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Releasing their savage

It didn’t take long for Pam Jordan, 
left, and Angie Diamond to get on 
target after they spent an hour at 
Valhalla Indoor Axe Throwing on 
Fleming Island. The new business 
has quickly gained a passionate 
following since throwing axes 
relies more on muscle memory 
than brut stretch. For more, read 
the story on page 12.

Clay County Manager Howard Wanamaker, middle, spent Wednesday, April 14, working on the 
back of a garbage truck to help Waste Management pick up three weeks of yard trash.SEE HELP WANTED, 3
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Officials trade their 
desk jobs for day on 
back of garbage trucks

Public works department 
pitch in to erase three-week 

backlog of yard trash

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – Howard Wanamaker was 
back at his desk this week, carefully bus-
ily working on the county’s business. His 
hands were sore and blistered. His face 
was red and weathered by sun. His back 
was softened by a dull pain.

As the Clay County Manager, Wana-
maker has the daunting responsibility of 
solving all of the county’s problems. That 
includes working on budgets, implement-
ing programs and providing an important 
connection between residents’ needs and 
solutions from their government.

And for a day last week, it meant pick-
ing up trash.

Staffing problems created by COVID-19 
and a lack of people who are willing to work 
couldn’t have hit Waste Management at a 
worse time. As local residents completed 
spring cleaning projects, yard debris con-
tinued to be piled on curbs.

To catch up, the county rented four gar-
bage trucks from Green Cove Springs and 

provided workers from the public works 
department a reflective vest and work 
gloves to clean up the mess. Wanamam-
ker, county director of environmental ser-
vices Charlie Latham and Jim Fish Jr., the 
Florida President of Waste Management, 
also pitched in.

“Being able to help out the crews was 
a rewarding experience and one that I will 
never forget,” Wanamaker said. “I have 
nothing but the utmost respect for those 
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19,558 POSITIVE CASES REPORTED
335 DEATHS
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1,139 POSITIVE STUDENT CASES REPORTED IN 
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182 FACULTY AND STAFF CASES IN SCHOOLS

955 CARE FACILITY CASES
131 ACTIVE POSITIVE CASES AT CARE FACILITIES
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County puts Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccines on hold
Precautionary measure taken 

after 7 in 7 million patients suffer 
rare blood clots

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – All Johnson & Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccines have been put on 
pause for further research after seven pa-
tients received rare blood clots after their 
vaccination.

While that sounds alarming – and for 
those seven patients it probably is – is 
there a cause for concern? If you’re some-
one who’s already received a Johnson and 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine and weeks 
have passed, the answer is no.

All seven cases occurred in exclusively 
women between the ages of 18 and 48 and 
the symptoms appeared roughly six to 13 
days after the vaccination. Five people are 
in stable condition, one is in critical con-
dition, and a sixth person, a 45-year-old 
woman in Virginia, has died. Statistically, 
the chances of this vaccine affecting you 
in this way are extremely slim – about six 
in 6.8 million, or in other words, 1 in 1.13 
million.

Johnson and Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine has been put on pause, but experts said that’s not 
necessarily a cause for concern, especially when you consider that it’s been paused after rare 
blood clots appear in just seven recipients out of nearly seven million doses.

Here are some other statistics that 
many face every single day. According to 
InjuryFacts.org, a not-for-profit site that 
tracks death-related statistics: someone 
on a bike has a 1-in-3,825 chance of dying. 
Someone in a car has a 1-in-107 chance 
of dying if they got into a wreck. There’s 

a 1-in-59,507 chance that a hornet, wasp, 
or bee sting will kill you. There’s even a 
1-in-63,113 chance that a hot surface or 
substance will kill you.

The chances of being struck by light-
ning are 1-in-15,300, according to the of-
ficial national government weather page. 

All of this is to say that the chances of this 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine affecting you 
are extremely slim.

The CDC and Federal Drug Administra-
tion paused the distribution of the vaccine, 
but not because they’re worried the vac-
cine will cause clots. It’s a precautionary 
study recommendation to re-examine the 
vaccine to determine how and why these 
clots happen, and if there’s further cause 
for concern.

“We have been working closely with 
medical experts and health authorities, 
and we strongly support the open commu-
nication of this information to healthcare 
professionals and the public,” Johnson and 
Johnson said in a statement.

The company said if someone develops 
a severe headache, leg pain, shortness of 
breath or abdominal pain they should con-
tact their doctor, although Johnson and 
Johnson said these effects are “extremely 
rare.”

“It’s a very rare event,” Emory Univer-
sity School of Medicine executive associate 
dean Dr. Carlos del Rios told CNN Health. 
“You’re talking about one in a million, and 

SEE VACCINE, 5

SEE FACILITY,  21

County continues to move 
forward on building 
new animal services facility
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – The county is the closest 
it’s been to finally building a new animal 
services facility, something that’s been 
needed and talked about by the Board of 
County Commissioners for years.

The county has been talking about a 
new animal facility services building for 
nearly a decade, if not longer, and the BCC 
requested an audit in 2016 for the project. 
A workshop was held in May of 2017 and 
the topic has often popped up at BCC meet-
ings since. The BCC held another workshop 
on April 15, and the new building is looking 
more and more like a reality.

“We’ve wrestled with this for years,” 
BCC Chairman Mike Cella said during the 
meeting last Thursday. “The Friends of 
Clay County Animals is even in favor of 
the new shelter. It would attract new in-
terns and new volunteers ... and it would 
enhance our services greatly.”

Cella said the current building was built 

The county is the closest it’s ever been to building a new animal services facility, something 
that’s been needed for years.

in the 1970s, with some parts of it having 
been built even earlier. It was built when 
the county had a population of 40,000 peo-
ple, Cella said. Clay County’s population is 
now more than 220,000.

The BCC didn’t vote on it during the 
meeting, but it seemed to come to a gener-
al consensus the facility is needed. That’s 
because animal services lead, Troy Nagle, 
spent the meeting telling the board why a 
new building is needed.

Five hundred and fourteen dogs and 
1,161 cats were adopted in 2020 from the 
shelter, with another 229 animals adopt-
ed at Petco and 307 at PetSmart, both of 
which are partners with the shelter.

“The idea is that we should be the last 
resort for your animal,” Nagle said. “We 
offer assistance though. If someone needs 
food, we have a food bank. Sometimes all 
people need is help with food. We try to 
help people find other alternatives before 
we take an animal into our animal shelter.”

