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(352) 478-SOLD 
MeLissa Pellerito  

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com

Over $22 Million  
Sold in 2021

Multi-Year  
Multi-Million Dollar 

Producer

Turning your dreams  
into an Address!

275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1,  
Keystone Heights 

Call or Text 
352-494-1829

Stop Dreaming & Start Living!
Find Your Forever Home Today!

Available!

Available!

Sold

Available!

Community Involvement • First Time Home Buyers • Veterans • Investment
Residential • Commercial Property • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

Stop Dreaming & Start Living!
Find Your Forever Home Today!
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North Florida Regional Chamber of Commerce 
serves Bradford, Union and SW Clay Counties.  One of 
our goals has been to increase the tax base, more public 
dollars by bringing outside dollars in.  One way this is 
done is with the Bradford County Strawberry Festival 
which is in its 24th Year.  The Chamber is the host of 
this event bringing over 15,000 visitors to our region 
during the weekend.  The ripple effect an event of this 
magnitude has on small communities such as Starke, 
Lawtey, Lake Butler and Keystone can be measured 
weeks after the event, through retail sales, lodging and 
dinning.  The exposure of our region and businesses 
during the Strawberry Festival is felt long range in return 
patrons that are seeking the small town atmosphere 
away from the hustle of larger cities.   

Chamber staff has worked tirelessly trying to find 
solutions to the infrastructure deficit in our region.  
Internet is no longer a luxury to business but it is as 
essential as water, and electricity, and not just the 
business community but the workers that are needed 
for those businesses require adequate internet for at 
home work and school.  The Chamber has worked with 
many individuals and organizations making sure the 
business voice is heard and the problems that have 
occurred over the past years dealing with the lack of 
adequate internet are brought to the forefront.   We are 
very happy to say that several solutions have come from 
those talks and meetings and in the very near future the 
business community should see relief and options to 
the internet situation.

The staff at NFRCC works in partnership with our 

local workforce board, CareerSource North Central 
Florida.  Hiring Events are held at the Chamber office for 
employers needing to fill multiple or specialty positions, 
allowing employers to do offsite interviews and meet 
with local talent 

NFRCC staff is also the Administrator to the Bradford 
County Tourism Development Council handling many 
of the day to day operations for that organization, 
marketing, social media and website maintenance 
just to mention a few.  Chamber staff assists the TDC 
with their local grant program for events that promote 
Bradford County and bring visitors to the county for 
extended stay.  We work with outside organizations 
to bring in activities to our region of Florida that will 
promote Bradford County and put heads on beds 
and increase the tax base in our region.  NFRCC is the 
Administrator for the Bradford County Development 
Authority, assisting them in much the same way with 
daily operations.  The BCDA has an active website as well 
as a social media presence on facebook.  Both TDC and 
BCDA  have worked alongside the Chamber to improve 
the infrastructure of our area where businesses and 
residents experience the lack of internet service.  This 
has become especially important over this past years 
with more folks working from home and doing more 
online activities.  We have made improvements in this 
area for some but much still needs to be done in the 
outlying regions and we will continue to work on this 
particular issue.  We are a small staff of two but we give 
one hundred percent to our jobs and our community.

North Florida Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to give tourists a reason 

to visit, businesses a reason to locate, 

and citizens a reason to reside, work, and 

participate in our region of Florida.

Board of Governors 2022
Chairman - Dale Woodruff – Bradford Agricultural Fair

Chair Elect - Brad Bishop - North Florida Technical College

Treasurer - Chris Page – Community State Bank

Past Chair - Rhonda Hamilton – Lake Area Physical Therapy

Doug Reddish - Reddish & White CPAs

Lindsey Reddish - Capital City Bank

Denny Thompson - Bradford Clerk of the Court

Helen Hersey – Helen Hersey Realty

Steve Futch – Jones –Gallagher Funeral Home

Brad Smith – Bradford County Sheriff ’s Office

NFRCC Board of Governors meetings are 
held the 2nd Thursday of the month

Staff
President / CEO - Pam Whittle, IOM

Business Service - Susan (Becky) Norman

Contact Us:
100 East Call Street • Starke, FL 32091

www.northfloridachamber.com
Like us on facebook NFRegionalChamber 

904-964-5278  (M – F)

Transportation Update: The Truck Route opened up about 18 months 
ago, and the traffic has begun to settle into a normal pattern, US 301 
traffic has increased from the drop experienced at the initial opening of 
223. As it was planned, large trucks that were merely passing through 
with no intentions of stopping and causing much congestion have 
been greatly decreased in number and those that wanted to come 
to Starke are able navigate more safely through town. We are still an 
“Orange Cone City” with the construction of the train overpass well 
underway on SR 100 adjacent to Downtown, but the completion of the 
bridge over Alligator Creek on US 301 is a very welcome site for locals.  
The community will be very thankful for this addition and glad they 
were patient once it is competed, especially when that occasional train 
decides to STOP on the tracks through downtown.

Welcome
Pam Whittle, Chamber President
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Bobby Payne
Member of the Florida House  
of Representatives
Republican
Representing the 19th House District
209 House Office Building
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
Office Phone: 850-717-5019

Jennifer Bradley
Member of the Florida Senate
Republican
Representing District 5
Tallahassee Office
324 Senate Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
Office Phone: 850-487-5005

The Great Bradford Chamber of Commerce is a vital part of the  
ongoing growth that is taking place here in the Bradford County area. Your 
membership in the Chamber provides unparalleled  
opportunities to connect with peers, current and prospective  
clients, and partners up and down the supply chain, to keep  
communication lines open.

Further, the programs and events the Chamber supports, promotes, and 
is involved in provide extraordinary opportunities to grow needed networks 
and gain new insights to address the ever-changing challenges facing all of us 
in business today. By working together as Chamber members, we have a much 
stronger voice with our elected leaders as they contemplate policy revisions and 
new rules and regulations that create greater certainty and an improved environ-
ment for business in Bradford County.

The Chamber’s involvement in promoting the Rural County Days Event in 
Tallahassee over the last few years, has helped the Chambers and Local Business 
connect and provide Legislators with the uniqueness of local Businesses, their 
talent influence in the local community, promoting e-commerce, developing 
trends and patterns that are unique to Rural communities.

We support the Bradford Chamber, membership and residents in Bradford 
County and encourage you all to shop locally and support your community. We 
represent you in Tallahassee from both the House of Representatives and Florida 
Senate and your concerns, ideas and opportunities are something we greatly value.

Welcome to Bradford County
Bradford County is a rural community located in Northeast Florida. Bradford 
was founded as New River County in 1858 but was renamed Bradford County 
in 1861. The county has a population of 27,000 people and covers 294 square 
miles. Bradford County is home to the City of Starke, City of Lawtey, City of 
Hampton and the Town of Brooker with Starke being the county seat.

Parks & Recreation
Welcome to the Bradford County Parks and Recreation page. Bradford County 
is home to five publicly accessible lakes and two wildlife management areas, 
with many opportunities for recreation on land and water.
 
Lakes And Boat Ramp Locations
•  Hampton Lake - West End of Southwest 101st Street, Hampton, FL 32044
•  Sampson and Rowell Lakes - 14300 Southwest 75th Ave, Starke, FL 32091
•  Little Lake Santa Fe - 3858 Southeast 20th Ave, Keystone Heights, FL 32656
•  Santa Fe Lake - 42500 Northeast State Road 26, Melrose, FL 32666
  
Parks
•  Pleasant Grove Park - At the corner of Northwest County Road 229 and 

Northwest 177th Street, Starke, FL 32091
•  Speedville Park- 879 Southeast 35th Street, Melrose, FL 32666
•  Lincoln City Park - At the corner of Southeast 143rd Terrace and Southeast 

44th Avenue, Starke, FL 32091

Wildlife Management Areas
• Santa Fe Swamp Wildlife Management Area
   Southeast 11th Avenue, Starke, FL 32091
   (Approximately 1/2 Mile off State Road 100)

The Santa Fe Swamp Wildlife Management Area (WMA) consist of 7,272 acres 
and is open for fishing, wildlife viewing, horseback riding, hiking, and bicy-
cling throughout the year. Children under the age of 16 are required to wear 
a helmet when horseback riding on public lands. Hunting of white-tailed deer, 
feral hog, turkey, gray squirrel, and eastern cottontail rabbit is allowed in this 
WMA during specified seasons with primitive weapons only (bow and arrow 
and muzzleloader). 

• Raiford Wildlife Management Area
   Northwest County Road 125, Lawtey, FL 32058

Raiford WMA consists of 9,141 acres and is located along the New River in 
northwest Bradford County. The New River flows through the center of the 
WMA, and Olustee Creek (which branches off of the New River) flows through 
the eastern portion of the WMA. Much of the area is closed or in private own-
ership but the remaining portion of the area is open for hunting during spec-
ified seasons. Wild turkey, white-tailed deer, gray squirrel, eastern cottontail 
rabbit, gopher tortoise, raccoon, and red-tailed hawk are some of the wildlife 
species that can be found in the area.

HELEN HERSEY REAL ESTATE
It’s a seller’s market now... Call to list your property!

7396 State Rd 21 N • Keystone Heights, FL
www.helenhersey.com • Office: 352-473-8882 • Cell: 352-235-1586

A Better Way...
                       to buy & sell Real Estate

We promise to make buying or selling a smooth and 
thought out process.

Contact us if you’d like more information on finding 
your dream home or preparing to sell your home.

Serving Keystone Heights, Starke, Hawthorne, 
Interlachen and surrounding communities.

Helen Hersey

7419 State Rd., 21 N Keystone Heights, FL 32656

352-473-3561

Locally 
Owned & 
Operated 
for over 

50 YEARS!

Keystone
Auto
Parts

Great people, great products, great prices! SM

AUTO PARTS
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Starke
811 S Walnut St.
Starke, FL 32091

(904) 964-7830

Lake Butler
255 S East 6th St.

Lake Butler, FL 32054

(386) 496-3333

Interlachen
1120 State Road 20

 Interlachen, FL 32148

(386) 684-6154

Micanopy
106-C NE Highway 441
Micanopy, FL 32667

(352) 339-7980

www.communitystatebank-fl.com

Lobby Hours: Monday – Thursday 9am – 4pm • Friday 9am – 6pm • Saturday Closed

Drive Thru Hours: Monday – Wednesday 7am – 4pm • Thursday – Friday 7am – 6pm • Saturday 8am – 12pm

The Big Guys Have Nothin’ On Us...
get all the convenient services you need right here.

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
   WATERFRONT/LAND

     FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS
     PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Todd Beals    : 904-588-2083
Debbie Beals: 316-648-0595

Office: 352-478-8320
510 S. Lawrence Blvd.
Keystone Heights

(across from City Hall)
www.lakearearealtors.com

HOME OF THE KEYSTONE 
HEIGHTS WELCOME CENTER 
AND CLAY COUNTY TOURISM

SERVING ALL OF CLAY COUNTY
AND THE LAKE REGION AREA 

Find your
happy place.

