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By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND – The school board ap-
proved a policy requiring students to use 
restrooms, locker rooms and changing 
rooms according to their birth-assigned 
gender.

The measure passed unanimously, but 
not without much discussion and one final 
moment of controversy.

Mary Bolla attempted to abstain from 
her “yes” decision 
after casting her 
vote. Board attor-
ney J. Bruce Bick-
ner suggested she 
shouldn’t change her 
vote. He wasn’t try-
ing to influence her 
opinion but warned 
Bolla that chang-
ing the vote would 
require her to com-
plete ethics paper-
work.

The school board member still has her 
doubts moving forward.

“My concern with this particular policy 
with an attachment of a punishment is that 
we are punishing some of our most vulner-
able students. These vulnerable students 
have gone through a lot in their lives. They 
have not had the support that some of our 
sons and daughters have. It concerns me 
that we’re going to push the vulnerable 

School board sets rules for 
restrooms, locker rooms use
Students required to use facilities according to their birth-assigned gender

Longtime school board attorney J. Bruce 
Bickner provided plenty of legal 
advice to board members, including a 
recommendation to Mary Bolla to not 
retract a “yes” vote on the school board’s 
newly-approved restroom, locker room, and 
changing room policy. 

students even deeper into vulnerability,” 
she said.

Violating the policy could result in 
school detention or potential law enforce-
ment consultation.

“I think regarding the bathroom policy, 
we can all say a lot, but to me, it’s simple 
common sense, and it’s sad that we have to 
even write a policy,” board member Beth 
Clark said.

SEE SCHOOL, 18

Mary Bolla

FLAG DAY JUNE 14
On this date in 1777, the Second Continental 
Congress adopted the flag of the United States. 
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By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The routine rarely changes for Mike 
Ladd, especially when the calendar turns to June.

The acting emergency management director for Clay 
County is never 
far from his 
two cellphones, 
where he 
jockeys between 
emails and 
the weather 
service. He knows Florida has little time to react when the 
tropics are unsettled.

As the landscape changes with development and prog-

Emergency Management to 
keep an eye on hurricane season
Storm plans change as development reshapes the county

Sign up for Alert Clay at claycountygov.com/
community/emergency-management/alert-clay

SEE HURRICANE, 17
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GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Although hurri-
cane season has officially started, the city 
said it never stopped preparing for the next 
storm.

Work crews work year-round, ensuring 
tree branches are being cut back to avoid 
power lines. They also constantly monitor 
drains and ditches so they won’t face sig-
nificant challenges when the storm clouds 
brew.

“We are in a constant state of readi-
ness,” said Public Works Director Mike 
Null. “We always try to stay ready.”

Null said Green Cove Springs learned 
lessons following Hurricane Irma in 2017, 
but he said the city experienced as much 
damage from last year’s Hurricanes Nicole 
and.

“The water level was three feet higher 
than normal for Hurricane Irma, but Nicole 
and Ian did a lot of erosion at the end of 
some of our right of ways,” Null said. “We 
lost 40 feet of roadway going toward the 
river. We have grants in design to fix that. 

We have an understanding of our storm ar-
eas.”

Crews will cut trees back for the next 
three weeks to create a wider swath for 

Hurricane prep lasts all 
year in Green Cove Springs

power lines. The city has also tweaked its 
hazard mitigation plan to raise lift stations 
and control panels. It’s part of our normal 
prep.”

Waterways make up so much of the 
city’s character, especially the St. Johns 
River and Governors Creek. The challenge 
is to prepare for the unpredictability of ris-

ing water.
“At the beginning of hurricane season, 

we schedule all of our updates,” Null said. 
“We make sure we have enough supplies, 
especially for our electric department.”

Null said the city also has a stormwater 
capital plan for the future.

Hurricane Irma led to some flooding and erosion in Green Cove Springs in 2017, especially here 
at Spring Park. Hurricane season runs through the end of November.

By Kyla Woodward
For Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The City Council 
delayed construction for the long-awaited 
West Street Project on Tuesday.

Council mem-
bers voted to reject 
the award originally 
given to EltonAlan 
Inc. and reject all 
bids.

Assistant City 
Manager and Pub-
lic Works Director 
Mike Null said is-
sues with the con-
tractor are at fault. 
Null said the sub-
contractor group, 
originally set to begin the pipework, backed 
out, leaving Elton Alan Inc. unable to per-
form the job for the original price they bid.

“At that point, we only had one other 

bid. It was about half a million dollars 
more. So, we’ve rejected all bids. We’re go-
ing to tweak the plans a little bit [and] do 
some clarification over the next four to six 
weeks,” Null said.

The project aims to replace half a mile 
of stormwater pipe through West Street, 
from Walnut Street to Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard.

After the plans are reworked, Null said 
the city plans to put the project up for bid 
again to get more bidders and a better 
price.

EltonAlan Inc. had previously been 
awarded a bid of approximately $2.2 mil-
lion at the previous council meeting and 
was set to begin working shortly after.

With the prospective project delayed, 
Null added that the best-case scenario for 
its start date would be three to three and 
a half months.

The next city council meeting will be 
June 20.

Green Cove Springs forced 
to delay West Street Project

Mike Null

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – The Town Council ap-
pointed chair and vice chair positions 
to Town Committees during its Tuesday 
night meeting.

For Culture and Recreation, Coun-
cilman Doug Benefield will serve as 
Chairman, and Mayor Randy Anderson 
will be Vice-Chair. For the Economic 
and Community Development Commit-
tee, Councilwoman Winnette Sandlin 
was appointed as Chair and Council-

Orange Park’s Town Council met Tuesday 
to appoint members, chairs, and vice 
chairs to Town Committees. 

Orange Park fills
committee positions

man Daniel Cobreiro will be Vice-Chair.
Vice Mayor Susana Thompson will lead 

the charge as Chair of the Community De-
velopment Committee, while 

Cobreiro will follow up as Vice-Chair.
Anderson will serve as Chair for Fi-

nance and Budget, with Thompson taking 
the post of Vice Chair.

Each official will serve a term until May 
21, 2024.

New members were also designated for 
the Planning and Zoning Board, Environ-
mental Quality Board and Historic Pres-
ervation Board via votes from the council 
that appointed residents to the seats. Each 
resident brings qualifications and experi-
ence to the table, and the Town Council 
unanimously approved the new role of 
each individual, 5-0. 

The Town welcomed Benjamin Couch to 
Seat 3 and Alex Hawkins to Seat 5. Then, 
for the Environmental Quality Board, 
George Niles was appointed to serve as a 
Seat 3 Board Member for the Planning and 
Zoning Board.

Kenny Radwanski was appointed as a 
Board Member of the Historic Preserva-
tion Board.

Each appointed official will also serve 
until May 21, 2024, except for Hawkins, 
who will serve until May 20, 2025.
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Your loved ones matter. Your community matters.  
Your passions matter. Florida’s largest healthcare family 
shows up for you and your health, so you can show up 
feeling your best for everything you care about. With  
our statewide network of specialists, we’re here for  
you – whenever, wherever and however you need us. 

Learn more at HCAFloridaHealthcare.com

In sickness and 
in health, we’re YOUR

PARTNERS for life.
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

It’s always refreshing when students 
want to spend their summer months 
working as interns, especially in the 
newspaper business.

Our new-
est addition to 
the Clay Today 
staff – albeit un-
til he returns to 
Ridgeview High 
on Aug. 10 – is 
Kayden Zamor. 
But in his case, 
these next few 
months will be 
very demanding.

In addition to 
spending a few 
hours tracking down and writing sto-
ries, the senior-to-be also will be going 
through rehabilitation following sur-
gery to repair a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in his right knee. You can learn 
more about his spring football injuryin 
his article on page 5. 

Kayden gingerly walked into the of-
fice for the first time on Monday. He was 
wearing a bulky brace. But unlike when 
I played football, this one had adjustable 
straps and cam gear to provide greater 
stability.

I can only imagine how my grandfa-
ther felt when he played football at Boil-
ing Springs (North Carolina) College in 
the early 1930s. He wore a leather hel-
met. I had one with a heavy strap and 
no padding. Now they have a miniature 
Select Comfort mattress protecting their 

skulls. Things change. In this case, for 
the good. My grandfather, Caesar “Buck” 
Coble, was a good player, but I was big-
ger, faster and stronger. Players now 
are far superior to my generation. Call 
it evolution.

As a senior, I was 5-foot-10, 235 
pounds, and easily was our team’s big-
gest player. That might explain why we 
only won three games in my last two 
years.

The Miami Dolphins were the class 
of the NFL at the same time in the mid-
1970s. In 1972 they became the first 
– and only – team to finish undefeated. 
The team’s offensive line was loaded 
with guards Larry Little and Bob Kue-
chenberg, center Jim Langer and tack-
le Norm Evans. All four are in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame.

Little still is regarded as one of the 

WordWord

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

OF THE WEEK

This Week 
in History

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Knurl: (nurl) a noun that means a 
small projecting knob or edge.

“My tools are designed with strategi-
cally placed knurls to make them easier to 
hold.”

Five years ago, 2018
• The county’s Planning Board votes to 

deny a request to re-zone the land where 
the former kiln plant, Solite, operated.

• County Judge Kristina K. Mobley filed 
a suit to kick her challenger, Lucy Ann 
Hoover, off the ballot after she claimed 
Hoover did not meet filing deadlines.

• The First District Court of Appeals de-
nied a request to overturn the conviction of 
Evven Wilhelm, of Ponte Vedra Beach, for 
the murder of Orange Park’s Ashley Cowie.

10 years ago, 2013
• The County County Planning Commis-

sion votes to deny a request to re-zone an 
area in Green Cove Springs to build an as-
phalt plant.

• Officers in Orange Park learn they 
have two days before their police accredi-
tations will expire.

• All Clay County libraries announce 
they will offer summer reading classes for 
students.

20 years ago, 2003
• Gov. Jeb Busch appoints Clay County 

developer Jerry Agresti to the board of di-
rectors for Florida Workforce.

• Roadhouse clerk William Lutz was re-
covering after being shot three times dur-
ing an armed robbery of the Orange Park 
steakhouse.

• Lowe’s Home Improvement is con-
sidering a site in Orange Park for a new 
147,000-square-foot warehouse.

30 years ago, 1993
• Green Cove Springs Police Chier Gail 

Russell approaches the city council on 
whether to extend the city’s curfew for ju-
veniles.

I have to admit today’s athletes 
are bigger, faster, stronger

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county commission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a few 

moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear and 
make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Managing 
Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com

SEE ATHLETES, 8SEE INSURANCE, 5

Clay County farmers 
closely monitoring 
California law

SEE HISTORY, 5

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – At issue is the closely di-
vided Supreme Court ruling on California’s 
Proposition 12, which has the potential to 
affect producers across the nation.

The Clay County Farm Bureau and its 
members are looking at the possibility of 
farmers and ranchers in one state being 
forced to adhere to another state’s regula-
tory standards. That would be problematic 
for farmers and ranchers nationwide and 
could cause shortages of certain agricul-
tural products in states with excessively 
restrictive regulations.

Charles Shinn, Florida Farm Bureau’s 
Director of Government & Community Af-
fairs, shared the following information to 
give a clearer picture of the issues causing 
a very unclear future for agriculture pro-
ducers.

A California ballot initiative passed 
in 2018, written by the Humane Society 
of the United States, required pork, veal, 
eggs, and other items be raised in a certain 
way to prevent perceived cruelty from be-
ing sold in California. That applies even if 
the livestock is not grown in California.

American Farm Bureau Federation and 
the National Pork Producers sued Cali-
fornia and lost. The U.S. Supreme Court 
agreed to take the case, and it was argued 
on Oct. 11, 2022. The 5-4 opinion came 
on May 11, 2023, in favor of the State of 
California. The opinion was fractured in 
reasoning on both sides.

The NPP and AFBF argument was 
based on the Constitution’s Commerce 
Clause. States should not be able to regu-
late commerce between states since Con-
gress holds that power.

The SCOTUS majority found the text 
of the Constitution does not explicitly say 
states can’t regulate commerce, so strict 
interpretation means that a state can reg-
ulate interstate commerce.

This has significant implications for 
state-regulated standards applying in oth-
er states where products may be coming 
from.

Don Coble

OPINIONS

Caesar “Buck” Coble, l, and his 
brother-in-law T.B. DePriest in 1934.
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There is some Congressional action un-
derway to protect the Constitution’s Com-
merce Clause, but it is not likely to pass.

As a result of the decision, California 
is already moving to ban some food ingre-
dients overriding FDA decisions on safety. 
The “Skittles ban” is an example where red 
food dye is the target ingredient that the 
state has decided to ban.

We could see states using this case law 
to limit the ability of competitive states’ 
ability to enter local markets.

Processors and buyers will likely tell 
farmers what they can and cannot do, 
based on where they want to sell products.

California’s State Veterinarian doesn’t 
know how to handle this situation; even 
FFA and 4-H students have to certify pre-
scribed humane animal-raising methods.

How can/will California enforce this 
nationwide? There are already inspections 
on California farms, but it is still unclear 

in other states or countries. Addition-
ally, there is an interesting exception to 
processed products that are brought into 
California. Sellers are the liable party for 
violations and will be immediately in viola-
tion when Proposition 12 becomes law on 
June 30.

Clay County Farm Bureau’s President, 
Gayward Hendry, said, “I am concerned 
that this will lead to reducing competi-
tion among producers and result in higher 
prices or lack of availability of some agri-
cultural goods to families in states where 
excessive restrictions deter inter-state 
commerce. With the cost of food already 
putting a strain on most people’s food bud-
get, we are concerned how the effects of 
California’s Proposition 12 will further af-
fect the ability of our American families to 
feed themselves.”

Clay County Farm Bureau is an agricul-
ture non-profit is in Middleburg. It strives 
to educate and advocate for good agricul-
tural practices and policies. If you want to 
learn more about the organization, please 
visit WWW.FFBF.org.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Understand intuitively
5. Two of something
9. Not involving computer tech
11. Acclaimed
13. Undermine
15. The condition of being con-
cealed or hidden
16. Irritate
17. The process of developing a 
theory
19. Ceramic jar
21. Not fresh
22. Dad’s fashion accessory
23. Popular review site
25. New Mexico county
26. ‘__ death do us part
27. Fees
29. Takes with force
31. One-time Yankees rookie 
sensation
33. Gordon and Snider are two
34. Body parts
36. Arranges
38. Fiddler crabs
39. Mimics
41. Witnesses
43. They __
44. Lasso

46. Runs down
48. In response to
52. Bird-like dinosaur
53. Metamorphic stages
54. Conditions of incapacity
56. Sodas are sold in these units
57. Break away from
58. Ethereal
59. Boggy

CLUES DOWN

1. Mangled
2. Ruffled some feathers
3. Not young
4. Lakers legend
5. Nocturnal S. American rodent
6. Direction (Scottish)
7. Intestinal inflammation
8. Spring back in fear
9. Owl genus
10. Girls
11. Unbeliefs
12. Force unit
14. Expired trade agreement
15. Went alone
18. Animal noises
20. Woman who graduated from 
a specific school
24. The very top

26. Organs in males
28. Earnings
30. Z Z Z
32. Reddish browns
34. A salt or ester of acetic acid
35. A place to get off your feet
37. More disreputable
38. Kidney condition
40. Cease moving
42. Quick
43. Extra seed covering
45. ‘Survivor: Panama’ winner
47. Six
49. One who inspects lamps
50. Small parrot
51. Primordial matter of the 
universe
55. __ fi (slang)

Insurance 
from page 4

• The school board contemplates two 
potential sites for elementary schools to 
ease overcrowding at Paterson and Key-
stone Heights.

• A Clay County jury convicts Wil-
liam Davis Wright, of Interlachen, of kill-
ing Joseph Hodges Strickland of Keystone 
Heights.

40 years ago, 1983
• The Department of Environmental 

Regulations places a three-to-six month 
moratorium on new hookups to the city’s 
sewage treatment plant.

• With the national unemployment rate 
at 10.1%, Eckerd Drugs offers a 32-ounce 
jar of Bama grape jelly for 99 cents, a 
49-ounce box of Tide for $1.99 and 100 
packets of Sweet ‘N Low for 79 cents.

• William D. Moore is hired as the new 
attorney for Clay County, replacing Tom 
McAnnally. 

History 
from page 4

By Kayden Zamor
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – May 9 was a regular day 
at football practice at Ridgeview High.

My third rep of the day, I was asked to 
run a slant. Without hesitation, I got in my 
stance, and took three hard vertical steps, 
and on my fourth step to cut to the left, my 
right leg collapsed. Not knowing what just 
happened, I knew something was wrong. 
Having a rushing pain throughout my leg 
felt like it was on fire.

“Why me? Is football over for me?”
That’s the first thought I had at this mo-

ment. The first day after the injury, I had 
an X-ray on my leg. Hoping nothing came 
up on the results, the doctor came back to 
the room with news.

“After reviewing your X-rays, I can’t 
see anything, but after doing my hands-
on exam, it definitely has something to do 
with your ACL,” he said.

My heart dropped. I prayed it was 
the smallest tear that could be fixed and 
I could be back in at least three weeks. 

‘Why me?’

Working through the pain, doubt and future recovery of knee surgery
The next day I needed an MRI to pinpoint 
the real problem. On May 12,, the doctor 
walked into the room, and I can tell from 
the expression on his face it wasn’t good.

“You have torn your ACL and you are 
projected to be out six-to-12 months,” he 
said.

It felt like my life was over. I burst into 
tears crying on my mother’s shoulder, not 
wanting to accept the reality of the situ-
ation. About 15 minutes passed, and the 
doctor wanted me to start pre-hab imme-
diately. Having no hope, I reluctantly made 
my way there. The order was to regain my 
range of motion, trying to put pressure on 
it.

After my first session and walking 
again, I didn’t need my crutches as much. 
I felt that maybe I did have a chance to 

have a speedy recovery. For the next three 
weeks, I’ve had three sessions of pre-hab 
a week. The one thing I’ve heard the most 
during the process is everything happens 
for a reason, whether it be from family 
members, friends, teachers or even coach-
es.

Now I’m waiting for my surgery on June 
13. I am excited to start my re-hab pro-
cess and nervous at the same time because 
I know I can recover fast. I’m too hard of 
a worker to let this stop me from playing 
at the college level, but nervous because 
what if I can’t get back to the level I was 
once at?

Ultimately, no matter what happens, I 
know that I have a strong support system 
that will support whatever decision I make 
after my surgery.  
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By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – After a long road with 
plenty of twists and turns throughout their 
four-year experience, Pace Center for Girls 
Class of 2023 finally celebrate on Friday.

Seniors were honored at a Highpoint 
Community Church graduation ceremony, 
with students recognized for their hard 
work and dedication to the finish line.

Sarah Waldin, the class Salutatorian, 
thanked all involved – but most of all, her 
classmates.

“Finally, to my friends, you guys helped 
me the most, gave me laughs when I was 
sad, helped me when I was down, celebrat-
ed me during the good times, and congratu-
lated me for accomplishing my goals. I’m 
proud of all of us for reaching this mile-
stone. Once again, congratulations  to our 
Class of 2023. We made it,” she said.

Waldin spent her first one and a half 
years in a traditional public school, and 
things didn’t go well.

“You can ask anyone: when I came in, I 
was just terrible. I wasn’t waking up in the 
morning, and I wasn’t eating. I was miser-
able,” Waldin said.

Now, Waldin graduated one year early 
with plans of becoming a pilot.

It wouldn’t have been possible without 
Pace, whose special attention helped flip 
the script.

“It helped so much because public 
school just wasn’t getting it done. (Pace) 
provided the kind of attention I needed. I 
struggled with staying on track, but the 
personal relationship with my teachers 
helped me stay on track,” she said.

Each graduate received a personalized 
video recorded by staff members for their 
accomplishments and the unique personal-
ity traits that make them so special.

When administrators asked if any stu-
dents would like to speak at the end of the 
ceremony, Shaylah Atwell was one of the 
first to volunteer.

Atwell’s message to graduates: “Don’t 
give up and never look back. Keep going. 
Don’t let this be your end, because it’s not 
your end,” she said.

The senior wants to become a labor and 
delivery nurse and will enroll at the Uni-
versity of North Florida.

The journey of the goal-oriented senior 
was smooth at Pace, only lasting three 
months.

Atwell never knew what would be in 
store for her when she first joined the all-
girls academy.

She made lifelong friends and lasting 
memories and learned plenty of life les-
sons.

“(At first) I just wanted to get my di-
ploma and head out,” she said.

She quickly realized he classmates 
were struggling, too, so she immediately 
stepped in to help.

“I realized that there were other people 
with different problems, so I slowed down 
and tried to help everyone else,” she said.

Atwell doesn’t regret a single moment. 
She said the experience taught her kindest, 
compassion, patience and humility.

According to Pace, it provides a year-
round education, counseling and life skills 
training for a comprehensive and indi-
vidualized experience for middle and high 
school-age girls.

Katelyn Stocks, Academic Coordinator, 
led the ceremonies.

Stocks taught each graduate. She tried 
to hold back tears at the ceremony.

“‘I was thinking, ‘Don’t cry, don’t cry.’” 
she said.

She’s immensely proud of the students 

Families, friends and the community welcomed graduates as they walked into the chapel for 
the ceremony.

‘I’m proud for us reaching this milestone’

Pace Center for Girls-Clay
celebrates graduation, life-skills

Shaylah Atwell shared her experiences during 
the graduation ceremonies about what she 
learned at the Pace Center for Girls.

SEE PACE, 16
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Discover the area’s 
BEST choice for 

inspired senior living
Elegant, inspired, and now award-winning—

Allegro Fleming Island has been ranked among 
the nation’s best senior living communities by U.S. 
News & Report. We are honored and humbled by 
this recognition and the trust our residents and 

their families have placed in us.

Assisted Living Facility #10313

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Experience our vibrant community for 
yourself. Join us for a National Flag Day 
celebration on Wednesday, June 14 from 
1-3 p.m. Call (904) 204-3344 or scan this 
QR code for details and to RSVP.

Crewman hit by tire, knocked out on 
pit road during Sunday’s race

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

Thomas Hatcher remembers a tire hitting 
him in the chest and chin during a pit stop 
on Lap 180 Sunday at the World Wide Tech-
nology Raceway. After that, everything still 
is a blur.

The front tire changer for Eric Jones’ No. 
43 Chevrolet was hit on pit road by a tire. 
Medical technicians were so concerned he 
was taken to the trauma center at St. Louis 
University Hospital for further treatment.

After clearing a CT scan, the Middleburg 
High graduate flew to his North Carolina 
home nine hours after his Legacy Motor 
Club teams arrived.

A day later, he spoke with Clay Today 
about the accident during Sunday’s Enjoy Il-
linois 300 for the NASCAR Cup Series.

“We had the 3 (Austin Dillon) pitting 
in front of us and we (Jones) followed him 
in,” Hatcher said. “The 3 didn’t give us any 
breaks by giving us room to the wall. You try 
to split the cars (running out to do the pit 
stop) when they follow each other. The front 
(tire carrier) didn’t get enough room. Ev-
erything recoiled into me and I got blasted.”

One of the tires hit Hatcher so hard his 
feet went straight up, and he dropped to the 
pavement head-first. His helmet and foam 

cushion were cracked.
“I got knocked out,” Hatcher said. “I 

mean, I was out cold for about 30 seconds. 
I don’t remember anything. I tried watching 
some of the videos, but it’s all still crazy to 
me. I just laid there. I started to get up, and 
I guess I fell over. They told me I needed to 
stay down.”

While Hatcher pits for Legacy, he’s em-
ployed by Joe Gibbs Racing. Many of the 
second-tier teams hire crews from larger 
organizations. A year ago, he was the front 
tire-changer for Kyle Busch, and the team 

won the NASCAR World Pit Crew Champion-
ship.

Busch now drives for Richard Childress 
Racing and he won Sunday’s race.

Tyler Reddick drives for Michael Jor-
dan’s and Denny Hamlin’s 23XI, and they 
also get crews from Gibbs. After Reddick 
crashed, Houston Stamper finished the race 
for Legacy. Jones finished 18th.

Hatcher is now in NASCAR’s concussion 
protocol. He said he feels good enough “to 
pit a car right now,” he won’t be allowed 
over the wall until he’s cleared.

“The doctor had me do a couple of little 
things and I definitely was knocked out,” he 
said. “I honestly feel great. Now I’m sore. 
My neck muscle feels like when I had a foot-
ball neck – you know, when you first start 
the first few days of football practice and 
your neck gets sore.”

Now in his 17th season as a tire chang-
er, Hatcher is also in the final year of his 
contract. “What happened was the best of 
the worst,” he said. “I’ve been in it a long 
time. I guess it was my time. I just can’t 
remember it.”

Middleburg’s Hatchet in NASCAR protocol after being injured

Middleburg High graduate Thomas Hatcher is in NASCAR’s concussion protocol after being knocked out by a tire during last Sun-
day’s race. Hatcher was part of the world record pit crew for driver Kyle Busch (right) last year.
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FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENSMEMORY GARDENS Funeral & Cremation Services Funeral Home

Traditional, Church & Graveside ServicesTraditional, Church & Graveside Services

Locally Owned With A 
Tradition of Service

•  Pre-Need & Insurance 
Arrangements

• World Wide Shipping
• Caskets & Urns
• Pre-Planning
• Cremation

904-264-1233
www.BivensFuneralHome.com

529 Kingsley Ave • Orange Park

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982

Law Offi ce 
1543 Kingsley Ave. • Orange Park

904-264-3412

REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I .C.
KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.

2400 MADISON STREET
PALATKA, FL 32177

386.312.0444
www.f laggserenitychapel.com

“ Serving Loving Families & 

Preserving Living Memories”

Obituaries 
Brenda Sue Gideons Raby

Brenda Sue Gideons Raby, 68, of Or-
ange Park, FL, passed away May 18, 2023

Please sign the family’s online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000.

Evelyn Miller

Evelyn Miller,75, passed away on April 
28, 2023. There will be a memorial held in 
her honor on June, 17, 2023 at First Black 
Creek Baptist church at 1:00 pm.

John W. Oliverio
John W. Oliverio, 83, of Green Cove 

Springs, FL, passed away June 3, 2023
Please sign the family’s online guest-

book at www.broadusraines.com
Arrangements are under the care of 

Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000

William Davis Dixon, Jr.