It costs $27.85 for a cat to be taken 

in on its first day and $7.16 for every day 
after that. Dogs, on the other hand, cost 
$42.22 on the first day and $13.57 after 
that. When animals are taken in, there’s a 
good chance they’ll go into foster care – but 
not before proper medication and spaying 
and neutering.

The shelter did 1,521 sterilization 
surgeries last year and 249 trap-neuter-
release procedures. It also treated various 
dogs for heartworms and other ailments.

“What we’ve seen happening is people 
bring us their animal to leave here because 
they can’t afford to get it fixed,” Nagle said. 
“So, we say, ‘let’s work with you, let’s get 
fines paid, let’s reduce the fees, and let’s 
get these animals where they need to be.”

Nagle said during kitten season, which 
has just begun, the shelter will have 100 
to 200 kittens in foster care at any given 
time. Two hundred and forty-five dogs and 
717 cats were fostered in 2020, which was 
a slower year due to COVID-19, especially 
compared to 2019, which had 257 dogs 
and 829 cats fostered.

All of that was possible due to the shel-
ter’s “incredible” team of foster families 
and volunteers. Fostering, sterilization, 
and adoptions aren’t all the shelter does, 
however.

“We have six full-time and one part-
time animal control officer positions,” 
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Help Wanted
from page 1

in and day out. It was very labor intensive, 
hot, and hard on your back. The only sav-
ing graces were the few long stretches be-
tween stops.”

Like many other local businesses, Waste 
Management has struggled to find work-
ers. Stimulus payments and unemploy-
ment benefits often make it more lucrative 
to stay at home than punch a time clock. 
In short, going to work, especially in the 
service industry, generally requires taking 
a pay cut compared to “free” money being 
given away by state and federal officials.

Waste Management officials are looking 
into several ways, including offering sign-
on and stay-on bonuses and increasing 
starting pay for drivers, and raising start-
ing salaries for back of truck helpers, to 
solve the problem.

“We understand there’s a problem, and 
there are reasons for that problem,” said 

regional manager Greg Huntington. “It’s 
important for the commission to hear the 
reasons for the situation, as well as your 
residents. It’s not like we’re trying to hide. 
It’s not like we’re trying to fail.

“COVID-19 – there’s a continued im-
pact on our operations, both in the state of 
Florida and nationwide. The impact of the 
stimulus money and the change in unem-
ployment benefits, which have caused a 
reduction in the labor pool, as well as our 
solutions.”

Waste Management has been able to 
hire enough workers to collect residential 
trash and recyclables, but the company 
wasn’t able to pick up yard trash for nearly 
three weeks.

To help catch up, the county has put 
some of its workers on the back of trucks 
on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays to 
catch up. They eventually managed to make 
up the three-week backlog and plan to be 
caught up by Friday, said Milton Towns, 
Deputy Director of Clay County Environ-
mental Service.

“Thus far, we’re running near to sched-
ule,” he said. “We put county staff on the 
rear steps to collect yard waste. This week 
has been encouraging. We always have the 
highest volume [of trash] this time of year 
because of yard waste.”

On a normal Wednesday, before staff-
ing issues began, routes would average ap-
proximately 100 tons of yard waste a day. 
On Wednesday, April 14, with the help of 
other companies and municipalities – in-
cluding Wanamaker, the county was able to 
collect 192 tons of yard waste.

Waste Management will be respon-
sible for paying the county for collections 
and Green Cove Springs for use of its city 
trucks, Towns said.

Waste Management also brought in 25 
workers from outside the area, and the 
company now is working with several tem-
porary employment services to fill job va-
cancies. Huntington said temporary work-

ers often are promoted to fulltime positions 
“once they prove themselves.”

To help, the county waived yard trash 
fees at the Rosemary Hill Solid Waste Man-
agement Facility in Green Cove Springs 
until April 28. Residents can drop of yard 
debris from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every 
day except Sunday.

To be eligible, residents must show 
proof of county residency with a driver’s li-
cense, lease or utility bill, and commercial 
yard service companies don’t qualify for 
free dumping, the county said.

Otherwise, residents are asked to stack 
up yard waste at the curb for pickup.

To report missed garbage and/or re-
cycling, please submit a missed service 
request using Clay County’s Customer 
Portal, please visit https://myservices.clay-
countygov.com/en. And for more informa-
tion about the Rosemary Hill, please visit 
https://www.claycountygov.com/commu.../
garbage-and-recycling.
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Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

WordWord

SEE HISTORY, 5

OF THE WEEK

This Week In History

WordWord

SEE SMOKING, 5

Bill to raise Florida’s 
smoking age clears final 
Florida House committee

SEE ST SIMON, 10

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Forfend: (for-FEND) a verb that 
means to forbid or prevent.

“Alarm systems and surveillance cam-
eras ae used to forfend robberies.”

By Jason Delgado
For Florida Politics

A bill that would align the state’s smok-
ing age with federal law and grant state 
regulators broader oversight over nicotine 
product sales cleared its final committee 
stop Monday.

Sponsored by Republican Rep.  Jackie 
Toledo, the bill (HB 987) would raise Flori-
da’s smoking age to 21 and require nicotine 
vendors to acquire a state permit.

The Division of Alcoholic Beverages and 
Tobacco, which already regulates tobacco 
permits, would regulate nicotine permits 
under the bill. A tobacco permit costs $50, 
but the new nicotine permits would be free.

If compliant with federal regulations, 
Toledo noted, the state would become eligi-
ble for additional health care funding from 
the federal government.

Notably, military members would be ex-
empt from the age restriction — a carve-
out that notably conflicts with federal law 
and Department of Defense policy.

“If you can sign your name and raise 
your hand and be handed an M-16 and 
asked to go die for your country, smoking is 
the littlest thing you have to worry about,” 
said Republican Rep. Matt Willhite in sup-
port.

Throughout the committee process, the 
proposal has received pushback from sev-
eral organizations, including the American 
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network.

Speaking on the network’s behalf on 
Monday, Susan Harbin warned lawmakers 
the bill would preempt local regulations 
that target tobacco marketing and product 
placement.

“The local governments are really your 
best friend in the fight against tobacco and 
nicotine addiction,” Harbin said. “They are 
doing that work on the ground at the point 
of sale, and they’re putting money into it, 
they’re putting resources into it. Wiping 
this out is going to set us back decades.

Toledo, meanwhile, contended that fed-
eral agencies are ineffective at the local 
level.

