
High School students, 
assists with dinner 
baskets for “Operation 
Blessing”. He is also the 
main chef for dinners 
run by the Knights 
of Columbus. Finally, 
in Bob’s spare time, 
he creates memorial 
flag boxes to honor 
deceased veterans and 
first responders. 

Kenneth Johansen
Ken volunteers at Advent Lutheran Church, 

Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park (SCOOP), and 
Camp Chowenwaw.  He is past president of Ad-
vent Lutheran’s Church Council and currently 
serves as liaison from the Stewardship Board 
to the Endowment 
Committee. He has 
taught a Bible study 
class for ten years and 
is a singer with the 
Awaken Worship Team. 
Ken is a deacon and 
served as lector and 
assistant minister. He 
is a trained Stephen 
Minister at the church 
which allows him to 
spend one-on-one 
time with a grieving 
parishioner, providing 
support. At SCOOP Ken 
is a co-facilitator for 
the Current Events class. He spends 6-8 hours 
preparing each of the sessions he teaches on 
political issues. As a park naturalist, Ken served 
as a docent in the Nature Center at Clay County 
Camp Chowenwaw Park. Ken enjoys sharing his 
knowledge with everyone he meets!

John Merrill
John is known for his good will and desire 

to help others throughout the area.  He volun-
teers through the James Boys, a group of men 
who build wheelchair ramps to the homes of 
people who are not 
able to pay contrac-
tors to install ramps. 
He even helped 
rebuild the deck of 
one of the recipients. 
After completing the 
rebuild, John stayed 
to remove all the 
trash and loaded it 
into his truck, making 
two trips to the 
landfill. John has also 
volunteered his time 
and resources to the 
Thanksgiving Feast 

of Plenty put on by five Orange Park Churches. 
John is a woodworker, and his skills are well 
known by those in his community. John is 
happiest when there is a job to be done. John’s 
good neighbor attitude and approach to tack-
ling projects sets him apart from others.

Dave Neal
Dave volunteers at The Shepherd’s Center 

of Orange Park, Orange Park Rehab and Nursing 
Center, and Orange Park Athletic Association 
Baseball. He is a volunteer teacher at the 
Shepherd’s Center where he shares the rock 
‘n roll hits of the 1960’s and 1970’s. He hands 
out information he has researched on songs, 
artists, and the events that shaped the music 
of that time. Every 
other week he visits 
Orange Park Rehab 
and Nursing Center 
to share his music 
with the residents 
which brings many to 
a lively remembrance 
of songs they know 
and enjoy sharing why 
it meant something 
special to them. Dave 
also loves baseball; he 
coaches a 10–11-year-
old All Star team at 
OPAA. He teaches them 
the basics of baseball 
as the pitching coach and serves as a role 
model to these youth.  Dave’s love of music and 
baseball provides him the perfect outlet for his 
volunteer service. Lamar Smith

Lamar Smith
Lamar is the Green Cove Springs Senior 

Center’s “handy man.” 
He does anything that 
needs to be done, 
cleaning, maintenance 
and much more. The 
senior center serves 
around 55 clients per 
day. Lamar shows 
appreciation to the 
seniors he serves, and 
they do the same 
to him. His positive 
attitude is contagious 
as he greets and 
works with clients. 
Lamar saw a need for 
his skills when he was a client of the center, and 
he stepped into a volunteer role. Lamar will tell 
you that his favorite part of the day is putting a 
smile on someone’s face.

