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Welcome to the first edition of “Clay Connections”
The Power of Small Businesses in Our Community

In the tapestry of community life, small businesses are
the vibrant threads that bind us together. Beyond brick-
and-mortar storefronts, these enterprises are the pulse
of our neighborhoods, fostering economic resilience
and nurturing unique identities. Small businesses
don't just create jobs; they create connections,
becoming gathering places where neighbors share
stories and build a sense of belonging. Their strength
lies in adaptability, tailoring services to local needs
and contributing to the cultural tapestry of the area.
Choosing to support a local business is an investment in
the community's prosperity, as dollars circulate within,
creating a positive ripple effect. During challenging
times, these businesses often stand resilient, anchoring
the community and pulling through together. With
philanthropy and community engagement, they go
beyond commerce, actively contributing to the well-
being of their surroundings. Small businesses are not
just storefronts; they're the heartbeat of a thriving,
interconnected community.

3513 U.S. Highway 17

(904) 264-3200
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FLEMING ISLAND’S
PREMIERE
JEWELRY BOUTIQUE

Cose’ Belle’

From Fashion To Fine

CUSTOM JEWELRY DESIGN
ON SITE JEWELRY REPAIR

ROLEX WATCHES
PLATINUM GOLD SILVER
DIAMONDS
ESTATE JEWELRY
COINS AND COLLECTIBLES
HIGH END DESIGNER
HANDBAGS
AND ACCESSORIES

Buy Sell Trade
1615 County Road 220
Suite 165
Fleming Island, Florida 32003
904-458-4044

COSEBELLE.JEWELERSHOWCASE.COM

li | G‘I Follow us on social media
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Stay
Connected.

To subscribe, call 264-3200
or email the Publisher.

Farris@ClayTodayOnline.com
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Hagan ACE Hardware

Family Generation
owned and aﬁt:.-r
operated Generation
* we are here
f for YOU!
Ll —

www.haganace.com

Hagan Ace Hardware
and Hagan Coastal Outfitters of Orange Park

1480 Park Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073

904-639-5769
Monday - Friday 7:30am-7:00pm
Duane Foster, Saturday - 8:00am - 6:00pm
Store Manager Sunday - 9:00am - 5:00pm

. o
Patricia Davls  %04d-

' -
395-1860 | 904
PR - T
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Pay it forward:

MgWWWMW

The power of small businesses is immense. However, starting a small business is no easy venture. The
financial resource Fortunly states that roughly 22 percent of small businesses will fail in their first year of
operation. Thirty percent fail because they run out of cash. One of the ways a small business can do better
is to utilize the support of other local businesses.

Business owners often conduct market research to identify who their competition is and to determine if
there is room in the market for their products or services. It's just as important for established business
owners to keep up with the who's who in the business community, as doing so can pave the way for
collaborative efforts that benefit all local businesses. Here are some ways small business owners can
support one another.
- Offer reassurance: Simply knowing they are not alone can help a small business owner survive.
Owning a business can be stressful, and having another person acknowledge that it's alright to feel
overwhelmed at times can be the spark owners need to press on.
« Share opportunities: A business owner who discovers a resource or an opportunity that worked for
him or her, or even one that didn't work but may for another, can pass on the information to another
small business owner. It's not about driving others down, but lifting them up.
« Cross-promotion: Business owners can show support by promoting other businesses in their
communities. Make a bulletin board (either in-person or online) of other local business cards to
recommend. This exhibits your community spirit and builds camaraderie. Use every opportunity to
refer complementary businesses. For example, a local pet shop may recommend a pet groomer or
veterinarian.
« Organize networking events: Whether it's done through a local Chamber of Commerce or individual
efforts, small business owners can spearhead events that get other business owners together to
network and share ideas. These meetings can be informal to help others let off steam at the same time.
« Volunteer and donate: Small businesses can meet other business owners, but also become more
involved in their communities through volunteer events. Partner with charities or other local
businesses to promote philanthropic efforts. School supply giveaways, beach sweeps, community
park refurbishments, or even supporting efforts to clean trash from Main Street are great ways to get
involved.