HISTORY IN
BRADFORD COUNTY

1836 Firsts Church Built in  
Bradford

1838 Farmer’s Market Established

1854 Drew Reddish given title to 
40 acre now South Starke

1857 Census recognizes Starke

1859 RR build from Fernandina to 
Cedar Key through Starke

1861 Bradford Co. was created, 
named after Col. Richar Bradford

1876 Starke Incorporates

1877 Lawtey bamed for  
William Lawtey

1879 Telegraph started by  
Col. Moore

1894 Freee killed Orange Groves

1898 Courthouse moved to Starke 
from Lake Butler

1900 Starke gets Street Lights

1905 Lawty Incorporates

1915 Boll Weevil end cotton  
growing in Bradford

1918 World War II

1940 Troops begin to arrive in 
Camp Blanding WWII

1965 Bradford High School wins 
State Football

1975 Bradford County builds 
Public Library
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Starke Life is Published Annually by the North Florida Regional Chamber of Commerce in Partnership with the Keystone Heights Herald and the  
Clay Today Newspaper. For Chamber information call 904-964-5278. To Advertise in the 2023 Directory call 352-502-9700. #itsbetterinBradford

February 1st  Saturday - North Florida Regional  
 Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting
  
March 8th - 13th Bradford Agricultural Fair
 26th Rotary Beast Featst
 
April 2nd and 3rd  Bradford County Strawberry Festival
 14th American Values Dinner
 15th Starke Kiwanis Golf Tournament
 17th Easter Sunday
 
May 5th Cinco De Mayo
 9th Mother’s Day
 31st Memorial Day

June 14th Flag Day 
 19th Father’s Day
 19th Juneteenth
 
 

July 4th Independence Day - Our Country Day in Keystone
 4th Independence Day - Lake Butler Celebration on the Lake
 
September 5th Labor Day
 
October 10th Columbus Day
 29th Great Pumpkin Escape
 
November 11th Veteran’s Day
 24th Thanksgiving
 26th Shop Small Saturday
 
December 8th Miss Winter Fest Pageant
 9th Christmas on Call St. 
 10th Starke Christmas Parade 6pm
 12th and 13th Shop With A Cop
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BRADFORD COUNTY INFORMATION __________________ 5

COMMUNITY EVENTS ______________________________ 9

BRADFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY _______ 11

CITY OF STARKE _________________________________ 12

BRADFORD COUNTY LIBRARY ______________________ 14
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THINGS TO DO IN BRADFORD COUNTY _______________ 16

BRADFORD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ______ 18

TOWN OF BROOKER ______________________________ 19

RELOCATION ____________________________________ 21

PRISCILLA SPARKS, VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR _________ 22

STARKE CITIZENS OF THE YEAR _____________________ 23

THE FIRM ______________________________________ 26

CITY OF HAMPTON _______________________________ 29

BRADFORD COUNTY UNIQUE COMMUNITY ____________ 32

KEEPING THE WHEELS TURNING ____________________ 35

STARKE RACING MUSEUM _________________________ 36

WE ARE COONEY STRONG _________________________ 38

CAMP BLANDING ________________________________ 40

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS INFORMATION _________________ 42

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY _________________________ 43

March 3-8, 2022

Office: 904-964-5252 • 2300 North Temple Avenue • Starke, FL 32091

Come visit our midway, exhibits & try tasty treats for 
young & old alike! Watch our youth participate in cattle, 

swine, goat, poultry & rabbit shows each year forty 
prizes. Come see our home division and 4-H displays.

www.BradfordCountyFair.com

STRAWBERRY 
FESTIVAL

April 02 & 03, 2022
www.BradfordCountyStrawberryFestival.com

Bradford County
The 24th Annual

BRADFORD AGRICULTURAL CENTERBRADFORD AGRICULTURAL CENTER
Plan on renting our facilities for your next party or event.

72nd ANNUAL

Table of Contents Community Events
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The Bradford County Devel-
opment Authority meetings are 
held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.

The BCDA is a stand-alone 
economic development entity 
created by Florida Legislature, 
whose board members are ap-
pointed by Florida’s Governor. 
No member of the Bradford 
County Development Authority 
receives compensation of any 
kind for their service. All board 
members are volunteers that 
are dedicated to economic 

development progress in our 
community.

This board, amongst others, 
recognized and embraced that 
economic development educa-
tion in addition to cooperation 
and collaboration between dif-
ferent Bradford County Boards 
and groups needed to be facil-
itated. The BCDA continues to 
focus efforts and continues to 
be a catalyst for these chang-
es.   Another key priority con-
tinues to be identifying sources 
of additional revenue to aid in 

our quest of economic devel-
opment for Bradford County as 
well as proactively contacting 
prospective businesses encour-
aging expansion to the Brad-
ford County region. Building 
relationships with site selec-
tors, government agencies and 
other EDC groups has started 
showing results. The BCDA has 
aided in responding to major 
RFP’s in the past.

   With the vision of Rep-
resentative Bobby Payne, one 
of the biggest endeavors the 

BCDA, in partnership with a 
committee formed of several 
county and community leaders, 
took on was the creation of 
Rural Counties Day. The many 
hours that were put in over the 
past few years, has resulted in 
what has been noted as one 
of the most visible legislative 
events in Tallahassee. 

Visit www.choosebradfordcounty.com

INSURANCE 
RATES 

TOO HIGH?
WE CAN HELP!

• Been in business over 60 years
• Two locations in Clay County
• We can write ALL lines of insurance

 Starke
986 N. Temple Ave. 

904-964-7826

Keystone Heights
333 S. Lawrence Blvd.

352-473-7209

Middleburg
2361 Blanding Blvd.

904-282-7665

 

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com
csr@georgerobertsins.com

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

We represent more than 30 A-Rated insurance companies 
providing you the best insurance at the best price.

Auto • Business • Home • Life/Health

Insurance
Company
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CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
WHERE RESIDENTS ARE FIRST
A charming community in beautiful Keystone 
Heights where neighbors become friends and 
retirement living is easy. 

Special care is provided in our assisted living facility 
where our staff make you their first priority.  

• Assisted Living Facility with ECC license (AL5265) 

• Community Center with Library & Fitness Center

• Independent Living (Most utilities included in rent)

• On-site Church & On-site dining

Now taking applications for dependable, professional, caring staff – call 352-473-6100 ext 303.

Park of the Palms Christian Retirement Community
204 Maranatha Rd. • Keystone Heights

352.473.6100 • parkofthepalms.org

920 Blanding Blvd., Suite 4 • Orange Park

904-420-0044

GET YOUR  
MEDICAL MARIJUANA  

CARD TODAY!

No Medical records? NO PROBLEM.  
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

Do you have stress and anxiety due to the Coronavirus?
Call today for a PTSD evaluation. 

Re-Certify by phone- No need to leave home!

RECERTIFICATIONS
EDIBLES NOW EDIBLES NOW 

AVAILABLE. AVAILABLE. 

Mosley Tire Co.
Mechanical Repair • Custom Exhaust/Muffl ers

Suspension • Brakes • Air Conditioning
Water and Fuel Pumps

Complete Wheel Alignment • Computer Balancing

14669 US Hwy 301 S. • Starke, FL
904-964-6600

R&S STRUCTURES R&S STRUCTURES 
of Keystone Heightsof Keystone Heights

Barns • Buildings • Carports  Barns • Buildings • Carports  
Custom Design Your Own Steel BuildingCustom Design Your Own Steel Building

Financing Available /  Rent To OwnFinancing Available /  Rent To Own

352-478-8798352-478-8798
www.rsstructures.comwww.rsstructures.com

7391 State Road 21 • Keystone Heights, Fl 32656
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(904)964-7500
ww.duvalchevy.com

1018 N Temple Ave.
Starke, FL 32091

10% OFF Service with this ad.

VEHICLES IN AD MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT THIS DEALERSHIP

The City of Starke Florida  
City Officials

209 North Thompson Street • Starke FL 32091 • (904) 964-5027
A F T E R H O U R S: Utility Outage, Callouts: (904) 966-6161

Mayor Janice D. Mortimer Vice Mayor Danny Nugent Commissioner Scott Roberts

Commissioner Wilbur Waters Commissioner Shannon Smith City Clerk Jimmy Crosby

Police Chief Jeff Johnson City Attorney Clay Martin City Manager Russell A. Mullins

PHOTO
NOT

AVAILABLE

* Subject to credit approval and may be subject to property approval.

ccbg.com/business

We believe a personal relationship with your banker is one of the most 

important connections you can have in this community. Our bankers offer 

not only great banking and borrowing solutions, but also individual 

attention, a ready ear to listen and a desire to help reach your personal 

and business financial goals. Make the switch today.

Deposit Accounts
Loans and Lines of Credit*
Merchant Services*
Credit Cards*
Treasury Management Services*

Payroll Solutions
Factoring*
Lockbox Service
Remote Deposit*

Business Services

that sticks.

BANKING 
SWITCH

Make a

Patricia Evans 
Bradford/Clay 
Community President 

904.452.2050

Becky Barrs
Community Banking 
Administrative 
Assistant 

904.452.2051

Penny Pearson 
Community Banker 

904.452.2056

Matt Dyal
Client Experience 
Manager 

904.452.2060
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Automated Outage Reporting:       (888) 434-9844
Keystone Heights District Offi  ce:  (352) 473-4917

CooperativeDiscover the Difference
Clay Electric has been part of your 
community for more than 80 years. 
Through our hard work and dedication, 
we provide reliable, professional 
electric service to 186,000 member-
owned accounts.

 ClayElectric.com 

photo from fi le

Every year, the North Florida Regional Chamber selects a collection of 
individuals and organizations to honor. Titles include Volunteer of the Year, 
Businessperson of the Year, and Citizen of the Year. This year, the chamber 
took a different approach to one of their categories and named the Bradford 
County Public Library the business of the year. I spoke with Library 
Director Robert Perone to learn more about the library and the reasoning 
behind the chamber’s selection.’

The Bradford County Library’s motto is “Providing information and 
education for the people of Bradford County”. In 2021, the Bradford County 
library did just that. From physical copies of books to Overdrive access for 
eBooks and audio books, the love of reading has never slowed down. 

“We’ve noticed an increase in people returning to the library. It’s not just 
regulars either. We’ve signed up an unprecedented number of people for 
library cards and renewals.” Perone says, when I ask about numbers during 
and after Covid. “Returning in person to the library has been a sign of 
normalcy that so many people missed.”

Despite the increase of in-person visits, Bradford County Library continues 
to offer remote resources. 

“Some of the most popular programs in the past year have been at home or 
take-home opportunities,” Perone comments. The library offers play-away 
machines that are already loaded with materials. When someone checks out 
a play-away, they can plug the device into a car stereo, a radio, or their own 
headphones. 

Other programs the library offers are just as popular as citizens of Bradford 
County try to return to a sense of normalcy. There are children’s story time 
events, a crafting group, and plenty of science and tech programs. 

Bradford County Library always takes into consideration the wants and 
needs of their community. “I’m most proud of the work that my staff puts 
in.” Perone comments. 

“With everything going on, my staff never stopped providing for people. 
They went above and beyond to make sure someone could fill out 
paperwork they needed. We turned over rocks to find specific books that 
people wanted.” 

With programming being staff run, it means that the community hugely 
benefited from the work and dedication of the Librarians and staff.

“We reach out and bring in such a variety of material and programs, and all 
of that is because of the work my staff puts in. We did virtual programming 
like most of the other libraries, but it was our staff taking the time to listen 
and help our community. They took the time to show someone how to set 
up an email account. If a senior adult couldn’t see their family, our staff 
would help them set up a zoom meeting and get to see them.”

It’s no surprise that the Chamber selected the Bradford County Library 
for this honor. To find more information online, you can access the library 
at www.bcplibrary.com or on Facebook. They post programs as they are 
scheduled, and spots fill up fast. Call or visit the library today to sign up!

Bradford County Library

LAKE AREA TITLE SERVICES, INC.
Full Service Land Title Company

Sandra Darley, Owner/Title Agent
Keystone Heights: 7404 State Road 21 - 352-473-9009 

Lake Butler: 25 E. Main St. - 386-496-8238 
sandra.latsikh@gmail.com 904-964-7596 • 234 N Temple Ave • Starke

386-496-2241 • 40 W. Main • Lake Butler

APPLIANCES FURNITURE TELEVISION
SALES & SERVICE

IN STORE FINANCING

Despite the pandemic waning, many 
businesses of Starke are still facing 
hardships. 

Lockdowns meant that less foot traf-
fic was coming into businesses. Sales 
dropped, and with the whole busi-
ness having to close for at least two 
weeks if someone tested positive, it 
was hard to stay open, let alone stay 
afloat. 

With the help of 2021’s Business 
person of the Year, however, it made 
things easier.

That’s where Courtnie Douglas 
comes in. When Douglas graduated 
from the University of Florida and 
joined Edward Jones in 2013. After 
joining the firm, Douglas opened the 

first office in Starke. She works with a variety of clients and treats all of 
them to the kindness and respect that is now synonymous with the Courtnie 
Douglas- Edward Jones experience.

