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The bottom line:

Improvements at Tax
Collector’s Office saving
money for residents

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The first thing
you notice in Diane Hutchings' office

is her desk, bookcase and conference
table. All are regal in both size and
influence, each masterfully crafted from
wood to command a higher sense of
attention.

But they were done on the cheap.

The one thing Hutchings hates most
is spending money — especially other
people’s money.

The conference table was found
in a closet at the Tax Collector’s Office.
Instead of buying a new one, she had it
refinished. The desk and bookcase were
purchased on Craig’s List for pennies on
the dollar.

“We're always working on ways to
save time and money,"Hutchings said.
“That way, we can be more efficient,
especially as our county grows!

SEE SAVINGS, 6

STAFF PHOTO BY JACK RANDALL
Tax Collector Diane Hutchings shows how the Luxer Locker works in the main lobby of the
Green Cove Springs office. Car dealers can leave a stack of registration applications in a locker,
and when they’re completed, they will be notified by cellphone to return to pick them up from
the locker. This eliminates the need for the dealership employee to wait for them to be done.
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Sheriff's Office working on
transition to police county schools

By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND — An unfortunate
tragedy six years ago in Parkland sent
shockwaves across the state of Florida and
across the nation. Just one year after the
mass shooting, the
Clay County School
Board voted to
create and staff its
police department.

It would serve
Clay County District
Schools for five
years.

A 4-1 vote
during a school
board meeting last
November, with
Board Member Mary
Bolla dissenting, would begin the process
that would effectively disband the Clay
County District Schools Police Department
and fold personnel and resources under
the direction of the Clay County Sheriff’s
Office.

Michelle Cook

Thereby ending CCSO's five-year
absence.

“The transition has been completed,
and it won't be effective until July 1. So, we
are currently processing the officers from
the school board police who are interested
in transitioning over, said Sheriff Michelle
Cook.

The initial transition cost was project-
ed at $1.7 million, and it ended up being
a bit less. The transition budget of $1.3
million was approved by the school board
and agreed upon by the Board of County
Commissioners on Feb. 27.

A‘cosmetic” change is the first thing
that comes to mind. The transitional
budget will pay for new uniforms, jackets,
shirts, deputy patches, new firearms and
new training for existing CCDS officers
who will be under new management for
the next school year.

The transition budget also includes
background and psychological tests,
which will largely be completed when
students are away on Spring Break.

“We are working with the officers and
school administrators to ensure continuity

The first group of Clay County District Schools Police Officers were sworn into office before

starting on July 1, 2019.

in their on-duty, on-campus duties as a
law enforcement officer” said Cook.

Cook said her transition team has yet to
meet with school board members to cre-
ate a working template. Until both parties
talk, she doesn't know how, or if, CCSO's
duties will differentiate from CCSDPD's.

As Wagner can certainly attest, the
burden of being the chief of police for 44
schools in the district is not a light one.

While there is no point in reinventing
the wheel, Wagner says there are new

state statutes that CCSO must be aware of
since its hiatus five years ago.

CCSO said Chief Patrick Golemme will
meet with Clay Today on March 20 to map
out the changes and continuities as CCSO
prepares for the school year.

“He (Golemme) is extremely busy
preparing for the transition. Could you
imagine having the responsibility of all
the schools in one county to oversee law
enforcement staffing?” Abbegail Harris, the
public information deputy, said.

State of Clay:

Elected officials said preparation
for future growth starts now

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK - County Mayors and the
County Commission Chairman shared a
common theme Wednesday at the annual

Clay Chamber State of the County lun-
cheon: the time to prepare for the future is
right now.

BCC Chairman Jim Renninger joined

SEE STATE, XX

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
County and municipal officials shared a common theme of working ahead of unprecedented
growth expected in the next 15 years.
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Tying the
mock knot

FIHS CTE students stage wedding
to gain real-life hospitality skills

By Don Coble

don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Alyssa McAlpin
and Ihsan Nairne started planning their
wedding in August. They meticulously
worked through the details and quickly
learned that there seemed to be more
questions and doubts than answers.

"I will definitely say | learned that we

need to plan everything out,"the groom
said."As much as you might feel like you
can do this later, you need to do it. Now.
You need to do it before everything needs
to get done, so when it comes down to
that crunch time, you're ready.”

When Nairne graduates, he knows
the level of planning and hard work that
awaits if he continues his interest in hospi-
tality and tourism.

‘I would say one of the things I've
learned, | could probably speak for us
both, is preparation,”he said. "l feel like
that's everything. | mean, as much as we
thought we were prepared, | guess it final-

t—:‘. \’11" o '\
ly came down to the last week when we

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON

COBLE

were good to go! Instead of completing their vows with a kiss, Fleming Island High seniors Alyssa McAlpin and

Ihsan Nairne form a heart with their hands. The school held a mock wedding Thursday in

SEE KNOT, 9 Photography, TV Production, Sign Language and Chorus classes.

Green Cove Springs as part of its Career and Technical Education training for its Hospitality,
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OPINIONS & VIEWPOINTS
If it’s good music, it’s good music

My neighbor was washing and wax-
ing his car last weekend when | walked
over to his driveway. He had music
playing a bit loudly, and he assumed |
was coming over to complain. He was
surprised when | offered my electric car
buffer, if he needed it.

That's how neighbors are supposed
toroll.

He was playing
Earth, Wind & Fire,
which | would
never complain
about. In fact, if
he had asked me
if he should turn
it down, | would
have suggested
turning it up.

That's how
neighbors are

Don Coble

supposed to roll. Our conversation stayed
on music. He asked me about my favorite
songs. | don't think he was prepared for
my answer. | don't know if anyone would
have been.

| answered immediately, which really
threw him off guard.

“Fire and Rain"by James Taylor. It has
been my favorite song even before |
knew the first verse was about a friend
committing suicide, the second was
about Taylor's heroin addiction and the
third verse was about a mental hospital.
| didn't know it for 30 years, but | still like
the song.

