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Oakleaf Renegades tailback Calvin Ferguson stole the show once again after a four touchdown performance at the Pop Warner National

Tournament on Friday, Dec. 9, with three 50-plus yard scores in the Pop Warner 10-Under National Championshp game with the Renegades
winning, 34-19, at Orlando’s Camping World Stadium. The Renegades, coached by Carlos Lowe, finished the season unbeaten and won the

championship after back-to-back 27-0 quarterfinal and semifinal wins. See story on page 32

center clay fmally
gets to finish line

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND — Moments after
the ribbon at the front doors of Baptist
Medical Center Clay was cut and digni-
taries had completed their Chamber of
Commerce group photos, Darin Roark
took a step away from the entrance and

SEE BAPTIST, 7

Unsolved ... but not forgotten

Periodically, Clay Today will highlight

an unsolved case from the Clay County
Sheriff’s Office, Green Cove Springs and
Orange Park police departments or the
Florida Highway Patrol. While the cases
are considered cold, law enforcement
hopes refreshing information may lead to
a tip that solves the crime.

‘It’s right there’

Orange Park still searching
for clue that will solve
Jillian Berrios cold case

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK — There are days when Lt.
Cody Monroe’s attention wanes and his
memory focuses on the tiniest of details
the morning Jillian Berrios was murdered.

He’s poured through every detail, big
and small. He's chased hundreds of leads,
watched hours of video and considered ev-
ery possibility.

“This one haunts me,” Monroe said.
“It’s frustrating. It's scary. It's right there.”

Monroe had just been promoted to the

SEE CASE, 11
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Clay legislative delegation to
hear community concerns

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Florida Rep. Sam
Garrison (R-Fleming Island), chairman of
the Clay County legislative delegation, will
be holding a meeting to hear public testi-
mony on state issues and the consideration
of local bills.

The delegations include chambers of
commerce, local elected officials, employ-
ers, and other community leaders and rep-
resentatives.

“It’s an annual event. It is put on by the
Clay County Legislation Delegation with
Rep. (Bobby) Payne and Sen. (Jennifer)
Bradley, and we do it every year to provide
an opportunity for the people of Clay Coun-
ty to let us know what’s on their minds and
what they care about,” Garrison said.

The organizational meeting will be held
Monday, Dec. 19, from 3-6 p.m. The public
hearing will take place on the fourth floor
at the Clay County Administration Build-
ing, 477 Houston St.

“Traditionally, we encourage our local
governments to be there to let us know
what they are dealing with on a local level;
however, it is open for anyone to attend,”
Garrison said.

“Many community organizations come
to share their mission. Sometimes people

make requests for state funding. Often-
times, there are just a few folks from the
community who just want three minutes
to say their peace. We certainly welcome
them.”

Garrison said the value in holding dele-
gation meetings because it allows voters o
present needs and share concerns within
their community.

“Our meetings in Tallahassee tend to be
on the Macro scale, issues of state-wide
concern. We're here to address those is-
sues and be a voice for our local communi-
ties,” he said.

“Sometimes people will have legislative
issues that matter to them, and this is an
opportunity to speak to us directly. It's an
opportunity for us to listen. Everyone gets
the same amount of time. We just want to
allow everyone to be heard.”

For the most part, community del-
egations seek appropriations and policy
changes weighing in on federal rules and
regulations. Many address budget funding.

“The county has issues that are impor-
tant to them that involve the state. If it’s
important to the county, then it's certainly
important to us,” Garrison said.

The delegation meetings have also
helped determine which projects are most
important to the community.

REP. GARRISON

“Last year, we received funding of $1
million to help restore the Clay County Jail.
That came from discussions with the local
people,” Garrison said. “Another example
would be the one million and a half dol-
lars we received to expand the Clay County
trail system near Jenning State Forest and
that part of the county that's been under-
served for a long time. That didn't come
from the government, that came from the
community.”

Garrison encourages anyone who wants
to speak to come in person; however, the
meeting will also have a live stream. Inter-

ested citizens wishing to be placed on the
agenda for the meeting are asked to con-
tact Garrison’s office by email at Courtney.
Hoard@myfloridahouse.gov.

The deadline to get on the agenda is
Friday. Materials and handouts necessary
for the hearing must also be turned in by
Friday.

“We request that people who want to
speak put in a request, and we can put
them on the agenda, but that's not a re-
quirement,” Garrison said. “Anyone who
wants to speak will have the opportunity
t0. We are here to listen.”

BGC approves impact fee; delays start for six months

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The Board of
County Commission finally voted Tuesday
night to implement an impact fee on new
development, but decided to push the start
date back to June.

Commissioner Kristen Burke seemed
to reluctantly entered a motion to demand
the collection of $121 million during the
next 22 years from new construction, then
she amended her motion to include a six-
month delay.

That motion passed, 5-0.

The approval came after developers
and builders told commissioners the new
fee would cripple growth. By delaying the
start, the BCC appeared to find common
ground.

With the vote, Clay County became the
44™ of 67 counties in Florida to charge
extra fees on new development Lo offset
the costs of building new schools, roads,
infrastructure, parks, law enforcement,

constitutional facilities and fire and rescue
10 accommodate growth.

“If there's another way (o raise the
money, bring it to us,” commissioner Mike
Cella said.

According to the Clay County Devel-
opment Impact Fee Study and the long-
range Gomprehensive Plan, the county is
expected to have a $400 million shortfall
of funds through 2045, and consultants
with Willdan Financial Services said the
county will be able to collect an additional
$280 million through existing taxes. As the
population grows, Willdan said, the county
will get more revenue from property, ad
valorem, sales and gas taxes. That means
the county would be short $121 million to
pay for essentials.

Developers and construction compa-
nies said the current economic condi-
tions and rising interest rates have led 1o
a reduction of building permits. A $6,103
impact fee on a new house larger than
2.,500-square-feet, would cripple the coun-

ty’s growth — and lead to the collection of
fewer tax dollars.

Assistant County Manager Troy Nagle
worked with developers and Willdan to
rework some of the collection fees — and
redefine some of the long-term needs.

“I think the study is definitely an im-
provement. It's getting better,” said Daniel
Vallencourt, whose family owns Vallencourt
Construction Company. “It still just needs a
lot of work. There's a very high possibility
that when we start spending this impacted
money, we have to fund it with other mon-
ey. So we're going to have to have it some-
how we don’t have it now.”

Nagle reiterated the county will fund
the difference by collecting more taxes as
the population grows.

“If we stay on our current pace, our
staff believes the ad valorem will support
it,” Nagle said.

Commissioner Jim Renninger said once
the First Coast Expressway is completed,
Clay County should experience a boon in

new businesses and residential communi-
ties.

“The First Coast Expressway will be a
huge game changer as far as sales tax,”
he said. Commissioners were reminded
the county's sheriff’s office and fire rescue
already is operating without enough per-
sonnel and resources. And as the county’s
population increases, the deficits will be-
come direr.

“We handle about 250,000 calls for
service a year,” Sheriff Michelle Cook said.
“And as Chief (Loren Mock of Fire Rescue)
also mentioned, we start getting more than
one priority call going on in the county at a
time we're already strapped for people to
respond. And as people continue to move,
as more traffic comes in, as more people
drive through the county, our call volume
is just going to increase.”

The board meets at 4 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of every month.
Due to the holidays, the BCC's next meet-
ing will be on Jan. 10.
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Toll reduction
fast-tracked through
Florida Senate

Smaller fees include
First Coast Expressway

By Christine Jordan Sexton
For FloridaPolitics

Some drivers could see a 50% credit on
tolls in the 2023 calendar year — funded by
Florida’'s budget surplus — under a priority
proposal of Gov. Ron DeSantis that is on a
fast highway to the finish line during this
week’s Special Session.

The Senate Fiscal Policy Committee on
Monday voted unanimously to approve SB
6A, which authorizes the Florida Turnpike
Enterprise to establish a toll relief pro-
gram for drivers that notch 35 transactions
a month on their SunPass transponders.

The plan includes the First Coast Ex-
pressway in Clay County.

The bill cleared through the committee,
while the House Appropriations Committee
will consider its version of the proposal bill
in committee on Tuesday.

Senate Fiscal Policy Commitlee mem-
ber Sen. Lori Berman voted for the bill but
asked Sen. Nick DiCegile why the state
wasn't lowering the tolls for everyone
given the $500 million general revenue
investment needed to make it a reality.

“Thirty-five transactions a month,
those are typical folks who drive five or
six times a week. Those are typically our
hardworking Floridians,” he said, explain-
ing the policy.

Berman said she had “concerns” that
the policy picked “winners and losers.”
Someone who required dialysis three times
a month, she said, wouldn’t qualify for the
benefit even though they are using the
same roads.

Berman said the proposal should “ben-
efit a broader class.”

The proposal authorizes the Florida
Turnpike Enterprise to establish the pro-
gram effective from Jan. 1 through Dec.
31, 2023, for all Florida toll facilities that
use a Florida-issued transponder or are
interoperable with the Florida Department
of Transportation's SunPass system.

The discounts are for transponders that
rack up 35 or more transactions per cal-
endar month. The discounts are equal to
50% of the amount paid for the qualifying
transactions.

A “qualifying transaction” is a paid
transponder-based toll transaction in-
curred by a two-axle vehicle for travel on
a Florida toll facility using a Florida issued
transponder linked to a qualifying account.
The account credit must be posted to the
qualifying account the month after the

SEE TOLLS, 5

OPINIONS

NEXT, THEY

LET' HOPE THEY LEAVE
THEIR POLITICS BEHIND.

PLAN ON BUILDING
A LUNAR BAGE

The

gift of conversation makes

a perfect holiday present

By Irene Toto
CEO Clay Behavioral Health Center

CLAY COUNTY — It's no secret that the
holiday  season
can be stressful,
exhausting and [
even depressing. |
For many people, [
the  dissonance
between Hall-
mark  Channel
expectations and
personal reality
is crushing — and
several years of
a pandemic, ac-
companied by an
opioid epidemic plus economic and po-
litical upheaval, has only made things
WOrse.

Fortunately, there is a silver lining to
the holiday cloud. Whether you are feel-
ing the strain yourself or reaching out to
help friends and neighbors weather the
holiday blues, you will probably interact
with more folks than usual over the next
few weeks, and those encounters can be
the greatest gift of the holidays.

Social interaction has enormous ben-
efits for both our state of mind and our
physical health. Study after study shows
that the strongest predictors of quality
of life, mental acuity and longevity re-
volve around other human beings.

Exercise and “clean eating” are much
lower on the scale than relationships —
and close ties are important, but so are
more casual connections such as greet-
ing your mail carrier or chatting with the
barista at your favorite coffee shop.

Irene Toto

Just as importantly, increased so-
cial activity at this time of year gives
us more opportunities to converse with
friends, neighbors and family members.
Whether it’s dinnertime dialogue, pre-
paring holiday treats, or visiting at the
annual company party, the season gives
us chances to not only catch up but to
also gauge how people are really feeling.

Being together gives us a chance (o
ask “How are you doing?” with genu-
ine curiosity — and then follow up if a
friend, family member — even a stranger
— doesn’t seem to be doing well. Some-
times, people will be surprisingly candid
about their state of mind. Other times,
the conversation is a little less direct. In
either case, gatherings provide oppor-
tunities to talk. And talking can be the
first step in connecting folks with mental
health care that can make a world of dif-
ference.

It you feel uncomfortable having
those talks or encounter someone in dire
need of help — such as a person contem-
plating suicide — those conversations
can feel difficult, if not impossible.

Fortunately, there are proven tech-
niques that promote constructive re-
sults, and a local initiative called Talk-
able Communities provides free mental
health training to help.

TC is a collaboration among five be-
havioral health providers in six North
Florida counties.

Based on the idea that it takes a vil-
lage to promote mental and emotional
well-being, they offer three courses.
Two of them specifically address how to
aid young people at risk for mental ill-

SEE CONVERSATION, 5

Word of the Week is a feature that aims
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a
sentence.

Stemwinder: (STEM-WIYN-der) a
noun that means an interesting or rousing
speech.

“The candidate for the city council de-
livered a stemwinder so powerful, it in-
stantly raised it poll numbers.”

This Week
in History

Five years ago, 2017

e County commissioners may get an
89% pay increase to help push their sala-
ries to the same levels as other counties.

e Ground is broken for St. Johns Classi-
cal Academy on Fleming Island.

e Two-time Grammy award winning jazz
drummer Ulysses Owens Jr. holds a clinic
at Oakleaf Junior High.

10 years ago, 2012

e Tow truck driver Napoleon Ballard of
Keystone Heights is killed when he became
trapped under the front tire of a pickup
truck he was towing.

e Despite a rejection from the planning
commission, the BCC moved forward to al-
low digital billboards.

e Mary Ann McCall of Fleming Island is
charged with taking at least $50,000 from
victims after she told them she needed
help paying her bills because she was dy-
ing of cancer.

20 years ago, 2002

e The Board of County Commission-
ers and the School Board work to create a
draft of an ordinance to levy school impact
fees to keep pace with growth.

e Kellie Jo Kilberg is hired to run the
Clay County Economic Development Coun-
cil and Clay County Development Author-
ity.

e Students at Doctors Inlet Elementary
present a multi-cultured program called
“Christmas on Candy Cane Lane.”

30 years ago, 1992

e The first-degree murder trial for An-
drew Clemons ends in a hung jury. Clem-
ons was accused of killing Orange Park
Winn-Dixie assistant manager Kevin Baker
during a robbery.

SEE HISTORY, 5

Send us a letter ...

Wed like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county commission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be
clear and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this
page are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today.
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Letter to the editor

Band parent applauds Clay Today’s coverage of high school bands

Editor:

Thank you for your wonderful coverage
of the state band competition and the awe-
some performance of our local high school
bands.

Fach week when I see several pages
covering high school sports, [ wonder why
the accomplishments of our young musi-
cians are not given more acknowledgment.
Our young athletes certainly deserve rec-
ognition, but so do our young musicians.
They put in just as many hours learning
their skills, perhaps more. They all prac-
tice at home to learn their individual in-
struments. Then they practice marching
during the summer months as noted in
your article.

And after marching season is over, they
dive into concert season.

Band is year-round. These students
learn a skill, but they also learn teamwork

and sportsmanship, just as the athletes do.
Having been to many band competitions
over the years, I have noted that these
kids for the most part are incredibly well-
mannered and well-behaved. I have many
times heard kids from one band comple-
menting the performance of another band.

There is competition, but there is also
a shared love of music and the ability to
appreciate the abilities of the competitors.
[ would challenge you 1o go to one or more
of their Christmas or spring concerts and
cover that in an article. It may not be as
showy as a performance on a football field,
but it takes every bit as much work, skill
and dedication.

We have a fantastic music program in
the Clay County schools, at the elementary,
junior high, and senior high levels. They
deserve 1o be seen.

Carol Norman

ness, substance use and suicide. The third
— “Question. Persuade. Refer."—teaches
participants how o recognize the warn-
ing signs of a suicide crisis at any age, and
then help that person get appropriate help.

You can find more information about
the TC partners and course offerings on-
line at TalkableCommunities.org

With rates of depression and anxiety
rising throughout our region, and suicide

becoming a leading cause of death in our
nation, we all need to step up and help con-
nect our neighbors, co-workers and loved
ones with the resources they need to be
safe and feel better. If the holiday season
makes that easier, it will truly be a gift for
all concerned.

With more than 30 years of experience
in the mental health field, Irene M. Toto,
LMHC, is CEO of Clay Behavioral Health
Center, a partner in the Talkable Communi-
ties Initiative.

History

e The Orange Park High football team
loses to Manatee, 37-17, in the Class 5A
semifinals.

e Bikers participate in a Harley Christ-
mas to collect toys during its Toy Fun Run
project.

40 years ago, 1982

e Talmadge Stuckey reluctantly is ap-
proved for a 52-unit apartment complex in
Green Gove Springs.

e County Property Appraiser Mickey
Murray said the county will lose about
$400.000 after the state’s Supreme Court
strikes down the five-year requirement to
qualify for $25,000 homestead exemption.

e The school board decides to call ele-
mentary school “C” Ridgeview Elementary.

Florida’s Morrisroe’s work to be featured at

SJRSC’s Palatka campus

PALATKA — University of Florida Pro-
fessor in the School of Art and Art History
Julia Morrisroe’s current project, “Good
Life,” will be on display at St. Johns River
State College’s Florida School of the Arts
Main Gallery on the St. Johns River State
College campus in Palatka.

Julia Morrisroe’s current project was
developed from an examination into the
question of how the “Good Life” is en-
shrined in public art and commemorative
monuments. The question framed a course
Morrisroe was teaching that delved into
the fraught history regarding confederate

monuments, which was brought to national
attention by the white nationalist’s at-
tack in Charlottesville, the visit of Richard
Spencer to the University of Florida and
the removal of a confederate monument
from a local county courthouse.

“This research resonates with my long
interest in medieval religious iconography
and how images are used to embed mean-
ing in culture,” Morrisroe said. “With over
700 monuments still standing in public
spaces, I consider how monuments can
become vehicles for transformation rather
than agents of oppression and tyranny.”

Tolls

credit is earned.

There are no residency requirements
for SunPass, which means that the dis-
counts will also apply to snowbirds so long
as they meet the minimum number of trips.

In moving the bill during the Special
Session on property insurance, the Legis-
lature has agreed to fast-track a proposal
that DeSantis initially said would be a pri-
ority for the 2023 Regular Session.

[t also builds off a proposal DeSantis
announced last August called “SunPass
Savings.” Under the plan, customers with
two-axle vehicles receive a 20% credit to
their SunPass account if they incurred at
least 40 paid toll transactions in a month,
or a 26% credit to their SunPass account
if they incur at least 80 paid toll transac-
tions.

Florida toll facilities included in the

SunPass Savings program, according to
a staff analysis of SB 6A, include the Turn-
pike Mainline (SR 91/SR 821), Sawgrass
Expressway (SR 869), Alligator Alley,
Polk Parkway (SR 570), Sunshine Skyway
Bridge, Interstate 4 connector, Veterans
Expressway (SR 589), Suncoast Parkway
(SR 589), Beachline East (SR 528) MP
0-8, Beachline West (SR 528) MP 31-
46, Western Beltway (SR 429) MP 0-11,
Southern Connector Extension (SR 417)
MP 0-3, Seminole Expressway (SR 417)
MP 38-55 A/B, Wekiva Parkway (SR 429)
Mount Plymouth Rd to SR 46, First Coast
Expressway (SR 23), Garcon Point Bridge,
Pinellas Bayway and express lanes.

Christine Jordan Sexton is a Tallahas-
see-based health care reporter who [o-
cuses on health care policy and the poli-
tics behind it. Medicaid, health insurance,
workers” compensation, and business and
professional regulation are just a few of
the things that keep me busy.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Respiratory disorder

7. Bulgarian mountain peak

10. Group of important people
12. South American nation

13. Amazes

14. _ -Castell, makers of pens
15. Perlman and Seehorn are two
16. Early medieval alphabet

17. Legislator (slang)

18. Tasty crustacean

19. Course of action

21. Airborne (abbr.)

22. Permanent church appointment
27. Larry and CurlyOs pal

28. Famed American journalist
33. 12th letter of Greek alphabet
34. In a way, vanished

36. Afflict in mind or body

37. Egyptian Sun god

38. Source of the Blue Nile

39. Egyptian unit of weight

40. Be the source of pain

41. Esteemed award __ dOOr
44, Partner to pains

45. Deep blue

48. No longer living

49. Country in the UK

50. Not even

51. Arizona city

CLUES DOWN

1. Wager

2. Classical portico

3. Asaresult

4. Bird

5. A type of OSquadO

6. Autonomic nervous system
7. Dish with food on a stick
8. City northwest of Provo
9. C. European river

10. One out of jail

11. Henry Clay estate

12. Heathen

14. Refrained

17. Parts per billion (abbr.)

18. OThe StrangerO author
20. Not old

23. Periods of starvation

24. Language of tribe in India
25. Savings account

26. Pitching stat

29. Megabyte

30. Ribonucleic acid

31. A place to put your feet
32. The fun part of a week

35. We all have our own

36. Partner to OoohedO

38. African nation

40. Breezed through

41. Sets out

42. Other

43. Not fattening

44. OMuch __about nothingO
45. Central Time

46. Former EU monetary unit
47. Charles S. Dutton sitcom
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J.P. Hall Christmas Party to hrmg hollday cheer to local children

Event starts at 9 a.m.
Saturday at Clay County
Fairgrounds

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — The hard work is
done. Now comes the fun part.

Volunteers with J.P. Hall Children’s
Charities will host their 415 Christmas
Party Saturday morning at the Clay County
Fairgrounds with hopes of answering the
dreams and needs of more than 1,000 chil-
dren.

After gathering up toys and donations
for months, the nonprofit happily will give
it all away so children will wake up with
toys under the Christmas tree.

While the first bag of toys will be dis-
tributed at 9, cars will get in line hours in
advance to be the first to drive thru the
Cattleman's Arena. Every Clay County child
14 and younger will get a bag of three new
toys and the opportunity to pick out a bi-
cycle and one used toy.

The struggling economy and higher
prices have put a squeeze on holiday bud-
gets, said charities CEO Virginia Hall.

“People who are struggling with the cur-
rent economics of our country,” she said.

Each bag of toys costs about $35, so

residents can make donations at jphall-
charities.com. “When someone donates
$35 for one bag of toys, that’'s wonderful,”
Hall recently said.

Treat them to something special with a gift card
from The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club.
It’s the gift that’s everything you could want for them and everything

they desire. Call us today at 904.273.7700, come see us at The Spa,
or shop from anywhere at pvspa.com.

To make it happen, the charity that's
committed year-round to improving the
lives of underprivileged children of Clay

County relies on donations. Hall, the char-
ity's CEO, said the need for services during
the holidays has never been greater.

Last year, more than 1,100 children
received toys. That number is expected to
increase on Saturday, Hall said.

HCA Florida Orange Park Hospital and
Clay Chamber recently hosted its annual
Christmas Luncheon at the Hilltop Res-
taurant in Orange Park to collect toys and
money for the Children’s Charities Christ-
mas Party. The event was sold out and hun-
dreds of toys were added to the thousands
that were already collected or purchased.

Toys will be divided into age-appropri-
ate categories for boys and girls. The event
is open to Clay County children and the
child must be in the car. The gates to the
fairgrounds will close promptly at noon,
Hall said, but every child already in line
will get toys.

Entertainers perform Christmas carols
for the enjoyment of both the volunteers
and the participants.

The charity is committed year-round
to improving the lives of underprivileged
children of Clay County. Hall said the need
for services during the holidays has never
been greater.

In partnership with the Clothes Closet
in Orange Park, families also can get free
clothing.

Florida Supervisor of Elections
offering scholarship money

For Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The Florida
Supervisors of Elections Association will
offer four $1,200 scholarships in 2023
to college students majoring in Political
Science, Public or Business Administra-
tion or Journalism/Mass Communications.
Clay County Supervisor of Elections, Chris
H Chambless, encourages all eligible stu-
dents to apply.

This scholarship is open to Clay County
registered voters who have been enrolled
or accepted in a Florida college or univer-
sity as a full-time student and who is at
least a junior. To be eligible, the student

must maintain a “C” average or better and
have been a resident of Florida for the pre-
vious two years.

The deadline to apply for a scholarship
is March 10. Applications are available on-
line at ClayElections.gov or may be picked
up from the Clay County Supervisor of
Elections office, 500 N. Orange Ave.

Applications must be submitted to the
elections office of the county in which the
applicant is registered to vote. Each coun-
ty will select one finalist to send to the FSE
Scholarship Committee for consideration.

If you have questions or need more
information, please call (904) 269-6350
or visit ClayElections.gov your source for
verified election information.

904-269-5444

*INTERIOR DESIGN CLASS/Q&A
1st & 3rd Saturday Each Month
10am til 12pm ¢ Refreshments Served

ORANGE PARK
'FURNITURE

“Sols like »

*In-Home consultations are available at an hourly fee.

1329 PARK AVENUE | www. orangeparkfurmture com
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Crews started the project more than two
years ago.

Baptist Medical Center Clay:

From conception
to completion

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND — Two years ago, Bap-
tist Medical Center Clay existed only on
blueprints and imaginations.

Now it's just a handful of days away
from serving the medical needs of the
community.

Baptist announced its plan to build a
300,000-square-foot, full-service hospi-
tal on Jan. 22, 2020.

Two years ago, Baptist Medical Center Clay
President Darin Roark pointed where the
new hospital would be built.

During the announcement, Baptist
Clay President Darin Roark said, “Clay
County residents tell us they need more
hospital-based health care services
close to where they live and work. Hav-
ing a full-service hospital nearby will
eliminate the need for travel while pro-
viding the medical expertise that Bap-
tist Health is known for.”

Days later, Roark stood in the park-
ing lot of the Emergency Center and
visualized where and what the hospital
would be.

The first bulldozer belched black
smoke and started clearing the lot

SEE CLAY, 20
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The final beam was put in place on Sept.
31,2021. Fourteen months later, the
hospital is ready to accept patients.

Bantist New 102-bed hospital will provide contemporary care in Clay County

from page 1

took a much-needed deep breath.

His dream of building an intricate, yet
contemporary, the medical facility was, at
long last, at the finish line. Except for buff-
ing out a few scuff marks, laying sod and
fluffing pillows, the work is done. And that
means Roark could finally slow down.

His mind has been filled with ideas,
plans and challenges since hospital and
county officials broke ground on the $235
million project that also included trans-
forming the old VyStar building west of the
hospital into a health center.

“I usually get about two hours of sleep,”
Roark said while walking through the hos-
pital two days before the ribbon cutting. I
get up and go running for about an hour and
then I'm here. I've been running on adrena-
line. This project is personal.”

Roark is the hospital president. He's
walked through the site since the first
scoop of dirt was moved and the first nail
was driven. He's been down every hallway
and checked behind every door since con-
struction workers started framing the 102
patient rooms. The plans are committed to
memory so all work stayed on target.