Throughout the pandemic, Douglas helped keep businesses afloat. Whether 
it be through sharing pictures of her lunch that she got from a local restau-
rant or helping small business owners manage their finances in a profes-
sional capacity, Douglas brought in interest.

Pam Whitle, President and CEO of the North Florida Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, shared some insight into why they selected Douglas .

“She would always post about where she was going to lunch, or what busi-
nesses were open that she was going to stop by. She’d take a picture of her 
meal and it would look so delicious and post it on her social medias and tag 
the restaurant.”

Advertising is one of the biggest ways to bring in foot traffic. Though most 
businesses have their own social media pages and their own marketing, be-
cause of the way these platforms are designed, it rarely has the widest reach 
possible. When someone like Douglas shares these businesses on their own 
social media, it opens a new range of customers who might not have found 
them otherwise.

Beyond marketing, Douglas boosted morale.

“Courtnie would get coupons or gift cards to these places she went to and 
would give them out. She’d be sure to post about it too, but she would leave 
them outside her office for anyone who wanted them.” Commented Whitle.

Buying gift cards has been a great way to support local businesses during 
various lockdowns and pandemic scares. The business can make money 
during periods where they aren’t receiving many customers, and beyond 
that, it’s another way to market. 

Gift cards or certificates can be given to those who have never tried a busi-
ness and then redeemed as a risk-free way to try something new or support 
an old favorite.

Douglas’s generosity and kindness makes her a great financial advisor to 
the people of Starke, but beyond that, it makes her a great member of the 
community, and the perfect candidate for the 2021 Business Person of the 
Year title.

Courtnie Douglas, Business Person of the Year

(L-R) Cyndy Weeks, Assistant Library Director, Mary Robbins, Debbie Geiger, Jill Barnett, Amy Turney, 
Robert Perone, Library Director, Angela Quinn, Mary Canupp and Kimberly Crawford, Circulation Supervisor

Courtnie Douglas
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THINGS TO DO IN BRADFORD COUNTY
The Florida International Rally & Motorsport Park
7266 Airport Rd • Starke, FL 32091
(352) 473-2999
The FIRM is home to RallyPro Performance Driving School and the Interna-
tional Security Academy (ISA). ISA, relies upon the RallyPro Performance 
Driving School to teach units how to safely extract assets, at high-speeds 
and across varying terrain. All RallyPro instructors are highly skilled and 
the most diverse technical drivers in the world; uniquely experienced in 
vehicle dynamics, for high-speed, and high-risk drivertraining. The FIRM 
provides mission critical scenarios across surface changes at high-speeds. 
The weight transfer that occurs from surface transitions when going off-
road, then back onto the tarmac, is the number one cause of fatalities for 
untrained drivers. RallyPro instructors teach advanced vehicle manage-
ment skills that protect assets and saves lives.
 
Public Boat Ramps
Various locations• Bradford County, FL 32091
(904) 964-5278
If you like to fish or ski, there’s public boat ramps located in and around 
Bradford County where you can put in your boat and go fishing or skiing. 
There’s Lake Sampson, Hampton Lake, Lake Santa Fe, Lake Alto and more.
 
Gold Head State Park
6239 State Rd 21 • Keystone Heights, FL 32656
(352) 473-4701
One of Florida’s first state parks since 1935. The initial property was donat-
ed by Martin J. “Mike” Roess and developed by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC). The CCC was launched in 1933 to combat unemployment 
during the Depression. In 1935, 25 craftsmen from Company 2444 were 
sent to the Gold Head site where they were joined by hundreds of CCC 
youth and established Camp SP-5. Together they planted trees, cleared 
areas for campsites, built roads and constructed many of the buildings.

Bradford County Fair Grounds
2300 North Temple Avenue • Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-5252
The annual Bradford County Fair. There is Cattle and Swine, their respec-
tive shows and sales. The Goat and Poultry exhibitions will be back this 
year as well. Lots of great food will be returning including The Kiwan-
is Club, featuring their great Bar-B-Que and other delicacies, The Rotary 
Club, featuring their funnel cakes!, along with Shands Hospital Auxiliary 
serving their famous Strawberry Shortcake!
 

Bradford Sportsmen’s Farm
11394 SW 106th Ave. • Graham, FL 32042
(352) 485-2302
The Bradford Sportsmen’s Farm shooting range is located in Graham, FL 
and offers some of the best and most diverse shooting facilities available 
to the public in one site. These facilities include two fully automated, 14 
station sporting clay courses with two machines at each station. We also 
have two fully automated 5-stands controlled by portable long-range con-
trollers as well as a 25-yard pistol range, a 50-yard rifle and pistol range, a 
300-yard rifle range, and an 850-yard rifle range. Our sporting clays cours-
es are designed to accommodate all shooter skill levels with one course 
for novice to intermediate skilled shooters and another for tournament 
level shooters. New to our facility is our covered and air conditioned ban-
quet facility.

Kingsley Lake
Kingsley Lake is an almost circular lake of about 2,000 acres in North Cen-
tral Florida, about six miles east of Starke, Florida. According to some 
sources, it is the oldest and highest lake in Florida, located on the edge of 
the Trail Ridge formation. The lake is a very stable lake with a sandy bot-
tom. Its deepest part is about 90 feet.

Edwards Road Complex
417B West Edwards Road • Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-8334
City of Starke Baseball Complex

Biking
Just west of Starke you will find: Lake Sampson, Lake Rowell, and Lake 
Crosby. Fish these waters for bluegill, sunfish, crappie, and both sunshine 
and largemouth bass. Lake Sampson, in particular, is a fishermen’s para-
dise. Lake Sampson and Rowell are connected by a canal, which is pass-
able by small boat.  Canoeing, swimming, picnicking, and hiking trails are 
also available. If you enjoy biking, you’ll enjoy riding the Starke – Lake 
Butler Loop. This 61-mile bicycle route passes through Starke, as well as 
Hampton and Brooker, on its way around to Lake Butler.  

Camp Blanding Museum
5629 FL-16 #3040 • Starke, FL 32091
(904) 682-3196
The Museum houses a colorful collection of weapons (U.S. and foreign). 
a refurbished World War II barracks, houses a colorful collection of weap-
ons, photo exhibits, mannequins in uniform, and other artifacts. These 
exhibits tell the story of Camp Blanding, the units that trained there, and 
the surrounding area during World War II.

http://www.bradfordcountyfloridatourism.com
if you need more pictures or more informationFair

The FIRM

Public Boat Ramp

Camp Blanding

Biking

Bradford Sportsmen’s Farm

https://www.fishexplorer.com/fl/lakedet.asp?lid=2932
https://www.naturalnorthflorida.com/things-to-do/hampton-loop/
https://www.naturalnorthflorida.com/things-to-do/hampton-loop/
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Town Council
Vacant - Seat 1
Pamela Johnson - Seat 2
Cecil E. (Gene) Melvin - Seat 3
Steve Acree - Seat 4
Joe Tolleson - Seat 5
Mayor - C.E. (Gene) Melvin
Vice-Mayor - Pamela Johnson
own Clerk - Charlene Thomas

Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:00 pm  
at the Town Hall.

Contact Town Clerk if you wish to be on the Agenda.

Charlene Thomas, Custodian of Public Records
P.O. Box 127, Brooker, FL  32622
brooker1022@windstream.net
352-485-1022     352-485-1433 fax

townofbrooker.com

For more information

 please visit 

MontgomeryCenter.net

or call

(352) 473-4516

Located At:

88 SE 75th Street 

Starke, FL 32091

A camp and conference center

ready to meet your needs for

Youth and Adult Camps and

Retreats, Weddings, Family

Reunions, and Much More!

 

TEAL 
TILE

Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Saturday by Appointment

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Bradford County Board of Commissioners
District 1, Carolyn Spooner
P.O. Drawer B, Starke, FL 32091
Office: (904) 966-6327
Fax: (904) 368-3903
Cell: (904) 966-1307
carolyn_spooner@bradfordcountyfl.gov

 

District 2, Kenny Thompson
P.O. Drawer B, Starke, FL 32091
Office: (904) 966-6327
Fax: (904) 368-3903
Cell: (904) 796-2261
Business: (904) 782-3238 or 3232
bocc@bradfordcountyfl.gov

District 3, Chris Dougherty
Address: P.O. Drawer B, 
Starke, Florida 32091
County Office: (904) 966-6327
County Fax: (904) 368-3903
County Cell: (904) 796-7095
chris_dougherty@bradfordcountyfl.gov

District 4, Danny Riddick
P.O. Drawer B, Starke, Florida 32091
County Office: (904) 966-6327
County Fax: (904) 368-3903
Cell: (352) 318-4950
Business: (352) 473-7033
bocc@bradfordcountyfl.gov

District 5, Diane Andrews
P.O. Drawer B, Starke, Florida 32091
County Office: (904)966-6327
County Fax: (904) 368-3903
Cell: (904) 796-0782
diane_andrews@bradfordcountyfl.gov

P.O. Drawer B, Starke, Florida 32091 • (904) 966-6327

Short drive for a unique movie experience
1st Run Movies
1st Rate Price

Located in Downtown Starke
101 W Call Street

Call or visit online for show times
Great local restaurants within 2 blocks

Available For: 
Private Events 

Birthday Parties 
Large Groups

904-964-5451
www.fl oridatwintheatre.com 

$7 Adults/$6 Child/Seniors
Matinee Sat/Sun before 6: ALL $6!
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North Florida Chamber
Pam Whittle
100 East Call Street
Starke, FL 32091
Phone: 904-964-5278
Fax: 904-964-2863
www.northfloridachamber.com

Utility Companies Information
Electric Companies
City of Starke
(904) 964-5027
Florida Power & Light
(800) 851-9402
Clay Electric
(352) 473-8000

Gas Companies
City of Starke - (904) 964-7776
Sawyer Gas - (352) 468-1500

Phone Companies
Century Link - (888) 723-8010

Water & Sewer Companies
Suwannee River Water Management 
District - (800) 226-1066 or  
(386) 362-1001
City of Starke - (904) 964-7776

Cable Companies
Comcast - (800) 266-2278 or  
(877) 530-1213 Customer Service
Satellite Companies
Directv - (877) 356-2135 or  
www.directv.com
Dish Network - (888) 656-2872 or 
www.dish.com

Waste Disposal
Waste Management - (904) 964-4184

Internet Services
Century Link - (888) 723-8010
 

Educational Information
Bradford County School Board 
501 W Washington St.
Starke, FL 32091
904-966-6800 
North Florida Technical College
609 N Orange St
Starke, Fl 32091
(904) 966-6764
Sante Fe College
Andrews Center
Director, Cheryl Canova
209 W. Call St. 
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-5382

Employment Information
CareerSource North Central Florida
904-964-8092 Job Seekers
904-964 WORK Employers
101 E. Call Street
Starke, FL 32091

We Are Your Local Water Experts

NORTH FLA WELL DRILLING & PUMP SERVICE LLC
Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

H WATER WELL  
    CONTRACTING

H WATER TREATMENT 

H PUMP SERVICE

H WATER SYSTEMS

H PARTNERS WITH 
   CAPITAL CITY BANK

Eddie &
Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

105 COMMERCIAL DRIVE • KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL • 352-473-3204

FREE ESTIMATES

H LAND CLEARING

H EQUIPMENT 
    SERVICES

H DOZER WORK

For more information go to www.BradfordCountyStrawberryFestival.com

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICESALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE
Serving  Bradford, Clay, Putnam and Alachua CountiesServing  Bradford, Clay, Putnam and Alachua Counties

7415 SR 21 Keystone Heights • 352-473-9595 • Mike Bertie - Owner / CAC - 1815920
Eric Delotelle, Mitchell Bertie, Shawn Griffin, Matt Bell, Tim Stanley and Mike Bertie

Relocation
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John-Ryan and Elizabeth 
Tillman are no strangers 
in the community, and for 
those that know of their 
work and their impact, it 
came as no surprise that 
the Chamber of Commerce 
chose the two as citizens of 
the year.