William Davis Dixon, Jr., 66, of Orange 
Park, FL, passed away June 3, 2023

Please sign the family’s online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 

Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000

James Samuel Treese

James Samuel Treese 1931-2023
It is with great sadness that the family 

of James Samuel Treese an-
nounces that he passed away 
on May 24, 2023 at the age 
of 91. 

Jim was born in An-
sted, West Virginia, 
and proudly served 
his country in the 
U.S. Air Force. 
He continued to 
honor and protect 
as a Deputy with 
the Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office for 
many years. Jim 
was a great leader 
and a brilliant busi-
nessman. He helped construct Jackson-
ville General Hospital and became the 
Executive Director. He retired from the 
Union Correctional Institute as the Di-
rector of Purchasing later in his career. 
He then moved to Fleming Island where 
he enjoyed his retirement with Jakie. He 
frequented the dog track with friends and 
enjoyed all the FSU football games. Jim 
is survived by his wife of 47 years, Helen 
(Jakie) Treese; his only son, James Brian 
Treese (Linda); and 3 daughters, Nancy 
Chapman (David), Mariana Jones, and 

James Samuel Treese

Dixie Clendening (Bill). Also left behind 
are his 4 grandchildren, Stephanie, Emily, 
Sam, and Jake, and 3 great grandchildren, 
Avi, Michelle, and Holly. In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that a donation be made to 
the American Cancer Society.

Please sign the family’s online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000

Micki C. Maurer 
Micki C. Maurer, 78, passed away Sat-

urday, May 27, 2023 in Orange Park, FL. 
She was the daughter of the late William J. 
and Mabel Cowart, born on June 2, 1944 in 
Elloree, SC.  

    Micki gradu-
ated from Herschel 
V. Jenkins High 
School in 1962. 
She and her family 
moved to Orange 
Park in 1976 and 
she worked in real 
estate and served 
as EVP of the Clay 
County Board of 
Realtors for a num-
ber of years. Micki loved life, loved people, 
loved her family, loved God and southern 
gospel music, and enjoyed cooking.  

 She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; brother, Willie Thomas Jones, Jr. and 
sister, Janet Bauer.  

   Micki is survived by her husband of 
60 years, Larry Maurer; daughter, Donna 
Miller and son, Don-L Maurer, both of Or-
ange Park; grandson, Joshua Gorsuch, St. 
Petersburg, and granddaughters, Miranda 
and Brianna Maurer and Ashley Miller, all 
of Orange Park; and sister, Elizabeth Car-
penter of Islamorada, FL.   

    A memorial service will be held on 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at Aaron and Burney Bivens Fu-
neral Home, 529 Kingsley Avenue, Orange 
Park, FL 32073, (904) 264-1233.  

Micki C. Maurer

greatest pulling guards to lead a sweep 
in football history. He was 6-1 and tipped 
the scales at 265 pounds. There have 
been bigger, faster, stronger quarter-
backs to play since.

The new era of athletes is different. 
That’s why I’ve always resisted compar-
ing genera-
tions. They 
used to play 
the balata 
golf balls, 
wooden clubs 
and steal 
shafts in golf. 
Now they play 
with synthetic 
components 
found on the 
International 
Space Sta-
tion.

They also 
unders tand 
diet and fit-
ness far better than my generation, just 
like I was better informed about being in 
shape than my grandfather. Power bars, 
tire-flipping and cardio exercises have 
replaced ankle weights, blocking sleds 
and pizza.

High school football left me with a left 
knee replacement and needing to sched-
ule shoulder and hip replacements. My 
hip often buckles without a clue, which 
can sometimes be embarrassing in pub-
lic. My right shoulder cracks and snaps 
every time I move my arm.

But given the opportunity to do it all 
over again, I would. I still consider it one 
of the greatest times of my life.

When I was in high school, a torn car-
tilage meant major surgery with a long, 
ugly scar. Now it’s an in-and-out proce-
dure with three tiny cuts. It’s changed so 
much. They don’t even call it cartilage 
anymore. Now it’s called meniscus.

When I played, a torn ACL was ca-
reer-ending. His surgery will be next 
week, and he hopes to be on the field with 
the Panthers.

The newest brand of athletes, along 
with modern medicine, makes everything 
more possible.

When Kayden goes on the field, I will 
be there to watch. I’ll be the easy one to 
find – the person limping along the side-
line.

Athletes
from page 4

Despite my pain and scars, 
I miss being back on the 
field like in 1974.
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Doug Johnson, Sales Agent
(C)904-451-3900

Office: 
 904-272-0435  

1890 Kingsley Ave.  
Ste 102

Orange Park,  
FL 32073

Phillip Parsons, Broker
(C) 904-955-2253

M A R K E TM A S T E R S S E.CO M 

Commercial & Residential Real Estate  
Sales, Leasing, and Management Est. 1981

For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – HCA Florida Orange Park 
Hospital celebrated the opening of the third 
floor in its new Patient Tower. There are 24 
private rooms and will focus on caring for 
Medical-Surgical Patients. The five-story 
tower is part of a $126 million expansion 
project that offers patients innovative care 
in a home-like setting.

The fourth and fifth floors have already 
opened and contain 24 private patient 
rooms, a unit for medical and surgical pa-
tients. The first floor has opened, including 
the hospital’s outpatient testing and imag-
ing services and the patient registration 
area. The second floor will be designated 
for medical surgical patients and will open 
later this month, completing this new 96 
Bed Tower expansion project.

More than 100 new jobs were created 
to care for the increased number of pa-
tients. “Like many in our area, we’re feel-
ing the effects of the growth happening in 
Clay County,” says Lisa Valentine, Chief 
Executive Officer at Orange Park Hospi-
tal. “With this growth comes the need to 
expand our team, our facility, and our ser-
vices to continue to rise to the needs of our 
community.”

Built for today’s patient care, the new 
rooms have the latest in digital medical 

Orange Park Hospital opens state-of-the-art patient unit

charting. MyCare boards will sync treat-
ments, lab results, and surgery details for 
the patient all in one place. An advanced 
nurse call system will connect the pa-
tient directly with a nurse via the nurse’s 
handheld iPhone, and the Centrak system 
identifies and logs each caregiver entering 
the room, monitors all patient activity, and 
tracks medical equipment.

The hospital experience will be more 
comfortable with home-like furnishings 
and Apple TVs integrated into the rooms 

with advanced WiFi and faster internet 

speeds for connectivity and entertainment.
“Using the Apple TV, the physician can 

review with the patient their lab results or 
the images from a recent diagnostic test, 
for example, keeping the patient informed 
of their health status which lets them play 
an active role and we hope, gets them back 
on their feet, faster,” said Mary Tabor, 
MSN, RN, NE-BC, Chief Nursing Officer.

“We are already the preferred health-
care provider for thousands of families in 
our community. We want to continue earn-
ing their trust by providing more resources 
to keep them close to home when seeking 
medical care, all with the added peace of 
mind that comes from today’s technology,” 
Valentine said.

Charles Perry Partners, Inc. served as 
the general contractor and TMPartners, 
PLLC was the project’s architect.
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Get a Summer Academic

Do you know how
your child is really
doing at school? Get 
our Summer Academic
Checkup and find out!

GET A SUMMER
ACADEMIC
CHECK UP
FOR JUST

$29
Retail price is $150.

Expires 6-15-23. 
Cannot be combined

with other offers.
Coupon code – 0623

By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Batton Family 
Ranch is a family-owned business that res-
cues unwanted horses and rehabilitates 
them.

The ranch opened in January but has 
given unwanted horses a second chance in 
life since 2021. In addition, the ranch fo-
cuses on encouraging kids to be more en-
gaged with nature and less on their phones.

“I created the ranch as a place where 
people and horses can come together,” said 
owner Charles Batton. “I’ve taken horses 
that no one wants and have given them a 
second chance at life and a new job.”

Over the years, the ranch has rescued 
and rehabilitated 20 horses.

“Every horse is different,” Batton said. 
“A lot of times, we get sick, starving or lame 
horses that have medical issues.”

Rehabilitation depends on the animal’s 
condition, but it usually requires nutrients, 
love, and re-training. After rehabilitation, 
the animals either remain on the ranch as 
riding horses or go to new homes.

“I would love people to be more aware of 
all the horses out there that are languish-
ing away and how these animals are willing 
to work and partner with people more than 
any other animal,” he said.

The ranch offers equestrian riding ser-
vices as a way to encourage children to be 

outside with nature and animals. Families 
can learn the basics of horseback riding 
through interactive lessons. Activities such 
as flag hunting, horse trails, and timed rac-
es are available for individuals to sharpen 
their riding skills further. In addition, les-
sons allow children to learn skill sets and 
values such as communication, problem-
solving, kindness and self-confidence. The 
ranch also offers individual trail rides and 
special occasions such as birthday par-
ties, social gatherings and events at sum-
mer camps. “I think what we can bring to 
Keystone Heights and the neighboring Clay 
County community is an opportunity for 
people to reconnect with animals, the past 
and really recalibrate their lives back to 
mankind’s best which is being with animals 
and being outdoors,” Batton said.

For more information about Batton 
Family Ranch at 4519 Marilyn Court, call 
(904) 955-7324 or email battonfamily-
ranch@gmail.com.

Second chances lead to 
first-class fun at Batton Ranch

Garden Club celebrates 
National Garden Week

ORANGE PARK – The Garden Club of 
Orange Park has prepared a display at 
the Orange Park Library to celebrate Na-
tional Garden Week.

Two glass cases in the lobby high-
light some of the projects the club has 
been involved with this year, including 
Plant America, Clay County Fair and the 
Smokey Bear-Woodsy Owl poster contest 
for elementary school students.

While you are there, be sure to pick 
up a free copy of “20 Easy to Grow Wild-
flowers,” compliments of the Garden 

Club. We hope you’ll consider becoming 
a member when our meetings resume in 
September.

The club’s exhibit will be on display 
through June 10.

Waste Not Want Not hosting 
yard sale to feed those in need

ORANGE PARK – Waste Not Want Not 
is sponsoring a yard sale on June 9, from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m., at the Challenger En-
terprises Shopping Plaza at 556 Kingsley 
Ave.

Thousands of new items will be avail-
able at yard sale prices, including Hal-
loween and Christmas decorations, 
cleaning supplies, automotive supplies, 
pet supplies, household goods, health 
and beauty aids, toys, books, toiletries, 
supplements, paint, tools and more.

Every dollar raised will provide 15 
pounds of food to someone in need.

In America, stores and restaurants 
throw away lots of perfectly good food: 
one-quarter of all food produced in the 
United States.

One in six children, adults and se-
niors do not always have enough to eat: 1 
in 6 of all Americans.

In North Florida, Waste Not Want 

Community Briefs

SEE COMMUNITY, 15



June 8, 2023 • CLAY TODAY 11CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM 

ALL YOUR FAVORITE Classic arcade games! 
PLUS pinball machines, craft beers,  

16 taps for draft beers, full bar  
and a menu of great food!

(904) 579-3435 • 1760 Wells Road • Orange Park • www.leaderboardarcade.com

LEADERBOARD
ARCADE • BAR •PIZZERIA
LEADERBOARD

MON-WED 3PM-MIDNIGHT
THURS-FRI 3PM - 2AM

SAT. 11AM-2AM
SUN 11AM-MIDNIGHT

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – While no storms are on 
the radar, residents should begin prepar-
ing for themselves, their families and their 
pets.

There’s plenty that county residents 
can do now to get a head start.

For pet owners, food, water, medica-
tions and shelter are the most important 
things to have on hand. Special consider-
ations should also be made in advance to 
provide shelter and relief areas.

Dogs, cats, rodents, birds and rabbits 
are the only animals accepted at selected 
animal-friendly shelters in Clay County. 
Visit claycounty.gov to find out which loca-
tions will accept pets.

“A lot of dogs will not go outside to 
use the restroom, so a lot of people rec-
ommend getting a big kids’ pool and put-
ting some sod in it and putting that in the 
garage. That way, a dog has a place to go 
potty and they’re not out in the rain,” said 
Sandy Summerton, Executive Director of 

Safe Animal Shelter.
Keeping pets safe and comfortable dur-

ing a storm is also crucial.
“It’s really important to make sure 

you’re keeping your animals contained 
because they are stressed out during that 
time.”

Summerton said owners should have a 
stock of food, water and medications for at 
least two weeks.

“If we lose power and we’re out for two 
weeks, do we have enough for that time pe-
riod. It’s the same kind of thing for when 
we prepare for ourselves. We need to make 
sure that we’re also looking out for our ani-
mals and pets,” Summerton said.

She had one last word of advice:
“Do not leave your animals on leashes 

when outside and in a storm. We should 
not be keeping animals outside in a storm. 
Make sure any of those animals are brought 
inside,” she said.

Another important tip to keep pets safe 
is to create an emergency kit tailored spe-
cifically to them.

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency recommends individuals gather a 
three-day food supply in an airtight, wa-

terproof container and three days of wa-

Keeping Fido, Fluffy safe during hurricane season
Animals require advanced preparation to survive storm

Sandy Summerton said it’s important to plan 
ahead to keep pets safe during a storm.

CJ Acres Farms founder Lee Sackett said 
evacuating livestock isn’t an option.

SEE ANIAMLS, 12
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Live the Good Life®

1525 Kingsley Ave  |  Orange Park, FL 32073 

(904) 955-9488 |  www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com Assisted Living Facility 
License #13475

In partnership with

DEMENTIASupport Group

2023 SUPPORT 
GROUP DATES

No Meetings During  
November & December

FACILITATED BY:

Rosie Baskett,  
OTR/L

Dementia Specialist

Every 3rd Tuesday  
of the Month! 

6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
RSVP at 904-639-4700 or Hello@PalagioSeniorLiving.com

Jan 17

Feb 21

Mar 21

April 18

May 16

June 20

Jul 18

Aug 15

Sep 19

Oct 17

The orthopedic team at 
Ortho One provides extensive 

solutions to auto accident 
injuries, workers’ compensation 

injuries, and sports injuries. 

(904) 619-3048  • www.orthoonejacksonville.com

794 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park, FL 32065
1760 Edgewood Avenue W

Jacksonville, FL 32208
6100 Kennerly Rd, #202
Jacksonville, FL 32216

1045 Riverside Ave, #100
Jacksonville, FL 32204

1851 Old Moultrie Rd.
St. Augustine, FL 32086

1405 S Orange Ave #601
Orlando, FL 32086

Fady Bahri, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

George Bahri, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

Ralph Rizk, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON  & 

TOTAL JOINT SURGEON

Haitao Zhang, MD
PAIN MANAGEMENT

Michael Song, MD
INTERVENTIONAL PAIN 

MANAGEMENT

Comprehensive & 
Personalized Care
FOR ALL MUSCULOSKELETAL CONCERNS

ELBOW PAIN • SHOULDER PAIN • KNEE PAIN • FOOT & ANKLE PAIN • HAND & WRIST PAIN 
HIP PAIN • LUMBAR SPINE ISSUES • TOTAL JOINTS • PAIN MANAGEMENT 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR HEALTH INSURANCES

Animals
from page 11

ter, along with medications and medical 
records. Registration documents, adoption 
papers and vaccinations should be gath-
ered. It would be best to talk to a veteri-
narian about microchipping and enrolling 
your pet in a recovery database is also 
recommended.

A first aid kit is also never a bad thing 
to have. Cotton bandage rolls, bandage 
tape and scissors, antibiotic ointment, flea 
and tick prevention, latex gloves, isopro-
pyl alcohol, and saline solution are recom-
mended items to include.

Also, have a sturdy, reliable crate or 
pet carrier handy in case you need to evac-
uate. The container should be large enough 
for the pet to stand, turn around and lie 
down.

Bring litter and a litter box if appropri-
ate, along with newspapers, paper towels, 
plastic trash bags and household chlorine 
bleach.

Last but not least, a photograph of you 
and your pet should be taken and saved if 
you haven’t done so already. If you become 
separated from your pet, the picture will 
help you document ownership and allow 
others to assist you in recovering your ani-
mal. Writing down species, breed, age, sex, 
color and other distinguishing characteris-
tics on the back of the picture could make 
the difference between lost and found.

There are also plenty of important con-

siderations to be made for farm animals 
as hurricane season touches down in the 
county.

Lee Sackett, the founder of CJ Acres 
Animal Rescue Farm, a nonprofit and all-
volunteer animal rescue farm that reduces 
suffering and rehabilitates several species 
in Keystone Heights, knows about prepar-
ing for a storm.

With more than 100 animals, CJ Acres 
has information to protect horses, cows, 
goats, feral cats, sheep, chickens, pigs 
or ducks. The animals come from across 
Florida, the Southeast, the United States 
and Canada.

With a wide-ranging list of animals with 
various needs, evacuation is not an option.

“We find that it’s time-consuming, and 
there are too many challenges with trying 

to move over 100 animals,” he said.
Focusing on preparation is a better op-

tion, and it’s a process that begins before 
hurricane season began on June 1.

“For us, it’s making sure that we have 
the proper equipment and personnel to 
take care of any issues before an event,” 
he said. 

“Whether it’s a hamster or a bull, it’s an 
event that you should be taking seriously. 
Some people think ‘Oh, this hurricane is 
not going to hit us because the (weather 
predictions) were wrong the last three 
times. You can’t arrive to the Home Depot 
the day before a storm hits and magically 
think they will have generators,” Sackett 
said.

Utilize CJ Acres’ 3-3-3 strategy 30 days 
before a storm. 

“Thirty days ahead, think about, ‘Do 
we have everything we need?’ Three days 
ahead, ask that question again. Three 
hours ahead, ask yourself, ‘What do we 
need last minute?’ Do we need to close up 
the barn? What are we missing? It’s our 
last chance,” he said.

Sackett’s strategy has worked well so 
far.

“We’ve never had an animal that was 
injured, ran out of food, or ran out of water, 
and that’s even when power has been out 
for over a week, and a lot of that is just due 
to preparation,” Sackett said.

For more information, visit https://
www.ready.gov/pets, www.fdacs.gov/
Consumer-Resources/Animals/Animal-Re-
lated-Emergency-Response and FloridaDi-
saster.org/PlanPrepare/Pet-Plan.

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – With hurricane season upon us, all hands 
are on deck in Orange Park, including the Public Works De-
partment, Town Manager’s office, and other departments 
taking extensive safety measures to protect residents from 
the 2023 storm cycle.

Public Works is already making initial preparations 

When the winds blow, rains 
come, Orange Park will be ready

STAFF PHOTOS BY LEE WARDLAW

The “trash truck,” also known as the “claw truck,” is a significant tool for 
the Public Works Department when a hurricane touches down because 
it can remove fallen branches, pick up other large objects, and haul 
debris.SEE ORANGE PARK, 14
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Aya Osman awarded the Wenger Family STEM Scholarship
By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – After winning her two-
year battle with childhood cancer, 18-year-
old Aya Osman will take on a new challenge 
– college.

Once considered too far out of reach, 
Osman is excited to announce she will be 
attending New York University in the fall 
and will be cancer-free.

Her dream is made possible in part by 
the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund. The fund helps 
families tackle childhood cancer by provid-
ing comprehensive financial, emotional and 
practical support.

Osman won the Jay Fund Foundation 
Wenger Family STEM Scholarship, an an-
nual college scholarship awarded to 16 
cancer patients and survivors to encourage 
them to pursue their dreams.

“I heard about the Jay Fund through 
the clinic I would go to for treatment, but 
I received a letter about the scholarship 
months ago. It had been sitting on my piano 
for some time, and I thought, ‘Why not go 
ahead and apply?’” Osman said. “I did, and 
I was lucky enough to be chosen. I am end-
lessly grateful for their financial support.”

After being diagnosed with synovial cell 
sarcoma in her arm during her junior year, 
Osman’s long-term goals were put on the 
back burner.

“It came by really fast. When I was di-
agnosed, everything was just tunnel vision. 
I had to focus on one thing at a time, and 
graduation seemed 100 years away,” she 
said.

Despite undergoing chemotherapy, radi-
ation and surgery to kill the tumor, Osman 
never backed down and continued to apply 
herself in school, taking rigorous courses 
in the IB diploma program to pursue her 

dream of helping others in medicine.
Osman graduated Summa Cum Laude 

and as an AP Scholar in May. She received 
the African American National Recognition 
Award and has placed twice in the senior 
division in the Chemistry and Environmen-
tal Clay County Science Fair and received 
second place in healthcare administration 
in the Future Business Leaders of America 
district competition this year.

Now, Osman can finally embrace her 
dream of being a neuroscientist, a dream 
she’s had since elementary school. She will 

take biology classes at NYU to prepare her 
for medical school.

“Graduation during my cancer treat-
ment seemed so far in the future. There’s no 
point in focusing on all that now, but it was 
during a time, let’s say when I was throw-
ing up from cancer treatments. After remis-
sion, I realized that graduation and going 
to college was possible, very possible,” she 
said.

“I knew I was on the right path. My 
grades were good, even with my absences. 
When I was in the hospital, my mom would 
bring my laptop so I could work on my as-
signments,” she said. “So you know, I was 
laying down on my hospital bed, and the 
nurses would come in checking my heart 
rate, checking my temperature and whatnot 
while I would be rushing to finish an essay 
for IB history or English.”

Classwork and her passion for piano 
helped distract her from the stress and 
anxiety of her extensive medical treatment. 
It also opened her eyes to the medical pro-
fession she longed to be a part of.

“I would often stay for three days at a 
time for chemo treatments, and that made 
me really pay attention to what the doctors 
and nurses were doing, and I saw how pas-
sionate they were about the field,” she said.

“I feel this experience, in general, has 
been valuable in maintaining an empathetic 
approach to working with patients. It’s al-

ways important to understand what they 
are going through, even if that is impossible 
because we all deal with things different-
ly – but I think it will help me sympathize 
with patients and be more passionate about 
what I am working towards.”

However, the most important lesson 
didn’t come from textbooks and lectures. It 
came from within.

“I learned a lot about myself in the last 
two years. What surprised me the most was 
realizing that I was capable enough, even 
undergoing everything that I went through, 
to take care of my body and my mind,” she 
said

“I feel that really anything is possible. 
It’s your mind that needs convincing, not 
your body. You need to make sure that what 
you’re doing is something you’re really pas-
sionate about if you put your entire body, 
mind, and soul into it,” she said.

To those struggling with a difficult diag-
nosis, to those who may feel lost or direc-
tionless, Osman reminds them to never give 
up on our dreams.

“I’m not going to say it’s an easy time 
because it’s not, but even though the future 
may not seem promising, we dance with 
fear and doubt every day. Using that as an 
excuse not to pursue your passions is not 
going to cut it,” she said. “You should try 
to be more optimistic about what you are 
going to do rather than being pessimistic.”

Ridgeview graduate Aya Osman will use her 
Jay Fund scholarship at New York College to 
study medicine.
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their staging areas, making room for debris 
to be collected at their headquarters, and 
ensuring all equipment is in proper run-
ning condition in light of hurricane season.

“We’re ready for debris clean-up,” said 
Kyle Croce, Public Works Director.

Croce and the department began coor-
dinating with other departments and coun-
ty so they would be on the same page if a 
potential storm were to strike. 

“We’ve coordinated with the Fire De-
partment, Police Department and Town 
Manager (Sarah Campbell) on any fore-
casting and tracking needed, and the coun-
ty on their emergency operations. We’ve 
also started looking at the weather (fore-
casts) a lot more,” he said.

By surveying parks and structures, 
Croce and his crew already have their 
boots on the ground in preparation for hur-
ricane season. Now, they’ll be ready for the 
worst-case scenario.

“They are out there looking at the parks 
and setting up (other) areas for more in-
spections and clean-up throughout the city 
for stormwater and the stormwater sys-
tem,” Croce said.

Here’s how it works:
Workers split up into different sections 

of the town and looked at inlet structures 
and ditches that carry stormwater. “They 
(also) start moving them and clearing them 
of any debris that may have fallen in,” he 

Orange Park  
from page 12

said.
An excellent working relationship in the 

county is also crucial for a smoothly-run-
ning operation which the town coordinates 
with for essential services when a storm 
makes landfall for things such as coordi-
nating sandbag pick-up and drop-off loca-
tions.

The county is also willing to lend a 

hand, not just with sandbag drop-offs and 
communications, but with hauling debris 
after the storm.

“They’ve always offered help if we need 
help, and we can piggyback off their de-
bris-hauling and monitoring contracts. We 
haven’t had to in the past couple of years, 
but they’ve said (the service) is available 
(to the town) in their contracts. It’s a great 
relationship,” Croce said. 

Of course, Orange Park returns the fa-
vor.

“(Public Works) is one of the locations 
that the Sherriff’s Department comes to 
get fuel from for the vehicles in the area,” 
he said.

The primary responsibility of the Public 
Works Department is to keep the roadways 
clear so that emergency vehicles can trav-
el freely after a storm. They work alongside 
the police department and Jacksonville 
Electric Authority to maintain a smoothly-
running operation.

“Any time we get a call that a tree is 
down or a power line is down, we get out 
there, as long as the streets aren’t flooded, 
and we’re able to get there so that emer-
gency vehicles can get through and reach 
anybody needs help. We’re right in the mid-
dle of it during a storm,” Croce said.

A convoy of town-funded trucks pro-
vides workers with the necessary tools to 
clear debris.

Dump trucks are necessary for hauling 
debris, which can be disposed of in a num-

ber of ways following the storm, all depen-
dent on the storm’s size.

Bucket trucks are also a major asset. 
One of the machines can lift a worker to 
the highest point so they can safely per-
form a job, such as cutting down a broken 
limb.

One of Croce’s favorites is the trash 
truck. Otherwise known as the “claw 
truck,” this especially comes in handy dur-
ing each hurricane season.

The powerful red claw mounted to the 
back of the cabin is capable of ripping away 
broken branches and picking up large ob-
jects, which are placed into its large trash 
bed, which can then be hauled away. Two 
outriggers also provide ultimate stability 
as the machine completes its tasks. 

Keeping wastewater services opera-
tional is also important.

“We have permitted generators, and we 
set up temporary generators to ensure that 
all lift stations keep going. Sometimes, lift 
stations can be a problem, but we’re there, 
and the JEA also helps us with power, so 
that’s really good,” Croce said. 

Campbell has been preparing Orange 
Park for storm season.

“Every year, we participate in the Clay 
County Hurricane season exercise. I par-
ticipated, along with the Police Chief, Fire 
Chief, and members of our staff. In addi-
tion, we review the Town’s Disaster Man-
agement Plan without Department Head 
Team,” she said.

Kyle Croce, Public Works Director for 
Orange Park, said the town has already               
started preparing for hurricane season, 
including its debris-hauling trucks in proper 
running condition, scheduling parks and 
other areas for inspections and clearing out 
ditches.