During his daily tours, he tries to thank
every worker and employee for their hard
work. The praise generally is followed by
a handshake. Portions of the Baptist Clay
are already operational. The laboratory has
been open for more than a week. The phar-
macy is ready to go. Nurses and technicians
have spent the last few weeks in training,
often sharing the same hallways with men in
yellow vests and hard hats who were mak-
ing sure every wall was straight and sound.
Except for rooms in maternity and neonatal
intensive care units for twins, every room at
Baptist Clay is private. Roark and unit nurs-
es said both units for newborns will allow
babies to get the most contemporary care
available. “It is amazing in every way,” said

Sarah Surrency. “We can’t wail to have our
first delivery here. We are eager to (hope-
fully) get started on the 20th, and we've got

GETYOUR
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great staff, and great experience — all the
things we're going to have an amazing story
to tell here about the display.”

Surrency said unless there are compli-
cations, the baby and mother aren’t sepa-
rated until they are discharged. Each room
has a fold-out bed, a full bathroom, a safe,
a refrigerator for the family, a refrigerator
for baby milk and a large-screen television.

“That’s what's beautiful about it. We
want the bonding to take part from the
minute that baby comes out of the womb,”
she said. “We are going to have skin-to-skin
care bonding. The entire stay, there is no
moving and shuffling of departments when
that baby’s delivered. Mama and baby stay
together and they stay

in the same room.”

If there are complications, NCIU is next
door. “We're just so blessed with this tech-
nology,” supervisor Letitia Croce. “This is
brand new. To me, and I've been in NICU for
almost 15 years, this is the best of the best.
We have so much of the newest that I'm a

STAFF PHOTS BY DON COBLE
Baptist Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Nursing Supervisor Letitia Croce has worked in NICA for
15 years, but she is amazed by the technology and care at the new hospital.

little speechless. I'm super excited to be a
part of it.”

The health place next door also has sev-
eral available services. Just last week, the
Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medicine Cen-
ter where healing is possible for even the
most complex wounds.

The Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medi-
cine Center at Baptist Clay provide com-
prehensive care to patients with chronic
or acute wounds, foot ulcers, venous insuf-
ficiency, diabetic ulcers, wounds caused by
radiation, trauma and more.

Eventually, health place will be home to
Baptist doctors, as well as meeting rooms
for classes, healthy living programs and
other medical services. The new hospital
cost $175 million, Roark said, and with the
conversion of health place, “We're all in at
$235 million.”

There currently are 585 employees and
Roark said that soon will grow to 600. And
with it comes a shift in challenges from
building a hospital to running one.

y;RE-CERTIFY BY PHONE! Egllble:
NO NEED TO LEAVE I-IQME' fow

RE- CERTIIilCAT)C)NS

ﬂmllable
DO YOU HAVE...

Stress & anxiety from the Coronavirus?
CaIItoday for a PTSD evaluation.

No medical records,

NO PROBLEM.

Visit us at

www.CMMDR.com

CERTIFIED=
MARIJUANA

' .DOCTORS

ORANGE PARK 920 BLANDING BLVD., SUITE 4 ¢ 904 420 0044
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Veterans to be honored
throughout Clay during
Wreaths Across America

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY - Last year's Wreaths
Across America was especially stressful
for Tina Bullock, she felt the pressure of
taking over for Joan Jones, the wreaths
scheduled for Keystone Heights Cemetary
didn’t arrive until the morning of the event.

What kept Bullock grounded, though,
was the purpose of the day — to remem-
ber our fallen U.S. veterans, to honor those
who served and to teach children the value
of freedom.

“What I realize now is how did (Jones)
get all of this done? She certainly was dedi-
cated and what she accomplished is amaz-
ing,” Bullock said.

Although Bullock ran last year's cer-
emony, Jones still had a seat on the main
stage. Jones, who brought Wreaths Across
America to Keystone Heights in 2011, died
on Oct. 26. She was 95.

One of the 500 wreaths at the cemetery
will be placed in her honor.

Ceremonies also are scheduled for
Magnolia Cemetery in Orange Park, Jack-
sonville Memory Gardens in Orange Park
and Hardage-Giddens Holly Hill Memorial
Park in Middleburg. Wreaths also will be
placed with veterans' gravemarkers at
Middleburg Methodist Church on Sunday.

Saturday’s programs will start at noon.

At Magnolia Cemetery, Mayor Randy
Anderson will lead the town's observance
at the Veteran's Memorial Wall.

Guests are asked to bring a lawn chair
as seating will be limited. Parking will be
at the First Baptist Church at 1140 King-
sley Avenue.

Wreaths Across America was first in-
spired when 12-year-old Morrill Worcester
won a trip to the nation’s capital. He later
recognized his success as a businessman
was, in large part, due to the values of this
nation and the veterans who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for their country.

VOO
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Worcester had a surplus of wreaths in
1992 and he placed them on graves at Ar-
lington Cemetery. Thirty years later, mil-
lions of wreaths have been distributed.

Bullock ordered 609 wreaths this year,
and they arrived on Monday. Of those,
73 were given to Middleburg Methodist
Church and others were made available for
Amvets Post 86 in Keystone Heights.

Bullock said nearly 8,000 wreaths have
been dedicated to Keystone Heights in the
last 12 years. She said her most-pressing
cost is new wire stands. The Lake Region
Kiwanis gave her a mini-grant to buy new
stands this year, and they were placed on
the graves days in advance.

“(Former Clay County Commissioner
and Ret. U.S. Marine) Gayward Hendry
will be our guest speaker,” Bullock said.
“We really want to child children involved
so Keystone Heights Elementary will sing;
Keystone Heights High JROTC and the
American Heritage girls will be there, too.

“We want to make sure our young peo-
ple are aware of the service of our veter-
ans.”

Bullock said there will be extra wreaths
in case they missed a veteran.

“I always worry we're going to miss
somebody,” she said.

At least she has plenty of wreaths if she
needs them. And they got there on time.
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Shawn Ray Taylor

Shawn Ray Taylor, 48, of Bryceville, FL,
passed away December 6, 2022.

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com. Ar-
rangements are under the care of Broad-
us-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring St.,
Green Cove Springs, F1 32043. (904) 284-

4000
@roadu.?’\h
%aines b

Funeral Home
‘www.broadusraines.com

Bonnie Jean Landry

Bonnie Jean Landry, 91, of Orange
Park, FL, passed away December 9, 2022

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care
of Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.
(904) 284-4000

3
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Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

One convenient location, hecause it's important for family to he together at a difficult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today's prices - 0% financing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com

111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

Funeral & Cremation Services Funeral Home

Traditional, Church & Graveside Services 904-264-1233

* Pre-Need & Insurance www.BivensFuneralHome.com

Arrangements . N
« World Wide Shipping 529 Kingsley Ave ¢ Orange Park

e Caskets & Urns
* Pre-Planning
e Cremation

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982

p - o Law Office
Locally Owned With A SRALOL NG SUEEY SODE) 1543 Kingsley Ave. * Orange Park
. , FUNERAL HOME
Tradition of Service F 904-264-3412
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Shop with a Gop

Green Cove Spring Poli
12 children on a shopp

FLEMING ISLAND - Twelve children not only got the thrill of arriving at the Walmart
Supercenter on Fleming Island with a poli
filled. The Green Cove Springs Police Department invited 12 children to cookies and
hot chocolate to their headquarters, and from there they road a bus provided by

Springs Church with police cruisers using

was given $140 to spend, and each had an officer escorting them through the store,

police chief John Guzman said.

Community Briefs

PHOTOS
COURTESY OF
GREEN COVE
SPRINGS POLICE
DEPARTMENT

ce Department take
ing spree at Walmart

ce escort, the left with a lot of the wish list

the red and blue flashing lights. Each child

=AMERICAN

LEGION

Green Cove Animal Hospital col-
lecting items for Food Pantry of
Green Cove Springs

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - The Green Cove
Springs Animal Hospital will be collecting
nonperishable food to help feed the commu-
nity, and it is offering discounts for every item
donated.

The hospital at 3363 US. Highway 17
will accept items like canned fruits and veg-
etables, soups, meats and peanut butter. For
each item, the hospital will apply a $1 credit
toward future invoices at the hospital.

At the end of the drive, the food will be
delivered to the Food Pantry of Green Cove
Springs.

Thrasher-Horne: Show
memorabilia, gift certificates a
perfect Christmas gift

ORANGE PARK -Signed posters, flyers and
banners from recent acts at the Thrasher-
Horne Center are on sale at the center’s box
office at 483 College Dr. in Orange Park.

The money will go to the Thrasher-Horne
Center Annual Fund to provide financial as-
sistance for future programs.

Included in the items are items from Craig
Morgan, comedian Bill Engvall, Diamond Rio,
Electric Light Orchestra Experience, LeAnn

POST 250

Rimes, Michael W. Smith, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band,
Pete the Cat, Ricky Nelson Remembered, The
Marshall Tucker Band, The Young Irelanders
and Beautiful: The Carole King Musical.

[tems range from $5 to $50, and they can
only be picked up at the center. The center
also is selling tickets and gift certificates to
upcoming shows. For more information, call
(904) 276-6815 or visit thcenter.org.

In Sponsorship with
d They,

g ” Ll _ /// y)

NDRTHEAST FLORIDA
After-school programs underway
at Augusta Savage Museum and
Mentoring Center

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Although classes
already have started, officials at the Augusta
Savage Museum and Mentoring Center are
still accepting students for its after-school
programs.

Classes include Art Workshop with Bar-
bara Cornett on Thursdays (through Dec. 15),
Introduction in Dance by Leslee Bryan on
Tuesdays (through May 25), Dress for Success
by Felecia Hampshire on Thursdays (through
Nov. 10), Reading Tutoring by Cynthia Reese
on Wednesdays (through November), Math
Tutoring by Lucy Conrad on Tuesdays or
Thursdays (through May), Counselor Tammy
Rowson on Tuesdays, Dance by La'Farrah Da-
vis on Mondays (through May 25).

More classes may be added to accommo-
date enroliment.
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Chili cookoff hetween first
responders, veterans brings
heat to Shane’s fight against leukemia

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND — If there's one thing
first responders and veterans know, it's
how to make chili. But who makes the
best? Cops? Firefighters? EMTS? Emergen-
cy Management? Former soldiers”?

What makes a good chili? Should it be
spicy? What about beans? Are there secret
ingredients — folks in Cincinnati add choco-
late — that make a difference?

Sunday’s chili cookoff at Whitey’s Fish
Camp will help provide some answers — all
while helping a local boy, Shane, who is
battling leukemia.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office, Fire
Rescue, Emergency Management, Schools
District and the Schools District, Green
Cove Springs and Orange Park police de-
partments to join with Waymaker GIs and
Operation Barnabas to support the fund-
raiser.

The first bowl will be filled at 2 p.m. and
the taste fest won't end until 4 p.m., and it
costs $10 to be one of the lucky tasters.

The agencies involved, however, lit a
fire in the competition long before the first
burner was turned on.

“Firefighters know food and we definite-
ly know a thing or two about heat!,” said
acting Fire/Rescue Chief David E. Motes.
“Clay County Department of Public Safety
looks forward to squaring off against the
competition and especially so with our Law
Enforcement brothers and sisters.”

Green Cove will send three different
entries, according to chief John Guzman.

“I won't have one,” he said. “Nobody
would want to eat my chili.”

Raylan Heck is the lead officer for Op-
eration Barnabas. That group is dedicated
to providing homeless veterans and their
families with housing and food, while help-
ing to prevent suicide and providing spiri-
tual encouragement.

“Operation Barnabas is a Charity that
helps veterans,” Heck said. “The root word

Palagio

Senior Living

Live the Good Life®

County first responders and veterans have
rallied around Nathan and his fight against
leukemia.

for Charity is Love. We are gonna win the
Chili Cookoff because we are gonna make
our chili with Love. Plus the Secret is it's
my Grandmothers recipe, so there is that.”

Clay County District School Police
aren’t backing down, either.

“We are going to win because we have
a team member bringing his Buffalo, New
York, recipe that is out of this world,” Chief
Kenneth Wagner said. “The secret, it's
made with grit and love for our Clay County
Students.

“(Our) team, ‘Not So Silent Night Chili
Cooking Team’ is putting our best to the
test.”

The Division of Emergency Manage-
ment is used to responding to disasters, so
there are times when a good bowl of chili
becomes their lifeblood.

“Emergency Managers are tasked daily
with pulling calm out of crisis — making
order out of chaos — but as (philosopher
Friedrich) Nietzsche was credited to have
said, ‘Gazing into the eyes of the beast, one

MEMORY CARE

From left, Kenneth Wagner, Raylan Heck, David Motes, Michelle Cook, John Guzman, Nathan's
friend Alyssa Pfeifer and Whitey's bar manager Jerry Byrd will compete in a chili cookoff Sunday
at Whitey's to raise money for Nathan's fight against leukemia. The cost is $10 a taster.
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By Mike Ladd

Emergency Managers (EM) are tasked daily
with pulling calm out of crisis —
making order out of chaos — but as
Nietzsche was credited to have said,
“gazing into the eyes of the beast,
one should be careful not to become

the beast” Who better than EM to release

the "beast”in the spirit of our White Chicken

Chili?

Additionally, our world-famous (okay,
pretty famous in our house) chili will be
prepared and served by Team America
EM - an all-star team that has a

2 childhood cancer survivor (3 years
post-treatment) on board that truly
understands how important this
eventis.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

should be careful not to become the beast.’
Who better than EM to release the ‘beast’
in the spirit of our White Chicken Chili?”
said deputy director Mike Ladd.
“Additionally, our world-famous (OK,
pretty famous in our house) chili will be
prepared and served by Team America
[EM — an all-star team that has a childhood
cancer survivor (three years post-treat-
ment) on board that truly understands how
important this event is. While winning is
probably a given based on the incredibly
tasty and high quality of our chili, being

Reasons Why The Emergency Management Chili Will Be The BEST Chili

While winning is probably a given based
on the incredibly tasty and high quality
of our chili - being part of this incredible
Community effort to help Shane and his
family in this fight is clearly job number onel!

part of this incredible Community effort to
help Shane and his family in this fight is
clearly job number one!”

Despite being the smallest law enforce-
ment agency in the county, the Orange
Park Police Department is happy to stand
toe-to-toe when any agency when it comes
to chili.

“OPPD’s Nicest whip up the Meanest
chili,” said Lt. Cody Monroe. “The ‘OPPD’
proprietary blend chili is sure to be having
judges asking for more and may just raise
the most money for Shane!”

Furnished Options

AVAILABLE NOW!

Transitioning to a senior living apartment can be
overwhelming. From coordinating a move,
to selling a home and even unpacking!

Let us HELP!

TOUR today to learn about more about the
FULLY FURNISHED, MOVE-IN READY apartments
available to move into TOMORROW!

Call us at 904-639-4700 to schedule your appointment!

1525 Kingsley Ave | Orange Park, FL 32073 | (904) 955-9488 | www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com  ALF License # 13475 é\@
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homicide department at the Orange Park
Police Department a few weeks before offi-
cers were called to the 500 block of Loring
Avenue after somebody reported hearing
gunshots.

When they arrived, they found Nissan
Maxima crashed into
a tree at the inter-
section of Loring and
Plainfield Avenue.
The driver, 27-year-
old Jillian Marie Ber-
rios was slumped be-
hind the wheel. She
died after being taken
to Orange Park Medi-
cal Center. The pas-
senger was injured
by flying glass.

There are aspects
of the shooting that
are certain.  Two
unknown Black men
approached the car
from behind shortly
after 5:30 a.m. and one
of them fired five times
into the car.

The man walked back
to what investigators be-
lieve was a red Chevrolet
Aveo and drive away with
another Black man.

They know the women
were celebrating a friend’s
birthday by spending the
night dancing. Their last stop
was at the Taboo Bar and Grill
on Atlantic Boulevard in Jack-
sonville. When they left the
parking lot, the red Aveo also
pulled away and followed them
back to Orange Park. Sunrise was
still two hours away on Oct. 19,
2013, when Berrios took her final
breath — but before trying to stave
off the inevitable.

“When the suspect vehicle pulled up
behind her, the person exited the vehicle
from behind her and approached the pas-
senger side of the car,” Monroe said. “And
then five rounds went through the window
of the passenger side, missing the passen-
ger but striking the driver.

“She was able to put it in gear, but
the problem was she was at the end of
the parking lot. So she had to do like a
2.3-point turn to get turned around to
come back out, but she started losing con-
sciousness and then drove off and crashed
across the street on Loring Avenue. That's
where we found her.”

Monroe is one of several detectives
who've worked the case. Each hoped to
find something that went unnoticed. Noth-
ing was too insignificant or small.

Their investigation led them to believe
Berrios wasn't involved in drug or gang ac-
tivities, but she often hung out with those
who were in it.

“Despite all the interviews and all the
background checks that we did on her, the

Jillian Berrios

The Orange Park Police Department put a significant focus on

people she associated with she tended to
hang out with a crew,” Monroe said. “I tru-
ly think she was, you know, a great human
being by all accounts and all her friends
and family. You know, tell her how you
know how good of a person she was.

“Everyone we spoke with during the
investigation told us Jillian, or Jilly Beans
is what they called her, was super loving
and big-hearted type person who would
give you the shirt off her back if anybody
needed help.”

So why was she killed? Why did two
men follow the women for 23 miles, ap-
proach the car, shoot five times and drive
away?

“There were all different kinds of ru-
mors swirling around the investigation,”
Monroe said. “Some of the people that
were involved in the investigation were re-
lated to the Latin King Gang, Bloods Gang.
There was narcotics activity that was kind
of uncovered during our investigation, so
there were a lot of different directions this
case took us. Bul at the end of the day,
there was just not the physical evidence at

locating the Chevrolet Aveo the two suspects drove. Detectives
checked with rental car companies and other police departments
from several states during the investigation.

the time to key us in on a specific suspect.”

Monroe said some of the witnesses
seemed to be trolling for information dur-
ing interviews.

“There were times where when they
would have someone come in and talk to
the police, and it felt like they were inter-
rogating us to see what we knew some-
times,” Monroe said.

Although Berrios was murdered nine
years ago, a lot of the details are still fresh
in Monroe’s mind. And he promised not to
stop looking for the people responsible for
the crime.

“The case has been left active since its
beginning. Police department detectives
have not stopped investigating this case,”
he said. “Again, like I mentioned earlier, a
detective remains assigned to this homi-
cide and is still working on new leads and
new technology that may assist in solving

$3,000 REWARD If you call ANONYMOUSLY @
to Crimestoppers at 1 (866) 845-8477

Mother Murdered!
How Can U Help?

A$3,000 reward is being offered for
any information leading to an arrest of the
shooter(s) of Jillian M. Berrios. Call
Crimestopers @ 1 (866) 845-8477

NO need to GIVE A NAME.

You will get a tip number and with that
number you can tell them where to deposit

the $3$$$$$8$! [ts that simple!
If this was your child, friend or loved one,
wouldn’t you want people to help? Make a difference and call.
You can also call Orange Police Dept. @904-264-5555 ?
s P

No information is too small. HELP US UNDERSTAND WHY
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HAVE YOU SEEN A SIMILAR CAR? POLICE are looking for a RED 2004-
2010 Chevy Aveo Hatchback (similar to the ones pictured below)
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this case. There's always new things that
come out new information, a new technol-
ogy that we can explore to use.”

Monroe hopes the community has the
same determination to find justice for the
mother of two.

“We plead to the public that there’s any-
thing they can do to help us in this case,
any bit of information. I think it’s impor-
tant to contact us because we absolutely
want to bring her killer to justice. This one
truly comes down to somebody calling us
and saying hey, ‘We have this information
we think it might help you.” Even if it’s the
most unsuspecting piece of information,
even if it’s the littlest piece of information
that might be something we didn’t hear or
didn’t get back then that could make the
difference in these cases.”

To report information about the Jillian
Berrios case, call the Orange Park Police
Deparment at or the Florida Department of
Law Enforcement at (850) 410-7000.

CAPTURE A MEMORY!

Santa has arrived and is waiting to take
a special photo with your family.

Visit OrangeParkMall.com for hours, location and special events!

ORANGE PARK
MALL
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Hospice volunteers provide soothing comfort, friendship for terminally ill

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK - Lives can be uplifted by
volunteers at Haven-Custead Hospice Care
Center for the terminally ill, but it can be
an emotionally stresstul job.

What compels someone to volunteer to
visit hospice patients? After all, it takes
a particular type of person to open up to
such an experience. Getting close to some-
one who is dying may seem like a hope-
less relationship, but these relationships
do matter.

Patients in hospice are faced with the
hardest part of dying — how they lived, or
perhaps, how they haven't. At the end of
life, many begin to ask questions like, “Was
it worth it? Did I matter? Did I have a pur-
pose? Did I make a difference? Did I live for
myself or others? Did I live courageously?”

Others are forced to reconcile with re-

Haven Hospice recently acknowledged local former volunteer Bettye Zowarka by creating an
award in her honor.

patient who lived on her own. She had ter-
minal cancer. Well, the volunteer came in
almost every week and they became pretty
good friends.”

After staying for several weeks, the vol-
unteer asked why she had no other visi-
tors.

“The woman told her that she had a
daughter who had not spoken to her in
30 years. So we were able to locate the
daughter and she came down to be with
her mother in her final moments. That pa-
tient died in her daughter’s arms,” Francis
said.

Volunteers can impact someone’s life,
no matter how brief. As a hospice volun-
teer, you not only bear witness to the last
days, sometimes the final hours, of a per-
son’s life and their stories.

[t gives patients meaning, comfort and
the courage to move on.

“Many of the volunteers are search-

grets they carried in life, which can weigh
tremendously on a person. Thankfully, they
don’t have to carry them alone.

“A lot of times volunteers get to hear
those stories, and they find out there are
some unresolved issues,” said Sandra

Francis, Haven Hospice volunteer and
training coordinator at Haven locations in
Orange Park and Jacksonville. “We had a

ing for purpose, as well,” said Francis. “To

SEE VOLUNTEER, 13

‘Angel Dog” Wyatt provides joy to hospice patients, families

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK — Sometimes solace come
in the form of a 40-pound Goldendoodle.

When Wyatt lies flat on the floor, his
greal wooly head between two enormous
paws, you could almost mistake him for a
white shag carpet, his fur so thick it nearly
covers his eyes.

Besides the occasional head tousels
and sleepy upward gaze at his beloved
owner, Wyatt is perfectly still, like a sleep-
ing giant.

“Wyatt will lay down in front of one
person, and they will ask me, ‘How did he
know? Can Wyatt pick out people who need
him the most?"” said Wyatt owner Leland
Taylor. “Dogs have a sense and pick on
stuff like that.”

Wyatt, who's known as the Angel Dog,
was certified as a Florida Therapy last
year, Taylor said.

Wyatt and Taylor have volunteered
nearly 500 hours at Haven-Custead Hos-
pice Care Center in Orange Park since
February. They visit the center every af-
ternoon. The sight of Wyatt and the touch
of his long shaggy white hair often bring

BRIDGE LESSONS Learn New Tricks.
A4

Beginning Bridge Lessons starting mid January 2023
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peace and joy to patients. He often visits in
the silver angel wings.

“The dog has been amazing. Lots of
times patients are hanging on o some-
thing. We're not sure why or what's hold-
ing them back, so the dog will put his paws
on the patient’s bed and nuzzle their hand,
giving them enough confidence to leave. It's
happened many times,” said the volunteer
and training coordinator Sandra Francis.
“They call him the Angel Dog.”

“Wyatt has been instrumental in help-
ing some patients who were slow (o transi-
tion, and this one particular patient, their
best friend who had been at his bedside,
told the family that the patient loved dogs,”
said Hospice Nurse Noni Harris. “Well,
Wyatt came into the room this particular
day. Her eyes opened just enough to see
his paws on the bed. She had the biggest
smile on her face, and then she died during
his visit at her bedside. She passed away
with Wyatt right there.”

Of course, saying goodbye is never
easy, but it’s easier knowing they passed
with a smile and love in their hearts.

“The family rejoiced. They were all so
grateful, and they came to my desk after-
ward and said it was Wyatl that guided her
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All materials provided
Taught by ABTA Master Teacher, Sharon Carter

Online lessons also available

904-343-5182 | bridgeteacher4u@gmail.com

to Heaven,” Harris said. “And there have
been other patients that Leoland and Wyatt
have also helped. Wyaltt is just so angelic
and gives such beauty in his sweet temper-
ament; everyone loves Lo see him.”

For centuries, Dogs have provided
comfort for the aggrieved. Many claim dogs
can sense when death is near through body
language cues, smells only they can detect,
or in other ways not yet known.

“We all have a belief in something. [
don’t think you could do this job without
it,” Harris said.

Taylor, however, isn't convinced his dog
has supernatural abilities.

“They were so thankful,” he said. “It
could be coincidental, but the family fully
believed that the dog pushed their fam-
ily member over to the next stage. Maybe
they're just looking for something to help
them let go — I don’t know. If it is coinci-
dental, that's fine; as long as it helps the
family members. That's why Wyatt and I
are here.”

Dogs have been used to provide comfort
not just in death but also in other difficult
times.

“It's not just about his visiting with the
patients and their families,” Harris said.
“He also helps the staff. It's a tough job.
You have to deal with many heavy, difficult

‘Angel Dog' Wyatt

times for patients, which can weigh on us
emotionally, 1t00.”

People are accepted into a hospice
program if they are terminally ill and have
less than six months to live. They are often

SEE ANGEL DOG, 13
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give back and be a part of their commu-
nity. When I talk to volunteers, I always ask
them what brought them to us, and gener-
ally speaking, they've had a family member
in hospice, or they just feel God's calling
to do this.”

Being there, talking, listening, hold-
ing someone’s hand, making phone calls
to family members and running errands,
these simple acts of kindness can make a
whole world of difference in the last mo-
ments of someone’s life.

“In the volunteering training, we go
through all the aspects of hospice, not the
clinical side of things, but emotional and
spiritual support,” Francis said. “As far
as volunteers go, we have about 35 at Or-
ange Park. Some of them do administrative
work. We have other volunteers that help
in our resale store, Haven Attic. As far as
patients are concerned, our volunteers are
there purely for companionship. They can
2o to their homes or here in the care cen-
ter.

For a complete list of volunteer oppor-
tunities, go to beyourhaven.org.

