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Welcome to Beck Ford Lincoln
Your New Ford Dealership in Palatka, FL

We are proud to serve folks who live right here in Palatka as 
well as those who live in Fort McCoy, Middleburg, Green Cove 
Springs so across Florida and Georgia…We’ve earned a won-
derful reputation for doing business the right way. Honesty, 

with a warm welcome and NO high pressure sales tactics. This 
approach with excellent new and used inventory is why our 

customers return time after time to our dealership when they 
are looking for their next Ford vehicle. Our goal isn’t to make a 

quick sale, instead, its to make you a customer for life.

 #1 IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!
(386) 328-8881

420 N. Palm Avenue, Palatka

VISIT PALATKA’S USED CAR
SUPER CENTER
 GO TO WWW.CHECKBECKFORD.COM

OVEROVER150150VEHICLES
VEHICLES
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Palatka Showcase is produced by 
Clay Today, a division of Osteen 
Media Group, LLC. For feature or 
advertising information, please 
contact us at (904) 264-3200  
or online claytodayonline.com.

Publisher, Farris Robinson 
Farris@claytodayonline.com 
Managing Editor, Don Coble
Don@claytodayonline.com

Graphic Designer, Sheila Holcombe
Sheila@claytodayonline.com

Graphic Designer, Michele McNeill
Michele@claytodayonline.com
Graphic Designer, Lisa Murphy

Lisa@claytodayonline.com

ClayTodayOnline.com
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
p. 904-264-3200
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PALATKA Showcase
Living in Palatka gives residents a feel of hometown charm, rich history and a feel of a 
healthy future with a growing economy. Palatka has much to offer residents as well as out 
of towners that come and frequent  this beautiful area. The St. Johns River is at the heart 
of Palatka and offers much enjoyment on and off the water. The St. John’s River Center is a 
must visit to families across the state and located right downtown along the riverfront!

The Ravines State Park may be the No. 1 destination for a relaxing walk , picnic or event. 
The beauty of the ravines is well worth the visit. Historical attractions including the Murals 
all around town make for a fun walk while shopping in the downtown area, Riverfront 
Park, the Bronson-Mulholland House, the David Browning Rail Museum and of course the 
Palatka Welcome Center.

“PEOPLE TRAVEL ACROSS THE STATE TO EAT AT MANY OF THE LOCAL 
RESTAURANTS IN PUTNAM COUNTY”

Eateries in Palatka and East Palatka and also exceptional with dozens of local mom and 
pop restaurants as well as national chain eateries. From Bradley’s Seafood and Steaks 
to the Mariachiles Mexican Grill, Angel’s Dining Car to Pizzaboys Pizza you just won’t 
go wrong. Across the river into East Palatka Musselwhite’s Seafood and Grill and Corky 
Bell’s at Gator Landing are among restaurants people travel to from across the state for a 
delicious lunch or dinner.

The rich history in the area allow many antique shops to  showcase items from the city and 
region to interested patrons. Rusty Duck’s antique and vintage Bakery offers tasty treats 
as well as beautiful collectables to visitors and Elsie Bell’s Antique Mall are among several 
across the area that just make Palatka special.

If you live or work in Putnam County or in a Neighboring County always remember to 
check in with the Putnam County Chamber of Commerce to find out about anything you 
have questions about. The Chamber can connect you to local businesses of outstanding 
reputation for any products or services you may be in need of as well as help you with any 
questions about the county events and “things to do”. They can be reached at 1100 Reid St. 
in Palatka or by phone at 386-328-1503 or at www.putnamcountychamber.com.
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PALATKA HISTORIC ROOTS 
RUN DEEP AT RAVINE
GARDENS STATE PARK

Ravine Gardens State Park is a 59-acre  
Florida State Park in Palatka. It is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

The park was constructed by the Works 
Progress Administration, with cypress buildings, 
rock gardens and fieldstone terraces. Near the 
park entrance is The Court of States and a 64-foot 
obelisk dedicated to Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Activities include viewing the thousands of 
plants and shrubs, picnicking, jogging, hiking and 
biking. Amenities include interpretive exhibits, picnic 
areas, gardens, hiking trails, a 1.8-mile paved 
perimeter loop road, and a parcours trail. Visitors 
can rent a large covered pavilion, auditorium and 
meeting rooms.

Ravine Gardens State Park is one of the nine 
New Deal-era state parks in Florida. The park has 
two ravines up to 120 feet deep with steep banks at 
45-degree angles.

Unlike common gullies, trenches or sinkholes 
caused by temporary flooding, the steephead 
ravines are a permanent feature with a spring-fed 
creek that never dries up, called Whitewater Branch. 
The underground water bubbling up cuts into the 
bank and carries the sand and soil downstream to 
the St. Johns River.

Over thousands of years, the ravines have 
widened and deepened to what you see today.

In 1933, the ravines were transformed into 
a dramatic garden by the federal Works Progress 
Administration. Some of the original landscaping 
still exists as formal gardens and a unique system 
of trails.