“Any time we get a call that a tree is down or a power line is down, 
we get out there, as long as the streets aren’t flooded, and we’re able to 
get there so that emergency vehicles can get through and reach anybody 
needs help. We’re right in the middle of it during a storm.”

– Kyle Croce
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Not prevents the discarding of food to be 
used to fight hunger here at home. Our vol-
unteers rescue surplus food within a 15-
mile radius of Orange Park and provide it 
to charities serving the less fortunate in 14 
counties.

Learn, win by downloading 
passport to Clay County history

CLAY COUNTY – For the second year, 
Clay County will encourage everyone to 
play along as they learn about the county’s 
rich history. All you need is a mobile phone 
to participate in Clay County History Pass-
port, and everyone is eligible to win prizes.

To download the passport adventure, 
visit exploreclay.com/passports/.

Some exciting places everyone can visit 
– and complete their passports – include 
the historic courthouse and jail in the His-
toric Triangle in Green Cove Springs, Camp 
Chowenwaw, Camp Blanding and Spring 
Park.

Teens can work out for free this 
summer at Planet Fitness

CLAY COUNTY – Starting May 15, teens 
14-to-17 years old can work out at Planet 
Fitness for free during the summer.

In addition, the company will be giving 
away $200,000 in scholarships.

There are three Planet Fitness clubs in 
Clay County – 1980 Wells Road and 700 
Blanding Boulevard, both in Orange Park, 
and 1514 County Road 220 on Fleming Is-
land.

Community
from page 10

Winn-Dixie shoppers can earn 
$20 in groceries by getting 
vaccines

CLAY COUNTY – Seven Winn-Dixie 
stores in the county are offering $20 in 
free groceries if they receive two vacci-
nations on the same day at their in-store 
pharmacies to further encourage custom-
ers and their families to get up to date on 
routine vaccinations. To receive the free 
grocery offer, customers can walk up to a 
Winn-Dixie in-store pharmacy or make an 
appointment online to get two vaccines of 
their choice on the same day to receive a 
voucher for $20 in free groceries. The of-
fer is available through June 30. For more 
information on available vaccinations, visit 
winndixie.com/pharmacy/vaccines.

Active, retired federal 
employees to meet monthly

ORANGE PARK – As the only organiza-
tion dedicated to the general welfare of all 
federal workers and retirees, the National 
Association of Active and Retired Federal 
Employees delivers valuable guidance, 
timely resources and powerful advocacy.

Clay County Chapter 141 meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at the Orange 
Park Library at 2054 Plainfield Ave. at 
12:30 p.m. Each gathering consists of a 
short business meeting and a presentation.

Since NARFE’s founding in 1921, the 
association’s mission has been to defend 
and advance America’s civil servants 
earned pay and benefits.  Today, NARFE’S 
team of professional lobbyists continues 
to work tirelessly on behalf of the federal 
community. Supported by grassroots advo-
cates, NARFE is a leading voice in Wash-
ington and across the country, although of-
ten unknown to our active and retired local 
civil servants and postal personnel.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROTARY CLUB OF ORANGE PARK

OP Rotary Club donates $5,600 to Signal 35 Fund

ORANGE PARK – On Tuesday, the Signal 35 Fund received $5,600 from the Rotary 
Club of Orange Park. The Signal 35 Fund is a community-backed initiative helping 
the personnel who embody our local law enforcement, fire-rescue and emergency 
management teams in Clay County. Rotary President Bo Norton, Rotarians Michelle 
Ridley and Nicolce Helper, Sheriff Michelle Cook, along with Signal 35 members Jim 
Horne and John Horne were part of the check presentation. “The Signal 35 Fund helps 
our first responders in need, and we appreciate the support of the Rotary Club of 
Orange Park,” Cook said.

Colt Ford rumbles into 
Thrasher-Horne on Sept. 1

ORANGE PARK – Hick-hop? Rap-rock? 
Nah, categories are way too confining.

Collectively as the LACS, Baxley, 
Georgia’s renegade redneck rap duo Clay 
Sharpe and Brian King create the kind 
of music that created 
them; a hybrid of el-
ements drawn from 
raw outlaw country 
to southern rock to 
crunk hip-hop. That’s 
quite a fusion indeed, 
and one that captured 
the hearts and ears 
of those yearning for 
something fresh and re-
latable. “I call it the mix CD era. You put a 
little bit of everything on it,” Clay said of 

the eclectic vibe. “I feel like that’s how our 
music is and how it’s evolved.”

Colt Ford and the Lacs will bring their 
unique show to the Thrasher-Horne Cen-
ter for a one-night stand on Sept. 1 at 
7:30 p.m. For tickets, visit thcenter.org.

It’s been a long yet worthwhile wait. 
The Lacs have delivered a symposium of 
sounds sure to please everyone. So then, 
what is country lit? To ask Clay, he will 
mischievously retort - “I would say it’s ex-
actly what you think it means.” It’s what 
people have come to know and love the 
Lacs for, the stuff that makes them who 
they are. 

“We tried to hit every emotion on this 
album,” Clay said. “Some breakup songs, 
some outlaw country songs on there, 
proud to be American songs, some rap 
anthems, songs and some stuff to get 
crunked.”

Colt Ford
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clay County Board of Adjust-
ment will hold a public hearing on Thursday, June 22, 2023 at 
6:00 P.M., in the Board of County Commissioners Meeting Room, 
4th Floor, Clay County Administration Building, 477 Houston 
Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida, for the purpose of hearing 
objections, if any, to issuing a Variance to the Clay County Land 
Development Code, Article III, Section 3-6(d)(2) to allow for the 
placement of an accessory structure in the front yard of a parcel in 
the AR-2 zoning district. 

Location Address for BOA-0523-0013
8214 Alderman Road

Tax Parcel Identification Number 30-08-23-004708-001-00

Interested parties may appear at the hearing and be heard with 
respect to the proposed Variance. If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made by the Board or Commission with respect to 
any matter considered at such hearing, such person will need a 
record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, such person may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. A copy of the Variance Application is 
available for inspection by the public at the County Economic De-
velopment Services Department, Planning and Zoning Division, 
Third Floor of the Administration Building, between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal 
holidays. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any per-
son needing accommodations to participate in this matter should 
contact Clay County Risk Management by mail at P.O. Box 1366, 
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043, or by telephone at (904) 278-
4718, no later than three (3) days prior to the hearing or proceed-
ing for which this notice has been given. Deaf and hard of hearing 
persons can access the telephone number by contacting the 
Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 
(TDD).
 
BOA-0523-0013 published June 8, 2023 in Clay Today.

  Clay County Board of Adjustment
  Keith Hadden
  Chairman

Legal 71035 published  June 8, 2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today Newspaper.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clay County Board of Adjust-
ment will hold a public hearing on Thursday, June 22, 2023 at 6:00 
P.M., in the Board of County Commissioners Meeting Room, 4th 
Floor, Clay County Administration Building, 477 Houston Street, 
Green Cove Springs, Florida, for the purpose of hearing objec-
tions, if any, to issuing a Variance to the Clay County Land Devel-
opment Code, Article III, Section 3-6(d)(1) and Section 3-17(b)(2) 
to allow for the placement of an accessory structure in the side 
yard of a parcel in the RB zoning district. 
 

Location Address for BOA-0523-0011
3152 Creighton Landing Road 

Tax Parcel Identification Number 44-04-26-014028-000-00 

Interested parties may appear at the hearing and be heard with 
respect to the proposed Variance. If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made by the Board or Commission with respect to 
any matter considered at such hearing, such person will need a 
record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, such person may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. A copy of the Variance Application is 
available for inspection by the public at the County Economic De-
velopment Services Department, Planning and Zoning Division, 
Third Floor of the Administration Building, between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal 
holidays. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any per-
son needing accommodations to participate in this matter should 
contact Clay County Risk Management by mail at P.O. Box 1366, 
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043, or by telephone at (904) 278-
4718, no later than three (3) days prior to the hearing or proceed-
ing for which this notice has been given. Deaf and hard of hearing 
persons can access the telephone number by contacting the 
Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 
(TDD).
 
BOA-0523-0011 published June 8, 2023 in Clay Today.

Clay County Board of Adjustment
Keith Hadden

Chairman

Legal 71034 published  June 8, 2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today Newspaper.

STAFF PHOTOS BY LEE WARDLAW

County Commissioner Alexandra Compere 
was the keynote speaker for the Pace Center 
For Girls graduation at Highpoint Community 
Church in Orange Park.

for battling through the journey, and the 
future is bright for Pace’s most recently-
graduated class.

“Knowing who they were when they 
first came here and who they are now, it’s 

PACE
from page 6

a radical difference. I’m so excited. They’re 
going to do great things. This is an unprec-
edented class. If they can endure COVID, 
they can achieve anything,” she said.

County Commissioner Alexandra Com-
pere was the keynote speaker.

Compere spoke directly to the group, 
noting they should take a moment to cel-
ebrate a moment that took countless chal-
lenges to reach.

Her next lesson for graduates was to 
lean on their network of support in the lo-
cal community as much as possible as they 

begin to shoot for their goals and dreams.
She then read a quote from Napoleon 

Hill.
“There is a difference between wishing 

for a thing and being ready to receive it. No 
one is ready for a thing until he believes he 
can require it. The state of mind must be 
belief, not a hope or a wish,” she said.

Compete ended her address by saying: 
“As we look forward to the future, we look 
forward with hope, we look forward with 
optimism, and we look forward with excite-
ment.”
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ORANGE PARK – Pace Center for Girls, a 
nationally recognized model that provides 
education, counseling, training and advo-
cacy for more than 3,000 girls and young 
women annually, received a $90,000 grant 
from State Farm Insurance to support ca-
reer and college preparation at 21 Pace 
Centers for Girls across Florida, including 
the center on College Road in Orange Park.

T h e 
f u n d i n g 
s u p p o r t s 
Pace’s  com-
prehensive 
vocat ional 
and educa-
tion pro-
gram dedi-
cated to 
providing at-promise girls with the neces-
sary tools to obtain a high school diploma 
or GED, long-term employability skills and 
support pursuing an education past high 
school, whether at a professional training 
program, the military, a community college 
or a four-year college or university.

“One of the greatest responsibilities we 
have as a society is to ensure all girls and 
young women have access to opportuni-
ties to be successful as adults,” said Mary 
Marx, President and CEO of Pace. “We 
are grateful to State Farm for investing in 
Pace and providing us the opportunity to 
enhance our life-skills training and career 
and college readiness pathways.”

As part of the investment, girls like Em-
ily will represent 21 communities across 
the state of Florida and receive a State 
Farm Scholarship supporting college, vo-
cational school or certificate training. She 
will study psychology at Broward College 
this summer with plans to transition to 
Florida International University and be-
come a therapist. 

Having lost someone close to her by 
suicide, she said, “Maybe I can help peo-
ple and change future outcomes so it’s not 
devastating to the person, the family, and 
people around them.”

Pace has seen transformational im-
provements among girls personally and 
professionally. Eight out of 10 girls gradu-
ate from high school, pursue higher educa-
tion or secure employment after the pro-
gram, and nine out of 10 have experienced 
overall academic improvement.

“We are proud to support Pace in their 
commitment to provide career and col-
lege opportunities to all girls,” said Jose 
Soto, State Farm Corporate Responsibility 
Analyst. “Our agents enjoy volunteering at 
Pace and accompanying girls on experi-
mental trips that focus on job and school 
placement.”

For more information about Pace Cen-
ter for Girls, visit  www.pacecenter.org.

Pace Center for Girls 
gets $90,000 Grant 
from State Farm

the methods of dealing with Mother 
Nature’s wrath also change.

“The bigger concern is, typically, 
that we’re very susceptible to wind 
and surge,” he said. “So whether big or 
small, it’s more effects-based. I think 
that, unfortunately, a lot of folks get 
trapped into the Saffir-Simpson Scale, 
Cat 1, Cat 2, Cat 3, whatever. The 
effects of the smaller storms, we still 
had significant flooding with significant 
surges and downed trees. The wind 
may not have been as long-lasting, but 
they’re still there for those periods of 
intensity.”

Emergency management offices 
also face the challenge of ensuring the 
community is safe and prepared, even 
if previous alerts aren’t as disastrous 
as feared.

The last two tropical-related 
storms to hit Clay County were Ian and 
Nicole. Both caused minor flooding, 
erosion and wind damage.

Ian was spawned from a Tropical 
Wave off the coast of Western Africa 
last October to a Category 5 storm 
with 160 mph winds. It was projected 
to hit the Florida Panhandle but took 
an unexpected turn to the East and 
tore through Fort Myers and sur-
rounding areas.

The unpredictability of the storm 
prompted Clay officials to order an 
evacuation. Again, Ian fooled experts 
and left the state along the Space 
Coast. It turned again and hit South 
Carolina.

But Clay essentially was spared 
from any significant damage.

“You have a complex problem 
where you’re trying to make sure (to 
make accurate plans),” Ladd said. 
“We’ve luckily. We have a very good 
team that’s been here, done that. They 
do this all the time. I mean, there’s no 
new curveballs.”

Ladd said the first step to being 
prepared for all dangerous weather is 
downloading the free Alert Clay app 
from the claycountygov.com website. It 
will inform residents about hurricanes, 
thunderstorms, evacuation notices and 
flood warnings.

“That is our information conduit,” 
Ladd said. “We really just need to 
pound the table so folks can get our 
information content. Its got packing 

Hurricane 
from page 1

lists and preparedness guides and all that 
good stuff.”

As development turns wooded areas 
and wetlands into housing developments, 

SEE HURRICANE, 23
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clay County Board of Adjustment 
will hold a public hearing on Thursday, June 22, 2023 at 6:00 P.M., 
in the Board of County Commissioners Meeting Room, 4th Floor, 
Clay County Administration Building, 477 Houston Street, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida, for the purpose of hearing objections, if any, 
to issuing a Variance to the Clay County Land Development Code, 
Article III, Section 3-6(d)(1) and Section 3-16(b)(2) to allow for the 
placement of an accessory structure in the side yard of a parcel in 
the RA zoning district. 

Location Address for BOA-0423-0010
5120 Harvey Grant Road 

Tax Parcel Identification Number 46-04-26-014159-001-00

Interested parties may appear at the hearing and be heard with 
respect to the proposed Variance. If a person decides to appeal any 
decision made by the Board or Commission with respect to any 
matter considered at such hearing, such person will need a record 
of the proceedings, and for such purpose, such person may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the ap-
peal is to be based. A copy of the Variance Application is available 
for inspection by the public at the County Economic Development 
Services Department, Planning and Zoning Division, Third Floor of 
the Administration Building, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal holidays. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person 
needing accommodations to participate in this matter should con-
tact Clay County Risk Management by mail at P.O. Box 1366, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida 32043, or by telephone at (904) 278-4718, 
no later than three (3) days prior to the hearing or proceeding for 
which this notice has been given. Deaf and hard of hearing persons 
can access the telephone number by contacting the Florida Relay 
Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
 
BOA-0423-0010 published June 8, 2023 in Clay Today.

Clay County Board of Adjustment
Keith Hadden

Chairman

Legal 71033 published  June 8, 2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today Newspaper.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clay County Board of Adjustment 
will hold a public hearing on Thursday, June 22, 2023 at 6:00 P.M., 
in the Board of County Commissioners Meeting Room, 4th Floor, 
Clay County Administration Building, 477 Houston Street, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida, for the purpose of hearing objections, if any, 
to issuing a Variance to the Clay County Land Development Code, 
Article III, Section 3-6(d)(1) and Section 3-17(b)(2) to allow for the 
placement of an Accessory Dwelling Unit in the side yard of a par-
cel in the RB zoning district. 

Location Address for BOA-0423-0009
510 Beck Court

Tax Parcel Identification Number 29-05-25-009717-000-00

Interested parties may appear at the hearing and be heard with 
respect to the proposed Variance. If a person decides to appeal any 
decision made by the Board or Commission with respect to any 
matter considered at such hearing, such person will need a record 
of the proceedings, and for such purpose, such person may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the ap-
peal is to be based. A copy of the Variance Application is available 
for inspection by the public at the County Economic Development 
Services Department, Planning and Zoning Division, Third Floor of 
the Administration Building, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal holidays. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person 
needing accommodations to participate in this matter should con-
tact Clay County Risk Management by mail at P.O. Box 1366, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida 32043, or by telephone at (904) 278-4718, 
no later than three (3) days prior to the hearing or proceeding for 
which this notice has been given. Deaf and hard of hearing persons 
can access the telephone number by contacting the Florida Relay 
Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
 
BOA-0423-0009 published June 8, 2023 in Clay Today.

Clay County Board of Adjustment
Keith Hadden

Chairman

Legal 71032 published  June 8, 2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today Newspaper.

Students can request an exemption. A stu-
dent or parent much submit a request and 
the school’s administration must approve 
it. If approved, the individual can use any 
gender-neutral or single-stall accommoda-
tions available on campus.

“If there are valid, workable ideas that 
we could come up with at some point, we 

School
from page 1

could create procedures that could allevi-
ate some of the stress of the kids in duress 
about the policy,” said Michelle Hanson.

“Yes, we can do that. We do that all the 
time,” Superintendent David Broskie said.

The board also agreed to readvertise 
the board attorney position immediately. 

Bickner’s contract will expire on Dec. 30.
The first interview session for can-

didates will be on June 20, following the 
board’s workshop.

In other business 
In other business, the board approved 

Broskie’s request to make changes to his 
administrative staff. Jennifer Collins will 
become the Supervisor of School Improve-
ment and Leadership Development, while 
Kyle Seymour will be the Supervisor of 
the Budget and Tonie Phillips will be the 
new Coordinator of Health Benefits. Also, 
Lydia Creel (Lake Asbury Junior High), Jim 
Herrholtz (Discovery Elementary), Justin 
Jones (Grove Park Elementary), Mallory 
McConnell (Fleming Island Elementary) 
and Amanda Strickland (Charles E. Ben-
nett) were appointed as new principals.

“I think regarding the bathroom policy, we can all say a lot, but to 
me, it’s simple common sense, and it’s sad that we have to even 
write a policy.” 

– Beth Clark, school board member 
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2023-2024
FISCAL YEAR

2024-2025
FISCAL YEAR

2025-2026
FISCAL YEAR

2026-2027
FISCAL YEAR

2027-2028
FISCAL YEAR

5 YEAR
TOTAL

DEPARTMENT
POLICE $150,500 $205,400 $160,400 $169,300 $174,400 $860,000
FIRE $0 $5,000 $80,000 $90,000 $1,500,000 $1,675,000
AMBULANCE & RESCUE $0 $0 $200,000 $80,000 $40,000 $320,000
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE $8,000 $40,000 $0 $0 $0 $48,000
RECREATION & PROGRAMS $216,000 $350,000 $255,000 $220,000 $150,000 $1,191,000
FACILITIES MAINTENANCE $59,500 $176,000 $110,000 $65,000 $152,000 $562,500
STREETS $1,430,500 $2,972,500 $1,409,000 $1,037,000 $1,000,000 $7,849,000
MAGNOLIA CEMETERY $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
NON DEPARTMENT $8,000 $0 $60,000 $35,000 $32,000 $135,000
WATER/SEWER CAPITAL 
PROJECTS $2,671,500 $2,222,500 $2,195,500 $1,705,500 $2,035,500 $10,830,500

STORMWATER $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
TOTAL $4,544,000 $5,971,400 $4,469,900 $3,401,800 $5,083,900 $23,471,000

The Capital Improvement Program is available for inspection at Town Hall, 2042 Park Avenue, Orange Park, Florida, from 
7:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday through Friday at the Town Clerk's Office.  A public hearing will take place on this program
on June 27 2023, 7:00 pm, at Town Hall, 2042 Park Avenue, Orange Park, Florida.

TOWN OF ORANGE PARK
FISCAL YEARS 2023-2024 ENDING 2027-2028

 5 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAM
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FACILITIES MAINTENANCE $59,500 $176,000 $110,000 $65,000 $152,000 $562,500
STREETS $1,430,500 $2,972,500 $1,409,000 $1,037,000 $1,000,000 $7,849,000
MAGNOLIA CEMETERY $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
NON DEPARTMENT $8,000 $0 $60,000 $35,000 $32,000 $135,000
WATER/SEWER CAPITAL 
PROJECTS $2,671,500 $2,222,500 $2,195,000 $1,705,500 $2,035,500 $10,830,000

STORMWATER $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
TOTAL $4,544,000 $5,971,400 $4,469,400 $3,401,800 $5,083,900 $23,470,500

The Capital Improvement Program is available for inspection at Town Hall, 2042 Park Avenue, Orange Park, Florida, from 
7:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday through Friday at the Town Clerk's Office.  A public hearing will take place on this program
on June 27 2023, 7:00 pm, at Town Hall, 2042 Park Avenue, Orange Park, Florida.
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Orange Park’s Martin 
graduates from Clark 
University

WORCESTER, Mass. – Chloe G. Martin, 
of Orange Park, Fla., received a degree 
from  Clark University  during the Univer-
sity’s 119th Commencement exercises. 
Martin graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Biology.

The University awarded 1,300 degrees 
(590 bachelor’s degrees, 681 master’s 
degrees, and 29 doctoral degrees) to the 
Class of 2023. It conferred three honorary 
degrees in ceremonies that heralded the 
graduates for their accomplishments, re-
silience and ambition.

Dutton featured as stand-out 
senior of Flagler’s Class of 2023

ST. AUGUSTINE – After four years of 
challenging curriculum, eye-opening expe-
riential learning, and unforgettable com-
munity building, Flagler College graduates 
emerge from this chapter of their lives 
transformed.

From a class of more than 450 seniors, 
Matthew Dutton of Middleburg was among 
a select group of students nominated as a 
featured graduate in the College’s annual 
#FCGradStories. This series highlights 
Dutton and fellow exceptional Saints’ im-
pact during their time at Flagler and the 
impact they’re prepared to make in this 
next chapter of life.

Flagler has been home to countless 
change-makers, leaders, innovators, and 
entrepreneurs in less than six decades- 
the Class of 2023 is no exception. Ahead 
of this year’s Commencement Ceremony, 
professors and staff members were asked 
to recommend a robust group of graduating 
seniors who boldly embody what it means 
to be a Saint.

Sanders makes DePauw 
University’s Spring Dean’s List

GREENCASTLE, Ind. – Seaton Sanders 
from Green Cove Springs qualified for the 
DePauw University’s Spring Dean’s List. 
The Dean’s List recognizes students who 
achieve a semester grade point average of 
3.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. Congratula-
tions on this well-earned achievement.

Established in 1837, DePauw Universi-
ty is a liberal arts institution ranked in the 
top 45 liberal arts colleges in the nation 
and the number one liberal arts college in 
the state of Indiana. 

Fleming Island’s Gray on 
Shenandoah’s Dean’s List

WINCHESTER, Va. – Evan Gray of 
Fleming Island was one of 943 students 
who earned a spot on the Spring semes-
ter’s Dean’s List at Shenandoah University.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students 
enrolled in baccalaureate degree programs 
must complete at least 12 semester hours 
and earn a semester GPA of 3.50 or higher.

College Briefs
By Kyla Woodard
For Clay Today

FLEMING ISLAND – Guests were trans-
ported to the French Riviera at the Flem-
ing Island Spotlight Center last Friday 
night. The theater center hosted the 
second showing of its musical rendition 
of the 1988 classic film “Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels” starring Steve Martin and 
Michael Caine. The play tells the tale of 
two British and American con men who 
scam through the French Riviera, placing 
bets and making discoveries.

“The show itself is a jam-packed two-
hour show with tons of singing, dancing, 
an incredibly talented cast of 14 ac-
tors and it’s just a great space to bring 
your friends and family and enjoy a good 
show,” said creative director Curtis Reed.

The evening show began at 7 p.m., 
with dinner at 5:30. Guests indulged in 
roast turkey, sugar-glazed ham, a baked 
potato, honey-roasted carrots and a vege-
table souffle. While eating, they were also 
able to enjoy live vocal entertainment.

Tables were donned with elegant black 
tablecloths and a sparkly red table run-
ner to reflect a night of elegance.

The performance began with a presti-
gious dance number as actors made their 
way through the crowd onto the center 
stage. Lights filled the room as guests 
were suddenly transported to the Riviera.

Actors tangoed around the stage in 
their gowns and suits, imitating the feel 
of a wealthy Riviera.

The theater “in the round” style placed 
the stage in the middle of the theater, 

with audience members surrounding it. 
This allowed guests to be immersed in the 
show, with some scenes taking place in 
the audience area.

Laughter and applause filled the room 
as guests were mesmerized by the bright 
musical numbers and comedic one-liners. 
The performance also featured multiple 
elaborate partner and group dance num-
bers.

Guests Ellen Bloom and Brad Bloom 
attended the performance to celebrate 
their anniversary. They said these types 
of shows are desperately needed on 
Fleming Island.

“This is the second show we’ve been 
to, and it’s delightful to have a place to go 
that’s so close to home. And it being a 501 
(c) makes it even more fun because you 
know you’re doing something good and 
helping out those that are progressing in 
this [business],” Ellen Bloom said.

Guest Marylou Cash said that it’s 
about time this type of entertainment was 
added to the island, and she hopes it con-
tinues.

“I’m happy that they’re here, and I just 
want to welcome them to Fleming Island. 
I hope they can stay for a very long time 
and be very prosperous here, “ said Cash.

To conclude the show, the actors came 
out on stage to give one final bow. Then 
they made their way to the front of the 
building to greet guests on their way out.

The show is only the second one to 
have premiered at the venue this season. 
The Spotlight Center opened in April and 
has a long roster of performances coming 
up for all ages.

The next set of performances will fea-
ture shows such as “The Addams Family,” 
“Bakersville,” “Everything’s Coming Up 
Carol: A Tribute Show,” and many more.

”Everything we do is family-friendly. 
We just try to provide classic things that 
are well-known,” said managing director 
Norma Luther.

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels will continue 
running until June 24. For tickets or to 
see a list of future shows and purchase 
tickets visit www.spotlighteventscenter.
com.

‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’ shines at Spotlight Theater
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by Pastor Billy  Register
True Life Church

Clay County

A.W. Tozer, the highly respected pastor, 
author, and theologian once said, “I can 
safely say, on the authority of all that 
is revealed in the Word of God, that any 
man or woman on this earth who is bored 
and turned off by worship is not ready for 
heaven.”