Ruthie Jennings

Liliana Kinmonth

Sadako Long

Galen Bills

Bob Donnellon

Kenneth Johansen

John Merrill

Dave Neal 

Lamar Smith 
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Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park 
Outstanding Service Award

Katy Kearson
Katy recently completed her term as the 

Board Chairman for the Shepherd’s Center of 
Orange Park during 2023. She also serves on 
the Fun Committee to 
schedule additional 
events each month, 
and the Gala Com-
mittee that plans the 
annual fund raiser to 
honor our volunteers. 
Besides serving on 
various committees, 
she attends a wide va-
riety of classes to learn, 
enjoy, and fellowship 
with others. Katy is an 
active member of the 
Orange Park Woman’s 
Club where she chairs 
the Health & Wellness Committee which works 
to support Ronald McDonald House, Lion’s 
Club, Breast Cancer Awareness, Heart Month, 
mental health, and many other worthwhile 
projects. In addition, she is involved in the Civic 
Engagement and Outreach Committee and 
the Education and Libraries Committee. She 
frequently represents the club at the Orange 
Park Town Council meetings. The Orange Park 
Methodist Church plays a huge role in Katy’s 
life, from the Logan Chapel Sunday School 
class, Sunshine Chair for the Women’s Circle, 
Wednesday night dinner and Bible Study, and 
the breakdown of altar flowers for shut-in 
members. She stays current through the Fed-
erated Republican Women of Clay County, at-
tending monthly meetings at Club Continental. 
Last but not least she is a season ticket holder 
to the University of Florida football games. (Go 
Gators!) Katy’s high energy and spirit of giving 
are amazing gifts for the many organizations in 
which she is involved!

The Shepherd’s Center is honored to tell 
these amazing volunteer stories and honor 
these older adults at the Golden Years Gala. 
Our hope is that you will be inspired by these 
stories to share your time and treasures with 
the community.

904-276-2776 • WWW.LANOPALERAKINGSLEY.COM • 2024 KINGSLEY AVE. • ORANGE PARK

MARGARITA MONDAYS $4 DOLLAR SPECIAL
SERVING LOCAL
MEXICAN FOOD 

SINCE 1991

Katy Kearson

By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – Give a meal, get a meal 
– that’s the idea behind the 18th Annual  
Empty Bowls charity drive.

The $20 ticket grants you entry to the 
luncheon on April 23 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Orange Park United Methodist 
Church Family Life Center, where you will 
receive an artisan bowl handcrafted by 
talented students at Lake Asbury Junior, 
Oakleaf and Ridgeview highs and St. Johns 
Country Day School.

Since the bowl is a decorative piece, 
the hot soup will be poured into a separate 
container. The soup varieties will include 
chicken noodle, chili, broccoli and cheddar 
and vegetable. Each serving also comes 
with a side of bread and water. 

“The idea is to emulate the typical soup 
kitchen so that you can eat like someone 
who may be homeless. It raises aware-
ness for food scarcity,” Nina Wunderlich, 
President of the Salvation Army Woman’s 
Auxiliary of Clay County, said. 

The $20 ticket will help fund the food 
pantry at the Salvation Army, which helps 
feed the less fortunate in the community. 
Empty Bowls event will also have a 
silent auction and bake sale, 
which will raise money 
for the Salvation Army. 

 “Clay County has 
always been supportive,” 
Wunderlich said.  

The event is sponsored by 
the Salvation Army Woman’s 
Auxiliary, Vystar Credit Union and 
McDonald’s of Orange Park. Super-
intendent David Broskie will be the 
guest speaker.

The church is located at 2042 Reed St. 

For more information, call (904) 276- 6677 or email SAWAClayCounty@gmail.
com.

You can purchase tickets at 
the door or by visiting give.sal-
vationarmyflorida.org/event/
empty-bowls/e560099.

Salvation Army’s Empty Bowls returns April 23

TICKETS
You can purchase tickets at the door or 
by visiting give.salvationarmyflorida.
org/event/empty-bowls/e560099.

Handcrafted artisan bowls like these will be given to each person. 
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Keystone Heights Insurance
Serving the  

Lake Area Region  
for Over 40 Years!

•Barbara Franklin
•Buddy Saucer
•Robin Brown
•Jake Elliott
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7388 State Rd. 21
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BOYS REGION WEIGHTLIFTING

Indians up for battle for fourth state title
By Randy Lefko
randy@claytodayonline.com 

LIVE OAK - Keystone Heights High’s boys 
weightlifting team saw the eyes of the Tiger; 
more the Bulldog, in battling state champion 
contender Suwannee High School at the 
region 2-1A championships held Saturday at 
Suwannee High School.

