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Where you take 
your child for ER 
care matters.

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

ORANGE PARK – If you’re caught speeding 
or just need directions, interactions with 
Orange Park Police Department of� cers 
are now being recorded.

The agency became the � rst in Clay 

Focus on transparency: 

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY OPPD

All 23 o�  cers with the Orange Park Police 
Department now are wearing body-worn 
cameras when they’re on duty. The purpose 
is to provide transparency as well as improve 
law enforcement tactics.

Orange Park Police 
o�  cers wearing 
body-worn cameras

SEE CAMERA, 18

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Paul Wane had a captive audience when he played his guitar at AMIkids of Clay County. 
The musician then donated a music studio to the Green Cove Springs school.

– INSERT

Paul Wane’s gift of studio 
‘resonates’ with AMIkids 
of Clay County

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Paul Wane 
didn’t need a microphone inside the 
Thomas Hogan Memorial Gym on Jan. 
19, but his message resonated with 
the small group of boys huddled on the 
bleachers.

He talked about approaching life 
with a positive attitude and working 
every day to improve – all with his cus-
tomary red, white and blue guitar hang-
ing from his shoulder.

“In life, people will try to bring you 
down,” Wane said. “Don’t let them do 
that. When you climb a ladder, you don’t 

want to step a rung down to get on their 
level. Bring them up to your level.”

Wane had the same Jacksonville 
Jaguars jersey he wore when he played 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” ahead 
of the Jaguars’ regular season � nale 
against the Tennessee Titans on Jan. 7.

Then he � ipped a switch on a speak-
er, hit a couple of buttons on the � oor 
control board and played a few riffs to 
make sure it wasn’t too loud.

He suddenly owned the room.
Wane asked the boys if they wanted 

to hear the National Anthem. Not only 
want to hear it, but they also sat wide-
eyed as he dove into the song.

Wane said he needed to get back 
into the recording studio, but his exit 
was delayed when one of the boys asked 

Th e gift  of music

SEE GIFT, 21

Every athletic team in the county is requied 
to have trained coaches or trainer who is 
certi� ed in CPR and AED resuscitation. 

SCHOOLS, 16

Due to circumstances beyond 
our control, our subscribers 
will now receive their Clay Today 
newspaper on Friday.

§The beat goes on … Save a life by 
earning the A-B-C’s and CPR  – 9      
Fire Rescue urges everyone to 
learn CPR – 12 
Why CPR? Cardiovascular disease 
No. 1 killer among women – 16

INSIDE
§

§

§

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – 
Millions watched 
in fear and panic 
as Damar Hamlin 
collapsed from 
cardiac arrest on 
national televi-
sion. Fast-acting 
� rst responders 

Schools well-equipped 
to handle emergencies 
on – and o�  – the � eld
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FLEMING ISLAND – Plans for a new Wawa 
to be built at Fleming Island Shoppes drew 
a sharp backlash from both neighbors and 
members of the Fleming Island Plantation 
community during a public meet-and-greet 
held by the property owner and developer 
on Tuesday night.

To move forward with project plans, 
the developer, Landmark Commercial Re-
alty, needs an easement from the Fleming 
Island Community Development District. 
The CDD currently owns the easement ac-
cess rights to the property bordering the 
proposed commercial development, which 
totals 4,000 square feet.

For the gas station, the developer would 
request an easement of 2,800 square feet 
of that space, according to a representa-
tive. However, if project plans were to 
move forward, the Wawa’s access road 
would cross directly over the Black Creek 
Trail, which thousands of Fleming Island 
residents use for recreational activities 
such as walking and biking and traveling to 
and from school and work.

Most of the packed audience voiced 
deep concerns with the potential new de-
velopment.

A litany of issues was raised by neigh-
bors, many of whom were displeased with 
the possibility of another new gas station/
convenience store in an area already con-
taining seven within a three-mile radius of 
the proposed new site.

The concerns included the potential of 
increased traf� c and safety concerns for 
motorists, bicyclists, children and seniors, 
and, of course, the rerouting of Black Creek 
Trail, which would be required if plan blue-
prints were to indeed move forward.

However, the developer maintained 
that the Wawa would alleviate traf� c con-
gestion because it would provide another 
ingress/egress access point in an already 
highly-traf� cked area. “We know there are 
a lot of concerns about how traf� c comes 
in and out of that area, but creating an-
other point of access, ingress and egress, 
allows for this intersection to not have to 
take on the amount of traf� c that would 
have to come in through here to utilize this 
development here,” a representative from 

the developer said.
A special, 350-foot, right-turn lane on 

U.S. Highway 17 would be constructed 
if � nal blueprints were approved, which 
would have to be built to FDOT standards. 
The Wawa would only be accessible via 
the special right turn. Then, when leaving, 
customers would be required to continue 
heading south on the highway.

To answer pedestrian and bicyclist 
concerns, a crosswalk and a series of pe-
destrian stop signs would need to be estab-
lished. A rerouted Black Creek Trail would 
also have to be constructed before the 
groundbreaking of the gas station.

Many steps would remain for the proj-
ect to be approved, which would include a 
permitting process with the FDOT, a re-

view from Clay County, and � nally, an ar-
chitectural review from the CDD.

A traf� c study by the developer found 
that 135 trips would be made during the 
peak hour of the business week, which 
would be 8 a.m. The public meeting was 
held at 2349 Village Square Pkwy.

At the end of the meeting, District 1 
Commissioner Mike Cella offered public 
comment to the developer.

“Here’s my problem. We’ve come this 
far with all of the design and work, and 
they’ve never once talked to anyone in 
the county. Only with my initiative here is 
the county even involved. If I wasn’t here, 
they never would have talked to the coun-
ty. They’ve been planning this thing for 
months,” he said.

Residents push back on plans for Wawa at Village Square Parkway

STAFF PHOTOS BY LEE WARDLAW

Bryce DeHaven, Property Owner, � elded questions from residents about the potential new 
development. A packed house of concerned Fleming Island neighbors and residents poured 
into the seats at Achieve Fitness to voice their sharp concerns with the proposed new Wawa 
gas station and convenience store.

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

ORANGE PARK – Keystone Heights May-
or Karen Lake had to drive 31 miles on 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, to attend the Clay 
County Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
State of Clay at the Thrasher-Horne Cen-
ter.

By the time she took the microphone to 
talk about her city’s successes and chal-
lenges, she seemed a bit frazzled.

“I have to tell you, I got in my car and 
I headed up north on (State Road) 21 and 

State 
of Clay

Municipalities, county leaders 
address problems, successes 
that come with growth

there was traf� c, they’re paving the roads 
from (S.R.) 16 to Keystone. Then you move 
into Middleburg at a traf� c light, and oh my 
gosh, I think it’s been 15 minutes or so. You 
guys got some serious traf� c happening.”

Everyone on stage shook their heads in 
agreement. So did the standing-room-only 
crowd of more than 100.

Growth not only brings new opportuni-
ties, business and money to the county, but 
it also brings the challenges of managing 
growth. Lake, along with mayors Randy 
Anderson of Orange Park, Matt Johnson 
of Green Cove Springs, Thomas DeVille 
of Penney Farms and County Commission 
Chairwoman Betsy Condon all were con-
cerned about the price of expansion.

With most of Oakleaf already devel-

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

From left, Commissioner Betsy Condon, and mayors Randy Anderson of Orange Park, Matt 
Johnson of Green Cove Springs, Thomas DeVille of Penney Farms and Karen Lake of Keystone 
Heights gave updates on their municipalities during State of Clay luncheon.

oped, the biggest concerns are for the 
southern end of the county. According to 
Condon, more than 10,000 home permits 
already have been planned in the Lake As-
bury area.

Nearby, Johnson said Green Cove 
Springs is bracing to double its population 
in the next 25 years. Yet, the city is deter-
mined to keep its small-town feel.

“First thing we did with the comprehen-
sive plan that takes us 25 years out,” he 
said. “The population is expected to double 
in 25 years and Green Cove Springs, so 
we’re getting ready for that.

“One thing we’re doing, and I don’t just 
take it for granted, down (U.S. Highway) 

SEE GROWTH, 17
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Mid-term grades are out for kids throughout Clay
County. So, in all fairness, we thought we should 
share ours as well. For more information or to 
find a doctor, please call 844.70.NURSE.

Learn more at HCAFloridaHealthcare.com

Final grades are coming out for kids throughout 
Clay County. So, in all fairness, we thought we 
should share ours as well. For more information 
or to find a doctor, please call 844.70.NURSE.

Learn more at HCAFloridaHealthcare.com
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By Anne Geggis
For FloridaPolitics

The state Supreme Court Monday re-
fused to block the state’s prohibition on 
abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy as 
the legal battle challenging the new law 
continues.

The 4-1 decision to keep the 15-week 
ban in effect was in response to abortion 
clinics and one doctor asking that an in-
junction that would allow abortions after 
15 weeks remain in effect while under-
lying issues with the law are resolved 
before the Court.

Leon County Circuit Judge John Coo-
per found that the law violated the Flor-
ida Constitution’s right to privacy, which 
is more explicit than the U.S. Constitu-
tion’s. He  issued an injunction  against 
the ban’s enforcement July 5, making it 
so that women could have an abortion 
up to the time that Roe v. Wade allowed.

But the state appealed that decision 
in the First District Court of Appeal and 
Cooper’s injunction was in effect for less 
than an hour. Abortion rights support-
ers filed an appeal of that decision in 
August.

The Supreme Court turned away 
the appeal of the First District Court 
of Appeal’s ruling on the injunction in 
one sentence Monday, with no reason-
ing. It was signed by Justices  Charles 
Canady,  Ricky Polston,  John Couri-
el and Jamie Grosshans.

Justice Jorge Labarga, however, dis-
sented, saying that the plaintiffs, “have 
met the exacting burden required for 
this Court to stay the First District of 
Appeal’s decision pending review in this 
Court.”

  Democratic U.S. Rep.  Kathy Cas-

tor called Monday’s ruling, “radical and 
extreme.”

“Even with a strong and broad right 
to privacy in the Florida Constitution 
AND long-standing legal precedent, the 
Florida Supreme Court and the GOP 
politicians want to control our lives and 
restrict the freedom to make personal 
choices,” Castor tweeted.

The state’s 15-week ban on abortion, 
with no exceptions for rape or incest, 
was passed after the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling that overturned the landmark Roe 
v. Wade court case that gave women the 
right to an abortion up to the point when 
a baby can survive outside the womb. 
Numerous states filled the void the over-
turned court ruling left by passing laws 
that effectively banned the procedure 
completely. Texas, for example, banned 

WordWordWordWord

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

OF THE WEEK

This Week 
in History

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Prink: (prink) a verb that means to 
make minor adjustments to one’s appear-
ance.

“My wife always seems to prink for at 
least 30 minutes before we go out.”

Five years ago, 2018
• Joe Arthur Turner of Keystone Heights 

is arrested and charged with murder and 
sexual battery of Jordan Cooper, a woman 
with intellectual disabilities.

• More than 95% of Clay County teach-
ers approve a new two-year contract that 
includes pay raises between $1,000 and 
$1,700 a year.

• The county commission approves 
medical marijuana facilities.

10 years ago, 2013
• Technology education company eIn-

struction earns a $75,000 project to make 
upgrades to music and technology pro-
grams at Annunciation Catholic School.

• The BCC approves a plan for 89 resi-
dential units, 60,300 square feet of retail 
and office space and a three-tier parking 
garage for Taylor Commons at King Tree 
Apartments site.

• Skot Wilson asks the Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office to donate two of its patrol 
cars to the Union City, New Jersey, Police 
Department after 14 of the agency’s cars 
were damaged by Super Storm Sandy.

20 years ago, 2003
• The Clay County Sheriff’s Office in-

vestigates who set a fire that destroyed the 
30-foot Eagle Harbor community’s pontoon 
boat and dock.

• Annie Montgomery, Linda Hutchin-
son, Steve Shannon, Roberta Wills and 
Sandra Dunnavant are selected as finalists 
for the Clay County Teacher of the Year.

• John Thrasher is hired as Clay Coun-
ty’s legislative lobbyist to help the county 
win projects with the Florida Legislature.

30 years ago, 1993
• Deputy Superintendent Jim Sowell, 

Florida Supreme Court confirms 
15-week abortion limit – but fight continues

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county commission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 

few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be 
clear and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com

SEE COURT, 5SEE BUSINESS, 5

Women business 
owners optimistic 
about future

SEE HISTORY, 5

By StatePoint Media
For Clay Today

Even as they ride out inflationary pres-
sures, supply chain disruptions and eco-
nomic uncertainty, women owners and 
executives of small and mid-size majority-
women-owned businesses have an optimis-
tic outlook about the near-term future of 
their business-
es, according to 
a recent survey.

The PNC 
Bank survey 
found that 
women business 
owner (WBO) 
expectations for 
their own com-
panies remain 
strong, with 41% feeling highly optimistic 
-- up from 29% in the fall of 2020 but down 
from 67% in the fall of 2021 – while the 
share of those feeling pessimistic has held 
constant at just 1%.

The survey also indicated that more 
than eight in 10 women business owners 
are very confident about their future suc-
cess and nearly half say it comes from their 
own hard work and drive. Similarly, 79% of 
WBOs are very satisfied with their role as 
business owners or leaders compared to 
67% of men business owners (MBOs).

“We are seeing a new pattern of self-
empowerment among women business 
owners that are very encouraging,” said 
Beth Marcello, director of PNC Women’s 
Business Development. “Their own hard 
work to survive the pandemic is the source 
of their confidence and optimism today.”

The survey suggests that women have 
a take-charge, can-do attitude. When it 
was difficult to find employees, 49% of 
WBOs versus one-third of MBOs say that 
they or their managers stepped in to cover 
open staff hours themselves. Additionally, 
they’re focused on growth: 81% surveyed 
are Woman Business Enterprise-certified, 
73% market their certification, and 88% 
say that certification has been a helpful 
business development tool.

“For the first time, we have evidence 
of increased financial confidence among 
women business owners. They are two 
times more likely than men to say they’re 
considering a new loan or line of credit to 
support business growth,” said Marcello. 
“They are monitoring their cash position 
and have a cash reserve, but they’re in-
vesting excess cash rather than stockpil-
ing it; they are continuing to leverage the 
increased efficiency of the digital financial 
tools they migrated to during the pandem-

OPINIONS

The state’s 15-week ban on 
abortion, with no exceptions 
for rape or incest, was passed 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling that overturned the 
landmark Roe v. Wade court 
case that gave women the 
right to an abortion up to the 
point when a baby can survive 
outside the womb. Numerous 
states filled the void the 
overturned court ruling left by 
passing laws that effectively 
banned the procedure 
completely.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Tax collector
4. Fishes without the line touch-
ing water
8. Brooklyn hoopsters
10. Actress Lathan
11. A metric for athletes
12. Food storage location
13. Colossus
15. Desolations
16. Accustom to something 
unpleasant
17. __ Kubrick, filmmaker
18. You might ask this at 
Thanksgiving
21. Arkansas city
22. Gave food to
23. Request
24. V-shaped open trough
25. Make lively
26. It accompanies feather
27. Blonde bombshell
34. One who revolves

35. Bluish greens
36. Charity
37. Having the shape of a cube
38. Unwind
39. Believed by some to be the 
supreme being
40. Checks or guides
41. Leak slowly through
42. Top-quality
43. Midway between south and 
southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Part of your foot
2. ItÕs at the back of the eyeball
3. Where things stand
4. Offered
5. Contains pollen
6. Boisterous get-together
7. Asserts out loud
9. TheyÕre in the sky
10. Canonized

12. A politicianÕs official 
stances
14. It can catch fish
15. British thermal unit
17. Helps little firms
19. Where patients go for 
treatment
20. Large red deer
23. Pokes holes in
24. ÒStar WarsÓ hero Solo
25. One in a hospital
26. Scandinavian god of battle
27. Famous cat
28. __ Angeles: City of Angels
29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. City along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini ingredients
33. Get away
34. Rare species of rodent
36. Suppress

an authority on Clay County school his-
tory, retires after 34 years with the Dis-
trict.

• 38 Special, Travis Tritt, Charlie 
Daniels and the Kentucky Headhunters 
announce a benefit concert at NAS Jack-
sonville to raise money for playground 
equipment at the Ronnie Van Zant Park 
in Green Cove Springs.

• Keystone Heights customers are 
concerned they may lose their Sears 
Outlet after the chain announces its plan 
to close 100 stores.

40 years ago, 1983
• Rickie Rowell and two juveniles are 

arrested in Volusia County and charged 
with two Admiral’s Walk break-ins.

• The county commission postpones 
a plan to sell $4.5 million in bonds to 
make up for budget shortfalls.

• The Middleburg High boys basket-
ball team wins back-to-back games – 59-
47 against Crescent City and 51-49 in 
double overtime against Nease – at the 
Jacksonville War Memorial Arena.

History
from page 4

Business
from page 4

ic; and they are confidently increasing 
pricing as the economy allows for it.”

Meeting the challenges
While WBOs have concerns about 

inflation, profitability and the supply 
chain, they believe they’re prepared for 
these challenges. Although similar por-
tions of WBOs and MBOs experienced 
supply chain issues in the past year, 
79% of WBOs believe they have the right 
amount of inventory they need to suc-
ceed.

WBOs also intend to maintain or ex-
pand on policies they initiated during 
the pandemic, including allowing flexible 
work arrangements (48%), increasing 
compensation (38%) and implementing 
employee health or safety enhancements 
(33%). WBOs are more likely than MBOs 
to adopt Corporate Social Responsibility 

policies or practices, including gender 
pay equity (34% vs. 9%) and diversity 
and inclusion (29% vs. 14%). These 
disparities could be an indication of why 
fewer WBOs (30%) than MBOs (43%) 
are finding it harder to hire new staff 
compared to six months ago.

Identifying and addressing challeng-
es faced by women financial decision-
makers is a component of PNC’s Project 
257: Accelerating Women’s Financial 
Equality, an initiative to help close the 
257-year economic gender gap. More 
information about these efforts as well 
as helpful resources for women financial 
decision-makers can be found at pnc.
com/women. To connect with Project 
257, follow PNC on social media: Face-
book, Instagram, LinkedIn and Twitter.

While the pandemic created new 
economic challenges, many with lasting 
effects, women business owners largely 
overcame these obstacles, taking away 
lessons that have inspired their opti-
mism and confidence today.

SJR State College to hold 
financial aid, FAFSA event

ORANGE PARK – St. Johns River State 
College will present “FASFA Frenzy,” a free 
workshop assisting in applying for finan-
cial aid, at its campus on College Drive.

“Finances should not be a barrier to 
attending college,” said SJR State’s Fi-
nancial Aid Director Suzanne Evans. “The 
event will provide qualified students with 
assistance in completing the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 
which is the first and most important step 
in applying for financial aid.” Walk-ins are 
welcome.  

Students can base their financial in-
formation on the previous year’s tax re-
turn. Potential students intending to enroll 
in college during the 2023-24 academic 
year are encouraged to complete the form 
as soon as possible, as some funds are 
awarded on an as-needed basis while oth-
ers are awarded first-come, first served.

The Orange Park campus will host FAF-
SA Frenzy night on Tuesday, Feb. 7, from 
6-8 p.m. in the D Building.

During the event, current and potential 
students can participate in free  step-by-
step instructions for completing and sub-
mitting the FAFSA, along with the Florida 
Financial Aid Application. Computers will 
be provided.

To complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, students/parents will 
need to bring the following: 

• Social Security number 
• Driver’s license number 
• Alien registration number 
• Most recent federal income tax re-

turns, W-2s, and other records of money 
earned. You may be able to transfer your 
federal tax return information into your 
FAFSA using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. 

• Bank statements and records of in-
vestments, if applicable 

• Records of untaxed income, if appli-
cable 

Filling  out the FAFSA doesn’t obli-
gate students to a particular career track 
or college. For more information, visit 
sjrstate.edu/ fafsafrenzy.html.

Court
from page 1

the procedure before most women know 
they are pregnant.

Gov.  Ron DeSantis  hailed the passage 
of Florida’s law – the state’s most restric-
tive since abortion became legal. He has 
alluded to promoting more laws that would 
roll back abortion rights further, although 
he has not been specific about what chang-
es he would support.

“House Bill 5 protects babies in the 
womb who have beating hearts, who can 
move, who can taste, who can see, and 
who can feel pain,” DeSantis said when he 
signed the bill. “Life is a sacred gift worthy 
of our protection, and I am proud to sign 
this great piece of legislation which repre-
sents the most significant protections for 
life in the state’s modern history.”

But abortion rights groups filed suits, 
state by state, to establish the right to an 
abortion under state constitutions because 
the language in some of them protects a 
woman’s privacy and equal rights.

Democratic Rep. Anna Eskamani called 

Monday’s ruling – coming one day af-
ter the 50th anniversary of the Roe v. 
Wade ruling – “heartbreaking.”

“They have not closed the door 
completely but allowing the ban to 
remain in effect continues to cause 
individuals’ suffering and takes away 
our freedoms,” the Orlando area law-
maker said.

Laura Goodhue, executive director 
of the Florida Alliance Planned Par-
enthood Affiliates, said the 15-week 
ban, in practice, has made doctors 
hesitant to provide medical care once 
a pregnancy is past the law’s cutoff.

Anne Geggis is a South Florida 
journalist who began her career in 
Vermont and has worked at the Sun-
Sentinel, the Daytona Beach News-
Journal and the Gainesville Sun cov-
ering government issues, health and 
education. She was a member of the 
Sun-Sentinel team that won the 2019 
Pulitzer Prize for coverage of the 
Parkland high school shooting. You 
can reach her on Twitter @AnneBoca 
or by emailing  anne@floridapolitics.
com.
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We have positions open for experienced and new Therapists, Outpatient Counselors, 

Case Managers, Medical Assistants,  School Based Counselors, Peer Support Specialists,  

Mobile Response Team,   Mental Health Technicians, Admin Support Positions and many more. 

We offer flexible scheduling Monday through Friday and evenings and  weekends. Both full and 

part time available with competitive pay and benefits. We are an employee focused agency 

with innovative programs including free clinical  supervision for licensure, and opportunities  for 

some remote work for some positions. We are an Accredited agency with a strong reputation for 

teamwork, collaboration and a supportive 

working environment.

CBHC - Building a healthier community, one life at a time. 
10 Locations throughout Clay County  

info@ccbhc.org

ccbhc.org/careers

New Year ~ New Career Opportunities
Make a difference in 2023!

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

North Florida Land Trust Conservation Acquisitions Cooridnator Heather Nagy provided seven 
sonservation values as the Board of County Commissioners explore ways to create and pay for 
a long-range Conservation Lands Program.

BCC, NFLT continue their push 
to expand conservation footprint
By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – While still in 
an exploratory stage, the Board of County 
Commissioners and North Florida Land 
Trust continued to examine ways to cre-
ate and fund a conservation lands program 
during a special workshop Tuesday morn-
ing. Commissioners heard several pro-
posals on funding the project, including a 
slight increase in the millage or electric 
rates. They also examined the priorities 
for the conservation project.

Since nobody knows how much money 
will be raised or how much real estate and 
interest rates will be when the program 
may be implemented in late 2025 or early 
2026, BCC and NFLT said it’s necessary to 
create a blueprint.

“It’s now or never,” said NFLT President 
and COO Allison Defoor. “Whatever moves 
we make now or don’t make now will affect 
our grandchildren.”

A .1 mill increase will generate $29.3 
million in the next 20 years, and it will 
cost each homeowner about $30 a year in 
taxes, but NFLT hopes to raise nearly $59 
million.

“That’s a couple pizzas a year,” said 
NFLT Director of Conservative Acquisi-
tions Ramesh Buch.

Commissioners expressed the value of 

protecting more land through purchases 
and easements, they said it would require 
a plan that voters will approve. Since the 
county can’t increase the sales tax, vot-
ers must approve a referendum during the 
general election in 2024.

“Land conservation is a nebulous term,” 
commissioner Mike Cella said. “We need to 
nail that down a little more.”

The county also is struggling to keep up 
with rapid growth. With more than 10,000 
homes already approved for the Lake As-
bury area, land trust of� cials said it’s more 
important now to protect conservation ar-
eas before they’re all gone.

Commissioner Kristen Burke said mon-
ey for conservation can’t come out of the 
current budget.

“We don’t have all of that money, no 
matter what people think,” she said. “We 
barely balanced the budget. Either some-
thing’s got to give or we have to raise it 
from somewhere else.”

The land trust also identi� ed seven 
conservation values and asked commis-
sioners to identify their priorities. All � ve 
board members were given 10 stickers and 
they were asked to place stickers on areas 
they think were the most important.

Protecting endangered species was 
� rst with 12 votes, followed by protecting 
drinking water with 11, access to recre-

ation areas with 10, connecting programs 
with neighboring counties and protecting 
surface water with 8 each, protecting his-
torical and cultural areas with 6 and pro-
tecting farms and forest areas with 5.

The North Florida Land Trust is a non-
pro� t that is committed to protecting natu-
ral places in Clay, Duval, St.Johns, Baker, 
Nassau, Putnam and Flagler counties.

“We aren’t talking about land at the in-

tersection of (State Road) 16 and 21 that 
costs $40,000 an acre,” Buch said. “We’re 
talking about remote areas where land 
costs $2,000-$4,000.”

The BCC pushed the project forward 
and decided the next step would be a se-
ries of public meetings to get more input.

“This is a political process,” Defoor 
said. “If we all play well, it will lead to a 
good outcome.”
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HCA Florida Orange Park 
Hospital one of America’s Top 250

Orange Park among top 5% 
of hospitals nationwide for 

overall clinical performance

For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – HCA Florida Orange 
Park Hospital has been named America’s 
Best 250 Hospitals according to Health-
grades, a leading resource that connects 
consumers, physicians and health sys-
tems. This achievement puts the hospital 
in the top 5% of hospitals nationwide for 
overall clinical performance across the 
most common conditions and procedures.

Sustaining a high level of care requires 
a hospital-wide commitment and an on-
going “patient-� rst” approach. “Health-
grades is proud to recognize HCA Florida 
Orange Park Hospital as two of America’s 
250 Best Hospitals for 2023,” said Brad 
Bowman M.D., Chief Medical Of� cer and 
Head of Data Science at Healthgrades. 
“They both consistently deliver better-
than-expected outcomes for the patients 
in their community and are setting a high 
national standard for clinical excellence.”

“It is important that consumers con-
sider hospital quality when it comes to se-
lecting a hospital,” says Dr. Bradley Shu-
maker, Chief Medical Of� cer at Orange 
Park Hospital. “This is our fourth year in a 
row earning this prestigious award. That 
shows how hard our teams have worked 

to make patient safety a priority.”
“The importance of clinical success in 

key areas like Stroke Care, Critical Care 
and Cardiac Care in becoming a top hos-
pital in the nation cannot be understated,” 
Bowman said. “A commitment to excel-
lence in these most challenging service 
areas, and the key conditions within each, 
is a hallmark of Healthgrades America’s 
Best Hospitals.”