Numerous picnic sites, equipped with tables 
and grills, are available to visitors. The Roy E. 
Campbell Civic Center complex features a large 
covered pavilion, auditorium and meeting rooms 
that are available for rent. Contact the park office at 
386-329-3721 to obtain a quote on facility rentals 
and outdoor events. 

The garden’s peak flowering period is azalea 
season, January to March.

The hundreds of remaining azaleas have a 
“rolling bloom” and top out with about 50% to 60% 
of the plants blooming simultaneously. A recent sur-
vey documented 18 different types of azaleas. The 
season is variable based on weather conditions.
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Billy Graham’s started teaching the gospel in Bostwick 
‘America’s pastor’ has deep roots in the Palatka area 
 
By Don Coble

BOSTWICK – Billy Graham 
shook with fright when 

he took to the pulpit 
for the first time 

at the Bostick 
Baptist Church 
on Easter 
Sunday in 
1937. He was 
18 and had 
never tried 
to spread 
the word of 

God in front 
of worshipers. 

But eight minutes 
later, he was on 

his way to becoming 
“America’s pastor.”

Graham’s amazing career spanned more than 81 
years. He met with every president from Harry S. 
Truman to Barack Obama, and he met Donald 
Trump before his presidential run in 2016, before 
dying in 2018 at the age of 99.

His historic career took root following a restless 
night at the Florida Bible Institute in Florida before 
driving 2½ hours to the tiny church in North 
Florida.

He described himself in his autobiography “Just As 
I Am” as a “spindly farm boy with lots of nail-biting 

energy, a mediocre academic record and a zeal to 
serve the Lord that exceeded my knowledge and 
skills.”

Graham drove to Palatka with his college dean Rev. 
John Minder, who originally was asked to deliver 
the sermon to about 40 inside the tiny church. 
Minter declined and suggested Graham do it.

A historical marker was placed where the Bostwick 
Baptist Church once stood.

“My first talk was given at a place called Bostwick, 
and I remember we went there, it was a very cold 
night. … They had a big old stove in the middle of 
the church, and the church wouldn’t have seated 
more than maybe 60 people,” he wrote. “I had 
prepared four different little outlines that I could 
talk from, I thought, and I’d practice them. … 
When I stood up that night, I was so nervous that 
I was just trembling all over and I almost didn’t 
stand up … but I did.”
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Graham was baptized by Rev. 
Cecil Underwood and other 
Southern Baptist preachers in 
Silver Lake in 1938 and he was 
ordained at Penial Baptist Church 
in Palatka in 1939. The Southern 
Baptist Church built in the 1870s 
still stands.

So does Graham’s legacy.

Graham continued to preach in 
churches throughout Northeast 
Florida, including Palatka. A 
group of young preachers from the 
bible college often came to Palatka 
on the weekends. They ate fried 
chicken and slept on floors as 
guests of parishioners. On Sunday 
mornings, the group disbanded 
so they cough teach at several 
churches.

Photos courtesy of Billy Graham Library

(L-R) Bush, Clinton, Graham, Franklin Grahm and Carter
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Ferrell Flags
Florahome artist turns plain pine boards into patriotic pieces of art 
By Don Coble

FLORAHOME – Darryl Ferrell didn’t consider himself to be 
an artist, but that all changed one night during a dream three 
years ago. 

His wife saw a flat United States flag out of lumber, and 
she told him about it. That discussion led to a life-changing 
career. 

His first flag was a Christmas present for his wife. He had 
enough leftover wood, he made more flags for Christmas 
gifts – and he hasn’t stopped since. 

“I just love to build the American flag. I love this country. I 
believe in this country,” he said. “I support this country and 
our troops. And I am a veteran. I was in the United States 
Army Reserves. 

“I’ve always had a passion for working and I started by 
doing some construction work when I was younger. So I 
love working with wood. I built a few cornhole boards and 
things like that in the past, but once I saw that flag and built 
that flag, that was I knew that was something that I wanted to 
do.” 

Ferrell now has completed more than 500 flags in his shop 
east of downtown Palatka. He sells them at art festivals, craft 
shows, county fairs and online. Since no board is alike, each 
is unique. 

“I just fell in love with doing it,” Ferrell said. “It has become 
a deep, deep passion of mine. I actually went ahead and 
retired on Jan. 7 of this year so I can do this more.” 
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Ferrell buys pine two-by-fours and he carves them into 
shapes that often resemble a waving flag. It takes one board 
to make a single stripe. The stars are hand-carved and he 
uses a blowtorch to scorch each plank before they are stained 
red, white and blue. 

“First off, the challenge is to get a hold of the right pieces of 
wood, ones that are straight, and those that are going to make 
it shine. 

“Then we’ve got it to link our slab together. Then we carve it 
to make it a good production piece. Then we’ll color it, burn 
it and put it together. It’s a pretty good lengthy process. A 
large waving flag takes anywhere from 14 to 16 to 20 hours 
to make. I prefer making the waving (flags) because they 
really give it something different and something that you 
really can’t find out there. 

And there are no shortcuts. 

“I don’t use any CNC machines. Everything I do is by hand. 
No CNC machines,” Ferrell said. “That means all the stars 
that you see have been hand-carved. And I’m over 10,500 
stars that I’ve carved. 