“Right now, they are the better team with 
a lot of returners from last year’s squad,” said 
Keystone Heights High coach Lantz Lowery, 
as he cruised through the Suwannee High 
gym taking notes on his Indians squad bent 
on pushing for an astounding fourth straight 
state title after finishing second to Suwannee 
at Saturday’s event. “They have the seniors, 
we have young kids willing to battle and the 
state meet will be a show of character. Things 
happen here that won’t happen at state be-
cause it is a bigger arena and more at stake.”

Lowery, second to Suwannee in Olym-
pics by an 83-40 slate with two champions; 
Wyatt Van Zant at 139 and Trey Jeffries at 
238, and second in Tradition by a closer 59-
40 score with Ben Ulsch at 169 and Jeffries 
as champions.

In Class 2A last year, Suwannee won the 
Olympics team title with Keystone Heights 
taking the Traditional.

Suwannee, on the other hand, had four 
champions in traditionally and five champi-
ons in Olympics.

“We will go home, clean up our tech-
niques and hope for some luck at state to 
beat them,” said Lowery. “We like where we 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

A key contenders for state titles in weightlift-
ing this week is Ben Ulsch, Keystone Heights.

SEE LIFTING, 20



20 THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

DR ILL ING INC.

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

352.473.0534 
969 SE State Rd 100 
Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
& Maintenance 
• Water Testing 

• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

Starting a new business? 
Need to run a fictitious name advertisement? 
Email: legal@claytodayonline.com 

or call 904-579-2154 to request 
a form. Cost is $35 and will 

run in the Clay Today Legals for 
one week. An affidavit will be 

mailed to you. 

Join
KEYSTONE

LAKE REGION
Business Association

KLRBA.com

FHSAA Boys Weightlifting 
Championships

RP Funding Center-Jenkins Arena
Lakeland,

April 18-20
Thurs., April 18-Class 3A weigh-ins
Friday, April 19-1 p.m. 3A starts
Friday, April 19-6 p.m., 1A-2A weigh-ins
Sat., April 20: 1A-2A 9 a.m. start 
(119-169 1A)/183-Unl 2A)
Awards when completed
Sat., April 20: 3 p.m. (1A 183-Unl/2A 
119-169)
Awards when complete

Lifting 
from page 19

are. We do what we do and that puts pres-
sure on everyone.”

For Middleburg, in their Region 1-2A 
championships at Choctowhatchee High 
School on Thursday, the Broncos scrappy lift 
team finished a tough fourth in Traditional 
behind Choctowhatchee and Baker County 
up top with a 46-30 tab with Middleburg 
fourth at 24 just behind Fort Walton Beach at 
25 with Josh Senear at 169 and Gage Isbell at 
Unlimited winning individual titles. Senear 
won by five pounds over Chance Jenkins of 
Arnold High and by 45 pounds over Fleming 
Island’s Tyler Beverly. Isbell won by 10 
pounds over Jalil Griffin of Choctowhatchee.

In Olympics, Fleming Island, with 
Kevin Reyes winning Unlimited, edged the 
Broncos 20-17 for fifth place with Choctow-
hatchee and Baker County again going 1-2, 
59-28, with Arnold and Fort Walton Beach at 
third and fourth.

Fleming Island’s Tyler Beverly, in 169, 
and the defending Olympics champion, fin-
ished second to Arnold’s Chance Jenkins by 
15 pounds in total while Reyes won by body 
weight over Landon Rome of Choctow-
hatchee in what will be two key battles at the 
Class 2A championship meet in Lakeland.