“We applaud HCA Florida Orange Park 
Hospital as the recipient of the Health-
grades America’s 250 Best Hospitals for 
their long-standing commitment to qual-
ity and superior clinical outcomes. As 
hospitals across the country continue to 
fearlessly treat patients during the time of 
COVID-19, it has never been more impor-
tant to recognize those organizations that 
are delivering the highest quality care,” 
Bowman said.

In addition to HCA Florida Orange 
Park Hospital’s ranking, HCA Florida Me-
morial Hospital in Jacksonville was also 
included on the list.

Visit  Healthgrades.com/quality/ameri-
cas-best-hospitals for an in-depth look at 
both hospital’s performance and pro� le to 
explore the highest quality care in Jack-
sonville today. Consumers can also visit 
Healthgrades.com for more information 
on how Healthgrades measures hospital 
quality and access the complete method-
ology visit b2b.healthgrades.com.

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND – Mia Pearlman found in-
spiration for her sculpture “Undulation” from 
the county’s greatest resource – water. She 
quickly envisioned � sh swimming through 
rippling water. She was motivated by bright 
colors and the relaxing combination of sun, 
water and wildlife.

“It was inspired by the research I did into 
the local � sh and the river,” Pearlman said 
as her sculpture was unveiled Tuesday after-
noon at Baptist Medical Center Clay’s West 
Entrance. “I was really interested in the 
waterways, underground rivers and like all 
the different ways that water plays a really 
important part here both in terms of leisure 
and also the economy.”

Art is an important aspect of Baptist’s 
mission, according to hospital president Da-
rin Roark.

“Art is the big part of our healing pro-
cess,” he said. After one of her designs 
wasn’t selected for Baptist Medical Center in 

Jacksonville, the hospital asked her to sub-
mit ideas for the Clay project – a year before 
ground was broken for the 102-bed facility 
off Village Square Parkway.

It took a year to create the sculpture, 
Pearlman said.

The artist said she also studied the resi-
dents of Clay County for motivation.

“I think a lot of it is who the county is,” 
she said. “I wanted to make something the 
community could adopt.”

The piece includes a series of different 
colored wavy bulwarks. You can imagine 
waves and � sh swimming when as you walk 
around the sculpture. I’m really thrilled with 
the way it came out,” Pearlman said. “We 
went through three different painters just to 
try to get somebody who could get the right 
pigments to make the colors that we want. 
There are always a lot of technical things 
that happen behind the scene in this kind of 
project.”

The sculpture was installed outside the 
doors at the southwest corner of the hospital.

‘Undulation’ sculpture to inspire, 
heal patients at Baptist Clay

Artist Mia Pearlman unveiled her  “Undulation” scuplture that was inspired by the county’s 
waterways and wildlife. The artwork can be seen at Baptist Medical Center Clay.
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By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – Jim Market was given a 
second shot at life when he collapsed from 
a left arterial descending heart attack – 
commonly known as the widowmaker – two 
years ago in the Baptist Oakleaf ER park-
ing lot.

The man from Middleburg wasn’t 
breathing when his wife pulled their pickup 
truck to the front door.

“He stopped talking to me. He was 
making strange sounds and turning blue. 
All of a sudden, he wasn’t responding to 
me,” his wife, Timmi, said. “By the time 
I got to Oakleaf Parkway, he expelled his 
last breath. By then, I was driving 90 mph. 
I was punching him, yelling at him not to 
leave me.”

When they arrived at the front door of 
the Emergency Room, she ran inside to get 
help. A security guard working the mid-
night shift saw Market slumped over and 
motionless. The guard pulled him from the 
seat and started doing Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation Market on the sidewalk.

“I knew I had to get him out,” Luis Var-
gas said.

Nurses and doctors quickly joined Var-

The beat goes on …

Save a life by learning the A-B-Cs and CPR

PHOTO BY KYLIE CORDELL

EEunice Mathis teaches CPR, including how 
to revive children from cardiac arrest.

gas to help lift Market on a stretcher. A 
nurse continued chest compressions while 

Market was rushed into an exam room.
The medical team worked to stabilize 

Market.
“Jim was essentially dead,” said Dr. 

Joseph King. “We had to shock his heart 
several times to restore a normal rhythm.”

The quick response from the security 
guards’ initial chest compressions and 
the entire team helped revived the patient 
from a heart attack that few survived.

Never has the success of CPR been on 
display more than when a national televi-
sion audience watched in disbelief when 
Buffalo Bills safety went into cardiac arrest 
after getting a sudden hit to the chest that 
caused commotio cordis. Medical teams 
resuscitated him on the field and they were 
forced to perform CPR on him again at the 
hospital. Hamlin has since recovered and 
was released from the hospital.

But not everyone is so lucky. While 
many have heard of CPR, few people know 
how to administer it.

Here are the basics:
“Usually, the first thing you’re going to 

do when administering CPR is (to) tap and 
shout,” said Yolanda Tucker, an Acuity CPR 
and Safety Training Instructor in Orange 
Park. “You are waiting for a response, two 
seconds at the most, and then you want to 

check for a pulse.”
You can check a pulse by placing your 

index and middle fingers on the neck to the 
side of the windpipe.

Tucker suggests checking their nail bed 
if they don’t know how to check a pulse.

“It normally turns white and then pink 
again, this tells you that blood is flowing,” 
she said.

If you cannot feel a pulse, alert by-
standers to call 911 immediately and bring 
an AED, or Automatic External Difiblerera-
tor. Most companies are required to have 
one by law.

“Then you administer CPR until one of 
three things happens: that person receives 
RSC (Return to Spontaneous Circulation), 
EMS arrives or you are completely ex-
hausted and cannot go any longer,” she 
said.

If a child sustains cardiac arrest, use 
two thumbs or the heel of your hands to 
administer CRP and rescue breaths after 
each set of compressions. If you see a teen 
or adult collapse, you can perform hands-
only CPR. Compressions should be hard 
and fast in the center of their chest.

To stay on track and help people find 

SEE CPR, 12
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By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – After strumming a deaf-
ening rendition of “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” with a Southern Rock-style spin ahead 
of the Jacksonville-Tennessee game, Paul 
Wane became the center of attention in the 
musical world in Northeast Florida.

But he wasn’t the only show in town.
Enter Aaron Brown, a U.S. Navy veter-

an who moved to Orange Park in 2020, has 
been playing the guitar since high school, 
but he didn’t consider music as a serious 
career path until 2021.

After attending several open mic ses-
sions alongside fellow local musician and 
close friend Gabe Bullard to break the 
ice, Brown now prefers to go by a differ-
ent moniker – Banjo Brown – when rock-
ing crowds along with live, onstage perfor-
mances that are available for viewing now 
on Fleming Island, Green Cove Springs and 
throughout Northeast Florida.

A one-man band, the guitarist and vo-
calist treat audiences to an alluring variety 
of acoustic folk and Americana cover hits, 
with his menu of songs featuring a wide 
selection of favorite genres including blue-
grass, country, rock and more.

When Brown takes to the stage, his 
cowboy hat, leather vest, cowboy boots, 
harmonica and favorite guitar all go along 

for the ride. The musician’s instrument of 
choice is a Martin Grand Concert guitar, 
and he can shred those chords for a long 
time, too.

Plenty of stamina is required for each 
of Brown’s acts, all of which last between 
three-to-four hours.

He was reared in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and he said that playing the gui-
tar isn’t his best onstage skill or motivation 
for performing.

“I’m not the best guitarist in the world. 
I’m inspired by lyricists,” he said.

His idols include John Pride, Guy 
Clarke, Vincent Neil Emerson, Taylor King-
man, Oliver Wood, Jason Isbell, Chris Sta-
pleton and the Turnpike Troubadours.

“Those are guys that put poetry into 
their music,” Brown said.

Banjo Brown’s diverse lineup of old-
school hits includes those from his biggest 
inspirations that are listed above along 
with other top artists, such as The Devil 
Makes Three, Tom Petty and the Heart-
breakers, Pink Floyd and more.

“These are songs of ne’er-do-wells 
and rounders. That’s the kind of music I’m 
drawn to. I like music that has an edge to 
it,” Brown said.

He performs regularly at Mercury Moon 
on Fleming Island from 9 p.m. to midnight 
every third Wednesday of the month. He 
also hosts a show every other Friday at V 
Pizza on Fleming Island from 6-9 p.m.

He was most recently on stage at the 
Sunset Tiki Bar on Fleming Island, but 

Banjo Brown jamming to his own musical following

Banjo Brown you can catch his next big performance on 
Friday, Jan. 27, at V Pizza from 9 p.m. to 
midnight.

To � nd his schedule, visit BanjoBrown-
Music on Facebook or email him at Banjo-
BrownMusic@gmail.com.

Black History 
Month events

MELANIN MARKET LIVE ART 
WALK: will be sponsored by VyStar 
Credit Union on Feb. 1 from 5-9 p.m. at 
the VyStar Breezeway at 100 W. Bay St. 
in Jacksonville.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CON-
CERT AND CELEBRATION: will be on 
Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m. at the Jacksonville 
University Concert Hall, 2800 University 
Blvd., in Jacksonville.

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH THROUGH MUSIC: will be on 
Feb. 4 at 4 p.m. at the Congressional 
Holiness Church, 2079 State Road 16 in Orange Park. For more information, visit friends@
fasacc.org or call (904) 657-6223.

REMEMBERING DUNBAR HIGH AND BLACK AMERICAN ANCHORS: will be on 
Feb. 11 at 4 p.m. at Green Cove Springs Junior High, 1220 Bonaventure Ave. For more 
information, visit friends@fasacc.org or call (904) 657-6223.

BLACK HISTORY FESTIVAL/MEN OF LOYALTY YOUTH BOXING: will be on Feb. 11 
at 9 a.m. at Pier Station Road West in Green Cove Springs. Men of Loyalty is a program 
that teaches children boxing techniques, o� ering discussion groups, snacks and building 
teamwork in a positive family environment. The festival also includes family fun, perform-
ers, arts and crafts. For more information, visit meno� oyalty.org.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PARADE AND MELANIN MARKET: will be on Feb. 18 from 
noon-5 p.m. along A. Philip Randolph Boulevard in Jacksonville.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA MARKET DAY BLACK HISTORY MONTH COL-
LABORATION: will be on Feb. 22 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 1 UNF Dr. in Jacksonville. The 
event is free.

AUGUSTA SAVAGE ARTS FESTIVAL: will be on Feb. 25 from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Spring 
Park, 106 St. Johns Ave. in Green Cove Springs. For more information, visit friends@fasacc.
org or call (904) 657-6223.

(Submit events to don@claytodayonline.com).
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Early Learning Coalition 
selects Traci Green as its 
Preschool Teacher of the Year
By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – The Early Learning Coali-
tion of North Florida made a surprise visit 
to Traci Green’s classroom on Jan. 10 after 
selecting her as the Preschool Teacher of 
the Year.

The prize patrol came to Advent Lu-
theran Church with Pete The Cat, flowers, 
balloons and a certificate.

“The award is given to two teachers ev-
ery year, one is an infant toddler teacher, 
and the other one is preschool,” said Mar-
tha Morrow, the Preschool Director at the 
preschool. ELC affiliates were encouraged 
to send applications, honoring teachers 
across the counties of Baker, Bradford, 
Clay, Nassau, Putnam and St. Johns.

“I nominated Traci. We did a big write-
up on her, and then it came to the central 
office and the council there,” Morrow said. 
“They read all the nominations and picked 
one teacher for the year. And Traci won out 
of all of those counties. It’s a huge honor.”

Green agreed.
“It was very special,” she said. “Before I 

could even get through the door, two of my 
kids were saying, “Mrs. Traci, congratula-
tions! You’re the best teacher ever. We love 
you! Everyone was very emotional.”

Although Green has only taught at Ad-
vent for three years and is fairly new to 
teaching, she has made a long-lasting im-
pression on her students.

“To teach preschool, it really needs to 
be your passion. Little minds, little brains. 
That’s what I love about it. I love working on 
new ideas, new manipulatives. My mind is 
constantly thinking and creating new ideas 
for the class and for the school,” she said.

“The great thing about having such a 
small class is being able to meet their in-
dividual needs, whether socially, academi-
cally, or developmentally, I’m in tune with 
all my children. I can challenge the students 
to their best capabilities and help them 
reach their potential before going to grade 
school,” Green said.

The school provides students with safe 
and nurturing classrooms, kindergarten 
readiness and academic enrichment. Stu-
dents learn various subjects, from music, 
science, cooking, bible studies, reading, and 
outdoor play.

“We have a standard theme each week. 
For this week, our theme is sports. All of my 
lesson plans are focused on sports and the 
letter ‘P.’ We incorporate the letter of the 
week into the theme,” Green said.

However, plans don’t always go accord-
ingly. Depending on the day, you have to be 
flexible. You just have to go with the flow 
and use every moment as a learning experi-
ence for them.”

Besides preparing her class for kinder-
garten, Green’s goal is to set the basics for 
making good decisions and teach students 
how to care for others.

“Whether it’s coloring or playing a game 
together on the floor with their friends, it’s 
about taking turns and being an encourage-
ment to their friends and telling them good 
job, providing those life skills they will con-
tinue to use into adulthood,” she said.

In and outside the classroom, Green 
enriches little minds. She also helps keep 
parents informed by writing monthly news-
letters and calendars. “We’re an Advent 
family,” she said, noting the importance of 
school-to-home connection. Green also or-
ganizes school packets for new students. In 

2021 Green started VPK training emphasiz-
ing early literacy and now helps run and de-
velop the program for new teachers.

“That’s what makes a teacher of the 
year, not just teaching the kids and caring 
for them 100% of the time, but being a team 
player- there’s never any doubt. She covers 
everything,” Morrow said.

Green is honored to be selected as its 
teacher of the year. However, she is more 
excited about the school. “I was thoroughly 
honored, thrilled, shocked, surprised. But 
I’m more excited about people learning 
about our school. I’m much more excited 
about the spotlight that our school is get-
ting,” she said. “Something like this is pro-
gram-changing for us.”

And not only for Advent Lutheran Church 
Preschool but for all preschools.

“There are other quality small pre-
schools in the community that don’t get the 
recognition they deserve,” Green said.

Teachers in preschools and child care 
centers have often been overlooked and 
underappreciated, not treated on the same 

level as professional teachers. However, 
Green hopes to represent what’s best about 
education and all of the incredible, hard-
working people that are educators in our 
country.

“We are setting the groundwork for the 
rest of their lives,” she said.

Green will be recognized and awarded at 
the ELC Annual Conference at the Thrash-
er-Horne Center On Saturday, Feb. 11, 
alongside the winner of the Infant/Toddler 
teacher, Takila Anderson from St. Johns 
County. The winners will receive a $500 
cash prize from Kaplan Early Learning and 
the Clay Electric Foundation.

“Then they will call up the two winners 
onto the stage and award them with more 
prizes, a trophy, and Traci will be recog-
nized by all of her peers,” Morrow said.

The Prize Patrol with Pete the Cat made a suprise stop at Advent Lutheran Church to honor 
Traci Green, middle, as the Early Learning Coalition of Northeast Florida’s Preschool Teacher of 
the Year. They were joined by Preschool Director Martha Morrow.
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Chick Days are Coming Feb . 8th ! CPR
from page 9

the right speed, Tucker suggested doing 
chest compressions to the tempo of the 
Bee Gee’s song, “Stayin’ Alive.”

“You want to do 30 compressions,” 
Tucker said.

There’s no speci� c way to place your 
hands, but you want to ensure you are go-
ing down at least two inches on an adult,” 
she said.

If you are in a situation where you have 
to use an AED, there are pictures on both 
pads. A child or infant pad goes front and 
center, both on the front and back. That’s 
the only time you do not follow the pic-
tures. Otherwise, put one AED pad on the 
right side of the chest (just below the col-
larbone) and the other on the lower left 
side of the chest.

Turn on the AED and then follow the 
prompts. A voice will tell you exactly what 
to do. You keep administering CPR until it 
says, “analyzing heart rhythm.” When the 
voice says clear, ensure that no one is 

touching the patient.
CPR saves lives, and it is relatively 

easy to administer. Even someone without 
formal training can do CPR and follow the 
prompts to operate an AED. And yet, not 
everyone receives the life-saving care they 
need right away.

“People always think that someone else 
is going to step up, but we may be the dif-
ference between saving a person’s life, so 
calling 911 is not enough. For every min-
ute you delay starting CPR, a person loses 
10% of their brain function. That’s why I 
really push that all adults learn CPR,” said 
Eunice Mathis, a CPR instructor at the 
Florida Training Academy in Jacksonville.

To � nd CPR training near you, call Flor-
ida Training Center at (904) 551-0918, r 
contact Acuity CPR and Safety Training at 
(904) 469-6741.

“Bring the whole family. Even if a child 
can’t do chest compressions, can they rec-
ognize that papa isn’t responding, and can 
they call 911? We’re offering it. We just 
need people who actually want to come 
learn,” Mathis said.

PHOTO BY KYLIE CORDELL

Clay County Fire Rescue supports teaching CPR, including this class at Middleburg High’s Early 
Childhood Program.

Fire Rescue urges everyone to save lives by learning CPR
By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – In November 2019, a lo-
cal father sustained cardiac arrest at his 
daughter’s soccer game at the Clay County 
Soccer Complex. It was the last thing Chad 
Eason, 39, expected to happen.

Luckily, help was nearby. Thanks to the 
quick-thinking nurse and off-duty � re� ghter 
in the crowd watching their child play, they 
kept Eason’s blood pumping until paramed-
ics arrived on the scene. Clay County Fire 
Rescue Training Captain Billy Futch remem-
bers the day vividly.

“I was working an overtime day on Res-
cue 22 out on Fleming Island. We had a car-
diac arrest call at the Clay County Soccer 
Complex out on Lakeshore Drive. It was a 
39-year-old male who had no prior medical 
problems to that,” he said.

Upon arrival, the couple was already on 
the � eld, initiating chest compressions and 
an AED provided by the soccer complex. Ac-
cording to witnesses, they worked to revive 
him for 11 minutes.

“When a person suffers sudden cardiac 
arrest, you have a window or time frame 
starting from that moment, typically 10 
minutes. Those 10 minutes are signi� cant 
because that’s how much-oxygenated blood 
you have in your body,” Futch said.

Eason had little chance of survival, yet 

he beat the odds.
“We ended up using two monitors for a 

total of 700 joules to shock the patient. He 
had already been shocked multiple times 
upon our arrival,” Futch said. “We shocked 
him with both monitors. In our world, the 
threshold diminishes after multiple shocks, 
but it was just amazing. Within ten seconds, 
he was talking. He was alive and grabbing 
the forearms of the � re� ghter doing CPR. 
And he’s alive and well today.”

The initiative of the two bystanders and 
the fast-acting � re rescue department saved 

this man’s life.
“He was there to watch his daughter 

play soccer, and he’s still alive to watch his 
kids grow up and be a part of their life. It’s 
an amazing, easy thing to do,” Futch said.

Futch is now a training safety of� cer for 
Clay County Fire Rescue. He’s also trained 
Clay County Sheriff’s Of� ce and Clay County 
Emergency Management of� cials, as well as 
many � rst responders from across North-
east Florida. They learn the basics of car-
diac life support, including CPR, how to ad-
minister drugs such as Epinephrine, and an 
AED to correct heart rhythm.

“Speci� cally in Clay County, a lot of peo-
ple in the northeast region are referred to as 
a duel role � re department. We are EMTs as 
a minimum. We also have paramedics and 
quite a few nurses. To become a � re� ght-
er in the state of Florida, you must have a 
medical emergency technician and basic life 
support training.”

“Most of our � re� ghters do CPR every 
day they are on duty if it is from trauma or a 
cardiac arrest,” he said. “In this profession, 
we do CPR quite often.”

Not only does Futch train medical per-
sonnel, he also emphasizes the importance 
of training the community.

“We de� nitely urge people to become 
CPR trained. Even if they don’t have some-
one who is at risk, it is a valuable skill to 
learn. Anyone can have a sudden cardiac ar-
rest – no matter their age,” he said.

In 2021, Clay County Fire Rescue part-
nered with PulsePoint to empower residents 
to save a life from sudden cardiac arrest. 
According to the American Heart Associa-
tion, more than 356,500 cardiac arrests 
occur each year away from hospitals, mak-
ing it the third-leading cause of death in the 
United States. In Clay County, more than 
300 people experience sudden cardiac ar-
rest annually and need immediate assis-
tance.

For extremely time-sensitive emergen-
cies, PulsePoint noti� es nearby individuals 
willing to take quick life-saving action.

“Clay County is blessed to have Pulse-
Point. You can download that app, and basi-
cally, it alerts you if there is someone having 
an emergency in an area. If you are in a half-
mile radius of someone who is in need of 
CPR, it will actually alert you and map you 
to their location,” Futch said, adding that it 
alerts bystanders of nearby AEDs.

“I can’t emphasize enough, get in touch 
with us, whether it is a small or large group. 
We want to be able to prevent emergencies, 
not only respond to them. Between the app 
and people being CPR trained, even Hands-
Only, we’re going to increase the odds of 
survivability of our county and residents,” 
he said.
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By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com 

MIDDLEBURG – Love Donuts & Smoothies opened last week, 
serving fresh-to-order donuts, smoothies coffee, and other crav-

ings to hungry customers.
Manager Alex Ly said business slowly started to pick up right 

after sunrise on opening day. After that, the � ow of customers remained 
steady until lunchtime.

“The � rst day of business was good,” he said. 
Love features a luminous display of blue and pink colors ordained 

on the walls, along with a beautiful display of donuts, breakfast sand-
wiches, croissants and kolaches behind the counter.

Sitting proudly in a large glass display, the warm, sweet treats seem-
ingly greeted every new customer with the tempering aurora of smell as 

they entered.
Many were so impressed with the new local business, 
some customers were quick to pull out their phones to 

snap a quick video.
Those who were in a hurry used the drive-thru.
Ly and his girlfriend, owner Ngeecasiv Teng, moved 

from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, � ve months ago after 
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Love Donuts & Smoothie owner Ngeecasiv Teng and manager Alex Ly, manager relocated from 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana � ve months ago to open up their dream business in Middleburg: a 
donut shop. They completed their goal last week, hosting a successful grand opening.

All you need is Love 
Donut shop in Middleburg 
enjoys sweet grand opening

All you need is LoveAll you need is LoveAll you need is LoveAll you need is Love

There are plenty of sweet treats to choose from at Love Donuts & Smoothies, but the shop also 
serves breakfast sandwiches, croissants and kolaches.

owning another doughnut shop there.
When moving to their new home, the 

couple wanted to reimagine their former 
business with a new, Floridian twist.

One major difference between new and 
old is that Love’s offers a much wider vari-
ety of menu item options. Ly recommends 
the kolaches, which he said are very popu-
lar in Texas. The branding, menu display 
and color scheme on the walls are different 
from their previous location. Ly described 
their former location as just a regular do-
nut shop, but Love’s new location offers so 
much more.

Ly said that he and Teng decided to 

shy away from word-of-mouth marketing 
before opening Love’s, which is located at 
2475-7 Blanding Blvd.

“We just decided to open up and see 
what happens, other than putting a sign 
outside,” he said.

Nevertheless, their decision to set the 
businesses’ roots down at the busy city re-
tail center was no mistake, especially since 
there aren’t any locally-owned doughnut 
shops in the area.

“That’s why we decided to put it there 
when it came up for rent,” Ly said.

The restaurant is open from 4 a.m.-4 
p.m., seven days a week.
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A Service of Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller Tara S. Green

CLAY COUNTY – The year 1812 brought a 
tidal wave of unrest to Northeast Florida. 
A group of “Patriots” mounted a rebellion 
against Spain in hopes of making East 
Florida a territory of the United States.

Their leader was John Houstoun Mc-
Intosh, not to be confused with his � rst 
cousin, Gen. John Houstoun McIntosh, 
the Revolutionary War hero. McIntosh had 
a close link to Clay County having bought 
Laurel Grove from Zephaniah Kingsley. 
Kingsley bought McIntosh’s plantation on 
Ft. George Island, and today it is the King-
sley Plantation National Park. McIntosh 
Avenue in Orange Park bears his name.

McIntosh was loyal to the United 
States, and he and his fellow Patriots gave 
Spain a headache for a few years. The reb-
els also had the backing of the country’s 
fourth president, James Madison. Word 
spread that McIntosh was elected the 
“president of 

Celebrate Celebrate 
Clay Clay 
HistoryHistory

The 
Patriot’s 
Rebellion

the new territory” of East Florida. How-
ever, this was complete � ction – a concept 
mostly entertained in the rebels’ minds.

The raid on Fernandina, however, was 
not � ction. Backed by a U.S. gunboat and 
troops, the “Patriots” took the Spanish fort 
located there. The plan was to march to St. 
Augustine, take over the capital of Spanish 
East Florida and offer it up to the United 
States. This plot was foiled, though, when 
the Creek Indians and the Free Black Mili-
tia, who were allied with Spain, routed the 
rebels on their way there. The rebels were 
forced to retreat.

This maneuver created an international 
scandal. President Madison got cold feet 
and quickly distanced himself from the 
affair, which ultimately resulted in the 
Patriots losing the support of the United 
States. This started an earnest letter-writ-
ing campaign by McIntosh to the President 
and Secretary of State. McIntosh basically 
called them out and continued to ask for 
help and support. He pointed out the slaves 

would revolt, that East Florida 
would become a refuge for run-
away slaves and that the Creek 
Indians would continue to raid 
with impunity. He emphasized 
the value of East Florida and 
what an asset it would be to 
the United States.

He reminded the presi-
dent that he and the other 
Patriots had stuck their 
necks out. It was a 19th 
Century version of the Cu-
ban Bay of Pigs incident. 
He even signed his letters, 
“President John Houston 
McIntosh.” His efforts 
were futile.

Spain was eager to 
squelch the rebellion 
and offered the rebels 
amnesty and pardons. 
McIntosh was leery of 

the offer and continued to believe that his 
assets would be seized. Spain did grant 
him amnesty, but his actions left him a 
marked man. He was repudiated by the 
United States, a country to whom he had 
lent his patriotism, and was now a trai-
tor in Spain’s eye. The Spanish governor 
of East Florida, realizing McIntosh was a 
person of importance, let him leave Florida 
unscathed. McIntosh retired to his Geor-
gia plantation. He later served in the First 
Seminole War.

The rebellion caused a crime wave in 
the area. Some of the Patriots were not 
truly loyal to Spain or to the United States, 
only to themselves. These folks were ban-
dits bent on raiding and marauding planta-
tions and homes along the St. Johns and St. 
Mary’s rivers. Zephaniah Kingsley decided 
to fortify his plantation, Laurel Grove (now 
the Town of Orange Park). In particular, he 
forti� ed the main house, which was a com-
bination of a store on the � rst � oor and a 
residence on the second � oor. He built a 
stockade around the building and placed 
cannons facing out towards the river.