“We also have a program called ‘No One
Dies Alone,”™ Francis said.

NODA volunteers comfort patients in
care centers, facilities, and homes during
their last hours of life. “We have several

volunteers from that particular program
who sit at the bedside around the clock for
the last couple of days of the patient’s life.”

Volunteers can also create a legacy for
patients by engaging in activities including
taking hand photography, recording oral
histories and sewing memory quilts.

“This program is called Haven Legacy,”
she said. “For example, we have a volun-
teer who photographs patients” hands with
their families.”

Hands, Francis said, tell us the life that
a person has led — their talents, skills, how
they made their living and how they ex-
pressed their love for others.

“The face doesn't always look great at
the end of life, but hands have a story,” she
said.

Haven Legacy provides other compli-
mentary services to families in hospice
care, including life review videos, slide
shows of memorable family photos, mem-
ory bears, and written narratives of the
loved one’s life story, many of them led by
volunteer programs.

The program supports families with
meaningful mementos of the life of their
loved ones, free of charge. If you want to
volunteer, go to The Haven website, bey-
ourhave.org, to fill out an application or
speak with a volunteer coordinator about
those opportunities.

Be a story keeper, a confider, a com-
panion. It is never too late to give back.

from page 12

placed in a hospital or nursing home, but
some live at home. Hospice work provides
a wonderful opportunity to share time with
individuals in their final stages of life.

It's by no means an easy job, Harris
said.

“It’'s challenging, both physically and
emotionally,” she said. “You have to be
able to support the patient and their fami-
lies emotionally and help prepare them
for their next step. It's not an easy one for
anyone.

“When we have an outlet like Wyatt, it's

just tremendous.”

In addition to making home visits to pa-
tients, the delightful dog attends multidis-
ciplinary team meetings held at healthcare
agencies all around Clay Gounty.

“He goes to the hospital. He goes to the
school of the Deaf and Blind,” Taylor said.
“We go to the Alzheimer’s Center and Spe-
cial Needs Schools. We even volunteer at
the airport to help people calm down and
relax during stressful connecting flights.
Dogs really can do amazing things.”

If you and your pet want to get involved,
go to the Haven website, beyourhaven.org,
to fill out an application or speak with the
volunteer coordinator about other volun-
teer opportunities.

2CARPET MAN FLOORING

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

www.CarpetMan.biz

Holiday Hapb

From parades to parties to festive lights, there
will be enough holiday cheer to put a smile on
the grumpiest of all scrooges. If your organization
has a function planned for Christmas, feel free to
forward the information to don@claytodayonline.
com.

- The annual Parade of Trees and Santa’s
Mailbox will be at Spring Park in Green Cove
Springs. The mailbox will be available until Dec.
20, or children may send their letters to Santa’s
Elf at 321 Walnut St., while 160 trees decorated
by families, organizations and local businesses
will be on display until 10 p.m. nightly until Dec.
31.

- Letters to Santa can be left at the mail-
box at Keystone Heights City Hall at 555 S. Law-
rence Blvd. or at Johnny’s Bar-B-Q and Catering
at 7411 State Road 21 in Keystone Heights.

- Orange Park will host its Firetruck Parade
with Santa on Dec. 16 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

- Concert on the Green’s Cocoa and Car-
ols will be on Dec. 16 from 5-8 p.m. at River
Road and Kingsley Avenue. More than a dozen
Clay County schools are scheduled to perform
the sounds of the season. You can watch the
Firetruck Parade from the event, and free gift
wrapping will be available, along with addi-
tional entertainment and holiday vendors.

- Trans-Siberian Orchestra will bring their

enings;

“The Ghosts of Christmas Eve” show to the VyS-
tar Veterans Memorial Arena on Dec. 16 at 7:30
p.m. For tickets, visit ticketmaster.com.

- Cirque Musica: Holiday Wonderland will
be performed on Dec. 16 at the Florida Theater
in Jacksonville, 128 Forsyth St. For tickets, visit
www.CirgueMusica.com.

- Sweets with Santa will be served on Dec.
17 from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Women's Club of Key-
stone Heights, 6747 Woman's Club Dr. Everyone
is invited and children will be able to share
sweets with Santa and make crafts. There is no
charge, but donations are appreciated.

- The American Legion Post 250 Chil-
dren’s Christmas Party will be on Dec. 17 from
1-4 p.m. at 2608 Black Creek Dr. in Middleburg.
Photos with Santa will be available, as well as
gifts, pizza and drinks.

- The Apopka Drive Night of Lights will
be on Dec. 17 at 5 p.m. The street is located off
Farm Way behind the Silos Shoppes of Middle-
burg.

- The 40th annual J.P. Hall Children’s
Charities Party will be on Dec. 17 from 9 a.m -
noon at the Clay County Fairgrounds, Children
14 and younger will receive a bag of toys in the
drive-thru event at the Cattleman’s Arena. Chil-
dren must be in the car to receive toys. There is
no registration or sign-up for the event.

JAA opens military lounge at JAX Airport for holiday travel

JACKSONVILLE — The Jacksonville Avi-
ation Authority has opened a new military
lounge for active-duty service men and
women at Jacksonville International Air-
port prior to the start of popular travel hol-
idays such as Christmas and New Year's.

The Jacksonville International Airport
Military Lounge is located on the baggage
claim level at the site of the former USO.
The Authority refurbished and updated the
space while the North Jacksonville Rotary
Club, United Way of Northeast Florida's
Mission United and the Veterans Council of
Duval County helped to coordinate volun-

teers to staff the lounge.

“With Northeast Florida’'s deep ties to
the military community, having a designat-
ed lounge area for service men and women
was incredibly important to us,” JAA CEO
Mark VanLoh said. “So many service mem-
bers travel through our airport. We want-
ed them to have a space in our terminal
where they could feel at home.”

Anyone interested in volunteering at the
JAX Airport Military lounge can apply at
www.volgistics.com/appform/1353073576
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PHOTOS BY KYLIE CORDELL
Wild Things Exotic Animals has unique selection, including a crested gecko (top) and turtles
and alligators.
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Wild Things Exotic Animals:
Christmas gifts that slither, hiss, croak and grunt

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

MIDDLEBURG - So, your child wants a pet
for Christmas.

Most children ask for puppies and kit-
tens. The average child will beg their par-
ents for a pet at least 1,584 times before
the age of 18. Almost every parent has
heard, “But you won't have to do anything!”

But what aboul your not-so-average
child? What do you do when Timmy wants
a ball python for Christmas? Or a leopard
gecko? Even an alligator? Wild Things Ex-
otic Animals at 2500 Blanding Blvd, has
gol your little one with the weird wish list
covered this Christmas.

A family-owned business, Wild Things
prides itself on its boas, pythons, monitors,
geckos, amphibians, crocodilian, ferrets,
hedgehogs, chinchillas, skinny pigs, sugar
gliders and and more

“Ninety-nine percent all the animals in
the store are bred in-house by us,” owner
Matt Crews said. “By breeding the animals
ourselves, we have better control over the
health and quality of the animals we offer.
It's almost like creating a living artwork.”

In addition to the pet store, Crews
also has three 23-foot buildings where he
breeds ball pythons, boas and crocodiles,
S0 another 800 or more animals at their
private facilities.

“It’'s a tremendous amount of work but
an experience that's unmatched. Because
we breed most of them in-house, I see the
whole life cycle. It's just amazing,” he said.

Ball pythons are the most popular ani-
mal that he breeds and sells.

“They only get to about four feet,
they're very docile and come in every pat-
tern and color you can imagine, but we
breed everything from the leopard geck-
0s, king snakes and corn snakes,” Crews
said. “We also specialize in silver geckos,
one of three bloodlines in the county. We
also do a lot of tarantulas and scorpions.”
There are animals he doesn’t personally
breed.

“They are all captive bred. Breeding ta-
rantulas is extremely laborious, so we buy
them when they are very, very little and
raise them for about a year until they are
ready to be sold,” Crews said. “Tarantula
owners have come from all over the south
to see his eight-legged stock. We also sell
rhino iguanas.”

Crews said that while not exactly a lap
dog, the Rhino Iguana’s pudgy, scaly body
is perfect for cuddling up on the couch
and binge-watching your favorite holiday
movie.

“They are particularly known for being
affectionate and pet-like,” he said. “They
run over to you. They want to be held and
cuddled. They like certain people. They re-
ally pay attention to human behaviors and
emotions.”

You may be looking for something a lit-
tle smaller. Why not get a morning gecko?

“The staff is well educated and tells the
customers the good and bad up front. We
prefer not to sell to anyone who won’t be
able to take care of it. Each animal has a
range of needs; temperature that the animal
can thrive at is very important, different
spectrums of lighting for the reptiles,
humidity, space, all those things have to
come into play when buying exotic animals.
The environment itself is something that you
have to think about.”

— Matt Crews

“Morning geckos are pretty fascinat-
ing creatures. They are all female,” Crews
said. “They reproduce by cloning them-
selves. I started with just two, and now
we have three full colonies of hundreds of
geckos.”

Or, for your little gamer, a lovable,
round Pac-Man frog? They come in various
colors and are one of the easiest to main-
tain of all frogs. Plus, they eat everything
that fits in their mouth, hence pack man
frog. What child wouldn’t be entertained by
that?

Or you may be looking for something a
bit furrier.

“We have short-tailed possums for
Brazil, baby hedgehogs that we breed in-
house, guinea pigs, rabbits, sugar gliders,
chinchillas, skinny pigs ferrets,” Crews
said.

Admittedly, he doesn’t know as much
about mammals.

“We also take in any exotic animal that
needs a home that we have the licensing,
housing and ability to take in,” he said. “We
take them in and try to find them a new
home.”

Although Wild Things has a licensed
amnesty location by U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Crews prefers his pets to have a
forever home.

“The staff is well educated and tells the
customers the good and bad up front. We
prefer not to sell to anyone who won’t be
able to take care of it,” he said. “Each ani-
mal has a range of needs; temperature that
the animal can thrive at is very important,
different spectrums of lighting for the rep-
tiles, humidity, space, all those things have
to come into play when buying exotic ani-
mals. The environment itself is something
that you have to think about.”

While you may be scrambling to find the
perfect present for your little one, remem-
ber that Christmas is only one day a year.
Reptiles pose an average of a 10-15-year
commitment. During that time, they will
need food, health care, a clean environ-
ment, and larger habitats as they grow —
and that's putting it mildly, Crews said.

While lizards and snakes make excel-
lent pets, ensure your child is willing to
put in the effort to take care of their cold-
blooded new friend properly.



CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

December 15,2022 « CLAY TODAY 15

Firetruck Parade with Santa
to weave around Orange Park

Clay County Staff

ORANGE PARK - If you live in Orange Park,
you won't have to go far to watch the Fire-
truck Parade. In fact, you probably only
need to walk out your front door.

Friday’s parade will start at 6:30 p.m. at
the fire station at Town Hall. From there, it
will weave around the town streets, includ-
ing Doctors Lake Drive. Kingsley Avenue,
Gano Street, River Road, Wells Road, Holly
Point Road, Plainfield Avenue, Grove Park
Drive, Astor Street and Milwaukee Avenue.

Another prime location to watch the

festivities will be at River Road and King-
sley Avenue where Concert on the Green
will have performances from 16 Clay
County schools. The Cocoa and Carols will
start at 5 p.m. and end once the parade
passes.

Free gift wrapping will be offered, along
with additional entertainment and holiday
vendors.

Cocoa and Carols is sponsored by Con-
cert on the Green, the Gity of Orange Park
and Moosehaven.
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Construction on pace for new track at Keystone Heights High

By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — Keystone Heights
High is eagerly awaiting the completion of
its new track field.

“It's exciting. It needed to be done. It's
going to be a nice addition to our stadium,”
said athletics director Charles Dickinson.

The school’s original track field was
built in the late 1970s and had succumbed
to age and Florida’s harsh summers.

Before construction started, the track
had loose asphalt with clumps of grass
growing in the gaps and faded lanes which
made it unacceptable for competition.

Unlike the original track which was
just asphalt, the new track has a rubber
surface. Construction for the new track
consisted of removing the old track and
applying a special type of asphalt which
is compatible with the rubber surface. Af-

terward, the rubber surface and seal were
applied to the asphalt as a top layer. In ad-
dition, a new fence and sidewalk were built
to help protect the field.

The school is waiting for the final phase
of construction which involves the lanes
being painted.

“It should be done by January,”
principal Laurie Burke.

The new track is expected to bring
benefits such as school pride. In addition,
the school will be able to host track meets
which haven't been possible since 1998.

Once the track is complete, the school
plans to buy new equipment like carts,

said

hurdles and starting blocks to host future
track meets.

“Our goal, not for this track season but
hopefully the following track season, is to
be able to do something in regards to host-
ing a track meet,” Dickinson said.

The new track will bring the commu-
nity closer and provide more activities for
families to enjoy.

“You know in a small town like Key-
stone, it’s a big deal to go to one of these
events during the week,” Burke said. “I
mean it's kind of the thing to do here in
Keystone and you feel a sense of pride for
your whole community.”
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“Serving Loving Families &
“Preserving Living cMemories”

KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.

REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I.C.

2400 MADISON STREET
PALATKA, FL 32177
386.312.0444

www.flaggserenitychapel.com

THE
ULVER’S’
DELUXE

1767 Blanding Blvd
Middleburg, FL 32068
(904) 203-2071

NEVER FROZEN

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®

I Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. I

Not valid with any other offer. Value 1/200 cent. 9 |
e I 718-01/20 ||

Limit one coupon per person per visit.
- — — — — — — — — — -_

Electronic versions of this coupon are not accepted.

Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF MATTHEW MITCHELL

Several residents on Apopka Street are getting in on the fun by voluntarily hanging nearly 70,000 lights outside of their homes. Event founder, Matthew Mitchell, said thousands have passed by

his house during the event.

Drive-by lighting: Apopka Drive rejoicing holiday season

By Lee Wardlaw
lee@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG — On a big weekend leading
up to Christmas, the Orange Park South
neighborhood will celebrate its first big
holiday event: The Apopka Drive Night of
Lights.

The block-party-style Christmas event
will take place on Saturday, Dec. 17, from
5-8 p.m. on Apopka Drive behind the Silos
Shopping Center.

The family-friendly and fun affair will
be chock-full of activities and events that
children will enjoy, especially since Santa
and Mrs. will be in attendance, along with
other characters for a good Christmas sto-
ry, including the Grinch and Buddy the EIf.

The Clauses will pose at a driveway.
The North Pole's favorite couple will be
taking requests for photograph opportuni-
ties, along with, of course, hearing Christ-
mas wish lists from both the naughty and
nice children of Clay County who, along
with their older peers, go on to make the
community a special place.

But that’s not all. The event will include

food trucks, a petting zoo and favorite
Christmas-time drinks and snacks avail-
able for purchase such as hot chocolate,
cotton candy and popcorn

Food trucks will operate from 5-8 p.m.
and Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be onsite from
6-8 p.m.

Along with hearing wish lists and tak-
ing the time for photo opportunities that
should make for a great vintage shot years
down the road for families watching their
young children that grow up. The Clauses
also will be reading and reviewing hand-
written letters from children.

Just like a scene out of the North Pole,
a mailbox will be placed in the yard, with
children being asked to write letters. And
for photo opportunities, event organizers
have even erected a giant sleigh for chil-
dren and families to hop aboard, a testa-
ment further expressing the aurora of a
snowy village filled with toy-making elves.

“We have a mailbox put up in the yard,
where kids can put the letters that they
write. You'll get a letter back from Santa,
guaranteed,” said event founder Matthew
Mitchell.
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If that’s not enough fun for the children,
then throw in a few local pet goats for a
meet-and-greet at the petting zoo, with
children and parents can feed the goats
with protein-filled peanuts and rub the ani-
mals’ heads with a loving and affectionate
hand of warmth.

“We've got a bunch of things lined up
for all ages. We're going to make sure that
everyone has a good time. It's going to be a
small-town energy where kids and families
can come together, forget about their wor-
ries, and celebrate the Christmas season,”
he said.

The event didn't come without plenty
of preparation and planning. Mitchell and
other organizers have been busy since Au-
gust, which included a tedious and com-
munity-dedicated process of getting neigh-
bors’ support and setting up thousands of
lights.

Several neighbors also will get in on the

seasonal fun by hanging lights of their own.
Numbers are picking up, but as it goes with
all new neighborhood holiday traditions, it
might take a little bit of extra effort to get
every house on the street involved.

“I have hung about 65,000-70,000
lights on my house alone, and that doesn’t
include the others. You know, (people) are
knocking on my door, wanting to get in-
volved and help, so the energy is starting
to pick up. And next year, we'll hopefully
start growing the number of houses that
want to get involved,” Mitchell said.

“We're excited that we can bless a
couple of families in need with the money
we collect. Our main goal is to make some
families in the community happy through
the Christmas holiday.”

In the meantime, residents are encour-
aged to see the lights that are already up.

To learn more aboul the event, visit
www.facebook.com/LightsonApopka/.

Houses such as this are decked out with lights in anticipation of the event.
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PHOTOS CY NATALIE GILSTRAP

Hundreds attended the Christmas party, parade and movie at Keystone Heights last Saturday night, including former school board member Tina Bullock and Mayor Karen Lake (above, right).

keystone rings in Christmas with day-long Holiday Extravaganza

By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — The City of Key-
stone Heights kicks off the holiday season
with its Holiday Extravaganza on Saturday,
Dec. 10.

The all-day event had 35 vendors with
their booths set up aat City Hall. Resi-
dents were able to buy unique products
like Christmas ornaments, crafts, home-
cooked foods and T-shirts. Visitors also had
the opportunity to adopt a pet through Clay
County Animal Services, enjoy food trucks
and watch the Quintessential Sax play live
music on the Rotary Circle.

The highlight of the event was the Ki-
wanis Christmas Parade where families
sat along Lawrence Boulevard and enjoyed
seeing an array of floats. The parade’s
theme was “Christmas in the ‘70s,” and
the floats were judged in six categories:
Judges’ Choice, Most Original, Closest the
Theme, Best Youth, Best Marching, and
Best Business.

This year’s winner for Judges Choice
was Keystone Heights AmVets Post 86,
while Lake Region Kiwanis Keystone
Heights — Melrose finished second.

Strength Depot
FITNESS EQUIPMENT SUPERSTORE

_—

* Olympic Bars & Plates
» Squat Racks

» Cardio Machines

* Pulley Systems

* Dumbbells
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« and More!

Delivery & Installation
Available!

strengthdepot.com

The Starling Family won first place and
Reality CWL Training was second for Most
Original, while Closest in Theme went to

| (904) 747-0789
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sales @strengthdepot:com-

Keystone Heights Jr. Woman'’s Club, while
Lake Hill Baptist Church was second.
Keystone Heights High won several

awards. The girls’ basketball won first
place in Best Youth and the girls” weightlift-
ing was second. The high school’s marching
band came in first for Best Marching, while
the JROTC was second.

First place for Best Business was Key-
stone Heights Animal Hospital, while KC
Automotive finished second.

The event concluded with the movie,
“Arthur Christmas,” at Keystone Beach
where families had hot cocoa, sugar cook-
ies and popcorn.

“I thought it was charming,” said resi-
dent Kim. “I was impressed by how many
people in our community choose to partici-
pate. They did a beautiful job.”

The Holiday Extravaganza was a suc-
cess as hundreds of people came 1o enjoy
the festivities. Smiles and laughter could
be heard throughout the event as kids
played on the playground and families
walked around enjoying their time.

The vendors also enjoyed a great turn-
out and Clay County Animal Services had
two dogs adopted.

“I think for the second year, the event
grew exponentially,” said Mayor Karen
Lake.
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Despite construction, Middleburg
celebrates Christmas in record fashion

MIDDLEBURG - Parade organizer Dale Carter hopes
the construction along Blanding Boulevard will be
completed by this time next year so he can move the
Middleburg Christmas Parade from County Road 218 to
better accommodate the record number of participants
and crowd. Last Saturday’s event attracted 90
participants. The crowd stood three- and four-deep in
some portions of the route. “Everybody’s talking good
about it,” Carter said.“”We had a lot of schools there,
too - the JROTCs from Middleburg and Ridgeview. Of
course, we had Wilkinson. The parade was organized
by the Clay County Business Association.“To be honest
with you, | don’t know how many people there were,
but there was a lot. | think it’s safe to say it was a record
turnout.” If the work on Blanding Boulevard is finally
completed, Carter believes those numbers will grow
again next year.




Residents weren’t
double-dog-dared at
Christmas on the Courtyard

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Residents sat bundled under blankets in folding chairs Friday
night to watch “A Christmas Story” at the Historic Triangle. The free showing also
allowed the Clay County Clerk of County Court and Comptroller’s Office to show off
its festive holiday lights around the courtyard, while revelers ate free popcorn and
watched Ralphie get his Red Ryder BB gun and younger brother Randy snort mashed
potatoes.
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From start to finish, Baptist Medical Center Clay consumed hospital president Darin Roark’s
attention and enthusiasm. He takes a daily tour of the 300,000-squre-foot facility where he
always stops to talk with workers and employees. Counting the remodling project nect door at
health place, Baptist invested $235 million to meet the needs of a growing county.

from page 7

between the emergency center and the old
VyStar building — which has been trans-
formed into Baptist's health place to com-
plete the Baptist Campus. Two weeks later,
construction crews started marking off the
area while truckloads of raw steel were de-
livered to an adjoining lot.

Baptist avoided many of the delays that
hampered other construction projects be-
cause it bought most of its construction
materials in advance. While others were
dealing with COVID-19 and the collapse of
the supply chain, Baptist had most of its
materials in a warehouse.

“COVID certainly delayed us, but it
didn’t stop us. Residents are going to see a
lot of changes here in the next two years.
We want them to know we're still open for
business. But it’s an exciting time,” Roark
said two years ago. “I envision the finished
hospital every day. I can't wait to see what
it’s going to look like when it's done.”

The final beam was signed by construc-
tion workers, employees and community
leaders on Sept. 31, 2021, during a private
ceremony. After that, much of the work
shifted to covering the skeleton of metal
beams with walls, floors and ceilings.

“Today is a celebration. We've reached
the top,” said Baptist Health Board Chair-
man Richard Sisisky at the reception. “The
sixth floor is framed out. You will continue
to see, and no doubt hear, a lot of the con-
struction as we move forward to finish with
our construction in the fall of 2022.”

Aribbon-cutting ceremony on Saturday,
Dec. 10, put the final bow on the project.
All that's left is sprucing up the parking lot
and making final adjustments.

Faith
Walk

) by Pastor Billy Register
True Life Church
Clay County

Don’t forget ...
Jesus was Born!

child was born 2000 years ago.
AChildren are born every day, but

this child was different. Many,
many people had been eagerly anticipat-
ing this child's arrival. The Scriptures
had foretold this birth, the arrival of a
Savior who would illuminate the dark-
ness of the world and bring salvation to
God’s people.

God sent Jesus because of His love
for us. It was God’s eternal plan being
brought to fruition. Remember the why!
John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world
through him.”

Ever since the fall of man in the Gar-
den of Eden, the world, and everyone in
it, was tainted by sin. Because God is a
just, holy, and perfect God, humanity was
separated from Him due to their sinful
nature. But God was not willing to let
things continue to play out this way. He
loves us far too much to let us be lost to
Him for all eternity. He created us for a
far greater purpose than that!

So, what did He do? He sent Jesus
Christ. Jesus' death on the cross would
create a bridge over the gulf that had
formed between humanity and God. Je-
sus took on the fullness of humanity’s
sins, past, present, and future, and took
them to the cross. There, He defeat-
ed death and evil, freeing us from the
clutches of sin if we follow Him.

Theologian and award-winning au-
thor Frederick Buechner said, “The birth
of Jesus made possible not just a new
way of understanding life but a new way
of living it.”

Don't forget, Jesus was born! His
birth instilled hope in the world and con-
tinues to do so until this day. Just as the
people eagerly awaited His arrival 2000
years ago, we should eagerly await His
presence in our lives each and every day.
He is our Messiah, our Savior, and He
has come to show us God’s love.

[ |
You can write the Pastor al pastorbilly@
findtruelife.com.

ECIay Electric Cooperative, Igc.

Competitive rates, not-ﬁ)r-proﬁtT

right here in your community.
Keystone ¢ (352) 473-4917

Orange Park ¢ (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com
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Motorcycle cops gang up to enforce traffic laws, public safety

Submitted by the
Clay County Sheriff’s Office
For Clay Today

GLAY COUNTY — Long before Officers Bak-
er and Poncherello raced around southern
California on the hit TV show of the 70s,
motorcycle cops were the subject of comic
strips, jokes, and blockbuster movies. When
you think of motorcycles officers (or motors
as they are often called), you may picture
a deputy hiding in the woods, waiting for
an unaware motorist to come racing by in
hopes of ruining the driver's day and issu-
ing a ticket for an obscene amount of money.
However, the Clay County deputies who are
riding these motorcycles for traffic control
are anything but the typical comedy punch
line.

On this day, we spent time with Depu-
ties Nathaniel Baumgartner and Joshua
Borchardt as they met in the Middleburg
substation before hitting the road. Fresh off
a successful round at the Space Coast Po-
lice Motorcycle Skills Event where six Clay
County Sheriff’s Office deputies competed
against nearly 70 other officers from across
the country, Baumgartner and Borchardt
talked about some of the benefits and chal-
lenges of being a motorcycle cop. Certainly,
these types of competitions rank at the top
of one of the highlights of being a motorcycle
deputy. What a civilian might perceive to be
dozens of randomly laid out cones is an in-
tricate course meant to challenge the expe-
rience and skills of even the most qualified
rider.

Although the course layout is posted 30
days in advance of an event, these depu-
ties are training continually to sharpen
their skills and improve their ability to
navigate even the most treacherous situa-
tion. Typically, GCSO motor deputies train
one day each month and complete a full re-
certification every six months. Their train-
ing includes bike management skills and
addressing unexpected events, including
how to right a fallen 1,000-pound bike with-
out assistance. Because of the intensity of
the competition courses, these events also
count towards training hours.