Area schools fared well in Olympics 
with Middleburg’s Jammes Harris second 
in 119, Ridgeview’s Jayden Campbell third 

at 129 with Clay’s Zerek Migliore fourth; 
Middleburg’s Trent Robinson second at 139; 
Ridgeview’s Dondoza Roberts sixth at 154 
ahead of Middleburg’s Daniel Raines by five 
pounds; Orange Park’s Bryce Sagar fifth at 
169, Fleming Island’s David Smith fourth at 
183; Middleburg Kolton Frew third at 199; 
Fleming Island’s Dehmir Jackson third at 219 
with Middleburg’s Cody Tucker at sixth; Rid-
geview’s Braylon Hawkins third at 238 and 
Middleburg’s duo of Charles Little and Luke 
Green finishing fifth and eighth at Unlimited 
with Clay’s Yadniel Rivera Burgos ninth.

In Traditional at the region 1-2A meet, at 
119, Harris finished fourth; at 129, Migliore 
finished second by 25 pounds with Rid-
geview’s Campbell just five pounds away 
in fourth; at 139, Middleburg’s Robinson 
was third; at 154, Fleming Island’s Aidan 
Johannsen finished second with Ridgeview’s 
Roberts fifth; Fleming Island’s Beverly was 
third also at 169 with Orange Park’s David 
Lava fifth and Orange Park’s Gavin Gapinski 
seventh; Middleburg’s Kolton Frew was fifth 
at 199 with Fleming Island’s Dehmir Jackson 
seventh at 219; Ridgeview’s Braylon Hawkins 
was seventh at 238 and Gage topped Unlim-
ited with Reyes third and Little eighth.

At the Region 1-3A at Navarre High 
School, Oakleaf finished sixth in Traditional 
and Olympics with Elijah Shevchook taking 
the individual title at 154 and finishing sec-
ond in Olympics.

Pace High edged Spruce Creek in both 
disciplines with a 44-35 win in Traditional 
with Oakleaf scoring 11 points and Pace 
won a tighter 46-43 slate in Olympics with 
Oakleaf scoring 10.

The Shevchook duo of Elijah and young-
er brother Noah took top-three finishes 
with Noah Shevchook taking second in 129 
in Traditional by just 30 pounds and then 
taking third in Olympics by just five pounds 
behind runner-up Sam Lewis of Nease; 
420-415.

At 154, Elijah Shevchook finished second 
by 15 pounds; 490-475, to Niceville’s Bren-
dan Giddings while winning the Traditional 
title by 15 pounds with a 550 ahead of Jacob 
Adkins of Spruce Creek’s 535 total.

For Keystone Heights, in Olympics with 
Suwannee dominating the top spots, the 
Indians pushed for maximum team points 
with multiple top 10 finishes from Tyson 
Baxter; fifth at 119 Olympics; Jed Tisdale 

Keystone Heights defending state champion 
Trey Jeffries is primed and well ahead of his 
competition in chase for second title.

and Colton Hollingsworth at 129, fourth and 
seventh; Van Zantt and Declan Shine at 139, 
first and ninth; Davin Adams at 154, fourth; 
Ben Ulsch and Layton Wright at 169, second 
and 10th; Kyle Perkins at 183, fifth; Zane 
Leger at 199, seventh; Jayden Goodman and 
Bryson Wester at 219, third and seventh; 
Jeffries and Jackson Herman at 238, first 
and fourth; and Tyler Duncan and Brayden 
Wester at Unlimited, third and seventh.

In Traditional, Keystone Heights proved 
more formidable with Baxter fourth, Tisdale 
and Hollingsworth third and seventh; Van 
Zantt and Shine second and ninth; Adams 
fourth with Damien Dunlap eight at 154; 
Ulsch winning 169; Kyle Perkins and Clayton 
Shaw eighth and ninth at 183; Zane Leger 
seventh at 199; Goodman and Wester 
second and third at 219; Jeffries and Brayden 
Hall first and eighth at 238 and Duncan and 
Wester fifth and seventh at Unlimited.

“More top 10 finishes, more chances to 
pressure other lifters,” said Lowery. “That’s 
our formula. We need five or 10 pounds at 
state past our maxes and others missing at 
their shots and the game changes.”
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OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Orange Park Raiders ‘slide’ past Keystone Indians (again)
By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK - Orange Park pitcher 
Robert Barnett would anchor the Raiders 
defense through all seven innings on the hill, 
striking out four and working with catcher 
Devon Moore who protected home plate 
like Fort Knox.