“If you have to call the FDA to get en-
forcement or to complain, it’s worse than 
calling the IRS,” she said. “Who do you 
even talk to?”

The proposal comes after the Legisla-
ture cleared similar legislation last year 
that would’ve cracked down on vape prod-
ucts.

Despite acclaim from Attorney Gen-
eral Ashley Moody, Gov. Ron DeSantis shot 
the legislation down.

Five years ago, 2016
• The Clay County School District and 

the Clay County Education Association 
agree to a new contract that will provide a 
$500 a year raise to teachers.

• Residents complete a spring make-
over at Somer’s Garden, a one-year-old 
park built on the lot where Somer Thomp-
son’s convicted killer, Jared Harrell, once 
lived.

• Orange Park pilot Kerry Bentley is 
recognized by Angel Flight Southeast as its 
Pilot of the Year for using his aircraft and 
fuel to assist the nonprofit organization.

10 years ago, 2011
• Clay County Superintendent Ben 

Wortham said he won’t reverse the dis-
trict’s decision to fire Ridgeview High 
wrestling coach Chris McNealy.

• The Board of County Commission-
ers introduce two ordinances to create 
an overly district on Wells Road to lower 
crime at nightclubs.

• Bealls Department Stores donates 
$10,000 to the Clay High marching band to 
replace their 15-year-old uniforms.

20 years ago, 2001
• The United Food and Commercial 

Workers Union files a grievance against 
Food Lion after the grocery store chain 
said it will close the distribution center in 
Green Cove Springs in June.

• Boat owners must vacate Black Creek 
Marina so the county can do construction 
on its 33 slips.

• Popular Orange Park Pop Warner 
coach Ralph R. “Dick” Shipley dies. He was 
65.

30 years ago, 1991
• The Clay County Commission accepts 

bids for an expansion of the Orange Park 
Library.

With our help, St. Simon Baptist 
Church will rise from the ashes
By Don Coble
Managing Editor

ORANGE PARK – The telephone now rings 
without an answer at St. Simon Baptist 
Church because there is no phone to an-
swer. It was destroyed and buried in the 
rubble of the iconic church.

There are no 
pews or pulpit. The 
roof’s gone and the 
walls are charred 
and lay in crumbled 
in twisted heaps. 
Yellow crime scene 
tape still draped 
around the shell of 
the building, and a 
sign asks curious 
visitors for informa-
tion to help investigators find who lit the 
match.

While the building was destroyed in a 
March 25 fire, parishioners haven’t lost 
their faith – or their commitment to raise 
their church from the ashes.

“We as a devoted congregation believe 
God has a purpose and plan for every-

thing,” Deacon Lester Perry said. “We have 
faith that God’s hand will lead us through 
this difficult time and help us rebuild our 
place of worship for His glory and praise.”

St. Simon can’t do it alone. They need 
our help and support. That’s what friends, 
family and neighbors do when one of our 
own has a problem. We join hands and 
work toward a common solution.

A GoFundMe account has been estab-
lished to help bridge the gap between the 
cost of rebuilding the 3,200-square-foot 
church and their insurance settlement. 
The church needs as much as $450,000 
since the damage was so severe inspectors 
said even the concrete foundation must be 
replaced. The discrepancy was created by 
the church’s renovation and addition of a 
fellowship hall. Since construction hadn’t 
proceeded to the point of running new 
electrical lines and installation of drywall, 
church officials didn’t increase their cover-
age.

“We had no idea someone was going to 
burn the church down,” Perry said.

Don Coble
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Switches
 7. Legal financial term 
 (abbr.)
10. Sweeties
12. Competition
13. Measures electrical 
 resistance
14. Psychotherapy 
 researcher
15. Causes injury to
16. Open
17. Polish peninsula
18. Hebrew calendar month
19. Whale ship captain
21. Children’s accessory
22. Unknown point
27. Exists
28. Extremely confident
33. Expression of disgust
34. The government has 
 many
36. Small constellation
37. Northern Indian city
38. The best pitchers
39. Naturally occurring solid
40. Apple computers
41. Portuguese city

44. Ancient Greek war 
 dance
45. More reliable
48. Sailboat
49. Newspapers
50. Frequently flooded area
51. They dig for coal

CLUES DOWN
 1. Partial
 2. ‘Mad Men’ leading man
 3. The __ of March
 4. Healthy
 5. Where golfers begin
 6. Soviet Socialist Republic 
 (abbr.)
 7. Of the cheek
 8. Injury reminder
 9. Statesman Franklin
10. For an unknown reason
11. Brain parts
12. Islamic calendar month
14. Avenue where ad 
 men work
17. Possesses
18. Accept
20. Stake
23. Former British PM May

24. US battleships circa 
 1939
25. Greek alphabet letter
26. When you hope to get 
there
29. Top lawyer
30. Fiddler crabs
31. Intolerant
32. Persons that cause 
 extreme fear
35. Car mechanics group
36. Capital of Ghana
38. Famed ballplayer Hank
40. Emphasizes 
 insignificance
41. Light-colored
42. Distinctive smell
43. Muckraking 
 journalist Jacob
44. Sunscreen rating
45. Short-term memory
46. Japanese delicacy
47. One point north of 
 due east

• Nearly 600 members of the Citizens 
for Religious Freedom and Right to Assem-
bly in Clay County expressed their con-
cerns about the county’s proposed amend-
ment that would create five categories for 
private service zoning.

• Despite several rainy days, atten-
dance at the Clay County Agriculture Fair 
increased by nearly 30% compared to 
numbers from 1990.

40 years ago, 1981
• County clerk George Carlisle ques-

tions the financial disclosure of the Clay 
County Housing Finance Authority Rescue 
Account and said the account is missing 
nearly $2.5 million of the $20 bond issue.

• The BCC puts a freeze on Government 
Study Commission funds until it learns ex-
actly what’s expected of the county to man-
age the account.

• The Green Cove Springs City Council 
awards bids for transformers for the Flori-
da Power & Light tie-in.

History
from page 4

Vaccine
from page 2

Smoking
from page 4

when there are millions of doses, you will 
see events like this that you couldn’t see 
in the clinical trail just because you didn’t 
have millions of people enrolled.”

The vaccine has been paused in Clay 
County, which is unfortunate as the coun-
ty’s health officials were relying on it to 
boost the county’s vaccination numbers. 
It’s currently about 44,000 vaccinated 
people away from hitting what’s needed for 
herd immunity.