How do you define worship? Often-
times, we use it to describe a very spe-
cific part of our experience in church on 
Sunday. But that’s not all it is! Worship 
is more than singing a few songs on Sun-
day. In John 4:24, Jesus says, “For God 
is Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 

To worship in the Spirit means that we 
offer our praise to God as guided by the 
Holy Spirit. Our worship should not be ar-
tificial, but rather be a genuine expression 
of God’s Spirit within us. It’s the under-
standing of our worship as more than a 
physical act: it is an act of the heart and 
soul. How do we worship in the Spirit? 
We cultivate a relationship with God and 
letting our praise flow naturally out of an 
earnest desire to express our thankful-
ness and adoration to Him. This instruc-
tion was given to encourage to not simply 
go through the motions. God desires that 
we worship Him because we want to show 
our love for Him. To worship God in truth 
simply means that our worship is to be 
based on the truth of the scriptures. We 
should be able to articulate who we are 
giving our worship to and why we are do-
ing it. It’s all about avoiding the mindset of 
pleasing God through worship in order to 
obtain some kind of reward.

To worship in truth is to base our wor-
ship of God solely on His character and 
presence in our lives. How does one wor-
ship in truth? By spending time reading 
God’s Word each day and forming a deep 
understanding of who He is and how He 
works in your life. God wants our worship 
to come not out of obligation but from our 
hearts and soul. He wants us to love Him 
and come to Him by our own choice. This 
is what true worship is all about. Be in-
tentional about worshipping God each and 
every day. 

You can write the Pastor at pastorbil-
ly@findtruelife.com.

Faith
Walk

Make worship 
a way of life

By Kyla Woodard
For Clay Today

MIDDLEBURG – When Dezaree Sar-
gent’s daughter cut her hair for the first 
time, Dezaree wanted to find a way to sa-
vor the fresh cut and make the memory 
last forever.

“Instead of just throwing it in the 
drawer, I was like, ‘Oh, maybe I could 
just make a necklace or something.’ So, I 
did, and it turned out cool,” Dezaree said.

With the creation of that simple neck-
lace, Dezaree’s idea catapulted into a 
business built on the same concept: re-
membering things we have loved – and 
maybe lost.

“I just started asking people if they 
would be interested, and it just went 
from there,” Dezaree said.

Dezaree owns the local business 
Charmed Memories and makes it her 
mission to preserve special memories for 
customers to cherish forever.

Charmed Memories is a hand-made 
cremation jewelry business that began 
back in 2016. Working with remains of 
all sorts, Dezaree spends her days inter-
twined with the personal treasuries of 
others.

The company specializes in memorial 
jewelry in rings, pendants, glass beads 
and necklaces. The personal material she 
can put into jewelry ranges from crema-
tion remains and hair, teeth, breast milk 
and even fabric fibers.

“I’ve gotten many people say they 
were in tears because it was so mean-
ingful to have something they could wear 
with them every day. That is part of the 
person they lost or the pet they’ve lost,” 
Dezaree said.

At first, she started selling simple 
jewelry with hair and pet fur on Etsy. As 
a stay-at-home mom, Dezaree said the 
business began as a hobby and a way to 
make some extra money. However, the 
company has massively grown from what 
it once was.

From exclusively using hair and pet 
fur, Dezaree said the growth of her busi-
ness has now led to her using more cre-
mations and ashes. Dezaree said her or-
ders are a 50/50 split between the two.

In addition to the material growth, 
Dezaree said her work has grown to im-
pact the world, reaching places such as 

Canada and the United Kingdom.
As customers place their orders for 

their charmed memory, Dezaree said 
they are sent kits to help them through 
the process. Customers place a little 
piece of the hair or a tablespoon of ash-
es into these kits and send them back. 
Dezaree said orders take about three-to-
five weeks to complete.

However, Dezaree said one downside 
of the process comes with sending the 
remains through the mail, as they could 
get lost.

“That happens sometimes. It’s like a 
little tiny bit of hair is all they have left, 
and then it gets lost in the mail, and they 
don’t have it,” Dezaree said.

For that reason, Dezaree said she 
advises customers only to send a small 
amount of what they have and not the 
whole thing.

All done from her home, Dezaree 
hand-crafts epoxy resin liquid to make 
her jewelry. Dezaree said she mixes the 
resin in equal parts with the two-part 
liquid and then pours it into the jewelry 
base. From there, she fills in the gaps 
with the ashes and resin. In 24 hours, 
Dezaree said the jewelry was hardened 
and resembled the glass look.

Corey Sargent, Dezaree’s husband, 

Charmed Memories: 
Turning grief into cherished keepsakes

also makes his mark on the business. He 
makes the glass necessary for the glass 
jewelry.

“She gives me the ashes, I degas them 
and then encapsulate them in glass,” Corey 
said. “Then, put them into a bead, charm, 
necklace…whatever you’re going for.”

Even with her success with her prod-
ucts, Dezaree said her choice to get into 
the business didn’t come without scrutiny.

“The general public would be, ‘That’s 
kind of gross, kind of creepy, nobody would 
want to see their dead pets’ fur in the 
keychain,’” Dezaree said. “I was like, ‘Well, 
you never know.’”

Corey said knowing this fueled him to 
do everything he could to ensure his wife 
succeeded.

“It was really the underdog thing. I re-
ally wanted it to work. I really wanted her 
to succeed and turn into exactly what it 
has turned into. It has really been an awe-
some thing to see,” he said.

The business has become an outlet for 
customers to wear their emotions on their 
sleeves literally.

Customer Jessie Miller said she had 
purchased items from Charmed Memories 
a couple of times, and she appreciates the 
effort that Dezaree puts into beautifully 
memorializing what could easily be forgot-
ten.

“She puts color in them. She makes 
them beautiful. They shine. They are me-
morialized because they’re kept that way. 
Ashes in an urn on a shelf, to me …  you 
put them up there, and you forget about 
them,” Miller said.

In addition to the hand-crafted jewelry, 
Dezaree said she takes her business to the 
next level by diving deeper into the physi-
cality of the ashes. With her cremation 
macrophotography services, she closely 
examines the “cremains”.

To do this, Dezaree said she uses a 
unique sifter to separate the smaller par-
ticles from the large particles in the ashes. 
This created a unique vision Dezaere said 
she had never seen before.

“I started seeing all these colorful piec-
es in the ashes…it was pink, and blue and 
green,” Dezaree Sargent said.

Dezaree said the different minerals in 
the body react differently to the cremation 
temperature, causing them to obtain their 
bright colors under the microscope.

After taking the pictures, Dezaree said 
she sends them to customers upon request.

“A lot of people are really interested 
in looking, just because they say it’s more 
beautiful … every cremation of ashes is 
different. That was them. That was their 
makeup. They think that it’s comforting to 
see, I guess, the beauty of what was left 
over.”

Even with the beauty of the job, Deza-
ree said there are times when it can be-

PHOTO BY KYLA WOODARD

Dezaree Sargent displays a ring which 
contains a small portion of somebody’s 
cremated remains.

SEE KEEPSAKES, 23
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CLAY COUNTY – Clay County District 
Schools has announced 24 school cam-
puses in Clay County have earned the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s ENER-
GY STAR certification for superior energy 
performance.

“Improving the energy efficiency of our 
nation’s buildings is critical to protect-
ing our environment,” said Cindy Jacobs, 
Chief of the ENERGY STAR Commercial & 
Industrial Branch. “From the boiler room 
to the board room, organizations are lead-
ing the way by making their buildings more 
efficient and earning EPA’s ENERGY STAR 
certification.”

ENERGY STAR-certified buildings and 
plants are verified to perform in the top 
25% of buildings nationwide based on 
weather-normalized source energy use 
that considers occupancy, hours of opera-
tion, and other key metrics. ENERGY STAR 
is the only energy efficiency certification in 
the United States that is based on actual, 
verified energy performance.

“We’re honored to earn the ENERGY 
STAR for superior energy performance at 
Clay County District Schools and appreci-
ate the efforts of everyone who has been 
involved in its efficient operation,” said 

Superintendent David Broskie. “Saving en-
ergy is just one of the ways we show our 
community we care and that we’re com-
mitted to doing our part to protect the 
environment and public health, both today 
and for future generations.”

Broskie credited the success to energy 
efficiency measures implemented at school 
campuses through the proactive work by 
our school leaders, District operations 
team, and partnership with Cenergistic.

On average, ENERGY STAR-certified 
buildings and plants use 35% less energy, 
cause 35% fewer greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and are less expensive to operate 
than their peers – all without sacrifices in 
performance or comfort.

To date, tens of thousands of buildings 
and plants across all 50 states have earned 

Clay County schools earn 24 
ENERGY STAR certifications

the ENERGY STAR. For more information 
about ENERGY STAR for Buildings and 
Plants, visit www.energystar.gov/buildings

The certified schools are:
• Bannerman Learning Center
• Charles E. Bennett Elementary
• Doctors Inlet Elementary
• Green Cove Junior High
• Grove Park Elementary
• Keystone Heights Elementary
• Keystone Heights Junior/Senior High
• Lake Asbury Elementary
• Lakeside Elementary
• Lakeside Junior High

• McRae Elementary
• Middleburg Elementary
• Middleburg High
• Orange Park Elementary
• Paterson Elementary
• Ridgeview Elementary
• Ridgeview High
• S. Bryan Jennings Elementary
• Shadowlawn Elementary
• Swimming Pen Elementary
• Tynes Elementary
• W.E. Cherry Elementary
• Wilkinson Elementary
• Wilkinson Junior High



CCSO: Man jailed for shooting 
a man in stomach

MIDDLEBURG – A 36-year-old man 
was arrested and charged with attempted 
murder after Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies found another man in the front 
yard of a home on 
Zagato Court with 
gunshot wounds to 
the abdomen and 
arm.

Adam Sidney 
McWilliams, of 
Middleburg, is being 
held on a $750,003 
bond after the man, 
who wasn’t identi-
fied, required sur-
gery and was placed 
in a medically-induced coma.

McWilliams’ next court appearance will 
be on July 3.

Woman caught for hiding drugs 
while being booked into jail

MIDDLEBURG 
– A woman caught 
with fentanyl on 
May 31 now fac-
es two additional 
charges after Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Detention Dep-
uties discovered 
hidden metham-
phetamine and al-
prazolam while she 
was being booked 
into the county jail.

According to two arrest reports, Ni-
cole Lorraine Kreitzer, 35, of Green Cove 
Springs, was stopped after the agency got 
a call about a woman riding a bicycle “act-
ing in a strange manner” in the parking lot 
of a doughnut and sandwich shop on Bland-
ing Boulevard. When deputies arrived, the 
woman ducked behind a dumpster, but she 
eventually emerged.

After being arrested for loitering and 
prowling, deputies found a packet of fen-
tanyl wrapped in foil in her waist and a 
syringe.

She was charged with two counts of in-
troducing contraband into the jail, posses-
sion of fentanyl and drug paraphernalia, 
and loitering and prowling.

Once at the jail, detention deputies 
found methamphetamine in a plastic bag 
tucked in her body cavity and a pill in her 
fanny pack bag.

Her bond was set at $65,013.

Thumbprint leads to arrest for 
cashing counterfeit check

ORANGE PARK – The Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office were able 
to track down one 
of three people ac-
cused of cashing 
counterfeit payroll 
checks in 2020.

Jaelon Wesley 
Eiland, 22, was 
charged with pass-
ing a counterfeit in-
strument after  he 
cashed a check from 
a phony business at 
the EZ Cash Zone on 

Blanding Boulevard.
According to the affidavit for arrest 

warrant, three people brought checks 
drawn from Tacilda’s Kitchen. Eiland’s 
check was for $658.78. The owner of the 
check-cashing store discovered all three 
checks were counterfeit five days later.

Investigators learned the address for 
the restaurant all three used was Sun-
dance Pointe Apartments in Jacksonville. 
They also found a listing for Tacilda’s Kitch-
en on a website, but the picture of the busi-
ness actually was from a closed pizzeria.

Further investigation showed the phone 
number provided by all three to the check-
cashing store was used at the same time in 
a rental scheme in El Paso, Texas.

The Florida Department of Law En-
forcement identified the thumbprint Eiland 
provided when he cashed the check.

CCSO and FDLE identified the other 
two suspects as Alisa Belladonna and Tyr-
ence Simmons-Powell.

Eiland’s bond is $25,003.

Hospital staff find drugs 
hidden in shoplifter’s body

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A man who 
passed out while being booked for shoplift-
ing and resisting arrest was found with a 
cache of drugs hidden in his body, the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office said.

Kenard Anthony Williams, 32, of Orange 
Park, now faces additional charges of pos-
session of fentanyl, marijuana and cocaine 
after he was transported to HCA Florida 
Orange Park Hospital, where staff removed 
the drugs from his body cavity. According 
to the arrest report, hospital staff believed 
there was more contraband in his bladder, 

but they couldn’t re-
trieve it.

Bond for Wil-
liams was $15,009.

Man Tased 
twice after 
challenging 
two CCSO 
deputies

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies had to deploy their 
Tasers twice to subdue a man after neigh-
bors said they saw him with a “long gun” 
along County Road 209 South on June 3.

Allen David Shugart, 36, of St. Au-
gustine, was charged with shooting or 
throwing a missile, 
resisting arrest 
with violence and 
vandalism after a 
man called to say 
Shugart damaged 
his car.

According to 
the arrest report, 
when deputies ar-
rived, Shugart ran 
into a wooded area. 
The defendant 
threw a log at one 
of the deputies, and then he “took a fight-
ing stance” before approaching one of the 
deputies. Shugart was Tased, but he pulled 
the probes out. He was Tased again by a 
second deputy, and that allowed them to 
make the arrest.
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Police Briefs 

Arrests & Bookings 

Adam McWilliams 

Allen Shugart

Jaelon Eiland 

Kenard Williams 

Nicole Kreitzer

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). 
Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving 
Without a License-Suspended or Revoked; 
DUI-Driving Under the Influence; VOP-Vio-
lation of Probation; BAL-blood alcohol level. 
There are no assumptions or representations 
about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent.

Tuesday, June 6
Aquise L. Bacon, 27, Green Cove 

Springs, FTA-DWSLR
Kelli A. Johnson, 27, Middleburg, do-

mestic battery
Michelle R. Taylor, 49, Orange Park, child 

abuse
Nafarro I.M. Hazzard, 26, Green Cove 

Springs, FTA-failure to register vehicle
Reginald R. Young, 19, Orange Park, 

domestic battery
Darrin D. Touchton, 63, Orange Park, 

DUI, refusal to submit to BAL test
Diana E. Portillo, 38, Orange Park, 

possession-methamphetamine, giving 
false name/ID

Jerry D. Gardner, 47, Orange Park, viola-

tion of injunction for protection against 
domestic violence

Monday, June 5
Arik L.A. Bach, 27, Green Cove Springs, 

aggravated stalking/following/harassing/
cyberstalking after injunction

Makala J. Danielly, 19, Fleming Island, 
shoplifting

Jazmyne A. Jackson, 20, Fleming Island, 
shoplifting

Patin R. Dupree, 27, Green Cove 
Springs, battery in jail

Matthew A. McConnell, 39, Green Cove 
Springs, failure to obey law enforcement 
order to stop, DWSLR

Sunday, June 4
Zachary T.C. Cornett, 27, Middleburg, 

DUI, DWSLR
Timothy J. Congdon, 37, Middleburg, 

domestic battery
Jacob A. Nelson, 29, Orange Park, solici-

tation on public road
Nikuka S. Liyanawaduge, 41, Orange 

Park, shoplifting

James A. Todd, 33, Orange Park, shop-
lifting

Jordan T.V. Wingerden, 20, Fleming 
Island, domestic battery, abuse disabled 
person

Kayci A. Comer, 26, Middleburg, do-
mestic battery

Jordan L. Hayes, 22, Orange Park, DUI
Terence E. Pettis, 32, Orange Park, as-

sault
Tony C. Thomas, 38, Orange Park, as-

sault, resist/obstruct/oppose law enforce-
ment

Saturday, June 3
John W. Barber, 47, Middleburg, DUI
Jessica L. Trauschke, 42, possession-

crack cocaine, possession-methamphet-
amine, possession-drug paraphernalia

Jennifer L. McBride, 45, Green Cove 
Springs, possession-fentanyl, possession-
methamphetamine, possession-drug 
paraphernalia

Donna M. Taylor, 38, Fleming Island, 
shoplifting

Allen D. Shugart, 36, Green Cove 

Springs, shooting/throw missile into dwell-
ing/vehicle/building/aircraft, resist officer 
with violence, vandalism

Clay W. Woodall, 20, Fleming Island, 
battery, grand theft

Lisandro M.P. Duarte, 20, driving with-
out valid license

Curtis L. Henderson, 56, Orange Park, 
possession-drug paraphernalia, trespass-
ing

Timothy L. Brown, 26, Orange Park, 
trespassing

Rosario M. Menciano, 72, Middleburg, 
writ of attachment

Kenard A. Williams, 32, Green Cove 
Springs, introduce contraband into jail, 
possession-cocaine, possession-marijuana, 
possession-fentanyl

Gary W. Gill, 42, Green Cove Springs, 
domestic battery, resist/obstruct/oppose 
law enforcement

Terray J. Smith, 34, Orange Park, battery
Nathan M. Hall, 21, Middleburg, VOP-

written threats/aggravated assault

SEE ARRESTS, 23



June 8, 2023 • CLAY TODAY 23CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM 

Friday, June 2
Kenard A. Williams, 32, Fleming Island, 

shoplifting, resist/obstruct/oppose law 
enforcement

Jeremy S. Kay, 47, Middleburg, battery
Kristin K. Gaddis, 26, Green Cove 

Springs, domestic battery
Luisa B. Cortez, 43, Orange Park, do-

mestic battery
Jeff A. Anderson, 32, Green Cove 

Springs, disorderly intoxication, resist/ob-
struct/oppose law enforcement

Christopher M. Kelly, 46, Fleming Island, 
shoplifting

Anthony M. Boyle, 42, Orange Park, 
trafficking-ecstasy

Audrey N. Hughes, 44, Green Cove 

Arrests
from page 22

Springs, violation of pre-trial release condi-
tions for domestic violence

Shawndell M. Robinson, 27, Orange 
Park, trespassing

Ezra L. Washington, 68, Orange Park, 
battery

Jennifer L. Biscarner, 38, Orange Park, 
battery

Christy-Jo A. Lewis, 18, Fleming Island, 
possession-marijuana

Chancellor R. Morinti, 18, 18, Fleming 
Island, possession-marijuana

Jeanetta M. Williams, 35, Oakleaf, ag-
gravated assault with deadly weapon, 
domestic battery

Thursday, June 1
William B. Hudgins, 43, Fleming Island, 

possession-methamphetamine, posses-
sion-drug paraphernalia

Johnny D. Atkinsm 28, Green Cove 
Springs, FTA

Elyanne J. Walker, 31, FTA-petit theft
Jaelon W. Eiland, 22, Green Cove 

Springs, passing counterfeit instrument
Tyler L. Sylvester, 45, Green Cove 

Springs, VOP-DUI
Yaira N. Edge, 44, Fleming Island, bat-

tery
Accel X. Lipps, 21, Green Cove Springs, 

VOP-carrying concealed firearm, VOP-
possession-marijuana

Melissa J. Gray, 42, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-uttering/passing/altering false bank 
bills

James F. Kearney, 52, Orange Park, 
exploitation of elderly person

Letroy E. Jackson, 34, Green Cove 
Springs, writ of attachment

Brandi N. Reed, 29, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-possession-marijuana

April J. Higginbotham, 38, Green Cove 
Springs, FTA-possession-drug parapher-
nalia

Carlos Pineda-Arevalo, 50, Green Cove 
Springs, DWSLR

Brian J. Hood, 19, Orange Park, fugitive 
from justice

Adam S. McWilliams, 36, Middleburg, 
attempted murder

Katelyn A. Elkins, 18, Middleburg, DUI 
with BAL .15 or higher with passenger 
younger than 18

Ashonna M. Franklin, 20, Middleburg, 
FTA

Wednesday, May 31
Sean P. Slaughter, 36, Oakleaf, felony 

domestic battery
Luis A. Nevarez, 54, Middleburg, 

possession-cocaine, possession-adderall, 
possession-drug paraphernalia

Odell T. Johns, 64, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-DWSLR

Kellum K. Keys, 38, Middleburg, sexual 
battery

come overwhelming.
Dezaree said working so closely with 

death, she has a hard time processing it.
“You talk to people every single day 

about them losing people they love, and 
sometimes it gives me a lot of anxiety. I 
think about my death or my family mem-
bers’ death a lot more now than I used to,” 
Dezaree said.

To cope with that, Dezaree said time 
with her family is important.

“I spend time with my kids. I feel like 
I’m a lot more present, [and] at the mo-
ment because I realize you never know,” 
Dezaree said. “So, we’re just taking every-
thing as it comes.”

Charmed Memories is partnered with 
Ophelia’s Eclectics at 1838 Henley Road. 
Dezaree said that’s where work samples 
can be found, local pickups/drop-offs and 
consultations take place.

However, Dezaree said she hopes to 
further expand in the local community.

“I’m kind of hoping now that I have this 
spot…maybe I can get more local custom-
ers. A lot of people say they didn’t know 
that it was ever an option to have stuff 
made like that. So, I’m hoping to get a little 
bit more involved in the local community,” 
Dezaree said.

Keepsakes
from page 20

This piece of jewelry contains a puzzle piece 
made of cremated remains. Dezaree Sargent 
makes the pieces to memorialize a loved one.

Ladd said the landscape change 
presents an ever-changing challenge.

“It’s more geographic based and 
more of the susceptibility to wind and 
storm surge,” he said. “As we have 
more development and again, I don’t 
have a lot of blueprints, and I’m not an 
architect by any stretch, but as that 
topography starts to change, then some 
of the models of the (Black Creek) 
South and North prongs could adjust 
waterways. Some places that may not 
have flooded in the past may flood this 
time.

“What concerns me is any changes 
to what I think to be a somewhat 
sedimentary problem set. If there are 
changes in the topography, the big 
thing is, will the problems act differ-
ently than I think they’re going to?”

The last official Tropical Storm here 
was Andrea in 2013. It had a maximum 
sustained wind of 55 mph. The last 
hurricane came in 2006 with Ernesto. 
The most-powerful storm was Georges 
in 1998, with top winds of 135 mph.

The costliest, however, was Irma in 
2017. It ripped across the state before 
being downgraded from a Category 5 to 
a strong Tropical Storm with maximum 

Hurricane
from page 17

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

The Clay County Division of Emergency Management’s command center is quiet ahead of 
what acting manager Mike Ladd hopes of a quiet storm season. If weather threatens the 
county, the Emergency Operations Center will be filled with officials who will monitor the 
storm’s track, downed power lines, traffic, law enforcement, rescue, schools, flooding and 
emergency medical calls.

winds of 72 mph. Irma, however, was a 
significant rain event, dumping 14 inches 
of water in a county already defined 
by its waterways. Flooding destroyed 
or damaged 858 homes and forced the 
evacuation of 900 residents. Water levels 
for Black Creek’s North and South prongs 
measured at 28.5 feet – nearly three 

higher than the previous records.
A record 6.5 million people were evac-

uated during Irma – the largest in state 
history. From the Caribbean to Southeast-
ern U.S., a total of 134 people died, and it 
caused $77.2 billion in damages. In Clay, 
nobody died, but it left more than $40 mil-
lion swath of local damage.

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Rotary of Green Cove Springs 
honors scholarship winners

PENNEY FARMS – Clay High graduates Jadan Mat-
thew McKlevey and Timothy Meadows were honored 
last Monday for winning scholarships from the 
Rotary Club of Green Cove Springs. “I would like to 
major in accounting,” McKeley told the club during its 
weekly meeting. McKlevey said his dual enrollment 
means he will be earning his Associate of Arts degree 
in a few months. He then plans to attend the Uni-
versity of North Florida. Meadows also plans the St. 
Johns River State College-to-North Florida route to 
major in Business Administration and start a concrete 
business. “I’ve seen how business is so important,” he 
said. “In this world, concrete will forever be a thing. 
People will need in our business.”



24 CLAY TODAY • June 8, 2023 CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

SLEEP BETTER
& SAVE! UP TO 70% OFF

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
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Boater Skip Day Boater Skip Day 

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Thousands came 
to Bayard Point on Boater Skip Day to 
party, splash and revel during the one day 
adults set aside to call in sick and enjoy a 
day on the St. Johns River.

Members of several law enforcement 
agencies were also on hand to ensure 
there weren’t any problems and everyone 
got home safely.

Except for 18 Boating Under the Influ-
ence citations, last Friday’s event was the 
largest and most successful in the history 
of the unofficial “Mardi Gras-like” holiday.

Although the Clay County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said the peak of the daylong event is at 
2:30 p.m., they estimated more than 1,000 
boats were already moored a half-mile on 
either side of the sandbar at Mile Marker 
24.

Boaters started arriving on the river 
a half-day in advance. The gathering was 
supposed to get underway at 9 a.m., but 
by then, the sheriff’s office sent an alert 
saying ramps at Governors Creek, Knight’s 
Boat Ramp, Lake Shore Boat Ramp, Doc-
tors Lake Boat Ramp and Williams Park 
were at capacity. The ramp was closed at 
Whitey’s Fish Camp on Fleming Island dur-
ing the event.

Despite the congestion, the music was 
still loud; the atmosphere was still festive. 
But according to law enforcement agen-
cies, there were no incidents.

“We’re out here because you have to 
be prepared for anything,” said CCSO Ma-

rine Unit Deputy Joseph Morrell. “We’ve 
planned for this for months. We’re working 
in conjunction with several agencies.”

Morrell’s boat included three members 
of the sheriff’s office SWAT team. While the 
threat of a brawl or an active shooter was 
remote, they were prepared for any chal-
lenge.

Agencies representing CCSO, Clay 
County Fire Rescue and Emergency Man-
agement and Putnam County, St. Johns 
County and Jacksonville sheriff’s office 
were on the water, along with units from 
Green Cove Springs and St. Augustine po-
lice departments, Jacksonville Fire Res-
cue and the U.S. Coast Guard. Their heavy 
presence didn’t dull the party atmosphere.

At the scene, a rescue helicopter, river 
rescue boats and ambulance were parked 
at the Point.

“We just wanted them to know we’re 
here if we’re needed,” Morrell said.

A couple of miles north of the fun, law 
enforcement, including the Florida High-
way Patrol, Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission and CCSO, es-
tablished a command post to focus on any-
one with too much to drive a boat.