My other favorite songs are “The Last
Rebel”by Lynyrd Skynyrd, “Blue Jeans
Blues”"by ZZ Top, “Purple Rain” by Prince,
"The Rain Song"by Led Zeppelin, “Stormy
Monday” by the Allman Brothers Band,
“Racing in the Street” by Bruce Spring-

steen”and “On the Coast of Somewhere
Beautiful” by Kenny Chesney.

| just realized | apparently like a lot of
songs about rain and storms.

Black, white, men, women, Americans,
foreigners, short, tall, skinny, not-so-skin-
ny— it doesn't matter. If it's good music,
it's good music. That's how we should
make all of our choices.

No matter how hard Corporate
America and Mainstream Media attempt
to inflict its indoctrination, the product
should be judged by the final product.
There's no room for categories. The
music industry has been divided, then
sub-divided and cataloged into so many
subsets that it's challenging to determine
if a band comes from rock, country, pop
or rap. My question is, why do they have
to represent any group? Just play the

SEE MUSIC, 5

This Month
In History

Five years ago, 2019

- In an effort to raise awareness for the
Wounded Warrior Project, Ken Brock and
his service dog Pam reached the halfway
mark from Keystone Heights to Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho. The journey was made
all on foot, through thunderstorms and
tornadoes.

- After being opened in Fleming Island
for four years, Mackey's Munchies moved
to its new location at 868 Blanding Blvd.

- The Orange Park Town Council voted
to create the Historic Preservation Board.

"

CAGLECARTOONS.com|

SEE HISTORY, 5

Is the clock
ticking for
TikTok?

By Jack Randall
jack@claytodayonline.com

In a 352-65 vote, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives issued an ultimatum to By-
teDance, which owns the internationally
popular app TikTok.

Essentially, you can sell your app to a
U.S. company, or it will be banned in the
us.

President Joe Biden said he would sign
itinto law, although the bill appears to
have uncertain trac-
tion in the Senate.

If the bill is
signed into law, it is
quite probable that
TikTok will cease to
exist in our coun-
try — its tombstone
next to Flappy Bird
and Vine. A ban is
more likely than
you think, consider-
ing Americans only
make up 10% of
the over one billion views that TikTok reels
monthly. Analysts doubt ByteDance would
be willing to part with its most profitable
platform.

All of this is because of a perceived
national security risk that has yet to be
proven. U.S. officials still have not public-
ly presented evidence that the Chinese
government has accessed the user data of
U.S. TikTok users.

Instead, they have thrown out empty
accusations. One congressman was seem-
ingly unaware of the difference between
Singapore and China. It was an embarrass-
ing spectacle, and it will be even more so if

Jack Randall

SEE TIKTOK, 6

Send us a letter ...

We(d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county
commission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down
and take a few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil,
no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick

to local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP
Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor
inyour subject and send it to Managing Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today.
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10 years ago, 2014

- The Clay County Sheriff's Office, Or-
ange Park Police Department, state office
of Parole and Probation, the NCIS and
State Attorney’s Office joined forces in a
countywide drug sweep that culminated
with 35 arrests.

- A fisherman from Richmond, Virginia,
caught and released 12 Florida large-
mouth bass, one of which was a Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
TrophyCatch Hall of Fame entry verified as
13 pounds, 12 ounces.

- Former Fleming Island resident Alex-
andre Mohbat made the Lebanese Winter
Olympic Games team in the giant slalom.

20 years ago, 2004

- The Clay County School Board held its
first meeting at the new Teacher Training
Center on the campus of Fleming Island
High School leaving behind its decades
old meeting room at the school district

headquarters in Green Cove Springs.

- Clay County Sheriff's Office deputies
joined other law enforcement agencies to
conduct a six-month investigation aiming
to arrest 46 suspects for various charges
ranging from dealing in stolen property to
drug charges as part of “Operation Spring
Cleaning” Officers set up shop in a fake
pawn shop in Middleburg to carry out the
operation.

30 years ago, 1994

- Clay County Clerk of Court John
Keene said a third-party audit of clerk
office finances exonerated him and the
county of any alleged wrongdoing. He had
been accused of “irregularities”in manag-
ing county funds.

« Bishop John J. Snyder dined with
students at Annunciation Catholic School
to celebrate National Nutrition Month.

40 years ago, 1984

- The Clay County School Board moved
ahead with plans to buy a 37-acre site near
Ridgeview Elementary, where it planned
to build a middle school. The land was
purchased for $457,000.

from page 4

music and let the fans decide with their
credit cards.

Racing is doing the same thing.
NASCAR has a diversity program. Why?
Isn't racing about showing up with the
fastest car and crossing the finish line first?
Isn't first place more important than your
nationality or the color of your skin?

If you want a real lesson in diversity,
go to an NHRA drag race. It's no big deal
because the garage is filled with Black,
Hispanic and women racers. When they
win, they don't throw a parade or march
them onto the “Good Morning America”
set. One reason is they win a lot. The NHRA
doesn't talk about diversity. They live it.
Good for them.

Until we stop making diversity a big
deal, it won't stop being a big deal. | mean
that in a constructive way. There will be a
divide as long as we keep talking about

being in a divide.

Chapel Hart is coming to the Clay
County Agricultural Fair on Friday, April 5.
They are immensely talented and have a
broad spectrum of musical abilities.

The two sisters and first cousin in the
group are Black.

| hesitate to say that because it
shouldn't be important. Good music is
good music, regardless of how it's made.
Having said that, | invite you to attend the
concert and prove me right. | hope to see
you there.

And | will invite my neighbor because
that's how neighbors are supposed to roll.

- The Clay County Sheriff's Office con-
ducted a foot and air search for a missing
13-year-old boy from Keystone Heights.
The family became alarmed when the
family dog showed back up at home, but
the child did not.