“Since the announcement that the 
Johnson and Johnson was a thing and a 
single dose at that, we’ve had a high de-
mand for it,” emergency management ser-
vices director John Ward said. “We weren’t 
receiving any at first...and we were hear-
ing that a lot of people were waiting for it...
so our demand was high.”

Ward said the county finally received 
allocation for two vaccination sites to doll 
out 600 Johnson and Johnson vaccines. 
The first was to be at the Shiloh Church in 
Green Cove Springs on April 15, and the 
second was to be at the Keystone Heights 
First Baptist Church on April 19. With the 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine on pause, 
vaccinations at those sites are on hold, too.

Professionals expect the vaccine to be 
available again sooner, rather than later, 
but for now, the medical community and 
those wanting that vaccine are waiting to 
hear the results of the FDC and CDC’s re-
examination.

Thanks to healthy start, every day in Florida is Mothers’ Day
By Monica Figueroa King and 
Cathy Timuta

In Florida, we’ve had a special reason 
to celebrate Mothers’ Day every day for 
the last 30 years.

Our state’s landmark Healthy Start 
program, which will celebrate its 30th 
anniversary later this year, demonstrates 
Florida’s commitment to ensuring every 
baby has a healthy start and chance to suc-
ceed in life – no matter where they live or 
who their parents may be. Florida Healthy 
Start creates community-level support 
systems for pregnant moms and babies, 
services not offered so comprehensively 
anywhere else.

Every day is the birth day for some 
610 Florida babies. Healthy Start creates 
countless opportunities for new mothers, 
fathers and their babies to improve the 
odds for self-sufficiency, and pursue a suc-
cessful future for their families.

It’s important to remember that we 
have the opportunity to measure our 
state’s success over a time frame of gen-
erations, not just years or fiscal quarters. 
Our most significant accomplishments are 
reflected each time a healthy child is born 
with a lifetime of success ahead of them.

As Florida House Speaker Chris Sprowls 
recently said, “We believe that provid-
ing access to postnatal coverage for up to 
one year after the birth can significantly 
boost health outcomes for moms and their 
babies, and we know that healthy moms 
are better positioned to raise healthy and 
thriving children.”

Sprowls continues a bi-partisan com-
mitment of Florida leaders to use facts in 
guiding policy decisions. His call to hold 
open the maternal care window from two 
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Monica Figueroa King Cathy Timuta

months to one year is a smart investment 
that pays great dividends for decades 
ahead.

Infant mortality is often used as an 
indicator to measure the health and well-
being of a community or society. Florida 
has made the right investment in Healthy 
Start. Over a single generation, Florida 
went from being a perennial national lag-
gard at bottom of America’s infant mortal-
ity rankings to a national leader for healthy 
mothers and babies, reducing our state’s 
infant mortality rate by 32.6% since 1991.

Prevention initiatives like Healthy Start 
can save $10 for every dollar we invest. 
Remember this: It’s not what it costs, but 
what it saves.

We applaud Governor Ron DeSantis 
for recommending future investments 
in Healthy Start and look forward to the 

Legislature’s support in extending the 
successful track record of positive health 
outcomes and family-focused services to 
ensure healthy births.

Pregnant women can’t get these es-
sential services anywhere else. Florida 
Healthy Start improves outcomes for a 
lifetime, and positions children and their 
families for increased opportunities for 

success. Let’s celebrate these achieve-
ments as we reap the emotional and eco-
nomic benefits in the future.

Monica Figueroa King serves a Presi-
dent of the Florida Association of Healthy 
Start Coalitions. Cathy Timuta is FAHSC’s 
Chief Executive Officer.  For more informa-
tion visit www.healthystartflorida.com

“Reducing the use of all nicotine-relat-
ed products, including vaping, among our 
youth is an important goal, but this will not 
be achieved by eliminating legal products 
for adults and by devastating the small 
businesses who provide these adults with 
reduced-risk alternatives to cigarettes,” 
DeSantis said of the proposal.

The latest proposal now awaits full 
House consideration.

Jason Delgado covers news out of 
the state capital for Florida Politics. 
After a stint with the U.S. Army, Ja-
son attended the University of Central 
Florida where he studied American 
Policy and National Security. His past 
bylines include WMFE-NPR and POLITI-
CO Florida. Throw him a line at jason@
floridapolitics.com  or on Twitter at @
JasonDelgadoFL.
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Green Cove Springs police hires a new officer; promotes another to sergeant
By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – One new officer 
was sworn into duty and another earned a 
promotion at the Green Cove Springs Po-
lice Department during Tuesday night’s city 
council meeting.

Russell Reese was hired as a patrol of-
ficer, while Austin Graham was promoted 
to the rank of sergeant.

In other business, the council was 
briefed by Clay County Manager How-
ard Wanamaker on the county’s progress 
of getting its yard trash pickups back on 
schedule. The county has rented four 
Green Cove Springs garbage trucks on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays to 

Russell Reese Sgt. Austin Graham

make up a three-week backlog created by 
a staffing shortage at Waste Management.

The council also discussed the revision 
of the council meeting schedule due to the 
holidays this winter. It was decided and 
approved the November schedule would be 
determined later, while one meeting will 
be held in December, on the seventh of the 
month. 

Finally, a presentation was then given 
by Mike Daniels of GCS and Rives Deuter-
man of Geographic Technologies Group on 
the new GeoHub software that will soon 
be available for the citizens of Green Cove 
Springs. The software will provide a lot of 
information and views of the city that resi-
dents and city officials will be able to use.

Orange Park Town Council to wrestle with demand for fire chief’s resignation
Town manager asked for Chief Alvin 
Barker to quit after he made claims 

of an ‘illegal’ bank account

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – Town manager Sarah 
Campbell told the Orange Park Town Coun-
cil it should fire chief Alvin Barker be fired.

That came Tuesday night after Barker 
refused Campbell’s request his resigna-
tion following three apparent incidents the 
town manager said broke the town’s No. 
1core value of integrity.

Barker is unwilling to resign, and he’s 
prepared to fight back, according to his at-
torney, Paul Donnelly.

“Barker is a long-term public servant,” 
Donnelly said. “He has worked for 33 years 
in Northeast Florida and in that entire time 
in his professional life, he’s never been 
subject to any kind of material or inverse, 
adverse discipline. He’s a fantastic town 

Town manager Sarah Campbell recommended fire chief Alvin Barker be fired from his position, 
but the council wants more time and information. A special meeting will be held next week to 
discuss it.

fire chief...and has been for over half a de-
cade...and looks forward to continuing for 
many years.”