Beyond conducting regular traffic con-
trol, motors are often used for funeral es-
corts, dignitary escorts and special event
protection. Because of their versatility,
these powerful vehicles can even navigate
through sandy and wooded paths that would
be unreachable by standard law enforce-
ment vehicles. The unique opportunities
presented to this elite group of riders cer-

Deputy Joshua Borchardt

Deputy Nathaniel Baumgartner

‘... Look, we know that patience is sometimes thin out there, Everyone has
somewhere to be, and everyone gets frustrated at times. We always try to
use a traffic stop as a teaching moment, and we try to give some leeway

when we can, but...’

—Deputy Nathaniel Baumgartner

tainly keep things interesting and enjoyable
for the deputies.

Baumgartner smiled when he said.
“(It's) what I love to do; I actually get paid
for.” Borchardt agreed as he spoke of the
freedom of riding with the wind in his face.
When pressed about the challenges of be-
ing on the motors, both deputies agreed that
the heat of summer can make the job a little
difficult.

“It can be tough to cool off with all of
the gear that we are wearing, but we work
through it,” Baumgartner said. More con-
cerning than the heat, though, is the con-
stant threat of traffic congestion and dis-
tracted drivers. “We have to constantly be
walching for those who may not be watch-
ing for us,” the deputies said.

Still relevant
and trusted

New

frequency!

TRY IT AGAIN ..

Io3o3FM

WAY RADIO

The conversation turned briefly to the
tragic accident in 2018 that resulted in the
death of motorcycle Deputy Ben Zirbel — a
heartbreaking event that is always in the
thoughts of those who ride.

When not running radar from a station-
ary position, the CGSO motors are watching
for infractions, assisting drivers, working
school zone, and addressing complaints
of excessive speed within the numerous
neighborhoods of Clay County. Because the
motors don’t operate within specific zones,
they are free to roam throughout the en-
tire county and can respond quickly when
needed. They are also tasked to address tips

from the SaferWatch App that more Clay
County residents are utilizing. The deputies
revealed some of the violations they look
for.

“Seatbelt infractions,” Borchardt said,
“definitely seatbelts. “Also when a child
is not properly belted within the vehicle,”
Baumgartner said.

We followed the deputies to a commer-
cial driveway just off of a busy section of
Blanding Boulevard where the motors
staged while conducting speed detection
with their portable laser devices. Most of
the time, deputies don’t hide in a tree line
hoping to surprise drivers. They usually are
sitting off the right-of-way of a major artery
through the county. Not only were the depu-
ties completely visible, but they were posi-
tioned close enough to the road that drivers
should be paying attention to them — just as
a driver should be paying attention if a child
were this close to the road.

Instead, we watched as some drivers
chose to race by, seemingly unaware of the
presence of law enforcement. Borchardt
and Baumgartner raced from their parking
spot as they each chased down the speeding
drivers. Upon their return, we spoke about
the ultimate goals and mindset behind these
traffic stops.

“Look, we know that patience is some-
times thin out there,” Baumgartner said.
“Everyone has somewhere to be, and every-
one gets frustrated at times. We always try
0 use a traffic stop as a teaching moment,
and we try to give some leeway when we
can, but...” Baumgartner’s voice trails off
as a vehicle races by well above the posted
speed limit.

He activated his lights and siren as
he pulled onto the roadway to pursue the
driver.

Another vehicle, with a driver seem-
ingly oblivious to the well-lit motor, nearly
clipped the deputy as he accelerated. In
that one moment, the training, skills and
experience came into full view as he navi-
gated the dangerous moment, and pulled
the speeding driver over. More importantly,
he lived to ride another day.

As our time with the deputies came to
an end, the words of Borchardt were ever
present: “We just want people to make
it safely to where they are going, and we
want to make it safely home at the end of
the day.”

Clay Electric to reduce December power bills

CLAY COUNTY - Clay Electric members
will be billed less for power in December
thanks to a reduction in the Power Cost
Adjustment on bills.

Mem-bers using the industry house-
hold average of 1,000 kWh of power will
now pay $149.90. The previous cost was
$159.50. The cooperative can lower the
cost of power due to a slight decrease in
the price of natural gas, which Seminole
Electric  Cooperative (Clay's wholesale
power provider) uses to generate a sizable
portion of the wholesale electricity it pro-

vides.

“We're pleased to be able to lower the
PCA in time for the holidays,” said General
Manager/CEO Ricky Davis.

The PCA is a separate line item on each
Clay Electric statement, which reflects the
increases/decreases in the co-op’s cost of
power. The cost of wholesale power is more
than 70 percent of Clay's total expenses.

When the cost of power is greater than
the amount included in the base rate, the
PCA is a charge. When the cost is less, it's
a credit.
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Man in hot water after being
caught with stolen tub

ORANGE PARK — A 53-year-old man
was arrested on Dec. 5, less than two
weeks after the Clay County Sheriff’s Office
said security surveillance showed him and
a younger male take
a hot tub from Spas
Ect. On Nov. 24.

Leonardo Antonio
Martinez, of Orange
Park, was charged
with grand theft af-
ter detectives linked
the store’s video with
traffic light surveil-
lance footage from
the Florida Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion that showed the truck driving to his
home with the tub in the bed.

Deputies returned on Dec. 2 and from
a neighbor’s yard, they noticed a large ob-
ject under a tarp in Martinez's backyard.
They returned on Dec. 5 and arrested Mar-
tinez and recovered the stolen tub. Own-
ers of Spas Ect. said the tub recovered in
the backyard had the same serial number
as the tub taken from a trailer behind the
business.

Leonardo Martinez

Martinez's bond was set at $25,003.

Loss prevention officer stays
busy at JC Penney

ORANGE PARK — One loss prevention
officer at JC Penney in the Orange Park
Mall helped send several out-of-towners to
jail for shoplifting.

It started when
Geneva Wilson, 77,
of Jacksonville, was
charged with grand
theft on Dec. b after
store security saw
her stuffing $1,189
of jewelry into her
bra. According to the
arrest report, Wilson
first said she took the
jewelry to give to her
daughter and grand-
daughter, but she
later admitted she
took them because
she didn't get any
help from a store as-
sociate.

Then on Dec.
9, an officer told
GCSO he saw Tarda-

Tardazia Seay

Jaida Batts

zia Shantrell Seay, 21, and Jaida Patricia
Batts, 21, both of Fort Myers, leave the
store with unpaid items.

According to the arrest report, depu-
ties stopped the women in the mall parking
lot. Seay, who was accused of taking “pink
clothing item,” attempted to run away, but
she was caught near the Books-A-Million
store entrance.

Surveillence video also showed Mast
taking earrings. The total value of the
items taken was $254,98.

Seay’s bond was set at $12,504, while
Batts’ bond was set at $5,004.

An hour later, the same store security
officer called deputies after he saw two
men walk out with unpaid items.

Mateo Amari Hardison, 18, and Jaida
P. Batts, 20, both of Jacksonville, were
charged with shoplifting and resisting ar-
rest while in the commission of recovering
property. CCSO had to make a traffic stop
to caputure both.

Bond was set at $5,004 for both.

Woman behind county’s worst
case of animal cruelty gets
probation

ORANGE PARK — The woman behind
one of the worst cases of animal cruelty

pled guilty to five
counts of aggravated
animal  cruelty in
exchange for being
placed on probation
for five years and
agreeing not to own
any animals or being |
involved in animal [#
breeding.

According to doc-
uments filed at the
Clay County Courthouse, Jennifer Michelle
Wilkie, was originally charged with 42 oth-
er counts of animal cruelty after the Clay
County Sheriff’s Office, Fire Rescue and
Emergency Management responded to 246
Old Jennings Road where they found 257
animals living in deplorable conditions.

Most were crammed in small cages,
many covered in their own feces and suf-
fering from skin infections. Investigators
also found several skeletons and animal
carcuses on the 1.3 acre lot.

Dogs, pigs, chickens, goats, pigeons
and rabbits were recovered, and all were
sent to a triage that was set up at the Clay
County Fairgrounds. Eventually, all of the
animals were adopted.

Jennifer Wilkie

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges).
Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving
Without a License-Suspended or Revoked;
DUI-Driving Under the Influence; VOP-Vio-
lation of Probation,; BAL-blood alcohol level.
There are no assumptions or representations
about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or
booked is presumed innocent.

Tuesday, Dec. 13

Andrew L. Quinn, 30, Middleburg,
possession-methamphetamine

Ronald P. Haase, 56, Middleburg,
possession-fentanyl, possession-drug
paraphernalia

Terrance T. Packer, 28, Green Cove
Springs, VOP-carjacking with deadly
weapon

Jessica A. Curtis, 20, Keystone Heights,
domestic battery

M. Lee D. Brinson, 34, Green Cove
Springs, VOP-child cruelty

Vanessa B. Martinez, 37, Green Cove
Springs, FTA-DWSLR

Luis Ortiz, 58, Green Cove Springs,
VOP-DUI

Debra S. Maylon, 58, Orange Park,
trespassing

Adonica S. Kelley, 47, Orange Park,
possession-cocaine, possession-crack
cocaine, possession-drug paraphernalia

Denessa R. Kelley, 20, Orange Park,
possession-cocaine

Arrests & Bookings

Monday, Dec. 12

Kimberly A. Morgan, 55, Green Cove
Springs, DWSLR

Kristine N. Madej, 31, Green Cove
Springs, court order transfer

Sunday, Dec. 11

Tabius M. Booker, 39, Green Cove
Springs, two counts FTA

Liahdan D. Etienne, 22, Fleming Island,
shoplifting

Micheal D. Swarney, 32, Fleming Island,
domestic battery

Vanessa A. Kampfer, 23, Middleburg,
domestic battery

John W. Dowden, 54, Middleburg,
trespassing

Cael M. Fletcher, 18, Maxville, domestic
battery

Joseph S. Barnes, 29, Orange Park, DUI

Saturday, Dec. 10

Christopher M. Warner, 19, Green Cove
Springs, possession-cocaine

Timothy T. Perry, 42, Orange Park,
possession-controlled substance, resist/
obstruct/oppose law enforcement

Takercia M. Houston, 30, Orange Park,
domestic battery

Anthony D. Williams, 25, Orange Park,
trespassing

Teresa L. Rigby, 35, Orange Park,
possession-drug paraphernalia, DWSLR,
possession-controlled substance

Friday, Dec. 9

Samuel C. Gaskill, 29, Fleming Island,
DUI with property damage/injury

Shawn P.Riley, 55, Orange Park, aggra-
vated assault with deadly weapon

Joshua D. Stanley, 26, Fleming Island,
two counts uttering worthless check

Raka S. Raychaudhuri, 55, Fleming
Island, battery of person 65 or older, resist/
obstruct/oppose law enforcement

Christen J. Conino, 37, Middleburg,
shoplifting

Jaida P Batts, 20, Orange Park, shop-
lifting, resisting arrest during recovery of
property

Mateo A. Mardison, 18, Orange Park,
shoplifting, resisting arrest during recovery
of property

Alexis M. Mast, 21, Orange Park, shop-
lifting

Tardazia S. Seay, 26, Orange Park,
shoplifting, resist/obstruct/oppose law
enforcement

D'Marcus K. Allen, 22, Green Cove
Springs, VOP-community control

Tony J. Williams, 52, Middleburg, FTA-
DWSLR

Randall R. Smith, 33, Orange Park, grand
theft

Dustin P. Johnson, 37, Orange Park,
possession-fentanyl

Bridget M. Bronson, 36, Orange Park,
possession-fentanyl

Timoth A. Taylor, 39, Middleburg, non-
support

Thursday, Dec. 8

John O. Doster, 34, Middleburg, two
counts sale/delivery-fentanyl

Lauren N. Bowman, 36, Orange Park,
two counts VOP-community control

Matthew E. Wilkerson, 30, Green Cove
Springs, FTA-battery

Tyler N. Turner, 33, Green Cove Springs,
domestic battery, child abuse, tampering
in proceeding

Jared L. Canon, 31, Green Cove Springs,
possession-marijuiana

D'Vaughn K. St. John, 22, Oakleaf, felony
domestic battery by strangulation, battery,
resist/obstruct/oppose law enforcement

Skyler K. Knight, 24, Middleburg,
possession-fentanyl, possession-meth-
amphetamnine, possession-marijuana,
possession-drug paraphernalia

Wednesday, Dec. 7

Michael L. Spencer, 64, Middleburg,
two counts domestic battery

Kamryn C.King, 21, Middleburg,
possession-marijuana

Scott E. Bowen, 55, Keystone Heights,
battery on law enforcement/firefighter.
EMT, vandalism

Shannon M. Nelson, 45, Green Cove
Springs, shoplifting

Marco A. Parra, 26, Keystone Heights,
driving without valid license

Joshua M. Buzzo, 32, Green Cove
Springs, FTA
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What'’s happening in Tallahassee

Monthly Legislative update by
Florida Rep. Sam Garrison

For Clay Today

TALLAHASSEE — Last month, Americans
in all 50 states participated in our mid-
term elections. While nationwide results
were mixed, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
won re-election by a historic margin and
was granted a second term by the voters
of our state. Along with that, the voters
delivered Republican supermajorities in
both the Florida House (85 of 120 seats)
and Florida Senate (28 of 40 seats),
providing a clear and unmistakable man-
date to Keep Florida Free.

On Nov. 22, the Legislature held its
Organization Session in Tallahassee as
required by our state constitution. New
members were sworn into their posi-
tions and the House Speaker and Senate
President were formally elected, with
each leader setting forth their vision for
the coming term. With a historic num-
ber of GOP representatives, the Florida
Legislature will continue to build on the
policies that have made our state the
envy of the nation: a strong economy, a
commitment to public safety, and quality
schools, to preserve our freedoms and
strengthen families.

Most of the Legislature’s work will
take place during the regular 60-day
legislative session beginning March 7.
However, Hurricanes lan and Nicole
have put real strains on Florida’s prop-
erty insurance market and require im-
mediate legislative action. DeSantis has
called for a Special Session on Monday,
Dec. 12 through Friday, Dec. 16 to ad-
dress these issues.

During the December special ses-
sion, the Legislature will look for imme-
diate and long-term solutions to stabilize
the property insurance market, lower
prices for consumers and provide eco-
nomic relief to people whose homes and
businesses were lost. This year’'s hurri-
cane season brought incredible devasta-
tion, and insured losses from Hurricane
lan alone have surpassed $10.2 billion,
according to the Florida Office of In-
surance Regulation. Florida's property
insurance market is struggling, and we
will aim to establish desperately needed
reforms that will benefit Florida rate-
payers in the short term and for years
to come. Lastly, I want to say thank you
to everyone who decided to run for office
this year. Standing for election is hard
on candidates, their families, friends
and co-workers. Every campaign is a
team effort, win or lose, and our demo-
cratic republic is stronger for its efforts.
It has been an honor serving in the Flor-
ida House for the past two years, and |
want to thank the voters of Clay County
for entrusting me to be your voice for an-
other term. I wish you and your family a
Merry Christmas and a happy new year
full of joy and peace.

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE
Parade of trees
Hundreds of residents and visitors ascend to Spring Park in Green Cove Springs every night to see 160 trees decorated for the holidays. The
display wil be available until 10 p.m. through Dec. 31.

Community Redevelopment Agency created for Green Cove Springs

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — The plan to re-
develop the downtown area took a big step
forward Tuesday night when the county
and the Green Cove Springs City Council
agreed to create a Community Redevelop-
ment Agency.

The second reading of the ordinance
passed, 5-0, which will create a five-mem-
ber board to establish a redevelopment
plan for the downtown area. The ordinance
was delayed for more than 10 years be-
cause it also needed the approval of the
Board of County Commissioners.

Roy M. Timberlake, Van Royal, Kristen
Burke, Heather Boucher and Andrea Vall-

lencourt have been selected as prospective
candidates for the CRA board.

The city council now can establish a
trust fund to handle future tax revenues for
the plan. During the next 30 years, Green
Cove Springs will get 95% of an increased
ad valorem tax from the city and county to
pay for the project.

The city wants to spruce up the down-
town area by widening sidewalks to ac-
commodate outdoor dining, enhancing the
medians along Orange Avenue, creating
more attractive storefronts and establish-
ing more parking.

According to one of the resolutions, the

redevelopment will be applied to areas
considered “blighted.”

In other business, the council unani-
mously approved the hiring of Purvis Gray
as city auditor and it approved hiring Gan-
nett Fleming to conduct a transportation
mobility study to define the need for ad-
ditional transportation investment.

The study will examine how the city will
handle the growing traffic created by the
rapid growth of residential communities
and commerce outside the city limits.

The city council meets at 7 p.m. at City
Hall on the first and third Tuesday of each
month.

Happy
retirement

Clay County Board

of Commission
Chairwoman Betsy
Condon gave a special
recognition to Brenda
Sullivan during Tuesday
night's BCC meeting.
Sullivan will retire

from the engineering
department on Dec. 31
after serving the county
for 35 years.

One easy slep
Email legal@claytodayonline.com
or call 904-579-2154 to request the
necessary form. It will run in our legal
section for one week for $35.
Affidavit will be mailed to you.

/\

Have you registered your name
STARTING with the state and now need

A NEW —)to run a fictitious name  s——

advertisement?
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Santa Claus of Keystone Heights

A pastor’s journey to spread Christmas joy

By Kylie Cordell
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — What makes a San-
ta Claus? Is it the red and white suit, the
rosy cheeks or the jolly laugh that makes
the most skeptical smile? Is it the long
white beard and bushy eyebrows, the large
belly like a bowl full of jelly, the playful
wink as if to say, “your secret’s safe with
me,” or is it the kindness in which he gives
and gives unconditionally?

The legend of Santa Claus can be traced
back hundreds of years 10 a monk named
St. Nicholas. Known for his kindness, righ-
teousness and secret gift-giving, St. Nich-
olas gave rise to the traditional image of
Santa Claus. Some described him as a tall,
jubilant man with a long white beard, the
emblem of good cheer and faithfulness.

Pastor Keith Hatch of Center Cross
Ministries is committed to carrying on the
tradition.

“I have always loved Christmas, every-
thing about Christmas. As a Pastor, yes,
but I love the joy and socialization of the
season when you get out and talk to folks,
old friends, new friends,” Hatch said.

For the pastor, Christmas is a time of
charity, spreading joy and spending time
with family and friends. It's a time to re-
flect on our values and relationship with
family, community and, most importantly,
with the son of God, Jesus Christ.

“That is the true meaning of Christ-
mas,” he asked. “It is the greatest gift that
anyone can receive.”

So how did a pastor become Santa
Claus?

“Santa Claus is more than just a big
man in a red suit on the back of a sleigh,”
he said. “I realized [ had the chance to do a
lot of good in this city.”

Hatch’s first memory of Santa Claus
was watching his father dress up on
Christmas Eve.

“He would call little children he knew
and tell them that Santa Claus was just
about to lift off in his sleigh,” he said. “So
this is something I have always wanted to
do, and when you pull together the element
of serving others and Christmas, that's
what it’s all about. And that's what Center
Cross Ministry is about as well.”

In 2019, Pastor Keith became the be-
loved “official” Santa Claus of Keystone
Heights. He has visited several schools
and daycares in the area. After visiting
two other schools, he went to Keystone
Elementary where one of the last children
opened his eyes to the real impact he could
have on the community.

“I had heard of all the Christmas

“We want to ensure that
every child feels special
during Christmas. We want to
see smiles on their faces and
laughter in their voices. This
is what it’s all about.”

— Keith Hatch

G/

dreams and wishes, from the latest X-box,
PlayStation, newest tennis shoe, doll baby
and smartphone, when this young child no
older than 8 sat on my knee and shared
his Christmas dream,” Hatch said. “When I
asked him, ‘What would he like for Christ-
mas? he said, ‘Could you bring some food
for the table.” I was slightly thrown off my
sleigh by that response. After gathering my
emotion, I asked, ‘Well, if I could bring you
food for the table, what could I bring you?’
He said in the same humble voice, “‘Could
you bring jobs for mom and dad?™”

Christmas can be a burdensome time
for families. The cost of Christmas be-
comes even more acute for low-income
households, many struggling to cover nor-
mal household bills. Some have to make
the impossible choices between buying
their child a Christmas present or paying
rent.

“Economically, a lot of folks are strug-
gling to buy groceries to put food on the
table. People are being laid off from (their)
jobs. That's just where we are,” Hatch said.
“One thing led to the other. We started put-
ting up mailboxes when COVID hit because
we couldn’t get into the schools. As we
were reading these letters, we stated iden-
tified needs within the community, and I
said we have to find a way to address these
issues, so we started working with Mission
on the Dirt Road and the Lake Area Min-
istries.”

That’'s how the Claus Ministry was born.
Pastor Hatch felt God lead him to develop
a mission and ministry in Keystone Heights
and the surrounding area. That mission is
to identify children and families who need
assistance and to provide them with the
Joy of Christmas.

“We began reaching out to parents,”
Hatch said. “We usually have return ad-
dresses on the letter, so we reach out and
find the parents and ask if there is any way
we can assist them; with food, clothes, or

Chris Guzewich Agency Manager ‘Western & Southern Life

office 904.579.2391
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Keith Hatch, also known as Keystone Heights’ Santa Claus, said his role allows him to “do a lot
of good in this city.”Hatch not only was on center stage during the Keystone Heights Christmas
Extravaganza, but his Claus Ministries routinely makes stops of local schools, retirement homes
and daycare centers to serve the emotional, finaancial and spiritual needs of the community.

anything like that.” Since then, the Claus
Ministry has assisted 10 families and ap-
proximately 45-50 children and family
members. This effort was accomplished
with the help of the Community Church
of Keystone Heights, local area business-
es, Lake Region Kiwanis and many other
people. Claus Ministry has provided food,
clothes, toys for the children and a Bible
to each family.

“We want to ensure that every child
feels special during Christmas. We want
to see smiles on their faces and laughter
in their voices. This is what it’s all about,”
Hatch said.

Santa Claus is often described as a
Miracle Worker. Not only does the Santa of
Keystone Heights bring joy to children, but
he also gives them hope.

“A mother called me last night. Her
child had a severe operation and she want-
ed him to meet Santa Claus without all the
other children, so I called her, and her son
had time with Santa Claus,” he said. “In
the end, I knelt to pray for him, his recov-
ery, his comfort and his family. I asked his
mother if T could pray for her child, and

after she said yes. I turned to the child and
asked if T could pray for him. I've prayed
for him. I've prayed for many of the chil-
dren and their parents.

"That’s an opportunity to share God's
love not only in a gift but in letting them
know there is more support than what is
right here on earth.”

If you would like to support Claus Min-
istry, you can write checks directly to the
ministry or donate on Venmo, which can be
found on Claus Ministry on their Facebook
page.

“We're hoping that these funds go past
Christmas into the year. Every donation
goes towards the children and their fami-
lies,” Hatch said.” Any unused funds will be
donated to local area resources that assist
children in need throughout the year or as
long as the funds last.”

The goal is to keep the spirit of giving
last beyond December and throughout the
year.

“Keep the true joy and peace of Christ-
mas at the center of everything, and not
just Christmas day, but every day of the
year,” Hatch said.
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Heck dominates;
Gunn battles Stevens

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF - In what Oakleaf High girls
weightlifting coach Benjamin White called
“a battle against the best”, White's Oak-
leaf High girls weightlifting team turned a
simple dual meet between his Lady Knights
and the Lady Blue Devils of Clay High,
the defending champions in Tradition and
Olympic Snatch, into a no-holds barred,
standing room only lift-fest at Oakleaf High
School.

“They were fired up for sure,” said
White. “Anytime you bring in the caliber of
a program like Clay into your weightroom
is going to bring extra energy.”

White manipulated his lifters mentally
1o just stay within their boundaries and get
clean lifts in each weight division.

“We stressed the importance of getting
that first lift in in all three disciplines,”
said White. “Clay is built for big meets be-
cause they have super strong girls in mul-
tiple classes. Our depth and consistency
was going to be the measure of their over-
whelming power.”

Note: Different than last year’s format,
the three disciplines of competitive weight-
lifting; Clean and Jerk, Bench Press and
Olympic Snatch with the Olympic Snatch
scored by itself. In 2022, the Olympic
Snatch total is now added to both the clean
and jerk and bench press to determine to-
tals.

White's premonition proved prophetic,
but his strategy did have its monumental
moments as in the crushing totals offered
by Clay state champion Emma Heck, a
sophomore, who crushed her weight class
by nearly 100 pounds in all three disci-
plines.

“Coach White has done a great job with
his program at Oakleaf,” said Cla coach
Rodney Keller. “It is good for us to get out
of our comfort zone and compete against

GHT:
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Oakleaf’s Ivy Gunn, right, and Clay’s Janiyah
Stevens, left, battled mano-a-mano in Oakleaf
win over Clay.

one of the best programs in our area.”

In the Unlimited division, Clay had state
champion Kyleigh LaFary and teammate
Kenya Tinajero also winning by near 100
pounds with both swiftly lifting away from
Oakleaf’s challenges.

“The quality of the programs right
here in Clay County is incredible,” said
Clay coach Rodney Keller. “All of our local
meels have been really tight.”

Another welcomed stronghold for Clay
was AnnaLee Harbison, who was destined
last year to provide big numbers for Clay
coach Rodney Keller, but then suffered a
knee injury that halted her season.

Harbison, also a top flag football athlete
for Clay, recovered, rehabbed and returned
to lifting action with a fervor with wins in
the 183 weight division to bolster the Blue
Devil challenge.

“For us, it's depth,” said White. “We
are built for duals and tri meets simply be-
cause we have two ro three above

SEE LIFT, 27

Area wrestlers flexing muscles statewide

Ponte Vedra, Osceola, Fern Beach

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

FERNANDINA BEACH - Clay High got a
team title, Fleming Island punched in
with a bucketload of first place finishes
and Clay powerhouse Aubrianna Apple
continued her dominance as area wres-
tlers put up top performances statewide
in week two of the 2022 wrestling sea-
son.

At the Dual in the Dunes in Fernan-
dina Beach, Clay dominated their pool
play with three wins; 1A-Union County,
3A-Lake Mary and Charlton County, GA
to equal pool 3-0 marks from 3A-Bar-
tram Trail and 1A-Episcopal to set off
the championship rounds with a fervor.