Inevitably, Laurel Grove was raided by 
the bandits, who set up the main house 
as headquarters. Anna Kingsley, who was 
married to Zephaniah and had her planta-
tion directly across the river, was worried 
about her children and slaves at Laurel 
Grove. She feared everyone would be kid-
napped and sold into slavery.

Mr. and Mrs. John Houston McIntosh

Laurel Grove Plantation

It was Nov. 22, 1813, when Anna decid-
ed to do something about it. Spanish com-
mander Jose Antonio Moreno’s orders took 
him to Doctors Lake in search of bandits to 
take back Laurel Grove.

He saw a canoe with Anna Kingsley 
aboard rowing his way. The canoe was 
coming from Laurel Grove’s dock. Once 
aboard Moreno’s gunboat, Anna ascer-
tained it would be a safe place for her chil-
dren and slaves, so she transported those 
people to the ship. To show her fealty to 
Spain, a county that recognized her, a for-
mer slave, as a free and whole person.

Anna proposed to burn down the main 
house and deny the bandits shelter. And, 
once given approval, she did just that. She 
snuck over to the house, set off incendi-
ary materials inside and burned it to the 
ground.

In his report, Moreno wrote of Anna, “I 
cannot help but recommend this woman, 
who has demonstrated a great enthusiasm 
concerning the Spaniards and extreme 
aversion to the rebels, being worthy of 
being looked after, since she has worked 
like a heroine, destroying the strong house 
with the � re she set so that the artillery 
could not be obtained, and later doing the 
same with her own property.”

At the time of the burning, Anna King-
sley was only 20. Spain rewarded her loy-
alty with a 350-acre land grant.

Patriots East Florida Constitution
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Why CPR?
Cardiovascular disease No. 1 killer among women
By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – Imagine this: you are 
walking across the Winn-Dixie parking lot 
when a middle-aged woman collapses at 
the crosswalk. Her body goes limp; she is 
motionless; her skin turns blue from the 
lack of blood pumping through her heart.

Cars stop. Pedestrians run inside, 
shouting for help. Someone calls 911 while 
everyone else stands there, not moving, 
stunned into silence. By the time EMS ar-
rives, the woman’s heart has stopped for 
nearly four minutes.

According to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, cardiovascular disease is the No. 
1 killer of women, more than all forms of 
cancer combined. And yet, it’s a common 
misconception that men are at greater risk 
for heart problems than women.

“We need people to understand that 
women die at the same rates from cardiac 
arrest as men do. We have the same stress-
ors. We have the same underlying heart 
conditions,” said Eunice Mathis, a Florida 
Training CPR Instructor in Jacksonville. 
“But the public doesn’t know this because 

whenever you’re watching TV and someone 
sustains a heart attack, it’s always a male 
clutching his chest.”

“On TV, the main symptom of cardiac 
arrest is sudden, crushing chest pain, but 
women are more likely than men to have 
non-chest pain-related symptoms,” she 
added.

Symptoms can be vague and many 
women brush them off because they’re not 
widely known as signs of a Cardiac Arrest. 
Furthermore, many people believe that 
women are more likely to overdramatize 
incidents.

“It’s not until they are on the ground, 

unconscious, that they realize it’s not anxi-
ety. And then they’re like, oh no, what do I 
do now?” Mathis said.

Many hesitate to perform CPR despite 
being protected by the Good Samaritan 
Act.

According to a study by the American 
Heart Association, 45% of men received 
bystander CPR compared with only 39% of 
women. Men had 23% higher odds of sur-
vival than women.

“The assessments are the same for 
men and women,” Mathis said. “Tap and 
shout, check the carotid pulse, but the by-
stander’s response is different. If you are 
a woman who sustains a cardiac arrest in 
front of a male, the male is less likely to 
provide CPR because they don’t want to 
touch your chest.”

Rescuers often fear accusations of in-
appropriate touching, sexual assault or 
injuring the victim. Furthermore, male 
bystanders are also less likely to use an 
AED while waiting for emergency medical 
services, severely decreasing the female 
victim’s odds of survival.

“Don’t be worried about her being ex-

posed. It’s better to be exposed than dead,” 
Tucker said. “If we delay exposing the 
chest, which means removing the shirt and 
bra, then we’re going to delay placing the 
AED pads. If the AED is delayed, it’s harder 
to get an adult victim of sudden cardiac ar-
rest back into a normal rhythm,” she said.

However, to see these changes on 
a global scale, we must first start in the 
classroom. “For example, CPR has been 
something that has been taught for about 
forty years, and we just now have CPR 
mannequins, as of 2022, that have women-
like breasts,” Tucker said. Mathis added 
that it is equally imperative for images and 
manikins used in CPR training to reflect a 
diversity of racial groups.

These educational tools must repre-
sent the population receiving CPR in real 
life because how we learn CPR plays into 
our perception of who is affected by sud-
den cardiac arrest and how to treat them. 
Changing people’s perspectives of Cardiac 
Arrest victims starts by acknowledging 
that everybody- no matter what you look 
like- is susceptible to cardiac arrest and 
deserves to be saved.

rushed out onto the field and “frantically” 
started CPR. The stadium fell silent. Com-
pletely silent. Some were visibly crying, 
others praying. One thing was on their 
mind was Hamlin.

Now, imagine Damar Hamlin’s mother, 
among the more than 65,000 fans in Cin-
cinnati, watching her 24-year-old son col-
lapse, laying motionless, from the side-
lines. Imagine the panic rising in her throat 
as she raced down the stadium bleachers 
taking three steps at a time.

For Hamlin, the fast-acting medical 
team and the quick initiation of chest com-
pressions and electrical shocks saved his 
life, but is every mother so lucky?

Though it’s not a common occurrence, 
two in 50 U.S. high schools can expect a 
sudden cardiac arrest event each year, 
according to the American College of Car-
diology, and an estimated 2,000 student-
athletes will die from cardiac arrest a year. 
Athletes are the most susceptible to sud-
den cardiac arrest.

How can we assure concerned parents 
that the football field is safe for their child?

In light of Hamlin’s collapse, Clay Coun-
ty School’s Athletics Director John Sgro-
molo stressed the importance of review-
ing emergency procedures and practicing 
protocols.

“If you look at the Damar Hamlin case, 
that was a big reason his life was saved. 
They enacted the Emergency Plan immedi-
ately,” Sgromolo said.

School
from page 1

Under the Zachary Martin Act, all Flor-
ida High School Athletic Association mem-
ber schools must train at least one school 
employee or volunteer with current train-
ing in CPR, AED and first aid. They must be 
present at each athletic event during and 
outside of the school year, Sgromolo said.

“The law states that only one employee 
or volunteer be certified, but went beyond 
the call of duty, and we made every single 
coach in Clay County go through training 
free of charge to them,” Sgromolo said.

The Clay County School District suc-
cessfully trained more than 300 coaches in 
2022, he said.

Named after the Riverdale High football 
player from Lee County who died 11 days 
after collapsing during a summer football 
workout in 2017 due to heat-related ill-
ness, the bill also requires that each school 
provide training and resources for effec-
tively monitoring heat stress.

“The old adage is, when and doubt, sit 
them out. If there is doubt, a player will 
be pulled onto the field for further evalua-
tion,” he said.

The law also requires each school’s 
emergency action plan to include a proce-
dure for onsite cooling using cold-water im-
mersion in case of exertional heat stroke.

Furthermore, Sgromolo said Clay Coun-
ty Schools are required to stay up-to-date 
on the latest safety equipment and proto-
cols.

“In 2020, knowing that this legislation 
was coming down the pipe and knowing 
that it was the best thing to keep our stu-
dents safe, the district purchased 80 ZOLL 
AEDs, the industry standard for Automatic 
External Defibrillators,” he said.

AEDs are readily available everywhere, 
whether it’s a softball, football or baseball 
field, tennis court or practice facility.

“We also have transportable AEDs for 
our off-campus sports such as golf, swim-
ming, and cross country- those coaches 
have transportable AEDs when they go on 
the road,” he said.

They also EMS onsite at all high school 
football games and high-impact sports. 
“We have an outstanding partnership with 
Clay County Fire Rescue. We work in con-

junction with them regarding coverage for 
all our Junior High and High School foot-
ball games,” Sgromolo said. “They volun-
teer their own time to do this.”

And with a new law requiring ninth and 
11th graders to receive CPR training, the 
district is now looking at how to incorpo-
rate this training within its physical educa-
tion department.

“We partnered with the American Heart 
Association. Through their partnership 
with the PGA Foundation, we were given 
nine CPR, FA and AED training kits. The 
kits went to all of our high schools and were 
utilized in our physical education program 
with our ninth-grade and 11th-grade stu-
dents being trained,” said the Clay County 
Schools Media Partners Supervisor, Terri 
Dennis.

The students learned hands-only CPR 
with the kits and how to use an AED ma-
chine.

“Our P.E. coaches share that this is 
one of the most memorable lessons taught 
in our P.E. classes throughout the year. 
Students reported coming away from the 
training more confident to help assist a 
person in a time-sensitive emergency, 
such as cardiac arrest,” she said.

Sgromolo agreed.
“When I am instructing, I tell people all 

the time, you have this certain responsibil-
ity as a coach, but it doesn’t mean you are 
always going to save an athlete. You could 
be driving down the road, and someone 
goes down. Ultimately, your courage to act 
will be what it could take to save some-
one’s life. It is one of the most important 
skills we can have,” he said.
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17 you’re going to pass Walnut Street 
you’re going to take a second look. What’s 
that it’s going to catch your eye is we have 
a streetscape redesign. For Walnut Street, 
for instance, from Palmetto across 17 over 
to Magnolia, you’re going to see real brick 
and then eventually all the way down to the 
pier and all the way back. You’re going to 
see a whole new redesign of Walnut Street 
and the focus is going to be to take people 
to Spring Park to the river. You’re going to 
see a lot of eye-catching things in Green 
Cove Springs that have not been there be-
fore.”

“Growth is coming. Now is the time for 
Green Cove Springs to be a destination 
place. Again, not just on special events, 
but I would say on a regular weeknight or a 
weekend night as well.”

Anderson said his town has worked to 
address � ooding issues, removing the � nal 
45 septic tanks and incorporating them 
to the town’s sewage system and buying 
green spaces.

“Over the past 40 years we’ve had a lot 
of issues with � ooding,” he said. About in 
2022, we started purchasing seven wet-
land properties and that’s going to be our 
key to controlling � ooding within a town 
and focusing on what else we need to do 
and putting a lot of money towards the 
stormwater.”

Anderson said Orange Park has applied 
for grants from the St. Johns River Man-
agement District and the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection to help 
pay for removing the septic tanks.

“We will have 100% coverage for 
switching these 45 properties over to 
water and sewer service of the town,” he 
said. “So hopefully by the end of the year or 
beginning of next year, those 45 residents 
will be switched over.”

Condon, who also lives near Keystone 
Heights, said growth has become a major 
project for the county commission. She 
said she hears from disgruntled residents 
at every meeting about roadway construc-
tion projects that never seem to end, traf-
� c, challenges to the infrastructure and 
seemingly uncontrolled growth.

“You know when you get a phone call 

Growth
from page 2

from your husband, and he wants to know 
if I can this traf� c � xed,” Condon said. 
“With all of the traf� c that goes around 
Clay County, we feel your pain – whether 
they’re state projects or county projects. 
But with growth comes the need for good 
services around the county.”

All representatives were happy to talk 
about their municipality’s successes.

Lake said the recently-started Black 
Creek Restoration plan which will fun-
nel water from the south fork of the Black 
Creek to lakes Geneva and Butler will prove 
to be a boon for the entire county and sur-
rounding areas. She also said there were 
major improvements made at the Keystone 
Beach Pavillion, as well as the addition of 
pickleball courts.

DeVille said Penney Farms is continu-
ing to map out infrastructure plans that 
weren’t recorded when the town was es-
tablished in 1926.

Anderson said Orange Park rebuilt 
Clarke Park, added a new hardware store 
and has more than 9,000 cars passing 
through town every day.

In addition to its downtown compre-
hensive plan, Green Cove Springs soon 
will reap the bene� ts of the First Coast 
Expressway once it’s completed south of 
the city limits. Major commerce, including 
a Town Center-like development, is likely 
to follow.

Condon said the BCC recently passed 
an impact fee so new residents will help 
share the � nancial responsibility for ex-
panding roads and building new schools, 
� re stations and libraries, hiring new sher-
iff’s of� ce deputies and expanding electri-
cal and water services.

“Maybe my favorite thing about it is that 
we were able to protect 250 acres of land 
from ever being developed (in Middleburg) 
into homes to protect the natural beauty 
of Clay County,” Condon said. “The North 
Florida Land Trust bought 800 acres, so 
we have over 1,000 acres where they’re 
going to let us build trails through there. 
Across the road will be our Regional Sports 
Park. We’re going to have eight multipur-
pose � elds.

“This is huge for Clay County because 
nowhere in Northeast Florida can any kind 
of sports complex for soccer, lacrosse, 
those kinds of things.”

Veterans encouraged to 
attend forum on Friday

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Are you a 
military veteran, or do you have one in 
your family?

The Clay County Veterans’ Services 
Of� ce is holding a free forum on Jan. 27 
from 6-8 p.m. on the fourth � oor at the 
Clay County Administration Building to 
explain the new healthcare expansion 
law that could bene� t certain local veter-
ans. Military veterans who served in spe-
ci� c areas overseas after 1990 may have 
been exposed to toxic chemicals during 
their service. This forum will go over 
important information about the largest 
healthcare and bene� ts expansion in VA 
history under the Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxics Act.

The program is targeted for veterans 
who served after Aug. 2, 1990, in Bah-
rain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia and Unit Arab Emirates 
and those who served after Sept. 11, 
2001, Afghanistan, Djibouti, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, Uzbekistan 
and the Philippines.

There’s a full list of geographical ar-
eas and timeframes that were affected on 
claycountygov.com, and you can register 
there for the free event.

Island Theater to present 
Twain’s “Is He Dead?’

FLEMING ISLAND – “Is He Dead?,” a 
play written by Mark Twain and adapted 
by David Ives, will take the stage at 7:30 
p.m. on Jan. 27. Jan. 28., Feb. 3 and Feb. 

4, and at 2 p.m. on Jan. 29 and Feb. 5 
at the Island Theater. Tickets, which are 
available at theislandtheater.com, are 
$10 for students and $18 for adults.

Middleburg-Clay Library
 hosting book sale

MIDDLEBURG – The Friends of the 
Middleburg/Clay Hill Library will be sell-
ing books for three days, starting Jan. 26.

The event on Jan. 26 will run from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., while books will be avail-
able from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Jan. 27 and 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Jan. 28.

The group only accepts cash and 
checks. Saturday’s sale will include a 
“Friends Book Bag” promotion where 
buyers can � ll a bag with books for only 
$5. Friends of the Library will be allowed 
to see the selection on Wednesday, Jan, 
25, from 4-8 p.m. Cost to be a member 
is $5 for a single and $8 for a family. It 
costs $25 to become a patron.

The organization also is accepting 
books and puzzles that are in good shape 
for the sale. For more information, call 
(904) 502-2605.

Community Briefs 
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County to out� t the department with body-
worn cameras that are mounted in the 
middle of their vest.

“Body cams were on everybody’s radar 
back when the George Floyd thing went 
on,” said Chief Gary Goble. “It was really, 
really big, but we couldn’t afford it. They 
were quite expensive and we worried about 
the public records request and all the video 
and storage and all that kind of stuff.”

Now it’s part of the department-issued 
gear, just like a gun, handcuffs, Tasers and 
badges.

“We began testing beginning of 2022 
with different companies and looking at 
what everybody had to offer, the ease of 
the software and the ease of the of� cers 
use day-to-day what applications come 
with the products,” said Lt. Cody Monroe. 
“We made the choice to go with Axon and 
then we rolled out most of the department 
and got started about October or Novem-
ber. All patrol is rolled out and using body 
cameras. Our school resource of� cers 
have body cameras and pretty much the 
whole department. Everybody’s giving us 
really good feedback and learning how to 
use the applications that go with it.”

OPPD received money from the Town 
Council’s American Rescue Plan funds to 
offset the $229,000 a year pricetag. 

While most believe body-worn cameras 
are used to keep law enforcement from 

Camera 
from page 1

stepping outside the law, Monroe said his 
department also uses them for evidence 
gathering and training.

“We’ve had some good kind of investiga-
tive success stories to where one of our of-
� cers might check out a suspicious person 
at nighttime and their body cam captures 
that person and what they’re wearing, who 
they are and what they’re going,” he said. 
“Then that same person later that night or 
maybe prior to the contact with law en-
forcement either in our area has commit-
ted a crime, and now we have video of what 
they look like that we can compare.

“Yes, we identify this person, this is 
what they’re wearing and they’re on cam-
era wherever breaking into a car or what-

ever. So we’ve had a couple of success sto-
ries whereby a camera provided evidence 
to make cases against folks who commit 
crimes.”

According to a Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics report, the main reasons local police 
and sheriff’s of� ces acquired body-worn 
cameras were to improve of� cer safety, 
increase evidence quality, reduce civilian 
complaints and reduce agency liability.

Three of� cers with the Green Cove 
Springs Police Department were out� tted 
with body-worn cameras a week ago as 
part of a test program. The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Of� ce is pouring through camera 
proposals. The cost of putting a camera on 
deputies could be as much as $4 million-
to-$6 million a year, Sheriff Michelle Cook 
said.

Cameras certainly create transparen-
cy. Monroe said his of� cers generally keep 
their cameras on during their shifts, and 
the only exceptions are when they make 
a personal telephone call or use the rest-
room.

OPPD cameras also come with auto-
matic triggers that are built into an of� -
cer’s holster and Taser. A magnet inside 
the holster makes sure the camera is op-
erational when the current is broken after 
the gun is pulled. Tasers come with the 

same safeguards.
“The Orange Park Police Department is 

committed to ensuring its citizens receive 
the best possible law enforcement ser-
vice and protections. Body-worn cameras 
have been demonstrated to be of value in 
the prosecution of traf� c and criminal of-
fenses, gathering of evidence, protecting 
of� cers from false allegations, training and 
to ensure transparency of law enforcement 
activity,” OPPD said.

“We’ll get a complaint come in that an 
of� cer was rude or this of� cer did this or 
did that,” Goble said. “We look at the video 
and that usually shuts that down. The body 
camera makes a lot of those go away.”

Video taken by body-worn cameras is 
stored by a third party.

“It has made a big difference in the 
number of things in our evidence room,” 
Goble said.

Video also can be a helpful tool in solv-
ing – and prosecuting – a case. Of� cers 
then link their report to the video.

“The of� cers can make a more accurate 
report of the crime scene or the crime that 
occurred because they have their body 
cam footage to go back on a review before 
they even write the report,” Monroe said. 
“So I think, in that sense, it’s helped just 
make our job a little bit easier.”

According to a Bureau of Justice Statistics report, the main 
reasons local police and sheriff’s offices acquired body-worn 
cameras were to improve officer safety, increase evidence quality, 
reduce civilian complaints and reduce agency liability.
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CLAY COUNTY – O�  cials from Orange Park and Green Cove Springs 
planted trees on Friday, Jan. 20, to celebrate Arbor Day. In Orange 
Park, Mayor Randy delivered o�  cial opening remarks Rob Bradley 
Conservation Park at Nelson Point, with Doctor’s Lake serving 
as a beautiful, picturesque backdrop setting. Town o�  cials then 
planted a cedar tree. At Vera Francis Hall Park in Green Cove Springs, 
Development Services Director Mike Daniels spoke before a holly tree 
was planted at the front entrance. The tree was dedicated to Elaine 
Townsend and Anita Newport, Garden Club of Green Cove Springs 
members who recently died. Arbor Day is celebrated on di� erent days 
around the county, Florida traditionally sets aside a day to plant trees 
and expand environmental education on the third Friday of January.

Townsend and Anita Newport, Garden Club of Green Cove Springs 

Orange Park, Green Cove Springs celebrate Arbor Day
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by Pastor Billy  Register
True Life Church

Clay County

Faith
Walk

LYBY: Obedience is 
the Key

If you want to live your best life, two 
things are essential: 

1. Do the right thing, and 
2. Grow in godly wisdom and apply it. 

If you stick to these two simple rules in 
your life, you can’t go wrong in anything 
you do!

There are two types of wisdom: the 
wisdom of the world and the wisdom of 
God. 

God’s wisdom trumps that of the 
world every time. God’s knowledge will 
lead us to life, but worldly wisdom will 
lead us to destruction. 

But how are we to find godly wisdom 
and apply it to our lives?

Obedience is key!
Knowledge comes from reading and 

dwelling on God’s word. Knowledge 
makes you wise. The more you do this 
the more it will integrate with the choic-
es and decisions you will face. But for 
that wisdom to truly come to define your 
character and lead you on the path to 
God’s eternal kingdom, you must be obe-
dient to it. You must be willing to follow 
God in everything you do!

Spiritual giant Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
said, “One act of obedience is better than 
one hundred sermons.”

The Bible spells out clearly the re-
ward for those who are obedient to God’s 
wisdom. Proverbs 3:16-17 says, “Long 
life is in her [wisdom’s] right hand; in 
her left hand are riches and honor. Her 
ways are pleasant ways, and all her 
paths are peace.” When you live a life of 
obedience to God’s ways, He fills your life 
with peace. He leads you to the kind of 
fulfillment and purpose that you can find 
nowhere else.

Proverbs 19:8 says, “Grow a wise 
heart—you’ll do yourself a favor; keep a 
clear head—you’ll find a good life” (Mes-
sage). God’s wisdom is within your grasp. 
All you need do is saturate your life in 
His Word and follow what it says. If you 
want to live your best life, obedience is 
key!

n
You can write the Pastor at pastor-

billy@findtruelife.com.

Orange Park Woman’s Club raises 
$7,500 for many community projects

PHOTOS BY KYLIE CORDELL

Guests jazzed it up by dancing and raising money for several Clay County organizations. The party also included dinner and prizes.

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – The Orange Park Woman’s 
club was decked out in glittering purple, 
green and gold on Friday, Jan. 20th during 
its first major fundraiser, “Jazz it Up,” a 
New Orleans-style event including a silent 
auction to raise money to help fund various 
nonprofit projects.

Guests were transported into a world of 
glitzy chandeliers, table settings decorated 
with plastic beads, elaborate flower bou-
quets and feathered masks. A colorful bal-
loon arch overlooked a copious buffet table 
of slow-roasted prime rib with au jus and 
horseradish sauce, dauphinoise potatoes, 
chicken florentine and a grilled vegetable 
medley provided by Club Continental and 
the Hilltop Restaurant.

More than 120 attendees took to the 
dinner table, then the evening dance floor 
to let the “good times roll.” Couples danced 
to ragtime, swing, and jazz provided by 
the 14-piece Clay County Community Jazz 
band, a subgroup of the 70-plus member 
Clay County Community Band featur-
ing music from 1920 through the 1950s, 
as well as classics such as Rolling on the 
River, Footloose, and Old Time Rock & Roll.

The night ended with a spectacular 
giveaway from its silent auction. Items for 
the silent auction were gifted by sponsors 
and community members.

“We raised more than $7,500 in to-
tal,” said the communications liaison for 
the club, Sandy Keller. “Thanks to all of 
our sponsors, we kept our expenses really 
low, so we will be giving away more than 
$6,400 of that.”

Funds raised by the event will go to-

wards a variety of community service pro-
grams throughout the year, such as Quig-
ley House, Orange Park Title 1 elementary 
schools, Clothes Closet and Food Pantry of 
Orange Park, Youth Scholarships, Miriam’s 
Basket, Mercy Support Services, Clarke 
Park, Wreaths Across America, Orange 
Park Outfitters, Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library, Orange Park Community Theater 
and many more.

The event will also help fund Mercy 
Support Services and its groundwork ini-
tiative to provide low-income housing for 
the underserved.

The woman’s club received significant 
community support for the charity event 
with more than 20 sponsors and counting, 
the largest event they have done to date.

“It was amazing how many sponsors 
supported the event. This is the first time 
something like this has been offered to us 
– to have this kind of community connec-
tion at an event here at the Orange Park 
Women’s Club,” she said.

Sponsors included the Art Guild of Or-
ange Park, BASCA, Inc., Big City Car Wash, 
BJ’s Wholesale Club, Dr. Donna Richard-
son, Gordon Chevrolet, Grumpy’s- Orange 
Park, Karen Mackley, LaMora Phillips, 
Linda Fonferek, Lowe’s of Orange Park, 
Mackey’s Munchies, Metro Diner, Miller’s 
Ale House, Molly Maids, Norma Layton, 
Palermo Puerto Rican Kitchen, Resellers 
Reef, Sandy Keller, Shana Wise, The Club 
Continental, The Island Theatre, Urban 
Bean, Vicki McComb and Wine for Human-
ity.

“We can’t thank those sponsors enough. 
Organizations supporting each other are 
so important. We all need that- businesses 

supporting one another. Having that kind of 
partnership in the community is important 
for the longevity of us all,” Keller said.

So can we expect another event in the 
future?

“I would like to think so,” Keller said. 
With nonprofits, it’s a 100% volunteer-led 
organization, so the next board year, we 
will decide which events will take place 
over the next year.”

So rest assured, “Jazz it Up” will likely 
return next year, so keep your dance shoes 
spiffy and practice your triple-step turn.

For more information about the Orange 
Park Woman’s Club contact the member-
ship chair, Vicki McComb at (904) 264-
8269 or email them at opwomansclub130@
gmail.com.

Club Continental and Hilltop Restaurant pro-
vided an elegant dinner for Jazz It Up guests.
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to play another song. It proved to be one 
of the most-satisfying encores of his career.

His reason to be at the school was two-
fold: he announced he and Jay Murphy of 
Murphy Custom Guitars were donating a 
music studio to the school. The gift included 
guitars, bass, drums, keyboards, mixing 
boards and lights. He also told them he and 
some of his friends would be back to give 
lessons. What started as a hope to have 
Wane speak to the boys at the school quick-
ly turned into the most-ambitious donation 
from Wane’s Guitars for Kids Rising Star 
Foundation. “I saw the story of him playing 
before the Jaguars game and when I saw he 
said the power of music can bridge genera-
tions and bring people together, that reso-
nated with me,” said AMIkids Director of 
Education Joshua Grant. “I knew I wanted 
to talk to him.”

He searched the internet at school and 
he found a telephone number to book gigs 
with Wane’s Duval County Line Band. He 
called four times at lunch; never putting 
the phone down – or giving up. Then Grant’s 
phone rang. It was Wane.

“From the start, I knew we were on the 
same frequency,” Grant said. “We talked 

Gift 
from page 1

several times about how we can partner up 
for the betterment of the boys.”

Wane agreed to stop at the school last 
week. Nobody expected him to bring his gui-
tar – or the promise to create a studio.

Some of the boys recognized him, but 
all were curious about why he was there. 
So was Grant. “I knew he had something up 
his sleeve, but I didn’t know he was going to 
give us a music room,” he said. 

Grant said more than 25 of his students 
now want to play the guitar.