Donnelly claimed Barker had been fired 
for being a whistleblower over an “illegal 
town bank account.” Donnelly said that 

after he allegedly pointed out to Campbell 
the bank account in question was illegal, 
he was asked to resign a couple of days lat-
er. Donnelly also said complaints deemed 
meritless by outside investigators that cost 
the town $18,000 were being used to jus-

tify his firing. Donnelly those investigators 
shouldn’t affect his professional career.

The meritless complaints were calls for 
harassment and unfair targeting by Barker 
to subordinates, but Donnelly said the com-
plaints were made because of “disgruntled 
employees.” Donnelly said the employees 
in question weren’t at the meeting to rep-
resent themselves. As a result, Clay Today 
opted not to include their names. He said 
one of the main “disgruntled employees” 
had applied for Barker’s Fire Chief job, 
which is currently being advertised. That 
person was being considered for the posi-
tion, something Campbell later said wasn’t 
true.

Donnelly’s argument during the meet-
ing centered around he and Barker’s claim 
that Campbell “attempted to entrap Barker 
by asking him to take control of an illegal 
town [bank] account.” And allegedly, be-
cause Barker refused because it violates 

SEE OP COUNCIL,17
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By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – Clay County residents, 
along with others from around the First 
Coast, lined up Saturday morning at the 
Orange Park branch of the Clerk’s Office 
to take advantage of annual Passport Day. 

“Across the state, across all clerk’s of-
fices, there is a dedicated passport Day 
annually,” said Clerk’s Office Chief Opera-
tions Officer Tracie McRae. “And it’s just an 
opportunity for citizens to go to their local 
clerk of court, and potentially even post of-
fice outside of normal business hours.” 

The annual date doesn’t always fall on 
the same weekend. It’s held whenever it’s 
convenient for the clerk’s office and resi-
dents.

 Last year, the COVID-19 lockdown of 
the state led to the cancellation of special 
event. 

“This year, we were trying to do it in 
the spring, so we could help those people 
that maybe were looking for some summer 
travel, to go ahead and get a jump-start on 
those summer plans,” McRae said. 

Residents line up early for 
Annual Passport Day ahead 
of this summer’s vacations

Turnout in the past has been measured. 
The 2019 event was done by appointment 
only, so the appointment slots weren’t 
filled and the clerk’s office felt it could have 
serviced more residents. The turnout this 
time was substantial, with people lined up 
to the back of the shopping plaza well be-
fore the office opened. 

“A friend of a friend [told me],” said 
Quantavious Johnson of Duval county, who 
came over to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity. “I do plan on going out sometime in 
the summer, but just going to get it done 
now.” 

Typically, appointments at the post of-
fice are booked out as far as three-to-four 
months, so events like Passport Day great-
ly help the community. 

“I called them and it was hard to get 
an appointment,” said businessman Moe 
Mokhtar. “So, they said that they have on 
Saturday and the make it special from 8:30 
in the morning to [noon] – first in, first 
out.” Mokhtar travels internationally on a 
regular basis and will be heading to Thai-
land on his next business trip.

Lisette Grant also was in line to get a 
passport application processed. She and 
her daughter had an appointment with the 
Fleming Island post office, but that branch 
doesn’t have someone available to process 
passport applications.

“I ended up coming here on a whim, 
and they told us about this,” Grant said. 
“My daughter’s traveling on a school trip 

MM1481

With a gift card from The Spa at 

Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, the 

special moms in your life can enjoy 

their perfect day whenever they are 

ready. With a range of pampering 

treatments to choose from and all day 

to enjoy the luxury and safety of the 

region’s largest spa, it’s not only the 

perfect day, it’s the perfect gift.

To learn what we are doing to 
keep our guests and employees 
safe, visit pvspa.com.

Call us at 904.273.7700, come see us at The Spa 
or at St. John’s Town Center, or shop from the 
comfort of home for an e-card from pvspa.com.

abroad.”
Agents were kept busy throughout the 

event.
“We have a wonderful turnout this 

morning and I’m very excited to get these 
citizens in on a Saturday morning,” said 
McRae. “And get their passports processed 
for them so they can look forward to travel-
ing sometime soon.”

STAFF PHOTO BY BRUCE HOPE

Residents took advantage of a rare Saturday passport application day in Orange Park.
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Arrangements

• World Wide Shipping
• Caskets & Urns
• Pre-Planning
• Cremation

904-264-1233
www.BivensFuneralHome.com

529 Kingsley Ave • Orange Park

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982

Law Offi ce 
1543 Kingsley Ave. • Orange Park

904-264-3412

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENSMEMORY GARDENS

ObituariesObituaries

Stephen Bruce Roberts
Stephen Bruce Roberts, 58, passed 

away Saturday, April 10, 2021 in Green 
Cove Springs, FL. He was born on May 2, 
1962 in Jacksonville, FL, to the late Gene 
R. Roberts, Sr. and Nanette A. Peine Rob-
erts.  

 Stephen was a big sports fan and espe-
cially loved Alabama 
and Miami Dolphins 
football. He was a 
baseball umpire and 
member of the North 
Florida Umpire Asso-
ciation #28. Stephen 
worked as a project 
manager at USI Inc.  

 He was preceded 
in death by his par-
ents; brother, Gene 
R. Roberts, Jr. and 
grandparents, Marvin Roberts and Ada L. 
Roberts.  

 Stephen is survived by his loving fam-
ily, wife, Rachel; children, James Moore 
(Ashley), Rebeka Brown, Stephen Roberts, 
and Heather Kane (Danny); grandchildren, 
Peighton, Aodhan, Amelia, Liam, Corbin, 
Irelynn, Loclyn, Ellie May and Flynn; broth-
ers, Donald Roberts and Alan Roberts; sis-
ter, Stephanie Roberts as well as many 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.  

 A memorial gathering will be held Sat-
urday, April 24, 2021 from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. at Aaron and Burney Bivens Funeral 
Home, 529 Kingsley Avenue, Orange Park, 
FL 32073. 

Gladys R. Hall 
Gladys R. Hall, 88, of Green Cove 

Springs, Florida, passed away April 10, 
2021, at home. 