John Ryan Tillman is the 
sales associate and pro-
duction manager chief for 
Union County Times, the 
Bradford County Tele-
graph, and the Lake Re-
gion Monitor. 

Beth Tillman owns Sport-
ing Chance, a screen 
printing and embroidering 

clothing company. Both have a long history of marketing and sales, and 
that background led to their enormous influence on the Tri-County area 
in 2021.

As the pandemic dragged on, the Tillmans used their connections to local 
businesses through the papers and Sporting Chance and took it upon 
themselves to drum up customers. The two would visit businesses in the 
community- restaurants, clothing stores, or cafes, and show off specials 
they found or upcoming events.

John Ryan especially felt honored by the nomination.

“We take a great amount of pride in small businesses in our community. 
Without small businesses, neither of us would be in business,” he com-
mented. 

Beth chimed in, “John Ryan grew up here, so he’s known a lot of these 
businesses for years, and when I did sales and graphics for the paper, I 
developed my relationships with them. We do the best we can to help 
when someone is down on bad times and get the word out to bring people 
in.”

Despite the foot traffic they’ve brought in and the inside look into local 
deals and promotions, the Tillmans’ are both humble about the part they 
played. 

“We definitely didn’t pave the way for these businesses,” John Ryan 
laughed. 

“But it’s a great privilege to help these businesses to succeed through 
advertising and getting their names out there.”

When talking about the community and why they wanted to give back, 
John Ryan had this to say. 

“It’s so important to have strong businesses in our community. Small 
businesses are the backbone of our community and we’re lucky to be a 
part of this area and this community.”

Caring for others, and seeing others care as well during this pandemic is 
the thing that keeps the Tillmans going. “When the pandemic first start-
ed, the restaurant industry really got hurt, so a lot of other businesses in 
our area that weren’t hit so hard agreed to sponsor every restaurant that 
could open to keep them afloat. That’s always touched my heart that oth-
er businesses would do what they could to protect other people in their 
industry.”

Starke Citizens of the Year
The spirit of volunteering is alive and well in Starke.

Those unfamiliar with Priscilla Sparks likely know of her husband, or 
her father-in-law. Justin Sparks, son of the late Mr. Lee Sparks, owns the 
Florida Twin Theatre. The movie theatre has been in their family since 
1984, after the passing of Lee, Justin and his wife Priscilla took over.

In 2021, Sparks devoted herself to keeping the main street of historical 
downtown Starke looking its best. No matter what it was, you could find 
Sparks getting it done and assisting wherever possible- even through her 
pregnancy.

Pam Whitle, President and CEO of the North Florida Regional Chamber 
of Commerce had this to say about Sparks. “She’s one of the strongest 
people I know! You could find her out there every day weeding or clean-
ing, even nine months pregnant.”

Weeding was the least of Sparks’ impact. Whether it was mowing, weed 
whacking, or painting, Sparks would get it done.

“I think downtown Starke hugely benefited from her work, and not just 
because it looks fantastic.” Commented Whitle.

Having these public spaces isn’t just nice to have, or an afterthought for 
city planners. They are necessities. Well-paved roads, maintained build-
ings, and greenery do more than just provide a pretty picture or a pleasant 
view out of the window. They’re critical in connecting a community to-
gether. Without parks, how many people would walk their dogs or spend 
time outside? Without well maintained sidewalks, how would anyone 
stop by the businesses alongside the street.

These public spaces are living things that grow with the communities 
they serve. The UN-Habitat has done studies into correlation between 
well maintained streets and prosperity in a community and has found 
evidence that suggests public spaces are one of the major reasons a com-
munity will thrive. These public spaces are where neighborhoods come 
alive, and where a community forges its identity.

Sparks’ one-woman effort to keep Starke looking its best is more than 
just a beautification effort. It’s a public service of the highest caliber. 
Sparks completely deserves the title of the Volunteer of the Year- and not 
just because of the physical work she did, and her nonstop effort. In her 
own way, Sparks is creating a community. By inspiring others with her 
devotion to Starke, she reminds them that Starke is their city, and their 
pride. Next time you stop by the theatre or see Sparks’ impact on the 
streets of downtown, take a minute to appreciate the work that it takes to 
build a community and maintain its strength.

Priscilla Sparks Volunteer of the Year

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

Keystone (352) 473-7560 • Starke (904) 964-2208
 Melrose (352) 475-3113 • Crescent City (386) 698-0841

@lakeareapt www.lakeareapt.com

Keystone
Melrose  
Starke

Crescent City

Proud
To Serve

We We 
love love 
that that 

joint!joint!

Priscilla Sparks

John Ryan and
 Elizabeth Tillman



MURRAY FORD - 904-964-7200 • 13447 US HWY 301 S. STARKE, FL • WWW.MURRAYFORDSTARKE.COM

YOUR FORD, YOUR WAY
15 YEAR • 150,000 MILE WARRANTY

2021 F350 LIMITED

2021 FORD BRONCO BIG BEND2015 HYUNDAI ELANTRA SE

2021 FORD F-350SD XL

Don’t settle!

Custom order any of these vehicles 
and choose the available 
features that fit your life. 
If you’re looking for  
something else, we 
offer convenient, 
dealer-direct  
custom ordering.

Check out just a few of the great deals going on right now at Murray Ford  
Superstore in Starke.  Special financing is available for qualified Customers.

Please contact the Internet Department at 
www.murrayfordstarke.com

 to get started on your Custom Order Ford Today!

OUR SERVICE CENTER IS SUPERIOR!

open for your convenience:
Monday-Friday, 7am - 7pm

Saturday 7:30am -5pm
Walk-ins welcome or

Schedule an appointment online!

l
l

l
l
l

We also service motorhomes!

Call ahead to schedule 

motorhome repairs.

We Service All Makes and Models
Competitive prices on all maintenance services  
including tires, batteries, breaks and  
vehicle alignments
Earn and Redeem your FordPass Reward Points
Limited Loaner vehicles available upon Request
Courtesy Shuttle including to Keystone

$39.95 
Oil Change, Lube, Tire Rotation,  

Free Inspection (excludes diesels)

**** Bring this coupon for special offer

*Payments are based on 10% plus tax, tag, and fees down with approved credit.

$399
per month

$99,995
sale price

$74,990
$995 per month

$12,799 
$189 per month

$49,995
$599 per month
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By Don Coble 
don@claytodayonline.com 

 
STARKE – Former World Rallycross Champion Timmy Hansen 

closed out the inaugural Nitro Rallycross season with a victory at 
the Florida International Rally and Motorsports Park. 

Series founder Travis Pastrana left the multi-purpose track at the 
Keystone Heights Airport with the first Nitro RX championship. 

And with a sellout crowd on Sunday, Dec. 5, Northeast Florida 
made a lasting impression on the international organization. 

“This far exceeded our expectations,” said Nitro RX general 
manager Chip Pankow. “Keystone Heights were super hosts.” 

The three-day event was considered a risk by Pastrana because 
of its remote location, but his group put together enjoyable days 
of racing that included portions of pavement, soft sand turns and 
high-flying ramps. Race fans from across the country responded in 
an overwhelming manner and they were treated to a lot of thrills – 
and controversy – in the Supercar season finale. 

It took less than 100 yards after the start for Pastrana to change 
the complexion of the race – and his own championship hopes. 
He started third behind Subaru teammate and pole winner Scott 
Speed with Timmy Hansen on the outside pole. Speed was on the 
inside going into the first right-handed turn when Pastrana went left 
through the dirt after being bumped by Kevin Hansen, and pushed 
Speed out of the inside groove toward the wall. Hansen quickly 
steered his car right to avoid the melee and took the lead. 

“I couldn’t get on the brakes. I really messed him up,” Pastrana 
said. “I feel horrible.” 

Pastrana quickly went to Speed’s car after the race to explain his 
side. 

“We got smashed by Kevin [Hansen] coming in the first [turn], 
which I would have done the same. He hit me. Once you break 
loose on pavement … I really feel bad for Scott coming in there. He 
mentored me. He was the fastest at the race this year. I hate to have 
something like that to go down.” 

Pastrana didn’t want to accept the championship trophy until 
the race stewards made the results official. Speed didn’t wait for any 
rulings, though, telling Pastrana to “Take the trophy. It’s yours.” 

Kevin Hansen wound up 1.187 seconds behind for the run-
ner-up spot in the race, while Speed was third and Pastrana was 
fourth. 

Pastrana and Speed each finished with 219 points toward the 
championship, but Pastrana won the tiebreaker with two wins this 
season. Speed had one victory. 

“I know there will be some interesting things after this,” Pastrana 
said. 

Timmy Hansen finished third in the championship with 2018 
points. 

“We were coming into this championship fight in third place,” 
Hansen said. “And we had to do was win – even better with a first, 
second place [with Kevin] and see how it all played out. It was the 

Timmy Hansen, Travis Pastrana and The FIRM
come away from Nitro RX finale as big winners 

 World’s best drivers compete in front of sellout crowd 
 

perfect weekend here. My car has been absolutely on point. We 
came through one and two. It’s a fantastic way to end the season.” 

Former NASCAR champion Chase Elliott made his first rally-
cross start, driving his way into the eight-car main event during one 
of the heat races. Despite finishing eighth and having no experience 
in off-road racing – particularly making 100-foot jumps on a two-
story-tall ramp – he said he hopes to compete in future races. 

“This is a different vibe. It’s fun for me,” Elliott said. “At the same 
time, I’ve enjoyed working with all of these guys. I would love to do 
more of this and get a little bit more up to speed on it. I feel like I 
came a long way in my couple days here, but I certainly have a long 
way to go. 

Two other classes also competed on the 1.6-mile raceway. 
Another Swede, Mikafla Ahlin-Kottulinsk, won the side-by-side 

class by beating Kory Willis. 
Former Indy Car and IMSA series driver Sage Karam won the 

Nitro RX Next division race, but Casper Jansson’s second-place fin-
ish easily propelled him to the support class’s championship. 

Nitro RX safety officials cut off ticket sales Saturday afternoon 
after it determined the track had reached maximum capacity. Many 
portions of the track weren’t accessible because it borders thick 
woods on one side and the airport on the other. Nonetheless, sev-

eral thousand fans packed the parking lot, general admission and 
VIP areas with fans watching eight-deep in the standing-room-only 
areas. 

“I tell you: I love The FIRM,” Pastrana said. “You guys have been 
awesome, everyone down here in Florida.” 
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The City of Hampton, Florida, located about six miles south of Starke 
was incorporated in 1893 and has gone through phases of boom and 
busy throughout its history. Hampton was known as Crossroads primary 
because the Atlantic-to-Gulf railroad was built through the area in 1859 
and the settlement grew up around it. Good farmland prompted further 
settlement and several small stores were established. A second railroad, 
the Georgia-Southern and Florida Rail Line, passed through town a little 
later and prompted a boom. Crossroads was renamed Hampton when 
the first post office was established in 1882. The town of Hampton, 
Florida was named after a 10-year-old boy, Hampton Terry, whose father 
owned a farm near the railroad tracks.

The town of Hampton, Florida was incorporated in 1893, but it 
also allowed its charter to lapse and had to be reincorporated in 1911 
and 1925. The Big Freeze adversely affected Hampton’s economy-as 
it did any town which relied on oranges and other agricultural crops 
and caused an end to the boom. Rapid use of timber in the area led to 
an exhaustion of the crop and a decline of the timber industry around 
Hampton. With the timber and oranges declining, farmers turned to cot-
ton and strawberries. The town once had two cotton gins in operation. 
Hampton struggled to survive but as cars replaced trains as the main 
mode of travel, Hampton declined. Road 13 (now US 301) was re-rout-
ed and bypassed Hampton. The road had a curve called the Hampton 

Curve, which was considered dangerous and the State Road Department 
re-routed Road 13 in the 1930’s to straighten the curve.  