9

13

50 years ago, 1974

« The Green Cove Springs City Council
de-authorized its city landfill and began
transporting refuse to a county landfill in
Doctors Inlet.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Chaps
5. Currently fashionable
9. Collision
11. More slim
13. European city
15. Implicitly
16. The side of something that is
sheltered from the wind
17. The Mount Rushmore State
19. Gold or silver wire cord
21. Muscles along insects
diaphragm
22. Trent Reznor’s band
23. Sweet juicy gritty-textured
fruit
25. Broken branch
26. Indicates ten
27. Expression of annoyance
29. Brings together
31. Ancient city in Thrace
33. Sailors’ spirit
34. Looked into
36. Muckraking woman journal-
ist Rheta
38. A type of cast
39. Oneé’s responsibility

48. Beheaded

53. Unwise

57. Ointments

58. Exam

2. Revised

5. Pouches

7. Chants

10. Sailboat

41. Where golfers begin

43. Make a mistake

44. Semitic Sun god

46. Ancient Italian-Greek colony

52. A place to stay

54. Most supernatural

56. Dennis is a famous one
59. Leaked blood

CLUES DOWN
1. Baseball managers assemble it

3. Mountain is a popular kind
4. Takes to civil court

6. A type of veil

8. Boston hoopster
9. Elongated appendage

11. 2017 Oscar-winning film
12. Actor Gosling
14. Monetary units

15. Assembly

18. Russian pop duo

20. Embellished with expres-
sions

24. Infrequent

26. Temperature unit

28. Hydrophilic amino acid
30. Honk

32. Legislative body

34. Swinish

35. Russian assembly

37. Take over for

38. Put in advance

40. Satisfy

42. Felt

43. Dutch cheese

45. Witnesses

47. Strong insects

49. Gasteyer and de Armas are
two

50. Ancient people of Scotland
51. Cheerless

55. Sick
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from page 1

Hutchings was elected in 2020 and im-
mediately moved to automate the office.
Clerks got second computer screens, so
they didn't have to constantly close one
program to move to another. The office
added a no-fee service to accept checks
online and a tag renewal kiosk at the Pub-
lix Super Market at the Village Shopping
Center in Orange Park.

"By adding the second screen, we
sometimes reduced the amount of time
they were on the phone by an hour, and
we kept them from making repetitive
keystrokes,’ she said. “Before, it was just one
monitor. They had to close the window,
open a window, close a window, close a
window. Now they just go!

The main office at the County Admin-
istration Building offers a unique service
for residents who have difficulty speaking
English.

“We have a device called Pocketalk that
we can use to set up a language and ask
someone what they need, and it will ask
them in their language,”Hutchings said.
“When they respond, the answer is given
backin English. It's important for someone
to feel comfortable. There's no confusion. It
saves time and eliminates mistakes.

Hutchings likened the software to
“Blockbuster Video” when she took over,
The new software was expensive up front,
but she said the time saved on the back-

D¢ Expert Cleaners LLC %
HOME CLEANING SERVICE
Residential and Commercial Cleaning
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Pressure Washing
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A Tax Collector staff member shows how a machine can open, sort and catalog envelopes with

checks to be deposited. The process saves hours of valuable time - and money.

side far offset the investment. She found
that other Florida tax offices had saved
“millions” over time with the new software,
so she bought it.

“It was a no-brainer, she said, “especially
when you eliminate keystrokes and save
hours of time”

The Green Cove Springs office also uses
a machine that opens, separates and cata-
logs checks for deposits. What used to take
a half day now takes less than an hour.

After all, time is money.

The offices in Orange Park and Key-
stone Heights are in transition, too.
Hutchings said the Park Central Plaza office
will soon be relocated to the Challenge
Enterprises Plaza at 500 Kingsley Ave.

“When ACE Hardware opened on Park
Avenue, parking can be a little difficult at
times,"Hutchings said. “There’s plenty of
parking at Challenge, and it's helping a
great organization!

Rent is also cheaper there.

The Keystone Heights office will soon
move from Keystone Village Square on
State Road 100 to the Clay County Health
Department on Commercial Drive, where
the rent is free since the county owns the
building.

The Middleburg location has already
been moved from Bear Run to the Grande
Olde Plaza near the intersection of State
Road 21 and County Road 218 to accom-

modate additional services and residents.

Last year, more than 100,000 residents
visited one of the four offices for a trans-
action, including property taxes, driver’s,
hunting and fishing licenses, motor
vehicle registrations, birth certificates and
concealed weapon permits. The offices
accepted appointments, but walk-ins
generally are in and out in less than 30
minutes.

Most of her staff are allowed to wear
blue jeans on Friday because they partic-
ipate in a CARES committee. They volun-
tarily donate $4 a month to a fund that’s
used to pay for flowers when someone is
sick or dies, or it's used to pay for parties.

“We can't use public money, so we
build a little fund for things we need,’
Hutchings said. "It creates an upbeat atti-
tude. Youd be surprised what a big deal it
is to be able to wear blue jeans!

Employees also select a nonprofit to
highlight in the lobbies of their offices.
Since June 2021, they've turned over more
than $31,000 to groups like the Quigley
House, American Cancer Society's Breast
Cancer Research, Operation Barnabas, The
Vineyard Transitional Center, Safe Animal
Shelter, Wolfson’s Children’s Hospital and
the Clay County Education Foundation.

"There’s a lot going on here,"Hutchings
said.

All with a keen eye on the bottom line.

TikTok

from page 4

this bill becomes signed into law.

Our nation is so quick to deplore
China for censuring free speech, and
this bill comes right out of the CCP’s
playbook. TikTok isn't allowed in China,
either. Their app is called “Douyin!

Despite what Congress says, the bill
is effectively a ban. (Gee, where have we
heard this before?) Worse, it's a rug pull.
It's a move to pseudo-nationalize TikTok
by folding it underneath a domestic
company.

Besides, what is the assurance that
an American company will even play by
the rules anyway? Let's not forget about
the $725 million class action lawsuit
against Meta, the parent company
for Facebook, in which the company
admitted to giving third parties access
to user data without their consent. That
user data was used to inform political
campaigns.

TikTok is an app that is contributed
overwhelmingly by individual creators
and small businesses, who are often
paid for their posts after reaching a cer-
tain number of followers. | have a TikTok.
My family and friends have one. Even
Clay Today has an official TikTok, which |
help manage.

And it all could be taken away be-
cause our domestic media companies
weren't getting a piece of the pie.
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Grand opening for Clay County
Regional Sports Complex on April 5

For The Oakleaf

CLAY COUNTY—The county is inviting the
community to the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the new Clay County Regional
Sports Complex on Friday, April 5, at 2 p.m.