They also ensured everyone had a life-
jacket, and every boat was equipped with 
flares and an ignition kill switch.

There were 18 arrests made for BUI, 
according to FFWCC Capt. Philip Glover. 
Other than that, “there were no other in-
cidents.”

Unless you count hangover and sun-
burns.

Thousands enjoy day of sun, sandbar, 
sounds and suds at Bayard Point
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

FLEMING ISLAND - Fleming Island High boys 
weightlifting coach Damenyum Springs had his 
notes figured out on paper for the state champi-
onships in Lakeland and only figured his team as 
a possible tie finish at best based on his squad’s 
numbers versus the regional postings around 
Florida. 

“There is a lot of nervousness for some guys 
when they hit the big lights at the state meet,” 
said Springs. “Some guys rise up to the  moment, 
others don’t. One guy who we had no idea would 
do what he did was Kevin Reyes. On paper, I had 
Kevin in the top 10.”

Reyes, a sophmore and primarily a burly offen-
sive lineman for Springs on the football team that 
was using weightlifting as preparation for foot-
ball, ventured into the highly-competitive world of 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Though Orange Park 
High School Athletic Director Destiny 
Brightman was installed after the ini-
tial destroying then rebuilding of Hoyt 
B. Cotney Stadium, the project has 
become her baby of sorts.

“We want to provide a safe, effi-
cient facility for our football team, as 
well as soccer, track and flag football, 
to be able to play in a first class envi-
ronment,” said Brightman. “The track 
was rubberized a few years ago and 
now the new home side stadium has 

been completely redone with other 
amenities added. We are on target 
for a fall reopening of the stadium 
to which Hoyt B. Cotney would be 
proud.”

According to long time Raider 
coach of many sports Robert Garcia, 
who was a field maintenance supervi-
sor, football and track coach, special 
education teacher among his duties 
as a Raider, noted that the need for 
the new stadium was probably a few 
years coming. 

“I think the old stadium, built brick 
by brick by inmates from the county 

jail back around 1962, was historic in 
the players that have  come through, 
but definitely in need of improvement,” 
said Garcia, who noted that he could 
remember at least 10 all-time great 
football players who have graced the 
fields. “The field was erected in 1962 
with Larry Wesley as the first coach 
and I’ve been a part of Raider football 
for nearly two decades with names 
like Demetrius Baker, Terrence Plum-
mer, Pookie and Lamont Floyd as well 
as a history of Floyd-named players. I 
could also say my son, Matthew, was 

Top Male Performers 
of the Year

1
Reyes overcomes 
fear for team points

Kevin Reyes

SEE TOP, 26

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO 

Orange Park athletic director Destiny Brightman is all smiles as refurbished Hoyt B.Cotney stadium is on timeline to be ready for 
a fall 2023 season.

Cotney Stadium to be ready for fall

SEE STADIUM, 29
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weightlifting with a bit of persuasion to add 
team points to the Fleming Island team. 

“Coach Springs was very good at just 
kind of encouraging me each day and 
boosting my confidence that I was strong 
enough because I was a little apprehensive 
about throwing that much weight over my 
head,” said Reyes, after his state title in 
the Unlimited Olympic Snatch lift for the 
Golden Eagles. 

Springs was pleasantly surprised by 
Reyes’ explosive win. Reyes bested his re-
gion total of 295 to 315 to secure his title 
and push the Fleming Island team to the 
team title.

“I had us on paper at least tying Choc-
towhatchee and in the top three with 
Leesburg in the Traditional,” said Springs. 
“Kevin went big and won the state title. It 
was amazing. As a coach, you never know 
when a kid will hit the switch.”

For his amazing finish and his contri-
bution to a second state title for Springs, 
Reyes is the Clay Today male performer of 
the year.

Among the top 10 selections by the Clay 
Today sports staff are:

Fleming Island High junior cross coun-
try and track runner Graham Myers who 
bettered his third place cross country fin-
ish in Class 3A that was behind the defend-
ing state champion to repeat as a track 
state runnerup in the 3200 again against 
the best guy in the state. Myers, who un-

Top
from page 25

2Graham Myers

fortunately, had Leon High’s Patrick Koon, 
the Gatorade Florida Boys Cross Country 
Player of the Year as his main nemesis in 
region and state meet competitions, kept 
chase on Koon throughout the 2023 track 
season and, at the Class 3A 3200 final, 
Koon, also a junior, by the way, had to fight 
off a final lap surge to keep Myers at bay 
with the two finishing 1-2; Koon in 8:58.83 
with Myers at 9:12.40, also  his best. My-
ers was second in the 3200 in Class 1A 
as a sophomore at St. Johns Country Day 
School in 2022. 

Keystone Heights High boys weightlift-
ing coach Lantz Lowery, with back-to-back 
state titles on his resume prior to the 2023 
season, was contemplative on starting 
the 2023 with 11 graduates off the 2022 
state champion team. Lowery, a master 
of matching his athletes to specific weight 
classes for maximum scoring potential, 
answered questions of a three-peat with a 
third state title. Lowery  consistently says 
that his key is that his lifters have to just 
achieve all three of their lifts for the team 
to succeed.

With that mindset, Lowery knew his 
main target was defending Class 2A cham-
pion Suwannee High School, now in Class 
1A, at the Class 1A championships. Low-

3Lantz Lowery

ery’s premonition got a split in his titles 
with a win over Suwannee in Traditional 
and a tie at second place with South Sum-
ter in Olympics. 

Fleming Island High junior wrestler 
Jayce Paridon inspired his 2023 season to 
overcome his state runnerup in 2022 that 
ended a previously unbeaten season. Pari-
don, unbeaten to the final match of 2022, 
moved up in weight class and, though with 
two losses, stormed the state champion-
ship meet and won his first state title. Pari-
don has been a consistent top three ranked 
state player finishing third (8th grade with 
University Christian), second (freshman 
with Fleming Island) and first (sophomore 
at FIHS) in his young wrestling career with 
a possible two more titles on his radar.

Middleburg High senior running back 
T.J. Lane came to Middleburg with the 
mindset of adding to a newly formed coach-
ing staff on a program that had seen better 
days. Lane played tough and quiet as the 
second back in the backfield until situa-
tions abruptly changed and thrust Lane 
into the marquis offensive weapon for 

4Jayce Paridon

5T.J. Lane 

coach Ryan Wolfe. 
Lane, also a weightlifter for the Bron-

cos, answered the call with nearly 2,000 
yards rushing, 18 scores and a playoff 
berth for the Broncos. Lane waited for his 
turn then exploded with a series of games 
that included games of 226, 239, 351 and 
321 yards for the Broncos after limited 
duty in his first four games.

Middleburg High senior golfer Chase 
Carroll had been chasing the elusive state 
title that big brother Cody had achieved 
in his tenure at Middleburg. In his senior 

6Chase Carroll



Oakleaf High senior track sprinter 
Evan Brown battled against some of the 
fastest guys in Florida with a best of 10.55 
for 100 meters and 21.65 at 200 meters. 
Brown, like Myers in distance running at 
Fleming Island, also had his own top tar-
get in Creekside junior state champion 
Christian Miller who was 100 and 200 4A 
champion. Brown chased Miller to finish 
second in districts; 10.36 to 10.55, fifth at 
regions 10.64 and then seventh in Class 
4A at 10.68 with Miller winning at 10.31. 
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season, Carroll stayed laser focused on the 
prize at hand and just about upended the 
golf world with an overtime second place 
finish in Class 2A in a golf-off with Ponte 
Vedra champion Brock Blais. Carroll’s his-
tory with the Bronco golf team includes 
four visits to the state championship tour-
nament; one more than brother Cody as a 
consolation. 

Oakleaf High senior basketball center 
Cameron Coachman was the focal point 
of an Oakleaf team that torched the 2023 
season, 24-2, behind an aggressively fast 
attacking defense led by Coachman’s shot-
blocking prowess in the paint. Coachman, 
with an astounding 5.3 blocked shots per 
game average, was the shadow under 
the basket that forced enemy offensive 
schemes to alter their attacks.

7Cameron Coachman

8Drew Ammon 

Oakleaf High senior football quarte-
back Drew Ammon was the Magic Man for 
Knights’ football not for his amazing statis-
tics (1680 yards passing, 18 TDs) but more 
for his inventiveness to get the ball down-
field and into the end zone. For Ammon, he 
put the points on the board and had to en-
dure the other team also putting points on 
the board, as Oakleaf finished with a 5-5 
record against one of the strongest sched-
ules in Florida.

Ammon was also a key player for the 
Oakleaf boys soccer team (12 goals, 10 
assists, district title) and a district tennis 
player.

9Evan Brown

10Jacob Bucci
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Clay High sophomore wrestler Jacob 
Bucci pinned his way all the way around 
the Class 2A championship bracket until 
he faced off and lost a tough 2-1 decision 
to eventual champion at 106 Roberto Ro-
driguez of Brandon. Bucci, 48-2, would 
eventually finish third with a pin into the 
third place match and a 4-0 win, ironically, 
over Fleming Island’s Matthew Newman. 
Newman beat Bucci 2-0 in the district 
championship match with Bucci winning 
the region title over Newman 2-1 in over-
time.

Also considered were Cibastian 
Broughton (FIHS QB), Roman Mollicone 
(FIHS 800), Logan Spence (KHHS soccer), 
Austin Cruce (MHS LB), Payton Dykas 
(CHS WR), Matthew Braddock (SJCDS 
wrestling), Dylan Ducut (FIHS swimming), 
Dylan Lewis (OHS basketball), Archieve 
Triggs III (OPHS basketball), Randy Em-
mannuel (RHS weightlifting), Wyatt Under-
wood (MHS track), 
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - With the recent athletics 
history at Middleburg High School; soft-
ball state titles, football region playoffs, 

weightlifting medalists, the Bronco 
Horsepower Nation has added a new 
room to keep the momentum going.

“Middleburg sports has improved 
year after year the past few years and 

I have to try and keep up,” said Middleburg 
Athletic Director Casey Thompson. “We want to make sure 
out student athletes have the best equipment and facilities 
to allow them to get stronger and better in their sports. This 
room is for everyone.”

The new weightroom is a nearly $100,000 final plan with 
the most recent installment of about $13,000 bringing new 
weight racks with another $35,000 for a new floor. The spa-
cious center of the room offers plenty of room for athletes to 
warm up and prepare for workouts. 

“All of our sports have been using this room already,” 
said Thompson. “The coaches have met and discussed the 
needs to best work with their athletes and what they may 
need.”

For Middleburg head football coach Ryan Wolfe and his 
workout masters; Benjamin Traywick and Alan Burnsed, the 
installation of the new equipment is with a mindset of giving 
the Bronco athletes a newer, cleaner room to get better.

“It’s another step in our plan to improve all of the sports 
here at Middleburg,” said Wolfe, who turned a 5-5 final sea-
son record last year in his initial season. “My goal when I 
first got here was to try and get the best stuff for these kids. 
This room is for all the sports, of course, I want my football 
guys to be able to get stronger.”

Wolfe’s preparation for 2023 includes another wicked 
start of season as was his 2022 start with newly 

crowned state champion Hawthorne 
(1R state champ), Bâ ¬ishop Kenny 
(region quarters), Bradford (2S Fi-
nal Four) and Ponte Vedra who gave 
Wolfe an early wakeup call in is first 

year with four losses in a row. 
“Everyone was new to the program 

last year and we got hit hard,” said Wolfe. “I 
want to see us enter those games better pre-

pared and stronger.” 

Build it, they will lift
Left: Middleburg High football players get instructions for weightlifting workout with Coach Benjamin Traywick in latest improvement in Broncos’ weightlifting room. Right: Middleburg High 
athletic director Casey Thompson is orchestrating step by step improvements of the Bronco athletic facilities.
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a great player.” 
Garcia quipped that the history of the 

stadium included Pepsi Cola bottles dat-
ing 1959 that were found in the stadium 
rubble.

Brightman, who succeeded Michael 
Harrison as athletic director, noted that 
the scoreboard was changed prior to the 
destruction of the old stadium and that the 
new stadium includes new bathroom facili-
ties (45 stalls from six previously) and a 
new concession stands plus an amped-up 
press box.

“The press box is fully air conditioned, 
Wi-Fi fitted and has cameras installed for 
live streamed events in the future,” said 
Brightman. “We haven’t done anything to 
the visitors side yet, but that may come in 
the future. Coach Harrison had more to do 
in getting the ball rolling.”

The track, fully rubberized and FHSAA 
district capable, was installed after a hur-
ricane destroyed the previous track nearly 
five years ago. 

The stadium, according to Garcia, has 

a lot of history and some Raider alums and 
families were interested, at one time, of 
taking bricks from the rubble to commemo-
rate the stadium. 

“The stadium, built in the late 1950s 
and 1960s, had a lot of memories for 
the people of Orange Park,” said Garcia. 
“There are literally four air conditioners 
instead of one window unit for the entire 
press box and the WiFi is up to date for 
being a top notch press box. There are also 
two coaching boxes for assistant coaches 
to watch the game and report to the coach-
es on the field.”

Brightman noted the seating capacity 
seats around 2,500 fans with special seat-
ing for wheelchair bound fans and a ramp 
into the stadium body. 

Brightman also commented that the 
new coaching staff, led by second year 
coach Marcus Wimberly, has been tech-
nologically improved with the facility itself 
still on the planning board. 

“Coach Wimberly has done a lot to bring 
in new tech stuff,” said Brightman. “We’ll 
get to that building another time. Right 
now, the coaching staff is the only new part 
of the fieldhouse.”

Stadium
from page 25

Orange Park athletic director Destiny Brightman tests out the new public address system in 
Hoyt B. Cotney stadium.

Orange Park athletic director Destiny Brightman embraces the new Hoyt B.Cotney stadium.

By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK - With soccer friends and 
family joining him in the Pink Ribbon 
Symposium Butterfly Race held Saturday 
at Orange Park Town Hall, former local 
soccer ace Jacob Hess blasted the field 
in the annual 3.1 mile journey around Or-
ange Park.

Hess, 27, a Ridgeview High soccer 
standout and also a Oxford College of Em-
ory (GA) soccer standout, took off from 
the start, gapped the field by 150 yards 
within the first half mile, then cruised in 
to win in 18 minutes, 57 seconds to out-
distance runnerup Jack Gosselin, 17, in 
at 20:30. Third place wento to local run-
ner Omron Wallizada, 26, in 21:04.

Also in the field with Hess were un-
cle Tony Davis, 52, who finished 11th in 
22:51, and cousin Connor Davis, 22, a 
soccer standout at Fleming Island, who 
finished seventh in 22:25. Both Hess and 
Davis played for Clay County Soccer.

For the women, Heather Thompson, 
44, a Fleming Island High cross country 
coach and mom of track standout Katie 
Thompson, a Fleming Island senior, won 
in 22:47 and placed 10th overall in the 
218 finisher field.

!st Place Sports of Jacksonville staged 
the event to benefit National Cancer Sur-
vivor Day festivities. 

For the females, behind Thompson 
were Dena Begle, 38, in 19th in 25:10 
and sisters Eve and Emma Schlotthauer, 
12 and 16, who finished a second apart 
in third and fourth, respectively, in 26:13 
and 26:14. Begle was age group winner 
in 30-39. 

In the adjoining one mile kids run, Ja-
cob Reid, 5, was male winner with Tobi 
Idowu, 6, the female winner. 

Soccer ace wins Butterfly 5K

Former Ridgeview High soccer star Jacob 
Hess is all alone at the finish line of the 
Butterfly 5K.

Fleming Island high cross country mom 
Heather Thompson won the butterfly 5K 
female overall title.

Above: Swift moving Tobi Idowu was first 
female in kids one mile fun run.
Right: Five-year-old Jacob Reid dominated 
the kids 1 mile fun run.

Orange Park runner Julie Greenwalt is all 
smiles with her pink butterfly outfit on at 
Orange Parks Butterfly 5K on Saturday.
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Pace Island vs Eagle LandingPace Island vs Eagle Landing  
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JESSE COOK: THE LIBRE TOUR
JANUARY 10, 2024  |  8PM  |  WJCT SOUNDSTAGE

An accomplished guitarist, producer, and equally prolific filmmaker, 

Jesse Cook and his extraordinary band are looking forward to returning 

to the road, bringing The Libre Tour and their unique brand of 

rhythm and rhumba to audiences across North America and beyond.

BENISE - FIESTA!
OCTOBER 10, 2023  |  7:30PM  |  WJCT SOUNDSTAGE

Armed with his Spanish guitar, Benise will take the audience

on an unprecedented and epic adventure through Spanish Flamenco, 

Cuban Salsa, Brazilian Samba, Parisian Waltz, exotic drumming, and 

more! FIESTA! showcases songs from Benise’s 7th PBS Special.

SCAN HERE TO
GET TICKETS

SCAN HERE TO
GET TICKETS

SUPPORT JAX PBS & THE MUSIC YOU LOVE.

FOR MORE INFO SCAN OR VISIT WJCT.ORG/EVENTS
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - For Ridgeview High 
School senior Alex Romer, the tension of 
competing on TV is over, but the anxiety of 
not being able to talk about it is probably 
more taxing than his adventure.

“I’m not allowed to talk about how I did 
because of the show,” said Romer, 17, who 
recently returned home from Los Angeles 
after a stint on the TV show American Nin-
ja Warrior. “I submitted a video of my skills 
and they invited me. I went out, competed 
and now we wait.”

Romer’s segment is schedule to air in 
episode eight of the recently restarted 
show. American Ninja Warrior which will 
be starting its 14th season on NBC and, ac-
cording to the NBC.com website, the show 
will feature a lower age limit (15 years 
old), but keeps the eventual $1 million 
prize at the end if competitors continue to 
advance to the National Finals in Las Ve-
gas. Athletes, like Romer, compete in nu-
merous qualifying rounds and semifinals to 
advance.

“We have American Ninja gyms in the 
area and in Georgia and there is a Ninja 
League that we can compete at the local 
level against other gyms,” said Romer. “It’s 
all designed to keep us active and develop-
ing our skill set to be able to get on to the 
TV show.”

Romer, a soccer and band member at 
Ridgeview, has been an American Ninja 

Romer holds American Ninja secret

Warrior fan for nearly a decade after 
seeing the highly-competitive obstacle 
race show on television.

“He saw the show, then told us he want-
ed dad to build him some obstacles in the 
backyard,” said Dawn Romer, who co-owns 
with her husband, Pete, Mighty Orion Fit-
ness Gym on Blanding Blvd. “Alex did gym-
nastics for while, but has had the Ameri-
can Ninja on his mind since that day.”

Romer, who has two siblings also into 
the Ninja craze, credits his dad’s energy 
and skill to replicate the American Ninja 
obstacles on TV to the family’s backyard, 

first, then to the Orion gym on Blanding.
“Pete retired from the US Navy and 

then the interest grew and he just kept 
adding stuff to the yard, then the business 
came into play,” said Dawn Romer. “Our 
gym is a combination of seeing obstacles 
on TV, talking to other athletes and trying 
to replicate the courses we have seen.”

Romer, with his freshman and sopho-
more years at Middleburg, then his ju-
nior year and upcoming senior season at 
Ridgeview, got his first whiff of Ninja in a 
home gym competition that Alex won that 
gave him the confidence of moving up.

“He won a competition in our first com-
petition in our gym like March six years ago 
and then went to regionals six months later 
and finished second,” said Dawn Romer, 
noting the Ninja craze has created leagues 
throughout the United States with a cham-
pionship event in New Mexico. “From that, 
six years ago, and six months after his first 
competition, he went to the World Finals. 
That has put the bug in him.”

Romer currently competes in the FINA 
League; Federation of Ninja Athletes.

“FINA has two courses, a speed course 
and an endurance course,” said Alex 
Romer. “One is shorter with eight or nine 
smaller obstacles but it’s fast. The endur-
ance ones; 12 or more obstacles, can be 
brutal.”

Romer has trained for his Ninja mainly 
with body weight fitness, technique build-
ing and running for endurance.

“I don’t lift weights, but do all body 
weight training to simulate the needs of the 
course,” said Romer. “I have pretty good 
finger strength because a lot of the cours-
es have obstacles that you only get fing-
erholds on. I carry around hand squeezing 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Ridgeview High senior Alex Romer flies up wall under watchful eyes of mom,  Dawn, and dad, Pete, during training session at family’s gym in 
Orange Park, Mighty Orion Fitness Gym. Romer competed on the television show American Ninja warrior recently.

Romer’s segment is schedule to air in episode 
eight of the recently restarted show. Ameri-
can Ninja Warrior which will be starting its 
14th season on NBC. The show will feature a 
lower age limit (15 years old), but keeps the 
eventual $1 million prize at the end if com-
petitors continue to advance to the National 
Finals in Las Vegas. SEE NINJA, 33

“I don’t lift weights, but do all body 
weight training to simulate the 
needs of the course. I have pretty 
good finger strength because a lot 
of the courses have obstacles that 
you only get fingerholds on. I carry 
around hand squeezing devices 
nearly all day; like 100 squeezes a 
day.”

– Alex Romer 
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Puzzle

fun 
devices nearly all day; like 100 squeezes 
a day.”

The one obstacle that is a constant in 
all Ninja competitions is the dreaded fin-
ishing wall; a run-up wall that stretches up 
to 22 feet with a lip that athletes grab with 
fingers and pull themselves up to the top to 
smash a bell at the end of a run.

“It’s very daunting up close and in per-
son,” said Romer, who has three walls to 
train on in his home gym; 12 feet, 14 feet 
and 22 feet. “The key is to run up as far as 
you can then explode literally away from 
the wall before grabbing the lip. You have 
to fly.”

Dawn Romer remarked of her son’s abil-
ity in the air. “He flies and floats through-
out the courses,” said Dawn Romer. “It’s 
cool to watch because he kind of floats; he 
flies when he launches from one obstacle 
to another. It’s an art.”

Dad Pete Romer, a former swimmer as 
a young athlete, appeared still fit enough to 
battle the courses and revelled in his fam-
ily’s love of the sport.

“To see him get to the show is awe-
some,” said Pete Romer, noting he did 
plenty of obstacle courses in his Navy ten-
ure. “I get inspiration from other gyms and 
other people to keep building the obstacles 
in our gym. We have one of the premiere 
obstacle builder’s autograph on one of my 
designs.”

Ninja
from page 32



CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF ACTION 
FOR DISSOLUTION 
OF MARRIAGE (NO 

CHILD OR FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE# 23-DR-170
Division F
Sofia Robinson
Petitioner
and
Craig Robinson
Respondent.
TO: Craig Robinson
Address Unknown
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
dissolution of marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, If 
any, to it on Sofia Robinson whose ad-
dress is Confidential, on or before June 
30, 2023, and file the original with the 
clerk of this Court at 825 North Orange 
Ave, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043, be-
fore service on Petitioner or immediately 
thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default 
may be entered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the petition.
Copies of all court documents in this 
case, including orders, are available 
at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s of-
fice. You may review these documents 
upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s office notified of your current 
address. (You may file Designation of 
Current mailing and E-Mail Address, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Fam-
ily Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in 
this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed 
to the addresses on record at the 
clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Fam-
ily Law Rules of Procedure, requires 
certain automatic disclosure of docu-
ments and information. Failure to com-
ply can result in sanctions, including 
dismissal or striking of pleadings.
Dated: May 19, 2023
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Amie Herrera
Deputy Clerk
Legal 71041 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

REQUEST FOR BID 
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN sealed bids 
will be received until 4:00 P.M., Thursday, 
June 29, 2023, for the following:
BID No. 22/23-56, 4055 Lazy Acres 
Road External Stairway Reconstruc-
tion
Bids will be opened at 9:00 A.M., or as 
soon thereafter, on Friday, June 29, 2023 
in the Clay County Administration Build-
ing, Conference Room “B”, Fourth Floor, 

477 Houston St, Green Cove Springs, 
Florida and through the County’s electron-
ic bidding system as well. Bids will not be 
valid unless received by the bid deadline.
A Mandatory Pre-Bid meeting will be 
held at the 4055 Lazy Acres Road in 
Middleburg, FL 32068, on June 20, 2023 
at 1:00 p.m.
Proposals require a five (5%) percent 
bid bond and may not be withdrawn 
after the scheduled opening time for 
a period of thirty (30) days. The term 
bid bond shall include bonds or cashier 
or certified checks payable to the County.
The solicitation package is avail-
able at: HTTPS://PROCURE-
M E N T. O P E N G OV. C O M / P O RTA L /
CLAYCOUNTY?STATUS=ALL.
In order to submit a response to this solici-
tation the respondent must be registered 
on Clay County’s Public Portal.
For information concerning procedures 
for responding to this Bid, contact Jessica 
Loos in the Purchasing Department at 
(904) 284-6388 or by email: purchasing@
claycountygov.com.
Bidders are prohibited from contacting, by 
any means, whether orally, telephonically, 
electronically or in writing, any member 
of the Board, any County employee, in-
cluding the County Manager, the County 
Attorney or the Commission Auditor, any 
member of the designated Evaluation 
Committee or any agent of the County 
regarding the Request for bids in any re-
spect during the Request for Bid Period. 
The Request for Bid Period during which 
no contact may occur commences from 

the date of publication of the notice of a 
Request for Bids and ends upon a Bid 
Decision becoming final, i.e. after the no-
tice of bid protest period of 72 hours has 
expired. However, in the event of a notice 
of protest, the no contact rule continues in 
place during the Protest Period and does 
not end until a resolution of the protest 
has occurred and become final. The fol-
lowing exceptions exist to the no-contact 
rule:
a. Inquiries may be submitted to the Pur-
chasing Department if specifically pro-
vided
in the Request for Bids;
b. Pre-bid conferences provided for in the 
Request for Bids; and
c. Formal presentations by Bidders to the 
designated Evaluation Committee or to 
the Board or any committee thereof spe-
cifically contemplated in the Request for 
Bids.
The Board reserves the right and power 
to reject any and all Bids without cause 
and to waive technical and non-technical 
or non-material defects in the Request 
for Bids or submittal of any Bid, and in 
its discretion to re-advertise the Request 
for Bids. The Board reserves the right to 
award Bids, quotes, or Proposals which 
would be in the Best Interest of the Coun-
ty. Interested vendors are advised that the 
Clay County Board of County Commis-
sioners has a local preference policy and 
Buy American policy. The complete policy 
for both can be viewed at: https://www.
claycountygov.com/government/purchas-
ing/vendor-information.