“These flags come to me in a dream. I’m self-taught. As 
for my colors, I don’t use just regular wood stains. I use a 
special blend of Akita dye mixed with alcohol that I’ve come 
up with. I do put a little bit of stain in it, but the base is an 
Akita dye.”\ 

“That’s my favorite part is seeing the colors shine through.” 

Once each board is carved to fit snuggly against other 
boards, Ferrell uses glue and screws to bring it together. All 
that’s left is to add a coat of finish and get it ready for the 
next sale. 

“It all comes together very nicely,” Ferrell said. “I love it.”

“It all comes together very nicely,” 
Ferrell said. “I love it.”
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PALATKA – Georgia-Pacific’s Palatka mill, which employs 
900 people, now has been doing business in Putnam County for 
75 years.

 Employees celebrate its 75th anniversary of operation this 
week.

On Nov. 5, 1947, the first sheet of paper was produced at 
the Hudson Pulp and Paper Company, a large plant located on 
Palatka’s northern outskirts. At first, Hudson employed only 279 
persons, but within three decades the work force had risen to 
2,400 persons. It was the state’s largest producer of facial and 
bathroom tissue, and through the years has produced other 
products including gummed paper tape and kraft paper used to 
make bags and sacks.

Today, the mill remains the largest private employer in 
Putnam County, employing nearly 900 employees plus an 
additional 2,426 indirect jobs in the community. The mill 
produces familiar consumer brands like Brawny, Sparkle and 
private label paper towels; Angel Soft and private label bath 
tissue; kraft paper used for EarthKraft Recyclable Mailers, 
grocery bags and butcher paper; and linerboard used to make 
corrugated boxes. Daily production has increased by 800% since 
its first day.

“We are thrilled to celebrate 75 years as part of this 
community, including the generations of 
employees who have worked here,” said 
Deb Coduto, vice president of manufacturing 
for the Palatka mill. “We’re thankful for the 
opportunity we have each day to make 
products that consumers want and need.”

In its early days, the mill was the 
second-largest community in Putnam 
County. Completely self-contained, it had 
its own power plant, fire department, police 
department, medical facilities (emergency 
room and hospital), two cafeterias and water 
supply.

In 1979, the mill was purchased by Georgia-Pacific, which 
modernized and expanded the facility through the years. The 
company’s capital investment in the mill has totaled more than 
$1.2 billion since 2002. With an economic impact of more than 
$1 billion annually, the mill remains a strong contributor to the 
growth of Palatka, Putnam County and the region.

In addition to its financial impact, the Palatka mill also has 
been recognized recently by the Environmental Protection 
Agency for its work in reducing energy and water use. In 2018, 
the mill achieved the ENERGY STAR Challenge Achiever for 
Industry by reducing energy use by more than 10 percent over 
three years. In 2020, the mill was awarded the EPA’s ENERGY 
STAR Top Project for 2020 for achieving a 40 percent water 
reduction in a 10-week period through investments in improved 
equipment and monitoring.

Based in Atlanta, Georgia-Pacific and its subsidiaries are 
among the world’s leading manufacturers and marketers of 
bath tissue, paper towels and napkins, tableware, paper-based 
packaging, cellulose, specialty fibers and building products. 
The company operates more than 150 facilities and employs 
approximately 30,000 people directly and creates more than 
89,000 jobs indirectly.

Georgia-Pacific Palatka mill has been producing paper  
products for 75 years
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WE SERVICE ALL MAKES
AND ALL MODELS

• ACURA • LINCOLN • FORD • CADILLAC • CHEVY • JEEP •
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420 N. PALM AVENUE • (386) 328-8881

THE WORKS® SYNTHETIC BLEND 
OIL CHANGE AND MORE

• Tire Rotation & Pressure Check
• Brake Inspection • Filter Check
• Vehicle Checkup
• Fluid Top-Off
• Battery Test
• Autospa Car Wash
• Belts & Hoses Check
*Up to six quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft or 
Omnicraft™ oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal 
fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer valid 
10/01/20 to 12/31/20. Quick Lane® and Motorcraft® 
are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company. Om-
nicraft™ is a trademark of Ford Motor Company. See 
Quick Lane® Service Advisor for exclusions and details. 
Offer valid with coupon. Expires 12/31/22. Message & 
data rates may apply for text offers. 

MOTORCRAFT® PREMIUM
CONVENTIONAL 
WIPER BLADES

$29.95
MSRP*

*Per pair. Taxes extra. Quick Lane® and Motorcraft® 
are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company. 
See Quick Lane® Service Advisor for installation, 
vehicle applications and details. Expires 12/31/22.

COMPLIMENTARY BRAKE 
INSPECTION.*

Performed by an
expert technician.

*Inspect brake friction material, caliper operation, 
rotors, drums, hoses and connections. Inspect parking 
brake for damage and proper operation. Quick Lane® 
is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. See 
Quick Lane® Service Advisor for details. Offer valid with 
coupon. Expires 12/31/22. 