“I’m elated to have the feedback from the 
boys,” Grant said. The music studio was do-
nated in the honor of one of Wane’s friends, 
guitarist Duane Johnson of the band Sam 
Hill who died last week.

DCL will play a celebration of life show 
in Johnson’s honor on Feb. 11 at American 
Legion Post 250 in Middleburg on Jan. 11 
and the music room will be named after 
Johnson. AMIkids is located at the Augusta 
Savage Mentoring Center. According to the 
organization, it’s dedicated to helping boys 
discover the potential within them, trans-
form their lives and strengthen the com-
munity. The organization empowers boys 
through care and guidance to reach that po-
tential to break the cycle of failure and pov-
erty. “This program will create a pyridine 
shift for these boys, and it will spill over to 
other core classes,” Grant said.

Paul Wane performed two songs for the boys at AMIkids of Clay County after donating a music 
studio to the school. Since then nearly 30 students have asked to learn the guitar.

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – Emmy Award-winning 
comedienne Vicki Lawrence, best known 
for her roles on CBS’s “The Carol Burnett 
Show” and her comedy series, “Mama’s 
Family,” will be performing her Two Wom-
an Act at the Thrasher-Horne Center on 
Sunday, Feb. 5 at 7 p.m.

The multi-talented entertainer reached 
national stardom for her colorful charac-
ters, but she did not reach that success 
alone. Despite her decades-long television 
career, Lawrence was not always passion-
ate about the stage.

“I would say that show biz kidnapped 
me. It wasn’t at all what I thought I was 
going to do. To tell you the truth, I was go-
ing to be a dental hygienist, but Carol side-
tracked me from that one,” she said.

Burnett “discovered” Lawrence in 1967 
in Inglewood, California. Lawrence was 17 
years old.

Burnett was expecting her second 
child, yet focusing on putting together an 
ensemble for her upcoming variety show. 
Two weeks overdue from her baby’s sched-
uled arrival, Burnett was going through 
fan mail from her prior series, “The Gary 
Moore Show,” when she stumbled upon a 
photograph of Lawrence and a handwritten 
note from her. The letter included details 
of the upcoming Miss Fireball Competition 
being held near Burnett’s home.

“She answered my fan letter and ar-

ranged to see me at the Miss Fireball com-
petition,” Lawrence said. “She crowned me 
when I won.”

The two women kept in touch and Bur-
nett decided to give Lawrence a screen test 
along with another candidate for the show.

“She asked me if I wanted to audition to 
play Carol’s sister,” Lawrence said. “It was 
all just serendipitous timing.”

Despite having no formal training, Law-
rence was given the role.

“I had not studied acting growing up, 
so I think I was just very, very raw. They 
had to train me. At some point, all the suits 
went up to Carol and said, ‘Don’t you think 
we should replace her and get a real ac-
tress because she’s kind of rough? And she, 
‘She’s a diamond in the rough. We’re keep-
ing her.’”

Vicki went on to become part of the 
now-legendary cast, developing into one 
of the most well-known comediennes of all 
time.

“I started on the Carol Burnette Show 
when I was 18,” she said. “I like to say that 
I went to the Harvard School of Comedy in 
front of America. I had the best teachers in 
the world.”

One such teacher was Harvey Korman, 
Carol’s leading man on the Carol Burnett 
Show.

“Harvey really took me under my wing 
and taught me everything I know about 
comedy,” she said.

Soon after, Lawrence started taking a 

plethora of characters.
In the seventh season and hundreds 

of hilarious sketches later, Vicki created 
her most endearing character to date, 
the sassy midwestern Thelma Harper, or 
“Mama” as she is better known to her fans.

“I was playing Carol’s mother. Betty 
White was on the show, and I played her 
mother,” she said. “I played a lot of old la-

dies on Carol’s show.”
After the Burnett Show, Vicki went on 

to star in “Mama’s Family,” which consis-
tently topped the ratings for its entire six-
year run of original shows.

“Moma is in everyone’s family. That’s 
why she’s been so popular,” she said. “Ev-
eryone can relate to her, and she’s fun. 
She’s just been, thankfully, an old lady, so 
I can really grow into her character. We’re 
getting old together.”

More than 20 years after the show’s fi-
nale, Mama is taking the stage again.

“I think people will get a kick out of 
the things Mama has an opinion about. 
We’re creating new material with a more 
modern and cutting edge. Where Mama is 
concerned, expect the unexpected. There’s 
really nothing she can’t do,” she said. “I 
hope people will be pleasantly surprised 
by the side of Vicki they may never have 
seen… I know they will be looking forward 
to Mama, and for her part, that crazy old 
gal will be up to the challenge.”

Ticket prices start at $29 and can be 
reserved by calling (904) 276-6815, at 
boxoffice@sjrstate.edu or at the box office.

This event is for those 16 and older. 

‘Vicki Lawrence and Mama: A Two Woman Show’ 

Iconic comedienne to showcase her 
characters at Thrasher-Horne Center



Wanted man caught with array 
of drugs, illegal guns

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – An alert Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputy who rec-
ognized a man with 
an outstanding war-
rant for violation of 
probation wound up 
catching him with a 
cache of drugs and 
firearms.

Edwin Sherwood 
Gustafson, 30, of 
Green Cove Springs, 
now faces additional charges of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, marijuana and 
hydrocodone,buprenorphine, Xanax, traf-
ficking in cocaine, methamphetamine or 
amphetamine and morphine, three counts 
of possession of a firearm or ammo by 
convicted felon, use or display of firearm 
during a felony, resisting law enforce-
ment, violation of injunction for protection 
against domestic violance and violation of 

probation after he was pulled over on Jan. 
21 on U.S. Highway 17.

According to the arrest report, Gus-
tafson was stopped by a deputy who rec-
ognized him for an outstanding warrant. 
Since there was a warrant, and because 
the deputy smelled marijuana, Gustafson’s 
car was searched.

Three handguns were recovered as well 
as a duffle bag strapped to the engine bay 
area containing the drugs.

Gustafson’s bond was set at $786,036.

Keystone man arrested for 
shooting, punching woman

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A 38-year-old 
man was in the Clay County Jail with a 
$250,003 bond after the Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office said he shot a woman in the foot 
and beat her with brass knuckles during a 
family disturbance on Jan. 18.

Steven Thomas Pentheny, of Keystone 
Heights, was charged with aggravated bat-
tery with a deadly weapon, battery and 

possession of a hand-
gun and ammo by a 
convicted felon after 
deputies responded 
to a person being 
shot.

When they ar-
rived, they saw Pen-
theny walking in the 
wooded area behind 
the home. He sur-
rendered without incident, and during a 
search, deputies found the gun and brass 
knuckles. They also found a used syringe, 
a portion of a plastic straw and a metal 
spoon.

The woman was transported to UF 
Health in Gainesville.

Man busted for selling 
methamphetamine to 
confidential informant

MIDDLEBURG – A man was arrested on 
several drug-related charges after a con-

fidential informant 
working with the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice made controlled 
purchases.

Raymond Leon 
Calley, 36, of Middle-
burg, was charged 
with trafficking in 
amphetamine or 
methamphetamine, 
selling methamphetamine and another 
controlled substance after CCSO said he 
sold $300 of methamphetamine on Oct. 24.

Calley’s bond was set at $250,003.

Man sentenced for trying 
to entice 9-year-old to make 
sex videos

JACKSONVILLE – U.S.  District Judge 
Marcia Morales Howard sentenced Garrett 
Eric Weber, 32, of Green Cove Springs, to 
20 years and five months in federal prison 
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Steven Pentheny

Edwin Gustafson

Raymond Calley
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Arrests & Bookings
(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). 

Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving 
Without a License-Suspended or Revoked; 
DUI-Driving Under the Influence; VOP-Vio-
lation of Probation; BAL-blood alcohol level. 
There are no assumptions or representations 
about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
Hollie R. Snyder, 49, Middleburg, 

possession-controlled substance, posses-
sion-marijuana

Beau D. Cook, 40, Fleming Island, viola-
tion of injunction for protection

Victoria D. Swenson, 20, Green Cove 
Springs, FTA-driving with expired registra-
tion

Michael T. Kauffmann, 41, Green Cove 
Springs, VOP-battery

Joseph C. Sweet, 37, Green Cove 
Springs, possession-controlled substance, 
possession-drug paraphernalia

Autumn E. Vega, 27, Orange Park, crimi-
nal mischief

Monday, Jan. 23
Larry L. Richardson, 46, Orange Park, 

domestic battery
Phillip E. Flores, 47, Middleburg, pos-

session-controlled substance, possession-
drug paraphernalia

Stephen J. Daniell, 38, Orange Park, 
vandalism

Lee DeBritto, 42, Orange Park, posses-
sion-fentanyl, resist/obstruct/oppose law 
enforcement, DUI

Blair T. Hampton, 32, Orange Park, petit 
theft

William M. Comalander, 38, Green Cove 
Springs, selling methamphetamine, use 
of two-way communication device to 
facilitate felony

William T. White, 30, Middleburg, petit 
theft, criminal mischief

Keith B. Ehlert, 61, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-DWSLR, FTA-failure to register vehicle

Landon A. Hood, 23, Middleburg, viola-
tion of injunction

Kentrell D. Cox, 28, Jacksonville, two 
counts custodial sexual battery of child, 
distribution/show/transmit obscene mate-
rial

Roger O. Dunster, 82, Middleburg, VOP-
community control

Sunday, Jan. 22
Abigail A. Thacker, 24, Fleming Island, 

domestic battery
Brian K. Kennedy, 37, Orange Park, bat-

tery on law enforcement/firefighter/EMT
Dionna A. Williams, 19, Orange Park, 

domestic battery
Kenneal H. Hill, 24, Orange Park, felony 

domestic battery by strangulation
Quinton M. McRae, 28, Middleburg, 

tampering in proceeding
Connor J. Halulko, 20, Middleburg, 

loitering
Asleine L. Davis, 31, Middleburg, DUI

Saturday, Jan. 21
Edwin S. Gustafson, 29, Green Cove 

Springs, three counts possession-ammo/
firearm by convicted felon, violation of 
injunction for protection against domes-
tic violence with firearm, possession/
manufacture-drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion-marijuana, possession-hydrocodone, 
possession-buprenorphine, possession-
Xanax, trafficking-cocaine, trafficking-
morphine, trafficking-amphetamine/
methamphetamine, display/use of firearm 
during felony, resist/obstruct/oppose law 
enforcement, VOP-community control

Anthony A. Burch, 42, Middleburg, 

domestic battery
Monroe D. Smith, 53, Oakleaf, harassing
Jeremy J. Fiddler, 42, Middleburg, FTA
Amber N. Milligan, 28 Middleburg, 

VOP-community control
Mindy A. Haake, 26, Middleburg, DUI
James E. Watson, 45, Keystone Heights, 

possession-controlled substance

Friday, Jan. 20
Jacob M. Sands, 27, Orange Park, fugi-

tive from justice-sale of fentanyl
Marat Khadikov, 31, Orange Park, 

shoplifting
Matthew V. Baron, 20, Green Cove 

Springs, VOP-battery of person 65 or older
Jeremy A. Warner, 45, Green Cove 

Springs, VOP-DUI
Bryan G. Morris, 33, Green Cove Springs, 

FTA-DWSLR
Lawrence J. Lynch, 41, Green Cove 

Springs, VOP grand theft
Michael J. Gasper, 43, Green Cove 

Springs, FTA-DWSLR
Katie A. Haley, 25, Orange Park, shoplift-

ing
Michael C. Dyne, 33, Orange Park, VOP-

carrying concealed/unlicensed firearm, 
two counts VOP-making/attempting to 
make destructive device, VOP-felony bat-
tery

Justin A. Carter, 34, Middleburg, larceny
Raymond L. Calley, 35, selling-metham-

phetamine, selling-fentanyl
Jennifer D. Hall, 30, Middleburg, viola-

tion of injuction for protection against 
domestic violence

Trenton A. Edsall, 20, Keystone Heights, 
loitering

Angela C. Ochuida, 54, Middleburg, 
possession-fentanyl, possession-drug 
paraphernalia

Thursday, Jan. 19
Jason L. Taylor, 37, Middleburg, pos-

session-ammo by convicted felon, resist/
obstruct/oppose law enforcement

Derrick L. Turner, 42, Orange Park, re-
sist/obstruct/oppose law enforcement

Jason S. Dow, 29, Green Cove Springs, 
grand theft auto

Daron G. Zapata, 58, Middleburg, DUI
A’Zarre S. Mauson, 21, Orange Park, 

FTA-possession-marijuana
Cierra E. Christensen, 21, Middleburg, 

shoplifting
Ana L. Mazzullo, 55, Fleming Island, 

breach of peace
Raymond W. Lackey, 32, Green Cove 

Springs, possession-controlled substance

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Raymond L. Calley, 36, Middleburg, 

trafficking-amphetamine/methamphet-
amine

Alek M. Powell, 29, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-DWSLR

Nicole M. Dombroski, 39, Orange Park, 
consumption of alcohol within 300 feet of 
package store

Steven T. Pentheny, 38, Keystone 
Heights, aggravated battery with deadly 
weapon, battery, possession-ammo/fire-
arm by felon

Felipe D.C. Vega, 38, Orange Park, do-
mestic battery

Charles R. Bogle, 58, Middleburg, bur-
glary, petit theft

Brianna A. Badillo, 26, Orange Park, 
battery

Harry L. Pearson, 52, Orange Park, ag-
gravated battery of pregnant woman

Adam H. Carlson, 34, Middleburg, as-
sault/battery during burglary
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for attempting to entice a 9-year-old child 
to produce videos of the child being sexual-
ly abused. Weber was also ordered to serve 
a 12-year term of supervised release, reg-
ister as a sex offender and pay $45,500 in 
restitution to several child victims. Weber 
was arrested on a federal warrant by the 
Green Cove Springs Police Department 
during a traffic stop on July 2, 2021, and 
he has been detained since that time. We-
ber had pleaded guilty on July 27.

According to court documents, in 2020, 
Weber, using the name “BUBBLESXD_90,” 
uploaded a video depicting the sexual 
abuse of a child to a public chat room on 
a popular social media application (app). 
This upload was subsequently detected by 
law enforcement officers in Wisconsin.

Further investigation by the FBI ul-
timately resulted in the identification of 
Weber. In March 2021, an undercover 
FBI agent, posing as the parent of a young 
child, engaged in an online conversation 
with Weber using the same app. After some 
discussion and being told that the “child” 
was only 9, Weber offered to serve as the 
“child’s” trainer by engaging in sexual ac-
tivity with the “child.” Weber requested 
that the “parent” take a pornographic 
photo of the “child” for him, and provided 
specific instructions on how to accomplish 
this. Weber advised that he wanted the 
“parent” to film him as he sexually abused 
the “child,” and commented that the re-
sulting video recording “would be the best 

[child pornography] vid ever.”
Weber sent the “parent” several vid-

eos over the internet that depicted the 
sexual abuse of young children to demon-
strate exactly how he planned to molest 
the “child” in person. After his arrest on 
July 2, 2021, Weber admitted that he was 
in fact “BUBBLESXD_90,” that he had en-
gaged in “horrible” online conversations 
with the “child’s” parent, and that he had 
distributed videos of very young children 
being sexually abused using the internet. 
Weber acknowledged that the “[e]vidence 
is staggeringly harsh against [him]” and 
that what he did was “criminal.”

The case was investigated by the Green 
Cove Springs Police Department, the Flori-
da Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion, the Winnebago County (Wisconsin) 
Sheriff’s Office, the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
Milwaukee and Jacksonville. It was pros-
ecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney D. Rod-
ney Brown.

This is another case brought as part of 
Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initia-
tive launched in 2006 by the Department 
of Justice to combat the growing epidemic 
of child sexual exploitation and abuse. 

Led by the United States Attorneys’ 
Offices and the Criminal Division’s Child 
Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Proj-
ect Safe Childhood marshals federal, state, 
and local resources to locate, apprehend, 
and prosecute individuals who sexually ex-
ploit children, and to identify and rescue 
victims. 

For more information about Project 

Safe Childhood, please visit  www.justice.
gov/psc.

K-9 Ory helps CCSO end brief 
standoff with Middleburg man

MIDDLEBURG – The Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested Nathan Luke Taylor, 
37, of Middleburg, on Thursday, Jan. 19, 
following a brief standoff with deputies.

Deputies were called to Taylor’s home 
after his family said they said Taylor left 
the home following a disturbance and 
shortly afterward, they heard a gunshot 
outside, according to a press release from 
the agency.

When deputies arrived, Taylor got out 
of a parked car in front of the house, but 
he quickly barricaded himself when he saw 
CCSO approach.

According to the release, Taylor threat-
ened to hurt himself while they were try-
ing to talk with him on his cellphone and 
through the loudspeaker on one of the pa-
trol cars.

When Taylor got out of the car, he re-
fused commands to stop, so K-9 Ory was 
deployed to take Taylor down. After being 
treated for bite wounds at HCA Florida Or-
ange Park Hospital, Taylor was booked into 
the Clay County Jail after being charged 
with resisting law enforcement and pos-
session of ammunition by a convicted fel-
on. While deputies found a gun in a barn 
where his family said he stores guns, they 
didn’t find a firearm inside the car. They 
did, however, find several rounds of .22 
caliber bullets on the passenger-side floor-
board.

Taylor’s bond was set at $105,005, and 
the investigation is ongoing.

CCSO use robot to find man 
dead of self-inflicted gunshot 
wound

MIDDLEBURG – The Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office responded to a 911 call about 
a domestic disturbance inside a home on 
Sesame Street on Thursday, Jan. 19. When 
deputies arrived, they heard a single gun-
shot from inside the house and immediate-
ly set up a perimeter. Deputies attempted 
to contact a male subject within the home 
but were unsuccessful.

The Sheriff’s Office Fugitive Task Force 
deployed the ICOR robot, which then en-
tered the home and found a male subject 
deceased with a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. 

The incident began when the man’s 
wife called 911 shortly after 6 a.m. to re-
port that her husband had made suicidal 
threats after an argument yesterday. The 
wife reported seeing her husband retriev-
ing his shotgun on their home surveillance 
camera. Becoming concerned, she called 
911 to report the incident, and then soon 
after, she hung up with 911 to call her 
daughter.

The daughter was able to get out of the 
house unharmed and make contact with 
arriving deputies. The Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office asks that if anyone is in emo-
tional distress or feeling suicidal to seek 
help. You can dial (800) 273-8255 or send 
a text message to 838255.

Police
from page 22

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – Video-taped red light 
cameras in Orange Park have led to fines 
for many residents of the town, but the vid-
eos also have provided an additional level 
of safety for the town.

The topic was longly debated by the 
council during the new business portion of 
Tuesday night’s meeting.

The issue was first raised by Council-
man Doug Benefield, who was commended 
for his effort to address the concern. The 
official said that he ran a red light within 
town limits while driving a vehicle to safe-
guard himself and his passengers, which 
included children and a dog, rather than 
braking.

The councilman said he follows the law, 
but he and other members expressed sup-
port for the cameras since they increase 
the level of safety in the town as well as 
fund other programs for the town.

“If we’re talking about removing them 
and removing the revenue, we should be 
talking about budget cuts and revenue re-
placement with a real conversation that 
we’re willing to have,” Benefield said.

“Yes, it’s a revenue generator, it’s no ab-
solute secret,” said councilman John Hau-

ber. Without the cameras, an additional 
layer of law enforcement presence would 
be needed for Orange Park since more of-
ficers would be needed to safeguard the 
town’s roads.

The town council said it understands 
residents’ reasons for opposition to the red 
light cameras.

One potential alternative route to the 
cameras would be increased patrols, which 
could provide feedback on what would be a 

good alternative. 
The issue is a double-edged sword, 

though, Benefield said.
“If it saves one life, even though it may 

not show the data a lot of people want to 
see, again, we’re not counting for certain 
numbers, but the more important part is 
if this saves one life, that red light camera 
did its part,” Hauber said.

Mayor Randy Anderson reinstated that 
no resident would be charged for crossing 

the white line, but only if they run a red 
light. The camera issue is part of a larger 
issue that involves speeding on U.S. High-
way 17 and other town roads, Anderson 
said. However, many who are speeding are 
going as fast as 60-to-90 mph and are from 
Duval County and other areas. The speed 
limit on U.S. 17 in town is between 40-45 
mph.

In other news, the final reading amend-
ing the town budget for the fiscal year 
2022-23 passed unanimously, 5-0.

The council also discussed potentially 
reopening of Rob Bradley Conservation 
Park at Nelson Point. The park on the 
shores of Doctors Lake has been a hot top-
ic with residents, especially after a highly 
successful rendition of Arbor Day, an event 
that was attended by 47 residents.

Parts of the park would be opened, with 
makeshift construction fencing surround-
ing uncompleted portions of the project.

A potential plan for a partial opening of 
the picturesque park would be handed over 
to Sarah Campbell, Town Manager, which 
would then be reviewed again by the town 
council.

“As long as it’s safe, it would come back 
to us,” an official from the town council 
said.

Orange Park Council keeps green light on red light cameras

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE

Orange Park Town Council discussed a myriad of issues at their meeting on Tuesday, including 
the hotly-debated red light cameras. 
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By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – For seven years, Justin 
Koch made his living as a full-time truck 
driver, crisscrossing the lower 48.

With a strong passion for travel and an 
even stronger desire to get off the road, 
Koch kickstarted Black Creek Vacations in 
November.

“I enjoy vacations. I think we all do. I’m 
trying to get out of my other career choice 
as a truck driver. I just want to help my 
family out and help our local Clay County 
community plan their excursions as well,” 
he said.

Koch’s agency specializes in booking 
cruises and excursions to Europe, but if 
you’re just looking to do something as sim-
ple as traveling down the St. Johns River, 
Justin can line that up, too.

Black Creek Vacations can book clients 
on a cruise line large or small, whether 
that be Carnival Cruise Lines, American 
Cruise Lines or anything in between.

Clients can book as few as three days 
out or as long as three months to three 
years out.

“I can do as little as three days out of 
Miami or book a month-long or year-long 
cruise. There’s an option for � rst-timers 
and travel enthusiasts,” Koch said.

The most popular destination of choice 
for clients has been the Bahamas and 
Eastern Caribbean islands like the Turks 
and Caicos.

You can leave from either the JAXPORT 

or from other major hubs in Fort Lauder-
dale, Miami or Tampa. If that doesn’t work, 
try Amelia Island or Port Canaveral.

If you want to � y, Black Creek can book 
a ticket from any airport, but Koch typi-
cally recommends choosing commutable 
international � ight hubs like Orlando and 
Miami.

“Basically, you tell me where you want 
to go, you tell me what your budget is, 
and then we can go from there,” he said. 
“That’s what the goal is, to kind of � nd out 
what you would enjoy the most. We don’t 
just want to say ‘Here, this is what you’re 
doing and I hope you enjoy it.’ The whole 
goal is to � nd out what you and your family 
want to do, and we can take it from there. 
We can build a package or choose one that 

has already been set up.”
When creating the agency, Justin want-

ed to make sure the iconic image of his 
community was woven into the fabric of 
the company’s namesake

Koch has lived in Middleburg for 3½ 
years.

“I love the history of the area and want-
ed to pay homage to that and focus on help-
ing our local people,” he said.

In its third month, Black Creek Vaca-
tions is � nding its footing, with mostly fam-
ily, friends and locals booking trips. The 
majority of his clientele are from Middle-
burg and Orange Park.

Koch estimated that 50% of his busi-
ness has come from Clay County.

It’s a � gure that he hopes to increase as 

Black Creek Vacations provides relaxing getaways

Koch said the two most popular destinations for Black Creek Vacations are tied between the 
Bahamas, the Turks and Turks and Caicos Islands.

Justin Koch is the founder and owner of Black 
Creek Vacations, a Middleburg-based travel 
agency specializing in cruises and European 
excursions that was kickstarted in 2022.

soon as possible. The best part of all is that 
Koch’s service is provided free of charge.

Black Creek’s business model calls for a 
percentage of each trip booked from cruise 
companies and all-inclusive companies 
that offer travel packages.

His sales pitch to the community: 
“Check us out. The fact of the matter is 
that vacation is becoming more affordable 
again, and with wi�  on ships and airplanes, 
working remotely allows you to travel and 
work at the same time. Take a moment to 
realize that we need vacation and time for 
ourselves,” he said.

For more information, email Koch at 
BlackCreekVacations@Gmail.com or visit 
blackcreekvacations.com.

Woodman, Art Guild donates guitar 
to Guitars For Kids Rising Star Foundation
CLAY COUNTY – Lynette Woodman of the Art Guild donated a Southern Rock guitar to Paul 
Wane’s Guitars for Kids Rising Star Foundation. The guitar included autographs of the Curt 
Towne Band and Johnnie and Donnie Van Zant. The Art Guild prepares and paints donated gui-
tars for charity auctions. Wane’s foundation has given away nearly 300 instruments to children 
in Northeast Florida. 
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By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK - Like watching remote 
control � ghter jets have a dog� ght com-
petition inside the Orange Park High Rai-
derdome, the visiting Oakleaf High Knights 
boys basketball team, now 18-1 off sti� ing 
defensive attack scheme, brought some se-
rious game for the Saturday matinee as the 
Raiders looked to reverse a 31 point bash-
ing at Oakleaf High a few weeks ago under 
the aura of the vaunted RaiderDome. 

“The defense that carried us all season 
was tremendous down the stretch. It was 
like a prize � ght. Nothing happened until 
like the 12th round,” said Oakleaf Head 
Coach Jason Price, who unleashed a suffo-
cating full court press en route to a 32-28 
walkaway victory.” We were forced to play 
in the half court. We haven’t been forced to 
do that all season. You could see us learn-
ing in real time. You don’ want it to be that 
close, but that is a quality basketball team. 
We came into their house, after we beat 
them by 30 and didn’t give it up, we could 
have very easily lost today. We had some 
troubles, made some mistakes but overall 
a really good experience.” CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY RAY DIMONDA

Ridgeview High’s power player has been Nia Blocton under the basket, here with a strong 
basket to release into the Panther o� ense in win over Providence.

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

KISSIMMEE - Fleming Island High wrestling, 
led by undefeated Jhoel Robinson for a week-
end of battle among the state’s top ranked 
teams, put away two of three opponents with 
a state championship � nal against defending 
two time Class 2A champion Lake Gibson the 
lone downer of the journey; a 37-19 loss.

“We just have to capitalize in the right 
matches to take out a two time champion,” 
said Fleming Island wrestling coach P.J. Cob-
bert. “I asked them what they wanted after 
the match; they knew they had lost, and they 
were all bought in that the little things cost 
us. They are de� nitely hungry to win one of 
these big ones.”

In Kissimmee, Lake Gibson entered as 
the top ranked team for Duals play in Class 
2A with Fleming Island second in the Kabra 
Wrestling state team rankings. The matchups 
in the Duals championship match between 

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island High wrestlers; Jayce Paridon, left, 
and Jhoel Robinson are the two ringleaders for 
the Golden Eagles wrestling team who � nished 
second to two-time state champion Lake Gibson 
at the Class 2A Duals championship on Saturday 
in Kissimmee as area wrestlers now trek for 
individual titles in March. 