Gladys Risley Hall entered this world at 
the birthing home of Mrs. Howe in Man-
chester, CT, July 4th, 1932. An appropri-
ate birthday for such a feisty, independent 
lady! Her parents are John and Winifred 
(Cooley) Risley.  
There were three 
sisters, Marion, Dot, 
and Polly, and one 
brother, Dick, who all 
predeceased her.

Gladys was a self-
proclaimed tomboy 
and grew up with 
lots of room to in-
dulge her love of the 
outdoors across from 
Risley Reservoir.  Along with her sister 
Dot, she donated a parcel of the reservoir 
property to the Manchester Land Trust 
who have since opened this beautiful prop-
erty to allow public enjoyment.  

In 1955, Gladys met Norman Hall at the 
Crystal Lake Ballroom.  He asked her to go 
to church with him on their first date.  She 
knew at that moment he was the man she 
would marry.  

They married and had 5 children to-
gether, Linda Hall, Cindy VanLeuven, Ste-
ven Hall, Clifford Hall and JoAnn Meyer.    
Norman had three children which Gladys 
always counted and cared for as her own, 
Vicki Gee, Jeffrey and Kenneth Hall.  Each 
of their children were profoundly loved. 
Gladys was predeceased by her beloved 
husband Norman and her daughter Linda 
in 2018.

In 1966, Norman began New England 
Mechanical Services, Inc. (NEMSI) in the 
basement of the family home with Gladys 
by his side to make a significant contribu-
tion to the success of this endeavor.

Over the years, Gladys and Norman 
were able to travel to various countries 
around the world.  But Maine, where Nor-
man was from, was always the most be-
loved place to spend their time.  Their 
home in Maine later became the hub of 
many joyous family gatherings.  

Gladys and Norman donated a home in 
Belfast, Maine to Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship.  This gift honored their love of chil-
dren and their faith. 

In the 1990s, they sold NEMSI and their 
family home in Connecticut, and moved to 
Florida.  They attended Black Pond Baptist 
church.  Faith remained a beacon in their 
lives and their hearts all their days. 

The family received friends from 3pm – 
4pm, Friday April 16, 2021 at Black Pond 
Baptist Church Middleburg, FL. Funeral 
services followed at 4pm with Rev. Char-
lie Hunt officiating. Graveside services will 
be held Saturday July 3, 2021 at Hillside 
Cemetery, Machiasport, Maine.

Please sign the family’s online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000Gladys R. Hall

August Eppler

Stephen Bruce 
Roberts

Kenneth (Kenny) C. Amato 
Kenneth (Kenny) C. Amato was called 

home on April 12, 2021.
Kenny was born on February 11, 1942 

in Springfield, Massachusetts to Ralph and 
Claire Amato.

Kenny attended Agua Fria Union High 
School in Litchfield Park, Arizona and 
graduated in 1961. He joined the Army 
and served his coun-
try in Vietnam from 
1966 to 1967. Kenny 
worked as an Assis-
tant Vice President 
for Ring Power where 
he had a successful 
career before retir-
ing in 1996.

Kenny is survived 
by his loving wife 
of 52 years Sharon 
Amato; son Brian (Marysia) Amato, son 
TC (Veronica) Amato and son Kevin (Lau-
ren) Amato; grandchildren William, Trace, 
Paige, Grace, Bailey, Brooklyn, Blake and 
Zoey; brother Chuck (Rose) Amato, sis-
ter Christine Ross and brother Rik (Edie) 
Amato; uncle George Amato along with 
many nieces and nephews. He is preceded 
in death by his parents and brother-in-law 
Ben.

Kenny had many passions in life. He 
loved his grandkids, trucks, hunting and 
fishing. He loved spending time with his 
sons and grandkids at the hunting club 
sometimes doing nothing but swapping 
stories (and talking about trucks) around 
the fire. He could always be found cheering 
on the grandkids at their games - he was 
their biggest fan! He had a larger than life 
personality and was an absolute blessing 
to his family.

Kenny will be laid to rest at the Jack-
sonville National Cemetery on Monday, 
April 26 at 10:30AM. A celebration of life 
will be held after at the Amato Family Resi-
dence at 1PM.

Donations in lieu of flowers can be giv-
en to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
at https://www.stjude.org/. 

Please sign the family’s online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com.

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.  (904) 
284-4000

Kenneth C. Amato

August Eppler 
On Monday, April 5, 2021, August Ep-

pler passed away at the age of 73. Augie 
was born in Jacksonville, Florida to Au-
gust and Helen Eppler, Sr. He worked as a 
landscaper and gardener and had a great 
passion for it. He married Sybil Crayton in 
1970 and together they raised their daugh-
ter, Jennifer.

One of his most 
prized possessions 
was his family. In 
addition to his wife 
and daughter, he 
is survived by his 
brother, Phillip, 
three grandchildren, 
Jessie, Hunter, and 
Rocky, and twin great 
grandchildren, Mad-
elyn, and Annabelle.

Augie had a gift of always knowing the 
answer to any question, our very own per-
sonal Google. He loved fishing, reading, 
and had a great love for music. He was also 
an amazing chef and could out cook any-
one in the family. He shared his hobbies 
with his family, always encouraging us to 
try new recipes, read his favorite authors 
and expanding our music and movie collec-
tions. He was known for his quick wit and 
he could always put a smile on everyone’s 
face with one of his dad jokes, or with a 
goofy prank. He is greatly missed and loved 
by all.

Augie was preceded in death by his 
parents, August and Helen, and his sister, 

Irene. 
Please sign the family’s online guest-

book at www.broadusraines.com
Arrangements are under the care of 

Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.  (904) 
284-4000

MORE OBITUARIES, 10
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Middleburg, FL 32068
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Grand OpeningGrand Opening

Assisted Living Facility 
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Tours and Entertainment provided 

Complimentary Valet Parking

RSVP Required due to limited seating and social distancing.  
hello@PalagioSeniorLiving.com or call 904-639-4700

ObituariesObituaries
Lucy ‘Peggy’ Mae 
(Robinson) Mechtel 

Lucy ‘Peggy’ Mae (Robinson) Mechtel 
passed away on April 8, 2021 at the age of 
85. She was born in Sutton West Virginia to 
Ira Robinson and Ruthie (Dobbins) Robinson 
on June 6, 1935. 

She graduated Gassaway High School 
class of 1956 with 
Honors and was a 
member of the Honor 
Society. She further 
took her education 
later in life to Fitch-
burg State in MA and 
Florida Junior College 
in FL. 