Hampton appeared to be dying, but when Camp Blanding’s boom hit 
the area, the small town near Starke also benefited. Troops were carried 
to the camp on the train and their families rented rooms and homes in 
the town. When Blanding’s boom ended, however, Hampton subsided 
back into the sleepy little hamlet it is today.

If you need to get in touch with us you may reach us at City Hall or 
email and coh1@outlook.com.

For public records requests please contact:
Mary Lou Hildreth, MMC, RMLO
ADA Coordinator/City Administrator/City Clerk
Public Records Custodian
City of Hampton • P. O. Drawer 250, Hampton, FL  32044
Office:  352-468-1201 • Fax:  352-468-1350
Cell:  352-235-0519
coh1@outlook.com• www.hamptonfl.com

Council Chairman
William “Bill” Goodge

Council Vice Chair 
Douglas Williamson

Council Member
Frank Bryant

Council Member
Lillian Sams

  GUIDE TO HISTORIC STARKE
Eagle Scout Service Project of Douglas Wayne Snyder II

 Boy Scout Troop 70, Starke, Florida
Project Sponsored by the Bradford County Historical Board of Trustees

1 The Old Bradford County 
Courthouse as built in 1902 
and served Bradford County as 
the seat of government for 66 
years. The Courthouse was ren-
ovated and is presently used as 
Santa Te Community College 
Andres Center. The site is 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, and is an 
excellent example of Southern 
Gothic Revival style.

2 The Rosenberg Building, 
located at 201-203 E. Call 
Street was built between 1895 
and 1901. It has been used 
for many purposes, including 
lodging military for a short 
period. Bought by Charles 
Rosenberg in 1941, it has just 
finished renovation for use as 
a Fine Arts Center by the Santa 
Fe Andrews Center.

3 The Railroad has played a 
very large role in the history 
of Starke. Starke developed 
around the crossing of several 
early roads and the railroad, 
and it joined Starke to the rest 
of the country in the early 
years of growth.

4 Mitchell’s Reccall Drug 
Store, located at 127 E. Call 
Street was built about 1897. 
The first floor has housed sev-

eral stores and the Starke post 
office until 1941. Offices were 
located on the second floor.

5 The Von Klein Home, now the 
Magnolia Hotel, is located at 
137 N. Walnut Street. The home 
was built before 1884. The 
original owner was Dr. Lochr 
Von Klein, an early Mayor of 
Starke. The home was turned in 
to a hotel in the late 1920’s by 
Arthur and Gertrude Williams.

6 Vaughn Johnson Cabinet Center 
is located at 140 S. Thompson 
Street and consists of three 
buildings built in the 1920-1930 
period. The first building was used 
as a garage for the Ford Motor 
Company. The second building was 
built for a Coca-Cola distributor. 
The third building was added to 
the first building as part of the auto 
sale and service shop.

7 The building that. Now includes 
Starke Shoe Repair, City Barber 
Shop and This n’ That was built 
in 1901-1912. This site was first 
owned by George Cole in 1859. Call 
Street is named after his friend, 
Florida’s Lt. Governor Call. This 
building is a remnant of the earliest 
Starke business district.

8 The site at 108 E. Call Street was 
built in 1895. The most distinctive 
feature is the traditional storefront 
facade, which typifies early 20th 
century architecture.

9 The palatial Sidney J. Sternburg 
Home, built by a wealthy oil and 
coal family from Pennsylvania, has 
stood on the corner of North Cherry 
and Washington Streets since 1889.

10 The Charles Hardy home at 
327 N. Walnut Street was originally 
build as the home of Edward P. 
Duncan, an officer of the Bradford 
County Bank, around 1900. The 
longest period of ownership was 
by the Eugene S. Matthews family, 
who purchased the home in 19227 
and owned it until 1960.

11 The Archibald Johns Home on 
Nana Street was built before the 
year 1900. It was the home of the 
only Starke resident to become 
Governor of Florida, Charlie Johns.

12 The Color T. Peek Home was 
built in the early part of this cen-
tury. Mr. Peek was one of the first 
teachers in the Starke Institute, the 
first school in Starke. Mr. Peek went 
on to become one of the Mayors 
of Starke. The home has been 
renovated by the current owner 
and was moved from Madison 
and Court Streets to the present 
location.

13 The Lex Green Home is located 
at 323 N. Walnut Street and is 
now owned by Edwin Jeffcoat. The 
home is an excellent example of 
Southern Classical Revival archi-
tecture prevalent in the second 
and third decades of this century. 
The home was originally occu-
pied by the Green family. Mr. Lex 
Green represented the Starke and 
Bradford area in the U.S. Congress 
for more than 20 years.

14 The Judge Elzia Sanders Home 
at 344 N. Walnut Street was origi-
nally built by Lawrence Wall, who 
served in the Florida Legislature 
in the early years of this century. 
Later bought by Col. D. E. Knight, 
a Starke lawyer, it was extensively 
remodeled.

15  The Bradford County Bank, 100 
E. Call Street opened on July 4, 1914. 
Now owned by C. R. Smith, Jr., the 
Bank has been restored to tits Bold 
Classical Revival style, with a lofty 
interior making a strong architectur-
al statement about the community’s 
hopes and dreams in the early boom 
period of the construction. The Bank 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

This map is dedicated to  
Mr. Eugene Matthews Who 

made it all possible.

Mayor
Dale Wiseman

Council Member
Dorothy Shealey

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the surround-
ing areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous customer service and 
our quick prescription turn-around time has enabled us to grow and reach 
out to the North Florida region with eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained Dr. Com-
fort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE DELIVER
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Major Product Categories:

• Mulch in bulk and bags
• Driveway materials 
• Ornamental plants and trees
• Hanging flower baskets
• Decorative landscape rock
• Pavers and hardscape products
• Animal feed and health products
• Hay and Hayhuts
• Hats
• Live Bait
•  Fishing Tackle & hunting supplies
• Knives and coolers
• Marine Gas/ Offroad diesel
• Lawnmower blades and supplies

•  And much much more!!!!

Check Out Our Extensive Hat Selections
Starke Landscape & Outdoors Hats • Florida Heritage • 365 Fishing • Pepperfish • Elixson Hats & More

& OUT- 1469 S. Walnut St.
Starke, FL 32091

www.starkelandscape.com

STORE HOURS
7:00 am to 5:30 pm 

Monday -Friday
7:00 am to 3:00 pm Saturday

Closed Sundays

Fishing & Bait Feed

WORMS CRICKETS

For All Your Landscape & Outdoor NeedsFor All Your Landscape & Outdoor Needs

Cargill
Central States

Hillandale
Mid South

Seminole Feed
Showtime

VictorSHINERS MINNOWS

Major Product Categories:

• Mulch in bulk and bags
• Driveway materials 
• Ornamental plants and trees
• Hanging flower baskets
• Decorative landscape rock
• Pavers and hardscape products
• Animal feed and health products
• Hay and Hayhuts
• Hats
• Live Bait
•  Fishing Tackle & hunting supplies
• Knives and coolers
• Marine Gas/ Offroad diesel
• Lawnmower blades and supplies

•  And much much more!!!!

Check Out Our Extensive Hat Selections
Starke Landscape & Outdoors Hats • Florida Heritage • 365 Fishing • Pepperfish • Elixson Hats & More

& OUTDOORS 1469 S. Walnut St.
Starke, FL 32091

www.starkelandscape.com

STORE HOURS
7:00 am to 5:30 pm 

Monday -Friday
7:00 am to 3:00 pm Saturday

Closed Sundays Battieries, Electric
and Supplies

Fishing & Bait Feed

WORMS CRICKETS

For All Your Landscape & Outdoor NeedsFor All Your Landscape & Outdoor Needs

Cargill
Central States

Hillandale
Mid South

Seminole Feed
Showtime

VictorSHINERS MINNOWS
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Breakfast « Lunch « Dinner
208 West FL 100

Keystone Heights
(352) 473-3331

18536 US 301
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-5264

18710 US 301
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-4250

A Tradition in Family Dining

Smith Brothers Body Shop

CEREMONIAL

OPEN EVERY DAY

Bradford  County                   AUnique Community

Starke Dance Academy
42 W Call St.

Starke, FL 32091
(904) 796-3833

7154 SE Country Rd. 216
Keystone Heights, FL

(352) 645-4330

11211 North County Rd. 225
Gainesville, FL
(352) 371-4212

Shop Local!                      You’re Welcome Here!
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OF STARKEHANDI-HOUSE
“ P R O U D L Y   S E R V I N G   Y O U   F O R   4 3   G R E AT  Y E A R S ! ”

3 STALL CARPORT

CARPORT & GABLE

RED BARN

WOOD STYLE

UTILITY GARAGE

UTILITY WITH PORCH

ROUNDED STYLE CARPORT

ENCLOSED GARAGE

REPOS
AVAILABLE

Located in Starke, Florida
15195 US Hwy 301

Call Dena - 904-964-3330

HORSE BARN SIDE DOOR PORTABLE CEDAR PORTABLERED BARN

RV CARPORT LOFT BARN WOOD WITH END BARN DOORSUTILITY CARPORT

TAX TIME SAVINGS

$9900 NODOWN 
DELIVERS

FREE
DELIVERY

CREDIT
CHECK

RENT
TO OWN

WE PULL PERMITS • FLORIDA CERTIFIED

150 MPH WINDLOADS 
WARRANTY PACKAGES • CONCRETE PACKAGES • HIGH QUALITY STEEL

COME SEE 
DENA...

the DEAL 
MAKER

KEEPING THE 
WHEELS ROLLING

When the train signal starts clang-
ing in the downtown area, traffic 
literally comes to a complete stop. 
And for most of the town, a pass-
ing train means being cut off from 
the Emergency Room. The Florida 
Department of Transportation 
decided to remedy the problem with 
an overpass on State Road 100 
that will allow the wheels to keep 
rolling – for the train and local 
traffic. Currently, the City of Starke 
is divided by the CSX railroad that 
runs parallel to U.S. Highway 
301. The FDOT said with 29 trains 
traveling through the city each day, 
emergency vehicles and other traf-
fic experience frequent delays, and 
train traffic is expected to increase 
in the future. The overpass will ease 
congestion and improve emergency 
response times and allow traffic 
to flow more freely. The Starke 
Railroad Overpass will cost $23.6 
million and is projected to be com-
pleted in late 2022.

MIRACLE AUTOMOTIVE AND
TRUCK SERVICE CENTER

WE DO IT ALL • MAJOR & MINOR REPAIRS

QUALITY TECHNICIANS TRAINED ON ALL VEHICLES • GAS & DEISEL
MASTER A/C REPAIR • VEHICLE DIAGNOSTIC TESTING

TIRES • ALIGNMENT

(904) 368-1114
620 N Thompson St, Starke, FL 32091

License MV53198

SERVING ALL OF NORTH FLORIDA

HEAVY DUTY TOWING

SCENE RESTORATION • HEAVY RECOVERY
LOAD SHIFTS • LOAD SWAPS
AIR CUSHION RECOVERY

COMPLETE INCIDENT MANAGEMENT
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Bryan’s 
– STARKE, FLORIDA –

“The Helpful Hardware Store”“The Helpful Hardware Store”

Experts in Paint, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Grills, Hardware, Pools, 
Lawn & Garden and Animal Feed

1101 S. Walnut St. | 904.964.4642 | www.bryansace.com | online dedicated services: www.acehardware.com

251 East Walker Dr. | 352-473-4006
www.bryansace.com |     Byransace1

352-473-0352 or 800-255-6959
www.sweetpsflorist.com We Deliver Smiles

Large selection of knives

Bryan’s 

155 South Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights

352-473-8684 

251 East Walker Dr. | 352-473-4006
www.bryansace.com |     Byransace1

251 East Walker Dr. | 352-473-4006
www.bryansace.com |     Byransace1

352-473-0352 or 800-255-6959
www.sweetpsflorist.com We Deliver Smiles

Large selection of knives

Bryan’s 

155 South Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights

352-473-8684 

Large selection of knives

Bryan’s 

Hundreds of new items like: Salt Life shirts, Hey Dude shoes, simple southern,  
clocks, puzzles, wall art, Yankee candles, cards, flags, corinthing bells & more!