GET A $100 REBATE BY MAIL OR EARN 
40,000 FORDPASS® REWARDS BONUS 
POINTS WHEN YOU BUY FOUR SELECT TIRES.*
On these name brands: Goodyear, Dun-
lop, Michelin®, Continental, Pirelli®, 
Bridgestone, Firestone, Yokohama®, 
Hankook, Toyo® and Nitto FordPass 
Rewards members also earn 10 Points 
per $1 spent on service visits, for a 
total Point value over $200. **
*Quick Lane -installed retail purchases only. Limit one offer 
per customer. $70 tire rebate with an additional $30 Black 
Friday rebate by prepaid debit card or 40.000 FordPass 
Rewards bonus Points on a set of four Goodyear, Dunlop, 
Michelin, Continental, Pirelli, Bridgestone, Firestone, 
Yokohama, Hankook, Toyo and Nitto tires. Medium/
commercial Toyo tires are excluded. Must be enrolled in 
FordPass Rewards to receive FordPass Rewards bonus 
Points. Points are not redeemable for cash or check. See 
the FordPass Rewards Program terms and conditions at 
FordPassRewards.com for information regarding expiration, 
redemption, forfeiture and other limitations on FordPass 
Rewards Points. Points will be awarded within eight weeks 
of rebate submission. Offer valid 11/11/22 to 12/3/22.
Submit rebate by 1/31/23 by mail-in rebate form or online 
at QuickLane.com. Cannot be combined with any other tire 
manufacturer-sponsored rebate/offer. See participating 
U.S. Quick Lane for vehicle applications and offer details 
through 12/3/22. Quick Lane is a registered trademark of 
Ford Motor Company.
**Estimated value when combined with the Points earned 
as a member. Expires 12/31/22.

$59.95
OR LESS*

Visit our Showroom 
for the latest styles

and colors!
CARPET • WOOD • TILE

SALES • REPAIRS • INSTALLATION • FREE ESTIMATES

1813 Reid St.  (Hwy. 17) • Palatka • 325-0440
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 / Sat. 9:00-1:00

Largest In-Stock 
Selection of Floor Covering 

in Putnam County!

Did you know...
Hall of Fame slugger Babe Ruth spent a 

month in Palatka in 1940 and 1941 where 
he was a hitting instructor at the Azalea 

Bowl baseball school? 
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OF PALATKAHANDI-HOUSE
$9900 NODOWN 

DELIVERS
FREE
DELIVERY

CREDIT
CHECK

RENT
TO OWN

“ P R O U D L Y   S E R V I N G   Y O U   F O R   4 2   G R E AT  Y E A R S ! ”

3 STALL CARPORT

CARPORT & GABLE

RED BARN

WOOD STYLE

UTILITY GARAGE

UTILITY WITH PORCH

ROUNDED STYLE CARPORT

ENCLOSED GARAGE

HORSE BARN SIDE DOOR PORTABLE CEDAR PORTABLERED BARN

HANDI-HOUSE
REPOS

AVAILABLE
Palatka

101 Sunset Point
386-328-5625

Middleburg
2685 Blanding Blvd.
Kerri 904-589-9593

Orange Park
2891 Venture Lane 
Judy 904-276-7895

Jamie 904-626-6569

✓ WE PULL PERMITS

✓ FLORIDA CERTIFIED

✓ 150 MPH WINDLOADS

✓ CONCRETE PACKAGES

✓ WARRANTY

LOWEST PRICES & PAYMENTS AVAILABLE

WWW.CARPORTSANYWHERE.COM

RV CARPORT LOFT BARN WOOD WITH END BARN DOORSUTILITY CARPORT

6 X 8 ............................................... $55 MO.
8 X 8 ............................................... $71 MO.
8 X 10............................................. $85 MO.
10 X 12 ........................................... $112 MO.
10 X 16 ........................................... $145 MO.

10 X 20 .......................................... $168 MO.
12 X 16 ........................................... $168 MO.
12 X 20 .......................................... $197 MO.
12 X 24 .......................................... $240 MO.
12 X 30 .......................................... $293 MO.
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With over 20 years of experience 
on small or large jobs, homes or 

businesses—WE DO IT RIGHT! 
We offer a wide variety of superior 

quality products, guaranteed to meet 
your custom needs!

Retail sales on aluminum and vinyl 
products—as well as free estimates 

from site visits, blueprints, plans, 
specifications, or design-built 

engineering!
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Did you know...
Palatka got its start as a trading 
post in 1821, and it got its name 
from the Timucuan Indian 
word “Pilotakata,” which means 
“crossing.” 

 

Angel’s Dining Car at 209 Reid St. 
started in 1932, making it the 
oldest diner in Florida.

According to bassonline.com, 
Palatka’s Rodman Reservoir is 
considered the best lake to catch 
largemouth bass in the state, and the 
St. Johns River and Lake George also 
are considered two of the top-five 
bass-fishing destinations.

We are excited to announce that we are opening a Funtastic Fire 
Brigade franchise in Palatka! The Funtastic Fire Brigade is an exciting, 
family friendly option for special events in and around Putnam, Clay, 
St Johns and Flagler counties! From our mobile DJ “Jambulance” to 
birthday parties and special events, we bring the party to you! 
Weddings, gender reveals, pub crawls, teen movie night packages 
you name it, we do it! Call or email today for a “funtastic” experience!
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The Seminole Combined Cycle Facility, located in Putnam 
County, is nearing completion and will soon be fully 

operational.