The park is located on State Road 21,
one mile north of the SR 16 intersection. It
will provide a venue for competitive sports
and public recreation.

This 250-acre property is the first facility
in Clay County, making it an incredible as-
set to the community and a high-demand

sports destination in Northeast Florida.
Phase 1 of the Clay County Regional
Sports Complex includes eight multipur-
pose fields, lighting, shade structures,
ample parking, and restroom facilities.
Currently, the park is open for sched-
uled tournaments only, with plans to allow
recreational practices in the future. To learn
more, Vvisit claycountygov.com/Home/
Components/News/News/3763/1512.
The county is inviting the community to the

ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Clay
County Regional Sports Complex on Friday,

GRAND OPENING

CLAY COUNTY

REGIONAL SPORTS

COMPLEX

5 m:fé north of
the SR 16 and S
21 intfersection

April 5,at 2 p.m.

presented b
First Coast News
$5 Admission April 9th 2pm

BUY YOUR DONA
YOUR LOCAL WINN-DIXI

KEEP THE RECEIPT AND RECEIVE
$7 ADMISSION
ON MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2024.

BENEFITTING
Clay County Animal Services:
new or used towels, blankets (no stuffing), treats, cat dry food, etc.
Clay County Education Foundation:
crayons, colored pencils, markers, pencils, and cleaning wipes
Orange Park Clothes Closet + Food Pantry:
Peanut Butter & Jelly, Pasta, Mac-N-Cheese, Rice, Cereal & breakfast foods, Spaghetti Sauce,
Soups, Canned vegetables and meats

OMING: 04.04.2024

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

S 3 .
Scan Here for

ADULT FAIR GATE SENIOR & KIDS RIDE Information &
TICKETS FAIR GATE TICKETS ARMBANDS Elpf°m°s=

APRIL 3RD

FOR VISITOR INFORMATION, VISIT:
WWW.EXPLORECLAY.COM

CLAYCOUNTYFAIR.ORG f &
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from page 2

Mayors Connie Butler of Green Cove
Springs, Randy Anderson of Orange Park,
Adrian Andrews of Penney Farms and Nina
Rodenroth of Keystone Heights to share
their municipality’s vision to prepare for
unprecedented growth already on plan-
ning boards. They shared their visions with
a room filled with elected, business and
community leaders at the Thrasher-Horne
Center. Officials said as many as 10,800
new homes are planned for five different
developments, and with that comes the
immediate need to repair and build infra-
structure to meet the demands.

“My fellow Commissioners and | passed
the budget surpassing $731 million for
this fiscal year, a huge amount of money,’
Renninger said."A majority of those dollars
are earmarked for increasing infrastructure,
public safety and services to our commu-
nity.’

Renninger said in the next 15 years,

4,000 homes are planned for the Gover-
nors Park community; another 4,300 are
expected at Saratoga Springs; the Rookery
will have 2,000 homes and as many as 500
are slated at Sunrise Road and Fox Run
Road developments in Keystone Heights.

The county will spend $174 million
on road projects to keep pace. It will also
build four new fire stations and remodel
many of the 12 existing stations.

Renninger said other Northeast Florida
Regional Council counties are working
with Clay to create a regional plan. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Census, more than 300,000
people moved to Clay, Duval, Nassau, St.
Johns, Baker, Putnam and Flagler counties
last year."The Regional Council helped us
to develop our first five-year strategic plan,’
he said."They helped us develop such
things as substance use disorder, transpor-
tation and resiliency!

All while maintaining a “small county”
feel.

‘| just want to say we are all about small
towns and big passions,” he said.

Andrews said Penney Farms is re-

Culver’s Oakleaf
7923 Parramore Road
Jacksonville, FL 32244
(904) 374-5736

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE |
The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger® |

I Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. I

Electronic versions of this coupon are not accepted.

Not valid with any other offer. Value 1/200 cent.
Limit one coupon per person per visit.
Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.

@ (perd !
718-01/20 |}
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JUST AHEAD

NEW

Starting a new business?
\ Need to run a fictitious name advertisement?
\ Email: legal @claytodayonline.com

A\ or call 904-579-2154 to request

a form. Cost is $35 and will
B run in the Clay Today Legals for
one week. An affidavit will be

mailed to you.

placing its water pipes and electronically
mapping out the town to be better
prepared when the property around the
1.46-square-mile sleepy community is sold
for development.

"We're trying to catch up with the tech-
nology that's out there to keep us abreast
of what's going on in our town," he said.
“Gold used to be the No. 1 investment. No
longer. So we know we are surrounded by
land that belongs to a corporation. When
that group sells out, we're going to be able
to handle the growth, those homes, and
whatever business is coming our way.’

Butler said Green Cove Springs is brac-
ing for developments that will come when
the First Coast Expressway is completed
near the city’s south side.

The city council has developed com-
prehensive plans to maintain its historic
nature while welcoming new growth.

"As we know, our county is growing,
and it's growing by leaps and bounds,’ she
said. And in the process, we don't want to
forget about the residents. You hear a lot
about the growth, the growth, the growth.
So, we're looking at ways to embrace the
growth and have that balance!

Butler gleefully reminded everyone
Green Cove Springs will celebrate its 150th
birthday as a municipality this year. While
the official event will be on Nov. 2, other
events will be celebrated as lead-ups to
the big party.

Orange Park’s Anderson boasted that

OAKLEAF BAPTIST CHURCH
800 DAKLEAF PLANTATION PEWY,

800 OakLeaf Plantation Parkway Orange Park, FL 32065
004-214-9066 infoCoakleafbaptist.org

his town operates on a $24 million budget
and has no debt. He said the town is
working to replace the last 45 septic tanks
inside the city limits. Orange Park has also
invested significantly in buying wetlands
and improving drainage to address fre-
quent flooding. Finally, Rodenroth remind-
ed everyone of Keystone Heights'historic
and recreational past. The city has rebuilt
and opened the Keystone Beach Pavillion,
and the water levels in the lakes will soon
rise again when the Black Creek Resto-
ration Project is completed by next year.