NEW
UNIQUE GIFT & HOME DECOR SECTION

It began in Orion Illinois and the 
Quad Cities Speedway, which open in 
1958 and was the first track to host a 
NASCAR Grand National Series Race. 
This was the original heart throb of 
Harold Smith. Smith owned a gas 
station in Orien and grew to love the 
race and became a big fan. His passion 
soon lead him to start regular trips 
to Daytona Beach for the annual race 
week festivities. Somewhere around 
1970 he packed the family and made 
the move to Daytona. Only back then 
with no GPS and poorly done maps, 
they landed in Starke after 1089 miles 
and about 90 miles short of Daytona. 
They bought some land and opened 
up a body shop. Sons Tom Smith and 
Jerry Smith joined in the racing scene 
as youth and as the story goes helped 
their father with auto repair and in a 
relentless search of collecting racing 
and collectable items, cars, oil cans, 
signs and you name its from long 
ago. They might be called the original 
American Pickers! Now, grandson 
to Harold, Shannon operates Smith 
Brothers Body Shop in Starke and the 
property also houses the 3,000 sq. ft. 
Museum packed full of over 10,000 
incredibly cool and original racing 
items. The collection includes a 1938 
Harley Davidson Knucklehead, several 
cars, thousands of items including 
the blood donor cards from Halifax 
Medical Center in Daytona Beach 
where Harold donated his blood type 
to Lee Petty (father to Richard Petty 
and grandfather to Kyle Petty) after a 
1961 crash in Daytona. Tom Smith said, 
“dad carried that card until the day he 
died”. Tom and Jerry Smith opened the 
Museum so the world could see all the 
wonderful Auto memorabilia and Race 
History their family has amassed over 
seven decades. Visit us at 18536 US 
301 in Starke. 

Starke Racing Museum..Starke Racing Museum..  a true Gem and Legacy of Harold Smith.
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A story of two hearts, their love 
for each other and their love of God, 
country, family, and community.  That 
would be Harry (Skip) and Marianna 
(Ban) Cooney. 

A match made in heaven.   
Married for 70 years, before the 
passing of our beloved mother on 
02/4/2018.  They were dairy farmers in Maryland and 
they worked tireless hours milking cows and growing crops. 

They had three children, Daniel, Michael, and Rebecca. Daniel 
became a Marine (Vietnam) and a successful truck driver. Michael 
became a successful business man and has traveled the world. Rebecca 
has traveled and trained many great race horses.  They also have four 
grandsons and two great grandsons to carry on the Cooney name. 

Skip and Ban were so proud of their children’s accomplishments 
and took great pride in showing them the difference between right from 
wrong. 

The Cooney’s moved to Starke, Florida in 1970. They only knew 
one person that lived there.  Skip always said his family would never be 
without a home, so he bought a mobile home and set it up in his friend’s 
back yard. 

Skip and his son Daniel got a job driving trucks over the road, while 
Ban stayed home to raise Michael and Rebecca. It was a challenge at 
first to come to a community not knowing a lot of people but it wasn’t 
long before they fit in and became a big part of the community. 

Through the years they became a part of many activities in Bradford 
County. Skip always said he never met a stranger. He always greeted 
then with a handshake and said “Hello Neighbor”.  He always left a 
lasting impression and a positive thought. 

Skip and Ban are both at the Jacksonville National Cemetery where 
they are laid to rest together. We have peace knowing they are in  
Heaven together. 

A strong loving bond that was NEVER broken.  As a Marine the 
saying, “Semper Fi” (always faithful), held true to Skip’s heart. 

If you have ever been to the Cooney’s property or home it is very 
easy to see how much they loved their God and Country. There are 
American flags flying and the 3 crosses in the corner of the property.   
Every morning they said the Pledge of Allegiance and Morning Prayer. 

They are so missed but never forgotten.   
“In God We Trust” and “One Nation Under God”. 

“ We Are Cooney Strong” 
     by Rebecca Cooney

THE FLAG
What is it that we see; the stars and stripes, the red, white, 

and blue. The stripes stand for the thirteen colonies which 
established the United States of America. 

The color blue identifies the clear skies. When anyone looks 
into the cloudless sky it avails the unbelievable opportunities 
the universe holds allowing the imagination to be unleashed 
and the understanding of our blessed freedom. 

White is the color that has been chosen worldwide by 
armies with the understanding that no fire will be received 
during peacetime negotiations while flying a white flag. White 
identifies being pure and untouched. 

The red in our flag was chosen to represent all of mankind. 
Every human being in the world has red blood. 

Why were the stars chosen to represent our states? There is 
no limit to the stars in heaven known to man; therefore, there 
is no limit to the number of citizens to reside within each state 
in America. America is the home of stars. 

Our flag has been designed to represent all mankind. 
All of the above has been set within the dimensions of every 
American flag, regardless of size, large or small. 

The American flag stands for the FREEDOM for all 
mankind not just a select few in the United States but freedom 
for all of mankind throughout the universe. 

I, Harry Cooney, first wrote this, my understanding of the 
freedom of our flag in 1983. 

         God and Old Glory          God and Old Glory 
By Craig Nelson

A long and full life, how would you tell his story? 
Start and end with a love for family, God and Old Glory. 

Harry E. Cooney was born in Gambler, Maryland July 30th of 1927. 
William and Ruth Cooney had nine kids in all, the family total of eleven. 

They lived through the Great Depression, did their part to survive. 
All six Cooney boys went to war, all came back alive. 

Harry was on a ship poised for a landing on the Japanese shore. 
There was no prouder member of the United States Marine Corp. 

Thank God and Harry Truman, World War II came to an end.
In the fight for freedom, that end spared the loss of many more. 

Harry had a love for horses and now he was home again. 
There are many fond memories of riding the racehorse, called Nimble Pin. 

Soon he had a riding stable, there was always lots to do. 
That’s where he met Marianna Cook, she had four sisters too. 

Young Harry, never one to waste anything, especially an opportunity. 
When there might be a chance, to get some help for free. 

Marianna was livid about that plan, almost the biggest mistake of his life. 
He nearly missed out on finding his future wife. 

Somehow, they worked it out. Harry must have promised her the moon plus heaven. 
They were married December 23rd of 1947. 
Pray, trust god and work, was their plan. 

It was raising crops and cows and kids, for Skip and Ban. 
Their first born was Daniel, then Michael, finally Rebecca, the girl they’d talked about. 

They only had the three, but they sure did spread them out!
In 1971 they left Maryland for way down Florida way,
Starke in Bradford County was where they would stay. 

He drove a truck for Ag Carries then they started Old Glory Feed. 
When it came to work, Mr. Cooney took the lead. 

Never one to be wasteful, he was thrifty without fail. 
Repurposed many a board and straightened every nail. 

Kept the feed store running and made deliveries too. 
Every bag was in its place before the day was through. 

Around age 70 he told Becky “I’m slowing up some honey” 
“I used to unload 40 bags in 12 minutes, now it takes me 20.”

That he was tough, understatement, jumped right up from every fall, 
And said there’s nothing that can’t be healed, with Vicks and rubbing alcohol. 

Saturday evening was date night for Skip and Ban, they’d go out to eat. 
 For dessert he loved ice cream, that was his favorite treat. 

In December of 2017 the Cooney’s celebrated their marriage of 70 years. 
Marianna passed that next February, shed were many tears. 

Despite his great loss, Mr. Cooney kept going every day. 
Like that energized rabbit, God made him that way. 

Harry loved the Lord; he was a God-fearing man. 
He was raised a Methodist, that’s why he always had a plan. 

There are 81 churches in Bradford County, Mr. Cooney visited them all, 
As long as they were done at noon, he heard every alter call. 

Mr. Cooney had a favorite cap he wore, no matter what he was going to do. 
He lived by the words on it, surely believed them to be true. 

Now that Christmas donkey and those mules will no longer hear his call. 
Now he resides in Glory, his Jesus Paid It All!

Harry (Skip) Cooney  7/30/27-7/24/21 ❤I have two Angels in Heaven, I call them Mom & Dad ❤
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As a graduate of the Bradford County School system it’s truly been a joy to live and raise a family in 
this community. We are truly moving forward and working to equip our students to excel into the 21st 
century!

As Superintendent I can tell you that this community has a tremendous team working together to 
make Bradford the best school system available to our children. We work to meet the needs of each and 
every individual students at every grade level no matter what challenge we might face. Our goal is always 
to put our kids first. From early education to graduating seniors, families across our County have come to 
trust our hardworking team with dedicated, quality educated teachers and employees who are excited 
every day to put their experience and expertise to work making a difference in Bradford County Schools.

Together with our wonderful Education Foundation we have accomplished so much. These volun-
teers roll up their sleeves every day to find state funding and local grants like the ATT Grant for Lawtey 
Elementary and the Clay Electric Grant for SSE, SES and BMS for Math and STEM Programs. Great appre-
ciation to the State of Florida for the special facilities construction funding that made possible paying off 
Bradford’s new K-6 school project!

A big shout out to our school board members. Bradford County is divided into five districts with 
one school member residing in each district. The duties of the Board include working with volunteers, 
teachers and families in the community as well as adopting the annual budget, establishing district board 

policies, approving expenditures, textbooks, and course study. 
They are the incredibly important to the district. They include 
Sheila Cummings, Vice Chair District 1, Gayle Nicula, District 2, 
Cheryl Canova, District 3, Candace Osteen, District 4 and Erica 
Reddish, Chair, District 5. 

Bradford County is a wonderful family-oriented commu-
nity. We are so fortunate for the engagement from our parents, 
businesses and overall community to make our home special!

Will HartleyBradford County Schools Superintendent

Equipping Students to Excel in the 21st Century

Bradford County Schools
               Believing

                   Achieving
                          Excelling

BRADFORD COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT • 501 WEST WASHINGTON ST.
STARKE, FLORIDA • (904) 966-6860

DURRANCE PUMP
& WELL DRILLING

 • Water Treatment Service
 • Contract Work
 • Business & Residence

Expert Service 24/7
Call Us With Questions

FREE ESTIMATES

864 N Temple Ave. • Starke •  (904) 964-7061

Camp Blanding Museum
As of the census of 1860, first head count made after the birth of Starke, showed 138 inhabitants of the 

tiny settlement, more than half of whom came here from Georgia and South Carolina.
 In 1940, Camp Blanding was leased to the United States Army as an active-duty training center. The 

post was originally used by New England and Southern troops preparing for deployment overseas. How-
ever, during the course of the war, Camp Blanding served as an infantry-replacement training center, an 
induction center, a German prisoner-of-war compound, and a holding center for 343 Japanese, German, 
and Italian immigrant residents of the United States. At the height of the war, the Army leased acreage 
from local landowners, raising the total to 170,000 acres. From 1940 to 1945, more than 800,000 soldiers 
received all or part of their training here.

Starke, while very small became a boom town with an abundance of people and cash, yet no hotels 
or rooms for rent, they quickly began to build and offer rooms for rent to the quickly expanding due to the 
military growth at Camp Blanding

 Today, the history of Camp Blanding can be seen at the ever popular Museum, which was established 
in 1990 and currently features displays focused on Camp Blanding’s History and involvement during WWII.

On display you will find uniforms, weapons, equipment items, vehicles, and aircrafts dating back to 
the 1940’s. Our plans are to expand the museum to include displays for the Korean War, Vietnam War, 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm, and the Global War on Terror (Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom). 