A proud partner of the Palatka community since 1980.
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PUTNAM COUNTY
HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY

 601 College Road
Palatka Public Library

Palatka, FL  32177
386-329-0126

Monday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

BOSTWICK PUBLIC LIBRARY
 125 Tillman St., Building #2

Bostwick, FL  32007
386-326-2750

Tuesday: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Thursday: 11:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

CRESCENT CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY
610 North Summitt

Crescent, FL  32112
386-698-2600

Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

INTERLACHEN PUBLIC LIBRARY
133 North County Road 315

Interlachen , FL  32148
386-684-1600

Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

MELROSE PUBLIC LIBRARY
312 Wynnwood Avenue

Melrose, FL  32666
352-475-1237

Tuesday-Friday:9:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM [20]

Melrose Branch Library
Tuesday- Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday | 9 a.m - 12:30 p.m.

Crescent City & Interlochen Branch Library
Tuesday- Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday | 9 a.m - 12:30 p.m.

Website: www.funinputnam.com 

Headquarters - Palatka Library
Monday - Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday | 9 a.m - 1 p.m.

Bostwick Branch Library
Tuesday | 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Wednesday | 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday | 11:30 am - 6 p.m.

Friday | 11:00am - 6 p.m.
Saturday | 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

[20]

Melrose Branch Library
Tuesday- Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday | 9 a.m - 12:30 p.m.

Crescent City & Interlochen Branch Library
Tuesday- Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday | 9 a.m - 12:30 p.m.

Website: www.funinputnam.com 

Headquarters - Palatka Library
Monday - Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday | 9 a.m - 1 p.m.

Bostwick Branch Library
Tuesday | 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Wednesday | 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday | 11:30 am - 6 p.m.

Friday | 11:00am - 6 p.m.
Saturday | 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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City of Murals
Giant Downtown Palatka murals put focus on the 
city’s colorful, historic roots
By Don Coble

PALATKA – There’s a reason why Palatka embraces its nickname 
as the City of Murals.

Buildings have been adorned with murals that tell colorful stories 
about the town, attracting visitors and adding a splash of beauty to 
the historic downtown area.

There are more than 30 cultural and historical murals around town, 
and that doesn’t include a giant banner on the side of Wilkinson 
Automotive where each letter in the word PALATKA offers a sce-
nic glimpse into the attractions that make up the town. The banner 
greets motorists as they drive north over the Memorial Bridge U.S. 
Highway bridge, and it sets the tone for a day of artistic discovery.

The project to add color and purpose to the downtown area is man-
aged by the Conlee-Snyder Mural Committee. Prints of each mural 
are available at the Palatka Welcome Center at 900 St. Johns Ave. 
Proceeds from those sales finance the creation of new murals.

One of the newest murals is of The Putnam House, circa 1891, on 
Second Street and St. Johns Avenue. Artist Luke Taft, who lives in 
nearby Florahome, completed his biggest, and perhaps his best, mu-
ral in October and it is 20 feet by 40 feet. In all, Taft has created six 
of the city’s murals. According to his website, he works as a musi-
cian, artist and arts educator in Palatka, a small town nestled on the 
edge of cypress swamps on the St. Johns River. Palatka has a color-
ful downtown with a strong revitalization effort, historic buildings 
and architecture, and is developing a thriving arts community.

Taft is so committed to enhancing the Putnam County area, he 
opened The Art Hole, a nonprofit fine arts school for children.

“My work in teaching art is very important to me and I firmly be-
lieve that it strengthens the community when our youth have a cre-
ative outlet,” he said. “We are all artists, as art is a merely unique 
expression. When provided the tools, we can speak this language 
more articulately and expand our ability to think and communi-
cate.”

Another artist is Nina Larkin Mateyunas. One of her works is “The 
Wild West Comes to Palatka,” which features cowboys rassling 
with cows and the day in 1908 Annie Oakley brought her shooting 

exhibition to town.

Mateyunas, along with her husband Ed, also created “Harlem 
Nights in Palatka,” which is on St. Johns Avenue and North Eighth 
Street.

Terry Smith’s 13-foot by 56-foot painting of “The Georgia South-
ern and Florida Railroad” can be found on St. Johns Avenue and 
North Seventh Street, while his “Heartbeat of Palatka, Circa 1890-
1909-1916,” is on display at 205 N. Second St. and his “To God Be 
the Glory,” which chronicles the first sermons by Rev. Billy Gra-
ham, is at South Fourth Street and St. Johns Avenue.

“My goal is to paint as much of ‘The Real Florida’ as I can,” Smith 
said. “Future generations need to see what has been and is being 
lost. There is a need to encourage others to speak up to protect 
our most valuable treasure. Many things in life can be replaced or 
rebuilt, but not our greatest possession. It is my hope that by re-
cording the natural Florida now, people will realize the importance 
of saving Florida’s natural resources, to avoid being left with just 
memories.”