Dynamic Duo

St. Johns Country Day School’s dynamic 
duo up front, senior Lauryn Mateo, left, and 
freshman Sydney Schmidt have the Lady 
Spartans in ripe position to once again 
contend for a Class 2A title; which would be an 
unprecedented 12 titles in a row for Spartan 
coach Mike Pickett. St. Johns is 14-1-1 as 
area teams begin their quest for a state title 
run with district tournaments this week, see 
schedules inside.

Eagles battle 
2X champion

Raiderdome 
aura nearly 
shocks Knights

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

SEE RAIDERDOME, 31

SEE WRESTLING, 32
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By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK - After a pair of losses, 
Monday to Oakleaf, and Tuesday to St. 
Johns Country Day, the Ridgeview Lady 
Panthers knew it was time to right the ship 
and get back to their winning ways. The 
visiting Providence School Lady Stallions, 
riding a 15-4 record, with wins against 

some formidable opponents, would be no 
easy pushover. 

Friday’s showdown in Orange Park was 
a defensive showcase topped by drives 
and layups to build the second half score. 
The Panther’s defense, led by Nia and Na-
coya Blocton, closed down the lane on the 

Lady Panthers right 
the ship with a win

Ridgeview High’s stingy, pesky defense, here with Paetyn Miller and Esperanza Gallegos 
corralling a Providence guard in Panthers win on Friday.

By Mike Zima
Correspondent

JACKSONVILLE - Oakleaf High’s girls 
basketball team traveled into the den of 
the probable best team in north Florida 
(albeit Oakleaf could claim such as well) 
and came away slowed down and bat-
tered as the Bishop Kenny shutdown 
defense smacked a 57-44 loss on the 
Knights despite 29 points from Knights 
point guard Kaylah Turner. 

Bishop Kenny, 22-1 and ranked fifth 
in the state of Florida by www.Max-
Preps.com; No. 1 in Class 4A, extended 
their winning streak to 18 games while 
Oakleaf, ranked 24th state wide; fourth 
in Class 6A, fell to 20-2. 

From the outset, with Bishop Kenny’s 
defense, their mainstay, bumping up 
against Oakleaf’s high-flying steal and 
deal offense, Oakleaf fans got treated to 
a Turner highlight reel while injuries to 
the second and third of the “Three Ami-
gas;” Kamiya Jones and Fantasia James. 
Bishop Kenny handled Oakleaf’s extend-
ed man-to-man defense with a motion 
offense that spread the floor, relying on 
screens away from the ball and occa-
sional drives to the basket.

“They are going to make four or five 
passes and make you play defense for 
more than 10 seconds,” said Oakleaf 
head coach Fred Cole. “That is hard to 
do.”

 With no one from Oakleaf in the lane, 
cutters had open paths to the goal and 
there was no one to stop dribble pene-
tration. Fifteen of the Crusaders, 19 field 
goals were lay-ups.

The Crusaders also enjoyed a height 
advantage. Their starting line-up fea-
tures four players who stand at least 
5’8”, including the 6’1” Clare Coyle and 

the 6’ Sydney Roundtree, while four of 
Oakleaf’s starters are 5’5” or shorter. 
Bishop Kenny out rebounded the Knights 
29-20. Coyle scored six of her team-high 
19 points on put-backs off of offensive 
rebounds.

Oakleaf, ranked 19th in Florida by 
MaxPreps and entering the game on an 
18-game winning streak, started the 
game by forcing turnovers on three of 
the Crusaders, first five possessions, 
allowing the Knights to take a 4-0 lead. 
But Bishop Kenny quickly adjusted to 
the speed of the game, and seized con-
trol with a 14-2 run over the final four 
minutes of the first quarter and the first 
minute of the second quarter to go ahead 
14-6. From that point, the Crusaders 
were never seriously threatened.

Three-pointers by the Knights Turner, 
Trista Brown and Fantasia James kept 
Oakleaf within striking distance, but 
Coyle’s nine second-quarter points sent 
the hosts to the intermission with a 28-
17 lead.

Oakleaf started the second half with 
full-court man-to-man pressure, forc-
ing four Crusaders turnovers in the first 
four minutes of the third quarter. But 
other than Turner, the Knights had dif-
ficulty finding open shots, scoring only 
11 points in the third quarter that ended 
with Bishop Kenny maintaining a 38-28 
advantage.

“It is hard to contain Turner and 
James, but our help defenders did a 
great job of filling the gaps in the lane,” 
said Bishop Kenny head coach Will 
Mayer. “The other big thing was limiting 
them [Oakleaf] to one shot.”

After Coyle extended the Crusad-

Oakleaf stymied by Crusaders

SEE PANTHERS, 34

Oakleaf High coach Fred Cole chats with two of his team leaders; Kaylah Turner, left, and 
Fantasia James in tight game moments. Lady Knights lost just second game of season to 
No. 1 in 4A Bishop Kenny (22-1) on Thursday.

SEE KNIGHTS, 34
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Boys Soccer
District 3-6A 2023 
(Higher seed hosts, Finals Feb. 1 FIHS)

1. Fleming Island (BYE), 4. Oakleaf vs. 5. Fletcher 
(Jan. 26), 2. Ponte Vedra (BYE), 3. Nease vs. 6. First 
Coast (Jan. 26). Semifinals, Mon., Jan. 30

District 1-7A 2022
Oakleaf (No. 3) beat Sandalwood 4-0, beat Creek-
side 1-1 OT, beat Bartram Trail 3-0 in final

District 3-6A 2022
Fleming Island (No. 2) beat Atlantic Coast 1-0, 
Nease 4-0, lost to Ponte Vedra 3-0 in final

District 2-5A 2023
Final Jan. 31 (Higher seed hosts)

1. Columbia (BYE), 4. Rickards vs. 5. Lincoln (Jan. 26, 
7 p.m.), 2. Ridgeview (BYE), 3. Clay vs. 6. Middleburg 
(Jan. 26, 7 p.m.). Semifinal Sat., Jan. 28 (at RHS 7 
p.m.) 

District 3-5A 2023
1. Menendez (BYE), 4. Orange Park vs. 5. Parker (Jan. 
26, 6pm OPHS), 2. Englewood (BYE), 3. St. Augus-
tine vs. 6. Riverside (Higher seed hosts)

District 4-3A 2023
1. Williston (BYE), 4. Keystone Heights vs. 5. Fort 
White (Thurs., Jan. 26 4 p.m.), 2. Trinity Catholic 
vs. 7. Interlachen, 3. P.K. Yonge vs. 6. Newberry. 
Semifinals Mon., Jan. 30. Final at Fort White Wed., 
Feb. 1, 7 p.m.

District 3-2A 2-23 
Harvest Community 6-2-2, St. Joseph Academy 
7-2-5, Christ’s Church Academy 9-6-0, University 
Christian 2-15-1, Seacoast Christian Academy, St. 
Johns Country Day School 3-5-4

Girls Soccer 
District 3-2A at SJCDS
Thurs., Jan. 26
1. SJCDS (BYE), 4. St. Joseph Academy (BYE), 2. Uni-
versity Christian (BYE), 3. Christ’s Church Academy 
(BYE)
Tues., Jan. 31 Semifinals
Thurs., Feb. 1 Final 5:30 p.m.

District 3-6A (Higher seed hosts)
1. Ponte Vedra (BYE), 4. Nease vs. 5. Oakleaf (Wed., 
Jan. 25 7pm), 2. Fletcher (BYE), 3. Fleming Island 
(BYE).
2. Fletcher vs. 3. Fleming Island, Fri., Jan. 27 7 p.m. 
at Fletcher
Final Tues., Jan. 31

District 2-5A (Higher Seed Hosts)
1. Lincoln (BYE), 4. Rickards vs. 5. Ridgeview Wed., 
Jan. 25 7pm, 2. Clay (BYE), 3. Columbia vs. 6. Middle-
burg
Semifinals Fri., Jan. 27 at Clay 7pm, at Lincoln 7 p.m.
Final Wed., Feb. 1 at higher host

District 3-5A (Higher Seed Hosts)
1. Orange Park (BYE), 4. Riverside vs. 5. Englewood 
Wed., Jan. 25 6pm, 2. St. Augustine (BYE), 3. Menen-
dez vs. 6. Parker Wed., Jan. 25 6pm
Semifinals Fri., Jan. 27
Final: Mon., Jan. 30 6pm

District 4-3A at P.K. Yonge
1. P.K. Yonge (BYE), 4. Newberry vs. 5. Trinity Catholic 
Wed., Jan. 25 4 pm, 2. Keystone Heights vs. 7. Inter-
lachen Wed., Jan. 25 8 p.m., 3. Williston vs. 6. Fort 
White Wed., Jan. 25 6pm
Semifinals, Fri., Jan. 27
Final Tues., Jan. 31 7 p.m.

By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK - The Ridgeview Panthers 
brought the Friday night action to the St. 
Johns Country Day Spartans honing the 
skills as the post season is about to begin. 
For the first 40 minutes, it looked more 
like a 110 meter game of ping-pong as both 
teams opted to drop in deep passes and try 
to get into the box for a shot. It wasn’t until 
Ridgeview Head Coach Paul Tomaro opted 
for a change to get a little more technical 
and settle down where the Panthers saw 
their opportunity to score. The Panthers 
worked the ball into the box and a high pass 
was headed by Ridgeview’s (need name for 
No. 5) for the icebreaker score at 29:51 
of the second half. Panther’s (No. 22) fol-
lowed up at 8:10 to add the insurance goal 
to blank the Spartans 2-0.

“It was kind of sloppy in the first half 
with both teams trying to win the game with 
one direct ball,”  said Panther’ Head Coach 
Paul Tomaro. “Both teams just needed to 
settle and figure each other out. It took us 
a while to get our grip on the game and find 
those areas where we wanted to penetrate 
balls into the box and I think we found it. 
That first goal was a good set up. We found 
good crosses, good situations where we had 
players in the box to score goals.”

It wasn’t an easy task for Ridgeview as 
Tomaro tipped his hat to the Spartans and 
Head Coach Brad Schmidt. “They (the Spar-
tans) are always so organized,”said Tomaro. 
“Defensively, I know they are younger, but 
they are hard to breakdown, always so hard 
to breakdown. So once you get that first 
one, you get that bit of confidence. In fair-
ness, they were throwing guys up forward 
to try and score. It’s always like that be-
tween us and St. Johns.” The Spartans too 
tried the drop and shoot attack in the first 
half with no success. Any time they tried to 
handle the ball in, it was faced with a stiff 

Panther defense who had a noticeable size 
advantage on the young and building Spar-
tan team.

“We pushed with everything we had, 
but we just couldn’t find that goal,”  said 
Spartan’s Head Coach Brad Schmidt. “We 
have a very young team who are in sort of a 
rebuilding phase right now. The goal for us 
this season is for the group to come togeth-
er because we are trying to build to some-
thing obviously two to three years down 
the road from now.” Schmidt emphasized 
the districts next week, and they are by no 
means throwing in the towel. He is a realist 
and knows he just needs to grow the young 
team. “Outside of my three seniors, I have 
eighth and ninth graders out here playing 
as well. These guys will play together the 
next two to three years.”

Panthers poised for 
surprise district run

Ridgeview High goalie Kalib Blackall gathers 
in shot on goal in Panthers win over St. Johns 
Country Day School. Ridgeview is scheduled 
to host district playoff game on Saturday. 

St. Johns Country Day School forward Bodie Brafford gets upended in Spartans’ clash with 
Ridgeview.

In the upcoming district soccer lineups, Clay High, above left, is strong contender in district 
2-5A with opening match against Middleburg and possible semifinal match on Saturday against 
Ridgeview. Fleming Island has had big games against big opponents and will wait until Monday for 
their semifinal match. Oakleaf, also in district 3-6A, wll play Fletcher on Thurs., Jan. 26. In girls action, 
both Orange Park and Clay were on fire for the season with unbeaten records until late in season 
and could face off in region playoffs after districts. Both teams open districts with semifinals on 
Friday. Oakleaf girls open with Nease on Wed., Jan. 25 with possible match against Fleming Island in 
championship game on Tues., Jan. 31 in district 3-6A. 
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Little school to big 
school to medium school

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Keystone Heights 
High School football has named a familiar 
face to lead the Indians football program 
with defensive coordinator Steven Reyn-
olds being named to head the program 
after long-time coach Chuck Dickinson 
stepped down after the 2022 season.

“I’ve gone from a small school to a 
big school to now a medium school,” said 
Reynolds, who has been on the Keystone 
Heights High School football sidelines the 
past three years as well as part of the boys 
weightlifting teams that have won two con-
secutive state titles. “It’s ironic how life 
goes full circle for you and you wind up in 
a place you have always cherished.”

Reynolds, a former head coach at 
Bradford County High, then Oakleaf High 
School for four years, left Oakleaf after be-
ing replaced by another Bradford County 
former coach, Derek Chipoletti. Chipoletti 
and Reynolds both teamed together a sec-
ond time for two years at St. Johns Country 
Day School.

“I can’t stress enough the caliber of not 
just football here at Keystone Heights, but 
in all the athletes here,” said Reynolds. 
“What coach Dickinson leaves, as well as 
Wesley Dicks, who coached before Dickin-
son, is a core value of working hard, re-
warding through toil and hard work, the 
principles of serving others and being a 
family type of team. The lasting friendships 
of Keystone Heights athletes is a big part of 
all the sports here.”

Reynolds came to Keystone Heights as 
an offensive coordinator at Bradford under 
the Chipoletti coaching staff; Neil and Der-

ek, father and son, plus another Oakleaf 
coaching alum, Dana Arthur, now in Geor-
gia, that rebuilt the very intense rivalry 
between the two schools.

“I played at Bradford County and have 
been on this field a hundred times and have 
always seen great players on this field,” 
said Reynolds, with three boys and wife 
Lauren Elizabeth. “Both schools have had 
great success in a lot of sports in the last 
few decades.”

Reynolds recalled games against Key-
stone Heights.

“Kids were always tough here,” said 
Reynolds, who was part of a 23-8 won loss 
run (2-8 last year with a massive gradua-
tion class) for the Indians with an unbeat-
en season two years ago and a deep region 
run. “It was a region driven rivalry.”

Reynolds has not yet completed his 
coaching staff if any new faces will join 
him, but emphasized that the coaching 
staff at Keystone Heights with him under 

Reynolds tabbed to lead 
2023 Indians football

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Keystone Heights High football will see a familiar face at the head coach spot in 2023 with 
defensive coordinator Steve Reynolds taking over after long-time coach Chuck Dickinson 
stepped down after 2022. Reynolds has had immense coaching succes in Bradford County, 
Oakleaf and Keystone Heights where he was part of unbeaten season and region playoff finish 
two years ago.

Dickinson was top of the line and he hoped 
coaches like Lantz Lowery, who has been 
here as long as coach Dickinson, and young 
guys like Ken Mudge and Jacob Alvarez.

“Mudge is solid, Alvarez is young and 
both of those guys are good, young coaches 
that want to learn the craft,” said Reynolds. 
In the Indians unbeaten region playoff run 
on two years ago, with a region semi-final 
loss to The Villages, Reynolds noted that 
Keystone Heights’ region football lineup 
has always been power packed.

“Keystone Heights has always had the 
toughest region slate when the playoffs 
got going,” said Reynolds. “Against The Vil-
lages, a few plays made a big difference, 
but the next game would have been Cocoa 
High. This school has always run into the 
state’s best teams in our class in the play-
offs.”

Reynolds planned on inviting the alum 
players of the Keystone Heights for the 

upcoming seasons to add a little bit of the 
history of the program for the new kids.

“There were players like Jimmy Brum-
baugh, Matt Teague, Greg Story all have 
great stories of their playing days that 
the kids would marvel at,” said Reynolds. 
“Jack Taylor was another great one. I’d like 
to see them to our pregame meals and tell 
the kids about the history of this place.”

Quarterback Jack Taylor once talked 
to the Keystone Heights locker room and 
Reynolds recalled the message.

“He came here and told them that ev-
erything he accomplished in his life, every-
thing he has done he owes to the Keystone 
Heights community,” said Reynolds. “He 
told them that what they learn here is the 
first building block to do whatever they 
want to do in life.”

Former Ridgeview High track and football standout Stanley Dye, here as a defensive back at 
Valdosta State University, is still battling for football spots around the country with a recent 
signing to play in the Indoor Football League for the Tulsa Oilers. 

RHS Dye signs with Indoor 
Football League’s Tulsa Oilers

Special from TulsaOilers.com

Tulsa Oilers Football, proud member of 
the Indoor Football League based in Tul-
sa, announced Wednesday the addition of 
defensive back, Stanley Dye.

Dye is a Ridgeview High graduate that 
excelled in football as a safety and wide 
receiver and also was an outstanding 
track athlete in the 100 and 200 dashes.

“I had a teammate from Texas that 
played for the Tuscon Sugar Skulls get 
me a call to try out,” said Dye, to be a 
defensive back or cornerback at Tulsa. “I 
already had the Tulsa team on the table 
with an offer and stuck with them. I leave 
March 3 with our first game March 25 
and we play through the whole summer. 
It’s pretty much similiar to the Jackson-

ville Sharks.”
Dye noted that the Tulsa team and the 

IFL also signed a partnership with the 
more exposed Xtreme Football League.

“Step by step, I just stayed focused, 
ready to play and keep my fire going to 
play one day in the National Football 
League,” said Dye. “I’m still fast (4.3 40 
yards) without a lot of physical ailments 
from getting banged up on the field. The 
COVID year was a delay in the process.”

Dye, 26, most recently came from 
Liga de Football Americano de Mexico 
(FAM). Before his time in Mexico, Dye 
played one season at Valdosta State, suit-
ing up in eight games with the Blazers 
and recording 18 tackles, one intercep-
tion, and seven pass deflections.

Tulsa joins a prolific indoor pro foot-
ball league; operating for the past 10 

SEE DYE, 35



players led by Autumn Leviston, a new-
comer to Fleming Island High, and lacrosse 
specialist Jillian LaBelle. 

At the Clay County championships, 
Fleming Island was just six points off sec-
ond place to Oakleaf’s 47 with Clay win-
ning with 49 in Olympics and got Leviston 
as the top lifter for the meet in Traditional 
with a 45 pound gap to Ridgeview’s Ania 
Haber at 110. 

Ridgeview’s Adriana Dimeo emerged as 
the top lifter in  Olympics to put her name 
on the watch-list in 2A. 

Fleming Island and Ridgeview shared 
a handful of top five finishes in the lower 
weights. 

Middleburg kept their old school prow-
ess nearby with a third in Traditional to 
Oakleaf and Clay and coach Rhiannon 
Weiskopf could produce a few medalist and 
steals some spots on the podium with con-
sistency; Hannah Piniero at 101, Isabella 
Andreoli at 119 and Kendall Bryan and KK 
Hagan, both at 139. 

Weiskopf has two chasing Clay’s Ste-
vens at 154; Madison Underwood and Cay-
lee Johnson with double points available 
with a second or third with Stevens a clear 
overwhelming favorite. 

Keystone Heights, in Class 1A with St. 
Johns Country Day School, has four-time 
stater Kaylee Wright to battle after she 
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Girls Weightlifting Schedules

District 2-3A at Oakleaf High School, 
Fri., Jan. 27: 10 am start (Oakleaf, Atlan-
tic Coast, First Coast, Fletcher, Manda-
rin, Sandalwood)

District 5-2A at Ridgeview High 
School, Wed., Jan. 25: 3:30 pm start 
(Clay, Fleming Island, Middleburg, Or-
ange Park, Ridgeview, Baker County)

District 6-1A at St. Johns Country Day 
School, Sat., Jan. 28: 11 a.m. start (St. 
Johns Country Day School, Keystone 
Heights, Baldwin, Bishop Snyder, Brad-
ford, Eastside, Union County, Santa Fe)

Regionals Thurs.-Sat., Feb. 2-4
Region 1-3A at Oakleaf Thurs., Feb. 2: 
9 am start
Region 1-2A at St. Augustine, Wed., Feb. 
1, 2 p.m. start
Region 2-1A at West Nassau, Sat. Feb. 4, 
9 a.m. start

State Championships, Fri.-Sat., Feb. 
17-18 at RP Funding Center - Jenkins 
Arena, Lakeland, FL Fri., Feb. 17: 
Weighins, 3-7 pm
Sat., Feb. 18
Lightweights: Class 1A 8 a.m., Class 2A 
1 pm, Class 3A 6pm
Heavyweights: Class 3A 8am, Class 1A 
1 pm, Class 2A 6 pm

2022 Team Champions
Class 1A: Snatch - 1. Suwannee, 8. 
St.Johns Country Day School. Tradition-
al - 1. Bradford, 27. Keystone Heights, 
30. St. Johns
Class 2A: Snatch -  1. Clay, 2. Sunlake, 3. 
Ridgeview, 25. Middleburg. Traditional 
- 1. Clay, 2. Sunlake, 29. Ridgeview, 30. 
Middleburg 
Class 3A: Snatch - 1. Vero Beach, 11. 
Oakleaf. Traditional - 1. Navarre, 6. 
Oakleaf

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF - With two successful clashes 
with two-time state champion Clay High, 
Oakleaf High’s girls weightlifting upped the 
ante on the upcoming district to state run 
with a upset of sorts at the Flagler Palm 
Coast Invitational; a meet that put coach 
Benjamin White’s troops in the lions’ den 
of his region challengers; mainly nine-time 
state champion Spruce Creek (6th in 3A, 
Olympic Snatch, 2022), Flagler (5th in 3A, 
Olympic Snatch) and Bartram Trail (15th 
in 3A, Olympic Snatch). In traditional, Fla-
gler was fourth, Oakleaf fifth and Spruce 
Creek was seventh in 2022.

Note: Clay High was state champion 
in Class 2A in both team disciplines with 
state championship titles to returners 
Kyleigh LaFary, Janiyah Stevens and re-
cord-setter Emma Heck.

White graduated two-time state cham-
pion Tamira Briley last year and has a 
handful of possible medalists for 2023 as 
does the rest of Clay County.

One Oakleaf name that keeps at the top 
of the list is Ivy Gunn at 169 last year and 
within arms length of gold with a 365 total 
against the winninfg 380. Gunn’s 365 total 
was matched by three other lifters with 
medals designated by body weight. 

Spruce Creek has also been the home 
to 36 state titles, with Flagler and Bar-
tram Trail having three state champions 
from their room.

“We lift against the best right here in 
Clay County with the talent we have right 
here, but the Flagler win was a big con-
fidence boost for the team,” said White, 
looking to finish off his coaching stint at 
Oakleaf on a high note after taking the 
head football coaching job at Pedro Menen-
dez High School. “I hope to just leave the 
program in a better spot than when I got 
it, something my dad, also a coach, always 
repeated was his credo for coaching.”

With a Clay County title garnered just 
two weeks ago in head to head battle with 
Clay High icon Rodney Keller, White, who 
also bested Clay in a dual match earlier 
in the season as well, had just a week or 
so to refuel and retweek his girls for the 
Flagler Invite which featured teams of his-
toric magnitude.

That being said, Oakleaf took team wins 
against the power-trio with a 53-47-33-25 
strike in Olympic (Snatch and Clean and 
Jerk); Flagler, Spruce Creek and Bartram 
Trail in 2-3-4 finishes.

In Traditional (Clean/Jerk and Bench 
Press), Oakleaf 

Fleming Island coach Sean Coultis has 
turned a young group of athletes that got 
bruised last year into a group of power 

Oakleaf 
readies for 
power run

Oakleaf High lifter Emily Trimble has the eyes of her teammates and Clay High team members 
in recent clash at Clay County championships.

Two power players in upcoming weightlifting district 
to state run are Oakleaf’s Ivy Gunn and Clay High’s Janiyah Stevens, left. Right: Clay High coach Rodney 
Keller needed extra truck space to cart home his hardware from 2022 with two team state titles and three 
individuals; here Emma Heck and Janiyah Stevens.

was second to Gunn in the county cham-
pionships. 

St. Johns’ favorite is returning state 
champion Addison Frisbee, a master on 
Olympic Snatch, and improving on bench 
Press.

Top Left: Clay High Unlimited champion 
Kyleigh LaFary is returning with big numbers 
with Middleburg’s Kendall Bryan, bottom, a 
challenger for the Broncos.
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STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

In one of the more exciting games in Clay County rivalry lore, the Clay High Blue Devils went toe-t0-toe with Fleming Island in hoops action, won by Fleming Island 53-48, with Clay guard J’Den 
Golding flying in the paint and Fleming Island sharpshooter Joey Chenette, here battling with Clay center Merrick Rapoza, keeping the Clay Crazies in full loud mode.

Left to right, Clay center Kade Dorion battles Fleming Island’s Darion Domenick for position, Fleming Island guard George Hamm lets fly with three in front of Clay Crazies and Fleming Island 
center Axel Holmquist sets up for free throw. 

Left to right; Clay center Merrick Rapoza battles for rebound against Darion Domenick and Ethan Williams; Ethan Williams goes strong for offensive rebound to layup and Xavier Longmire soars 
to breakaway layup.
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In their first meeting earlier this season, it 
wasn’t pretty as the Knights decimated the 
Raiders by 31 points. 

The morning matinee was a different 
game as the first quarter had a paltry 6-3 
score after eight minutes, and 13-9 at the 
half, both with Oakleaf leading. 

For the entire game, the defensive play 
from both teams was unrelenting as the 
Raiders brought a new level of play to the 
Knights through four quarters. 

The Knights never backed down and 
found a new intensity they did not know 
they had. After the halftime break, it came 
down to who would make the one or two 
mistakes that would tip the game where 
the final two quarters never saw more 
than a three point difference. 

In the end, the Knights took advantage 
of two late Orange Park missed shots to 
get control back with Sean Jones hitting 
a layup to get ahead 31-28, and the final 
Orange Park three-point attempt tipped 
by Aaron Rivers who drove the lane and 
drained the final points 32-28.

After the entire first quarter of play and 
only coming away with a single 3-pointer 
from Bryan Falcon, the Raiders knew hold-
ing the Knights to six points was already 
a huge improvement over the last outing. 
But Raiders Head Coach Derek Kurnitsky 
couldn’t help but reflect just how close his 
team was to winning this after the blowout 
just two weeks ago.

“Oh man did we play hard,” said Coach 
K. “We just made a couple too many mis-
takes. A couple missed free throws, a cou-
ple missed lay-ups, but we’ll work at it and 
get better. We shot six threes in the first 
quarter (and only hit one). It’s not what 
we want. We got beat by 31 over there so 
we did good, we kept the pace where we 
wanted it.”

That frantic pace was near insanity, 
but what more was the defense on both 
teams. The game was physical and the 

Raiderdome
from page 1

fouls showed for it. But the intensity never 
took a second off.