Inside the museum, you will also find a gift shop specialized in selling history books, pins, patches, 
badges, and other miscellaneous historical military items.  The museum also has a Memorial Park dedicat-
ed to preserving large military artifacts of military history covering World War II, Vietnam, and Operation 
Desert Storm. You will also find numerous monuments to the men and units who trained and or were 
stationed at Camp Blanding over time.
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ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
Reddish & White, CPAs
(904) 964-7555
http://www.reddishandwhite.com 

ADVERTISING, PRINTING, SIGNS
Showcase Advertising
(904) 964-7446
http://www.goshowcase.com

AIRPORT
Keystone Airport
(352) 473-0031
http://www.keystoneairport.com 

ANTIQUES
The Shoppes at Thompson Street
(352) 445-0709

APPLIANCE SERVICE
Winkler Electric, Inc.
(904) 964-7596

ATTORNEYS
Julie Waldman
(352) 538-1514
http://www.juliewaldman.com 

Law Offices of Ron Sholes
904-964-4055

Paul Sanders, P.A., Attorney At Law
904-964-2323
http://www.paulsanderslaw.com 

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Duval Chevrolet
904-964-7500
http://duvalchevy.com 

Murray Automotive Group
(904) 964-7200
http://www.shazamauto.com

BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Capital City Bank -Starke
(904) 964-7050
http://www.ccbg.com

Capital City Bank - Keystone Heights
(352) 473-4952

Community State Bank
(904) 964-7830
http://www.communitystatebank- fl.com

Community State Bank of Lake Butler
(386) 496-3333

BAR, PUB, SALOON
Red Dog Saloon
914-262-6604

BED & BREAKFAST
Hampton Lake Bed & Breakfast
(352) 468-2703
http://www.hamptonlakebb.com

Bridal & Tuxedo
It’s Your Day Bridal & Formal Boutique LLC
(904) 964-3100
http://www.itsyourdaybridalonline.com 

BUILDING MATERIALS
Jackson Building Supply of Lake Butler
(386) 496-3079

Jackson Building Supply of Starke 
(904) 964-6078
http://www.jacksonbuildingsupply.com 

CARPET AND RUG DEALERS / CLEANING
Suburban Carpet Cleaners
(904) 964-1800
http://www.suburbancarpetcleaners.com

CELL PHONE/ MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS
Cricket Wireless
(904) 368-0080

Wireless Advantage/Verizon Premium Retailer
(904) 368-0667
http://www.waciwireless.com

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
North Florida Regional Chamber of Commerce
(904) 964-5278
 http://www.northfloridachamber.com 

CHIROPRACTORS
The Chiropractic & Injury Clinic of Starke 
904.964-8018
http://southsidechiropracticcarinjuryclinic.com 

CHURCHES
Good Shepherd Lutheran
(904) 964-8855

Madison Street Baptist Church
904-964-7557
http://www.madisonstreet.org 

CIVIC GROUPS AND CLUBS
Bradford County Fair Association, Inc.
(904) 964-5252
https://bradfordcountyfair.com 

Concerned Citizens of Bradford County
(904) 964-2298
http://www.ccbc- inc.wixsitecom/mysite-1

Kiwanis Club of Starke
(904) 966-3022
http://www.starkekiwanis.org

Rotary Club of Lake Butler #4372
(386) 496-2744

Rotary Club of Starke
(352) 468-2703

Woman’s Club of Starke
(904) 966-3022
http://www.womansclubofstarke.com 

CLINICS & MEDICAL GROUPS
ACORN Clinic
(352) 485-1133
http://www.acornclinic.org 

Village Doctors
(904) 964-5455
http://www.villagedoctorsfla.com

COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY
Santa Fe College - Andrews Center
(904) 964-5382
http://www.sfcollege.edu

Communications / Telecommunication
Windstream Communications, Inc 
(386) 364-2400
http://www.windstream.net

COMPUTER SERVICES
Digital Solutions of Starke, Inc.
(904) 964-6947
http://www.digitalsolutionsstarke.com

CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES -
BUILDERS, GENERAL CONTRACT, SITEWORK
Stevenson Construction Company
(904) 964-5086
http://www.stevensonhomebuilders.com 

CONSTRUCTION, METAL BUILDINGS
Union Lasteel Metal Building, Inc.
(386) 496-0681
http://www.unionlasteel.com

CONVENIENCE AND GAS STATIONS
Lawtey Shell / Carl’s Ice Cream
(904) 782-3580

CREDIT UNIONS
Florida Credit Union
(904) 964-1427
http://www.flcu.org 

Nor th Florida Regional Chamber of Commerce DirectoryKEYSTONE HEIGHTS PROVIDING UNIQUE EXPERIENCES
Clay County’s only airport, Keystone Heights Airport, serves as 
a take-off and landing site for private aircraft, corporate jets  and 
a variety of air services.  Keystone Heights Airport also provides 
FBO service in the newly constructed FBO building.  In addition 
to being a transportation hub for the county, the Keystone Heights 
Airport is also home to two unique attractions. 

Take in our rich military history by visiting both military museums: 
Military Museum of Northeast Florida located in Green Cove 
Springs and Camp Blanding Museum. You’ll see memorabilia and 
hear tremendous military and space aviation stories that are part of 
our destination’s pride.

After strolling through history, see how fast you can go on the Rally 
Race Car Course, FIRM, located at the Keystone Heights Airport. 
Whether you want to take defensive driving classes, drive or train 
to race rally cars, or you want to bring your own vehicle for open 
course day, it’s about racing for your bragging rights.

Just down the road from the Keystone Heights Airport, another 
adventure awaits.  Single Vision is a wildlife education facility.  
While there you can see and learn more about lions, tigers, leopards, 
panthers, bobcats, bears and other species of exotic animals. 

It’s All Natural

What do the gopher tortoise, Sherman’s fox squirrel, Florida black 
bear, American alligator and eastern indigo snake have in common? 
They are all threatened species or species of special concern that are 
located at Belmore State Forest, just northeast of Keystone Heights. 
Hiking and biking trails, permitted hunting and much more can be 
enjoyed there from sunrise to sunset.

If you’re looking for more outdoor adventure, Goldhead State Park 
offers a rare hike down to a ravine, primitive or RV camping or 
cabins. Hiking and cycling trails, canoe and kayak launches and a 
wide variety of picnic areas and private event space make it easy to 
enjoy this state park.

Looking for some family fun? Keystone Heights offers many park 
adventures. Paradise Bark at Sunrise Park is the only official dog 
park in the county. Keystone Beach brings out the kid in you with 
a fun family picnic area and an expansive playground encompassed 

by a great oak canopy. The Historic Keystone Beach Pavilion has 
been renovated to include an HVAC system to serve as an indoor/
outdoor entertainment venue. Additional renovations have included 
a seamless wifi zone in the parks surrounding city hall as well 
powered picnic tables to charge your laptops/smart devices so that 
you may work from our amazing park. The family can enjoy a dive 
into Lake Geneva from the recently added swim platform donated 
by L.R.D.C. as well as renting a paddle board to explore this breath-
taking lake. Future renovations are to come in the early months 
of 2022.  They will include restroom renovations and upgrades, 
replacing the stage overlooking the Lake Geneva, updating our 
covered picnic area and the addition of a restroom to the Historic 
Beach Pavilion.

The Keystone Heights Trailhead along the Palatka-Lake Butler 
State Trail, a nearly 47-mile, multi-use recreational trail from 
Palatka to Lake Butler, is closer to completion.  The trail runs 
along the Norfolk-Southern Railroad spanning 4 northeast Florida 
counties. While this trail still has 24-miles in various stages of 
development, the 19-mile span that runs through Keystone Heights 
is paved and inviting you to explore. Riders/walkers are encouraged 
to park at the Keystone Heights trailhead where tools are provided 
for general maintenance for your bike.  You can also grab a quick 
drink of water, fill your water bottle and rest for a moment under 
our shade trees.  Don’t forget to check out our story walk along the 
trail for a new family friendly story every quarter.

Keystone Heights, with its unique experiences and natural beauty 
matched with the friendly faces you’ll see most everywhere you go, 
is a place you’ll want to visit again and again.

http://www.reddishandwhite.com/
http://www.goshowcase.com/
http://www.keystoneairport.com/
http://www.juliewaldman.com/
http://www.paulsanderslaw.com/
http://duvalchevy.com/
http://www.shazamauto.com/
http://www.ccbg.com/
http://www.hamptonlakebb.com/
http://www.itsyourdaybridalonline.com/
http://www.jacksonbuildingsupply.com/
http://www.suburbancarpetcleaners.com/
http://www.waciwireless.com/
http://www.northfloridachamber.com/
http://southsidechiropracticcarinjuryclinic.com/
http://www.madisonstreet.org/
http://www.starkekiwanis.org/
http://www.womansclubofstarke.com/
http://www.acornclinic.org/
http://www.villagedoctorsfla.com/
http://www.sfcollege.edu/
http://www.windstream.net/
http://www.digitalsolutionsstarke.com/
http://www.stevensonhomebuilders.com/
http://www.unionlasteel.com/
http://www.flcu.org/
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VyStar Credit Union
(904) 368-9955
http://www.vystarcu.org

DANCE STUDIO
Starke Dance Academy
904-796-3833
www.starkedanceacademy.com

DENTISTS, DENTAL LABS, DENTAL CARE
Starling Family Dentistry, PA
(352) 473-9090

DEPARTMENT STORES
Wal-Mart Store # 1283
(904) 964-3286

DOCTOR
Ibrahim Heart Clinic
904-368-1239
http://www.IbrahimHeart.com 

DRUG STORE / PHARMACY
Walgreens #9231
(904) 964-2389
http://www.walgreens.com

EDUCATION - EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Episcopal Children’s Services
(904) 964-8280
http://www.ecs4kids.org

EDUCATION / EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES / OFFICIALS
Bradford County School Board
(904) 966-6025
http://www.bradfordcountyschools.org 

C.I.S. (Communities in Schools)
(904) 964-5278
http://www.cisbradford.org 

North Florida Technical College
 (904) 966-6764
http://www.bradfordschools.org/nftc 

EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES
CareerSource Florida Crown
(386) 755-9026
http://www.careersourcefloridacrown.com 

CareerSource NC FL OneStop Career Ctr
904-964-8092
http://www.employflorida.com 

CareerSource North Central Florida
352-955-2245
http://www.careersourcencfl.com 

EQUIPMENT SALES AND/OR REPAIRS
Lazenby Equipment Inc.
(904) 964-4238
http://www.lazenbyequipment.com

EVENT VENUES
Belle Oaks Barn, LLC 
(904) 263-9642
http://belleoaksbarn.com 

FITNESS CENTER, AROBICS, SPIN CLASSES, 
FREE WEIGHTS, TREAD MILLS
Anytime Fitness
(904) 964-3488
http://www.anytimefitness.com 

FUNERAL HOMES
Archer Funeral Home 
386-496-2008
http://archerfuneralhome.com 

Ferreira Funeral Home
(904) 964-5757
http://www.archietannerfuneralservices.com

Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home
(352) 473-3176
http://www.jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home
(904) 964-6200
http://www.jonesgallagherfh.com

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
Badcock Home Furnishing Center 
(386) 496-3334
http://www.badcock.com

Badcock Home Furnishing Center
(904) 964-5289
https://www.badcock.com/starke- fl

Farmer’s Furniture
(904) 964-9616
http://www.farmershomefurniture.com 

GOLF COURSE
Starke Golf & Country Club
904-964-5441
http://starkegolfcourse.com

GOVERNMENT
Bradford County Board of Commissioners
(904) 966-6327
http://www.bradfordcountyfl.gov

Bradford County Clerk of the Court
(904) 966-6281
http://www.bradfordcountyfl.gov

Bradford County Property Appraiser 
(904) 966-6218
http://www.bradfordappraiser.com

Bradford County Supervisor of Elections
(904) 966-6266
http://www.bradfordelections.com

Bradford County Tax Collector
(904) 966-6274
http://www.BradfordTaxCollector.com 

City of Hampton
352-468-1201
http://www.hamptonfl.com

City of Keystone Heights
(352) 473-4807
http://www.keystoneheights.us

City of Lake Butler
(386) 496-3401
http://www.cityoflakebutler.org

City of Lawtey
(904) 782-3454

City of Starke
(904) 964-5027
http://www.cityofstarke.org

Congresswoman Kat Cammack
904-276-9626

N Central FL Regional Planning Council
(352) 955-2200
http://www.ncfrpc.org

Phyllis M. Rosier, Judge

State Representative Bobby Payne
(904) 966-6215

State Senator Jennifer Bradley
904-278-2085

GROCERIES
Hometown Supermarkets
(352) 473-4982
http://www.myhitchcocks.com

HEALTH RELATED PROFESSIONS
Answers Health & Resource Facility
352-473-1000
http://findanswersnow.org 