Small business owners willing to work together can collectively improve their communities, which should
benefit everyone's bottom line.
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Office of the Clay County Property Appraiser
Tracy S. Drake, CFA, CAE, ASA, RES, AAS

Sqate-Uemificd Genenal Real Estate Apprasecs B2 2750

Florida law provides for a number of property 1ax exemptions,
classifications and assessment reductions that will reduce a property’s
taxable value, Propeny owners must qualify as of January 1, 2024, and
file a 2024 1ax year application by March 1, 2024. For more information,
call (204) 269-6305, ext. 1 or visit swow. copan, com.,

4E\/EF3YOUNG

AGING SOLUTIONS

Hormone Replacement Therapy
Medical Grade Skincare * Microneedling with PRP
Supplements ¢ Peptide Therapy
Botox ¢ Dysport « Dermal Fillers
IV Vitamin Therapy ¢ Hydrafacial

1845 East West Parkway, Unit 17 « Fleming Island

904.456.1170 - WWW.4EVERYOUNGFLEMINGISLAND.COM
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Florida Blue @9

AARON GROUP
Jerry W. Scally, CSA
Doctors Inlet 904-276-9088
Orange Park 904-276-8180

2569 CR 220, Suite 202 ¢ Middleburg, FL 32068
aarongp@bellsouth.net

oy — RS
welcometotheartroom.com ===

SR

Family-Owned and Operated
Full-Service Barber Shop

(904) 375-8041
1810 Town Center Blvd « Unit #12
Fleming Island

s not just a Raincut!

Jts an eXpETiENCE...

(904) 801-3798 , .
9680 Argyle Forest Blvd. - Unit #16 in a man~priendly

Oakleaf Plantation atmosphere!

Bool.online @ choppershairgarage.com
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CLAY FLORIDA

POSSIBILITY FLOWS | JUST SOUTH OF JACKSONVILLE

ChooseClay.com
1845 Town Center Blvd., Suite 110B
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.375.9394
ForAllYourBusinessExpansionSupportNeeds

- I T R 1 || I\
SWAROUND] T ERG U K =1l

-.J'"

GBEAT FUOD E,,#,m,mm
FULLLIQUORBAR *
SMOKE FREE INDOOR "\l i ﬁggﬁ,‘,’,‘,‘,‘{”‘v
POOL LEAGUES
MONDAY & THURSDAY )
J4'N MAGNOLIA AVE GREEN COVE fp
(904)/284:1992

INGS
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A - :
e ]']1“'1[|;‘| Hos

\ * . Realiv & N

,

' HELANA CORMIER - REALTOR®
904-254-5792 | cau s won)

helonacormierfhomesdgmail.com

Jdar. 2FC11=-13
@ m Bl Fad Bews Sasimen i |0 Facasy S, P20

Cd W T 4

—
GAUGESAVER

LCD RESTORATION

we restore these devices and mony more.....

SYAMAHA Raymarine GARM | N SUZUK]
HONDAF LI LWUMIN oo rqy " SELRAODD

A043 Hwy 17 5, GCS, FL 32043  304-701-3726

GQ Service Inc.
The Ladies Touch

DonnayQualls@gmail.com

—

e

Carpet / Upholstery /Tile & Grout (leaning
Office: 904.360.9910 / Cell: 904.505.1584
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Hagan ACE Hardware

Family Generation
owned and aﬁp_r
operated Generation
we are here
for YOU!
LA e

Hagan Ace Hardware of Blanding

1022 Blanding Blvd.,
Orange Park, FL 32065
904-272-1414
Monday - Friday 7:30am-7:00pm

Mitch Turner, Saturday - 8:00am - 6:00pm ﬁnBiTA

Store Manager Sunday - 9:00am - 5:00pm

4 “MY TAX DAYS ARE *.
NOW MY HOLIDAYS!”
+ FAMILY OVWHED & OPERATED .

4 PERSOMALITED TAX ADVICE

+ FRIENDLY AMD ATTENTIVE STAFF
+ LOCAL & HERE FOR 1OLT

homesleycpa.com
204.213.7743 £
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Alistate @)

Felisha Foote, Agent
2640 Blanding Blvd., Suite 206 - Middleburg
904-406-6512

footeagency@allstate.com

Home ° Auto * Boat * Motorcycle * Life 2%

RESTORE - CREATE - CHERISH

We transfer old media to an easy-fo-view, digital format

Let us resfore Jamuec' media and bring them new life

Honor senior [ami|y & friends with Life STORY™ RecorJins

Bring to life cherished memories with digiial Keesu'(es

<

® HomeVideoStudiocGCS.com [ 904-736-6794 iz

cheryl.k@homevideostudio.com € HVSGreenCove HOME VIDEO STUDIO.
Green Cove Springs

Mon-Thur 11AM - 8PM

‘}"{ Fri, Sat 11AM - 9PV
’ [=] 3 [=]

RIE DINER
CARIBBEAN RESTAURANT \E ol
Comeiae e wes dey tor Theleace

1177 Park Ave o 904-375-9467 e iriediner.com [fj
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JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

One convenient location, hecause it's important
for family to be together at a difficult time.