In the final tally, Clay took care of
business with a 48-28 win over Bartram
Trail and a 46-30 win over Episcopal to
take the team title. Bartram Trail de-
feated Episcopal 42-36 for the runn-
erup spot.

In pool play, Clay beat Union County
58-22, Lake Maryu 48-27 and Charlton
County 72-12.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Middleburg High 100 pound wrestler Gracie Bradshaw cranks down on headlock in prelim
win at Ponte Vedra High Invitational held Saturday. Ironically, Bradshaw finished third in
high-powered meet with win over freshman sister Lily Bradshaw

Clay vs. Bartram Trail

106: Landon Willard pin

113: Jacob Bucci FFT Win

120: Holmquist FFT win

126: Braden Glavin pin

132: BT Ethan Vugman win by pin Zach Deaton
138: Drew Loveland pin

145: Landon Solomon pin

152: Weitz loss by pin

160: Grady Hutchinson (FB) FFT

170: Tayshaun Tate loss by Major Decision 16-4
182: Dom Martin pin

195: Brody Lyda pin

220: Kedtric Wilbourn pin

285: Jaden Bell loss by pin

Middleburg, Oakleaf crack
top five at Ponte Vedra

PONTE VEDRA - In Ponte Vedra, at the
Ponte Vedra Invitational which featured
the likes of South Dade (5th in state), Lake
Mary, Osceola and Freedom (state cham-
pion) plus Ponte Vedra (state runnerup)
as well as Middleburg, Oakleaf, Orange
Park, Ridgeview and Clay (13th in state),

SEE WRESTLING, 28
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Lady Blue Devils
remain undefeated

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Clay High girls
soccer opened with a first minute goal
from Kate Wilkinson then added two blasts
from lead scorer Kirra Dodson and a re-
bound punch from Faith Espino to build
a 4-0 halftime lead en route to a 5-3 win
over St. Augustine that kept the Lady Blue
Devils” unbeaten season in tact with seven
wins to open the season.

“It's a completely different year from
last year,” said Clay coach Stephanie
Waugh, who finished at 2-10 in regular
season play last year. “I lost the first three
teams last year.”

With sophomore Kirra Dodson ap-

Clay forward Kirra Dodson’s 25 goals is
fueling unbeaten Blue Devil start.

(904) 531-9484 - GreenCoveAutoSales.com -

Oakleaf defense Catherin Brusatto has
Knights at 3-2-2 with strong 1-1 tie with
Fleming Island.

proaching a Clay record setting season
scoring mark with her 25 goals at present,
Waugh has produced a fast-flick passing
attack that keeps the ball moving from foot
to foot on her front three before Dodson
puts the hammer down.

Up front, Espino is the controlling force
with junior Erika Martinez able to deftly
move in and out of traffic to find Dodson’s
foot.

On the sideline, freshman Natalie Ver-
sage powers her way to the corners to set
up crosses into the opposing goal box ar-
eas.

On defense, cross country ace Kaygen
Williamson is a tiresless, sideline-to-side-
line cover man with Naima Henry on her
flank.

Against St. Augustine, Dodson blasted
a penalty kick to goal after beind harshly
tripped on her forward attack. Espino
alertly planted the rebound in for a 4-0
Clay lead that held.

Green Cove Auto Service Center
at Green Cove Auto Sales

327 N. Orange Ave., Green Cove Springs, FL

Come meet our amazing Green Cove Auto Service Team at our new location!
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REGULAR OIL CHANGE

New oil filter and up to 5 quarts

w semi-synthetic oil with video Inspection.
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Clay faces off this week with games
against Oakleaf, Orange Park and Rid-
geview to test their mettle. Orange Park
was undefeated, now 6-1, until a 1-0 loss
to Ridgeview (2-3-2) on December 8. The
Raiders are led by top scorer Ryanne Rob-
inson, also a volleyball standout.

Clay beat Ridgeview 6-0 earlier in sea-
son. Ridgeview tied Oakleaf 1-1 in the sea-
son opener.

Unbeaten Fleming Island (4-0-2) will need to
withstand strong second half from unbeaten
Bartram Trail (7-0-2) in Thursday clash at
Bartram Trail.

Undefeated powers; FIHS at
Bartram Trail (Thurs., Dec. 16)

Both are undefeated, 4-0-2 for Flem-
ing Island; 7-0-2 for Bartram Trail and the
Thursday, Dec. 15 smash will feature a fast
scoring first half attack by Fleming Island
versus a strong second half scoring team
from the Lady Bears.

In just one small statistic on the MAX-
PREPs stats page, Fleming Island is aver-
aging 2.3 goals per first half while Bartram
Trail is as 1.9.

Score fast and hold defense seems (0
be a plan for Fleming Island coach Joy Ro-
sano.

Fleming Island, region finals 10ss to
eventual champion Fletcher last year, has
just two games with more than two goals;
an 8-0 whip of Santa Fe and a 3-1 win over
New Smyrna Beach on December 6.

Fleming Island’s most recent game was
a 2-0 win over Buchholz in Gainesville.

Rosano gets goals from senior Gianna
Gardner and junior Taylor Tamares, both
with five goals apiece with senior Kathryn
Tamares adding three.

Bartram Trail, 7A region semifinals 10ss
to 7A champion Creekside last year, still
has Gatorade player of year Grace Ivey,
now a senior, in the middle with six goals,
but the Lady Bears have 10 goals fro se-
nior Olivia Bori and four more players with
four and five goals on the attack.

Bartram Trail recently tied Montverde
1-1 and beat Lakeland Christian 1-0.

Spartans hosting back-to-back
state champ clashes

In Monteverde, St. Johns Country Day
School rebounded solidly after their lone
loss, a 1-0 home loss to Montverded in No-
vember, with a string of wins against 6A-
Chiles (b-1), Ponte Vedra (2-0), Viera (4-1)

N

St. Johns coach Mike Pickett (8-1-1) is relying
on super young players to keep momentum
of state titles going.

and 7A-Venice (5-0) to pushed their season
record to 8-1-1. The Spartans tied Bartram
Trail 1-1 in November.

In that list of names are Viera (6A Final
Four, lost to state champion 6A Fletcher in
state semi), Ponte Vedra (6A region semi
loss to Fleming Island) and Venice lost in
7A regions. Fletcher will be at St. Johns on
tues., Dec. 13 for regular season clash of
state champions. Unbeaten 4A champion
Bishop Moore, 8-0-3, visits Fri., Dec. 16.

Freshman Sydney Schmidt has led
the Spartans attack with 10 goals leading
a trio of wingmen in Sophia Pontiere (4
Goals), Lauren Mateo (7 goals) and Alixan-
dria Fletcher (3 goals) that keep the Spar-
tan attack balanced across the field.

Lady Indians holding at three wins

Keystone Heights High girls soccer has
gotten their scoring game up to par with
consecutive high-scoring games to lead
into a Monday road trip to face Columbia
High (4-2). After a suffocating 8-0 loss to
Gainesville on December 2, coach Roger
Laurent tweaked his offense a bit and
came up with a 7-0, 8-0, 8-1 string of wins
to put some numbers on the board and put
Keystone Heights at 8-3-0 overall.

Against Trenton, Kierstyn Shaw pound-
ed in five goals with Ella Hutchins adding
two. Against Fort White, Hutchins got five
goals with Kendall Gagnon adding two with
Shaw with three assists. Against Newberry,
Shaw was hot with six goals with Hutchins
and Elizabeth Waughon adding one a piece.

For the season, Shaw has 32 goals
with Hutchins at 15 and Gagnon at four.
Waughon has three scores.
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Left: Clay High's state champion nucleus has fueled the Lady Blue Devils with readiness to defende title, led by, center, sophomore state champion Emma Heck. Right: Oakleaf mighty mite Lola
Nanan is one of many Knights lifters capable of top 10 team points for coach Ben White.

Left: Oakleaf weightlifter Emily Trimble has the eys of her teammates plus Clay girls in clean
and jerk. Right: Clay stalwarts Kyleigh LaFaye and Anna Lee Harbison bring big points in their
classes.

average lifters in each class and that gives
us points. A few girls; Ivy Gunn, Caylin
Volpe, Lily Auble, Amari Grant and Naya
Russell go big and win their classes and all
of a sudden, we are close.”

As White nervously tabulated on his
handheld laptop while Clay coach Keller
was crunching numbers in his head, the
meet’s finale was orchestrated by two of
both teams key veterans in the 154 pound
division; Ivy Gunn, third at state 3A last
year at 169, and Janiyah Stevens, state 2A
champion at 154.

In the end, Gunn took the weight class
in both disciplines with a personal best
Clean and Jerk the difference; 350-335
in the Olympic class and 385-380 in the
Regular class as Oakleaf won both ends of

the meet; 49-44 and 48-42.

“We may start having all meets in the
gym,” said White. “The place is packed ev-
ery meet. We said all week, “to be the best
you gotta beat the best” and we pulled it
out. A major step for the program.”

For Keller, the outcome may be a posi-
tive outcome for his defense of titles later
in the season.

“For us, its" about getting back in the
room and keep our heads down in prepara-
tion for the big meet at Suwannee and our
big picture goals in January and beyond.”

Next up is the annual Suwannee Christ-
mas Invitational in Live Oak, a top tier
event, Olympic Snatch team title won by
Clay last year (third in tradition, Oakleaf
seventh, Middleburg 10th), featuring nu-
merous state-ranked lifters from around
Florida.

@ STAFF PICK OF THE WEEK ®

A furever home for Lily

Lily is the longest resident in our shelter. She has
been in our shelter for over 800 days. When a dog

is in a shelter for that long people begin to think,
“what's wrong with her” or “will she be able to accli-
mate into a home setting” we can proudly say "YES
SHE CAN.” Lily was fostered temporarily last month
with a wonderful family who reassured us that she
can be a normal dog in a normal environment. She
did so well. She is house trained and did not have

an accident once. She enjoyed playing with her toys,
going on walks, and car rides. Lily has completed the
PA.W. (Pups at Work) Program at Lawtey Correction-
al Institution and graduated with her AKC Canine
Good Citizen Certificate (twice). She is very obiedient
and has a strong desire to please and work for her owner. Due to her strong prey drive and natural instinct
to hunt, she would do best in a home where there are no cats or dogs. She needs a fenced in backyard
where she can get consistent exercise and a dedicated family willing to put in the work to train her due to
her need for physical and mental stimulation. We know that she is capable of being an amazing dog and
living a loving fulfilled life with a family of her own.

AN,
‘ﬁ'?’ Safe Animal Shelter | 2913 County Road 220 Middleburg | 904-276-7233
. . Wednesday-Sunday 12pm-5pm | www.safeanimalshelter.com

PET ADOPTION
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A strong collection of action from Ponte Vedra Invitational; top left to right, Middleburg sisters Gracie and Lily Bradshaw, Ridgeview’s Grace Searcy, Oakleaf’s Adrianna Barrientos and
Middleburg’s Lily Bradshaw. Bottom row; Orange Park’s Jasmine Hecht, Middleburg’s Sara Walsh, and family fun with Barrientos trio.

from page 25

the wrestling was fast and furious as lo-
cal girl wrestlers got a quick shot of state-
wide power early in the season. The lone
missing state powerhouse was third placer
Matanzas.

“Talk about a collection of powerhous-
es,” said Oakleaf coach Mark DeToro. “The
teams that are here are the best in Florida
with teams traveling from South Dade at
the south end of the state to Milton way
wesl in the Panhandle. This is tough meet
for this early in season but a good test of
readiness.”

DeToro, new to Oakleaf High School
this, but a veteran of sorts with Fleming
Island High boys wrestling and Clay High
wrestling as a state placer himself at Clay
High, had just four wrestlers on his roster;
Audrianna Barrientos, Kailani Barrientos,
Jayla Harrison and Sofia Shirley-Montijo,
but got good mileage from his quartet with
junior Adrianna Barrientos, a state quali-
fier at 105 last year, taking top honors at
105, with the rest of the crew runnerups in
their weight classes; 170 for Harrison, 120
for Kailani Barrientos and 155 for Shirley-
Montijo.

“We are slowly building interest for the
team, but it'’s tough when we have such
great sports at Oakleaf; weightlifting, bas-
ketball, soccer,” said DeToro. “These girls

are setting mark now and we’ll build day
by day.”

Freedom High won the tournament with
a 213 total against runnerup Osceola’s 108
holding off Ponte Vedra's 101 for the top
three.

Middleburg grabbed fourth at 94 with
Oakleaf fifth at 84. Orange Park got 22nd
behind Jasmine Hecht at 150 while Clay
took 14th behind Aubrianna Apple first
place. Natali Tyre, sister to state champion
Garrett Tyre competed at 170.

Apple, in her fast and furiour style,
dispensed of her first two opponent with
lightning fast pins then went 7-0 and a
2:23 pin to win. Apple, eighth at state last
year, looks to better her numbers this year.

“Last year was a tough year,” said
Apple, who was wing man to graduated
state champion Madisyn Blackburn, now
at Brewton Parker College. “I've worked on
technique and control this year.”

Middleburg fared well with numbers;
seven athletes, with 190 Cheyenne Cruce,
fourth at 190 last year, winning decisively
in her weight class with two pins after a
bye: 18 seconds and a tough 3:34 match
with Mia Johnson of Fort Pierce Central.

The Broncos got team points with a
handful of thirds behind Gracie Bradshaw,
Memphis Moses and Skyla Fisher. Gracie
Bradshaw, a senior state qualifier, had the
intriguing win with a major decision 15-6
win over freshman sister Lily Bradshaw
for third place.

Fisher lost her second bout to Free-
dom High's Matio Coutinho via pin, then
stormed to two wins by pin for her third.

Moses lost her first match to Ponte Ve-
dra’s Sophia Mallon, then battled back with
three pins to defeat Mallon in her third
place match by pin.

For Orange Park, Hecht, a state qualifi-
er last year, lost to Oakleaf’s Shirley-Mon-
tijo in her third match to finish 3-1. Hecht
got a 10 second pin in her second match
against Lake Mary's Arianne Augustave.

For Ridgeview, with two wrestlers,
Zoey Fowler, at 130, took fourth. Graclynn
Searcy finished 1-2 at 125.

Paridon, Robinson lead Fleming
Island at 3A-Powerfest

KISSIMMEE - In Osceola’s always rug-
ged Danny Bryon Invitational featuring the
state’s best plus Georgia’s best, Fleming
Island got a handful of titles from their
state-strong squad led by defending state
runnerups Jayce Paridon (113) and Jhoel
Robinson (182). Fleming Island finished
third in Class 2A, in their first year in 2A,
behind Jesuit and Lake Gibson.

Paridon, at 126, smoked through his
weight class with four pins and a 7-0 win
over Class 1A champion Jensen Beach's
Ryan Mooney, third in 1A last year.

Robinson, at 220, got to his finals match
with two pins and two decisions before get-
ting an injury default win over Osceola’s

Fleming Island state runnerup Jayce Paridon
is top choice to return to final and reverse the
outcome.

Jomar Sanchez. Sanchez was third in 3A
at 220 last year.

Two of Fleming Island coach P.J. Cob-
bert’s “Young Pups” from last year, Mat-
thew Newman at 106, and Laird Duhay-
lungsod at 120, got gold and silver with
tough wins over South Dade and Camden
County athletes in their final matches.

Newman roared through his lineup with
five pins; fastest at :25, with this toughest
match, ironically, against Fleming Island
teammate Jordan Mukaddam with a 3:14
fall after a 3-2 score between the two.

SEE WRESTLING, 29
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from page 28

Newman dominated his final two matchs;
Jensen Beach and South Dade, with pins.

Duhaylungsod opened with  South
Dade’s Luis Acevedo, fourth in 3A 120 last
year, and lost a tough 5-2 match before re-
grouping with four wins to take second with
an 8-0 win over Camden County’s Brandon
Higgins. Duhaylungsod had a rough roster
of opponents from Deland, Southwest Mi-
ami and Osceola; all 3A powerhouses) to
fend off for his silver medal. One of Cob-
bert’s lone senior returners; Ronan Boze-
man at 170, finished his second place run
with a 6-4 win over South Dade’s Lawrence
Rosario. At 160, Chris Chop finished fifth;
Walter Poe, at 195, finished fourth and, at
285, Ethan Hoffstetter was fifth.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Top, from left, MiddIburg’s Wyatt LeDuc was gold medalist in Tallahassee, Ridgeview’s Kaiden Tibbetts fueled top finish for Ridgeview at Friday
Knights Lights at Oakleaf; Clay senior Dominic Martin got win and team title at Duals in the Dunes at Fernandina Beach.

Middlburg’s Tucker Cody won gold at Capital City Classic with Jhoel Robinson, Fleming Island,

going big at Danny Bryon slugfest in Osceola.

Broncos: Three gold a Captial City

TALLAHASSEE - Middleburg High took
the long ride to Tallahassee to face off
against some Class 2A powers and came
home with three first place wrestlers, two
seconds and a third place finish. Sixteen
teams competed. Led by Grady Woodard
at 120, Wyatt Leduc at 132 and Tucker
Cody at 220, all three with tough one or
two point finals wins, the Broncos stayed
within an half nelson with thier 238 team
points behind team champion Lincoln at
289 and Wakulla at 260. Chiles was a dis-
tant 160 in fourth place.

The Broncos got team points from top
five finishers from a handful of wrestlers
including silver medals to freshman Bryan
Davis, Jr., at 113, and senior Logan Moore

at 145.

Freshman Porter Loveland was third at
195 with a tech fall, 20-3, over Lincoln’s
Jordan Baker.

Ridgeview third at Friday Knights

OAKLEAF - At Oakleaf, Ridgeview High
may have surprised host Oakleaf with a
second place finish at the Oakleal High
hosted Friday Knight Lights afternoon
wrestling invitational held last week.

With Glynn Academy of Georgia domi-
nating with five team wins overall, Rid-
geview and Oakleaf built up to 3-2 won loss
records along with Westside.

In the final tally after round robin wres-
tling, Ridgeview fought to a 45-36 win over
Oakleaf for the runnerup spot. Oakleaf
would get third after Westside forfeited out

Middleburg’s Grady Woodard won title in Tallahasse among 32 teams. Right: Oakleaf has new
coach Mark DeToro, a Clay High state medalist in his day, with Rory Roderick, an Oakleaf state
placer in his day. Middleburg’s Grady Woodard won title in Tallahasse among 32 teams. Right:
Oakleaf has new coach Mark DeToro, a Clay High state medalist in his day, with Rory Roderick,
an Oakleaf state placer in his day.

of the final match.

On the first round, Westside defeated
Ridgeview 42-36 behind two late pins
at 182 and 195 with Ridgeview's Rayhn
Hutchinson pinning to keep the score tied,
but Westside's Terrance Goodman pinning
Ridgeview's Garrett Davis for the win.

Ridgeview kept moving forward with
wins of 56-24 over Ponte Vedra, 72-12
over Mainland before the championship
bracket had Glynn Academy wipe out West-
side 75-6 for the title.

Glynn Academhy beat Ridgeview 68-10
for the title with Kaiden Tibbetts getting a

ning for the Panthers’ points.
Oakleaf, under new coach Mark DeTo-

ro, opened with a strong 70-9 win over Or-
ange Park with pins throughout and wins
for Orange Park from Trevion Sermons and
Elijah Campbell.

Orange Park has a little bit of a tussle
from a game Keystone Heights team that
finished winless in five matches with the
Raiders prevailing 48-30.

For the Indians, Phoenix Contes, Luke
Graves, Canyon Hayes, Steve Raab all had
pins. Keystone Heights lost just 42-24 to
Mainland High of Daytona Beach.

Orange Park got a win against Ponte
Vedra 45-30 with pins from Elijag Grant,
Jonathan Garland, Dyland Owenby, Gray,
Trevion Sermons, Brody Klingler and But-
ler.

Orange Park’s Trevion Sermons was dominant against team champion Glynn County, GA in

Oakleaf’s Friday Knight Lights invitational.

MULTI-PURPOSE EVENT CENTER

Private Parties - Weddings - Seminars
Fundraisers - Corporate Events
Theatre & Musical Performances

oAt Spotlight Svents Center, we beliove inmaking unigue,

memorable, experiences that lust o Ufetime!

Call us today to book your next event!

904-375-9547 ———

1809 East-West Pkwy.
Fleming Island, FL 32003

WWW.SPOTLIGHTEVENTSCENTER.COM

INFO@SPOTLGHTEVENTSCENTER.COM
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Blackburn: 10-0 in
first college dual

Courtesy of BPCAthletics.com

GAFFNEY, S.C. — No. 13-ranked Brew-
ton-Parker women’s wrestling traveled
to Gaffney, South Carolina to compete in
the first dual of the season against NCAA
DII opponent Limestone (S.C.) on Tues-
day night.

On the Brewton roster is Glay High
School state champion Madisyn Black-
burn, wrestling at 130 pounds.

The Lady Barons (1-0) secured their
first win of the season in a 31-13 defeat
over the Saints (1-1)

Brewton-Parker opened the dual with
three forfeits in the 101, 109, and 116
bouts. Elora Waterman, Gabriela Galvez,
and Jamesa Robinson were credited with
the forfeit wins to give BPC a 15-0 lead
to start the dual.

At 123, Alesandra Burgos took down
Caroline Schmitt in a 10-0 tech fall
(1:27) to give the Lady Barons four ad-
ditional points. Madisyn Blackburn fol-
lowed with a 10-0 tech fall of her own
(0:00) against Alyssa Garza in the 130-
b bout. Brewton-Parker Women’s Wres-
tling appears in the latest (Dec.8) NAIA
Women's Wrestling Coaches’ Top-20 Poll,
the national office announced.

The Lady Barons moved to 17th in
the poll with seven individuals ranked.

On December 10, Brewton-Parker
Women's Wrestling hosted a dual tourna-
ment on Saturday in Gillis Gymnasium in
Mount Vernon. The Lady Barons (11-4)
finished with a 4-1 record on the day.

Brewton-Parker put together two
teams for the tournament BPG Blue (first
team) and BPC Red (second team). The
Lady Barons' first team gathered wins
over NCAA DII opponents Lincoln Memo-

rial (Tenn.) and Limestone (S.C.) while
also downing the No. 12-ranked team in
the NAIA in Missouri Baptist and (RV)
Montreat (N.C.).

BPC’s first team notched 11 pins on
the day and produced six tech falls while
the second team gathered four pins. Un-
fortunately, the second team finished the
day 0-4.

In the third dual of the day, BPC de-
feated Mid-South opponent, Montreat 43-
4.

At 130, Madisyn Blackburn produced
a fall (4:36) over Isabella Hoffman.

Against Limestone, the Lady Barons
put together a 36-10 performance that
saw three-straight forfeit wins to open
the dual. Burgos (123) recorded a 2-0 de-
cision over Caroline Schmitt followed by
Blackburn’s (130) pin on Alyssa Garza.

In the final dual of the day, BPC
knocked off No. 12-ranked Missouri Bap-
tist in a 35-11 win.

Blackburn won with a pin (5:33) over
Taryn Johnson at 130.

Brewton-Parker returns to action on
Dec. 30 at the Midlands Championships.

CHS Ethan Larson at Brewton Parker Wrestling

Clay High graduate Ethan Larsen, now a freshman wrestler at Brewton Parker College in
Georgia, is a 197 pound grappler for the Barons with recent wins in a tri-meet with Coker
College and St. Andrews on December 10. Against Coker, Larsen won an 11-4 match to give
Brewton’s its 18th pointin a 27-17 loss with a team point taken from Brewton Parker.
Larsen got a pin against St. Andrews in the Barons’33-15 win. Brewton Parker has a Wed.,
Dec. 14 match at Truett McConnell University in Georgia. Clay High state champion Garrett
Tyre is a 285 poiund freshman wrestler at Coker College.

CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY RAY DIMONDA

Fleming Island forward Darion Domenick flies to hoop against Ridgeview.

Contenders look to destroy
Eagles’ winning streak

RIDGEVIEW- The Friday night hoops action
picked up a notch as everyone in the coun-
ty wants to be the first to knock down the
unbeaten Fleming Island Golden Fagles.

In intra-county play, the Ridgeview Pan-
thers wanted their shot in the Panther Den
and started out looking like tonight could
be the magic night as the Panthers opened
up a six point lead, flying around the court,
putting the Golden Eagles in a daze.

By the second quarter, the lead began
to shrink as Fleming Island repositioned
a few players to slow the Panther attack.
The Panther’s began throwing it up without
draining. Fleming Island went all out on
defense and began racking up the steals,
driving, and hitting to get ahead 35-32 at
the half.

Out of the locker room, Fleming Island
charged the batteries and pounded away
al the Panthers, holding the home team
to four points in the fourth quarter. The
onslaught continued until the final buzzer
sounded on a 26 point victory over the
Panthers, 78-52.

“We told them they just have to raise
the energy level during the halftime, they
have to get after it,” said Fleming Island
Head Coach Traavis Chandler. “I was proud
of these guys coming out with that third
quarter energy. We are down two of our top
players tonight, one with an injury and the
other on an official college visit. The two of
them would bring 30 points. I was really
proud of the other players stepping up. The
Panthers really came out to play tonight,
it's Friday night and we're in the Panther’s
Den. These guys played real hard.”

After the all-out assault by the Pan-
thers in the first quarter, they never let
up. It was Fleming Island who decided it
was time to step up and go all out. By 4:52

Ridgeview guard Jarren Rosier goes past
Fleming Island guard Isaiah Robinson in front
of Ridgeview coach Jerome Clyburn who had
upset of unbeaten Golden Eagles in mind
until Fleming Island surged in second half.

in the second, Fleming Island finally took
control and led the game, 27-26. The Pan-
thers used an aggressive defense and kept
everything close, knowing a few points
here and there could make the difference.
As the teams took to the locker rooms at
the half, the Golden Eagle three point lead
didn’t look so intimidating, giving the Pan-
thers motivation for the second half.

But out of the locker room, the Golden
Eagles looked like they found something to
charge them up to full capacity.

On the other end of the court, the
Panthers seemed like they never rested,
or maybe rested too much. The drive just
wasn't there.