"After 15 years of the lakes in recession,
we experienced a dramatic change in our
physical landscape, property values, busi-
nesses and tourism appeal,’ she said."The
Black Creek project promises the return
of our lakes'waters back to their pristine
beauty and abounding shorelines.

"Fifty-seven percent of our residents
were born in Keystone Heights. | value
their input and vision as it will shed light
on just how truly amazing the return of
those precious lakes will be. Partnering
with our Clay County tourism marketing
team will be critical for our short-term
future plans for success. Keystone's growth
and tourism potential will deliver much
excitement and thrill as we create our own
moments in time. It can be yours”

The event was hosted by the Clay
Chamber, and Baptist Medical Center Clay
was the presenting sponsor.

= Join Us SunaGV! . ; e
1030am
oakleafbaptist.org

lolesia Hispona-Oakleaf

_@10:300m
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The event was magical and pictur-
esque. The nuptials were on the shoreline
of the St. Johns River last Thursday in a his-
toric stretch of homes and towering oaks.

When told he could kiss the bride,
Nairne and McAlpin formed a heart shape
with their hands. After greeting guests and
taking photos, the young couple went
their separate ways.

Career and Technical Education pro-
grams at Fleming Island High staged the
event. The Hospitality and Tourism class
was joined by photography, television pro-
duction, American sign language students
and members of the school’s chorus to
create the perfect mock wedding.

Students spent six months gaining
practical experience in their related fields.

“So for the hospitality students, this is
their event,said CTE instructor Laura Kirk.
“l am just here to answer their questions.
This is a student-led project. This is their
grade for the third quarter. They get to see
the logistics that goes into something this
big”

Students had to secure a venue, find
a gown, formal wear, music, a “minister,

photographers, snacks, and cake, and set
up a “mocktails” station. There also was a
rehearsal, setting up and taking down the
event and planning transportation.

Nairne said this year’s seniors added
more elements to the annual CTE event,
including the chorus.

"I think we pulled it off,"he said. “We're
pretty happy with the results!

Two students, Ray Araujo-Tee and
Taylor Collins, were the wedding planners.

After the wedding, guests, including school board member Mary Bolla, were invited to enjoy
“Mocktails” and snacks.

Fleming Island High Principal Thomas Pittman walks bride Alyssa McAlpin down the aisle.

Collins had a clipboard with instructions
and a headset to ensure everything went
smoothly and on time.

"There’s a lot that goes into a wed-
ding,"Kirk said.

McAlpin said the most important
thing she learned was planning. Those
lessons will be invaluable when she at-
tends the University of North Florida next
year as she adjusts to a college schedule.

“The main thing is to stay within a

plan,”she said.“This is our senior year. You
prepare yourself for a wedding, but then
you also need to look at these things,
prepare yourself for college, and take
what you learn in a different aspect!

Principal Thomas Pittman walked
McAlpin down the aisle. He said the
mock wedding has become one of his
favorite school year projects because stu-
dents use real-life skills without a real-life
marital commitment.

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

One convenient location, because it's important for family to he together at a difficult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking i at today's prices - 0% financing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com

111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435
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The Precedent settmg Black River Phosphate Company

By Vishi Garig

Historical Archives Supervisor, A service
of Clerk of Courts and Comptroller Tara
S. Green

CLAY COUNTY - The Industrial Revolution
led to many changes in agriculture. With
machines now doing the bulk of the hard
work, farmers produced crops on a grand-
er scale. As fertile farmland became scarce
after the Civil War, farmers needed a way
to increase the yield per acre. Fertilizer was
one of the ways to do that, and it resulted
in a high demand for both fertilizers and
pesticides. One of those fertilizers was
phosphate. The 1890s brought the discov-
ery of large phosphate deposits in Florida
and industrial-scale mining operations.
Clay County had a phosphate source,
which was under the dark, tannic waters
of Black Creek. Accumulated eons ago,
Florida's phosphate deposits are believed
to have originated in a few different ways.
In a process called precipitation, some of
the phosphate formed when conditions
in the seawater caused dissolved phos-
phorus to solidify. As the solids settled to
the bottom of the shallow coastal waters,
they became part of the sedimentary
layers that eventually formed the sediment
that is mined today. Sea life excrement
and remains also played a large part in
creating the deposits. Bones, teeth, and

other fossilized animal remains all contrib-
uted to the formation. Phosphate was also
reported at other locations in Alachua and
Duval counties. The largest deposits were
discovered in Polk, Hillsborough, Manatee
and DeSoto counties.

The phosphate at Black Creek was
found to be part of the Hawthorne forma-
tion and more of a phosphate marl, which
is pebbles mixed with lots of silica and clay.
The quality of the phosphate was too low
for export to Europe, so the mineral was
distributed in America.

Investors at that time were interested
in ventures that extracted resources from
Florida's water and land. One such

prospect was the Black River Phosphate
Company based in Jacksonville. Capital-
ized at $200,000, it was the only phosphate
mining company in Clay County. Between
1891 and 1895, Black River mined approx-
imately 45tons a day of pebble phosphate
from Black Creek.

Black River Phosphate Company used
barges, hydraulics, and dredges to mine
the creek. Owning the acreage on both
sides of the waterway, they built wharves
on each bank to support their operation
while pumps and barges operated in the
middle. The first pumps used to mine the
pebbles were installed in dredge boats
in the early 1890s. Black River Phosphate

Company got theirs in 1892. The 8-inch
pump, which ran on steam engines, pro-
duced an average daily yield of 35-45 tons
of pebble each day.

Dredging went on for 12 hours a
day and was hazardous to workers. The
inferno-like summer climate of Florida
intensified the already tough working
conditions. One can imagine the steam
and boilers amping up the already stifling
heat. Drowning, gators, and snakes were
severe issues for workers, too, as were
mosquito-borne diseases. Another hazard
was continued exposure to low radioac-
tivity levels, which were emitted as trace
elements of uranium from the phosphate
marl. Uranium is highly carcinogenic, and
inhalation of phosphate dust poses addi-
tional dangers to the laborers.