After the half, most teams need a mo-
ment to reengage and bring the tempo back 
up. This afternoon, it was like both teams 
took energy drinks in the locker room and 
came out on fire in the third quarter. 

At 6:13, it was noticeable Orange Park 
went on a run and ratcheted up the tem-
po. The result was a shrinking of the lead 
15-13. With 3:40 to play, the Raiders took 
the lead 18-17 and the Raiderdome was 
electric. As the buzzer sounded to end the 
quarter, the Raiders held a slim lead 23-
22.

In the fourth, at 5:41 it was again tied 
at 25-25. With 3:04 left to play, down by 
one, 27-26, the Raiders controlled the ball 
and worked it around for a good minute of 
play, just looking for an opening to shoot. 

Finally, Raiders guard Thomas Faucett 
backed up a step and launched a 3-pointer 
that missed. 

On the rebound, the Knights slowed 
things down and answered back with ball 
handling of their own until 1:50 to play. 

Oakleaf forward Dylan Lewis worked 
under the basket and put it up to drain for 
a 29-26 lead. The Raiders came back with a 
Kevin Monterola layup at 1:42, 29-28. The 
Knights threw in and worked the ball until 
Sean Jones hit the layup at 24 seconds re-
maining, 31-28. Thomas Faucett had one 
last effort for a Raider three-pointer which 
missed and turned into an Aaron Rivers la-
yup to seal the deal 33-28.

CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY RAY DIMONDA

Left: Oakleaf High guard Sean Jones breaks away from defense of Orange Park’s Bryan Falcone while, right, Oakleaf forward Dylan Lewis goes low to bump Orange Park’s Kevin Monterola’s de-
fense. 

Orange Park coach Derek Kurnistky put up much different face in reversing 31 point blowout at 
Oakleaf to topsy turvy second game in Raiderdome.

Oakleaf High coach Jason Price has put his 
defense on the hook for winning games with 
the Knights’ one-loss record promising for 
possible deep region playoff run. 
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UPCOMING
Fri.-Sat., Jan. 27-28: Flagler Rotary at Flagler Palm Coast (Oakleaf, Ridgeview)

Big Bend Invitational at Wakulla (Middleburg)

Colby Singletary Invitational at Palmetto Ridge (Fleming Island)

Gene Gorman Invitational at Charlotte (Clay)

Moskowitz IBT at George Jenkins High (SJCDS)

Sat., Jan. 28: Paxon Invitational (Keystone Heights, SJCDS)

Wed., Feb. 1: Orange Park at Ridgeview (5 p.m.)

Fri.-Sat., Feb 3-4: Clay Rotary Invitational at Clay High School (Clay, Fleming Island, 
Ridgeview, Oakleaf, SJCDS, Middleburg)

Thurs., Feb. 9
Tussle of Muscle-Clay at Fleming Island

the two powerhouses within the Saturday 
afternoon finale will likely measure up to 
be part of a medals’ chase for  both teams 
when the individual state championship 
comes along in week one of March.

“These guys were green last year with a 
lot of young guys wrestling at the top levels 
of the state,” said Cobbert. “This time, they 
felt it a little closer because they believed 
they could beat teams like Lake Gibson. 
There were matches we got what we want-
ed; like decisions and not pins and a couple 
of guys waiting until the final seconds to 
make decisive moves.’

As for the Friday and Saturday 
wrestlesfest undertaking by Cobbert’s 
team, a region championship win over Tal-
lahassee Lincoln (47-12) and a state semi-
final thrashing of Merritt Island (51-18) 
solidified the rankings of Orlando Sentinel 
wrestling guru Brant Parsons, who cre-
ates the weekly rankings of both individual 
wrestling and team wrestling, plus girls 

Wrestling
from page 25

wrestling.
Among the hammers on the Fleming Is-

land roster are Robinson, ranked No. 1 at 
220, and a handful of No. 2-ranked power 
players;  Jayce Paridon, ranked No. 2 at 
126 (behind defending champion Maximus 
Brady of Mariner, who beat Paridon in 
last year’s state championship final), Mat-
thew Newman at 106 (behind Clay’s Jacob 
Bucci), Laird Duhaylungsod at 120, Kaden 
Schaefer at 145, and Ethan Hoffstetter at 
285. Cobbert also houses the rest of a line-
up that is on just about every weight class 
ranking top 10 list statewide.

Against Lake Gibson, after dispatch-
ing of Merritt Island with the meat of the 
Fleming Island roster taking care of busi-
ness, the Braves came in with an open-
ing win over Walter Poe at 195 but No. 2 
ranked Tristan Vann that got reaction from 
Cobbert with three straight wins; Robinson 
with a 10-1 over an unranked opponent, 
Hoffstetter with a pin over an unranked 
and Newman with a pin over sixth ranked 
Landon Quiroga to jolt the Lake Gibson 
sideline a bit.

“Jhoel had his guy stuck (near pin) and 

his guy was bridging to sneak out of bounds 
then time ran out,” said Cobbert. “Jayce let 
his guy get back into the match, then lost 
in overtime. A couple of guys; Matthew 
Kotler, for one, had great matches against 

great guys and lost off on a final move.”
From there though with Fleming Island 

grasping to a precarious 16-3 lead, Lake 
Gibson took its turn with its hammers tak-
ing wins in all but Christopher Chop’s 1-0 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island High wrestling coach P.J. Cobbert has never shied from big and his Golden Eagles had the early advantage against two-time champion Lake Gibson before eventually finishing as 
Class 2A Duals runnerup. Right: Kaden Schaefer, No. 2 ranked at 145,  gets twisted up in clash with top-ranked Hayden Whidden in championship match won by Whidden after Schaefer nearly 
pinned Whidden in second period.

Fleming Island previously unbeaten and second ranked at 126 Jayce Paridon, also the Class 2A runnerup from last year, lost in overtime to number three ranked Colt Brown to set up a strong 126 
class for the March state championship bracket. Right: Ethan Hoffstetter, second ranked at 285, makes quick work of his Lake Gibson opponent.
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Fleming Island’s Jhoel Robinson maintained his unbeaten season record at 30-0 with Lake Gibson sending out an unranked opponent, Right: A bloodied Christopher Chop survived a rugged 1-0 
win at 160 against Lake Gibson’s third-ranked Connor Hacket with both wrestlers offering strong defensive posture.

Left: Jayce Paridon couldn’t hold on to Colt Brown in overtime match while, right, Matthew Kotler had one of his best matches as a Golden Eagle with strong 8-7 loss to top-ranked Gianni Mal-
donaldo. 

muscle fest at 160 against Lake Gibon’s 
third ranked Connor Hackett as the pen-
ultimate match of the night saw Fleming 
Island behind by just 12 points; two pins.

“All those were tight matches and we 
get one or two calls and it’s all different,” 
said Cobbert. “We can’t be the ones not giv-
ing up the tight matches.”

At 113, 8th-ranked Shane Duhaylung-
sod lost an 8-2 decision to Lake Gibson’s 
5th-ranked Elijah Lowe with top ranked 
Christian Fretwell beating second ranked 
Laird Duhaylungsod 11-2 to score four 
team points for Lake Gibson. 

In one of the more anticipated matches 
of the weekend, Paridon was to face off 
with third ranked Colt Brown to put Pari-
don’s 31-0 record on the line. 

Paridon nearly got a locked up cradle 
on Brown could not hold the clinch to lead 
4-2 after the first period. 

In the second, Paridon escaped to go to 
5-2 into the third. 

In the third, Brown Granby-ed out for 
an escape and a reversal to get to 5-3 be-
fore a takedown at 21 seconds to go 5-5 
and create overtime.

In the overtime, with the mat clocks 
malfunctioning and leaving both wres-
tlers idle on the mat, Brown, from neutral, 
caught Paridon quickly and decisively for 
the winning two point takedown and just a 
16-13 lead for Fleming Island. 

Lake Gibson took care of Cooper and 
Dylan Beck to gain nine points and a 22-
16 Braves’ lead with a showdown at 145 
between Schaefer and Hayden Whidden 
(Whidden, not Whiddon) clashing Number 
one vs. Number two.

With both wrestlers handfighting 
through the first period, Whidden struck 
first in the second to go up 4-0 with a near-
pin Easton to close the period. 

In the third, Schaefer got a quick take-
down to 4-2, but Whidden answered with 
his own to win 7-2.

At 152, with Lake Gibson sending Bran-
don-transfer and 2A 138 runnerup Gianni 

Maldonaldo, Fleming Island’s Matthew 
Kotler had one of the strongest matches of 
his short career with a Maldonaldo quickly 
establishing a 4-1 first period lead with 
two takedowns, but Kotler able to fight off 
Maldonaldo’s pin attempts.

Maldonaldo’s foot speed got to a 6-1 
lead but Kotler kept attacking and an-
swered with his an escape and takedown 
to close the gap to 7-4 into the final period.

“All of his matches came down to the 
wire and he lost all of them,” said Cobbert. 
“He was wrestling his best stuff both days 
against the other teams’ best guys. I’m 
proud of him because he stayed tough the 
whole way.”

Kotler scored three more off an escape 
and takedown with a single leg swipe, plus 
a stall point off a frustrated Maldonaldo 
to tie the match at 7-7 before Maldonaldo 
scored a gamewinning escape to go ahead 

8-7 with Kotler again getting a single leg 
with eight seconds but unable to score 
the takedown before the clock ended the 
match.

Chop, at 160, scored just a point off a 
second period escape to win a tough 1-0 
match against Hackett in an upset; Hackett 
ranked third, Chop 10th. 

At 170, with Fleming Island needing 
two pins in the final two matches to tie the 
team scores; Ronan Bozeman got ahead of 
Lake Gibson’s Jace Brownlow early, but 
eventual got pinned on a reverse throw by 
Brownlow that put Bozeman on his back.

“I think he was pushing hard for the pin 
and got caught,” said Cobbert. “He knew a 
pin puts Joshua (Sandoval) in position to 
tie the match with a pin in his match.”

In the final match, had Bozeman won, 
was to feature, at 182, state number one 
Frank Solorzano against No. 4 Joshua San-
doval in a match that featured two guys 
who lost at the 2A 170 championships last 
year to the same guy, eventual champion 
Cory Cannan of Barron Collier; now gradu-
ated. Sandoval lost 7-3 to score the 37-19 
score.

“He was wrestling his best stuff both days against the other 
teams’ best guys. I’m proud of him because he stayed tough 
the whole way.” 

– P.J. Cobbert.
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Stallions to the point that Providence only 
scored 3 three-pointers from the outside 
the entire fourth quarter as Ridgeview put 
the Stallions back in the stable with a 43-
32 Friday night win. Ridgeview improves to 
15-7 for the season.

“The third quarter we brought back 
the intensity we had in the first quarter,”  
said Panther’s Head Tyler Miller. “When 
we went for a steal, we went full out ready 
for a steal and we were out of position. We 
talked about moving with the ball instead 
of trying to reach in and you’ll just natu-
rally get steals.”

The advice worked as the Panthers 
continued to gain momentum on defense 

Panthers
from page 26

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Ridgeview High girls basketball coach Tyler Miller has installed a quick defense to offense tran-
sition strategy that gets the Lady Panthers quick points and momentum shifts.

as the game went on. Emma Rayes seemed 
to have the handle on when to pick the 
Stallions pockets and find herself with the 
ball. As Rayes drove and drew defenders, 
her favorite tonight seemed to be Nacoya 
Blocton who could find an opening, take 
the pass and drive. Blocton finished with 
16 on the night. If Blocton wasn’t open, 
Paetyn Miller was the other inside shooter 
who also finished with 16.

“This has been a week,”  said Miller. 
With St. Johns and Oakleaf, followed today 
by Providence, we had three really, really 
great teams. I’m just glad to we were able 
to at least get one this week. We played 
amazing this week. It’s just it didn’t always 
come our way, so it was good to see that we 
were able to hold on to that lead, and still 
be physical without fouling.”

Knights
from page 26

Oakleaf High three point ace Kamiyah Jones 
had injuries from a recent car wreck and 
should be back for district slate.

lead to 44-29 with 4:53 remaining on a 
drive to the hoop, Turner did her best to 
lead an Oakleaf comeback. The 5’5” senior, 
who is committed to play for Alabama A&M 
next fall, scored 15 points over the next 
four minutes, cutting the Knights deficit to 
51-44 with 51 seconds left.

“She is our little mighty mite,”  Cole said 
of Turner, who displayed her versatility with 
two drives to the goal, a pull-up jump shot 
and three baskets from beyond the arc. “She 
is our heart and soul, and she never stops.”

Bishop Kenny’s Sophia Rueppell, a Ken-
nesaw State commitment, and Riley Talbert 
combined to covert six of six free throws for 
the final margin.

Cole was not discouraged by the loss, 
which drops the Knights record to 19-2.

“Iron sharpens iron,” he said. “They are 
definitely the best team we have played all 
year, and I scheduled this game at this time 
for a reason. I don’t want to go into Districts 
playing teams that are not very good.”

Oakleaf’s James, a Florida International 
commit who averages more than 20 points 
per game, hurt her thumb late in the first 

half and scored just one of her eight points 
in the second half. The Knights faced Talla-
hassee Leon on January 21 and are sched-
uled to play at Andrew Jackson on Thurs-
day, January 26.

Rueppell finished with 16 points and 
sophomore Reese Mayer had 10 for Bishop 
Kenny, which improved to 21-1.
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Puzzle

fun 
years, that encompasses teams from 
around the country including the Northern 
Arizona Wranglers, the Green Bay Blizzard 
and the San Diego Strike Force, plus the 
Massachusetts Pirates. 

“Stanley has 
good size,” said 
Tulsa head coach 
Marvin Jones. 
“He can also 
play some differ-
ent positions for 
us which makes 
him important to 
our roster.”

Prior to his 
time at Valdo-
sta State, the 
former Blazer 
played four sea-
sons at Univer-
sity of Texas-San 
Antonio under 
legendary coach Larry Coker, a fixture 
at the University of Miami prior to UTSA. 
The 5’10, 180 lbs. defensive back totaled 
35 tackles, one tackle for loss, one pass 
deflection, and one fumble recovery in 28 
games.

During high school, the Jacksonville, 
Florida native was a standout dual-ath-
lete as a three-time regional qualifier in 
track and field, setting school records in 
the 100-meter dash. The brand-new Oiler 
played both sides of the ball on the foot-
ball field as a wide receiver and defensive 
back. The former Panther caught 19 touch-
downs in his final two seasons while earn-
ing second-team All-Class 5A, All-First 
Coast (Florida Times-Union), first-team 
all-district, and All-North Atlantic Confer-
ence selection. As a senior, he caught 25 
passes for 574 yards and eight touchdowns 
and picked up three interceptions. The Rid-
geview High School athlete was a leader on 
and off the field as a captain and a member 
of the honor roll.

Dye
from page 28

Stanley Dye was one of 
fastest football defenders 
in Florida while at 
Ridgeview High School. 



PUBLIC NOTICE

Clay County Towing gives notice of lien 
and intent to sell the following vehicles 
at 2864 Blanding Blvd, Middleburg, FL 
32068 at date and time listed below.
CLAY COUNTY TOWING AUCTION: 
FEBRUARY 13, 2023, AT 10:00 AM
2012 Toyt Vin. 4T1BF1FK9CU623924
2011 Ford Vin. 2FABP7EV1BX139985
2015 Fright. Vin. 3ALACXDT4FDGA9068
2007 Ford Vin. 1FTSW21P87EB33357
2006 Chev. Vin. 1GCEK14T36Z125766
1998 Niss. Vin. JN8AR05Y4WW263112.
2008. Chev. Vin.  2G1WB58K881203444
Pursuant to subsection 713-78 of the FL 
Statute, Clay County Towing reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or all bids.
Legal 53109 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2023CA000007
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CA-
PACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER
TRUSTEE FOR LEGACY MORTGAGE
ASSET TRUST 2020-SLl,
Plaintiff,
vs.
OWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES, AND ALL OTHER PAR-
TIES CLAIMING AN INTEREST BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST 
CRISTIN L. CHASON, DECEASED; ET 
AL.,
Defendants.
To the following Defendant(s):
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, AND ALL 
OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING AN IN-
TEREST BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST CRISTIN L. CHASON, DE-
CEASED
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS-UNKNOWN)
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
Foreclosure of Mortgage on the following 
described property,:
PARCEL C OF A RESURVEY OF 
BLOCK 16, LAKEVIEW HIGHLANDS 
BY JOSEPH
G. KNAPP, REGISTERED LAND SUR-
VEYOR, PER SURVEY DATED MARCH 
12, 1971 BEING! MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS: LOTS 4 AND. 
5, BLOCK 16, LAKEVIEW HIGHLANDS 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGES 
69 AND 70, PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
a/k/a 221 SW Grove Street, Keystone 
Heights, FL 32656
has been filed against you and you are 
required to serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any,
to it, upon Heller, Zion & Sanchez, LLP, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose address is 
1428 Brickell Avenue,! Suite 600, Miami, 
FL 33131, Designated Email Address: 
mail@hellerzion.com, within thirty (30) 
days after the first publication of
this Notice in the CLAY TODAY and file 
the original with the Clerk of this Court ei-
ther before service on Plaintiffs attorney 
or immediately thereafter, otherwise a 
default will be entered against you for the 
relief demanded in the Verified Complaint 
to Foreclose Mortgage.
If you a e a person with a disability who 
needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are en-
titled, at no cost to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at (904) 255-1695 or 
crtintrp@coj.net at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, or im-
mediately upon receiving this notification 
if the time before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona dis-
capacitada que necesita algA0n tipo de 
adecuaciA3n para
poder participar de este procedimiento, 
usted tiene derecho a que se le ayude.
hasta cierto punto y sin costo alguno. Par 
favor comunA.quese con ADA Coordi-
nator at (904) 255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.
net, al menos 7 d.Aas antes de su fecha 
de comparecencia o inmediatamente 
despuA s de haber recibido esta notifica-
ciA3n si faltan menos de 7 d.Aas para su 
cita en el tribunal.j Si tiene discapacidad 
auditiva ode habla, llame al 711.
KREYdL: Si ou se yon moun ki andikape 
epi ou bezwen nenpA2t: akomodasyon 
pou ou ka patisipe !nan pwosA." sa-a, 
ou gen dwa, san ou pa gen pou-ou peye 
anyen, pou yo ba-ou yon seri de asistrins. 
Tanpri kontakte ADA Coordinator at (904) 
255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.net, omwen 7
jou alm,jans jou ou gen pou-ou parA""t 
nan tribunal-la, OJSWJ imedyatrnan kote 
ou resevwa notifikasyon-an si ke Ii mw-
ens ke 7 jou; si ou soud ouswa bAbA", 
rele 711.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this 
Court this 20th day of January, 2023.
TARA S. GREEN
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Leigh Lucroy
A Deputy Clerk

Legal 53108 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD PUBLIC NOTICE

The Clay County School Board will hold 
its Regular monthly meeting on Thurs-
day, February 2, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Teacher Inservice Center located at 
Fleming Island High School, 2233 Village 
Square Parkway, Fleming Island, Florida 

32003. The meeting is open to the public 
and all interested persons are invited to 
attend. Any person requiring special ac-
commodations to attend or participate in 
public meetings should advise the School 
District at least 48 hours before the meet-
ing by contacting the Superintendent’s 
Office at (904) 336-6508. If you are hear-
ing or speech impaired, you may contact 
the District by email addressed to bonnie.
onora@myoneclay.net or by calling (904) 
336-6584 TDD). Copies of the proposed 
agenda will be available online at www.
oneclay.net or by contacting the Super-
intendent’s Office, 900 Walnut Street, 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. If a per-
son decides to appeal any decision made 
by the Board with respect to any matter 
considered at the meeting, he or she will 
need a record of the proceedings, and, 
for such purpose, he or she may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the pro-
ceedings is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based.

Legal 52618 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:
CASE NO.: 2019-CA-000090-X:XXX
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION,
Plaintiff
vs.
ERIC JASON SPENNER; JENNIFER M. 
SPENNER; MAGNOLIA POINT COM-
MUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.; UN-
KNOWN TENANT IN POSSESSION OF 
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant 
to Amended Consent Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated the 18th day of 
January 2023 and entered in Case No. 
2019-CA-000090-XXXX, of the Circuit 
Court of the 4TH Judicial Circuit in and 
for CLAY County, Florida, wherein FREE-
DOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION is 
the Plaintiff and ERIC JASON SPENNER 
MAGNOLIA POINT COMMUNITY ASSO-
CIATION, INC. JENNIFER
M. SPENNER; and UNKNOWN TENANT 
IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY are defendants.
TARA S. GREEN as the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court shall sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash electronically at https://
clay.realforeclose.com/ at, 10:00 AM 
on the 18th day of May 2023, the follow-
ing described property as set forth in said 
Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 113 OF MAGNOLIA POINT GOLF 
& COUNTRY CLUB PHASE IV, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 39, PAGES 36 THROUGH 51, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A 
RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING AFTER 
THE SALE, YOU MUST/FILE A CLAIM 
WITH THE CLERK NO LATER THAN 
THE DATE THAT THE CLERK RE-
PORTS THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. 
IF YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU 
WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY RE-
MAINING FUNDS. AFTER THE FUNDS 
ARE REPORTED AS UNCLAIMED, 
ONLY THE OWNER OF RECORD AS 
OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS 
MAY CLAIM THE SURPLUS.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator at
crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 255-1695 at 
least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled appearance 
is less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.
Dated this 20th day of January, 2023.
TARA S. GREEN
Clerk Of The Circuit Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
Deputy Clerk

Legal 52616 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

BURGART ENTERPRISES TOWING 
INC. gives notice that on 02/10/2023 at 
12:00 PM the following vehicles(s) may 
be sold by public sale at 4360 CR 218 
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068 to satisfy the 
lien for the amount owed on each vehicle 
for any recovery, towing, or storage ser-
vices charges and administrative fees al-
lowed pursuant to Florida statute 713.78.
IJ4GL48K35W574562 2005 JEEP
IN6BA07A87N205662 2007 NISS

Legal 52611 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE
Vertical Bridge proposes to construct a 
210-ft AGL (220-ft AGL overall with ap-
purtenances) self-support communica-
tions tower. The proposed tower will 
be located at 2010 Rose Ridge Court, 
Middleburg, within Clay County, Florida 
(Parcel# 04-05-24-005931-009-06). 
Please submit any written comments by 
February 25, 2023 regarding the potential 

effects that the proposed tower may have 
on Historic Properties that are listed or 
eligible for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places to: Tower 
Engineering Professionals, Inc. (Attn: 
George Swearingen) 326 Tryon Road, 
Raleigh, NC 27603 Telephone: (919) 
661-6351 Fax: (919) 661-6350

Legal 52610 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE

The Environment Quality Board of the 
Town of Orange Park will hold a public 
hearing to consider Application for Sign 
Variance SV-1-2023 to provide relief from 
Section 7.31.00(a)(2) of the Town of Or-
ange Park Code of Ordinances to reduce 
the minimum setback of 10 feet to zero 
feet for a freestanding sign for property 
located at 695 Kingsley Avenue.
This public hearing will be held in the 
Town Council Chambers on Thursday, 
February 9, 2023, at 3:00 P.M.
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any de-
cision made by the Environmental Quality 
Board of the Town of Orange Park with 
respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting or hearing will need a verbatim 
record of the proceedings made, which 
record would include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. Copies may be examined in the 
office of the Town Clerk, Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.
Interested parties may attend the meeting 
and be heard.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk

Legal 52609 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE
A request for rezoning has been filed with 
the Town of Orange Park Economic and 
Community Development Department re-
garding property located at 1324 Kingsley 
Avenue between Orange Avenue and 
Hopkins Street. The parcel number is 41-
04-26-019501-000-00.
The Planning and Zoning Board will hold 
a public hearing for the proposed rezon-
ing application on Thursday, February 9, 
2023 at 6:00 P.M. in the Town Council 
Chambers, located at the corner of Park 
Avenue and Kingsley Avenue. Anyone 
interested in this matter will be given an 
opportunity to be heard at the public hear-
ing. A sign will be posted on the property 
concerned for the information of the gen-
eral public.
Information regarding the proposed 
change is noted below.
Application No. R-1-2023
Acreage: 9.83+/- Acres
Current Zoning District: Planned Unit 
Development (PUD)
Proposed Zoning District: Commercial 
Professional Office (CPO)
Owner: PIV Kingsley, LLC Applicant: St. 
Johns Classical Academy, Inc.
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any de-
cision made by the Planning and Zoning 
Board with respect to any matter consid-
ered at this meeting or hearing will need a 
verbatim record of the proceedings made, 
which record would include the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. Copies may be examined in the 
office of the Town Clerk, Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk

Legal 52606 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE

A request to amend the Future Land Use 
Map of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan has 
been filed with the Town of Orange Park 
Economic and Community Development 
Department regarding property located at 
1324 Kingsley Avenue between Orange 
Avenue and Hopkins Street. The parcel 
number is 41-04-26-019501-000-00.
The Planning and Zoning Board of the 
Town of Orange Park will hold a public 
hearing regarding this requested amend-
ment on Thursday, February 9, 2023, at 
6:00 P.M. in the Town Council Chambers, 
located at the corner of Park Avenue and 
Kingsley Avenue.
Anyone interested in this matter will be 
given an opportunity to be heard at the 
public hearing. A sign will be posted on 
the property concerned for the informa-
tion of the general public.
Information regarding the application and 
proposed changes is noted below:
Application No: CP-1-2023
Acreage: 9.83 +/-
Current Land Use Category: Mixed Use 
(MU)
Proposed Land Use Category: Public / 
Semi-Public (P)
Owner: PIV Kingsley, LLC
Current or previous use: Vacant - for-
mer church and school
Any person(s) deciding to appeal any de-
cision made by the Planning and Zoning 
Board of the Town of Orange Park with 
respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting or hearing will need a verbatim 
record of the proceedings made, which 
record would include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. Copies of the application may be 
examined in the office of the Town Clerk, 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. 
until 5:00 P.M. by appointment.
Courtney Russo, Town Clerk