“We came out, and it was just our en-
ergy was low,” said Panther's Head Goach
Jerome Clyburn. “Sometimes I think, well
that's our Achilles Heel, the third quarter.
[ wish somehow we could just not have a
halftime. In the beginning, the main thing
was the energy kept us right in the game.
In the end, we got a little tired and ran out
of gas. We have to do a little more condi-
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Oakleaf High is employing strong halfcourt defense; here with Machi Martin picking pocket
against Raines, in Knights third place finish at Fortegra Invitational.

tioning after practice.”

Fleming Island felt this and pounced all
over the Panthers as Ridgeview was trying
to get back into the game. At 3:17 of the
third, Ridgeview was under the net and put
the ball up five times without it ever going
in. Coming down with the rebound, Flem-
ing Island drove the court and drained it
for another two. The highlight of the night
was with a steal, Fleming Island had the
ball with :02 seconds on the clock. They
worked the ball over to George Hamm who
ended the night as the team high scorer
with 20 points. From mid-court Hamm
tossed a buzzer beater, throwing up a shot
that dropped with nothing but net for a
3-pointer ending the third quarter, 63-48.

The final stanza was all Golden Eagles.
Even after they cleared the bench with
subs, the lead just kept growing as Rid-
geview couldn’t catch a break on the ball
dropping and Fleming Island was relent-
less on rebounds and driving. There was
little slowed, settled play. Just hustle up
and down the court and tons of layups until
they amassed the 26 point gap in the last
minute and held it there to head back to
the Island still unblemished 6-0 with the
huge 78-52 victory.

“Losing 10 seniors last year, no one
thought we would be where we are at right
now,” said Chandler. “I just tell the guys,
one game at a time. Just believe in the cul-
ture, championship culture, championship
togetherness and just getting it done. I tell
them just think like we are 0-0."

Following Hamm's 20 points, Fleming
Island high scorers included Darien Domi-
neck with 16, and Joey Chenette with 12.
As a team, Fleming Island hit six 3-point
shots. For the Panthers, Kole Whitaker had
17, followed by Chris Baptiste with 9. The
Panthers hit seven 3-pointers.

Knights third at Fortagra

With a stifling defense in their Fortegra
9:12 tournament opener, the Oakleaf High
Knights boys basketball team ran rough-
shod over Raines High School, but top-
ranked Providence had just enough fire-
power to offset the Knights overwhelming
attack with an overtime win. Oakleaf (6-1)

¥ o

Clay High big man Cameron Jones-Dixon bodies up on drive from Munroe High guard in Blue
Devils Saturday loss. Right: St. Johns Country Day School top shooter Camden Cooper. a
seventh grader, has been 21 points per game for Spartan attack.

finished third with a final game; a win over
Sandalwood.

“You missed a classic,” said Price, after
his Episcopal game in the semifinals. “Up
58-53, we lost in overtime and had a shot
at the end to win it. A great performance
that came up a little short.”

Against Raines, Oakleaf won 58-12 to
challenge the Providence unbeaten re-
cord; now 7-0, with a handful of steals
and blocked shots; two steals from Aaron
Rivers, two from Sean Jones, four blocks
Coachman. Oakleaf opened up fast with a
15-9 first quarter, then closed fast with a
15-7 fourth quarter to tie the game. Provi-
dence went 10-5 in the overtime for the
win.

Devin Kersh was selected among three
Providence players to the Fortegra All
Tournament team.

Against Providence, Kersh and Travis
Knox both topped scoring with 12 points.

Against Sandalwood, Kersh had 11
points, five rebounds with Knox finishing
with 10.

Oakleaf five straight wins to open the
season is a school record.

Oakleaf is at Clay on Tues., Dec. 13 with
First Coast hosting the Knights on Friday.

Oakleaf will play in the Jarvis Williams
Christmas Tournament at Palatka High
School.

Also at Fortegra, Orange Park (5-2)
opened with a 42-36 loss to Sandalwood
before beating Camden County (83-58) and
Mandarin (72-40) to finish fifth.

Against Sandalwood, Orange Park took
a 21-20 lead into the third quarter and
held to 26-25 into the fourth but could not
break away.

Raider guard Thomas Faucett had 20
points against Mandarin with Avorie Gray-
son grabbing 11 rebounds.

Sherrard Adams had 20 with Faucett

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Orange Park getting strong play from Kevin Monterola underneath, here is battle against
Sandalwood.

adding 18 against Camden County.

In regular season play before the
Fortegra Tournament, Orange Park beat
Flagler Palm Coast 68-34 with Adams at
21 points.

Orange Park has a home game against
Bishop Kenny (4-1) on Tues., Dec. 13.

Orange Park will play in the Battle on
the Island at Fleming Island High over the
Christmas break.

On Sat., Dec. 10, Clay (1-4) lost a 64-
48 match to unbeaten 2A-Munroe (3-0) out
of Tallahassee.

Middleburg (2-4) is riding a three game
losing streak with losses to St. Johns Coun-
try Day School, Frederica Academy (GA)
and Keystone Heights.

St. Johns Country Day School, led by
seventh grader Camden Cooper’s hot scor-
ing (21.6 points per game), is 5-2 with
three wins stopped by a loss to Tocoi Creek
on Fri., Dec. 9. The Spartans won three
over Stanton, First Coast Christian and
Beaches Chapel prior to Tocoi Creek.

Cooper and senior center Andrew
Hightower are top scorers with Hightower
adding 18.9 points per game. Cooper has
games of 24, 34, 32 with three games at 17
and one for 10 to lead the Spartans.

Against Stanton, with 34 points, Cooper
hit five three pointers. A 32 point effort
against First Coast Christian came with
four threes.

Hightowers best game was an 18 point
night in a win over Middleburg.

St. Johns heads to the Classic Basket-
ball Tournament in the Gaylord Palms Re-
sort in Orlando with a first game scheduled
against Sunbright High (1-5) of Tennessee.

The Spartans bracket features teams
from Tuscaloosa, AL; McGuffey High (PA),
Montclair Kimberly Academy (NJ), Tiver-
ton High (RI) and Uniontown Area (PA).

Keystone Heights boys basketball (4-2)
has three straight wins since a Middleburg
win on December 6 (65-52) with wins over
Crescent City (63-49) and Baldwin (56-53)
1o start 2022.
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Renegades holds off late charge for national title

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORLANDO - Following an epic 17 weeks of
dominating football the Oakleaf Renegades
10-Under Pop Warner team, led by prolific
tailback Calvin Ferguson's three scores,
held off a second half surge by the Addison
Gowboys of Illinois to win a 34-19 national
championship title in just their third year
of existence.

“This is the first time in about 25 years
that a team from the First Goast Confer-
ence in the northeast Jacksonville area,
has been to the championship game,” said
First Coast Conference President Dean
Prince. “The last team that got close was a
team from Ponte Vedra that lost a thriller
in the national semifinal game.”

For Carlos Lowe, in his third year
at the helm of the Renegades who only
started playing in the newly-constructed
Oakleaf Youth Sports, the Renegades have
blistered their way through a season that
started August 1.

“I was in Pensacola in Perdido Bay

Buccaneers a few years ago and we made
it all the way to the semifinals,” said Lowe,
a U.S. Marine. “This was my second time
around. We told the kids last week that
this whole week was either going to be a
fun one and we started partying after our

semifinal win.”

With the game seemingly in hand be-
hind tailback Calvin Ferguson three 50-
plus yard scoring runs and a dash from Ke-
onte Ayers, the Renegades bolted to a 27-0
lead on the Addison team to go into the half

with the same point total as their two pre-
vious wins; 27-0 in both the quarterfinals
and in Tuesday’s semifinal win over Lower
Perks of Pennsylvania.

Prince, involved in Pop Warner and
youth sports for nearly 30 years in the
Jacksonville area, appreciated the efforts
of Renegades coach Carlos Lowe and the
Oakleaf area community, said he went into
the tunnel of the Camping World Stadium
to get the championship trophy at one
point in the second half and returned the
to field with the game a lot closer.

“Addison started to come back on the
Oakleafl team, but a strip tackle and fum-
ble recovery by the Renegades on a Cow-
boy breakaway seemed to turn the game
around,” said Prince. “That Addison team
was starting to make their move.”

The fumble; tackle by Ferguson on a
breakaway run by Addison, fumble pick up
by Antonio Hamilton, led to a final touch-
down by Ferguson to move the score from
27-19 1o 34-19.

“Calvin Ferguson did an amazing run af-
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ter that fumble to set the game,” said Chris
Kennedy, in his first year as director of
the Oakleaf Youth Sports Association.”Our
staff is full of plenty of military guys that
understand discipline and focus to task.
We have quality coaches that teach the
kids good football and good sportsmanship
and they just settled in and maintained the
course.”

Kennedy said the team plans a Satur-
day banquet on Saturday to honor the team
and then a Wed., Dec. 21 date with the
Jacksonville Iceman hockey team.

“The kids are excited to be on the field;
the big field was a special excitement,”
said Prince. “The Florida Citrus Associa-
tion has been a big part of giving the kids a
quality experience with all the amenities in
the Orlando area. The Oakleaf community

should be commended for their fundrais-
ing and support of the kids to make all this
happen.”

65th Annual Pop Warner National Championships

10-Unders, Division 2
Oakleaf Renegades vs. Addison Cowboys (IL)

1st Quarter

Oakleaf: Calvin Ferguson. From Addison 39 yard line,
stiff arm on left side sweep at 7:39.

43 Yard run 6-0, OB Elijah Baker PAT run
7-0

2nd Quarter

7:30 - After turnover on downs by Addison on
Oakleaf 35, Calvin Ferguson jet sweep around right
end, big block from wide receiver Tristan Tobler, 63

Yards TD.

13-0
PAT Keonte Ayers Run

:]54;3_(? Keonte Ayers on jet sweep right to left, 33 yards
.

20-0

Miss PAT pass to Elijah Goldwire

Third Quarter

9:08 - Third and 10 at Oakleaf 34, Ferguson sweep
left, outran Addison defense, 66 yard TD

26-0
Conversion PAT pass to Ferguson
27-0

2:37 - Addison scores, running back Jason Felham-
mer 12Yd. TD

27-6

Pass to Ethan Christerna PAT

27-7

Fourth Quarter

8:07 - Oakleaf fumbles away at Addison 15, recov-
ered by Addison Giovanni Alvarez.

7:49 - Addison scores on 65 yard pass on short slant
to Ethan Christerna, outrunning Oakleaf defense to
end zone.

27-13

PAT kick missed

5:27 - Oakleaf misses fourth down pass. Addison
takes over one downs at Oakleaf 31

3:57 - Addison at Oakleaf 2, Oakleaf defense; Jer-
emiah Santiago-Epps and Jaquavion Valentine with
two stops, Addison scores on fourth and one.

27-19
PAT kick no good.

1:47 - Calvin Ferguson bounces right off tackle goes
46 yards for touchdown.
33-19

PAT pass to Elijah Goldwire
34-19
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Oakleaf High broke a 0-0 halftime tie with previously unbeaten Clay High with a 2-1 win Tuesday night at Clay High School. Scoring for Oakleaf were Chloe Hammer and Taylor James. Clay
was without lead scorer Kirra Dodson and her 26 goals thus far in the season. Pictured are (1) Oakleaf forward Jocelyn Hill getting covered by Clay defender Kaygen Williamson, (2) Oakleaf
forward Natalie Landry fires off a shot on goal, and (3) Clay freshman forward Kate Wilkening breaks for goal.

St. Johhs Country Day School won a 4=0 game over Fletcher in a battle of defending state
champions with the Lady Spartans champs of Class 2A and Fletcher champions of Class 6A. St.
Johns will host Bishop Moore, the Class 4A champions, on Friday at 5:30 p.m. Pictured are (1),
Alixandria Fletcher battling with Fletcher defender Stella Peterson, (2) St. Johns forward Sophia
Pontieri just before scoring first goal of night near the 21 minute mark of the first half, and (3)
senior Lauren Mateo with a hair-flying head ball. Mateo recently committed to play at Embry
Riddle University. Note: St. Johns coach Mike Pickett was named the USA top girls high school
soccer coach recently by MaxPreps who listed their top 100 coaches in America. The Spartans
are currently ranked No. 2 in America.

Clay High hosted Oakleaf in their gym in basketball, but the Knights were on fire with a
72-52 win on Tuesday. Pictured, Oakleaf guard Aaron Rivers clamps tight defense on Clay
guard Zach Bybee.
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Level: Advanced

Dekermw\a (:ke code ko reveal bthe answer!

Solve the code to discover words related to driver safety.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 2 =E)

13 3 21 21 25 21

11 2 23 5 24 2 19 5

17 2 18 2 9 11 3 6 2

20 23 7 5 3 25 9
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WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to safe driving.
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I am a singer and songwriter born
in Pennsylvania on December 13,
1989. | began performing in musical
theater as a child and moved to
Nashville at age 14. | became the
youngest artist to write and record
a #1 hit on the U.S. charts.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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WORDS
I 2 T O
C 0O R S ACCIDENT
P Y B I AIRBAG
U B G R ALERT
BLINDSPOT
V N W B CAMERA
W P U E COURTESY
Y UMD DEBRIS
E P L G DISTRACTION
DRIVE
S W I S HAZARD
R R 0O Y LAW
E S V O MERGE
E A W P PATROL
REDUCED
D ¢ 0 I REGULATION
F U F M SAFETY
Y A T F SEAT BELT
C W S D SIGNAL
Z A H U SIGNS
sLow
L E P H SPACE
W B T S VEHICLE
VvV A N V VISIBILITY
WEATHER
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NOTICE OF AGENCY

ACTION TAKEN

BY THE ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Notice is given that the following permit
was issued on December 5, 2022 Regen-
cy Reality Group, Inc. 121 W Forsyth St,
Ste 200, Jacksonville, FL, 32202-3842,
You Scream Properties, LLC, 40 Rahling
Cir. Little Rock, AR 72223-9187

permit# 65850-209. The project is located
in Clay County, Section 7,

Township 4S South, Range 25E East.
The permit authorizes a surface water
management system on 1.01 acres for
Letter modification of Permit No. 65850-
57 for Dairy Queen-Oakleaf Village, A
1.01-acre project

known as Dairy Queen Oakleaf Village.
The receiving water body is Double
Branch.

A person whose substantial interests are
or may be affected has the right to re-
quest an administrative hearing by filing
a written petition with the St. Johns River
Water Management District (District).
Pursuant to Chapter 28-106 and Rule
40C-1.1007, Florida Administrative Code
(F.A.C.), the petition must be filed (re-
ceived) either by delivery at the office of
the District Clerk at District Headquarters,
P.O. Box 1429, Palatka FL 32178-1429
(4049 Reid St, Palatka, FL 32177) or by
e-mail with the District Clerk at Clerk@
sjrwmd.com, within twenty-one (21) days
of newspaper publication of the notice
of District decision (for those persons to
whom the District does not mail or email
actual notice). A petition must comply with
Sections 120.54(5)(b)4. and 120.569(2)
(c), Florida Statutes (F.S.), and Chapter
28-106, F.A.C. The District will not accept
a petition sent by facsimile (fax). Media-
tion pursuant to Section 120.573, F.S.,
may be available and choosing mediation
does not affect your right to an adminis-
trative hearing.

A petition for an administrative hearing is
deemed filed upon receipt of the complete
petition by the District Clerk at the District
Headquarters in Palatka, Florida during
the District’s regular business hours. The
District's regular business hours are 8
a.m. — 5 p.m., excluding weekends and
District holidays. Petitions received by
the District Clerk after the District's regu-
lar business hours shall be deemed filed
as of 8 a.m. on the District’s next regular
business day. The District's acceptance
of petitions filed by e-mail is subject to
certain conditions set forth in the District’s
Statement of Agency Organization and
Operation (issued pursuant to Rule 28-
101.001, Florida Administrative Code),
which is available for viewing at www.
sjrwmd.com.

These conditions include, but are not
limited to, the petition being in the form
of a PDF or TIFF file and being capable
of being stored and printed by the Dis-
trict. Further, pursuant to the District’s
Statement of Agency Organization and
Operation, attempting to file a petition by
facsimile (fax) is prohibited and shall not
constitute filing.

The right to an administrative hearing and
the relevant procedures to be followed
are governed by Chapter 120, Florida
Statutes, Chapter 28-106, Florida Ad-
ministrative Code, and Rule 40C- 1.1007,
Florida Administrative Code. Because
the administrative hearing process is de-
signed to formulate final agency action,
the filing of a petition means the District's
final action may be different from the po-
sition taken by it in this notice. Failure
to file a petition for an administrative
hearing within the requisite time frame
shall constitute a waiver of the right to
an administrative hearing. (Rule 28-
106.111, F.A.C.).

If you wish to do so, please visit www.
sjrwmd.com/nor_dec/ to read the com-
plete Notice of Rights to determine any
legal rights you may have concerning
the District's decision(s) on the permit
application(s) described above. You
can also request the Notice of Rights
by contacting the Office of Records
and Regulatory Support, 4049 Reid St.,
Palatka, FL 32177-2529, tele. no 386-
329-4570.

Legal 47256 Published 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH
JUDICIAL, CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO: 22-DR-1642

Jessica Roszel,

Petitioner

And

Nathan Cramer

Respondent

Name Change for Minor Child

To: Nathan Cramer, last know address
1636 Sheridan St. Jacksonville, FL
32207.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for
Name Change for Minor Child has been
filed against you and that you are required
to serve a copy of your written defenses,
if any, to it on Jessica Roszel, whose ad-
dress is 2019 Creekmont Dr. Middleburg,
FL 32068, on or before January 20, 2023,
and file the original with the clerk of this
Court at 825 N. Orange Ave, Green Cove
Springs, FL 32043. Before service on Pe-
titioner or immediately thereafter. If you
fail to do so, a default may be entered
against you for the relief demanded in
the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this
case, including orders, are available
at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s of-
fice. You may review these documents
upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit
Court’s office notified of your current
address. (You may file Designation of
Current Mailing and E-Mail Address,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Fam-

ily Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in
this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed
to the addresses on record at the
clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Fam-
ily Law Rules of Procedure, requires
certain automatic disclosure of docu-
ments and information. Failure to com-
ply can result in sanctions, including
dismissal or striking of pleadings.
Dated: 12/09/2022

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

By: Gracie Moore

(Deputy Clerk)

Legal 47255 Published 12/15/2022,
12/22/2022, 12/29/2022 and 1/5/2023 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

INVITATION TO BID

Individual sealed bids for the Town of Or-
ange Park U10 Baseball Field Lighting
at Orange Park Athletic Association
(OPAA), in Orange Park, Florida will be
received by the Town Clerk, the Town
of Orange Park, 2042 Park Avenue,
Orange Park, Florida until 10:00 a.m.,
local time, January 31, 2023.

Envelopes must be clearly marked with
the project title, time and date of bid open-
ing. If mailed, bids must be addressed to
the Town Clerk at the above address.
Bids must be submitted in the format as
outlined in the specifications.

The award of this bid will result in a six-
month contract.

Bidding for this project includes the fol-
lowing:

1. Construction of six field lighting assem-
blies at the U10 field of OPAA in the Town
of Orange Park, FL

Bid documents will be made available by
2:00 p.m., December 9, 2022 by calling
Rachel Savidge, Town of Orange Park
Public Works at (904)264-7411 or email
rsavidge@townop.com. All plans and
specifications are in digital format.
Bidders must submit with the Bid, docu-
mentation that they have constructed
similar type work completed during the
past five years with references.

Bid bonds are not required. All projects
will be less than the threshold required
pursuant to Section 255.05, Florida
Statutes for Performance and Payment
Bonds.

The Town shall have the right to reject
any or all bids or to reject bids in the
Town’s best interest. Questions regarding
the solicitation shall be addressed to Kyle
Croce, PE, (904)264-7411.

By: Sarah Campbell

Town Manager

Legal 47254 Published 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

FILE NUMBER: 2022-CP-000696
DIVISION: A

IN RE: ESTATE OF

WALLACE RANDOLPH HAWKINS, JR.
a/k/a WALLACE RANDOLPH HAWKINS
Deceased,

The administration of the estate of WAL-
LACE RANDOLPH HAWKINS, JR., de-
ceased, whose date of death was Sep-
tember 4, 2022, is pending in the Circuit
Court for Clay County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is Clay
County Circuit Court, Probate Division,
825 North Orange Avenue, Green Cove
Springs, Florida, 32043. The name and
address of the Personal Representative
and the Personal Representative's attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate on whom
a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS AND. DEMANDS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this No-
tice is December 15, 2022.

Personal Representative

Corliss Nina O'Conner

1556 Royal Fern Lane

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Attorney for Personal Representative:
Geraldine C. Hartin

Florida Bar 15201

3168 Highway 17, Suite A Fleming Island,
FL 32003 904-278-3888
geraldine.hartin@gmail.com

Legal 47005 Published 12/15/2022 and
12/22/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE

BURGART ENTERPRISES TOWING
INC. gives notice that on 12/30/2022 at
12:00 PM the following vehicles(s) may
be sold by public sale at 4360 CR 218
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068 to satisfy the
lien for the amount owed on each vehicle
for any recovery, towing, or storage ser-
vices charges and administrative fees al-
lowed pursuant to Florida statute 713.78.
JTLKT324154026239 2005 TOYT

Legal 47004 Published 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids will be received by the District

School Board of Clay County until

1:30pm on Wednesday, 18 January
023

in the Purchasing Conference Room,

800 Center Street, Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043

at which time and place all bids received
will be publicly opened and read aloud for
furnishing all labor and materials for the
construction of:

RIDGEVIEW ELEMENTARY

ROOF REPAIR/REPLACEMENT &
KITCHEN/CAFETERIA RENOVATION
421 Jefferson Ave, Orange Park, FL
32065

Work includes tear-off and replacement
of fiberglass shingle roofing, drip edge,
gutters and downspouts on Buildings 1,
2, 3 and 4; replacement of hard gypsum
board ceilings in the kitchen areas; re-
place lighting, diffusers and registers in
the dining room and kitchen areas; repair
stucco on fascias and soffits of Buildings
1, 2, 3 and 4 and re-coat all stucco with
synthetic elastomeric coating. Complete
scope is included in the Drawings and
Specifications.

All work shall be done according to the
plans and specifications prepared by:
BRIAN BOATRIGHT ARCHITECT, INC.
914 Plainfield Ave, Orange Park, FL
32073

email all questions to brianoboatrightaia@
gmail.com

include project number in subject line
Plans are on file and open to inspection
at the office of the architect and are avail-
able for purchase and on file with the fol-
lowing plan room:

LDI Reproprinting Center

550 Wells Road, Suite 8, Orange Park,
FL 32073

(904) 579-4027
orangepark@Idireproprinting.com
Addenda will be posted with the plan
room listed above. Partial sets of draw-
ings and/or specifications are not advised
and neither the architect nor owner will be
responsible for partial information given
to subcontractors by the general contrac-
tors. Electronic drawings and specifi-
cations will not be distributed.

There will be Mandatory Pre-bid Meet-
ing at the site on Thursday, 5 January
2023, at 11:00am per Section 00100,
Part 9.2. Bidders not attending the pre-
bid meeting will not be permitted to
submit a bid.

Only contractors having been pre-qual-
ified by the Clay County School District
are eligible to submit bids for this project.
Only pre-qualified Contractors should
submit bids for this project (Florida Stat-

utes).

DISCRIMINATION: An entity or affiliate
who has been placed on the discrimina-
tory vendor list may not submit a bid on
a contract to provide goods or services
to a public entity, may not submit a bid
on a contract with a public entity for the
construction or repair of a public build-
ing or public work, may not submit bids
on leases of real property to public entity,
may not award or perform work as a con-
tractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consul-
tant under contract with any public entity,
and may not transact business with any
public entity.

The owner reserves the right to waive
any irregularities and minor technicalities
or to reject any and all bids. Each bidder
must deposit, with his bid, a bid bond or
cashier's check in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the base bid price, payable
to the owner.

The successful bidder will be required
to provide a payment and performance
bond in the amount of 100% of the ac-
cepted bid amount.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within
(60) days after the actual date of the
opening thereof.

Any actual or prospective bidder who dis-
putes the reasonableness or competitive-
ness of the terms and conditions of the
invitation to bid, contract award, or recom-
mendation for contract award, shall file a
notice of protest with the superintendent
of schools within 72 hours of receipt of
the bid solicitation, posting of the bid tab-
ulations, or posting of the bid award and
must file a formal written protest within ten
(10) days following the filing of the notice
to protest. Failure to observe such time-
lines will constitute a waiver of proceed-
ings and of right to protest as stipulated in
Chapter 120 of the Florida Statutes. The
school board requires a protestor to post
bond in accordance with Florida Statutes,
Section 255.0516 F.S.

Protest Bond Requirement:

Should a contractor wish to protest the bid
recommendation, the protestor shall be
required to post a bond as follows:
I.Twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00), or
2% of the lowest accepted bid, which-
ever is greater, for projects valued over
$500,000.00; and

Il.Five percent (5%) of the lowest ac-
cepted bid for all projects valued less than
$500,000.00.

Conditioned upon payment of all cost and
fees, which may be adjusted against the
protestor, in the administrative hearing. If
at the hearing, the school board prevails,

it may recover all costs and attorney’s
fees from the protester; if the protestor
prevails, the protestor shall recover from
the school board, all costs and attorney’s
fees.

Bid Tabulations shall be posted in the
Operations Reception area at 925 Cen-
ter Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida
32043, after the intended recommenda-
tion is announced on or about four (4)
days after the bid opening. The Bid Tabu-
lation will remain posted for a minimum
period of 96 hours.

David Broskie, Superintendent

Clay County District Schools

Legal 46995 Published 12/15/2022,
12/22/2022, and 12/29/2022 in Clay
County's Clay Today newspaper

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids will be received by the District
School Board of Clay County until
2:00pm on Wednesday, 18 January
2023,

in the Purchasing Conference Room,
800 Center Street, Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043

at which time and place all bids received
will be publicly opened and read aloud for
furnishing all labor and materials for the
construction of:

WILKINSON ELEMENTARY
KITCHEN/CAFETERIA RENOVATIONS
4965 C.R. 218, Middleburg, FL 32068
Work includes the replacement of acous-
tical ceiling tiles and lighting in the dining
room and kitchen areas and the expan-
sion of the existing freezer unit to the
exterior with new refrigeration equipment.
Complete scope is included in the Draw-
ings and Specifications.