Everything was going smoothly until
the State of Florida sued Black River Phos-
phate (BRP). The 1893 Florida Supreme
Court opinion set a nationwide prece-
dent in the area of riparian owners'rights.
(Riparian refers to any property relating
to or situated on the banks of a river.) The
precedent set in State v. Black River Phos-
phate, 13 So. 640 (Fla. 1893) is still being
cited and followed. The Court’s task was
to determine the nature of the ownership
of the state of Florida, which had to land
under navigable waterways. BRP was

taking phosphate from the bed of Black
Creek, which was both tidal and navigable.
BRP’s claim to the land was based on The
Riparian Act of 1856, which granted “title”
to riparian owners, giving them the right
to build wharves into the state’s waters.
BRP argued that this “right”applied to the
minerals under their land and into the
creek bed.

The Court thought otherwise.

The Court stated the Riparian Act must
be strictly construed in favor of the state or
public, and they held that nothing passed
to the riparian owners that weren't denot-
ed in clear and special words. The purpose
of the act was found in the phrase “full
right and privilege to build wharves”and
no other rights. In other words, BRP could
build wharves and docks ‘til the cows
came home, but until the state gave them
a permit to mine and they paid the $1 per
ton fee the state demanded, there would
be no further mining of the underwater
land.

The Court concluded that the nav-
igable waters of the state and the land
beneath them are the property of the state
and held for the use and enjoyment of all
the people of the state. Clay County con-
tributed one of the greatest riparian rights
cases to American jurisprudence.

SEE CLAY, 14
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Oakleaf Softball
Tournament of Champions

RHS, OHS battle out the final game

By Randy Lefko
Randy@claytodayonline.com

OAKLEAF - With three days of hard-grind-
ing softball on display at the Oakleaf Tour-
nament of Champions highlighting north
Florida prowess in the sport, it was almost
fitting that the final game of the three-day
round-robin tournament featured a knuck-
le-biter between the two local teams.

“You know | don't like our situation
right now," said Ridgeview High coach
Angela Agurkis, after a first game 8-0 loss
to University Christian after successive
losses of 7-3 to Bartram Trail and 10-0 to
Oakleaf before the tournament.“Some-
times a team takes a slow start to figure
out their greatness. | think this Spring
Break tournament was a huge turnaround
for the Panthers”

For Oakleaf coach Heather Han, who
entered the tournament with three wins of
4-1 over Winter Springs, 5-2 over Fleming

Island and the aforementioned 10-0 over
Ridgeview, the batting lineup is still a shuf-
fle, but the fielding is what is her biggest
concern

“Game one, a 7-2 loss to Fort White,
was a tough loss," said Han, after the 7-2
loss to Fort White. "We had opportunities
to put away a good team and didn't take
them. There were two balls that we had
chances on that dropped in which led to
Fort White scoring late!

For Ridgeview, the slate from the 10-0
romp by Oakleaf in the regular season fi-
nal; six runs in the first three innings thanks
to an error and a wild pitch and hard-hit-
ting from Oakleaf's Charlotte Maddox and
Camryn Beall, before the Spring Break, an
opening loss of 8-0 to University Christian,
with University's power pitcher Sophia
Kardatzke's 11 Ks for the day, started badly
with a second-inning homer off Ridgeview
starter Saige Bialek.

Left: Oakleaf pitcher Charlotte Maddox had strong three day tournament while Ridgeview'’s
Hannah Crosby nearly pulled out upset over Oakleaf in final game.
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Oakleaf High softball baserunner Jaydyn Beall slides under catcher for Fort White to score in
early innings in Knights 7-2 loss in Oakleaf High Tournament of Champions last week.

Agurkis gave her best Sun-
day-go-meeting post-game huddle and
the Panthers came back with a 2-0 loss to
Fort White with Fort White scoring two in
the second and holding court in a pitching
duel between Ridgeview senior Hannah
Crosby who got just two strikeouts, but
weathered numerous innings with out-
standing field play behind her.

“"Every day we are becoming stron-
ger and smarter athletes and something
finally clicked,”said Agurkis.“As a coach, |
am excited to see what prevails out of this
squad. Don't count us out yet!

Crosby opened her at-bats with a mon-
ster triple in the first, but Megan Jeffers
struck out to leave her there in Ridgeview's
first salvo in the batter’s box.

Jeffers stepped up in the field in the
follow-up at-bat with a nifty ground-out

snag from her third base position with
Crosby whiffing one.

Jeffers kept busy in the third inning
with a heads-up toss to home plate sty-
mying a run attempt after bobbling a hard
grounder to put runners in play for Fort
White. Fort White would score their two
runs off a long single to center field before
Crosby and A Stephens combined for an
inning-ending double play on a fly ball
and a not-tag by the Fort White baserun-
ner at second base.

Oakleaf, in their first game, a 7-2 loss
to Fort White, held a 1-0 first-inning lead
to the sixth inning with Jaydyn Beall on
base via a bunt, then scoring off a sacrifice
fly by Maddox. The slim lead held until a
hurricane hit and Fort White took advan-

SEE SOFTBALL, 13
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Bob Hayes High School Track Invite

Keester wins fourth 3200

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

JACKSONVILLE - Fleming Island High
senior track runner John Keester IV kept
his cool and achieved an unprecedented
fourth straight track title at the prestigious
Bob Hayes Invitational as Keester won his
fourth 3200-meter race Saturday at the
University of North Florida.

Along with Keester, teammate Roman
Mollicone won the 800 and, for Oakleaf,
triple jumper Takoda Brown, won his event
by nearly two feet. Fleming Island triple
jumper Mikayla Shavers won her event
by three inches to keep her number one
ranking state-wide.

Keester, who toys both the mile and
3200, has dominated the front of the 3200
since his freshman season with wins at
Raines High School before the Bob Hayes
was moved to UNF.

Keester's winning time was 9:42.36, just
off his season best of 9:42.36 but well away
from his personal best of 9:25.55, set at last
year's Bob Hayes event at UNF.

Keester won over Bishop Kenny’s
Alejandro Vinas who split at 9:55.03 with
Creekside’s John Zurn third at 9:57.95.
Fleming Island’s Jacob Campbell finished
ninth at 10:18.60.