Other mural artists include Carolyn Stevens, Dean Quigley, Mo-
nique Sinclair, Richard Currier, Kitty Williams, Joe Puskas, Betty 
Sutliff, Julia McCoy and Sherrie Z. Lowe.

Visitors can get mural tour brochures at Lady Bugs, 115 S. Second 
St., Lemon St. Market and Mercantile, 715 St. Johns Ave. and Put-
nam Bicycles, 100 S. Ninth St.

PALATKA murlas artist Luke Taft
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Putman 

County 
Historical Murals
1.  Putman County Jail

2.  Putman County Courthouse

3.  Bronson-MulhollandHouse

4.  Palatka City Hall

5.  Old JT&K Railway Station

6.  Old Palatka Waterworks

7.  Heartbeat of Palatka

8.  Mug Race

9.  The Putnam House

10.  Battle at Horse Landing

11.  Putnam County Wildflowers

12.  Night Passage

13.  To God Be the Glory

14.  By gone Days

15.  Putnam Treasures

16.  High Time in Palatka

17.  Cattle Drive to Paynes Prairie

18. Senator B. C. Pearce –

 Agricultural Mural

19.  Seats of Learning

19b.  Seats of Learning B

20.  Mary Lawson Hospital

21.  Train Station

22.  Annie Oakley

23.  Harlem Nights
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PARKS
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Facebook.com/PutnamCountyParksandRecreation

PARKS

Facebook.com/PutnamCountyParksandRecreation

For more information please call (386) 329-1268
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PARKS
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Green Space Area
Playground
Gazebo
Veterans Memorial
Unisex Restroom

Adult Baseball Field
Youth Baseball Field
Youth Softball Field
2 Multipurpose Fields
2 Sand Volleyball Courts
Concessions/Restroom Building

Adult Softball Field
Basketball Court
Playground
Sand Volleyball Court

Mary Wisham Softball Field
Multipurpose Field
Basketball Court
Picnic Pavilion with Tables
Skate Park
Band Shell & Amphitheatre
Playground
Restroom

1 Adult/2 Youth Baseball Fields
Youth Softball Field
Restroom/Concessions Building

2 Adult/4 Youth Baseball Fields
Playground
Dog Park
Basketball Court
Restroom/Concessions Building

1. Melrose Heritage Park
204 Pearl St. Melrose 

2. Melrose Youth Sports Complex
421 State Rd. 26 Melrose

3. Johnson Community Park
151 S. County Rd. 21 Hawthorne

4. West Putnam Recreation Complex
170 County Rd. 315 Interlochen

5. West Putnam Sports Complex
127 SE 3rd Ave. Interlachen

6. Francis Youth Sports Complex
8012 St Johns Ave. Palatka

4 Adult Softball Fields
Full Size Football/Soccer Field
Project P.L.A.Y
Tennis/Pickleball Courts
Basketball Court
2 Concessions Stands
2 Restrooms

2 Multipurpose Fields

Adult Softball Field
Basketball Court
2 Horseshoe Pits

Youth Softball Field
Multipurpose Field
Playground

Basketball Court
Multipurpose Field

Adult Baseball Field
Adult Softball Field
3 Multipurpose Fields
Restrooms

Adult Softball Field
Tennis Court
Basketball Court
ADA Accessible Playground
Trailhead Restroom

7. John Theobold Complex
120 Carter Rd. Palatka

8. John Theobold- Ryan Property
161 Carter Rd. Palatka 

9. East Palatka Community Park
223 Putnam Co. Blvd E. Palatka

10. San Mateo Community Park
164 Currie Rd. San Mateo

11. Woods Road Park
131 Woods Rd. San Mateo

12. South Putnam Sports Complex
280 Union Ave. Crescent City

13. Florahome Community Park
151 Michigan St. Florahome

2 Picnic Pavilions
Playground
Multipurpose Field
Basketball Court

Picnic Tables

Youth Softball Field

Basketball Court
Playground
Shuffleboard Courts

Youth Softball Field
Basketball Court
ADA Accessible Playground

Picnic Pavilion
Vaulted Restroom
Soft Launch
Walking Trail 1/3 mile

Toddler Playground
Picnic Pavilion
Multipurpose Field with Soccer
Goals
Volleyball Court
Horseshoe Pits

14. Etoniah Community Park
620 Bardin Rd. Palatka

15. Veterans Memorial Park
111 S. Highway 17 East Palatka

16. Rotary Park
800 Laurel St. Palatka

17. Lake Como Park
147 Euclid Ave. Lake Como

18. Bostwick Community Park
125 Tillman St. Palatka

19. Tanglewylde Nature Park
299 West River Rd. Palatka

20. Georgetown Riverfront Park
1415 County Rd. 309 Georgetown

PARKS
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schapmanorthodontics.com

We Put Your Needs First
to Achieve Efficient + 

Comprehensive Treatment

Dr. Steve Chapman is originally from Mayfield, Kentucky. 
After graduating high school, Dr. Chapman attended 
Murray State University. Dr. Chapman continued his 
education at the University of Kentucky College of 

Dentistry. He graduated with a D.M.D. in 1975. He then 
served in the United States Navy for two years as a 

Naval Dental Officer before pursuing specialty training in 
orthodontics. He completed his specialty program at the  
 University of Florida in 1979. Dr. Chapman  
 was the first dentist to complete the 

orthodontic residency program  
 at the University of Florida.