After going all 21 outs, only one batter 
away from hitting pitch count, Barnett talked 
about his change-up pitch that no Indians 
seemed to get a handle on.

“It’s always been one of my best pitches,” 
said Barnett. “The change-up and my slider, 
I’ve always been dominant with that and my 
fastball almost as my secondary pitch. We’ve 
never 2-0’ed Keystone. Usually, 1-1 or they 
sweep us. This win is really special.”

Even with the visiting Keystone Heights 
High Indians getting eight runners on base, 
including the fifth inning with bases loaded, 
the Raiders would keep the Indians to a 
single run in Friday night’s 3-1 home win.

“We’ll take ugly wins over pretty wins 
every single day,” said Orange Park Head 
Coach George Eldridge. “Tonight, we got a 
really good pitching performance from Rob-
ert Barnett, some clutch defensive plays, and 
we know this is a big win for us, a bounce-
back. One of the things we are stressing to 
them right now is to pick each other up. If a 
guy makes a mistake, don’t pound on him, 
that’s my job. Keystone had a tough loss last 
night just like we did. It’s tough to bounce 
back from those.”

Coming into tonight’s game, Keystone 
Heights was coming off a loss to the Bu-
chholz Bobcats, only the third loss of the 
season. Last week, the Indians were riding a 
10-game win streak when the Raiders played 
the Indians in Keystone Heights to hand 

them their only March loss. This was the first 
time in anyone’s memory that Orange Park 
swept the series between the two teams.

The Raiders got going early with Yaziel 
Del Valle, the first batter up, getting walked 
by the Indians, then Tyson Cruz driving Del 
Valle home with a line drive to center to put 
the Raiders on the board 1-0 in the bottom 
of the first inning.

At the top of the fourth, things looked 
like they were heating up for the Indians. 
With a walk to put Austin Smith on, Austin 
Musgrove doubled, pushing Smith to third 
base. With no outs, Brady Kerlin hit the ball 
back to the pitcher who got the ball to Moore 
at home plate to snuff out the advancing 
runner, one out. On the next play, a fly ball 
to right field was rocketed home to Moore 
for another play at the plate, then a turned 
double play to third to retire the inning.

With two outs in the top of the fifth 
inning, Keystone’s Andru Siemer grounded 
to the shortstop who couldn’t get a handle 
on the ball. Siemer then stole second base, 
setting himself up in scoring position. With 
two strikes and two outs, Alex Addington 
blasted a shot to center field scoring Siemer, 
putting some life into the Indian dugout. The 
Indians would load up the bases and look to 
finally get ahead of the Raiders, only to have 
their hopes dashed on a fly out to left field to 
retire the top of the inning, 1-1.

As quickly as the Indians turned up the 
wick to tie the game, the Raiders respond-
ed. With Nehemiah Stephenson dinking a 
single to get on first base with two outs, Del 
Valle singled down the third base line to put 
runners on first and second base. Robert 
Barnett followed with a fly ball to left, scoring 
Stephenson. With an overthrow at the plate, 

Orange Park third baseman Josh Taylor left, tags Keystone Heights’ Andru Siemer in Raiders 3-1 
win on Friday. 

Orange Park’s Caleb Richardson looks into his helmet after collision at second base with 
Keystone Heights’ Brady Kerlin in Raiders’ Friday win.

SEE BASEBALL, 22
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Puzzle

fun 

Orange Park pitcher Robert Barnett only had 
four strikeouts, but was able to control the 
Keystone Heights batting lineup with tricky 
change up pitch.

Del Valle rounded third, headed to home and 
got tagged by Indians pitcher Alex Adding-
ton, 2-1 Raiders. The Raiders would add one 
more insurance run in the bottom of the sixth 
inning after Tyson Cruz doubled to start the 
inning, then have Devon Moore go deep to 
center field to score Cruz, 3-1.