A PERSON OR AFFILIATE WHO HAS 
BEEN PLACED ON THE CONVICTED 
VENDOR LIST FOLLOWING A CONVIC-
TION FOR A PUBLIC ENTITY CRIME 
MAY NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CON-
TRACT TO PROVIDE ANY GOODS OR 
SERVICES TO A PUBLIC ENTITY, MAY 
NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CONTRACT 
WITH A PUBLIC ENTITY FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR OF A 
PUBLIC BUILDING OR PUBLIC WORK, 
MAY NOT SUBMIT BIDS ON LEASES 
OF REAL PROPERTY TO A PUBLIC 
ENTITY, MAY NOT BE AWARDED OR 
PERFORM WORK AS A CONTRACTOR, 
SUPPLIER, SUBCONTRACTOR, OR 
CONSULTANT UNDER A CONTRACT 
WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY, AND MAY 
NOT TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH ANY 
PUBLIC ENTITY IN EXCESS OF THE 
THRESHOLD AMOUNT PROVIDED IN 
SECTION 287.017, FLORIDA STATUTES, 
FOR CATEGORY TWO FOR A PERIOD 
OF 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
BEING PLACED ON THE CONVICTED 
VENDOR LIST.
Legal 71040 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

FIRST COAST TOWING gives notice that 
on 06/24/2023 at 10:00 AM the following 
vehicles(s) may be sold by
public sale at FIRST COAST TOWING - 
2905 BLANDING BLVD. MIDDLEBURG, 
FL 32068 to satisfy the lien for the amount 
owed on each vehicle for any recovery, 
towing, or storage services charges and 
administrative fees allowed pursuant to 
Florida statute 713.78.
2G1WF52E259124503 2005 CHEV
2G1WL52J511213495 2001 CHEV
Legal 71039 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION

The following vehicles will be sold at pub-
lic auction for towing and storage costs 
at Horton’s Towing 3645 Hwy 17, Bldg. 2, 
Fleming Island, FL 32003 Horton’s Towing 
reserves the right to accept or reject any 
and /or all bids.
Auction date - 6/29/2023, 9:00 a.m.
2006 Mazada VIN# JM1CR293060102578
Legal 71038 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO: 2019 CA 000146
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS IN-
DENTURE TRUSTEE FOR THE NOTE-
HOLDERS FOR THE CWABS INC., 
ASSET-BACKED NOTES SERIES 2005-
SD2,
Plaintiff,
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, 
DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTH-
ERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST 
IN THE ESTATE OF CHARLES FRED-
ERICK FORTNER A/K/A CHARLES F. 
FORTNER; BETTY FORTNER; KAREN 
HAYES; UNKNOWN HEIRS, BEN-
EFICIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES 
AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN 
INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF BROOKS 
WAYNE FORTNER A/K/A BROOKS W. 
FORTNER; DEBRA FORTNER; CRYS-
TAL FORTNER; AMANDA FORTNER; 
ADAM FORTNER; CHAD FORTNER; 
KATHERINE JEANNETTE SWAIN, 
MOTHER AND NATURAL GUARDIAN 
OF LEANN FORTNER, A MINOR; UN-
KNOWN TENANT #1; UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT #2;,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant 
to an Order Granting Defendant’s Emer-
gency Motion to Cancel and Reschedule 
the Foreclosure Sale Date entered in 
Civil Case No. 2019 CA 000146 of the 
Circuit Court of the 4TH Judicial Circuit 
in and for Clay County, Florida, wherein 
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS 
INDENTURE TRUSTEE FOR THE 
NOTEHOLDERS FOR THE CWABS 
INC., ASSET-BACKED NOTES SERIES 
2005-SD2 is Plaintiff and THE ESTATE 
OF CHARLES FREDERICK FORTNER, 
BETTY FORTNER, KAREN HAYES, THE 
ESTATE OF BROOKS WAYNE FORT-
NER, DEBRA FORTNER, CRYSTAL 
FORTNER, AMANDA FORTNER, ADAM 
FORTNER, CHAD FORTNER and KATH-
ERINE JEANNETTE SWAIN, MOTHER 
AND NATURAL GUARDIAN OF LEANN 
FORTNER, A MINOR, et al, are Defen-
dants. The Clerk, TARA S. GREEN, shall 
sell to the highest and best bidder for cash 
at Clay County's On-Line Public Auc-
tion website: https://www.clay.realfore-
close.com, at 10:00 AM on AUGUST 
09, 2023, in accordance with Chapter 45, 
Florida Statutes, the following described 
property located in CLAY County, Florida, 
as set forth in said Final Judgment of 
Mortgage Foreclosure, to-wit:
PARCEL 2:
A PARCEL OF LAND BEING LOTS 1 
AND 2 OF BLOCK 27, AND A POR-
TION OF LOTS 3 AND 4 OF BLOCK 27 
GOLDEN GATE MANOR, AS PER PLAT 
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 2, PAGE 59, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
SAID PARCEL BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGIN AT AN IRON ROD AT THE 
NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF LOT 
1, BLOCK 27 OF SAID GOLDEN GATE 
MANOR, AND RUN S 18 DEG 24 MIN 13 
SEC E, ALONG THE WESTERLY LINE 
OF SAID BLOCK 27, A DISTANCE OF 
194.55 FEET TO AN IRON ROD AT THE 
SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF LOT 2 
OF SAID BLOCK 27; THENCE RUN N 
73 DEG 39 MIN 36 SEC E, ALONG THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 
BONAVENTURE AVENUE, 73.15 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD ON THE WESTERLY 
LINE OF THOSE LANDS DESCRIBED 
IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 1839, 
PAGE 1746, CLAY COUNTY PUBLIC 
RECORDS; THENCE RUN N 18 DEG 20 
MIN 01 SEC W, ALONG SAID LANDS 
DESCRIBED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 1839, PAGE 1746, A DISTANCE 
OF 97.26 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE AT 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID 
LANDS DESCRIBED IN OFFICIAL 
RECORDS BOOK 1839, PAGE 1746; 
THENCE RUN N 18 DEG 35 MIN 00 SEC 
W, 99.57 FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON 
THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF SPRING STREET; THENCE RUN S 
71 DEG 52 MIN 34 SEC W, ALONG SAID 
SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE, 
72.91 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.
Any person claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the 
Lis Pendens must file a claim before the 
clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed. 
The court, in its discretion, may enlarge 
the time of the sale. Notice of the changed 
time of sale shall be published as pro-
vided herein.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs an accommodation in order 
to participate in this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please 
contact the ADA Coordinator at (904) 
255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.net at least 7 
days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time before 
the scheduled appearance is less than 
7 days; if you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Dated this 02 day of June, 2023.
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
Deputy Clerk
Legal 71036 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

Meeting Dates of the Clay 
County Utility Authority

The Board of Supervisors of the Clay 
County Utility Authority will meet in Regu-
lar Session at 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, June 
20, 2023, in the Board Room at the Clay 
County Utility Authority, 3176 Old Jen-
nings Road, Middleburg, Florida.
In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, any person needing a 
special accommodation to participate 
in this matter, should contact the Clay 
County Utility Authority by mail at 3176 
Old Jennings Road, Middleburg, Florida 
32068 or by telephone at (904) 213-2464, 
no later than 7 days prior to the hearing 
or proceeding for which this notice has 
been given. Persons requiring auditory 
assistance may access the foregoing tele-
phone number by contacting the Florida 
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) 
or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
If any person intends to appeal any deci-
sion related to this action, such person will 
need to provide a court reporter at such 
person’s own expense, for a transcript of 
the proceedings. All interested persons 
are invited to attend.
For further information, call (904) 213-
2464.
Legal 71031 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE / AVISO 
LEGAL (Florida Statute 

98.075 / Estatuto de 
Florida 98.075) Notice 
is hereby given to the 

following person(s) with 
the last known address 
of: Por la presente se 

notifica a las siguientes 
personas con la última 
dirección conocida de:

BLACK, NANCI-JO
1371 ROSEHILL AVE
GREEN COVE SPRINGS,32043

DAVIS II, TYRONE E
3649 DOUBLE BRANCH LN
ORANGE PARK,32073

FURMAN, RICHARD A
622 FILMORE ST UNIT 150D
ORANGE PARK,32065

JOHNSON, MICHAEL A
3126 WANDERING OAKS DR
ORANGE PARK,32065

JORDAN, LEON A
474 BENTWOOD LN APT 1B
ORANGE PARK,32073

KAY, CHRISTINA M
330 LEGACY DR
ORANGE PARK,32073

MCCONNELL, MATTHEW A
613 N MAGNOLIA AVE
GREEN COVE SPRINGS,32043

OLIVER III, KENNETH G
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2023/2024 BUDGET; NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO 
CONSIDER THE IMPOSITION OF OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SPE-
CIAL ASSESSMENTS, ADOPTION OF AN ASSESSMENT ROLL, AND THE 
LEVY, COLLECTION, AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE SAME; AND NOTICE 
OF REGULAR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING.

Upcoming Public Hearings, and Regular Meeting
The Board of Supervisors (“Board”) for the Ridgewood Trails Community 
Development District (“District”) will hold the following two public hearings 
and a regular meeting:
  DATE: July 5, 2023
  TIME: 6:00 p.m.

  LOCATION: Azalea Ridge Amenity Center
                      1667 Azalea Ridge Boulevard
                                                              Middleburg, Florida 32068

      The first public hearing is being held pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida 
Statutes, to receive public comment and objections on the District’s proposed 
budget (“Proposed Budget”) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2023 
and ending September 30, 2024 (“Fiscal Year 2023/2024”). The second pub-
lic hearing is being held pursuant to Chapters 190 and 197, Florida Statutes, to 
consider the imposition of operations and maintenance special assessments 
(“O&M Assessments”) upon the lands located within the District, to fund the 
Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2023/2024; to consider the adoption of an 
assessment roll; and, to provide for the levy, collection, and enforcement of 
assessments. At the conclusion of the hearings, the Board will, by resolution, 
adopt a budget and levy O&M Assessments as finally approved by the Board. 
A Board meeting of the District will also be held where the Board may consid-
er any other District business.

Description of Assessments
     
     The District imposes O&M Assessments on benefitted property within 
the District for the purpose of funding the District’s general administrative, 
operations, and maintenance budget. A geographic depiction of the property 
potentially subject to the proposed O&M Assessments is identified in the map 
attached hereto. The table below shows the schedule of the proposed O&M 
Assessments, which are subject to change at the hearing:

     The proposed O&M Assessments as stated include collection costs and/
or early payment discounts, which Clay County (“County”) may impose on 
assessments that are collected on the County tax bill. Moreover, pursuant to 
Section 197.3632(4), Florida Statutes, the lien amount shall serve as the “max-
imum rate” authorized by law for O&M Assessments, such that no assessment 
hearing shall be held or notice provided in future years unless the assessments 
are proposed to be increased or another criterion within Section 197.3632(4), 
Florida Statutes, is met. Note that the O&M Assessments do not include any 
debt service assessments previously levied by the District and due to be 
collected for Fiscal Year 2023/2024.
     For Fiscal Year 2023/2024, the District intends to have the County tax 
collector collect the assessments imposed on certain developed property. It 
is important to pay your assessment because failure to pay will cause a tax 
certificate to be issued against the property which may result in loss of title, 

or for direct billed assessments, may result in a foreclosure action, which also 
may result in a loss of title. The District’s decision to collect assessments on the 
tax roll or by direct billing does not preclude the District from later electing to 
collect those or other assessments in a different manner at a future time.

Additional Provisions
The public hearings and meeting are open to the public and will be conduct-
ed in accordance with the provisions of Florida law. A copy of the Proposed 
Budget, proposed assessment roll, and the agenda for the hearings and 
meeting may be obtained at the offices of the District Manager, located at 
c/o Governmental Management Services, 475 West Town Place, Suite 114, St. 
Augustine, Florida 32092, Ph: (904) 940-5850 (“District Manager’s Office”), 
during normal business hours. The public hearings and meeting may be 
continued to a date, time, and place to be specified on the record at the hear-
ings or meeting. There may be occasions when staff or board members may 
participate by speaker telephone.

     Any person requiring special accommodations at this meeting because 
of a disability or physical impairment should contact the District Manager’s 
Office at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. If you are hearing 
or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service by dialing 7-1-1, 
or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) / 1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in contacting the 
District Manager’s Office.

     Please note that all affected property owners have the right to appear at 
the public hearings and meeting, and may also file written objections with the 
District Manager’s Office within twenty days of publication of this notice. Each 
person who decides to appeal any decision
made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at the public hear-
ings or meeting is advised that person will need a record of proceedings and 
that accordingly, the person may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which such 
appeal is to be based.

Marilee Giles
District Manager

Legal 70695 published  6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today 
Newspaper. 

RIDGEWOOD TRAILS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT



CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

2280 REED CT
MIDDLEBURG,32068

PADGETT, CHARLES L
7571 DOGWOOD ST
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS,32656

REED, JOSHUA C
8421 STATE ROAD 100
MELROSE,32666

SALLAS, CHRISTOPHER
2418 RANGE LINE RD
MIDDLEBURG,32068

SHAVER, JON P
7526 APPOMATTOX AVE
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS,32656-8191

TOMAZINIS, JUSTIN A
5285 RAINEY AVE N
ORANGE PARK,32065-8575

WILLIS, GARY R
5150 HERRON RD
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS,32656

SMITH, RANDALL R
299 AQUARIUS CONCOURSE
ORANGE PARK,32073

You are hereby notified that you are po-
tentially ineligible to be registered to vote. 
Failure to respond to this notice within 30 
days may result in a determination of ineli-
gibility by the Supervisor of Elections and 
removal of your name from the statewide 
voter registration system. You may con-
tact the Supervisor of Elections office to 
receive information regarding the basis 
for the potential ineligibility and the proce-
dure to resolve the matter. If further assis-
tance is needed, contact the Clay County 
Supervisor of Elections office.
Por la presente se le notifica que no es 
elegible para registrarse para votar. Si no 
responde a este aviso dentro de los 30 
días, el Supervisor de Elecciones puede 
determinar que no es elegible y eliminar 
su nombre del sistema estatal de registro 
de votantes. Puede comunicarse con la 
oficina del Supervisor de Elecciones para 
recibir información sobre la base de la 
posible inelegibilidad y el procedimiento 
para resolver el asunto. Si necesita más 
ayuda, comuníquese con la oficina del 
Supervisor de Elecciones del Condado 
de Clay.
Chris H. Chambless
Supervisor of Elections
Supervisor de Elecciones
Legal 70694 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

Clay County School 
Board Public Notice

The Clay County School Board will have 
a School Board Special Meeting for the 
purpose of holding interviews for the posi-
tion of School Board Attorney on Tuesday, 
June 20, 2023, at 1:00 p.m., in the Dis-
trict Multi-Purpose Center located at the 
corner of Walnut Street and Gratio Place 
in Green Cove Springs, Florida, 32043. 
The meeting is open to the public and all 
interested parties are invited to attend. 
Any person requiring special accommo-
dations to attend or participate in public 
meetings should advise the School Dis-
trict at least 48 hours before the meeting 
by contacting the Superintendent's Office 
at (904) 336-6508. If you are hearing or 
speech impaired, you may contact the 
District by email addressed to bonnie.
onora@myoneclay.net or by calling (904) 
336-6584 (TDD). Copies of the proposed 
agenda will be available online at www.
oneclay.net or by contacting the Superin-
tendent’s Office, 900 Walnut Street, Green 
Cove Springs, FL 32043. If a person de-
cides to appeal any decision made by the 
Board with respect to any matter consid-
ered at the meeting, he or she will need 
a record of the proceedings, and, for such 
purpose, he or she may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made, which record includes the testi-
mony and evidence upon which the ap-
peal is to be based.
Legal 70693 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE
VB BTS II, LLC is proposing to construct 
a 189-foot (overall height) tall monopine 
telecommunications structure at 855 Live 
Oak Lane, Middleburg, Clay County, Flor-
ida (N30° 8’ 22.9”; W81° 52’ 52.7”). This 
tower is anticipated to utilize FAA Style E 
(medium-dual intensity) lighting.
VB BTS II, LLC invites comments from 
any interested party on the impact the 
proposed undertaking may have on any 
districts, sites, buildings, structures, or 
objects significant in American history, 
archaeology, engineering, or culture that 
are listed or determined eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Comments may be sent to Environmen-
tal Corporation of America, ATTN: Anna-
marie Howell, 1375 Union Hill Industrial 
Court, Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004 or 
via email to publicnotice@eca-usa.com. 
Ms. Howell can be reached at (770) 667-
2040 x 405 during normal business hours. 
Comments must be received within 30 
days of the date of this notice.
In addition, any interested party may also 
request further environmental review of 
the proposed action under the FCC’s Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act rules, 47 
CFR §1.1307, by notifying the FCC of the 
specific reasons that the action may have 
a significant impact on the quality of the 
human environment. This request must 
only raise environmental concerns and 
can be filed online using the FCC plead-
ings system at www.fcc.gov or mailed to 
FCC Requests for Environmental Review, 
Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 12th Street 
SW, Washington, DC 20554 within 30 
days of the date that notice of this pro-
posed action is published on the FCC’s 

website. Refer to File No. A1244093 when 
submitting the request and to view the 
specific information about the proposed 
action. 23-001578 KEB
Legal 70690 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

SCHOOL BOARD 
OF CLAY COUNTY, 

FLORIDA APPROVAL 
TO ADVERTISE/

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING TO APPROVE 
MODIFICATIONS TO THE 

2022-2023 STUDENT 
PROGRESSION PLAN

Approval to Advertise: The School 
Board of Clay County, Florida (“the 
Board”) approves the advertisement of 
modifications to the 2022-2023 Student 
Progression Plan.
Purpose & Effect: The proposed amend-
ments are intended to simplify, update, 
and ensure alignment of School Board 
Policies with state law, federal law, State 
Board of Education Rules, and other ap-
plicable rules and regulations.
Access to Text of Proposed Amend-
ments: The full text of the proposed 
2023-2024 Student Progression Plan is 
available for inspection and copying by 
the public in the Office of the Superin-
tendent for Clay County District Schools, 
located at 900 Walnut Street, Green Cove 
Springs, Florida 32043. The full text is also 
available via the School District’s website 
at www.oneclay.net under the School 
Board Meeting Links, School Board Agen-
das - June 1, 2023. The Superintendent 
is authorized to correct technical errors 
in grammar, numbering, section designa-
tions, and cross-references as may be 
necessary to reflect the intention of such 
Policy amendments.
Rule Making Authority: The Board is au-
thorized to adopt the 2023-2024 Student 
Progression Plan under sections 120.54, 
1001.31, and 1001.32 of the Florida Stat-
utes.
Laws Implemented: The laws imple-
mented by the above-referenced policy 
revisions are noted under each section of 
the Policy.
Person(s) Originating Policy Changes: 
The proposed policy was originated by 
the Superintendent and his designee(s) 
in collaboration with the School Board 
Attorney.
Public Hearing: The Board intends to 
formally adopt the 2023-2024 Student 
Progression Plan following a public hear-
ing. The public hearing shall be held 
on Thursday, August 3, 2023, during 
the course of the Board’s regular meet-
ing, which begins at 6:00 p.m. and takes 
place in the Boardroom at the Teacher In-
service Training Center at Fleming Island 
High School, 2233 Village Square Park-
way, Orange Park, Florida.
Any person requiring special accommo-
dations to attend or participate in public 
meetings should advise the School Dis-
trict at least 48 hours before the meeting 
by contacting the Superintendent’s Office 
at (904) 336-6508. If you are hearing or 
speech impaired, you may contact the 
District by email addressed to bonnie.
onora@myoneclay.net or by calling (904) 
336-6584 (TDD).
If a person decides to appeal any decision 
made by the Board with respect to any 
matter considered at the meeting, he or 
she will need a record of the proceedings, 
and, for such purpose, he or she may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record in-
cludes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.
Legal 70689 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursu-
ant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of Astro Life 
Cycles located at 3166 Chestnut Ridge 
Way, in the County of Clay, in the City of 
Orange Park, Florida 32065 intends to 
register the said name with the Division of 
Corporations of the Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this 28th 
day of May 2023.
Diana Soto
Legal 70688 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

SUMMONS AND 
NOTICE OF ACTION BY 

PUBLICATION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY FLORIDA
CASE NUMBER: 10-2022-DP-000014
DIVISION: E
IN THE INTEREST OF:
W.T.
MINOR CHILD
THE STATE OF FLORIDA
TO:
April Greene, Mother
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Pe-
tition has been filed in the above-styled 
Court by the FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES for termi-
nation of parental rights and permanent 
commitment for subsequent adoption of 
the above named child, W.T., who was 
born on October 20, 2012 .You are hereby 
commanded to appear before the Honor-
able Angela M. Cox, at the Clay County 
Courthouse, Juvenile Dependency Court-

room,825 North Orange Avenue, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida at the hour of 2:00 
p.m. o’clock on July 11, 2023 A.D. You 
must appear at the hearing on the date 
and time specified.
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR 
AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING CONSTI-
TUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMINA-
TION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THIS 
CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON 
THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO 
THE CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION 
ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the Court ADA Coordi-
nator at (904) 255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.
net at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the 
time before the scheduled court ap-
pearance is less than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said Court 
and the Seal thereof, this 1st day of June, 
2023.
Tara S. Green
as Clerk of Said Court
By: Denise Haselwood
As Deputy Clerk
Legal 70564 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursu-
ant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of Captivating 
Total Home Care located at 1335 King-
sley Ave, PO Box 364, in the County of 
Clay, in the City of Orange Park, Florida 
intends to register the said name with the 
Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this 1st 
day of June 2023.
Charlene & Paul Bame
Legal 70563 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO. 2021CA000973
CALIBER HOME LOANS, INC.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
DEON DIAZ SCREEN AND LAMESIA J. 
SNEAD SCREEN, et al.
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated October 05, 2022, and entered in 
2021CA000973 of the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTH Judicial Circuit in and for Clay 
County, Florida, wherein CALIBER HOME 
LOANS, INC. is the Plaintiff and DEON 
DIAZ SCREEN; LAMESIA J. SNEAD 
SCREEN; OAKLEAF VILLAGE CENTER 
ASSOCIATION INC. are the Defendant(s). 
Tara S. Green as the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at www.clay.realforeclose.
com, at 10:00 AM, on July 05, 2023, the 
following described property as set forth 
in said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 21, VILLAGE CENTER AT OAK-
LEAF PLANTATION UNIT ONE, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 56, PAGE(S) 59 THROUGH 63, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 3513 BUTTERNUT 
WAY, ORANGE PARK, FL 32065
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, other 
than the property owner as of the date 
of the lis pendens must file a claim in 
accordance with Florida Statutes, Sec-
tion 45.031.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2023.
Tara S. Green
As Clerk of the Court
By: Jennifer Brosky
As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. 
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please 
contact the ADA Coordinator at crtin-
trp@coj.net or (904) 255-1695 at least 
7 days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time before 
the scheduled appearance is less than 
7 days; if you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Legal 70562 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY 
COUNTY,
FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2023-CP-256
Division: A
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JOHN DAVID WILKINSON,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of John 
David Wilkinson, deceased, whose date 
of death was November 23, 2022, is 
pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 
Clerk of Court, PO Box 698, Green Cove 

Springs, FL 32043.
The names and addresses of the person-
al representative and the personal repre-
sentative's attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate on whom a 
copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court ON 
OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PE-
RIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is June 8, 2023.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ Dale S. Wilson Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Addresses: wilsdale@bellsouth.
net
Florida Bar No. 176945
Dale S. Wilson PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Telephone: (904)284-5618
Personal Representative:
/s/ Glen M. Wilkinson
130 Dukes Court
Brooks, GA 30205
Legal 70561 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: FIG 20 
LLC, the holder of the following certificate 
has filed said certificate for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The cer-
tificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the
names in which it was assessed are as 
follows:
Certificate No.: 1623/2021
Legal Description: PT OF NE1/4 AS 
REC O R 122 PG 46
Parcel ID No.: 220524-006479-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $16,435.96
Physical Address: 2733 BURROUGHS , 
MIDDLEBURG
Classification: SINGLE FAMILY
Name in which assessed: HENRY T 
SUGGS (HEIRS)
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 9th 
day of August, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at 
www.clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70559 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

RE-NOTICE OF SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2021CA000311
NDF1, LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
STEVEN L. MATHIS; et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to 
a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 
January 25, 2023 entered in Civil Case 
No. 2021CA000311 of the Circuit Court 
of the 4th Judicial Circuit in and for Clay 
County, Florida, wherein NDF1, LLC, is 
Plaintiff and STEVEN L. MATHIS; et al., 
are the defendants.
I TARA S. GREEN, will sell to the highest 
bidder online at www.Clay.realforeclose.
com at 10:00 a.m. on June 30, 2023 on 
the following described property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 44, SAVANNAH GLEN, UNIT 3, AC-
CORDING TO PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 33, PAGE(S) 
63 through 66, inclusive OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
Property address: 551 Bay Hawk Court, 
Orange Park, Florida 32073
Any person claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the 
lis pendens must file a claim before the 
clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed. 
The Court, in its discretion, may enlarge 
the time of the sale. Notice of the changed 
time of sale shall be published as pro-
vided herein.
DATED this 1st day of June, 2023.
TARA S. GREEN
Clerk of Circuit Court
BY: Leigh Lucroy
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70558 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: JOCELYN 

MOLINA, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 4150/2016
Legal Description: LOTS 13 & 24 BLK 
32 LAKE GENEVA AS REC O R 76 PG 
273, 413 PG 482, 844
PG 317 & 1497 PG 1912
Parcel ID No.: 280823-021923-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $2,968.16
Physical Address: COUNTY ROAD 214 , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: KEITH E VAN 
ASTEN, KYLE J VAN ASTEN
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 9th 
day of August, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at 
www.clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70557 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: JOCELYN 
MOLINA, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 905/2018
Legal Description: LOT 17 BLK 108 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATES AS REC O R 
2498 PG 78
Parcel ID No.: 160823-004475-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,849.87
Physical Address: 7062 SEWANEE ST , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: LOUIS M 
NARCISSE
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 9th 
day of August, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at 
www.clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70556 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
Lien sale for 38’ 2005 Allegra Bus 
Motor Home and 8.5X20’ CH 3500 
Diamond Cargo Utility Trailer VIN # 
53NBE202XB1001391.   Both owned and 
abandoned by Linda Barloon. Items will 
be available for sale at 961 Cary Ave GCS 
FL 32043 on June 23, 2023 at noon.
Legal 70555 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

SHADOWLAWN 
COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 
TO CONSIDER THE 
ADOPTION OF THE 

FISCAL YEAR 2023/2024 
BUDGET; AND NOTICE 
OF REGULAR BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS’ 
MEETING.