Answers Health & Resource Facility
904-964-7000

Legacy Home Health Care
904-964-3712
http://www.legacyhhc.biz 

Windsor Health and Rehab
904-964-3383 / 352-514-1898
http://windsorhrc.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING DISTRIBUTORS, 
EQUIPMENT & REPAIRS
Hayes Electric & Air Conditioning Company, Inc
(904) 964-8744

HOME INSPECTIONS
North FL Inspection Solutions
904.648.NFIS (6347)
http://www.NFInspectionSolutions.com

HOSPITALITY
Montgomery Conference Center
352-473-4516
http://www.montgomerycenter.net 

HOSPITALS
Lake Butler Hospital
(386) 496-2323
http://www.lakebutlerhospital.com

North Florida Regional Medical Center, Starke Campus
904-452-2309
http://nfrmc.com

HOTEL / MOTEL
Best Western Waldo Inn & Suites
352-468-2500

Magnolia Hotel
(904) 964-6305

ICE CREAM SHOP
Strickland’s Scoop

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
Edythe Robinson
(904) 964-4682

Honorable Elzie Sanders
(904) 964-7344

Stay Ready Defense
850-728-0538

Tommy Tomlinson
(352) 519-8289

INDUSTRIAL SERVICES, CONSULTING
CS Tech Incorporated
904-477-5619

INSURANCE COMPANIES
George Roberts Insurance, Inc
(904) 964-7826
http://www.georgerobertsins.com 

Humana
352-317-9047
http://Humana.com/AOA/1829167

Roberts Insurance of  Keystone Heights
(352) 473-7209
http://www.georgerobertsins.com

Roberts Insurance of  Lake Butler
(386) 496-3411
http://www.georgerobertsins.com 

INVESTMENTS
Edward Jones Investments
(904) 964-1486
http://www.edwardjones.com 

JEWELRY, REPAIRS, WATCHES
Williams Jewelry
(904) 964-7064
http://www.williamsjewelryinc.com

LANDFILL
New River Solid Waste Association
(386) 431-1000
http://www.nrswa.org

LOCKSMITH, KEYS, REPAIRS
Bill’s Lock & Key
(904) 964-9707

MANUFACTURERS
Royce Company 
863--632-7867
http://roycecompany.com

The Chemours Company, FC TT 
(904) 964-1225
http://www.chemours.com/Florida_Mine/en_US/about.html

MARKETING
Gilbert Marketing Solutions, LLC
904-796-7122

MARTIAL ARTS, DOJO, TRAINING IN MARTIAL ARTS
The Martial Arts Leader 
904-964-BEST (2378)

MASSAGE THERAPY / CLINIC
Libby’s Art of Healing LLC
904-964-HEAL (4325)
http://www.libbysmassage.com 

MEDICAL CARE, NON-PROFIT
Palms Medical Group
(904) 364-2900
http://www.palmsmg.org

MEDICAL FACILITY / DOCTOR OFFICE
The Starke Weight Place/The Weight Doctor
904-964-3335
http://theweightdoctors.com

MORTGAGE LOANS & BANKERS
Farm Credit of Florida, ACA
(386) 462-7634
http://www.farmcreditfl.com

Renasant Mortgage
904-482-3071
http://bwoodham.com 

NEWSPAPERS
Bradford County Telegraph
(904) 964-6305
http://www.bctelegraph.com

Keystone Heights Herald
(352) 502-9700
http://claytodayonline.com

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
ARC of Bradford County 
(904) 964-7699
http://www.arcbradford.org 

Boy Scouts of America - N Florida Council
352-317-8007
http://nfcscouting.org

Bradford County Faith Community Center
(904) 964-2435

Bradford Education Foundation
(904) 966-6025
http://www.bradfordcountyeducationfoundation.org

Early Learning Coalition of North Florida
(904) 342-2267
http://www.elcnorthflorida.org

Hope Christian Academy
352-473-4040 Ext. 231
http://www.myhopechristianacademy.org 

Keystone Camp and Conference Center
352-473-3258
http://Salvationarmyflorida.org/keystone

LifeSouth Community Blood Center, Inc.
(352) 334-1000
http://www.lifesouth.org

New River Health
(904) 964-7732

Santa Fe College Foundation, Inc.
(352) 395-5200
http://www.sfcollege.edu

The Guardian Foundation, Inc.
352-283-5817
http://guardian8foundation.org

NURSING HOMES
Riverwood Health & Rehabilitation Center
(904) 964-6220
http://www.greystonehealth.com

NUTRITION - SHAKES, TEAS, MEAL REPLACEMENTS
Nutrition Escape
386-365-1509
https://www.facebook.com/NutritionEscape

OFFICE SPACE RENTALS
Bradford Executive Center
(904) 364-8395
http://goo.gl/maps/45YRv

OFFICE SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT & FURNITURE
The Office Shop
(904) 964-5764
http://www.theofficeshopofstarke.com 

OPTOMETRISTS, OPTICIANS & OPTICAL LABS
Bradford County Eye Center
(904) 964-8076
http://www.visionsource- drschlofman.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Florida Pest Control
(904) 964-5745
http://www.flapest.com/locations_starke.aspx

Sheffield Pest Control
(904) 964-9111

http://www.vystarcu.org/
http://www.walgreens.com/
http://www.ecs4kids.org/
http://www.bradfordcountyschools.org/
http://www.cisbradford.org/
http://www.cisbradford.org/
http://www.bradfordschools.org/nftc
http://www.careersourcefloridacrown.com/
http://www.employflorida.com/
http://www.careersourcencfl.com/
http://www.lazenbyequipment.com/
http://belleoaksbarn.com/
http://www.anytimefitness.com/
http://archerfuneralhome.com/
http://www.archietannerfuneralservices.com/
http://www.jonesgallagherfh.com/
http://www.jonesgallagherfh.com/
http://www.badcock.com/
http://www.badcock.com/starke-
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http://www.keystoneheights.us/
http://www.cityoflakebutler.org/
http://www.cityofstarke.org/
http://www.ncfrpc.org/
http://www.myhitchcocks.com/
http://findanswersnow.org/
http://www.legacyhhc.biz/
http://www.NFInspectionSolutions.com/
http://www.montgomerycenter.net/
http://www.lakebutlerhospital.com/
http://nfrmc.com/
http://www.georgerobertsins.com/
http://www.georgerobertsins.com/
http://www.georgerobertsins.com/
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http://www.williamsjewelryinc.com/
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http://www.palmsmg.org/
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http://nfcscouting.org/
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PET SHOP, GROOMING & KENNELS
Home Sweet Bone Pet Boarding
904-964-BONE (2663)
https://www.facebook.com/HSBPet/

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Lake Area Physical Therapy, Inc.
(352) 473-7560
http://www.lakeareapt.com 

PLANTS SALES, LEASING, MAINTENANCE
Emerson Nursery & Rental Plants
(352) 494-6286

PLUMBING
Kevin Mobley Plumbing  LLC
352-468-3680
https://kevin- mobley-plumbing- llc.business.site/

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICES
Pit Stop Portable Restrooms
(904) 874-3361

PRINTING AND COPYING SERVICES
Renaissance Printing
(352) 538-3092
http://www.renaissance- printing.com

PROPERTY MANAGERS
Rowe Enterprises, Inc.
352-468-3306
http://www.rowepp.com 

RADIO STATION
WEAG - FM 106.3
(904) 964-5001
http://www.weagchuckkramer.com 

REAL ESTATE
American Dream of Northeast Florida
(904) 964-5424
http://www.americandreamflorida.com

Bradford Square  Shopping Center
(954) 647-9723

C.B. Isaac Realty
(352) 473-6201
http://www.CBIsaacRealty.com

Coldwell Banker/Smith & Smith Realty
(904) 964-9222
http://www.smithandsmithrealty.com 

CW Realty
904-964-3948
http://www.cwrealty.org

Helen Hersey Realty
(352) 473-8882
http://www.helenhersey.com

Nuview Realty, Inc.
904-686-4690
http://cindibenton.com

Roberts Land & Timber Investments Corp.
(386) 496-3509
http://www.flaland.com 

Starke Medical Center, Inc
352-219-0498

Swift Creek Realty
(386) 496-0499
http://www.swiftcreekrealty.net

RECREATIONAL SHOOTING RANGE
Bradford Sportsmen’s Farm
(352) 485-2302
http://www.bsfshootingsports.com 

RENDERING PLANT
Darling Ingredients / DAR PRO Bakery Feeds
904-263-5764 or 855-327-7761
http://www.darpro- solutions.com

RENTALS PARTY & EQUIPMENT
Captains Party  Rentals
(904) 364-6128
http://www.captainpartyrentals.com

Southern Gem Photobooth, LLC
904-263-6079
http://southerngemphoto.com 

RESTAURANTS
Beef O Brady’s
(904) 964-2716

Blue Water Bay
(352) 475-1928
http://www.thebluewaterbay.com

Call Street Cafe
(904) 368-9922
http://www.callstreetcafe.com

Dick’s Wings & Grill
904-368-8158

Dunkin Donuts
631 S Walnut Street
904-964-2061

IHOP
(904) 368-9945
http://www.ihop.com

Keystone Inn and Family Restaurant
(352) 473-3331

McDonald’s Restaurant 
(352) 332-0987

Sonny’s of Starke
(904) 964-8840

The Downtown Grill 
(904) 964-9253

RETAIL BUSINESSES
Jarmon’s Ornamental  Concrete
(904) 964-6400
http://www.jarmonsornamentalconcrete.com 

Rent A Center
904-368-8138
http://www.rentacenter.com

Sears Hometown Store 
(904) 368-9966

Sporting Chance
904-964-7434
https://www.facebook.com/Starke.Sporting.Chance

T-Mobile USA
479-644-2252
http://t-mobile.com

STORAGE BUILDINGS
Santa Fe Storage
904-964-3400
http://santafestorage.net 

THEATERS
Florida Twin Theater
(904) 964-5451
http://www.floridatwintheatre.com

TIMBER COMPANY
Rayonier Forest Resources, LP
(904) 964-7962

TOW TRUCK
Miracle Automotive & Truck Service Center
904-368-0006
https://www.facebook.com/MiracleAutomotive

TRANSPORTATION
Davis Express, Inc. 
(904) 964-6619
http://www.davis- express.com

Precious Cargo Transit, LLC 
904-528-1455

TREATMENT CENTER
The Transition House
(407) 892-5700

UTILITIES
Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
352-473-8000
http://www.clayelectric.com

Florida Power & Light Company
(800) 226-3545
http://www.fpl.com

VETERINARIANS
Lake Area Animal Hospital
(352) 475-2326
http://www.lakeareavets.com

WEB DESIGNER / HOST
Designs By CM
(605) 695-9186
http://www.dbycm.com
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OVER 55,000 WAREHOUSE PRODUCTS

Visit our website to view our wide variety of products.

Contractors • Homeowners • Do It Yourselfers

904-964-6078
937 Walnut Street Hwy 301

Starke, FL 32091

386-496-3079
145 SW 6th Avenue

Lake Butler, FL 32054

JacksonBuildingSupply.com

JACKSON
BUILDING

SUPPLY
Since 1966

We have a full line of equipment for all your well and 
pump installations, maintenance, or repair needs.

Call our friendly staff for more
information at: 352.473.0534

969 SE State Road 100 • Keystone Heights • www.broncodrillinginc.com

NOW HIRING
FOR PUMP TECHNICIAN AND PUMP INSTALLER

Pay is based on experience. 

Valid drivers license and
transportation  to work is a must. 

CDL license is a plus.

401(k) and paid vacation. 

Apply in person at
Bronco Drilling located at

969 SE. SR 100
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
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