Keystone Heights Head Coach Chris 
Roach summed up the game with “You have 
to show up to play baseball every night. The 
game doesn’t change, the opponent does. 
They (Orange Park) made really good defen-
sive plays. We put a lot of balls in play. We just 
didn’t hit the ball effectively.”

Baseball
from page 21



Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that 
fits your budget!  Call: 1-888-
521-2793

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
from pests safely and afford-
ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, 
Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locally 
owned and affordable. Call 
for a quote or inspection to-
day 1-877-644-9799  Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling!

Classifieds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the first week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the first run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior to 
the first insertion cancellation must 
be made by classified deadline 
of Monday by noon. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State a local 

laws. We are not responsible for 
ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMER-
CIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week $23
2 week $24          2 week $40 
3 week $32          3 week $56
4 week $40          4 week $72

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column inch 
with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 

1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3” $160 for 4 weeks 

Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

- Volume & tone settings 
- Built-In Answering 

Machine (XLC8)

WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE
Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

CELL PHONE 
AMPLIFIERS

XLC8 
Amplifies up 
to 50 dBs

XLCgo 
50 dBs

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss 
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

LOUD, 
CLEAR,  
FREE!

FREE           
from the  
State of 
Florida            

RF24
REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
• VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

• Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - not just a discount plan. Get your free  Information 
Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

• Attention oxygen therapy users! Discover oxygen 
therapy that moves with you with Inogen Port-able Oxygen 
Concentrators. Free information kit. 1-866-477-9045
Home Services

• Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? 
You need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind 
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-878-9091

• Water damage cleanup: A small amount of water can 
cause major damage to your home. Our trusted profession-
als dry out wet areas & repair to protect your family & your 
home value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have zip code!

• Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mosquito control. Call now for a free 
quote. Ask about our first application special! 1-833-606-
6777
Miscellaneous

• Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s 
a power move.

• Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

• Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military discounts available. 
1-877-543-9189Change In Ad Copy - Wording & Phone #!

• Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

• Become a published author. We want to read your 

book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

• Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

• Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off 
- limited time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

• Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

• DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

• Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

• Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (mili-
tary, health & 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

• Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. For a lim-ited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 6/30/24.) 1-844-501-3208

• Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the 
ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

• Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your as-sets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

• MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! Call 1-888-
489-3936

MOVING SALE

Every Sunday in April                                    
From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                                

988 Kersey Rd.                                        
Green Cove Springs 

GARAGE SALE

MAGNOLIA POINT COMMUNITY 
YARD SALE

3616 Magnolia Point Blvd, Green 
Cove Springs

Saturday, April 27th 10am-4pm
Both gates open to the public

No Early Entry

Donate your 
Vehicle

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Medical Supplies

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 
52-63 years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health condition that 
prevents you from working for a 
year or more. Call now! 1-888-222-
1803

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-855-315-1952

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property 
when connecting.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home that 
needs to be dried, Call 24/7:  1-866-
782-4060 Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

904-868-7602

Saint Saint 
Augustine SodAugustine Sod

$275  
Per pallet delivered

Prepay only

Locally owned businesses here to serve you ! 
MarketplaceMarketplace

Great Rates
$80 1x2 ad
$160 1x4 ad

For 4 weeks

Keep Your Finger on 
the Pulse of Local News, 
Events & More

Print & Digital
Subscription 
Specials
available now at 
claytodayonline.com 
or 904.264.0000

Email shelli@claytodayonline.com
904-264-3200
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OVER $14 Million  
SOLD in 2023

Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Turning dreams into Addresses!

(352) 478-SOLD
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 

OVER $14 Million  
SOLD in 2023

Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Turning dreams into Addresses!

(352) 478-SOLD
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 

Stressed out?

Relax &
Renew.
No vacation necessary. 
Welcome Home!

Call or Text 
352-494-1829

First Time Home Buyers • Veterans • Investment Property • Residential • Commercial • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

OVER $14 Million  
SOLD in 2023

Multi-Year Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Welcome Home!

(352) 478-SOLD
MeLissa Pellerito 

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights 
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