The Board of Supervisors (“Board”) of 
the Shadowlawn Community Develop-
ment District (“District”) will hold a public 
hearing on June 23, 2023 at 11:00 a.m., at 
Reinhold Corporation, 1845 Town Center 
Blvd, Suite 105, Fleming Island, Florida 
32003 for the purpose of hearing com-
ments and objections on the adoption 
of the budget of the District for the fiscal 
year beginning October 1, 2023 through 
September 30, 2024 (“Fiscal Year 
2023/2024”). A regular board meeting of 
the District will also be held at that time 
where the Board may consider any other 
business that may properly come before it.
A copy of the agenda and proposed bud-
gets may be obtained at the offices of 
the District Manager, 2300 Glades Road, 
Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Florida 33431, 
(561) 571-0010 (“District Manager’s Of-
fice”), during normal business hours.
The public hearings and meeting are 
open to the public and will be conducted 
in accordance with the provisions of Flor-
ida law. The public hearings and meeting 
may be continued to a date, time, and 
place to be specified on the record at the 
meeting. There may be occasions when 
Board Supervisors or District Staff may 
participate by speaker telephone.
Any person requiring special accommo-
dations at this meeting because of a dis-

ability or physical impairment should con-
tact the District Manager’s Office at least 
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. 
If you are hearing or speech impaired, 
please contact the Florida Relay Service 
by dialing 7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) 
/ 1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in con-
tacting the District Manager’s Office.
Each person who decides to appeal any 
decision made by the Board with respect 
to any matter considered at the public 
hearings or meeting is advised that per-
son will need a record of proceedings and 
that accordingly, the person may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the pro-
ceedings is made, including the testimony 
and evidence upon which such appeal is 
to be based.
Craig Wrathell
District Manager
Legal 70554 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursu-
ant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of WKS CON-
SULTING located at 2820 Pebblewood 
Ln, in the County of Clay, in the City of 
Orange Park, Florida 32065-2244 intends 
to register the said name with the Division 
of Corporations of the Florida Department 
of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this 31st 
day of May 2023.
WINE KNOWS SOCIETY LLC
Legal 70553 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION 
FOR DISSOLUTION OF 

MARRIAGE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE# 22-DR-2095
Division
Herman Donald Woodcock
Petitioner
and
Elizabeth Watts Hayes
Respondent.
TO: Elizabeth Watts Hayes
Last Known Address: 231 E Pringle Circle, 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
dissolution of marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, 
If any, to it Herman Donald Woodcock 
whose address is 501 South Vermont 
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043, 
on or before July 15, 2023, and file the 
original with the clerk of this Court at 825 
North Orange Ave, Green Cove Springs, 
FL 32043, before service on Petitioner or 
immediately thereafter. If you fail to do 
so, a default may be entered against 
you for the relief demanded in the peti-
tion.
The action is asking the court to decide 
how the following real or personal prop-
erty should be divided:
501 South Vermont Avenue, Green Cove 
Springs, Clay County, Florida
Copies of all court documents in this 
case, including orders, are available 
at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s of-
fice. You may review these documents 
upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s office notified of your current 
address. (You may file Designation of 
Current mailing and E-Mail Address, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Fam-
ily Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in 
this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed 
to the addresses on record at the 
clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Fam-
ily Law Rules of Procedure, requires 
certain automatic disclosure of docu-
ments and information. Failure to com-
ply can result in sanctions, including 
dismissal or striking of pleadings.
Dated: May 31, 2023.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Gracie Moore
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70427 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given the Town 
Council of the Town of Orange Park will 
hold a public hearing on an ordinance 
amending Ordinance 11-22 which ad-
opted and enacted the final budget of 
estimated revenues and expenditures and 
made appropriations for the fiscal year be-
ginning October 1, 2022 and ending Sep-
tember 30, 2023 for the third time during 
the course of said fiscal year; providing an 
effective date.
This public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, June 27, 2023 in the Orange Park 
Town Hall Council Chambers, the corner 
of Park and Kingsley Avenue at 7:00 P.M. 
The Council of the Town of Orange Park 
will consider said ordinance for final ac-
tion. Any person deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Council of the Town 
of Orange park with respect to any matter 
considered at this meeting or hearing will 
need a verbatim record of the proceed-
ings is made, which record would include 
the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. Copies of this 
ordinance may be examined in the office 
of the Town Clerk, Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 A.M. until 5:30 P.M. Interested 
parties may attend the meeting and be 
heard.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk
Legal 70425 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper
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CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

Clay County School 
Board Public Notice

The Clay County School Board will hold 
a School Board Workshop on Tuesday, 
June 20, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., in the Dis-
trict Multi-Purpose Center located at the 
corner of Walnut Street and Gratio Place 
in Green Cove Springs, Florida, 32043, 
for the purpose of reviewing the agenda 
for the June 29, 2023 Regular Meeting. 
Additional items may be discussed. The 
meeting is open to the public and all in-
terested parties are invited to attend. Any 
person requiring special accommodations 
to attend or participate in public meetings 
should advise the School District at least 
48 hours before the meeting by contact-
ing the Superintendent's Office at (904) 
336-6508. If you are hearing or speech 
impaired, you may contact the District by 
email addressed to bonnie.onora@myo-
neclay.net or by calling (904) 336-6584 
(TDD). Copies of the proposed agenda 
will be available online at www.oneclay.
net or by contacting the Superintendent’s 
Office, 900 Walnut Street, Green Cove 
Springs, FL 32043. If a person decides to 
appeal any decision made by the Board 
with respect to any matter considered at 
the meeting, he or she will need a record 
of the proceedings, and, for such pur-
pose, he or she may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimo-
ny and evidence upon which the appeal 
is to be based.
Legal 70423 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE
A request for rezoning has been filed with 
the Town of Orange Park Economic and 
Community Development Department 
regarding property located on Milwaukee 
Avenue between Plainfield Avenue and 
Carnes Street. The parcel number is 41-
04-26-019418-000-00.
The Town Council will hold a public hear-
ing for the proposed rezoning application 
on Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. 
in the Town Council Chambers, located at 
the corner of Park Avenue and Kingsley 
Avenue. Anyone interested in this matter 
will be given an opportunity to be heard 
at the public hearing. A sign will be posted 
on the property concerned for information.
Information regarding the proposed 
change is noted below.
Current Zoning Districts: Residential, 
Single Family-2 (RS-2)
Proposed Zoning District: Governmen-
tal Use (GU)
Application No. R-9-2023 Acreage: 
3.151 +/- 
Owner: Town of Orange Park
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Town Council with 
respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting or hearing will need a verbatim 
record of the proceedings made, which 
record would include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. Copies may be examined in the 
office of the Town Clerk, Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 A.M. until 5:30 P.M. by 
appointment.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk
Legal 70421 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/22/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE

A request for rezoning has been filed with 
the Town of Orange Park Economic and 
Community Development Department re-
garding property located on Park Avenue 
between Milwaukee Avenue and Elbow 
Road. The parcel number is 41-04-26-
019029-000-00.
The Town Council will hold a public hear-
ing for the proposed rezoning application 
on Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. 
in the Town Council Chambers, located at 
the corner of Park Avenue and Kingsley 
Avenue. Anyone interested in this matter 
will be given an opportunity to be heard 
at the public hearing. A sign will be posted 
on the property concerned for information.
Information regarding the proposed 
change is noted below.
Current Zoning Districts: Residential, 
Single Family-2 (RS-2)
Proposed Zoning District: Governmen-
tal Use (GU)
Application No. R-8-2023 Acreage: 3.26 
+/- 
Owner: Town of Orange Park
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Town Council with 
respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting or hearing will need a verbatim 
record of the proceedings made, which 
record would include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. Copies may be examined in the 
office of the Town Clerk, Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 A.M. until 5:30 P.M. by 
appointment.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk
Legal 70418 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/22/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE
A request to amend the Future Land Use 
Map of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan has 
been filed with the Town of Orange Park 
Economic and Community Development 
Department regarding property located 
on Milwaukee Avenue between Plainfield 
Avenue and Carnes Street. The parcel 
number is 41-04-26-019418-000-00.
The Town Council will hold a public hear-
ing for the proposed amendment on 
Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Town Council Chambers, located at 
the corner of Park Avenue and Kingsley 
Avenue. Anyone interested in this matter 

will be given an opportunity to be heard 
at the public hearing. A sign will be posted 
on the property concerned for information.
Information regarding the application and 
proposed changes is noted below:
Application No: CP-9-2023
Acreage: 3.151 +/- 
Current Land Use Category: Low Den-
sity Residential (LDR)
Proposed Land Use Category: Public /
Semi Public (P)
Owner: Town of Orange Park
Current or previous use: Vacant - wet-
land
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Town Council with 
respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting or hearing will need a verbatim 
record of the proceedings made, which 
record would include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. Copies of the application may be 
examined in the office of the Town Clerk, 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 A.M. 
until 5:30 P.M..
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk
Legal 70197 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/22/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE

A request to amend the Future Land Use 
Map of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan has 
been filed with the Town of Orange Park 
Economic and Community Development 
Department regarding property located 
on Park Avenue between Milwaukee Av-
enue and Elbow Road. The parcel number 
is 41-04-26-019029-000-00.
The Town Council will hold a public hear-
ing for the proposed amendment on 
Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Town Council Chambers, located at 
the corner of Park Avenue and Kingsley 
Avenue. Anyone interested in this matter 
will be given an opportunity to be heard 
at the public hearing. A sign will be posted 
on the property concerned for information.
Information regarding the application and 
proposed changes is noted below:
Application No: CP-8-2023
Acreage: 3.26 +/- 
Current Land Use Category: Low Den-
sity Residential (LDR)
Proposed Land Use Category: Public /
Semi Public (P)
Owner: Town of Orange Park
Current or previous use: Vacant - wet-
land
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Town Council with 
respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting or hearing will need a verbatim 
record of the proceedings made, which 
record would include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. Copies of the application may be 
examined in the office of the Town Clerk, 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 A.M. un-
til 5:30 P.M. by appointment.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk
Legal 70196 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/22/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: STEVEN C 
CULLEN, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 896/2016
Legal Description: LTS 15 & 16 BLK 
99 HIGHRIDGE ESTATES AS REC O R 
3138 PG 224
Parcel ID No.: 160823-004312-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $2,252.91
Physical Address: 6221 OBERLIN AVE , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: VERONA V 
LLC
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 30th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70195 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  STEVEN C 
CULLEN, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 682/2021
Legal Description: LOT 6 & 7 BLK 3 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATES AS REC O R 
1630 PG 282
Parcel ID No.: 210823-002386-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $9,531.92
Physical Address: 6318 AMHERST AVE 
, KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: MOBILE HOME
Name in which assessed: JACKI JOR-
DAN
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 30th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70194 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: STEVEN C 
CULLEN, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 1078/2021
Legal Description: LOT 12 BLK I LAKE 
HILLCREST AS REC O R 86 PG 404
Parcel ID No.: 030923-021962-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $901.70
Physical Address GARDENIA AVE , 
MELROSE
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which :assessed: PATRICIA 
WHITEHEAD
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 30th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70193 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: STEVEN C 
CULLEN, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 1642/2018
Legal Description: PT OF SE1/4 
S25T5R24 AS REC O R 1868 PG 86 & 
1873 PG 1656 EX PT REC O
R 3179 PG 34
Parcel ID No.: 250524-006593-005-01
Opening Bid Amount: $2,623.94
Physical Address: 0 CLIFFORD LN , 
MIDDLEBURG
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: CARL T 
MILLS
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 30th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70174 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023, 6/22/2023 and 6/29/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursu-
ant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of Modern Edge 
Pavers located at 366 Perthshire Drive, in 
the County of Clay, in the City of Orange 
Park, Florida 32073 intends to register the 
said name with the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this 30th 
day of May 2023.
G’s Hauling and Junk Removal LLC
Legal 70173 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2022CA000940
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION
PLAINTIFF,
vs.
RUFINO J. DE LEON, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT(S).
TO: UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF RUFINO J. 
DE LEON
Last Known Address: 1744 HOLLOW 
GLEN DRIVE, MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
19303 OPAL LN #41, SANTA CLARITA, 
CA 91350
Current Residence: UNKNOWN
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
Foreclosure of Mortgage on the following 
described property:

LOT 27, OF BARRINGTON ESTATES 
UNIT THREE, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN 
MAP BOOK 43, PAGE(S) 53 THROUGH 
56, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
has been filed against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it, on MILLER, GEORGE 
& SUGGS, PLLC, Attorney for Plaintiff, 
whose address is 210 N. University Drive, 
Suite 900, Coral Springs, FL 33071, with-
in on or before a date at least thirty (30) 
days after the first publication of this No-
tice in The Clay Today, 3513 U.S. Highway 
17, Fleming Island, FL 32003 and file the 
original with the Clerk of this Court either 
before service on Plaintiff's attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs an accommodation in order 
to access court facilities or participate 
in a court proceeding, you are entitled, 
at no cost to you, to the provision of 
certain assistance. To request such an 
accommodation, please contact Court 
Administration at least three business 
days prior to the required service by 
using one of the following methods: 
Phone - (904) 630-2564; Fax - (904) 630-
1146; TTD/TTY - (800) 955-8770 (Florida 
Relay Service). E-Mail - crtintrp@coj.
net.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this 
Court this 30th day of May, 2023.
TARA S. GREEN
As Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
As Deputy Clerk
Legal 70160 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. O-18-2023
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF GREEN COVE SPRINGS, 
FLORIDA INCREASING RESIDENTIAL 
GARBAGE AND TRASH COLLECTION 
RATE FROM $19.00 TO $19.95 MONTH-
LY; AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 
66-7 (1) RESIDENTIAL (COLLECTION 
RATES AND CHARGES); INCREAS-
ING NONCONTAINERIZED COMMER-
CIAL, INDUSTRIAL, GOVERNMENTAL 
AND THE LIKE FROM $25.75 TO 27.04 
MONTHLY; AMENDING CITY CODE 
SECTION 66-7(2); PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION, REPEALER, SEVER-
ABILITY AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.
The following public hearing has been 
scheduled and will be held in the City 
Council Chambers, 321 Walnut Street, 
Green Cove Springs, to hear comments, 
if any, regarding said Ordinance:
City Council:First Reading on Tuesday, 
June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly there-
after
City Council:Second & Final Reading on 
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or 
shortly thereafter
Please be advised that if a person decides 
to appeal any decision made by the City 
Council with respect to any matter consid-
ered at this scheduled public hearing, he 
will need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, any person needing a 
special accommodation to participate 
in this matter should contact City Hall at 
(904) 297-7500 at least three (3) days 
prior to the meeting. Hearing impaired 
persons may access through (904) 284-
4849 (TDD).
Said Ordinance is available at City Hall for 
review during the hours of 7:30 AM to 5:00 
PM, Monday through Thursday.
All interested individuals are invited to at-
tend this public hearing.
City of Green Cove Springs Erin West, 
City Clerk
321 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
L. Steve Kennedy, City Manager
Legal 70152 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. O-19-2023
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF GREEN COVE SPRINGS, 
FLORIDA INCREASING THE BASE 
CHARGE RATE FOR THE STORMWA-
TER UTILITY FROM $3.50 TO $6.00 
MONTHLY PER PARCEL AND THE US-
AGE CHARGE FROM $10.42 TO $12.50 
MONTHLY PER ESU; AMENDING CITY 
CODE SECTION 70-7 (C) AND SEC-
TION 70- 8(C); PROVIDING FOR CODI-
FICATION, REPEALER, SEVERABILITY 
AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
The following public hearing has been 
scheduled and will be held in the City 
Council Chambers, 321 Walnut Street, 
Green Cove Springs, to hear comments, 
if any, regarding said Ordinance:
City Council: First Reading on Tuesday, 
June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly there-
after
City Council: Second & Final Reading on 
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or 
shortly thereafter
Please be advised that if a person decides 
to appeal any decision made by the City 
Council with respect to any matter consid-
ered at this scheduled public hearing, he 
will need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, any person needing a 
special accommodation to participate 

in this matter should contact City Hall at 
(904) 297-7500 at least three (3) days 
prior to the meeting. Hearing impaired 
persons may access through (904) 284-
4849 (TDD).
Said Ordinance is available at City Hall for 
review during the hours of 7:30 AM to 5:00 
PM, Monday through Thursday.
All interested individuals are invited to at-
tend this public hearing.
City of Green Cove Springs Erin West, 
City Clerk
321 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
L. Steve Kennedy, City Manager
Legal 70151 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned intends to sell the personal 
property described below to enforce a 
lien imposed on said property under The 
Florida Self Storage Facility Act Statutes 
(Section 83.801 - 83.809). The under-
signed will sell by competitive bidding at 
lockerfox.com on Friday the 23rd day of 
June, 2023 at 12:00 PM. Said property is 
SecurCare Self Storage, 3585 US High-
way 17, Fleming Island, FL, 32003 Clay 
County Emerson, Paul B011 bed frame, 
mattress, basketball hoop, jeep kids riding 
toy, bikes, ladders, xmas tree, fans, metal 
file cabinets, furniture, hand tools, boxes 
and misc . All purchased items are sold as 
is, where is, and must be removed within 
48 hours of the sale. A refundable $100 
cash deposit for each unit won is required. 
Purchases must be paid for at the time of 
purchase by cash or credit/debit card per 
facility policy. Sale subject to cancellation 
in the event of settlement between owner 
and obligated party.
Legal 70147 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned intends to sell the personal 
property described below to enforce a 
lien imposed on said property under The 
Florida Self Storage Facility Act Statutes 
(Section 83.801 - 83.809). The under-
signed will sell by competitive bidding at 
lockerfox.com on Thursday the 22nd day 
of June, 2023 at 12:00 PM. Said property 
is SecurCare Self Storage, 2000 Wells 
Road A, Orange Park, FL, 32073 Clay 
County Kozloski, Kelli 170 Plastic Storage 
Drawers, Wooden Side Table, Flat Screen 
TV, Totes of Misc Items, Boxes of Misc 
Items, Wooden Cradle, Foldable Chairs, 
Pyrex Dishes, Fishing Lures, Bag of 
Clothes. Kevin Pippin 422 Boxes of Misc 
Items, Books, Mattress, Wheelchairs, 
Misc Wooden Furniture, Pictures, Shoes, 
Antique Sewing Machine, Tools. letang, 
arlington 153 Bedroom Set w Mattress 
Box Spring, Power XL Air Fryer, Clothes, 
Cooler, Shoes, Inflatable Boat in Box, Tote 
w Misc Items. All purchased items are 
sold as is, where is, and must be removed 
within 48 hours of the sale. A refundable 
$100 cash deposit for each unit won is 
required. Purchases must be paid for at 
the time of purchase by cash or credit/
debit card per facility policy. Sale subject 
to cancellation in the event of settlement 
between owner and obligated party.
Legal 70139 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO.: 10-2021-CP-000432
DIVISION: A
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA GAIL FILLMAN,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of BAR-
BARA GAIL FILLMAN, deceased, File 
Number
10-2021-CP-000432 is pending in the 
Circuit Court for CLAY County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 
825 North Orange Avenue, Green Cove 
Springs, FL 32043. The names and ad-
dresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative's attorney 
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this Notice 
is served must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against the decedent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.
THE DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE IS: June 1, 2023. .
J. GARFIELD HURT, ESQUIRE
Attorney for Petitioner
722 North Orange Avenue
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
(904) 781-8371/Fax: (904) 781-2520
Florida Bar No.: 699454
PATRICIA A. FILLMAN, Petitioner
1868 Hereford Road

Middleburg, Florida 32068
Legal 70134 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: GREG MAI-
TERRA MAI HOLDINGS, the holder of 
the following certificate
has filed said certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number 
and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names 
in which it was assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 898/2020
Legal Description: LOT 6 BLK 95 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATES AS REC O R 
3928 PG 1206
Parcel ID No.: 210823-004200-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,932.19
Physical Address: 7165 WHEATON ST , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT COMP PLAN
Name in which assessed: NOISUFNOC 
LLC (TRUSTEE)
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 24th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70133 Published 6/1/2023, 
6/8/2023, 6/15/2023 and 6/22/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF SALE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2023-CA-000049
Groundfloor Jacksonville, LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
BIC Home Solutions, LLC, Ira Evans, Jr., 
Saundria Evans,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a final Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered on May 17, 2023 in Case No. 
2023-CA-000049 of the Circuit Court of 
the Fourth Judicial Circuit in and for Clay 
County, Florida, Groundfloor Jacksonville, 
LLC, Plaintiff, vs. BIC Home Solutions, 
LLC, Ira Evans, Jr., Saundria Evans, De-
fendants, the Clerk of Court will on June 
16, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. EST, offer for sale 
to the highest and best bidder for cash 
at www.clay.realforeclose.com the follow-
ing described property situated in Clay 
County, Florida:
Lot 14, Block 2, according to Plat of TUR-
KEY OAK as recorded in Plat Book 13, 
Page 1, in the Public Records of Clay 
County, Florida.
Property Address: 4650 Discovery Dr, 
Middleburg, FL 32068
Together with that certain mobile home 
situated thereon with VIN#s 11413462A 
and 11413462B
Any person claiming an interest in the sur-
plus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the Lis 
Pendens must file a claim before the clerk 
reports the surplus as unclaimed.
Date: May 23, 2023
Tara S. Green
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Jaimie Pippin
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70129 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2022CA000568
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, 
DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL 
OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTER-
EST IN THE ESTATE OF DAVID LEE 
PATCHELL ET AL.,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant 
to Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 
the 10th day of May, 2023, and entered 
in Case No. 2022CA000568, of the Circuit 
Court of the Fourth Judicial Circuit in and 
for Clay County, Florida, wherein Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation is the Plaintiff and 
JASON PATCHELL; UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGN-
EES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUST-
EES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE 
OF DAVID LEE PATCHELL; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF DAVID LEE PATCHELL; 
BRANDY PATCHELL are defendants. Tara 
S. Green as the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
shall sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash at https://www.clay.realforeclose.
com at 10:00AM on the 12th day of July 
2023, the following described property as 
set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 6, BLOCK 1 OF HIDDEN WATERS, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 9, PAG-
ES 58-60, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A 
RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING AFTER 
THE SALE, YOU MUST FILE A CLAIM 
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WITH THE CLERK NO LATER THAN 
THE DATE THAT THE CLERK RE-
PORTS THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. 
IF YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU 
WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY RE-
MAINING FUNDS. AFTER THE FUNDS 
ARE REPORTED AS UNCLAIMED, 
ONLY THE OWNER OF RECORD AS OF 
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY 
CLAIM THE SURPLUS.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs an accommodation in order 
to access court facilities or participate 
in a court proceeding, you are enti-tled, 
at no cost to you, to the provision of 
certain assistance. To request such an 
accommodation, please contact Court 
Administration at least three busi-ness 
days prior to the required service by 
using one of the following meth-ods: 
Phone - (904) 630-2564; Fax - (904) 630-
1146; TTD/TTY - (800) 955-8770 (Florida 
Relay Service). E-Mail – crtintrp@coj.
net.
Dated this 25th day of May 2023.
Tara S. Green
Clerk of The Circuit Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
Legal 70123 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

FIRST COAST TOWING gives notice that 
on 6/24/2023 at 10:00 AM the following 
vehicle(s) may be sold by public sale at 
FIRST COAST TOWING- 2905 BLAND-
ING BLVD. MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068 to 
satisfy the lien for the amount owed on 
each vehicle for any recovery, towing, or 
storage services charges and adminis-
trative fees allowed pursuant to Florida 
statue 713.78.
2G1WF52E259124503 2005 CHEV
2G1WL52J511213495 2001 CHEV
Legal 70120 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2023-CP-000246
Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF
PHYLLIS ANNE MOLLENHOUR
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of Phyl-
lis Anne Mollenhour, deceased, whose 
date of
death was March 25, 2023, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Clay County, Florida, 
Probate
Division, the address of which is 825 N. 
Orange Ave. / PO Box 698, Green Cove 
Springs, Florida
32043. The names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against
decedent's estate on whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be served must file 
their claims
with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LAT-
ER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against
decedent's estate must file their claims 
with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT'S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is June 1, 2023.
Attorney for Personal Representative: Per-
sonal Representative:
L. J. Arnold III
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 154474
ARNOLD LAW
718 N. Orange Ave.
PO Box 1570
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618
Fax: (904) 284-5937
E-Mail: arnold3service@gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail: marie.arnoldlaw@
gmail.com
Christy Marie Mills
3521 Old Village Drive
Orange park, Florida 32065
Legal 70109 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2023-CP-000240
Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
ROBERT GEORGE HAGAN, 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of Robert 
George Hagan, deceased, whose date of
death was January 29, 2023, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Clay County, Florida, 
Probate
Division, the address of which is 825 N. 
Orange Ave. / PO Box 625, Green Cove 

Springs, Florida
32043. The names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against
decedent's estate on whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be served must file 
their claims
with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LAT-
ER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against
decedent's estate must file their claims 
with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT'S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is June 1, 2023.
Attorney for Personal Representative: Per-
sonal Representative:
L. J. Arnold III
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 154474
ARNOLD LAW
718 N. Orange Ave.
PO Box 1570
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618
Fax: (904) 284-5937
E-Mail: arnold3service@gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail: marie.arnoldlaw@
gmail.com
Katie Beyer
805 North Cypress Ave.
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Legal 70107 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

The online bidding and auction for Stor-
age Rentals of America, 369 Blanding 
Blvd. will be held online at
lockerfox.com through June 29, 2023, at 
11:00AM.
The entire contents of the following units 
will be sold to satisfy a lien and other 
charges according to FL
Statutes 83.801.
PERSONAL PROPERTY/HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS:
Unit # Tenant or Business Name
K15 Richard Dernick
Total Units: 1
Sale being held to satisfy Landlords' 
lien. The seller reserves the right to re-
ject any/all bids and to withdraw
any unit from sale. CASH ONLY. Con-
tents to be removed within 72 hours.
Storage Rentals of America
369 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-977-6400
Legal 70101 Published 6/8/2023 and 
6/15/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION 
FOR DISSOLUTION OF 