Legal 52607 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE AND ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR 
CLAY COUNTY
CASE NO.: 2022CA001241
SHADOWLAWN COMMUNITY DE-
VELOPMENT DISTRICT, a local unit of 
special-purpose government organized 
and existing under the laws of the State 
of Florida,
Plaintiff,
v.
THE STATE OF FLORIDA, AND THE 
TAXPAYERS, PROPERTY OWNERS 
AND CITIZENS OF SHADOWLAWN 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICT, INCLUDING NON-RESIDENTS 
OWNING PROPERTY OR SUBJECT TO 
TAXATION THEREIN, AND OTHERS 
HAVING OR CLAIMING ANY RIGHTS, 
TITLE OR INTEREST IN PROPERTY TO 
BE AFFECTED BY THE ISSUANCE OF 
THE BONDS AND LEVY OF SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS HEREIN DESCRIBED, 
OR TO BE AFFECTED IN ANY WAY 
THEREBY,
Defendants.
TO THE STATE OF FLORIDA, AND THE 
TAXPAYERS, PROPERTY OWNERS 
AND CITIZENS OF SHADOWLAWN 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICT, INCLUDING NON-RESIDENTS 
OWNING PROPERTY OR SUBJECT TO 
TAXATION THEREIN, AND OTHERS 
HAVING OR CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE OR INTEREST IN PROPERTY TO 
BE AFFECTED BY THE ISSUANCE OF 
SHADOWLAWN COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT DISTRICT BONDS AND LEVY 
OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, OR TO 
BE AFFECTED IN ANY WAY THEREBY:
Shadowlawn Community Development 
District (the “District”) having filed its 
Complaint for validation of not to exceed 
$126,030,000 Shadowlawn Community 
Development District Bonds, in one or 
more series (the “Bonds”) and the special 
assessments levied securing such Bonds 
pursuant to Chapters 170, 190, and 197, 
Florida Statutes (the “Special Assess-
ments”), and it appearing in and from 
said Complaint and the Exhibits attached 
thereto that the District has adopted a 
resolution authorizing the issuance of the 
Bonds for the purpose of providing funds, 
together with other available funds, for 
paying the costs of planning, financing, 
acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, 
equipping and installing improvements as 
part of its Project (as defined in said Com-
plaint), and it also appearing that all of the 
facts required to be stated by said Com-
plaint and the Exhibits by Chapter 75, 
Florida Statutes, are contained therein, 
and that the District prays that this Court 
issue an order as directed by said Chap-
ter 75, and the Court being fully advised 
in the premises:
NOW, THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED that all taxpayers, prop-
erty owners and citizens of the District, 
including non-residents owning property 
or subject to taxation, and others having 
or claiming any rights, title or interest in 
property to be affected by the issuance 
of the Bonds and levy of Special As-
sessments, or to be affected in any way 
thereby, and the State of Florida, through 
the State Attorney of the Fourth Judicial 
Circuit, in and for Clay County, Florida 
(the “Parties”), appear on March 9, 2023, 
at 1:30 p.m. before the Honorable Don 
H. Lester via Zoom Application (invita-
tion below), and show cause if any there 
be why the prayers of said Complaint for 
the validation of the Bonds should not be 
granted and the Bonds, the proceedings 
therefore, and other matters set forth in 
said Complaint, should not be validated 
as prayed for in said Complaint. The par-
ties and public may access the hearing 
via the following Zoom link:
www.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 779 311 0365
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that prior to 
the date set for the hearing on said Com-
plaint for validation, the Clerk of this Court 
shall cause a copy of this Notice and Or-
der to be published in a newspaper pub-
lished and of general circulation in Clay 
County, being the County wherein said 
Complaint for validation is filed, at least 
once each week for two (2) consecutive 
weeks, commencing with the first publica-
tion which shall not be less than twenty 
(20) days prior to the date set for said 
hearing.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that by such 
publication of this Notice and Order, the 
State of Florida, and the several taxpay-
ers, property owners and citizens of the 
District, including non-residents owning 
property or subject to taxation therein, 
and others having or claiming any rights, 
title or interest in property to be affected 
by the issuance of the Bonds and levy of 
Special Assessments, or to be affected in 
any way thereby, shall be and are made 
party defendants to this proceeding, and 
that this Court shall have jurisdiction of 
them to the same extent as if specifically 
and personally named as defendants in 
said Complaint and personally served 
with process in this cause.
DONE AND ORDERED in Clay County, 
Florida this 12th day of January, 2023.
The Honorable Don H. Lester
Circuit Court Judge

Legal 52430 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY 
COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2022-CP-737
Division b

IN RE: ESTATE OF
LEWIS ERVING HENDRICKS,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of LEWIS 
ERVING HENDRICKS, deceased, whose 
date of death was May 1, 1990, is pend-
ing in the Circuit Court for Clay County, 
Florida Probate Division, the address of 
which is 825 N. Orange Avenue, Green 
Cove Springs, FL 32043. The names and 
addresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative's attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PE-
RIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is January 26, 2023.
Personal Representative:
/s/ Ruby Hendricks Hayes. Ruby Hen-
dricks Hayes 1241 Forbes Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ Dales_ Wilson Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Addresses: wilsdale@bellsouth.
net Florida Bar No. 176945 Dale S. Wil-
son PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 Tele-
phone: (904)284-5618

Legal 52429 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

MEETING DATES OF THE 
CLAY COUNTY UTILITY 

AUTHORITY
The Board of Supervisors of the Clay 
County Utility Authority will meet in Regu-
lar Session at 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2023, in the Board Room at 
the Clay County Utility Authority, 3176 
Old Jennings Road, Middleburg, Florida.
In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, any person needing a 
special accommodation to participate 
in this matter, should contact the Clay 
County Utility Authority by mail at 3176 
Old Jennings Road, Middleburg, Florida 
32068 or by telephone at (904) 213-2464, 
no later than 7 days prior to the hearing or 
proceeding for which this notice has been 
given. Persons requiring auditory as-
sistance may access the foregoing tele-
phone number by contacting the Florida 
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) 
or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
If any person intends to appeal any de-
cision related to this action, such person 
will need to provide a court reporter at 
such person’s own expense, for a tran-
script of the proceedings. All interested 
persons are invited to attend.
For further information, call (904) 213-
2464.

Legal 52428 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 022CA000564
MIDFIRSTBANK
Plaintiff,
v.

JASON BROOKHART; TARA 
BROOKHART; UNKNOWN TENANT 1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT 2; ROLLING HILLS 
AT LAKE ASBURY HOME OWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Defendants.
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to 
the Final Judgment of Foreclosure en-
tered on October 26, 2022, and Order 
Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale entered 
on January 12, 2023, in this cause, in 
the Circuit Court of Clay County, Florida, 
the clerk shall sell the property situated in 
Clay County, Florida, described as:
LOT 190, ROLLING HILLS UNIT ONE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 51, 
PAGE(S) 36 THROUGH 48, INCLUSIVE, 
OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.
a/k/a 3324 RIDGEVIEW DR, GREEN 
COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043-7057
at public sale, to the highest and best bid-
der, for cash, online at www.clay.realfore-
close.com, on March 15, 2023, beginning 
at 10:00 AM.
Any person!claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the lis 
pendens must file a claim before the clerk 
reports the surplus as unclaimed.
Dated this 19th day of January, 2023.
Tara S. Green
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
Deputy Clerk
If you are an individual with a disability 
who needs an accommodation in order 
to participate in a court proceeding or 
other court service, program or activ-
ity, you are entitled, at no cost to you, 
to the provision of certain assistance.
To Request ADA accommodations at 
the Clay County Courthouse contact: 
Family Court Services, Room 1035; 
(904) 255-1695 (or 711- Florida R,elay 
Service); Crtintrp@coj.net

Legal 52427 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS 

CREEKVIEW 
COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT CLAY 

COUNTY, FLORIDA

The Creekview Community Development 
District (“District”), located in Clay County, 
Florida, requests Applications for Qualifi-
cation from firms interested in providing 
architectural design services, which ser-
vices may include planning, permitting, 
cost estimates, plan preparation, designs 
and specifications, and installation over-
sight of the following project: improve-
ments that include common areas, parks, 
entry features, hardscape, amenities and 
architectural design elements for the 
community.
Any firm or individual desiring to provide 
professional services to the District must 
furnish a resume of its qualifications and 
experience on Standard Form SF 330 
with pertinent supporting data not ex-
ceeding 20 pages. Firms or individuals 
interested in this project must have prior 
experience on at least three projects for a 
local government entity.
In addition to the criteria listed herein, to 
be eligible to submit qualifications firms 
must hold all required applicable state 
and local licenses in good standing, hold 
all required applicable federal licenses in 
good standing, and, if a corporation, be 
a current and active corporation or au-
thorized to do business in the State of 
Florida. Selection of a firm to meet the 
needs of the District will be based on the 
following criteria:
• Ability and adequacy of the professional 
personnel employed by each
consultant;
• Whether a consultant is a certified mi-
nority business enterprise;
• Each consultant’s past performance;
• Willingness of each consultant to meet 
time and budget requirements;

TO THE PATIENTS OF:
Vascular Surgery Associates of North Florida, P.A. 

2140 Kingsley Avenue, Suite 14
Orange Park, FL. 32073 (904)276-7997

Kerry V. Rifkin, M.D.

Dr. Kerry Rifkin has closed his practice of Vascular 
Surgery.  Electronic versions of patient’s medical 
records are being stored at the DataSavers record 
storage facility located at 888 Suemac Road, 
Jacksonville, FL.

DataSavers contact information is 
904-786-5749 or email requests@datasaversfl.com.  

Legal 51432 published January 19, 26, and February 2, 2023 in Clay Clounty’s Clay Today newspaper. 
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• Geographic location of each consul-
tant’s headquarters, office and
personnel in relation to the project;
• Recent, current and projected workloads 
of each consultant; and
• Volume of work previously awarded to 
each consultant by the District.
The District will review all applicants and 
will comply with the State procedures as 
established by the Consultant’s Com-
petitive Negotiations Act, Chapter 287, 
Florida Statutes. All applicants interested 
must submit one (1) hardcopy and one (1) 
electronic copy via flash drive of each of 
Standard Form SF 330, letter of interest, 
and information relating to their qualifica-
tions and past experience by February 
16, 2023 at 12:00 p.m., to the attention 
of District Manager (Wrathell, Hunt and 
Associates, LLC), Creekview Community 
Development District, 2300 Glades Road, 
Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Florida 33431.
Wrathell, Hunt and Associates, LLC
District Manager

Legal 52608 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursu-
ant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of St. Johns 
Classical Academy Orange Park, located 
at 1324 Kingsley Avenue, in the County of 
Clay, in the City of Orange Park, Florida 
intends to register the said name with the 
Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Fleming Island, Florida, this 18th 
day of January 2023.
St. Johns Classical Academy Inc.

Legal 52415 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 2020CA000307
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, 
INC.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, CREDITORS, 
DEVISEES, BENEFICIARIES, GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, TRUST-
EES AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST THE ESTATE 
OF LELIA CHASE HOUBE A/K/A LELIA 
CHASE, DECEASED; ALLEN HOUBE, 
JR.; JILL HOUBE A/K/A JILL SUZANNE 
HOUBE; SUZANNE MCLELLAN A/K/A 
SUZANNE HOUBE MCLELLAN; 
SWEETBRIAR HOMEOWNERS' ASSO-
CIATION, INC.; UNKNOWN PERSON(S) 
IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY,
Defendant(s)
To the following Defendant(s):
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, CREDITORS, 
DEVISEES, BENEFICIARIES, GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, TRUST-
EES AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST THE ESTATE 
OF LELIA CHASE HOUBE A/K/A LELIA 
CHASE, DECEASED
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
443 RED FERN COURT
ORANGE PARK, FLORIDA 32073
ALLEN HOUBE, JR.
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
443 RED FERN COURT
ORANGE PARK, FLORIDA 32073
JILL HOUBE A/K/A JILL SUZANNE 
HOUBE
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
1582 GULF RD UNIT 1699
POINT ROBERTS, WA 98281
SUZANNE MCLELLAN A/K/A SUZANNE 
HOUBE MCLELLAN
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
13002 CLARK ST
CLIVE, IA 50325
UNKNOWN PERSON(S) IN POSSES-
SION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY
CURRENT ADDRESS
443 RED FERN COURT
ORANGE PARK, FLORIDA 32073
who is evading service of process and 
the unknown defendants who may be 
spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, 
assignees, lienors, creditors, trust-
ees, and all parties claiming an inter-
est by, through, under or against the 
defendant(s), who are not known to be 
dead or alive, and all parties having or 
claiming to have any right, title or in-
terest in the property described in the 
mortgage being foreclosed herein.
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
Foreclosure of Mortgage on the following 
described property:
LOT 88, SWEETBRIAR, UNIT NO.2, A 
SUBDIVISION AS PER PLAT THERE-
OF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 29, 
PAGE(S) 20 THROUGH 23, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.
a/k/a 443 RED FERN COURT, ORANGE 
PARK, FLORIDA 32073
has been filed against you and you are 
required to serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it, on Kahane & Asso-
ciates, P.A., Attorney for Plaintiff, whose 
address is 1619 NW 136th Avenue, Suite 
D-220, Sunrise, FLORIDA 33323 on or 
before thirty (30) days after the first publi-
cation of this Notice in the CLAY TODAY 
and file the original with the Clerk of this 
Court either before service on Plaintiff's 
attorney or immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a disability who 
needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are 
entitled at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at crtintrp@coj.net or 
(904) 630-2564 at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, or im-
mediately upon receiving this notification 
if the time before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this 
Court this 18th day of January, 2023.
TARA S. GREEN
As Clerk of the Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
As Deputy Clerk

Legal 52414 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS 

(RFP) LANDSCAPE 
MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES
The Town of Orange Park, hereinaf-
ter referred to as the Town, is soliciting 
proposals to retain a firm for Landscape 
Services.
Proposal documents will be made avail-
able by 12:00 p.m., Thursday, January 
26, 2023 on the Town of Orange Park 
website www.townoforangepark.com.
Submittals: Respondents shall submit 
their proposal to the Town Clerk’s Office 
at 2042 Park Avenue, Orange Park, FL 
32073 in a SEALED envelope or contain-
er and marked with the project title, time 
and due date, no later than Monday, 
February 27, 2023 at 4:00 PM.
The Town shall have the right to reject 
any or all bids in the Town’s best interest. 
Questions regarding this solicitation shall 
be addressed to Kyle Croce at kcroce@
townop.com.
BY:
Sarah Campbell, Town Manager

Legal 52413 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY 
COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 2022-CP-000734 Division: 
Probate
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JOSHUA BRYANT BROWN
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of Joshua 
Bryant Brown, deceased, whose date of 
death was March 31, 2022, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Clay County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 
825 N. Orange Ave, P.O. Box 698, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida 32043-0698. The 
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal repre-
sentative's attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is January 26, 2023.
Personal Representative:
Chris Brown
346 Old Jennings Rd.
Orange Park, FL 32065
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Aliana M. Payret
Florida Bar No. 104377
Robinson, Pecaro & Mier, P.A.
201 N. Kentucky Avenue, #2
Lakeland, FL 33801

Legal 52412 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO. 2010CA000908
BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP 
FKA COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS 
SERVICING LP,
Plaintiff,
vs.
LETHA DANIELL A/K/A LETHA R. DANI-
ELL; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF LETHA D. 
DANIELL, et al.
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated January 18, 2023, and entered in 
2010CA000908 of the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTH Judicial Circuit in and for CLAY 
County, Florida, wherein U.S. BANK 
TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY 
BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE 
FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION TRUST is the 

Plaintiff and LETHA DANIELL A/K/A LE-
THA R. DANIELL; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF LE-
THA D. DANIELL are the Defendant(s). 
Tara S. Green as the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at www.clay.realforeclose.
com, at 10:00 AM, on July 19, 2023, the 
following described property as set forth 
in said Final Judgment, to wit:
A PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN 
THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 
36, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 24 
EAST, CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA, SAID 
PARCEL BEING MORE PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 36; 
THENCE ON THE EAST LINE THERE-
OF RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 08 '20" 
WEST, 3524.50 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE 
NORTH 00 DEGREES 08'20" WEST, 
175.10 FEET; THENCE SOUTH SOUTH 
89 DEGREES 51' 30" WEST, 622.02 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
08' 20" EAST 175.10 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 51' 30" EAST, 
622.02 FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING
Property Address: 3105 THUNDER RD 
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
Any person claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, other 
than the property owner as of the date 
of the lis pendens must file a claim in 
accordance with Florida Statutes, Sec-
tion 45.031.
Dated this 18 day of January, 2023.
Tara S. Green
As Clerk of the Court
By: Leigh Lucroy
As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. 
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator 
at crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 255-1695 
at least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the 
time before the scheduled appearance 
is less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.

Legal 52410 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 10-2022-CP-000365-CPAX-
XX
Division: B
IN RE: ESTATE OF
CELERINO GONZALEZ-MARTIN,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of Cel-
erino Gonzalez-Martin, deceased, whose 
date of death was February 7, 2021, 
is pending in the Circuit Court for Clay 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the 
address of which is 825 North Orange 
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, Florida 
32043. The names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the personal 
representative's attorney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent's estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is January 26, 2023.
Personal Representative:
Juliana Gonzalez
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Florida Bar No.: 373760 722 North Or-
ange Avenue
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043 Ph. 
904-652-0060
email: dgrange@grangelaw.org

Legal 52240 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE

A Public Hearing, immediately followed 
by a hybrid meeting, both in-person and 
via phone, will be held for the Clay Coun-
ty Transportation Disadvantaged Local 
Coordinating Board at 2 p.m., Monday, 
February 13, 2023, in the BCC Meeting 
Room, 4th Floor, Clay County Administra-
tion Building, 477 Houston Street, Green 
Cove Springs, Florida, 32043 and by 
conference call at 1-888-585-9008. When 
prompted, dial the conference room 
number 511 666 088#. All interested per-
sons are invited to call in. The County or 
venue may have requirements regarding 
in-person meeting attendance. Meeting 
materials will be posted at https://www.
nefrc.org/transportation-disadvantaged. 

The Northeast Florida Regional Council 
adheres to the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act and will make reasonable modi-
fications for access to this meeting upon 
request. Requests should be received at 
least 72 hours in advance of the meeting 
to allow time to provide the requested 
service. For more information, contact 
the Northeast Florida Regional Council 
at (904) 279-0880 between the hours of 
8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Legal 52239 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF MEETING 
SOUTH VILLAGE 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

DISTRICT

The regular meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors of the South Village Commu-
nity Development District will be held on 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Eagle Landing Residents Club, 
3975 Eagle Landing Parkway, Orange 
Park, Florida 32065. The meeting is 
open to the public and will be conducted 
in accordance with the provisions of 
Florida Law for Community Development 
Districts. A copy of the agenda for this 
meeting may be obtained from the District 
Manager, at 475 West Town Place, Suite 
114, St. Augustine, FL 32092 (and phone 
(904) 940-5850). This meeting may be 
continued to a date, time, and place to 
be specified on the record at the meeting.
Any person requiring special accom-
modations at this meeting because of a 
disability or physical impairment should 
contact the District Office at (904) 940-
5850 at least two calendar days prior to 
the meeting. If you are hearing or speech 
impaired, please contact the Florida Re-
lay Service at 1-800-955-8770, for aid in 
contacting the District Office.
Each person who decides to appeal any 
action taken at these meetings is advised 
that person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings and that accordingly, the person 
may need to ensure that a verbatim re-
cord of the proceedings is made, includ-
ing the testimony and evidence upon 
which such appeal is to be based.
Marilee Giles
District Manager

Legal 52237 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF AGENCY 
ACTION TAKEN BY 

THE ST. JOHNS RIVER 
WATER MANAGEMENT 

DISTRICT

Notice is given that the following permit 
was issued on January 13, 2023: Integra 
Park 2, LLC, 1525 International Pkwy, 
Ste 2001, Lake Mary, FL 32746, Permit 
#65850-207. The project is located in 
Clay County, Section 18, Township 4 
South, Range 25 East. The permit au-
thorizes construction and operation of 
a Stormwater Management System for 
a 16.55-acre project known as Integra 
Grand at Oakleaf. The receiving water 
body is Double Branch. A person whose 
substantial interests are or may be affect-
ed has the right to request an administra-
tive hearing by filing a written petition with 
the St. Johns River Water Management 
District (District). Pursuant to Chapter 
28-106 and Rule 40C-1.1007, Florida 
Administrative Code (F.A.C.), the petition 
must be filed (received) either by delivery 
at the office of the District Clerk at District 
Headquarters, P.O. Box 1429, Palatka FL 
32178-1429 (4049 Reid St, Palatka, FL 
32177) or by e-mail with the District Clerk 
at Clerk@sjrwmd.com, within twenty-one 
(21) days of newspaper publication of 
the notice of District decision (for those 
persons to whom the District does not 
mail or email actual notice). A petition 
must comply with Sections 120.54(5)
(b)4. and 120.569(2)(c), Florida Statutes 
(F.S.), and Chapter 28-106, F.A.C. The 
District will not accept a petition sent by 
facsimile (fax). Mediation pursuant to 
Section 120.573, F.S., may be available 
and choosing mediation does not affect 
your right to an administrative hearing. 
A petition for an administrative hearing is 
deemed filed upon receipt of the complete 
petition by the District Clerk at the District 
Headquarters in Palatka, Florida during 
the District’s regular business hours. The 
District's regular business hours are 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m., excluding weekends and 
District holidays. Petitions received by 
the District Clerk after the District's regu-
lar business hours shall be deemed filed 
as of 8 a.m. on the District’s next regular 
business day. The District's acceptance 
of petitions filed by e-mail is subject to 
certain conditions set forth in the District’s 
Statement of Agency Organization and 
Operation (issued pursuant to Rule 28-
101.001, Florida Administrative Code), 
which is available for viewing at www.
sjrwmd.com. These conditions include, 
but are not limited to, the petition being 
in the form of a PDF or TIFF file and be-
ing capable of being stored and printed by 
the District. Further, pursuant to the Dis-
trict’s Statement of Agency Organization 
and Operation, attempting to file a peti-
tion by facsimile (fax) is prohibited and 
shall not constitute filing. The right to an 
administrative hearing and the relevant 
procedures to be followed are governed 
by Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, Chap-
ter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code, 
and Rule 40C- 1.1007, Florida Adminis-
trative Code. Because the administrative 
hearing process is designed to formulate 

final agency action, the filing of a petition 
means the District's final action may be 
different from the position taken by it in 
this notice. Failure to file a petition for 
an administrative hearing within the 
requisite time frame shall constitute 
a waiver of the right to an administra-
tive hearing. (Rule 28-106.111, F.A.C.). 
If you wish to do so, please visit http://
www.sjrwmd.com/nor_dec/ to read the 
complete Notice of Rights to determine 
any legal rights you may have concern-
ing the District's decision(s) on the permit 
application(s) described above. You can 
also request the Notice of Rights by con-
tacting the Director of Regulatory Sup-
port, 4049 Reid St., Palatka, FL 32177-
2529, tele. no. (386) 329- 4570.

Legal 52225 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

DERELICT VESSEL 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL HEIRS AND 
PERSONS WITH A LEGAL INTEREST 
IN THE BELOW DESCRIBED VESSEL
The following Vessel, to wit: Island Girl, 
has been determined to be derelict/
abandoned and is unlawfully upon these 
waters of this state, to wit St. John’s 
River/Shands Boat Ramp and must be 
removed within 21 days: otherwise it will 
be removed and disposed of pursuant to 
chapter 705, Florida Statutes. Owners, 
heirs and other legally interested parties 
may have the right to a hearing to chal-
lenge the determination that this vessel is 
derelict or otherwise in violation of the law 
or to raise their interests before a tribunal. 
Please contact the Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Legal Office at (850) 487-1764 
or efile@myfwc.com in order to assert a 
legal interest in this vessel. The owner 
or the party determined to be legally re-
sponsible for the vessel being upon the 
waters of this state in a derelict condition 
will be liable for the costs of removal, de-
struction, and disposal if this vessel is not 
removed by the owner.
All heirs and other persons with a legal 
interest in this vessel must raise such in-
terest within 21 days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. All interests not 
raised by that time will be waived and for-
ever barred. The date of first publication 
of this Notice is January 19, 2023.

Legal 51880 Published 1/19/2023 and 
1/26/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION
Extra Space Storage will hold a public 
auction to sell personal property de-
scribed below belonging to those individu-
als listed below at the location indicated:
1939 East West Parkway, Fleming Island. 
FL 32003
February 7, 2023 at 10:00 am
Randy Pugh-Household Goods
The auction will be listed and advertised 
on www.storagetreasures.com Purchas-
es must be made with cash only and paid 
at the above referenced facility in order 
to complete the transaction. Extra Space 
Storage may refuse any bid and may re-
scind any purchase up until the winning 
bidder takes possession of the personal 
property.

Legal 51873 Published 1/19/2023 and 
1/26/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION  
CONSTRUCTIVE 

SERVICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
Case No. 102020CA000009CAAXXX
Truist Bank, successor by merger to Sun-
Trust Bank
Plaintiff,
vs.
ROBERT L. STEWART, Jr. A/K/A ROB-
ERT L. STEWART; et al.
Defendants.
TO: Unknown Spouse of Mary L. Gibbons 
f/k/a Mary G. Stewart
Last Known Address: 2785 Forman Cir, 
Middleburg, FL 32068
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an 
action to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property in Clay County, Florida:
PARCEL A
A PORTION OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF 
THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 
22, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 24 
EAST, CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA AND 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCE 
AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE 
SOUTH 1/4 OF THE SAID NORTHWEST 
1/4 OF SECTION 22; THENCE SOUTH 
89 DEGREES 16' 00 WEST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF THE SAID SOUTH 1/2, 
210.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DE-
GREES 36' 00 EAST 244.38 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE 
CONTINUE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 36' 00 
EAST, 175.62 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
46 DEGREES 56' 21 WEST, 94.58 FEET 
TO THE NORTHEASTERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF FOREMAN CIRCLE (A 
60 FOOT RIGHT-OF-WAY AS NOW ES-
TABLISHED COUNTY ROAD C-21-A); 
THENCE NORTH 43 DEGREES 03' 
39 WEST ALONG SAID NORTHERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, 212.36 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 68 DEGREES 10' 09 
EAST, 228.66 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.
PARCEL B
A PORTION OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF 
THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 
22, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 24 

EAST, CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA AND 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCE 
AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
THE SOUTH 1/4 OF THE SAID NORTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SECTION 22; THENCE 
SOUTH 89° 16' 00" WEST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF THE SAID SOUTH 1/2, 
210.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00° 36' 
00" EAST, 420.00 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH 89° 
16' 00" EAST, 69.72 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 00° 36' 00" EAST, 140.11 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 89° 16' 00" WEST, 
69.72 FEET TO THE NORTHEASTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF FOREMAN 
CIRCLE (A 60 FOOT RIGHT-OF-WAY 
AS NOW ESTABLISHED COUNTY 
ROAD C-21-A); THENCE NORTH 43° 
03' 39" WEST ALONG SAID NORTH-
EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, 
103.37 FEET; THENCE NORTH 46° 56' 
21" EAST, 94.58 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.
has been filed against you and you are 
required to serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Julie York, Es-
quire, Brock & Scott, PLLC., the Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is 2001 NW 64th 
St, Suite 130, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309, 
within thirty (30) days of the first date of 
publication and file the original with the 
Clerk of this Court either before service 
on the Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will be en-
tered against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint or petition.
DATED on January 10, 2023.
Tara Green
As Clerk of the Court
By Gracie Moore
As Deputy Clerk

Legal 51871 Published 1/19/2023 and 
1/26/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION
Extra Space Storage will hold a public 
auction to sell personal property de-
scribed below belonging to those individu-
als listed below at the location indicated:
4653 US 17, Fleming Island, FL 32003 
February 7, 2023 at 10:00am
Alvin Mercado
couch loves seat dinning room set
The auction will be listed and advertised 
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchas-
es must be made with cash only and paid 
at the above referenced facility in order 
to complete the transaction. Extra Space 
Storage may refuse any bid and may re-
scind any purchase up until the winning 
bidder takes possession of the personal 
property.