In the 800 meters, Fleming Island
senior Roman Mollicone complement-
ed his very fast second-place finish last
weekend at Flagler Palm in 1:55.92 with
an even faster winning time at Bob Hayes
with a 1:54.74 winning clock. Mollicone
was ahead of Miami Northwestern's Devin
Jones'in 1:55.38 and Episcopal’s Jake
Officer in 1:55.94. Luke Melson was in the
800 field with a 2:02.11 split for 14th with
Orange Park’s Jacob Gaskin finishing 32nd
in 2:07.35.In the open 1600, Fleming Island
got another distance win with Andrew
Boyer winning in 4:31.00 with Oakleaf’s JP
Strombeck eighth in 4:45.41.
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Oakleaf offensive lineman Quory Ambrose will next play at Presbyterian College after a
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Oakleaf triple jumper Takoda Brown recieved a Bob Hayes trophies Saturday afternoon at
University of North Florida.

For the Fleming Island girls, miler
Brooke Reynolds went solo without
teammate Allie Knotts, out with illness,
and finished 16th in the 800 in 2:25.77 and
eighth in the elite 1600 with a 5:19.60, a
season-best. Oakleaf’s Morgan Wade was
12th in the 1600 in 5:33.58.

In the triple jump, Oakleaf's Takoda
Brown leaped 47'-3.75"to win over Bartram
Trail's Anim Gyamfi whose best was just
45'-6.25" Orange Park’s Nethen Verger was
11th in 41'-7.25" Verger was third in long
jump at 22'-3.5"with Isaiah Johnson of
Choctawhatchee winning at 32'-1.75"and
also Verger was fourth in the 110 hurdles

in15.12.

For the girls'triple jump, Fleming Is-
land’s Mikayla Shavers won by three inches
at 38-5"over Sanau Jhagroo of Rock-
ledge and well ahead of chief state rival
Shakynah Tresvant of Miami Northwester
who was fourth at 37-10"

In 100 hurdles, Oakleaf's Keira Smalls
was eighth in 14.74 behind a winning time
of 13.12 by Aleesa Samuel of Somerset
Academy.

In the javelin, Oakleaf’s Madison Lin-
scomb was sixth at 103"-09" In the triple
jump, Fleming Island
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tage of errors to score three, then four in
the seventh; the three via a center field
fly error after three singles, the four via a
triple after two singles in the seventh.

Against University Christian, a 5-3 re-
bound win, Oakleaf got behind 2-0 in the
first, but methodically, with four unchar-
acteristic straight walks by Kardatzke, got
one run back.

Tournament of Champions roster p § .

Fort White, Class 1A, 7-2, 2023 R M N h TR WEwe——

Region quarters Former Ridgeview standout softball player Sarah Anderson, in b lue pants, gives hopeful safe

University Christian, Class 2A, 7-2, 2023 sign in close play at first play for batter Ky Torrence in game against University Christian.

2A champions . . Maddox loads the b with a sinal Oakleaf’s Meshayla Pettaway is one of many

Ridgeview, Class 5A, 2-5, 2023 Oakleaf, battered and bruised from their ~ VaAdoxioads the bases Wit a sINGIE 0 bt for Knights,

Region final previous two games in the tournament, in the third; no runs scored..

Oakleaf, Class 6A, 6-4, 2023 Saturday’s final game would be a fitting Torrence doubles and Kirk bunts to Ridgeview; no runs scored.

Region quarters regroup for both teams as the second third; no runs scored in the fifth. In the seventh, Bialek was hit by pitch
half of the regular season resumes this A Crosby walk to Jaydyn Beall turnsinto  from Mirelez, Torrence singles, Camryn
week as Mirelez scored 21 outs from the a run scored with a Maddox single. Beall to second baseman Zoe Schmehl for

Maddox got stung with a homer in the
second by Kardatzke to retake the lead
before doubles by Meshayla Pettaway

mound with six strikeouts and eight hits In the sixth, Haylee McRae doubles for  game-ending double play.
by Ridgeview getting stuff on the field to
hold the shutout.

| xLcs
Amplifies up
to 50 dBs

and Mirelez put points on the board for P o
Oakleaf Univesity Christian is always a tough
: . team and playing any Clay County team
Maddox and Mirelez, at first base, i . p ying any .-iay : y'
: - twice within a 10-day stretch is going to FREE
executed a double play in the next inning Yy K from the
be tough,’said Han."Our upperclassmen
to put Oakleaf back at bat. ) . , State of
) are pushing the younger kids to be better. Florida
A second double from Mirelez scored )
) Crosby doubled in the first; no runs
Maddox for the final run in the fifth. ; ) ; :
scored. Ridgeview got two singles in the

With both teams; Ridgeview and

third; no runs scored.
/ Kc,
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Florida 800-222-3448

Oakleaf second baseman Zoe Schmehl nailed a nifty double play ball to stymie Ridgeview “ Telecommllnlcatlons www.ftri.org
upset attempt in final game. Right: Charlotte Maddox is second big bat for Knights while also . Relay Incl
whiffing batters from the hill. : .
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Solve the code to discover words related to basketball.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 20=T)

11 7 19 19
11 1 21 12 20 19
4 1 24 14 20

2 7 19 15 9 20
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| am an actor born in Connecticut on
March 8, 1977. | was in an all-male
a cappella group in high school, but
wanted to try professional acting. | am
best known for a breakout role on a
popular television show about four teens
in a coastal town in which | was
the titular character.
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Today, 90% of phosphate production is
used for fertilizer to produce food and
fiber, and 5% is used for livestock feed
supplements, and the other 5% is used for
vitamins, soft drinks, toothpaste, film, light
bulbs, bone china, flame-resistant fabrics
and optical glass. Florida is the world lead-
er in phosphate rock production, annually
producing 75% of the U.S. and 25% of the
world supply.

Interested in this topic or any other
topic related to Clay County history? Visit
the Clay County Archives located inside
the Old Jail at 21 Gratio Place in Green
Cove Springs. The archives is open 8 a.m.-5
p.m., Monday-Friday. Call ahead (904) 371-
0027 or visit clayclerk.com.