MARRIAGE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE# 2022-DR-1647
Division
William Walker
Petitioner
and
Breanna Knowles
Respondent.
TO: Breanna Knowles
10385 SW 113th Ave, Brooker, FL 32622
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
dissolution of marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, If 
any, to it on William Walker whose address 
is 7167 Purdue St, Keystone Heights, FL 
32656, on or before July 3, 2023, and file 
the original with the clerk of this Court 
at 825 North Orange Ave, Green Cove 
Springs, FL 32043, before service on Pe-
titioner or immediately thereafter. If you 
fail to do so, a default may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the petition.
Trailer painted white in riverbend, white 
dodge van and blue chevy truck outside 
Brooker, Florida.
Copies of all court documents in this 
case, including orders, are available at 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. 
You may review these documents upon 
request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s office notified of your current 
address. (You may file Designation of 
Current mailing and E-Mail Address, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Fam-
ily Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in 
this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed 
to the addresses on record at the 
clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Fam-
ily Law Rules of Procedure, requires 
certain automatic disclosure of docu-
ments and information. Failure to com-
ply can result in sanctions, including 
dismissal or striking of pleadings.
Dated: May 19, 2023

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Gracie Moore
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70081 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: JOCELYN 
MOLINA, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 4152/2016
Legal Description: LOT 24 BLK 33 
LAKE GENEVA AS REC O R 2607 PG 
1966
Parcel ID No.: 280823-021925-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $3,228.30
Physical Address: THIRD ST , KEY-
STONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: SUNBELT 
LAND GROUP LLC
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 22nd day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70079 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: DAVID GIT-
TENS, the holder of the following certifi-
cate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 817/2017
Legal Description: LOT 12 BLK 72 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATE AS REC O R 2410 
PG 652
Parcel ID No.: 220823-003673-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,839.99
Physical Address: 7183 COE DR , KEY-
STONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: GOLLAPUDI 
S SHANKER
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 22nd day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70078 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: JOCELYN 
MOLINA, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year 
of issuance, the description of the
property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 3643/2017
Legal Description: PT OF LOT 44 SEC 1 
O P O R 1449 PG 955
Parcel ID No.: 410426-018783-001-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,376.77
Physical Address: OFF MOUND ST , 
ORANGE PARK
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: BEVERLY T 
WOOD
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 22nd day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 70077 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

SUMMONS AND 
NOTICE OF ACTION BY 

PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY FLORIDA
CASE NUMBER: 10-2021-DP-17 
DIVISION: E
IN THE INTEREST OF:
J.F. MINOR CHILD

THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO:
Jaimickel D Florence, FATHER
2632 Kingstree Drive, South
Jacksonville, Florida 32211
Last Known Address
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Pe-
tition has been filed in the above-styled 
Court by the FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES for termi-
nation of parental rights and permanent 
commitment for subsequent adoption of 
the above-named child, J.F. who was born 
on October 20, 2016. You are hereby com-
manded to appear before the Honorable 
Angela M. Cox, at the Clay County Court-
house, Juvenile Dependency Courtroom, 
825 North Orange Avenue, Green Cove 
Springs, Florida at the hour of2:00 p.m. 
o'clock on June 27, 2023 A.O. You must 
appear at the hearing on the date and 
time specified.
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR 
AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING CONSTI-
TUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMINA-
TION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THIS 
CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON 
THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO 
THE CHILD NAMED IN THE TERMINA-
TION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS PETITION 
FILED IN YOUR DEPENDENCY CASE.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der
to participate in this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
·provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the Court ADA Coordi-
nator at (904) 255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.
net at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the 
time before the scheduled court ap-
pearance is less than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said Court 
and the Seal thereof, this 19th day of May, 
2023.
Tara S. Green
as Clerk of Said Court
By: Denise Haselwood
As Deputy Clerk
Legal 70066 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: BEAMIF A 
LLC, the holder of the following certificate 
has filed said certificate
for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, 
the description of the property,
and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:
Certificate No.: 745/2020
Legal Description: LOTS 16 & 17 BLK 
54 HIGHRIDGE ESTATES AS REC O R 
3152 PG 1035
Parcel ID No.: 210823-003341-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,792.79
Physical Address: 7268 WOODSTOCK 
ST , KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT COMP PLAN
Name in which assessed: VERONA V 
LLC
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 19th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 69877 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF RULE 
DEVELOPMENT BY 
THE ARMSTRONG 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

DISTRICT

In accordance with Chapters 190 and 
120, Florida Statutes, the Armstrong 
Community Development District (“Dis-
trict”) hereby gives notice of its intention 
to adopt its revised Suspension and Ter-
mination of Access Rule (“Suspension 
and Termination Rules”) and its Rules 
Relating to Overnight Parking and Park-
ing Enforcement (“Parking and Towing 
Rules”) all of which govern the operation 
of the District’s amenity facilities and other 
properties. The Suspension and Termina-
tion Rules and Parking and Towing Rules 
will address certain revisions to the Dis-
trict’s rules and policies governing the op-
eration of the District’s amenity facilities 
and other properties.
The purpose and effect of the Suspen-
sion and Termination Rules and Parking 
and Towing Rules are to provide for ef-
ficient and effective District operations of 
the District’s amenity facilities and other 
properties by setting policies, regulations, 
rates and fees to implement the provisions 
of Section 190.035, Florida Statutes. Spe-
cific legal authority for the rules includes 
Sections 190.035(2), 190.011(5), 190.012, 
120.54, 120.69 and 120.81, Florida Stat-
utes (2020).
A public hearing will be conducted by the 
District on July 13, 2023, at 3:30 p.m. at 
Plantation Oaks Amenity Center, 845 
Oakleaf Plantation Parkway, Orange 
Park, Florida 32065. A copy of the pro-
posed rules and policies may be obtained 
by contacting the District Manager at 475 
West Town Place, Suite 114, St. Augus-

tine, Florida 32092, Ph: (904) 940-5850.
Marilee Giles
District Manager
Legal 69873 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF 
RULEMAKING BY 
THE PINE RIDGE 

PLANTATION 
COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT

A public hearing will be conducted by the 
Board of Supervisors of the Pine Ridge 
Plantation Community Development Dis-
trict (“District”) on July 18, 2023, at 6:00 
p.m. at the Pine Ridge Plantation Amenity 
Center, 400 Pine Ridge Plantation, Mid-
dleburg, Florida 32068.
In accordance with Chapters 190 and 120, 
Florida Statutes, the District hereby gives 
the public notice of its intent to adopt re-
vised Suspension and Termination of Ac-
cess Rules (“Rules”) which govern the 
operation of the District’s amenity facilities 
and other properties owned and managed 
by the District. The proposed Rules may 
be adjusted at the public hearing pursuant 
to discussion by the Board of Supervisors 
and public comment.
The purpose and effect of the Rules is to 
provide for efficient and effective District 
operations of the District’s amenities fa-
cilities and properties by setting policies, 
regulations, rates and fees. Legal author-
ity for the District to adopt the proposed 
Rules includes Sections 120.54, 120.81, 
190.011(5), 190.012(3), 190.035, and 
190.041, Florida Statutes. Prior Notice of 
Rule Development was published in Clay 
Today on June 1, 2023.
Any person who wishes to provide the 
District with a proposal for a lower cost 
regulatory alternative as provided by Sec-
tion 120.541(1), Florida Statutes, must do 
so in writing within twenty-one (21) days 
after publication of this notice.
This public hearing may be continued to 
a date, time, and place to be specified 
on the record at the hearing. If anyone 
chooses to appeal any decision of the 
Board with respect to any matter consid-
ered at a public hearing held in response 
to a request for such a public hearing, 
such person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings and should accordingly ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made which includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which such appeal is to be 
based.
Pursuant to provisions of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, any person requiring 
special accommodations to participate in 
this hearing is asked to advise the District 
Manager, c/o Governmental Management 
Services LLC, 475 West Town Place, 
Suite 114, St. Augustine, Florida 32092, or 
by calling 904-940-5850 (hereinafter, the 
“District Office”) at least forty-eight (48) 
hours before the hearing. If you are hear-
ing or speech impaired, please contact 
the Florida Relay Service by dialing 7-1-1, 
or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) or 1-800-955-
8770 (Voice), who can aid you in contact-
ing the District Office.
A copy of the proposed Rules may be 
obtained by contacting the District Office.
Marilee Giles
District Manager
Legal 69872 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: LAURA 
SWEET, the holder of the following certifi-
cate has filed said certificate
for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, 
the description of the property,
and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:
Certificate No.: 865/2018
Legal Description: LOT 25 BLK 95 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATE AS REC O R 1407 
PG 1875 & 3263 PG
890
Parcel ID No.: 210823-004219-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $2,259.01
Physical Address: 7142 ROLLINS ST , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: JUDY CAR-
OL ET AL, ROGER WALLER, RODNEY 
WALLER, WILLIAM T WALLER III
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 18th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 69764 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: LAURA 
SWEET, the holder of the following certifi-
cate has filed said certificate
for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, 
the description of the property,
and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate No.: 783/2016
Legal Description: LOT 21 BLK 64 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATE AS REC O R 3150 
PG 1003
Parcel ID No.: 220823-003548-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,677.46
Physical Address: 6123 CENTER CIR , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: DENTON II 
LLC
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 18th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 69763 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2022SC001360
DIVISION: D
VIVERETTE’S PAINT & BODY SHOP, 
INC.
Plaintiff,
vs.
LAKEISHA DANCE,
HARRIETTE ELAINE MCCRAY, and 
ALLY FINANCIAL INC.
Defendants.
TO: LAKEISHA DANCE
6710 Collins Road, Apt 1411
Jacksonville, FL 32244
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
a lawsuit has been filed against you and 
that you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to it on Vi-
verette’s Paint & Body Shop, Inc., c/o: 
Michael D. McGrath, Esq., 6117 Atlantic 
Boulevard, Jacksonville, FL 32211and 
file the original with the clerk of this Court 
at 825 N. Orange Avenue, Green Cove 
Springs, FL 32043, on or before July 17, 
2023. If you fail to do so, a default may 
be entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the petition.
Dated: May 16, 2023
TARA S GREEN
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Robbin Tefft
Deputy Clerk
Legal 69760 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

The online bidding and auction for Stor-
age Rentals of America, 369 Blanding 
Blvd. will be held online at
lockerfox.com through June 22, 2023, at 
11:00AM.
The entire contents of the following units 
will be sold to satisfy a lien and other 
charges according to FL
Statutes 83.801.
PERSONAL PROPERTY/HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS:
Unit # Tenant or Business Name
A58 Michael Treml 
B07 Joyce Grace
E05 Raymond Villa 
E18 Gregory Jackson
F11 Travis Brooks
H11 Bryan Wooley 
J10 Evelyn Robinson
J29 Evelyn Robinson
K15 Richard Dernick
Total Units: 9
Sale being held to satisfy Landlords' 
lien. The seller reserves the right to re-
ject any/all bids and to withdraw
any unit from sale. CASH ONLY. Con-
tents to be removed within 72 hours.
Storage Rentals of America 369 Bland-
ing Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-977-6400
Legal 69758 Published 6/1/2023 and 
6/8/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: LANE 
VANCE-LAVA ASSETS INC, the holder of 
the following certificate has
filed said certificate for a tax deed to be is-
sued thereon. The certificate number and 
year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names 
in which it was assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 860/2018
Legal Description: LOT 8 BLK 95 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATES AS REC O R 
3148 PG 1055
Parcel ID No.: 210823-004202-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,875.52
Physical Address: 7157 WHEATON ST , 
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: WINDER VI 
LLC
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 19th 
day of July, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 16th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
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Classifieds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the first week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the first run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior 
to the first insertion cancellation 
must be made by classified 
deadline of Monday by noon. Ads 
must comply with Federal, State a 

local laws. We are not responsible 
for ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMERCIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week 
$23
2 week $24          2 week 
$40	
3 week $32          3 week 
$56
4 week $40          4 week 
$72
Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column 
inch with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 
1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 4” $160 for 4 weeks 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 69465 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids will be received by the Clay 
County District Schools until
2:00 PM on 7/13/2023
In the Purchasing Conference Room,
800 Center Street, Green Cove Springs, 
FL 32043
At which time and place all bids received 
will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
furnishing all labor and materials for the 
construction of:
Fleming Island High School – New 
Batting Cages CCDS Project No. C-18-
21/22
All work shall be done according to the 
plans and specifications prepared by:
Bhide & Hall Architect, P.A. 1329 Kings-
ley Ave., Suite C Orange Park, FL 32073
Email all questions to DShively@bhide-
hall.com Include project number in sub-
ject line
Plans are on file and open to inspection 
at the office of the Architect/Engineer and 
a CD is available for purchase for a $25 
per copy. Please call in advance to order. 
Printed sets of the plans are also on file 
for purchase at cost in the following Plan 
Rooms:
LDI Reproprinting Center 550 Wells 
Road, Suite 100 Orange Park, FL 32073 
Tel: 904/579-4027
Fax: 904/579-4154
orangepark@ldireproprinting.com
Prime bidders, who will be submitting a 
bid to the owner, are required to register 
with the architect their intention to bid and 
as a plan holder. Any addenda will be sent 
automatically (electronically) to the known 
plan holders. Other delivery methods may 
be arranged with the architect.
Partial sets of drawings and/or specifica-
tions are not advised and neither the ar-
chitect nor owner will be responsible for 
partial information given to subcontractors 
by the general contractors.
There will be Mandatory Pre-bid Meet-
ing at the site on 6/29/2023 at 9:00 AM 
per Section 00100, Part 9.2. Bidders not 
attending the pre-bid meeting will not 
be permitted to submit a bid.
Only Contractors having been pre-quali-
fied by the School District of Clay County 
are eligible to submit bids for this project. 
Only pre-qualified Contractors should 
submit bids for this project (Florida Stat-
utes).
Florida Statutes require that all contractu-
al personnel who are permitted access on 
school grounds when students are pres-
ent must meet Level 2 screening require-
ments as described in S1012.32, Florida 
Statutes.
DISCRIMINATION: An entity or affiliate 
who has been placed on the discrimina-

tory vendor list may not submit a bid on 
a contract to provide goods or services 
to a public entity, may not submit a bid 
on a contract with a public entity for the 
construction or repair of a public build-
ing or public work, may not submit bids 
on leases of real property to public entity, 
may not award or perform work as a con-
tractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consul-
tant under contract with any public entity, 
and may not transact business with any 
public entity.
The Owner reserves the right to waive 
any irregularities and minor technicalities 
or to reject any and all bids. Each bidder 
must deposit with his bid, a Bid Bond or 
Cashier's Check in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the Base Bid price, payable 
to the Owner.
The successful bidder will be required 
to provide a Performance, Labor, and 
Material Bond in the amount of 100% 
of the accepted Bid amount.
No bidder may withdraw his bid within 
(60) days after the actual date of the open-
ing thereof.
Any actual or prospective bidder who 
disputes the reasonableness or com-
petitiveness of the terms and conditions 
of the Invitation To Bid, Contract Award, 
or Recommendation for Contract Award, 
shall file a Notice of Protest with the Su-
perintendent of Schools within 72 hours 
of receipt of the bid solicitation, posting of 
the bid tabulations, or posting of the bid 
award, and must file a formal written pro-
test within ten
(10) days following the filing of the Notice 
to Protest. Failure to observe such time-
lines will constitute a waiver of proceed-
ings and of right to protest as stipulated in 
Chapter 120 of the Florida Statutes. The 
School Board requires a protestor to post 
bond in accordance with Florida Statues, 
Section 255.0516 F.S.
Bond Requirement:
With respect to state contracts and bids 
pursuant to competitive bidding, whether 
under chapter 1013, relating to education-
al facilities, or under 2019 Florida Statutes 
255.0516, relating to public buildings, if a 
school board, a community college board 
of trustees, or a state university board 
of trustees uses procedures pursuant to 
chapter 120 for bid protests, the board 
may require the protestor to post a bond 
amounting to:
1.Twenty-five thousand dollars or 2 per-
cent of the lowest accepted bid, which-
ever is greater, for projects valued over 
$500,000; and
2.Five percent of the lowest accepted bid 
for all other projects
Conditioned upon payment of all costs 
and fees, which may be adjusted against 
the protestor in the Administrative Hear-
ing. If at the Hearing the School Board 
prevails, it may recover all costs and at-
torney’s fees from the protester; if the pro-
testor prevails, the protestor shall recover 
from the School Board all costs and at-
torney’s fees.

Bid Tabulations shall be posted in the 
Operations Reception area at 925 Center 
Street, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 
after the intended recommendation is an-
nounced on or about four (4) days after 
the bid opening. The Bid Tabulation will 
remain posted for a minimum period of 
96 hours.
David Broskie, Superintendent
School District of Clay County
Legal 69326 Published 6/8/2023, 
6/15/2023 and 6/22/2023 in Clay Coun-
ty's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: JEFFREY 
W KOCH-BB8 FINANCIAL, the holder of 
the following certificate
has filed said certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number 
and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names 
in which it was assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 763/2020
Legal Description: LOT 18 BLK 60 
HIGHRIDGE ESTATE AS REC O R 649 
PG 218
Parcel ID No.: 210823-003473-000-00
Opening Bid Amount: $1,824.69
Physical Address: 7210 CAMBRIDGE 
ST , KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Classification: VACANT RESIDENTIAL
Name in which assessed: ROBERT G 
SINKO (HEIRS) C/O JULIE SINKO
Said property being in the County of Clay, 
State of Florida.
Unless said certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold
to the highest bidder online on the 28th 
day of June, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.
clay.realtaxdeed.com.
Dated this 15th day of May, 2023
TARA S . GREEN
Clay County Clerk & Comptroller
Clay County, Florida
By: Christina Spadea
Deputy Clerk
Legal 69323 Published 5/18/2023, 
5/25/2023, 6/1/2023 and 6/8/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2023-397-DR
Division:
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
CHARLES JAMMES,
Petitioner, and
VICKI JAMMES,
Respondent.
TO: Vicki Jammes
410 Washington Ave., Apt 3
Charleroi, PA 15022
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if 
any, to this action on Charles Jammes c/o 
The Douglas Law Firm, whose address is 
117 N. 2nd Street, Palatka, Florida 32177, 
on or before June 19, 2023, and file the 
original with the Clerk of this Court at the 
Clay County Courthouse, 825 North Or-
ange Avenue, Green Cove Springs, Flori-
da 32043, before service on Petitioner or 
immediately thereafter.
If you fail to do so, a default may be en-
tered against you for the relief demanded 
in the petition.
Copies of all court documents in this 
case, including orders, are available at the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may 
review these documents upon request. 
You must keep the
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office noti-
fied of your current address. (You may 
file Designation of Current Mailing and 
E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme Court 
Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Fu-
ture papers in this lawsuit will be mailed 
or e-mailed to the addresses on record at 
the clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family 
Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain 
automatic disclosure of documents and 
information. Failure to comply can result 
in sanctions, including dismissal or strik-
ing of pleadings.
Dated: May 9, 2023.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Rebecca Crews
Deputy Clerk
Legal 66921 Published 5/18/2023. 
5/25/2023, 6/1/2023 and 6/8/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

Notice of Medical 
Records Disposition

Health Advantages, P.A. dba Spring Chi-
ropractic records may be disposed of or 
destroyed in such a manner as to pre-
serve the confidentiality of the information 
contained therein on July 28, 2023.
Legal 56163 Published 5/25/2023, 
6/1/2023, 6/8/2023 and 6/15/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
the Board of County Commissioners (the 
Board) of Clay County, Florida (the Coun-
ty), will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
June 13, 2023, at 5:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard, in the Board's 
Meeting Room, 4th Floor, Clay County 
Administration Building, 477 Houston 
Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida, for 
the purpose of considering entry into a 
Purchase and Sale Agreement for the pur-
chase by the County of a certain parcel of 
real property being particularly described 
as follows:
A portion of Tax Parcel No. 46-05-26-
010230-000-00, consisting of approxi-
mately 657 square feet.
This notice is given pursuant to Section 
125.355, Florida Statutes, and Clay Coun-
ty Ordinance 99-65. A copy of the Agree-
ment is available for public inspection 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday, exclusive of 
legal holidays, in the Office of the County 
Attorney located on the 2nd Floor of the 
Clay County Administration Building at the 
foregoing address.
All interested parties are invited to attend 
the public hearing and be heard. Pursuant 
to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, any 
person who desires to appeal any deci-
sion with respect to any matter considered 
at the public hearing or at any subsequent 
meeting to which the Board has continued 
its deliberations will need a record of the 
proceedings, and may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceed-
ings is made to include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based.
In accordance with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act, any person needing a 
special accommodation to participate 
in this matter should contact the Clay 
County ADA Coordinator by mail at Post 
Office Box 1366, Green Cove Springs, 
Florida 32043, or by telephone at number 
(904) 269-6347, no later than three (3) 
days prior to the hearing or proceeding for 
which this notice has been given. Hearing 
impaired persons can access the forego-
ing telephone number by contacting the 
Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 
(Voice), or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
Board of County Commissioners
Clay County, Florida
Legal 71049 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

On June 26, 2023, at 10 A.M. 246 Jeffer-
son Ave, Orange Park, Florida 32065.
The following vehicles will be auctioned 
off for towing and storage charges.
2006 DODGE 2B3KA53H06H248971
2005 CHEVY 2CNDL63F456102889
2008 NISSAN 1N4BA41E08C829917
2005 CHEVY 1G1ZT548X5F318460
2007 DODGE 2B3KA43RX7H740895
2011 HYUNDAI 5NPEC4AC2BH018891
2011 CHEVY 1G1PC5SH1B7179187
2006 ISUZU 1GGCS198568703706
2004 MERCURY 1MEFM50U44G607643
2008 MITSUBISHI JA4LT31W58Z020397
2013 CHEVY 1G1PC5SB8D7201328
2006 CHEVY 1G1ZT51F26F220947
2009 GMC 1GKER33DX9J146672
2004 JEEP 1J4GW48S74C107085
Legal 71179 Published 6/8/2023 in Clay 
County's Clay Today newspaper

CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

READ

SHOP

LIVE

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

LOCAL.
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CLASSFIEDS 

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next 
power outage: 1-855-948-6176
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141
Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promotion & distribution. 
Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/ads
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Compre-

hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited time! Fi-nancing available. 
1-855-417-1306
Switch & save up to $250/yr on talk, text & data. No 
contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with 
flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based service. Call 1-855-903-3048
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936
Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm 
for recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. Call 
Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call National Debt Relief to 
find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less 
than what you owe! Free quote: 1-877-592-3616
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971
DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 
20 devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No contract or hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-
0405
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100% 
back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-
0206 to get a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/ads
Diagnosed with lung cancer? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award - even with smoking history. 
No obligation! We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help!! Call 24/7, 1-877-648-2503

Burial Plots for 
Sale 

2 Burial Plots for Sale                                                      
Holly Hill Memorial Park                                                         
Middleburg Garden of 

Faith $6,900.00 for both                                 
Call James at 904-415-9432

2 side-by side burial in the Garden 
of Faith at Holly Hill off Old Jen-

nings Rd. $2,000 each of best offer.                 
904-813-6708

Help Wanted 

Gary & Co Hair Design Seeking 
Cosmotologist booth rental. A fun 
and Friendly environment to work. 
Call Janice or Robin at 904-272-
6579

Garage, Yard & 
Estate Sales

351 Blake Ave, Orange Park 
32073 

Saturday June 17th 8:00 AM 
•Shelves (7 Book Shelves) 
•Dining room set (includes hutch, 

the dining table and chairs, and 
side board)
•Bedroom Chest of drawers
•Long work tables (2) with office 
chairs (2)
•Electric Adjustable Bed frames 
(two California twins side-by side 
or separate)
• King bed Frame
•TV cabinets (2)
•Large Table top cabinet

Free Kittens 

4 FREE Kittens Need a Good 
Home! Call 904-466-5245

FREE!
LOUD,

Easy to Qualify:
•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss 
or Speech Disorder

Amplify cell phone 
calls, at home &   

on the go!

www.ftri.org

XLCGo 
Amplifies  

up to           
50 dBs

Clarity XLC8 
Cordless 50 dB 

Amplified Phone 
with Slow Talk, 
Caller ID, and 

Answering 
Machine

888-497-1410

 www.ftri.org/free
Apply Online:

Or Call:

888-497-1410

CLEAR,

BUY LOCAL
SUPPORT FLORIDA FARMERS

FRESHFROMFLORIDA.COM

Fresh!
Food tastes better when it's 

grown closer to home!

Miscellaneous

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights in-
side and from the US. Serving Unit-
ed, Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call for free 
quote now! Have travel dates ready! 
866-245-7709

Dogs

Happy Jack® Mitex for yeast in-
fections and Seal N Heal for pet 
wounds are distributed by Florida 
Hardware (800) 241-6542)  (www.
fleabeacon.com)

Medical Supplies

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 
844-958-2473.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS!  A cheaper alternative to high 
drug store prices! 50 Pill Special-
Only $99!  100% guaranteed.

CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Autos For Sale

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! 

Call 24/7:  866-471-2576

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 888-460-2264

Home 
Improvements

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. Pest, ro-
dent, termite and mosquito control.  
Call for a quote or inspection today 
888-498-0446

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! American Residential 
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional in-
stallation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 866-
636-1910.  Ask about our specials!



40 CLAY TODAY • June 8, 2023 CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

Smith Street
2140 Smith Street
Orange Park, FL 32073

904.269.2140

Argyle Forest
6353 Argyle Forest Blvd., Ste. 4  
Jacksonville, FL 32244

904.908.0200

Baptist Clay
1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Ste. 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.520.6620

Thank you for voting us No. 1!
When it comes to your health, taking chances isn’t  
an option. You want the very best — and you have it, 
right here in Clay County. 

Orange Park Pediatrics, part of Baptist Primary Care in Clay County, 

was voted “Best Pediatrics” by local residents just like you.

Finding the right pediatrician for your children can make all the difference in their overall health. 
Orange Park Pediatrics provides quality care to children from birth to adolescence.  

Schedule your child’s annual wellness exam today and get on the road to better health! 

Pediatrics

F
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Orange Park Pediatrics has three conveniently located offices:

© Baptist Health 2023Baptist Pediatrics physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Pediatrics, Inc.

Dan Spearman, MD Ashley Wright, MD Marianne Davenport, 
APRN, PNP-BC

Mekal Faciane, PA-C Emily Gehret, PA-C, 
CLC

Mark Bedard, DO John Chan, MD Charles Dellinger, MD Tariq Gulzar, MD Shiree Sauer, MD 
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