Visit us at www.JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard | 904-272-2435

KINGSLEY JEWELRY

Berfectzon is Our Obsession...
; 668 Kingsley Ave. - Orange Park, FL 32073
: .i‘ ¢ (904) 278-2480 - www.KingsleyJewelry.com

_ ond Specialists - Gemstones - Gold - Estate Jewelry
~ Custom Work - Stone Setting - Pearl Stringing - Special Orders
L - Jewelry Cleaning - Fast Service - GIA Appraisals
Expert Jewelry Repair on Premises

L Tanning Beds & Sprog Tans

Bungle Bessiens Turbapes 4 Mambeeibpd
%JJ{D Sproy Tona iy Appawriment

Jmmu_ﬂ Unigqan Tanning Rad Lot lhar

Rt Chws - Labeny, Bafera 4
mxmﬁ Afher Toaming Skon Care
LE TG Lt W SR p——

(o4 342-HEE
E Foulboass 16 i Miysiic Tonning Geoen Couve
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i GE p Carol Berg

E-//‘ P\\’P owner/designer
EEEEH 904264 5120

& 8i f[ 5 1940 Park Avenue

Gualioe = Desian « sere . Orange Park, FL 32073

orangeparkflorist.com

£
‘.'_

INSURANCE

Home « Auto + Flood « Commerecial + Life

Ann Miller & Kristine Hall
Office: 904-895-4050 ,qﬂﬂﬂii-
ann.miller@brightway.com
kristine.hall@brightway.com D'

BrightwayAnnMiller.com ".‘ﬂ.ru.
1855 Wells Rd, Suite 3B -« Orange Park, FL 32073

HOUSE OF

Tues. - Fri.
Tlam-6pm
Sat. Tlam-4pm

BOUTIQUE

Clothing  Jewelry o Accessories
1233 Kingsley Ave., Orange Park - 904-516-7474 - shop.dazzlefashionstores.com
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' EMPLOYERS
CareerSource

' ’ NORTHEAST FLORIDA | {{ HOW can
we help?

» JOB FAIRS

* RECRUITMENTS
* APPRENTICESHIPS
JOB SEEKERS * CUSTOMIZED TRAINING

o 5 * JOB POSTINGS
Your job is ;

our next job!

* SKILLS ASSESSMENTS
* CAREER PATHING

» JOB LEADS

* TRAINING

* HIRING EVENTS

Scan this code with your Smartphone to visit
careersourcenortheastflorida.com for more information.

—
AmericanJobCenter

CareerSource NEFL is an equal opportunity employer/agency. Auxiliary aids and _ _
accommodations for people with disabilities are provided. FRS users dial 711. For 904-356-JOBS (5627)

program funding details in compliance with the Stevens Amendment, please visit CAREERSOURCENEFL.COM

ALF License # 13475 'MarketingDirector@palagioseniorliving.com e
1525 Kingsley Ave | Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 955-9488 | www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com 'I:E-‘- @ @
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B STRYKER
=1 10 * g*

+

+

Custom Shirts,

Decals, Stickers

and much more!
Scan for more info.

Great Coffee, Tea, and Food

with Great Friends
2023 Park Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073 « (904) 541-4938

OPPORTUNITIES  NEW SKiLLS b
RESEARCH
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NETWORKlNG[w%

If your not networking, you're not working

The way of the world is meeting people through
other people

Networking is the investment in your business
Your network is your net worth

The Clay Today advertising is to bring attention to the
public of your special business products and/or services

Connecton « Collabaration « Community m[@
|

1651

(OWORKIRG

SN HERE FOR
INFC AND SPECIALS

2 & @

i -
—] Sy
Y |_;: !

Viflubl Business Ackess
Woatng Rooms

Day Passas

Event Soaces

Rivarilde Leeation Didrvie Pail Localan
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Hagan ACE Hardware

Family Generation
owned and aﬁﬂ_r
operated Generation
we are here
for YOU!
L e

www.haganace.com

Hagan Ace Hardware
of Green Cove Springs

1305 North Orange Ave., Suite #110
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
904-284-9931
Monday - Friday 7:30am-7:00pm
Joan Saunders, Saturday - 8:00am - 6:00pm
Store Manager Sunday - 9:00am - 5:00pm

SENIOR LIVING
Assisted Living and Memory Care

¥ BROOKDALE
o ‘:'

1248 Kingsley Ave. « Orange Park « 904.264.0207
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SHIPLEYS FINE JEWELRY

FLEMING ISLANDS PREMIER JEWELRY STORE

“.1%% Custom Jewelry and Design
" Jewelry and Watch Repair
Fine Jewelry and Gifts
Jewelry Appraisals

Ll
el

]:?i‘ 1960 East-West Parkway
- Suite 101

1 Fleming Island

M (904]) 215-2155
shipleysfinejewelry.net

gﬁ#f?&ﬂf?— BESTOFCLAY
T ITALIAN RISTCRANIE =¥

Call to Reserve our Banquet Room (Seats up to 50 Guests)
Meetings « Birthday Parties « Rehearsal Dinners « Holiday Parties

s B

FULL BAR « CATERING « BANQUET ROOM « OPEN 4-10PM TUE-SAT « 4-9PM SUN

3535-15 Highway 17 « Fleming Island « 264-1331 « santionis.com [f§ [Z]
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We care for
your health!