She went on to 
join the Civil Service 
(NASA) in California, 
where she met and 
married Robert Mechtel (1958) and had 3 
children: her daughter Cheryl (Mechtel) 
Gawron of NH, her son Steven Mechtel of 
FL. who predeceased her in 2002, and her 
son Robert ‘Robbie’ Mechtel II of FL. She 
also leaves behind her grandchildren: Jona-
than Levasseur of NH, Neil Levasseur of SC, 
Jovia Levasseur of CA, Danielle (Mechtel) 
Lampke of FL, and Nathaniel Moore of NH. 
She was a devoted mother to her children, 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchil-
dren. 

Lucy also leaves behind her sisters 
Martha Helen (Robinson) Lewis of FL, and 
Maysel ‘Cissy’ (Robinson) Hassel of FL., and 

was predeceased by her siblings Ira ‘Bud’ 
Jr., Evelyn, Joan, and Jerry, as well her half 
siblings Grace Helen, Velma Mae, Omer, 
Clarence, James, Edith, Harland Lee, and 
Mary Doll. She also had many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews throughout the 
United States. 

Lucy was an astute academic and life-
long achiever of many personal and profes-
sional accomplishments. Her career was 
highlighted by her dedication and devoted 
service to the United States government in 
the Civil Service as a Property Acquisitions 
Clerk and Contracting Agent, during which 
time she received numerous commenda-
tions and awards throughout her career. 

Her hobbies included sewing, cooking, 
playing and listening to music, reading, 
dancing, and world travel. Lucy spoke three 
languages fluently during her lifetime.  Lucy 
was a friend to untold numbers of people she 
met throughout her life’s journey and left 
her mark upon this world and the countless 
lives that she touched. Her loss is greatly 
felt, and she will be sorely missed. 

A celebration of her life has been planned 
to be held at Rafter Cross Cowboy Church, 
located at 16550 US-Alt 27, in Williston, 
FL 32696, on May 1st at 2:30 P.M. Anyone 
wishing to attend to celebrate her life is wel-
come. This is a casual affair as she would 
not want it any other way. Please note Covid 
protocols will be honored.  In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that you donate to the char-
ity of your choice in her remembrance.  

Lucy ‘Peggy’ Mae 
(Robinson) Mechtel

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – The First Kingsley 
Lake Community Block Party and Play-
ground Grand Re-Opening Ceremony will 
be on Saturday, April 24, from 4-8 p.m.

The playground is at 6110 Kingsley 
Lake Dr. Clay County Commissioner Betsy 
Condon will be part of the ceremony, along 
with county parks and recreation officials 

Eric Jones and Michelle Sharp.
The county installed new playground 

equipment. The event celebrates the re-
modeling project, as well as gradual end to 
a year of pandemic seclusion by providing 
an outdoor activity where neighbors can 
meet and greet safely, and enjoy music and 
fun for the entire family.

Re-opening ceremonies planned 
for Lake Kingsley Park playground

St. Simon
from page 4

Perry said friends and other local 
churches have offered donations. That’s 
why the GoFundMe account was estab-
lished.

“Some people were walking up to us on 
the site and saying ‘Here, I want to give 
you more, but take this.’ Wow. All of this 
is going into the building fund,” Perry said.

Perry, the church administrator, said 
investigators are convinced the fire was in-
tentionally set. However, he said the cause 
of the fire “isn’t associated” with a protest 
against religion or race. The news came as 
a relief at a time when the country is em-
broiled in social discord that’s intended to 
keep us divided.

“It’s good to talk about things and do-
ing the right thing,” Perry said. ‘We’re not 
trying to build an elaborate church. We’re 
trying to build back a church where we can 
actually have our worship and still service 
the good. We’ll have more space for Chris-
tian education. That’s what we really need. 
That’s why we began the expansion.

“We at St. Simon Baptist Church always 
kept the church doors open to all, who 
needed spiritual refuge, Christian educa-
tion and leadership.”

The church originally was built in 1965. 
It’s survived hurricanes and continued to 
offer spiritual fellowship during the Civil 
Rights Movement. The congregation de-
cided to buy the church in 2004 and they 
made their final payment in 2019. They 
already had $207,000 invested in the re-

modeling project when fire gutted it in a 
matter of minutes.

The church hasn’t been used since the 
beginning of the pandemic. That allowed 
construction crews unfettered access to 
the building at 1331 Miller St. Work al-
ready completed by contractors and sub-
contractors isn’t suspected as the cause, 
Perry said.

“There wasn’t anything flammable in 
there,” he said,

Nonetheless, parishioners vowed to 
move forward and rebuild. And since the 
church has been, and always will be, a val-
ued member of our community, it’s a proj-
ect we all can embrace.

We can start by going to GoFundMe and 
search for “Help St. Simon Rebuild Fire 
Destroyed Church.”

“Every little bit helps,” Perry said.
Sunday services have been moved to 

the parking lot. Perry said God’s work nev-
er ends.

“We would also like to convey our pro-
found appreciation to all the churches in 
the surrounding areas for their support, 
assistance, prayers and friendship,” Perry 
posted on GoFundMe.

“This event has made the passage of 
scripture in 1 Corinthians 12:26-27 even 
dearer to us. “And whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it; or 
one member be honored, all the members 
rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular.

“We implore and thank anyone who has 
a desire to help us in our effort to rebuild. 
May the Lord Bless you all for your prayers 
and generous donations; for God loveth a 
cheerful giver.”
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Middleburg’s Branan Field was original home for Blue Angels training

This aerial photo of Branan Field Outlying 
Landing Field in Middleburt was taken when 
the Navy’s Blue Angels used the base 80 
years ago for training. The area now is home 
to houses, a Walmart and Ascension St. 
Vincent’s Clay County.

Site now home of Walmart, 
housing development, 

St. Vincent’s Clay County

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG – A Walmart, a hospital and 
suburban homes now reside on top of Blue 
Angel history, but most people don’t know 
it.

That’s because one of the Blue Angels’ 
first practice spots was located at the 
Branan Field during the 1940s and early 
1950s. The Blue Angels were born out 
of NAS Jacksonville, just outside of Clay 
County, but the birthplace of their flight 
formations, tricks and demonstrations was 
in Clay County.

The Blue Angels were born at NAS JAX, but what a lot of people might not know is one of their 
original practice spots was located in Middleburg. Today it’s buried today under a Walmart and 
a hospital.