Palatka
3520 St. John’s Ave.

386/328-8351

Starke
459 W. Call St.
386/328-8351

Right here in your community.
We’ve been through a lot together over the years, so you know you 

can always count on us to support our community with safe, reliable 
and affordable electricity and excellent customer service.

Automated Outage Reporting:   (888) 434-9844
Palatka District Office:   (386) 328-1432

ClayElectric,com      Find us on Facebook

2019

Terrill Hill
Mayor/Commissioner

Tammie McCaskill
Commissioner Group 1

Justin Campbell
Commissioner Group 2

Will Jones
Commissioner Group 3

Rufus Borom
Commissioner Group 4

Meetings
The City Commission meets:
 • 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
 • City Hall, Commission Meeting Chambers
   201 N. 2nd St., Palatka, FL 32177 
Agendas, Minutes & ePackets
Agendas are available prior to the meetings. Minutes are available following 
approval.
About the Commission
Palatka City Commission performs such duties as passing the city fiscal year 
budget, setting the millage rate, and approving ordinances and resolutions. It 
is a policy-making body.  Palatka was officially chartered by the State Legisla-
ture on January 8, 1853.
 

Contacting the Commission
The City Clerk is responsible for keeping a public record of all commission 
proceedings including certification of all ordinances and resolutions.  

The City Clerk’s Office can help you with information concerning municipal 
records, boards, City Commission meetings, the city charter, elections, and 
city government, or to submit a request to be placed on the City Commis-
sion’s Agenda. 

The deadline to submit a request to be placed on a City Commission Agenda 
is the Friday two weeks prior to the next meeting. Agendas are published on 
the Friday prior to the following Thursday’s meeting.

You may contact the City Clerk’s office at 386-329-0100. 

PALATKA CITY COMMISSIONERS
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www.palatkarehab.com

TAYLOR DOUGLAS

•Residential
•Land
•Commercial

Taylor Douglas 
Broker

Office: 386-385-3639
Cell: 386-937-7931
Fax: 386-385-3642

115 N. 2nd St. • Palatka FL 32177

REALTY

The 
Bostwick 
Blueberry 

Festival 
every
April 

attracts 
more
than

4,000 
people.

There are three professional bass fishing 
tournaments in Palatka every year – Major 
League Fishing’s Phoenix Bass League 
tournament every September, Bassmasters 
Tournament in February and the Wolfson 

Children’s Hospital Bass 
Tournament, the largest one-day 
fishing tournament east of the 
Mississippi River, every May.

Did you know...
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The Bass Capitol of the World

Big fish, miles of pristine waterways hook anglers from all over the world

By Don Coble

There’s an old saying that goes: “A bad day fishing is better 
than a good day at work.” For Capt. Ken Walker, fishing is his work.

The fishing guide has spent more than 20 years helping guests 
hook trophy-sized largemouth bass on the St. Johns River and 
Rodman Reservoir southwest of town.

The river is a big part of the lifeblood of the city. Riverfront 
Park is a scenic platform of art, docks, a playground and incredible 
views of the river. It’s also where hundreds of professional 
fishermen launch for Major League Fishing’s Phoenix Bass League 
tournament every September.

The Bassmaster Tournament comes to Palatka for three days in 
February and the Wolfson Children’s Hospital Bass Tournament – 
the largest one-day fishing tournament east of the Mississippi River 
– has attracted as many as 500 boats every May.

“Yes, fishing is a major industry here,” Walker said. “I know 
dozens and dozens of guides that do the St. Johns River and the 
Rodman Reservoir, also. And I mean that’s, that’s my primary job is 
to take people fishing.”

The St. Johns River runs 42 miles from Palatka south to Lake 
George. North of the Palatka Memorial Bridge on U.S. Highway 17 
to Trout Creek, there are several drops, sandbars, docks, pilings 
and natural structures. The river and its connecting bodies are 
home to marinas, hotels, fish camps, ramps and launches.

The Rodman Reservoir was created in 1968 by the creation of 
the Rodman Dam. It’s 15 miles long and covers 13,000 acres.

Walker said in addition to catching large bass – he caught a 
couple of lunkers that weighed more than 11 pounds this year – 
he can put fishermen on crappies. According to bassonline.com, 
Florida is ranked among the top 10 states for crappies and the 
St. Johns River in Palatka is considered the premier location for 
the fish. While they can be caught all year, the best months are 
January, February, April and November.

Bass can be just as fickle, Walker said, but an experienced 
guide can find them all 12 months.

“Fishing is a little slower when it’s too hot to go fishing,” he 
said. “The fish are still there and they still bite, but they’re not as 
active as they are in the cooler months. Your hottest months are 
in January, February and March because that’s when they’re the 
heaviest the biggest because they’re spawning.