Legal 51111 Published 1/19/2023 and 
1/26/2023 in Clay County's Clay Today 
newspaper

NOTICE OF                      
PUBLIC SALE

To satisfy the owner's storage lien, KO 
Storage LLC will sell at public lien sale on 
February 15, 2023. The personal
property in the below-listed units, which 
may include but are not limited to: House-
hold goods, boxes/totes/bags,
clothing, bedding, tools and toys. The 
public sale of these items will begin at 
10AM on February 08, 2023 and end
at 10AM on February 15, 2023. The pub-
lic sale will take place on www.storaget-
reasures.com.
KO Storage of Keystone Heights - An-
nex, 1029 FL-100, Keystone Heights FL 
32656, (952) 314-7121
Time: 10:00AM CST
K030, Baker, James, K053, Mularski, 
Joshua, K022, Miller, Samantha
Public sale terms, rules, and regulations 
will be made available on www.storaget-
reasures.com. All sales are
subject to cancellation. We reserve the 
right to refuse any bid. Payment must be 
by credit/debit card, we do not
accept checks or cash. Buyers must se-
cure the units with their own personal 
locks. To claim tax-exempt status,
original RESALE certificates for each 
space purchased is required. By KO Stor-
age LLC, 10301 Wayzata Blvd,
Minnetonka, MN 55305. (952)-314-7121.

Legal 50660 Published 1/19/2023 and 
1/26/20233 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
(Invitation to Bid)

Sealed bids will be received by the School 
Board of Clay County until:
February 7, 2023 at 11:00AM
in the Purchasing Conference Room,
800 W. Center Street, Green Cove 
Springs, Florida, 32043
at which time and place all bids received 
will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
furnishing all labor and materials for the 
construction of:
ORANGE PARK JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL – RESTROOM RENOVATION: 
PHASE III
1500 Gano Avenue, Orange Park, FL 
32073
CCDS Project No. C-21-22/23
All work shall be done according to the 
plans and specifications prepared by:
ARCHITECTURE:
LICENSE NO. AR0017162
KASPER ARCHITECTS + ASSOCIATES 
INC.
10175 FORTUNE PARKWAY, SUITE 
701 JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256
(904) 683-9201 www.kasperarch.com
MECHANICAL, PLUMBING, ELECTRI-
CAL:
POWELL & HINKLE ENGINEERING
1409 KINGSLEY AVENUE BLDG 12A, 
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ORANGE PARK FL 32073
(904) 264-5570
Email all Requests for Information to 
Projects@kasperarch.com by February 
1, 2023 at 5:00pm. Please include the 
project number in the subject line.
Plans are on file and available for pur-
chase at a cost in the following Plan 
Rooms:
LDI REPROPRINTING – ORANGE 
PARK
550 WELLS ROAD, SUITE 8
ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
(904) 579-4027
There will be a Mandatory Pre-bid 
Meeting at the site on January 27, 2023 
at 9:00 AM per Section 000100, Part 
9.2. Bidders not attending the pre-bid 
meeting will not be permitted to sub-
mit a bid.
Prime bidders, who will be submitting a 
bid to the owner, are required to register 
with the Architect their intention to bid and 
as a plan holder. Any addenda will be 
sent automatically (electronically) to the 
know plan holders. Other delivery meth-
ods may be arranged with the Architect.
Partial sets of drawings and/or specifica-
tions are not advised and neither the Ar-
chitect nor Owner will be responsible for 
partial information given to subcontrac-
tors by the General Contractors.
Only Contractors having been pre-quali-
fied by the School Board of Clay County 
are eligible to submit bids for this project. 
Only pre-qualified Contractors should 
submit bids for this project (Florida 
Statutes).
Florida Statutes require that all contrac-
tual personnel who are permitted access 
on school grounds when students are 
present must meet Level 2 screening 
requirements as described in S1012.32, 
Florida Statutes.
DISCRIMINATION: An entity or affiliate 
who has been placed on the discrimina-
tory vendor list may not submit a bid on 
a contract to provide goods or services 
to a public entity, may not submit a bid 
on a contract with a public entity for the 
construction or repair of a public build-
ing or public work, may not submit bids 
on leases of real property to public entity, 
may not award or perform work as a con-
tractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consul-
tant under contract with any public entity, 
and may not transact business with any 
public entity.
The Owner reserves the right to waive 
any irregularities and minor technicalities 
or to reject any and all bids. Each bidder 
must deposit with his bid, a Bid Bond or 
Cashier's Check in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the Base Bid price, payable 
to the Owner.
The successful bidder will be required 
to provide a Recorded Performance, 
Labor, and Material Bond in the 
amount of 100% of the accepted Bid 
amount.
No bidder may withdraw his bid within 
(60) days after the actual date of the 
opening thereof. Any actual or prospec-
tive bidder who disputes the reasonable-
ness or competitiveness of the terms and 
conditions of the Invitation To Bid, Con-
tract Award, or Recommendation for Con-
tract Award, shall file a Notice of Protest 
with the Superintendent of Schools within 
72 hours of receipt of the bid solicitation, 
posting of the bid tabulations, or posting 
of the bid award, and must file a formal 
written protest within ten (10) days fol-
lowing the filing of the Notice to Protest. 
Failure to observe such timelines will 
constitute a waiver of proceedings and 
of right to protest as stipulated in Chapter 
120 of the Florida Statutes. The School 
Board requires a protestor to post bond in 
accordance with Florida Statues, Section 
255.0516 F.S.
Bond Requirement:
Should a contractor wish to protest the bid 
recommendation, the protestor shall be 
required to post a bond as follows:
1. Five percent (5%) of the recommended 
award for all projects valued less than
$500,000.00; and
2. Twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00) for 
all projects in excess of $500,000.00.
Conditioned upon payment of all costs 
and fees which may be adjusted against 
the protestor in the Administrative Hear-
ing. If at the Hearing the School Board 
prevails, it may recover all costs and at-
torney’s fees from the protester; if the pro-
testor prevails, the protestor shall recover 
from the School Board all costs and at-
torney’s fees.
Bid Tabulations shall be posted online or 
in the lobby area of 925 W. Center Street, 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 after the 
intended recommendation is announced 
on or about four (4) days after the bid 

opening. The Bid Tabulation will remain 
posted for a minimum period of 96 hours.
David Broskie, Superintendent Clay 
County District Schools

Legal 50219 Published 1/12/2023, 
1/19/2023, and 1/26/2023 in Clay Coun-
ty's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
(Invitation to Bid)

Sealed bids will be received by the District 
School Board of Clay County until:
1:00pm on Tuesday, February 7, 2023
in the Purchasing Conference Room,
800 Center Street, Green Cove Springs, 
FL 32043
at which time and place all bids received 
will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
furnishing all labor and materials for the 
construction of:
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 
SAFETY & SECURITY SINGLE KEY 
ACCESS INITIATIVE
900 Orchid Ave, Keystone Heights, FL 
32656
Work includes the replacement of cylin-
ders and locksets campus-wide as well 
as selective door replacements. Com-
plete scope is included in the Drawings 
and Specifications.
All work shall be done according to the 
plans and specifications prepared by:
BRIAN BOATRIGHT ARCHITECT, INC.
914 Plainfield Ave, Orange Park, FL 
32073
email all questions to brianoboatrightaia@
gmail.com
include project number in subject line
Plans are on file and open to inspection 
at the office of the architect and are avail-
able for purchase and on file with the fol-
lowing plan room:
LDI Reproprinting Center
550 Wells Road, Suite 8, Orange Park, 
FL 32073
(904) 579-4027
orangepark@ldireproprinting.com
Any addenda will be sent automatically 
(electronically) to the known plan holders. 
Other delivery methods may be arranged 
with the architect. Partial sets of drawings 
and/or specifications are not advised and 
neither the architect nor owner will be 
responsible for partial information given 
to subcontractors by the general contrac-
tors. Electronic drawings and specifica-
tions will not be distributed.
There will be Mandatory Pre-bid Meet-
ing at the site on Monday, January 30, 
2023 at 1:00pm per Section 00100, Part 
9.2. Bidders not attending the pre-bid 
meeting will not be permitted to sub-
mit a bid.
Only contractors having been pre-qual-
ified by the Clay County School District 
are eligible to submit bids for this project. 
Only pre-qualified Contractors should 
submit bids for this project (Florida 
Statutes).
DISCRIMINATION: An entity or affiliate 
who has been placed on the discrimina-
tory vendor list may not submit a bid on 
a contract to provide goods or services 
to a public entity, may not submit a bid 
on a contract with a public entity for the 
construction or repair of a public build-
ing or public work, may not submit bids 
on leases of real property to public entity, 
may not award or perform work as a con-
tractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consul-
tant under contract with any public entity, 
and may not transact business with any 
public entity.
The owner reserves the right to waive 
any irregularities and minor technicalities 
or to reject any and all bids. Each bidder 
must deposit, with his bid, a bid bond or 
cashier's check in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the base bid price, payable 
to the owner.
The successful bidder will be required 
to provide a performance, labor and 
material bond in the amount of 100% 
of the accepted bid amount.
No bidder may withdraw his bid within 
(60) days after the actual date of the 
opening thereof.
Any actual or prospective bidder who dis-
putes the reasonableness or competitive-
ness of the terms and conditions of the 
invitation to bid, contract award, or recom-
mendation for contract award, shall file a 
notice of protest with the superintendent 
of schools within 72 hours of receipt of 
the bid solicitation, posting of the bid tab-
ulations, or posting of the bid award and 
must file a formal written protest within ten 
(10) days following the filing of the notice 
to protest. Failure to observe such time-
lines will constitute a waiver of proceed-

ings and of right to protest as stipulated in 
Chapter 120 of the Florida Statutes. The 
school board requires a protestor to post 
bond in accordance with Florida Statutes, 
Section 255.0516 F.S.
Protest Bond Requirement:
Should a contractor wish to protest the bid 
recommendation, the protestor shall be 
required to post a bond as follows:
I. Twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00), or 
2% of the lowest accepted bid, which-
ever is greater, for projects valued over 
$500,000.00; and
II. Five percent (5%) of the lowest ac-
cepted bid for all projects valued less than 
$500,000.00.
Conditioned upon payment of all cost and 
fees, which may be adjusted against the 
protestor, in the administrative hearing. If 
at the hearing, the school board prevails, 
it may recover all costs and attorney’s 
fees from the protester; if the protestor 
prevails, the protestor shall recover from 
the school board, all costs and attorney’s 
fees.
Bid Tabulations shall be posted in the 
Operations Reception area at 925 Cen-
ter Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida 
32043, after the intended recommenda-
tion is announced on or about four (4) 
days after the bid opening. The Bid Tabu-
lation will remain posted for a minimum 
period of 96 hours.
David Broskie, Superintendent
Clay County District Schools

Legal 50077 Published 1/12/2023, 
1/19/2023, and 1/26/2023 in Clay Coun-
ty's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
(Invitation to Bid)

Sealed bids will be received by the District 
School Board of Clay County until:
2:00pm on Tuesday, February 7, 2023
in the Purchasing Conference Room,
800 Center Street, Green Cove Springs, 
FL 32043
at which time and place all bids received 
will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
furnishing all labor and materials for the 
construction of:
MIDDLEBURG HIGH SCHOOL
SAFETY & SECURITY SINGLE KEY 
ACCESS INITIATIVE
3750 C.R. 220, Middleburg, FL 32068
Work includes the replacement of cylin-
ders and locksets campus-wide as well 
as selective door replacements. Com-
plete scope is included in the Drawings 
and Specifications.
All work shall be done according to the 
plans and specifications prepared by:
BRIAN BOATRIGHT ARCHITECT, INC.
914 Plainfield Ave, Orange Park, FL 
32073
email all questions to brianoboatrightaia@
gmail.com
include project number in subject line
Plans are on file and open to inspection 
at the office of the architect and are avail-
able for purchase and on file with the fol-
lowing plan room:
LDI Reproprinting Center
550 Wells Road, Suite 8, Orange Park, 
FL 32073
(904) 579-4027
orangepark@ldireproprinting.com
Addenda will be posted with the plan 
room listed above. Partial sets of draw-
ings and/or specifications are not advised 
and neither the architect nor owner will be 
responsible for partial information given 
to subcontractors by the general contrac-
tors. Electronic drawings and specifi-
cations will not be distributed.
There will be Mandatory Pre-bid Meet-
ing at the site on Monday, January 30, 
2023 at 9:00am per Section 00100, Part 
9.2. Bidders not attending the pre-bid 
meeting will not be permitted to sub-
mit a bid.
Only contractors having been pre-qual-
ified by the Clay County School District 
are eligible to submit bids for this project. 
Only pre-qualified Contractors should 
submit bids for this project (Florida Stat-
utes).
DISCRIMINATION: An entity or affiliate 
who has been placed on the discrimina-
tory vendor list may not submit a bid on 
a contract to provide goods or services 
to a public entity, may not submit a bid 
on a contract with a public entity for the 
construction or repair of a public build-
ing or public work, may not submit bids 
on leases of real property to public entity, 
may not award or perform work as a con-
tractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consul-
tant under contract with any public entity, 

and may not transact business with any 
public entity.
The owner reserves the right to waive 
any irregularities and minor technicalities 
or to reject any and all bids. Each bidder 
must deposit, with his bid, a bid bond or 
cashier's check in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the base bid price, payable 
to the owner.
The successful bidder will be required 
to provide a payment and performance 
bond in the amount of 100% of the ac-
cepted bid amount.
No bidder may withdraw his bid within 
(60) days after the actual date of the 
opening thereof.
Any actual or prospective bidder who dis-
putes the reasonableness or competitive-
ness of the terms and conditions of the 
invitation to bid, contract award, or recom-
mendation for contract award, shall file a 
notice of protest with the superintendent 
of schools within 72 hours of receipt of 
the bid solicitation, posting of the bid tab-
ulations, or posting of the bid award and 
must file a formal written protest within ten 
(10) days following the filing of the notice 
to protest. Failure to observe such time-
lines will constitute a waiver of proceed-
ings and of right to protest as stipulated in 
Chapter 120 of the Florida Statutes. The 
school board requires a protestor to post 
bond in accordance with Florida Statutes, 
Section 255.0516 F.S.
Protest Bond Requirement:
Should a contractor wish to protest the bid 
recommendation, the protestor shall be 
required to post a bond as follows:
I. Twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00), or 
2% of the lowest accepted bid, which-
ever is greater, for projects valued over 
$500,000.00; and
II. Five percent (5%) of the lowest ac-
cepted bid for all projects valued less than 
$500,000.00.
Conditioned upon payment of all cost and 
fees, which may be adjusted against the 
protestor, in the administrative hearing. If 
at the hearing, the school board prevails, 
it may recover all costs and attorney’s 
fees from the protester; if the protestor 
prevails, the protestor shall recover from 
the school board, all costs and attorney’s 
fees.
Bid Tabulations shall be posted in the 
Operations Reception area at 925 Cen-
ter Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida 
32043, after the intended recommenda-
tion is announced on or about four (4) 
days after the bid opening. The Bid Tabu-
lation will remain posted for a minimum 
period of 96 hours.
David Broskie, Superintendent
Clay County District Schools

Legal 50075 Published 1/12/2023, 
1/19/2023, and 1/26/2023 in Clay Coun-
ty's Clay Today newspaper

SHADOWLAWN 
COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT NOTICE 

OF THE DISTRICT’S 
INTENT TO USE THE 
UNIFORM METHOD 

OF COLLECTION OF                
NON-AD VALOREM 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the Shadow-
lawn Community Development District 
(the “District”) intends to use the uniform 
method of collecting non-ad valorem 
special assessments to be levied by the 
District pursuant to Section 197.3632, 
Florida Statutes. The Board of Supervi-
sors of the District will conduct a public 
hearing on February 9, 2023 at 1:30 p.m., 
at Reinhold Corporation, 1845 Town Cen-
ter Blvd, Suite 105, Fleming Island, FL 
32003.
The purpose of the public hearing is to 
consider the adoption of a resolution au-
thorizing the District to use the uniform 
method of collecting non-ad valorem spe-
cial assessments (the “Uniform Method”) 
to be levied by the District on properties 
located on land included in, or to be add-
ed to, the District.
The District may levy non-ad valorem 
special assessments for the purpose of 
financing, acquiring, maintaining and/or 
operating community development fa-
cilities, services and improvements within 

and without the boundaries of the District, 
to consist of, among other things, road-
way improvements, water, reclaimed and 
sewer systems, hardscape, landscape, 
irrigation, fencing, signage, stormwater 
management, amenity center and com-
munity parks improvements, and any 
other lawful improvements or services of 
the District.
Owners of the properties to be assessed 
and other interested parties may appear 
at the public hearing and be heard regard-
ing the use of the Uniform Method. This 
hearing is open to the public and will be 
conducted in accordance with the provi-
sions of Florida law. The public hearing 
may be continued to a date, time and lo-
cation to be specified on the record at the 
hearing. There may be occasions when 
Supervisors or District Staff may partici-
pate by speaker telephone.
Pursuant to provisions of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, any person requiring 
special accommodations to participate in 
the hearing and/or meeting is asked to 
contact the District Office at 2300 Glades 
Road, Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Florida 
33431, 561-571-0010, at least forty-eight 
(48) hours before the hearing and/or 
meeting. If you are hearing or speech im-
paired, please contact the Florida Relay 
Service at 1-800-955-8771 who can aid 
you in contacting the District Office.
Each person who decides to appeal any 
decision made by the Board with respect 
to any matter considered at the hearing is 
advised that person will need a record of 
the proceedings and that accordingly, the 
person may need to ensure that a verba-
tim record of the proceedings is made, in-
cluding the testimony and evidence upon 
which such appeal is to be based.
Craig Wrathell
District Manager

Legal 49915 Published 1/12/2023, 
1/19/2023, 1/26/2023 and 2/2/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF                      
PUBLIC SALE

FIRST COAST TOWING gives notice that 
on 02/19/2023 at 10:00 AM the following 
vehicles(s) may be sold by
public sale at FIRST COAST TOWING 
INC - 2905 BLANDING BLVD. MIDDLE-
BURG, FL 32068 to satisfy the
lien for the amount owed on each vehicle 
for any recovery, towing, or storage ser-
vices charges and administrative fees
allowed pursuant to Florida statute 
713.78.
2T3A1RFV1NW289451 2022 TOYT
JTEZU14R268057199 2006 TOYT

Legal 49750 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No: 10-2022-DR-001538
Division: F
Stephania PetitFrere,
Petitioner
And
Esaie Magis,
Respondent
Dissolution of Marriage
TO: Esaie Magis, 68 Jefferson Ave, Bay-
shore, NY 11706.
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 
Dissolution of Marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if 
any, to it on Stephania PetitFrere, whose 
address is 1248 Ticonderoga Trl, Apt 
A, Orange Park, FL 32065 on or before 
02/07/23 and file the original with the clerk 
of this Court at 825 N. Orange Ave, Green 
Cove Springs, FL 32043, before service 
on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If 
you fail to do so, a default may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the 
petition.
Copies of all court documents in this 
case, including orders, are available at 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. 
You may review these documents upon 
request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s office notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Designation of Cur-
rent Mailing and E-Mail Address, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.915.) Future papers in this law-
suit will be mailed or e-mailed to the ad-
dresses on record at the clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family 
Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain 
automatic disclosure of documents and 
information. Failure to comply can result 
in sanctions, including dismissal or strik-
ing of pleadings.
Dated 12/27/2022
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Annie Herrera
Deputy Clerk

Legal 49127 Published 1/5/2023, 
1/12/2023, 1/19/2023 and 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR CLAY 
COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION.
Case No. 2022CA001135
NAVY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Plaintiff
vs.
LARRY T. LEWIS.,VIVIAN J. LEWIS:, et 
al.
Defendants.
TO:
LARRY T. LEWIS.
CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN · 
LAST KNOWN.ADDRESS
1430 BLACK PINE CT
ORANGE PARK, FL 32065
VIVIAN J. LEWIS. ,
CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN 
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
1430 BLACK PINE CT
ORANGE PARK, FL 32065.
You are notified that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the following
property in Clay County, Florida:
LOT 156, EAGLE LANDING AT OAK-
LEAF PLANTATION PHASE ONE, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 46, PAGES 
71 THROUGH 93, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA. .
commonly known.as 1430 BLACK PINE 
CT, ORANGE PARK, FL 32065 has been 
filed
against you and you, are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if 
any, to it on Laura
E. Noyes of Kass· Shuler, P.A., plaintiffs 
attorney, whose address is P.O. Box 800, 
Tampa, Florida 33601; (813) 229-0900, 
on or before 30 days from the
first date of publication, whichever is later) 
and file the original with the Clerk of this 
Court
either before service on the Plaintiffs at-
torney or immediately thereafter; other-
wise, a default
will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.
Dated: January 23, 2023.
CLERK OF THE COURT; ·
Honorable TARA S. GREEN PO BOX 
698
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, Florida 32043
By: Gracie Moore
Deputy Clerk
AMERICAN8 WITH DISABILITIES ACT. 
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator 
at crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 630-2564 
at least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the 
time before the scheduled appearance 
is less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.

Legal 53114 Published 1/26/2023 and 
2/2/2023 in Clay County’s Clay Today 
newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION

The following vehicles will be sold at pub-
lic auction for towing and storage costs. 
G & M Towing, Inc. reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and all bids.
1997 DODGE VIN # 2B7H-
B21Y7VK516990
auction will be held at 9:00 a.m.
02/13/2023
G & M Towing Inc, located at 4995 
Highway 17 S., Green Cove Springs, FL 
32043.

Legal 53112 Published 1/26/2023 in 
Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper
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One easy step 
Email legal@claytodayonline.com 

or  call 904-579-2154 to request the 
necessary form. It will run in our legal 

section for one week for $35.              
Affidavit will be mailed to you. 

$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?  

STARTING 
A NEW



Classifi eds
for Clay County 

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg 

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS
All ads are non-refundable. Please 
check your ad copy the � rst week 
of publication. We will only apply 
credit for the � rst run and credits 
are subject to approval of the 
publisher. If ad is canceled prior 
to the � rst insertion cancellation 
must be made by classi� ed 
deadline of Monday by noon. Ads 
must comply with Federal, State a 

local laws. We are not responsible 
for ad content. Ads are subject to 
approval by the publisher. 

DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 

LINER ADS
All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25 
characters per line. Additional 
lines may be purchased. All rates 
are NET. 

PRIVATE PARTY  COMMERCIAL 
1 week $14.50     1 week $23
2 week $24          2 week $40 
3 week $32          3 week $56
4 week $40          4 week $72

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
Ads are $27 per column inch 
with a minimum of 2” 

ESTATE & GARAGE SALES 
$21

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 

1.5” x 2” $80 for 4 weeks
1.5” x 3” $160 for 4 weeks 

Cost includes online at: 
claytodayonline.com 

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258
A� en� on oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable of 
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a 
free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-948-
6176
Eliminate gu� er cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gu� er protec� on. Schedule free 
LeafFilter es� mate today. 20% off  En� re Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as li� le as ONE DAY! Aff ordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months!  Life� me warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deduc� ble. Call 
1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no ma� er where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installa� on.  Call 
866-499-0141
Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consulta� on, 
produc� on, promo� on & distribu� on. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installa� on, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric� ons apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516
The Generac PWRcell solar plus ba� ery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full installa� on services. $0 down 
fi nancing op� on. Request free no obliga� on quote. 1-877-
539-0299
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
life� me warranty. Top-of-the-line installa� on and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off  - limited 
� me! Financing available. 1-855-417-1306
Switch and save up to $250/yr on  talk, text & data. No 
contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with fl exible 
data plans. Premium na� onwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited � me get $50 off  any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048
A� en� on Homeowners! If you have water damage  and 
need cleanup services, call us! We’ll get in & work with your 
insurance agency to get your home repaired and your life 
back to normal ASAP! 855-767-7031
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of mind. 
No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936
Free high speed internet if qualifi ed. Govt. pgm for recipients 
of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet. Android tablet free w/one-� me $20 copay. Free 
shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-
433-8277
Caring for an aging loved one? Wondering about op� ons like 
senior-living communi� es and in-home care? Caring.com’s 
Family Advisors help take the guesswork out of senior care 
for your family. Free, no-obliga� on consult: 1-855-759-1407

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Pet Repairs

Call Barry Horner 
904-984-0900

Carpet Restretching
& Repairs

PINEWOOD APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

Pinewood Apartments, a 
USDA/RD elderly project in 

Green Cove Springs is available 
for purchase by a nonprofit 
or unit of government for 

180 days from 
November 24, 2022. 

Contact Jay Mason at
 jay.mason@covington.net

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Health Service/
Medical

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-738-9684. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required.

Saddle For Sale 

English Saddle good condition, pad 
stand $100.00 904-806-6354

Travel 

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights in-
side and from the US. Serving Unit-
ed, Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call for 
free quote now! Have travel dates 
ready! 866-245-7709

Medical 
Consultation

Low Energy and Libido, Mood 
Changes, Hot Flashes and Difficul-
ty with Sleep? Call your FL Provid-
er Adela Hunt, Nurse Practitioner 
@ 313 485 1390 for a  customized 
consultation

Medical 
Supplies 

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Autos For Sale

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 

Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required!  Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Superior qual-
ity bath and shower systems at AF-
FORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.  Call 
Now! 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional in-
stallation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 866-
636-1910.  Ask about our specials!

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of he first 50 call-
ers and save $1,500! CALL 888-
687-0415 for a free in-home con-
sultation.

The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

Senior 
Caregiver

Senior Companion Caregiver
Luz Bratt

 904-608-0331 mobile
Companionship- Transpor-

tation-Errand Services- Meal 
Prep- Light Housekeeping- 

Laundry- 
Medication Reminders Great 

References and A Loving Heart

Help Wanted 

Need Caregiver to help with two 
children, 3 and 4 years old.

Live in, free room and board. 
Wells Landing Town Homes in 

Orange Park 904-418-2710
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All the care your family needs, 
in one place.
Your community hospital is now open! 

Since 2013, we’ve provided Clay County families with convenient emergency and outpatient care. 
Now, we’ve opened a full-service medical complex on our Fleming Island campus to meet more 
of your health care needs. 

Here’s what your new hospital features:

• 102 large private patient rooms

• 20 spacious maternity suites with a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

• Innovative surgical care, including minimally invasive and 
robotic-assisted procedures

• A wide range of specialties, including advanced heart care, 
orthopedics and comprehensive cancer care 

© Baptist Health 2023

1771 Baptist Clay Drive
Fleming Island, FL 32003
baptistjax.com/clay

To pre-register for delivery at Baptist Clay, 
go to baptistjax.com/baby.

Now 
Open!
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