Sources: Clay County Archives & Florida
Industrial and Phosphate Research Insti-
tute, https://fiprfloridapoly.edu/.

MOREIPAUOVNIEZITOCTrTZ2NAXN

VTRAOrHOU<H=STIZIHOC>IOH
EXIVE>PAM-HO0OO0OINITIrr<OH=X
OKMAIMPUNEHVNOA<KNNEZIVNOH
WHCmMmX=ETAOWMAITMCIC<W0NZ
KEZTCOVEIMCTMAIMMAINO=ZIRND>
ITNMO<WZ2Z<rrxooooumHCZmMN=
AEHOZOME-HUUAHWIWrM<ZZ
W<AOVNTMZTMRZCA<MICMZHr
T>PIrFrONOMMAOVNOVNOIHLS TS
VW PrEIPEZ2Z200TM2IZ2VM<Orw
EVVNIP<<KOUHI>PDVAMEHE>rrv
<AHWEZCK<TEMrcmMmz2owwnz T
O<KPBOZNAXTOr=XxTMZ2M-A<2

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and bhackwards.

AMIIMOM>»rOV>O00ECIOMG

- HOMP>»IFrFI2>»UVOTRNZO0-HIRNO

4

2
o|m|c|o
>|0|m|o
x|=|>|z

WORDS

BANK
BASKETBALL
CENTER
COURT
DEFENSE
DRIBBLE
FORWARD
FOUL
FREE THROW
GUARD
HOOPS
LAYUP
LINEUP
NET
OFFENSE
OPEN
OVERHEAD
PALMING
PASS
REBOUND
SHOOTER
SIDELINES
TRAVELING
WALKING
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Classifieds

for Clay County

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island,
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS

credit for the first run and credits
are subject to approval of the

be made by classified deadline
of Monday by noon. Ads must

All ads are non-refundable. Please
check your ad copy the first week
of publication. We will only apply

publisher. If ad is canceled prior to
the first insertion cancellation must

comply with Federal, State a local

laws. We are not responsible for
ad content. Ads are subject to
approval by the publisher.

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON

LINER ADS

All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25
characters per line. Additional
lines may be purchased. All rates
are NET.

PRIVATE PARTY COMMERCIAL

1week #1450 1 week $23
2 week %24 2 week %40
3 week $32 3 week *56
4 wegek *40 4 wegk 72
EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Ads are 27 per column inch with a
minimum of 2"

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE
DIRECTORY
1.5”" x 2" %80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3" $160 for 4 weeks

Cost includes online at:
claytodayonline.com

< .
. ol . .
national dvertlslngnetwork;nc.;ﬂ
IS N I > CEF ITE e T
Health & Fitness

“VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
§99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

*Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - not just a discount plan. Get your free Information
Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

-Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Home Services

-Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage?
You need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-
878-9091

“Water damage cleanup &restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to major damage and mold growth in
your home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs to
protect your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-
872-2809

+Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed control,
seeding, aeration & mosquito control. Call now for a free
quote. Ask about our first application speciall 1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous

*Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power
move.

*Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaffilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

-BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

*Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

*Become a published author. We want to read your

To inquire about placing

an ad in this section,
call 579-2154

book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author's
quide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

«Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
UpTo $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-479-1516

«Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited
time! Financing available. 1-855-417-1306

“Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt &fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews.
833-308-1971

*DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games!
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call VS 1-866-859-0405

*Diagnosed with lung cancer &65+7 You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've recovered
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

“Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up
t0 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (military, health
& st responders,) 1-833-370-1234

-Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, we're cutting
installation costs in half and offering a FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

-Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants to regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

-Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens of other popular trips!
Starting at $1649 pp (double occupancy req'd.) YMT Vacations
plans everything, leaving you to relax & enjoy. Call 1-877-626-
1958 M-F for more details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250
off. Limited time only.

Home Break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home, your assets now for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 855-401-1151

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY!

Donate your
Vehicle

quote or inspection today 1-877-
644-9799 Have zip code of proper-
ty ready when calling!

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:
866-471-2576

Medical
Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability
benefits if you have are between
52-63 years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health condition that
prevents you from working for a
year or more. Call now! 1-888-222-
1803

Home
Improvements

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote today.
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked
for the zip code of the property
when connecting

Home
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 888-460-2264

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need
a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available. Call
1-888-967-1158. Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably. Roach-
es, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite,
Spiders and other pests. Locally
owned and affordable. Call for a

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it, we'll
replace it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call: 1-888-521-2793

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major dam-
age and mold growth in your home.
Our trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your family
and your home's value! Call 24/7:
1-866-782-4060 Have zip code of
service location ready when you
calll

HELLO

my name is

Yﬂomr Ad Here

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services
to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Call 904.579.2154 today, and let us start
spreading the word about your buisiness
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}[ -+ Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

| SAFENYSTEP

~  WALK-IN TUB

#- 1.855-417-1306

With purchase offa new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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It’s not just
agenerator.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
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~Serbing Oakleaf, Argyle, & Western Clay County—
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Facing cancer takes determination, strength and support.
Get it all close to home at Baptist Clay.

At Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center at Baptist Clay, you have
access to leading-edge cancer technology, therapies and a skilled,
multidisciplinary team right in your neighborhood. That team includes
cancer experts Kerwin Cumberbatch, MD, Mona Janfaza, MD, and
Neenad Shah, MD. Together, with their expertise, services include:

» Breast cancer and surgery « Radiation oncology
« High-risk surveillance and breast « Medical oncology To learn more or book an appointment,
cancer prevention « Hematology visit BaptistMDAnderson.com

or call 904.202.7300.

Don’t face cancer with anything less than the team
at Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center.

 § BAPTIST MD Anderson
Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center at Baptist Clay aneer Center
2310 Village Square Parkway, Fleming Island, FL 32003 Making Cancer History®

Care close to home
To better serve our community, Baptist MD Anderson has locations Downtown, at Baptist South and at Baptist Clay. To learn more, visit BaptistMDAnderson.com.

Physicians providing care at Baptist Health hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospital. Physicians and Advanced Practice Providers are employed by Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Physicians, Inc. © Baptist Health 2024
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