“I’ll make most of my money in the coldest three months of 
the year. And it’s a lot of fun. I’ve taken guys over 90 years old out 
there on my boat and they just have a blast. They’ve been fishing 
for 65 years and they never caught a bass as big as they did. So 
that’s always a bonus when you can put somebody on the biggest 
fish they’ve ever even seen other than on TV.”

Walker isn’t the only one who makes his living with a fishing 
rod. Other places like Georgia Boys Fish Camp and Steghone’s Fish 
Camp also attract out-of-area fishermen.

Expert guides are knowledgeable about spawning and 
feeding patterns. Even when the fish aren’t biting, the scenery is 
spectacular, Walker said. But Walker rarely comes home empty-
handed, and he offers a money-back guarantee if nobody hooks a 
fish.

“It’s a beautiful area, the nature on the reservoir and in the St. 
Johns River,” he said. “Nature is just beautiful. I mean, you’ve 
got manatees, you got 1,000s of different species of birds that 
are around the waterways, otters, manatees. And alligators. You 
can see all kinds of eagles. Eagles stay here year-round. We have 
the Eagles and Osprey. You see owls and hawks and all the birds 
of prey. The really big draw is the manatees when they’re in the 
St. Johns River and they come up out of the Atlantic. They’ll just 
float on through with the boats and go out the other side. And it’s 
not uncommon for me to see you know, groups of up to nine or 10 
together in the reservoir.”
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BOAT RAMPS
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1. Brown's Landing Boat Ramp
4065 Brown's Landing Road
Palatka, FL 32177

2. Boll Green Boat Ramp
150 Pidgeon Street
Interlachen, FL 32148

3. Crescent Lake Boat Ramp
1 Central Avenue
Crescent City, FL 32112

4. Drayton Island Ferry Boat Ramp
122 Drayton Island Ferry Road
Georgetown, FL 32139

5. Elgin Grove Boat Ramp
138 Magnolia Avenue
East Palatka, FL 32131

6. Lake Grandin Boat Ramp
137 Walker Drive
Interlachen, FL 32148

7. Lake Ida Boat Ramp
127 Ida Blvd.
Interlachen, FL 32148

8. Lake Jewell Boat Ramp *
139 Kitty Avenue
Interlachen, FL 32148

9. Lake Stella Boat Ramp
519 Central Avenue
Crescent City, FL 32112

10. Palmetto Bluff Boat Ramp
126 Boat Ramp Road
Bostwick, FL 32177

11. Pico Road Boat Ramp
135 Pico Road
East Palatka, FL 32131

12. Shell Harbor Boat Ramp
162 Shell Harbor Road
Satsuma, FL 32189

13. Welaka Boat Ramp
9199 Elm Street
Welaka, FL 32193

14. Church Lake Access Site
221 Kitty Avenue
Interlachen, FL 32148

15. Violet Lake Access Site
220 Kitty Avenue
Interlachen, FL 32148
(No boat access)

*Ramp accessibility subject to water level/weather conditions.*Ramp accessibility subject to water level/weather conditions.
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4151 CR 218 • MIDDLEBURG • 904-606-2125 
7391 SR 21 • KEYSTONE HEIGHTS • 352-478-8798

GodGod
BlessBless

thethe
USAUSA

FINANCING AVAILABLEFINANCING AVAILABLE

Need Room for your stuff? CALL US!
Your TrusTed source for PorTable buildings and sTeel sTrucTures

Duck Realty, Inc.Duck Realty, Inc.
625 Laurel St., 
Palatka, FL 32177
386-325-1440
DuckRealtyInc.com

Your Migration Specialists!

The Blue Crab Festival is held The Blue Crab Festival is held 
annually for three days during the annually for three days during the 

Memorial Day Weekend and it Memorial Day Weekend and it 
attracts thousands of fans for crabs attracts thousands of fans for crabs 
and a concert featuring a national and a concert featuring a national 

headliner.headliner.

EYE EXAMS
BOARD CERTIFIED OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIAN

LARGEST SELECTIONS OF FRAMES
- ECONOMICAL TO DESIGNER -

COMPLETE
CONTACT LENS CENTER

CONTACT LENS SPECIALIST
DISPOSABLE LENSES, COLORED LENSES

INSURANCE: MEDICARE, MEDICAID, EYEMED, 
   VSP, AND MOST OTHERS.

Hours: 7:30 am to 6:00 pm Monday-Thursday  
  7:30 am to 12:30 pm on Fridays

www.stjohnseyecare.com
2504 Crill Avenue, Palatka
386-328-5141

DR. JOHN LENNON, JR

ST. JOHNS EYE CARE P.A.ST. JOHNS EYE CARE P.A.
“FAMILY EYE CARE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES”

1230 Highway 20 W
Interlachen, FL
386-684-3360

307 South Palm Avenue
Palatka, FL

386-325-4521

402 Cypress Avenue
Crescent City, FL

386-698-1621

www.johnsonoverturffunerals.com

Integrity
Respect
Trust
Service.
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BUILT
TO TAKE
YOU THERE.
HIT THE TRAILS
IN STYLE

2120 Reid Street • Palatka
(386) 328-3388