All' work shall be done according to the
plans and specifications prepared by:
BRIAN BOATRIGHT ARCHITECT, INC.
914 Plainfield Ave, Orange Park, FL
32073

email all questions to brianoboatrightaia@
gmail.com

include project number in subject line
Plans are on file and open to inspection
at the office of the architect and are avail-
able for purchase and on file with the fol-
lowing plan room:

LDI Reproprinting Center

550 Wells Road, Suite 8, Orange Park,
FL 32073

(904) 579-4027

orangepark @Idireproprinting.com
Addenda will be posted with the plan
room listed above. Partial sets of draw-
ings and/or specifications are not advised
and neither the architect nor owner will be
responsible for partial information given
to subcontractors by the general contrac-
tors. Electronic drawings and specifi-
cations will not be distributed.

There will be Mandatory Pre-bid Meet-
ing at the site on Thursday, 5 January
2023, at 9:00am per Section 00100,
Part 9.2. Bidders not attending the pre-
bid meeting will not be permitted to
submit a bid.

Only contractors having been pre-qual-
ified by the Clay County School District
are eligible to submit bids for this project.
Only pre-qualified Contractors should
submit bids for this project (Florida
Statutes).

DISCRIMINATION: An entity or affiliate
who has been placed on the discrimina-
tory vendor list may not submit a bid on
a contract to provide goods or services
to a public entity, may not submit a bid
on a contract with a public entity for the
construction or repair of a public build-
ing or public work, may not submit bids
on leases of real property to public entity,
may not award or perform work as a con-
tractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consul-
tant under contract with any public entity,
and may not transact business with any
public entity.

The owner reserves the right to waive
any irregularities and minor technicalities
or to reject any and all bids. Each bidder
must deposit, with his bid, a bid bond or
cashier's check in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the base bid price, payable
to the owner.

The successful bidder will be required
to provide a payment and performance
bond in the amount of 100% of the ac-
cepted bid amount.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within
(60) days after the actual date of the
opening thereof.

Any actual or prospective bidder who dis-
putes the reasonableness or competitive-
ness of the terms and conditions of the
invitation to bid, contract award, or recom-
mendation for contract award, shall file a
notice of protest with the superintendent
of schools within 72 hours of receipt of
the bid solicitation, posting of the bid tab-
ulations, or posting of the bid award and
must file a formal written protest within ten
(10) days following the filing of the notice
to protest. Failure to observe such time-
lines will constitute a waiver of proceed-
ings and of right to protest as stipulated in
Chapter 120 of the Florida Statutes. The
school board requires a protestor to post
bond in accordance with Florida Statutes,
Section 255.0516 F.S.

Protest Bond Requirement:

Should a contractor wish to protest the bid
recommendation, the protestor shall be
required to post a bond as follows:
I.Twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00), or
2% of the lowest accepted bid, which-
ever is greater, for projects valued over
$500,000.00; and

Il.LFive percent (5%) of the lowest ac-
cepted bid for all projects valued less than
$500,000.00.

Conditioned upon payment of all cost and
fees, which may be adjusted against the
protestor, in the administrative hearing. If
at the hearing, the school board prevails,
it may recover all costs and attorney’s
fees from the protester; if the protestor
prevails, the protestor shall recover from
}he school board, all costs and attorney’s
ees.

Bid Tabulations shall be posted in the
Operations Reception area at 925 Cen-
ter Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida
32043, after the intended recommenda-
tion is announced on or about four (4)
days after the bid opening. The Bid Tabu-
lation will remain posted for a minimum
period of 96 hours.

David Broskie, Superintendent

Clay County District Schools

Legal 46994 Published 12/15/2022,
12/22/2022, and 12/29/2022 in Clay
County's Clay Today newspaper

Notice of Meeting

Ridgewood Trails

Community Development District

The meeting of the Board of Supervi-
sors of the Ridgewood Trails Commu-
nity Development District will be held on
Wednesday, January 4, 2022 at 6:00
p.m. at the Plantation Oaks Amenity
Center, 845 Oakleaf Plantation Parkway,
Orange Park, Florida 32065. The meet-
ing is open to the public and will be con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions
of Florida Law for Community Develop-
ment Districts. A copy of the agenda for
the meeting may be obtained from the
District Manger, at 475 West Town Place,
Suite 114, St. Augustine, Florida 32092
(and phone (904) 940-5850). The meet-
ing may be continued to a date, time, and
place to be specified on the record at the
meeting. There may be occasions when
one or more Supervisors will participate
by telephone.

Any person requiring special accom-
modations at the meeting because of a
disability or physical impairment should
contact the District Office at (904) 940-
5850 at least two calendar days prior to
the meeting. If you are hearing or speech
impaired, please contact the Florida Re-
lay Service at 1-800-955-8770, for aid in
contacting the District Office.

Each person who decides to appeal any
action taken at the meeting is advised that
person will need a record of the proceed-
ings and that accordingly, the person may
need to ensure that a verbatim record of
the proceedings is made, including the
testimony and evidence upon which such
appeal is to be based.

Marilee Giles

District Manager

Legal 46905 Published 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

JOB POSTING

Utility Operator— Town of Orange Park

The Town of Orange Park is seeking can-
didates for the position of Utility Operator.
The position requires a skilled profes-
sional in the Water / Wastewater Depart-
ment. Incumbent will be responsible for
operation of the Town water and AWWT
Wastewater plants. The position will be
responsible for running laboratory tests
to monitor plant performance, making
adjustments as necessary to keep sys-
tems in compliance with regulatory agen-
cies. Duties include maintaining charts of
water pressure, water and sewage flow,
record various meter readings, operate
and maintain equipment such as pumps,
blowers, chlorinators, fans and drives. In-
cumbent makes periodical rounds of wa-
ter / wastewater facilities, lift stations for
proper operation. Applicant must have a
high school diploma or GED, valid Florida
driver’s license, and State of Florida Class
C wastewater operator license. Requires
heavy lifting and working outdoors in all
weather conditions. Full time with ben-
efits including vacation and retirement.
Starting salary is $40,522 DOQ. Submit
application to: Town Clerk, 2042 Park Av-
enue, Orange Park, FL 32073 or crusso@
townop.com by Friday, December 30,
2022. View application and full position
description at http://www.townoforange-
park.com/town-government/jobs/. The
Town is an equal opportunity employer.

Legal 46904 Published 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA GEN-
ERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 2018 CA 001238

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST
COMPANY AS TRUSTEE FOR GSAMP
TRUST  2007-HSBCI ~ MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES SE-
RIES 2007-HSBCI,

Plaintiff,

VS.
THOMAS JAMES WHITAKER, JR.; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF THOMAS JAMES
WHITAKER, JR.; THE UNKNOWN
HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES,
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL
OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN IN-
TEREST IN THE ESTATE OF JOYCE
WHITAKER, DECEASED

; KEATHEL CHAUNCEY ESQ., AS
TRUSTEE ONLY, UNDER THE CLAY
LAND TRUST; BANK OF AMERICA,
N.A., SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
FIA CARD SERVICES, N.A.; SWEET-
BRIAR HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION,
INC.; AMERICAN EXPRESS NATIONAL
BANK F/K/A  AMERICAN EXPRESS
CENTURION BANK, A CORPORATION,
etal.

Defendant(s).

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated
11/30/2022

and entered in 2018 CA 001238 of the
Circuit Court of the FOURTH Judicial Cir-

cuit in and for CLAY County,

Florida, wherein DEUTSCHE BANK NA-
TIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUST-
EE FOR GSAMP TRUST 2007-HSBCI
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2007-HSBCI is the
Plaintiff and THOMAS JAMES WHITA-
KER, JR.; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
THOMAS JAMES WHITAKER, JR.; THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF
JOYCE WHITAKER,DECEASED

; KEATHEL CHAUNCEY ESQ., .AS
TRUSTEE ONLY, UNDER THE CLAY
LANp TRUST, BANK OF AMERICA,
N.A., SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
FIA CARD SERVICES, N.A.; SWEET-
BRIAR HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION,
INC.; AMERICAN EXPRESS NATIONAL
BANK F/K/A AMERICAN

EXPRESS CENTURION BANK, A COR-
PORATION are the Defendant(s). Tara S.
Green as the Clerk of the

court will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at www.clay.realforeclose.
com, at 10:00 AM, on

February 1, 2023, the following described
property as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:

LOT 76, SWEETBRIAR UNIT 2, AC-
CORDING TO PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 29, PAGES
20, 21, 22 AND 23, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 3837 SWEETBRIAR
DR ORANGE PARK, FL 32073

Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim in accordance
with Florida Statutes, Section 45.031.
Dated this 7th day of December, 2022.
Tara S. Green

As Clerk of the Court

By: Kayla Beard

As Deputy Clerk

IMPORTANT

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled at no cost to you, to
the provision -of-certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Coordinator
at crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 255-1695
at least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled appearance
is less than 7 days; if you are hearing
or voice impaired, call 711.

Legal 46777 Published 12/15/2022 and
12/22/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is given of the Petition of Termina-
tion of Parental Rights filed by SHANNON
MARIE WRIGHT, in relation to Z.M.D.W.,
a male child, born 09/08/2017. Notice is
given to AUSTIN KYLE WRIGHT, or any
persons claiming parental rights or inter-
est in the minor child.

Please take note that a hearing has
been set on this petition on the 6th day
of February, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. in the
Courtroom of Hon. Donald Rizzardi,
Madison County Courthouse, 200 North-
side Square, Huntsville, Alabama 35801.
Please be advised that if you intend to
contest this petition you must file a written
response with the attorney for the peti-
tioner named below and with the Juvenile
Court of Madison County, 200 Northside
Square, Huntsville, Alabama 35801, with-
in thirty (30) days.

Legal 46644 Published 12/8/2022,
12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, and 12/29/2022
in Clay County's Clay Today newspa-
per

NOTICE OF SALE

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:2022-CC-844 DIVISION:D
SPENCER'S PLANTATION OWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.,

Plaintiff,

VS.
JAMES E. FRAZIER, DOTTIE B. FRA-
ZIER, UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 1 and
UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 2,
Defendants.

Notice is given that pursuant to a Summa-
ry Final Judgment of Foreclosure entered
on December 5, 2022, in the above styled
civil action of the County Court, in and for
Clay County, Florida, in which JAMES
E. FRAZIER, DOTTIE B. FRAZIER, UN-
KNOWN TENANT NO. 1/TIFFANY FRA-
ZIER and UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 2/
WILLIAM FRAZIER, WHO MAY BE IN
POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY are
the Defendants, and SPENCER’S PLAN-
TATION

OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., is the
Plaintiff, | will sell to the highest bidder for
cash at 10:00

a.m .on January 18, 2023 ,onClayCounty’
sPublicAuctionwebsite:
www.clay.realforeclose.com in accor-
dance with Chapter 45, Florida Statutes,
the following described real property set
forth in the Summary Final Judgment of
Foreclosure:

Lot 164, SPENCER PLANTATION UNIT
TWO, according to the map or plat there-
of as recorded in Plat Book 47, Page 43
through 48, of the current public records
of Clay County, Florida.

PARCEL ID: 03-04-25-007864-011-44
more specifically described as follows:
2784 Wood Stork Trail, Orange Park,
Florida 32073.

Dated this 12/06/2022

Tara S Green
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CLERK OF COUNTY COURT
By: Robbin Tefft
Deputy Clerk

Legal 46643 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER
F.S. CHAPTER 45

IN THE COUNTY COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2022CC000104

DIVISION:

SUMMERBROOK HOMEOWNERS AS-
SOCIATION, INC.,

Plaintiff, vs.

CHARLEMAGNE HOBOUR; ET AL.;
Defendants.

NOTICE IS GIVEN that under a Final
Judgment of Foreclosure dated De-
cember 2, 2022, in case number 2022-
CC-000104 of the County Court of
the Fourth Judicial Circuit in and for
Clay County, Florida, in which SUM-
MERBROOK HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION, INC., was the Plaintiff and
CHARLAMAGNE HOBOUR; BEATRICE
HOBOUR; ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
UNDER AND AGAINST THE HEREIN
NAMED INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S)
WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE
DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS were the

Defendants, Tara S. Green, Clay County
Clerk of Court, shall offer for sale to
the highest and best bidder for cash in/
on Clay County’s Public Auction web-
site  (www.clay.realforeclose.com) Clay
County, Florida on January 11, 2023, at
10:00a.m., the following described prop-

erty:

LOT 29, SUMMERBROOK, ACCORD-
ING TO PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 44, PAGES
14 THROUGH 17 OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 1384 Summerbrook
Drive, Middleburg, FL 32068.

IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A
RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING AF-
TER THE SALE, IF ANY, YOU MUST
FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK NO
LATER THAN THE DATE THAT THE
CLERK REPORTS THE FUNDS AS
UNCLAIMED. IF YOU FAIL TO FILE A
CLAIM, YOU WILL NOT BE ENTITLED
TO ANY REMAINING FUNDS. AFTER
THE FUNDS ARE REPORTED UN-
CLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER OF RE-
CORD AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MAY CLAIM THE SURPLUS.
DATED on 12/06/2022 in Green Cove
Springs, CLAY COUNTY, Florida.

Tara S. Green

As Clerk of the Court

By: Robbin Tefft

As Deputy Clerk

Legal 46642 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION

Extra Space Storage will hold a public
auction to sell personal property de-
scribed below belonging to those individu-
als listed below at the location indicated:
1939 East West Parkway, Fleming Island,
FL 32003.

December 27, 2022 at 10:00am
Jonathan D Talley-household Goods

The auction will be listed and advertised
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchas-
es must be made with cash only and paid
at the above referenced facility in order
to complete the transaction. Extra Space
Storage may refuse any bid and may re-
scind any purchase up until the winning
bidder takes possession of the personal
property.

Legal 46547 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF FORFEITURE

COMPLAINT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: FORFEITURE OF THE FOLLOW-
ING PROPERTY:

CASE NO: 2022CA1121

NINETY-EIGHT THOUSAND, SEVEN
HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX DOLLARS
AND XX/100 IN U.S. CURRENCY
($98,756.00);

JEWELRY DESCRIBED AS A GOLD
AND DIAMOND BRACELET, GOLD
AND DIAMOND NECKLACE, AND A
GOLD AND DIAMOND CEO CHARM
THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO:

ALL PERSONS, FIRMS AND COR-
PORATIONS OWNING, HAVING OR
CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN OR LIEN
ON THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED PROP-
ERTY.

YOU AND EACH OF YOU are hereby
notified that the above described property
has been seized, under and by virtue of
§ 932.701 to § 932.704, Laws of Florida,
and is now in the possession of the sheriff
of this county, and you, and each of you,
are hereby further notified that a com-
plaint, under said chapter, has been filed
in the Circuit Court of the Fourth Judicial
Circuit, in and for Clay County, Florida,
seeking the forfeiture of the said property,
which was seized on 09/11/2022, in Clay
County; you are hereby directed and re-
quired to file your claim, and directing said
claim to: Stephanie Morse, Esq., Special
Counsel, Office of The Attorney General,

Florida Bar No.: 0068713, Attorney for
Clay County Sheriff, whose address is Of-
fice of the Attorney General, Complex
Litigation- State Programs Litigation
Bureau, PL 01 The Capitol, Tallahas-
see, Florida 32399-1050, if any of you
have, and show cause, on or before De-
cember 30, 2022, if not personally served
with process herein, and within 20 days
from personal service if

personally served with process herein,
why the said property should not be for-
feited pursuant to said chapter

§ 932.701 to § 932.704, Laws of Florida.
Should you fail to file claim as herein di-
rected judgment will be entered herein
against you in due course. Persons not
personally served with process may ob-
tain a copy of

the petition for forfeiture filed herein from
the undersigned clerk of court. If no claim-
ants appear the Office of the Clay County
Sheriff will be seeking final order of for-
feiture.

DATED:12/02/2022

Tara S. Green

As Clerk of Court

By: Rebecca Crews

As Deputy Clerk

Legal 46281 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF IHE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,. IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA CIVIL
DIVISION

CASE NO.: 2021CA000848

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION PLAINTIFF

vs.
NESTOR LAUZURIQUE, SR, ALMA J L.t\
UZURIQUE ET AL., DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant
to Agreed Order on Plaintiff's Motion to
Cancel and Reschedule the December
7, 2022 Foreclosure Sale dated the De-
cember 29, 2022, and entered in Case
No. 2021CA000848, of the Circuit Court
of the Fourth Judicial Circuit in and fur
Clay , County,. Florida; wherein Freedom
I\.fortgage Corporation is the Plaintiff and
AL1-tA." J LAUZURIQUE; UNKNOWN
TENANT IN POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY; and UNKNOWN
TENANTS IN POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY are defendants.
Tara S. Green as the Clerk of the Circuit
Court shall sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash eleetronically at \Vww.
dav.realforeclose.comat 10:00 a.m. on
the 18th day of January 2023, the follo-
wing described property as set forth in
said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOTS s 6, 19 AND 20, BLOCK s, OF
THE To,'N OFL\KE GENEV AC-
CORDING TO PLAT THEREOF RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK |, PAGE 38,
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA. ALSO, THOSE
CERTAh PARCELS OF LAND LYING-
BET\VEENTHE SOUTHSIDE OF LOTS
SAND 6DESCRIBEDABOVE Ai DTHE
SHORESOFLAKEGENEVA,Ai D THE
PARCEL OFLAi D LYING BET\VEEN-
THE NORTH SIDE OF' SAID LOTS 5 A
1) BAND THE SOUTH SIDE OF LOTS 19
AND 20 DESCRIBED ABOVE.

IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A
RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING AFTER
THE SALE, YOU 1\ffiST FILE A CLAIM
WITH THE CLERK NO LATER THAN
THE DATE THAT THE CLERK RE-
PORTS THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. IF
YOU FAIL TO FILE A CL.\IM, YOU,,1ILL
NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY REMAIN-
ING FUNDS AFTER THE FUNDS ARE
REPORTED AS IINCLAThIiED, ONLY
THE O\WVNER OF REC.'ORD AS OF THE
DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS 1\1A Y
CLATIVI THE SURPLUS.

If you are a person with a disability who
needs an accommodation in order to
access court facilities or padicipate in a-
court proceeding, you ai-e entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of certain as-
sistance. To request such an accommo-
dation, please contact Court Administra-
tion at least three business days prior to
the required service by using one of the
follol,,ing methods: Phone .. (904) 630-
2564; Fax .. (904) 630-1146; TID/TTY
-(800) 9558770

(Florida Relay Service). E-1\Ifail - crtin-
trp@coj.net.

Dated this 1st day of November 2022.
Tara S. Green

Clerk of The Circuit Court:

By: Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk

Legal 46277 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No: 2022CA000719

Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB
as Trustee of WV 2017-1 Grantor Trust,
Plaintiff,

Vs,

The Unknown Heirs, Devisees, Grantees,
Assignees, Lienors, Creditors, Trustees,
or Other Claimants by, through, under or
against Mary A. Soud, deceased; et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant the Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated November 30, 2022 and entered
in Case No. 2022CA000719 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Fourth Judicial Circuit
in and for Clay County, Florida wherein
Wilmington Savings Fund Society,

FSB as Trustee of WV 2017-1 Grantor
Trust, is the Plaintiff and The Unknown
Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, Assign-
ees, Lienors, Creditors, Trustees, or
Other Claimants by, through, under or
against Mary A. Soud a/k/a Mary Ann
Soud, deceased; Esther Denise Soud
Parker; John Caliste Soude are Defen-
dants, I, Tara S. Green, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at www.
clay.realforeclose.com at 10:00 a.m. on
January 17, 2023, the following described
property set forth in said Final Judgment,
to wit:

Lot 8 and the West One-half (W 1/2) of
Lot 7, Brooklyn Lake Estates, accord-
ing to map or plat thereof as recorded
in Plat Book 4, page(s) 39 and 40, Pub-
lic Records of Clay County, Florida.
More Commonly Known as: 6496 WOOD-
LAND DR., KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL
32656

Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim before the clerk
reports the surplus as unclaimed.

DATED in Clay, Florida this, 30th day of
November, 2022.

As Clerk of Circuit Court CLAY County,
Florida

Leigh Lucroy

Deputy Clerk

Legal 46156 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2022 CA 000948

NATIONS DIRECT MORTGAGE, LLC.
Plaintiff,

vs.
OAKLEY EARL MILLER; et al.,
Defendant(s).

TO:Unknown spouse of Oakley Earl Miller
Last Known Residence: 1305 Bonaven-
ture Ave Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to
foreclose a mortgage on the following
property in CLAY County, Florida:

A PORTION OF LOTS 12 AND 14,
BLOCK 32, GOLDEN GATE MANOR,
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA, ACCORD-
ING TO PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 59, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF SAID
COUN Y, SAID PORTION BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST-
ERLY CORNER OF SAID BLOCK 32
(BEING ALSO THE INTERSECTION OF
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF IDLEWILD
AVENUE AND THE EASTERLY LINE
OF LELAND STREET); THENCE ON
THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID LE-
LAND STREET RUN NORTH 26 DE-
GREES 54 MINUTES 41 SECONDS
WEST 281.7 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE
NORTH 26 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 41
SECONDS WEST 112.45 FEET TO THE
SOUTHERLY LINE OF BONAVENTURE
AVENUE; THENCE ON LAST SAID
LINE NORTH 73 DEGREES 41 MIN-
UTES. 13 SECONDS EAST 88.28 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH

26 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 41 SEC-
ONDS EAST 105.67 FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 69 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 30
SECONJ)S WEST 87.28 FEET TO SAID
POINT OF BEGINNING.

has been filed against you and you are
required to serve a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to it on ALDRIDGE
PITE, LLP, Plaintiff's attorney, at 5300
West Atlantic Avenue Suite 303 Delray-B.
each, FL 33484, on or before 12/30/2022,
and file the original with the clerk of this
court either before service on Plaintiff's
attorney or immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered against you
for the relief demandecl in the complaint
or petition. Dated on November 30, 2022.
As Clerk of the Court

By: Kayla Beard

As Deputy Clerk

Legal 46072 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

FILE NO.:2022 CP 000608

DIVISION:A

IN RE: ESTATE OF

JOHN PAUL LEO PEDROTTY,
Deceased.

The administration of the estate of JOHN
PAUL LEO PEDROTTY, deceased,
whose date of death was December 5,
2021, is pending in the Circuit Court for
Clay County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is: Clay County
Courthouse, 825 North Orange Avenue,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043. The
names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal repre-
sentative's attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate, on whom a
copy of this notice is required to be served
must file their claims with this court WITH-
IN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate, must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PE-
RIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice
is December 8, 2022.

VERONICA M. PEDROTTY

6985 Crystal Lake Road

Keystone Heights, Florida 32656
Personal Representative

JOHN DAVID HORNE

Fla. Bar No.: 1024078

733 N. Palmetto Av e

Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043

(904) 276-5344 — Phone

(904) 284-8725 — Fax

JHorne @DavieLawFirm.com — Primary
Service@DavieLawFirm.com — Second-

ary
Attorney for the Personal Representative
Legal 46069 Published 12/8/2022 and

12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

CASE NUMBER: 2022-CP-000524
DIVISION: A

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF

ILSE FRIEDA LEMM,

Deceased.

The administration of the estate of ILSE
FRIEDA LEMM, deceased, whose date of
death was March 20, 2022, is pending in
the Circuit Court for Clay County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of which is
825 N Orange Ave, Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the per-
sonal representative’s attorney are set
forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on whom
a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice
is December 8, 2022.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

ANA KARI LEMM

2232 Orange Avenue

Orange Park, Florida 32073

ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE:

Windy L. Wilkerson, Esquire

Florida Bar Number: 0515132

Wilkerson Law Firm, P.A.

1210 Millennium Parkway

Suite 1015

Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 295-5849
wilkerson@uwilkersonlawfirm.com

Legal 46056 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE OF ACTION BY

PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:10-2021-DP-000129
DIVISION:JV- E

IN THE INTEREST OF:

R.S DOB: 04/02/2021

A MINOR CHILD

TgE STATE OF FLORIDA

TO:

Robin Lusk, MOTHER

Address Unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a
Petition has been filed in the above-styled
Court by the FLORIDA DEPARTMENT
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES for termi-
nation of parental rights and permanent
commitment for subsequent adoption of
the above-named child, R.S. born April
2, 2021. You are hereby commanded
to appear before Honorable Angela M.
Cox, at the Clay County Courthouse, Ju-
venile Dependency Courtroom,825 North
Orange Avenue, Green Cove Springs,
Florida at the hour of 2:00 p.m. o’clock
on January 3, 2023 A.D. You must ap-
pear at the hearing on the date and time
specified.

FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR
AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING CON-
STITUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMI-
NATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO
THIS R.S. AND YOU MAY LOSE ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS AS A PARENT TO
THIS CHILD.

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Court ADA Coordi-
nator at (904) 255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.

net at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled court ap-
pearance is less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said Court
and the Seal thereof, this 29th day of No-
vember, 2022.

Tara S. Green

as Clerk of Said Court

By: Denise Haselwood

Legal 46054 Published 12/8/2022,
12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, and 12/29/2022
in Clay County's Clay Today newspa-
per

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE OF ACTION BY
PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTII JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:10-2022-DP-000084
DIVISION JV-F

IN THE INTEREST OF: C.N.

A CHILD

TSE STATE OF FLORIDA

TO:

Craig Nevitt, FATHER 2408 Grand Blvd
Lake Station, IN 46404 Last Known Ad-
dress

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a
Petition has been filed in the above-styled
Court by the FLORIDA DEPARTMENT
OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES for termi-
nation of parental rights and permanent
commitment for subsequent adoption
of the above-named child, C.N., who
was born on January 30, 2009. You are
hereby commanded to appear before the
Honorable Angela M. Cox, at the Clay
County Courthouse, Juvenile Dependen-
cy Courtroom,825 North Orange Avenue,
Green Cove Springs, Florida at the hour
of 2:00 p.m. o'clock on January 6, 2023,
A.D. You must appear at the hearing on
the date and time specified.

FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR
AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING CON-
STITUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMI-
NATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO
THIS CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
ON THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED
YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS
TO THE CHILD NAMED IN THE PETI-
TION ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE.

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Court ADA Coordi-
nator at (904) 255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.
net at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled court ap-
pearance is less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said Court
and the Seal thereof, this 29th day of No-
vember 2022.

Tara S. Green

as Clerk of Said Court

By: Denise Haselwood

As Deputy Clerk

Legal 45935 Published 12/8/2022,
12/15/2022, 12/22/2022, and 12/29/2022
in Clay County's Clay Today newspa-
per

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CLAY
COUNTY,

FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2022-CP-000537

Division B

IN RE: ESTATE OF

MARTHA YOUNG NEWTON,
Deceased.

The administration of the estate of MAR-
THA YOUNG NEWTON, deceased,
whose date of death was May 14, 2022,
is pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is Probate Division,
825 North Orange Avenue, Green Cove
Springs, Florida 32043. The names and
addresses of the personal representative
and the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is required to be served
must file their claims with this court WITH-
IN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice
is December 8, 2022.

Personal Representative:

MARTHA D. KILLIMADE

4075 Pinto Road

Middleburg, Florida 32068

Attorney for Personal Representative
GRADY H. WILLIAMS, JR.

Attorney for Personal Representative
Florida Bar Number: 887950

Grady H. Williams, Jr., LL.M.

Attorneys at Law, P.A.

1543 Kingsley Avenue, Suite 5

Orange Park, FL 32073

Telephone: (904) 264-8800

Fax: (904) 264-0155

Primary email address: grady@floridae-
Ider.com

Secondary email address: donna@flori-
daelder.com

Legal 45933 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 4TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN

AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
File No. 2022-CP-000361

In re: the Estate of Joseph Parlapiano —
Probate Division

Deceased.

East Winds Consulting LLC, a foreign
company

Petitioner,

VS.

Gerald Collette et al.,

Respondents.

(§ 49.08, Fla. Stat.)

To: Any and all unknown persons claim-
ing by, through, under, and against the
Estate of Joseph

Parlapiano, who are not known to be
dead or alive, whether said unknown per-
sons may

claim an interest as assignees, beneficia-
ries, creditors, devisees, grantees, heirs,
interested

persons, lienors, spouses or other claim-
ants

Whereabouts unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a
Petition to Determine Beneficiaries has
been filed

against you. You are required to serve a
copy of your written defenses, if any to it
on attorney for

the plaintiff, Michael J. Farrar, Esq.,
whose address is 3508 NW 114 Ave. #
201, Doral FL

33178 and file the original with the clerk of
the above styled court on or before
December 1, 2022 otherwise a default
will be entered against you for the relief
prayed

for in the Complaint.

a This notice shall be published once a
week for four consecutive weeks in Clay
Today beginning

on 12/1/2022.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said
court at Green Cove Springs, Florida on
August 31,

2022.

TARA S. GREEN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Clerk of the Court

By: Holly Ricks

Deputy Clerk

Legal 45836 Published 12/1/2022,
12/8/2022, 12/15/2022 and 12/22/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION

Extra Space Storage will hold a public
auction to sell personal property de-
scribed below belonging to those individu-
als listed below at the location indicated:
4653 US 17, Fleming Island, FL 32003,
December 27, 2022 at 10:00am

Kristin Untalan

Household items

The auction will be listed and advertised
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchas-
es must be made with cash only and paid
at the above referenced facility in order
to complete the transaction. Extra Space
Storage may refuse any bid and may re-
scind any purchase up until the winning
bidder takes possession of the personal
property.

Legal 45427 Published 12/8/2022 and
12/15/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION FOR

TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: STEVEN C
CULLEN, the holder of the following cer-
tificate has filed said certificate for a tax
deed to be issued thereon. The certificate
number and year of issuance, the de-
scription of the property, and the names
in which it was assessed are as follows:
Certificate No.: 3118/2020

Legal Description: PT OF SE1/4 O R
904 PG 577 & 1302 PG 105 L/E Parcel
ID No.: 030726-015797-005-00

Opening Bid Amount: $9,276.11
Physical Address: 1075 CULPEPPER
RD , GREEN COVE SPRINGS
Classification: MOBILE HOME Name in
which assessed: GERALD D ROSS L/E
Said property being in the County of Clay,
State of Florida.

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed
according to law, the property described
in such certificate shall be sold to the
highest bidder online on the 18th day of
January, 2023 at 9:30 A.M at www.clay.
realtaxdeed.com.

Dated this 21st day of November, 2022
TARA S. GREEN

Clay County Clerk & Comptroller Clay
County, Florida

By: Larry Williams

Deputy Clerk

Legal 45191 Published 11/24/2022,
12/1/2022, 12/8/2022 and 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper
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NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No: 2021CA000815

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Asso-
ciation,

Plaintiff,

vs.

Leonard A. Grindstaff, et al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant the Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated December 12, 2022 and entered
in Case No. 2021CA000815 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Fourth Judicial Circuit
in and for Clay County, Florida wherein
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Asso-
ciation, is the Plaintiff and Leonard A.
Grindstaff; Debra H. Grindstaff; Sweet-
briar Homeowners' Association, Inc.;
Longshore Lake Foundation 1, LLC
as successor trustee for Clay County
Land Trust #04-04-25-007866-007-08;
Terra Mar Property Management, LLC
as Trustee of 3789 Blackthorn Court
Land Trust; Unknown Tenant #1 n/k/a
Kerlaunda Foster; Unknown Tenant #2
n/k/a Mr. Foster are Defendants, |, Tara
S. Green, will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at www.clay.realforeclose.
com at 10 :00 a.m. at January 13, 2023 on
the following described property set forth
in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 166 OF SWEETBRIAR UNIT 4,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 31,
PAGE(S) 18-21, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 3789 BLACK-
THORN CT., ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim before the clerk
reports the surplus as unclaimed.
DATED in Clay, Florida this, 13th day of
December, 2022

As Clerk of Circuit Court

CLAY County, Florida

Leigh Lucroy

Deputy Clerk

Legal 47371 Published 12/15/2022 and
12/22/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION

The following vehicles will be sold at pub-
lic auction for towing and storage costs at
Horton’s Towing 3645 Hwy 17, Bldg. 2,
Fleming Island, FL 32003 Horton’s Tow-
ing reserves the right to accept or reject
any and /or all bids.

Auction Date December 29, 2022, 9:00
AM

2008 Ford Vin # 1ZVHT82H385106157
2007 Chevy Vin # 1GNFK13057J372788

ADVERTISING
& DESIGN
EXPERTISE

to put the
focus on
your business

Legal 47370 Published 12/15/2022 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2022CA000814

U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER
TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION
TRUST,

Plaintiff,

VS.
MARY ANN ARAUJO A/K/A MARY A.
ARAUJO; JOSE ARAUJO A/K/A JOSE S.
ARAUJO; DOCTORS INLET RESERVE
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.;
THE INDEPENDENT SAVINGS PLAN
COMPANY; UNKNOWN TENANT(S) IN
POSSESSION #1 and #2, and ALL OTH-
ER UNKNOWN PARTIES, et.al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Summary Judgment of Foreclo-
sure (In Rem) dated December 7, 2022,
entered in Civil Case No.: 2022CA000814
of the Circuit Court of the Fourth Judicial
Circuit in and for Clay County, Florida,
wherein U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER
TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION
TRUST, Plaintiff, and MARY ANN ARAU-
JO A/K/A MARY A. ARAUJO; JOSE
ARAUJO A/K/A JOSE S. ARAUJO; DOC-
TORS INLET RESERVE HOMEOWN-
ERS ASSOCIATION, INC.; THE INDE-
PENDENT SAVINGS PLAN COMPANY;
are Defendants.

I will sell to the highest bidder for cash,
at www.clay.realforeclose.com., at 10:00

AM,

on the 25th day of January, 2023, the fol-
lowing described real property as set forth
in said Final Summary Judgment, to wit:
LOT 66, OF BARRINGTON ESTATES
UNIT FOUR, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN
MAP BOOK 43, PAGE 43 THROUGH
48, OF THE PUBLIC OF CLAY COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.

If you are a person claiming a right to
funds remaining after the sale, you must
file a claim with the clerk before the clerk
reports the surplus as unclaimed. If you
fail to file a timely claim you will not be
entitled to any remaining funds. After the
funds are reported as unclaimed, only the
owner of record as of the date of the Lis
Pendens may claim the surplus.

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DIS-
ABILITY WHO NEEDS ANY ACCOM-
MODATION IN ORDER TO PARTICI-
PATE IN THIS PROCEEDING, YOU ARE
ENTITLED AT NO COST TO YOU, TO
THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN ASSIS-
TANCE. PLEASE CONTACT THE ADA

CLAY COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

COORDINATOR AT CRTINTRP@COJ.
NET OR (904) 255-1695 AT LEAST 7
DAYS BEFORE YOUR SCHEDULED
COURT APPEARANCE, OR IMMEDI-
ATELY UPON RECEIVING THIS NOTI-
FICATION IF THE TIME BEFORE THE
SCHEDULED APPEARANCE IS LESS
THAN 7 DAYS; IF YOU ARE HEARING
OR VOICE IMPAIRED, CALL 711.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the
court on 12/13/2022 .

TARA S. GREEN

CLERK OF THE COURT

By: Leigh Lucroy

Deputy Clerk

Legal 47368 Published 12/15/2022 and
12/22/2022 in Clay County's Clay To-
day newspaper

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE

ELITE TOWING gives notice that on
01/18/2023 at 09:00 AM the following
vehicles(s) may be sold by public sale at
2865 SUITE C BLANDING BLVD to sat-
isfy the lien for the amount owed on each
vehicle for any recovery, towing, or stor-
age services charges and administrative
fees allowed pursuant to Florida statute
713.78.

3FA6POHDXHR108124 2017 FORD
JKAEXKH18NDAH5743 2022 KAWK
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SHADOWLAWN
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

COUNTY ROAD 218 EXTENSION
PROJECT

Clay County, Florida

Notice is hereby given that the Shadow-
lawn Community Development District
(“District”) will receive proposals for the
following District project:

COUNTY ROAD 218 EXTENSION
PROJECT

The Project Manual consisting of the pro-
posal package, contract, proposal form,
plans and other materials will be avail-
able beginning Thursday, December 15,
2022 at 8:00 A.M. by accessing the FTP
page at the England-Thims & Miller, Inc.
website  https://files.etminc.com/folders/
o2xrppli

The Project Manual will include, but not
be limited to, the Request for Proposals,

o gy
ticn,

Make your business thrive with targeted and e orive expoéurg in
the place more people turn and trust for local news and advertising.

Contact us today to speak with an ad consultant about the best way to maximize sales.

CLAY
TODAY

In Print & Online

904.264-3200
claytodayonline.com

proposal and contract documents, and
construction plans and specifications.
The Project Manual will not be available
for pickup at the offices of England-Thims
& Miller, Inc.

There will be a mandatory pre-proposal
conference held at the offices of England,
Thims & Miller, Inc. at 3:00 PM EST on
December 22, 2022. Failure to attend will
not preclude the District’s consideration of
a proposal submitted by a non-attending
proposer. The pre-proposal conference
may include, but not limited to, a discus-
sion of contract requirements, inspec-
tions, evaluations, and submittal require-
ments.

The District reserves the right to reject
any and all proposals, make modifications
to the work, award the contract in whole
or in part with or without cause, provide
for the delivery of the project in phases,
and waive minor or technical irregularities
in any Proposal, as it deems appropriate,
if it determines in its discretion that it is
in the District’s best interests to do so.
The successful proposer will be required
to execute a contract with the District and
file the requisite Performance and Pay-
ment Bonds and insurance within ten (10)
calendar days after execution of the Con-
struction Contract.

Any person who wishes to protest the
Project Manual, or any component
thereof, shall file with the District a written
notice of protest within seventy-two (72)
hours after the Project Manual is made
available, together with a protest bond
in a form acceptable to the District and in
the amount of $10,000, and shall file a for-
mal written protest with the District within
seven (7) calendar days after the date of
timely filing the initial notice of protest. Fil-
ing will be perfected and deemed to have
occurred upon receipt by the District Man-
ager. Failure to timely file a notice of pro-
test or failure to timely file a formal written
protest shall constitute a waiver of any
right to object to or protest the contents of
the District’s Project Manual. The formal
written protest shall state with particularity
the facts and law upon which the protest
is based.

Ranking of proposals will be made on
the basis of qualifications according to
the evaluation criteria contained within
the Project Manual; however, please
note that proposals received from firms
failing the meet the following minimum
qualifications/ requirements will not be
considered or evaluated: (1) Proposer
shall be required to provide evidence of
$10,000,000 minimum bonding capacity
from a Surety Company acceptable to the
District; (2) Proposer shall provide proof
of insurance including: General Liability
Insurance capacity in an amount equal
to or exceeding $3,000,000, Automobile
Liability Insurance capacity in an amount
equal or exceeding $2,000,000, Gen-
eral Aggregate Insurance capacity in an
amount equal or exceeding $3,000,000.
(3) Proposer will have constructed three
(3) projects similar in quality and scope
of a minimum of $5,000,000 each in
completed construction over the last ten

we e

(10) years; (4) Proposer is a licensed un-
derground utility contractor in the State of
Florida for a minimum of ten (10) years.
Any and all questions relative to this
project shall be directed in email only to
Brian Landeweer, P.E. at LandeweerB@
etminc.com no later than 3:00 PM EST on
January 24, 20283.

Firms desiring to provide services for this
project must submit one (1) original and
four (4) copies of the required proposal
no later than 3:00 PM EST on February
1, 2023 at the office of England, Thims
& Miller, Inc., with an electronic copy in
PDF included with the submittal pack-
age on a USB drive. Proposals shall be
submitted in a sealed opaque package,
shall bear the name of the proposer on
the outside of the package and shall iden-
tify the name of the project. Proposals will
be opened at the time and date stipulated
above; those received after the time and
date stipulated above will be returned
un-opened to the proposer. Any proposal
not completed as specified or missing the
required proposal documents as provided
in the Project Manual may be disqualified.
Shadowlawn Community Development
District

District Manager

Legal 47258 Published 12/15/2022 in
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REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will be received until 4:00 P.M.,
Thursday January 12, 2023 for the fol-
lowing:

RFQ NO. 22/23-13, TOURISM ADVER-
TISING AGENCY

Proposals will be opened at 9:00 A.M., or
as soon thereafter, on Friday, January 13,
2022 in the Clay County Administration
Building, Conference Room “B”, Fourth
Floor, 477 Houston St, Green Cove
Springs, Florida and through the County’s
electronic bidding system as well. Bids
will not be valid unless received by the
bid deadline.

The solicitation package is avail-
able at: HTTPS://PROCURE-
MENT.OPENGOV.COM/PORTAL/
CLAYCOUNTY?STATUS=ALL.

In order to submit a response to this solic-
itation the respondent must be registered
on Clay County’s Public Portal.

For information concerning procedures
for responding to this Proposal, contact
Jessica Loos in the Purchasing Depart-
ment at (904) 284-6388 or by email: pur-
chasing @claycountygov.com.

Bidders are prohibited from contacting, by
any means, whether orally, telephonical-
ly, electronically or in writing, any member
of the Board, any County employee, in-
cluding the County Manager, the County
Attorney or the Commission Auditor, any
member of the designated Evaluation

Committee or any agent of the County
regarding the Request for bids in any
respect during the Request for Proposal
Period. The Request for Proposal Period
during which no contact may occur com-
mences from the date of publication of
the notice of a Request for Proposals and
ends upon a Bid Decision becoming final,
i.e. after the notice of bid protest period
of 72 hours has expired. However, in the
event of a notice of protest, the no contact
rule continues in place during the Protest
Period and does not end until a resolution
of the protest has occurred and become
final. The following exceptions exist to the
no-contact rule:

a. Inquiries may be submitted to the
Purchasing Department if specifically
provided

in the Request for Proposals;

b. Pre-bid conferences provided for in the
Request for Proposals; and

c. Formal presentations by Bidders to the
designated Evaluation Committee or to
the Board or any committee thereof spe-
cifically contemplated in the Request for
Proposals.

The Board reserves the right and power
to reject any and all Proposals without
cause and to waive technical and non-
technical or non-material defects in the
Request for Proposals or submittal of
any Proposal, and in its discretion to re-
advertise the Request for Proposals. The
Board reserves the right to award Bids,
quotes, or Proposals which would be in
the Best Interest of the County. Interested
vendors are advised that the Clay County
Board of County Commissioners has a lo-
cal preference policy and Buy American
policy. The complete policy for both can
be viewed at: https://www.claycountygov.
com/government/purchasing/vendor-
information.

A PERSON OR AFFILIATE WHO HAS
BEEN PLACED ON THE CONVICTED
VENDOR LIST FOLLOWING A CONVIC-
TION FOR A PUBLIC ENTITY CRIME
MAY NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CON-
TRACT TO PROVIDE ANY GOODS OR
SERVICES TO A PUBLIC ENTITY, MAY
NOT SUBMIT A BID ON A CONTRACT
WITH A PUBLIC ENTITY FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR OF A
PUBLIC BUILDING OR PUBLIC WORK,
MAY NOT SUBMIT BIDS ON LEASES
OF REAL PROPERTY TO A PUBLIC
ENTITY, MAY NOT BE AWARDED OR
PERFORM WORK AS A CONTRAC-
TOR, SUPPLIER, SUBCONTRACTOR,
OR CONSULTANT UNDER A CON-
TRACT WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY,
AND MAY NOT TRANSACT BUSINESS
WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY IN EXCESS
OF THE THRESHOLD AMOUNT PRO-
VIDED IN SECTION 287.017, FLORIDA
STATUTES, FOR CATEGORY TWO
FOR A PERIOD OF 36 MONTHS FROM
THE DATE OF BEING PLACED ON THE
CONVICTED VENDOR LIST.
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check your ad copy the first week  approval by the publisher. 2 week %24 2 week *40
Cl C of publication. We will only apply 3 week 32 3 week 56 BUSINESS & SERVICE
f O r ay Ou n ty credit for the first run and credits DEADLINE MONDAY NOON 4 week 40 4 week ¥72 DIRECTORY
. . . are subject to approval of the 1.5” x 2” 380 for 4 weeks
Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, publisher. If ad is canceled prior  LINER ADS EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT 1.5 x 3” 5160 for 4 weeks

Green Cove Springs, Oakleaf, Penney Farms & Middleburg

904-579-2154
3513 U.S. Hwy 17

to the first insertion cancellation
must be made by classified
deadline of Monday by noon. Ads
must comply with Federal, State a

All line ads are 4 lines, 20-25
characters per line. Additional
lines may be purchased. All rates
are NET.

Ads are $27 per column inch
with @ minimum of 2”

Cost includes online at:
claytodayonline.com

Fleming Island, FL 32003

FOR SALE i
Dept. 56 Bob’s B A EB ALLTours Prepa re for power GENERACI
Buildings and More d
Washington DC B East Coast Tour outages tO ay
i i i \/ August 18- August 27, 2023
Christmas in the City DC Cherry Blossom Tour Home games for Washington RELLEUCHE STANDBY GERERGIER Y+ vear Extonded

Jim Shore figurines all in

ags Warranty*
excellent condition.

A $695 Value!

March 31 - April 4, 2023
Home games for the Washington
Nationals, New York Yankees and

Boston Red Sox. Tour begins in
Washington DC and ends in
Boston, Ma.

Nationals, Aberdeen Iron Birds, Balti-
more Orioles, Philadelphia Phillies, NY
Yankees, NY Mets & Boston Red Sox.
Little League World Series!
Guided tours of NYC, Philadelphia, DC &
Baltimore. Tour begins in Washington
DC & ends in Boston.
Each starting/ending location is near a hotel with free shuttle to/from major airport
Tours include deluxe motor coach transportation, addl. sightseeing opportunities and quality game tickets/hotels

www.bobsbaseballtours.com|507-217-1326

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

CARPET RESTRETCHING

Call 518-701-1520

Middleburg. REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

(866) 643-0438

“To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the

. & Repatrs

GENERAC'

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllst of terms and conditions.

PINEWOOD APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

Pinewood Apartments, a

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

' : Middleburg Furnished or unfur-
USDA/RD e\derly DIrOJeC’F In Apartment nished Fenced yard No pets $700
Green Cove Springs is available Caﬂ 8()5 506 998() DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Gall Flight BUYING GOLD & SILVER for rent mo. plus security dep.Call 904-

Services for best pricing on domestic
& international flights inside and from
the US. Serving United, Delta, Ameri-
can & Southwest and many more air-
lines. Call for free quote now! Have
travel dates ready! 866-245-7709

Please email description and
photos to 1mhcarter@windstream.
net or call 352-494-7619

for purchase by a nonprofit 592-7120

or unit of government for
180 days from
November 24, 2022.
Contact Jay Mason at
jay.mason@covington.net

STUDIO APT FOR RENT
Studio Apartment for rent in

LOGS FOR SALE
Just in time for WINTER
24” gas logs w/remote
only $500

904-264-6154

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required!

O 6T 8T LT 9T ST ¥I €T ZT TT OT 6 T
il '_' I ‘_' I I '__‘ [t J__' _‘ '_! | __' !hmﬁ}\!h_n_:r_f_h_rh_u|_mn|_n_um|_|{u|\[ﬁn\n_n_ﬁu_l\_l_rs[ﬁu_hm_h_mm

The Classifieds

measuring up to your
expectations one ad at a time.

Call 24/7: 866-471-2576

To inquire about placin

Medical

4 Are you searching for a better jolb or a
Supplies b4 9 .

more reliable car? Have you outgrown your
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of
that old couch and chair sitting in your

“ an ad in this section,
o 55 call 579-2154

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

national dvertlslngnetvvork.nc ERS! A cheaper alternative to high garage? Whether you're buying or selling, the
T > STEF T TP Yai¥ drug store prices! 50 Pill Special- classifieds has it all. From automobiles and
Health & Fitness 1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516 Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL employment fo real estate and household

goods, you'll find everything you need in the
classifieds.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL NOW: 866-259-6816

$99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espafiol

Dental insurance- Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance- not a discount
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage syster
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outz
& power your home. Full installation services. SO dow
financing option. Re-quest free no obligation quote.
1-877-539-0299

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our free show
package & $1600 off- limited time! Fi-nancing availab
1-855-417-1306

Protect your home from pests safely and affordably. P

Put the classifieds to work for you, and inch
even closer to your goalls.

EQJAM
CostaRica

Viagra or Cialis 100 Pills - $99/ 6
Asthma Inhalers - $105.Free Ship-
ping. Over 100 Meds Available.
Satisfaction Guaranteed USA Stay

13 US Highway
Healthy.com | 888-424-4908

Flemlng Island, FL 32003
904.579.2154

Medical Help
Wanted

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL Choose a Guided Tour +tax fees

Miscellaneous rodent, termite and mosquito control. Call for a quote BILLING! Become a Medical Of- Costa Rica 9 days ?95
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home inspection today 844-394-9278 fice Professional online at CTI! Get 9 Day Tour. $ ganama ) ggays 5332
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request ~ Switch and save up to $250/yr on talk, text & data. Trained, Certified & ready to work uatemala ays
a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855- No contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with | in months! Call 855-738-9684. (M-F Includes All Meals, i Mexico
' ' ; TS 8am-6pm ET). Computer with inter- All Hotels, and All Activities. - Ancient Civ. 9days %995
948-6176 flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 10 . ; $
S ) ) e net is required. o . . -Copper Canyon 8 days 1295
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most U.S. based customer service. Limited time get $50 off Hike in jungle rainforests, view e i
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule new account. Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048 Home volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise Brilliant, &
) . . ) S . Affordable Pricing” ;
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. Attention Homeowners! If you have water damage at Improvements biological reserves and relax on tropical ‘Arthur Frommer, b
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936 need cleanup services, call us! We'll get in & work wit ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers  ry,vel Editor

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em- and experienced travelers.
pire Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting &

Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices- No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast- FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet- Finally, super-fast internet no matter

where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Become a published author. We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity. TV
Ears Original- originally $129.95- now w/this special offer
only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires

your insurance agency to get your home repaired anc
your life back to normal ASAP! 855-767-7031
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety &
peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure
1-888-489-3936

FREE $10 Cash App Everyone! Yes It’s Real. Very Limit
supply until we run out! Text “Real Cash” to 706-761-
1745

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housir
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeling, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecc
1-833-758-3892

Caring for an aging loved one? Wondering about opti
like senior-living communities and in-home care? Cari
com’s Family Advisors help take the guesswork out of
senior care for your family. Free, no-obligation consul
1-855-759-1407

1-800-CARAVAN
Caravan.com

caravan

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make
it convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 866-636-1910. Ask
about our specials!

Are you receiving SSDI/SSI
benefits?
You may be eligible for
additional benefits.

CALL US TODAY
888-490-6616

CITIZENSDISABILITY  sice20to crrzeysoissaiLmy con

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on SALE!
Be one of he first 50 callers and
save $1,500! CALL 888-687-0415
for a free in-home consultation.

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
AFFORDABLE PRICES! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Call Now! 888-460-2264

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY'!
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All the care your family needs,
In one place.

Your community hospital is getting closer to opening day.

Since 2013, we've provided Clay County families with convenient emergency and outpatient care.
Now, we're opening a full-service medical complex on our Fleming Island campus to meet more

of your health care needs.

Here’'s what you can expect:

e 102 large private patient rooms
e 20 spacious maternity suites with a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

* Innovative surgical care, including minimally invasive and

robotic-assisted procedures

To pre-register for delivery at Baptist Clay,

e A wide range of specialties, including advanced heart care,
go to baptistjax.com/baby.

orthopedics and comprehensive cancer care

We're looking forward to being

our community hospitall! -
Y yosp BAPTIST

1771 Baptist Clay Drive ‘ Medical Center
Fleming Island, FL 32003 Clay

© Baptist Health 2022
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