SINCE 2013

» Guaranteed Low Price
« Fast & Friendly Services

« Prescriptions ready in minutes

« Assist Seniors to monitor blood pressure
+ We welcome Winn-Dixie Customers

* +We deliver prescriptions *Conditions Apply

We Accept All Major Insurances

2747 Blanding Blvd., Middleburg
Across from Vystar

PHARMACY

Mon-Fri: 9-5; Sat 10-1; Closed Sunday

Uma Naidu, M.S., R.Ph.
Pharmacy Manager
Email staywellrx@gmail.com

~ § Istaywell pharmacy

904 577-9045
Dtoth@roof-crafters.com « SERVICING CLAY COUNTY
License #: CCC1331026 - Financing Available
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THE 35

e Purpose

e People

e Process
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@rﬂnm[n HORNE CLAY COUNTY'S
NTER PREMIER EVENT CENTER

Live Entertainment with the best
Concerts, tributes, and shows in town.

Over 6200 sq. ft. of rental space
great for meetings, weddings, expos, and more.

= 904-276-6815
Call us today to book your next event! e

THeenter.org

« Custom designs for your home or office
- Special events and Holiday decor
+ Design your vision and make your
home or business Befla!

Rebecca Barfield, (904) 504-0455
Rebecca.Barfield@gmail.com

View my designs in person at Vintage 1 on Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, Across from Ace Hardware
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WE MAKE INSURANGE SIMPLE

m=> Contact us today. 904-111-1176

Green

Insura
Bll helps, you.

Greenins.com
info@Greenins.com

1542 Kingsley Ave ste 140, Orange Park, FL, 32073

(M) . &

|| Questions about your o
Medicare plan?

We can help.

Need another heaith L. .

insurance option?
Contact us today

Need help with your
7 life insurance policy?
We design custom plans.

) Need a strategy to pay
L.@ for Long Term Care?

Let us help you find the right strategy.

Not affiliated with or endorsed by thegovernment or Federal Medicare Program.
* By providing the information above, I grant permission for licensed insurance
agent, Green Insurance Agency, to call me regarding my Medicare/Insurance
options including Medicare Supplement, Medicare Advantage, and Prescription
Drug Plans.
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CLAY TODAY MEDIA

THE POWER OF PRINT AND DIGITAL MARKETING

S22 s
OAKLEAF | HESIDENYSM

People frequently ask us for the latest newspaper industry statistics highlighting readership information and
newspaper advertising trends and we are always eager to share the good news. Newspaper industry trends indicate
that newspaper readership is robust, and newspaper advertising statistics continue to show that newspapers reach the
educated and affluent audience that advertisers want to reach. Clay Today, focusing on local news content is among
strong local newspapers that shows these trends.

| Newspaper Readership is Impressive! |
The most recent newspaper industry trends confirm that newspapers have a large and loyal base of readers.
« More than 124 million U.S. adults, or more than 6 out of 10, read newspaper media each week
« Fifty-eight percent of adults aged 18-34, and more than 6 in 10 adults aged 35+, read a newspaper
« Seventy percent of households with income above $100K are newspaper readers
« 63 million adults access newspaper content on their smartphone or tablet

| Newspaper Advertising Makes the Cash Register Ring |
Newspaper advertising trends indicate that newspapers are THE place to invest your advertising dollars! Newspapers
and their integrated products reach an educated and affluent audience who are avid shoppers. Check out these
newspaper advertising statistics.
+ Nine out of ten newspaper readers (91%) report that they take action after reading or looking at inserts
« Eight in ten (79%) of newspaper readers took action as a result of reading a newspaper ad in the past 30 days
« Seven in ten adults 18 and older cite the newspaper as their preferred source for coupons
«82% of all consumers use the print coupons they receive in the newspaper
« Consumers find newspapers the best medium for bringing sales to their attention
« Advertising in Newspapers Cause Readers to Act: The Top 10 Consumer Actions Taken
1. Gather more information about the product or service
2.Visit the advertiser's website
3. Have a more favorable opinion about the advertiser
4. Save the ad for future reference
5. Recommend the product or service to someone

6. Pass along the ad to someone Clay County’s
. #1 Source for
7. Ask someone about the product or service Business News
8. Consider purchasing the product or service
9. Visit a store, dealer or other location 904-264-3200

10. Search online for the product or service

Sources: '2018 Release 2Nielsen Scarborough Report. Copyrilght 2019 Scarborough Research. All rights reserved. 2Coda/Triad Newspaper
Insert Study, *NAA How America Shops and Spends, 2K16 Valassis Coupon Intelligence Report, *Triad Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service
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