“It’s because of NAS JAX,” Clay County 
Archives historian Vishi Garig said. “They 
were born and stationed at the base, but 
they needed a new place to practice where 
they weren’t interrupted by other flight 
lines. When you can fly three minutes down 
the road and have clear air space, why not 
do that?”

The official name for the Middleburg-
based practice field was the Navy’s Branan 
Field Outlying Landing Field, or OLF, and it 
was named after the Branan family whose 
property was acquired by the military. The 
northwestern area of Middleburg was used 
for many different purposes during World 
War II, but after the war was over, it be-
came the demonstration practice field for 
what are now the most-popular flying jet 
groups in the world.

The OLF wasn’t a standard airfield run-

way. It looks more like a wagon wheel from 
above, with the individual spokes being the 
runways. Each runway was about 4,000 
feet long and the halfway point of each of 
the four runways met at a central point in 
the wagon wheel design.

“This OLF’s unique geometry made it 
particularly suitable for training Blue An-
gel pilots,” according to the archives. “The 
large symmetrical shape [an octagon or 
eight-sided polygon] of Branan Field OLF 
with its convergence of multiple 4,000-
foot runways facilitated visualization by 
pilots approaching a single central spot 
from various compass points in their jet 
aircraft.”

“Having no based units or aircraft and 
minimal facilities, an outlying landing field 
is used as a low-traffic location for flight 
training, without the risks and distractions 
of other traffic at a naval air station or 
other airport.”

Not too far from the OLF, about a mile 

south in Middleburg, a rectangular piece of 
land was used as the Spencer Bomb Range 
for “target practice for mainly inert, pow-
der-filled bombs.” The design was simple: a 
large rectangle with a circle in the middle. 
The circle was the target.

Despite the site’s history, the U.S. Navy 
sold the land in 1953, unfortunately with 
no care of historical preservation although 
who knew back then how big of a deal the 
Blue Angels would become decades later.

“For a while there, you could still see 
the spokes of the field, but obviously that’s 
not possible anymore,” Garig said.

What used to be the OLF training field 
eventually became subdivisions of homes, 
a Walmart, Ascension St. Vincent’s Clay 
County and other businesses likely are un-
aware they’re sitting on history.

According to archives, “Their original 
reputation was built over the skies of Clay 
County and on the runways of Branan Field 
OLF, in Middleburg Florida.”
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2219 CR 220 Unit 307 • Middleburg, FL • www.thefreshspotlounge.com

Monday - Closed
Tuesday Nights - Karaoke 8 - 11 w/ DJ Michelle
Wednesday Nights - Silent Disco Music Trivia 7 - 10 w/ DJ Reverb
Thursday Nights - Ladies Night
Friday Nights - Silent Disco Headphone Party
Saturday Nights - Saturday Night Live with a band or DJ
Sunday - Closed
 
Happy Hour Daily 4:30 - 8:00
 
Pool Table and Dart Board on Site

www.superiorlawnservicesllc.com

LAWN ANDLAWN AND
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATECALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(904) 402-3839(904) 402-3839

Residential and Commercial (very conscientious)

Family Owned & Operated Since 1987Family Owned & Operated Since 1987

•• Weeding & Pruning (flower bed maintenance)

•• Palm & Basic Tree Trimming

•• Hedge Maintenance

•• Spring / Fall Cleanups

•• Mowing •• Blowing 

•• Trimming •• Mulching 

•• Edging •• Sod Installation

NOW HIRING!
APPLY IN PERSON

CALL: 916-917-4123 or 904-364-0350 *5465
4627 J P Hall Blvd., Ste 204 • Green Cove Springs

We are hiring for all positions:
• Quality Tech
• Warehouse
• Production Workers
• Leads
• Supervisors
• Maintenance Helpers

STAFF  PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

Kandi Castonguay, left, reacts to throwing a bullseye at Valhalla Indoor Axe Throwing on Fleming Island, while co-owner Dan Davis offers instruction on the two-hand, overhead throw ahead of a 
session. The new business is a member of the International Axe Throwing Federation and soon will start hosting league play.

One throw at a time
Valhalla Indoor Axe Throwing provides entertaining, competitive ‘savage’ release
By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND – Kandi Castonguay 
didn’t take a warmup throw or stretched 
exercises before she quickly grabbed a 
small axe and hurled it toward a wooden 
target.

Whack!
Bullseye.
In one exhilarating, adrenaline-fueled 

burst, the operations manager at Island 
Dentistry unleashed her “savage” passion 
by tossing a razor-sharp hatchet, end over 

end, deep into a solid chunk of wood.
“This is good family fun,” Castonguay 

said.
Michele and Dan Davis opened Valhalla 

Indoor Axe Throwing at the Eagle Pass Ex-
ecutive Suites to provide a unique outlet 
for entertainment and competition. The fa-
cility is a member of the International Axe 
Throwing Federation, and it soon will be 
home to an all-woman’s marathon Valkyrie 
League. The first tournament is Aug. 14 
where teams will play eight league games 
in a single night. Valhalla already has 
competitors registered from Texas, North 

Carolina and New Jersey. Castonguay also 
plans to compete.

“We threw for the first time in Cana-
da,” Castonguay said. “Our family loved 
it. There’s a nice comfort zone, a healthy 
atmosphere. What I like about it is there’s 
not a strength component to it. It’s muscle 
memory. You can have a slight frame and 
still be competitive.”

Office and medical staff from Island 
Dentistry booked Valhalla last week for 
an afternoon office party. Castonguay re-
turned with her family two days later for 
an hour-long session.

“Something like this is long overdue,” 
she said. “Until this came along, the only 
family leagues were things like bowling 
and kids’ games.”

Axe throwing was a tool used by Viking 
warriors. Valhalla is the heaven in Norse 
mythology were slain heroes in battle go to 
be honored.

The Davises challenge newcomers and 
veterans alike to “Release Your Savage” 
the moment you pick up an axe.

Michele Davis said she threw her first 

SEE AXE,13
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Safe Animal Shelter | 2913 County Road 220 Middleburg | 904-276-7233 
 Wednesday-Sunday 12pm-5pm | www.safeanimalshelter.com
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Bruce
Hi! My name is Bruce and I am available for adoption at Safe Animal Shelter. I am about 6 
years old American Terrier Mix and I weigh about 55 pounds.  I am up to date on all my shots 
and I have been neutered and microchipped. I am an affectionate middle-aged canine who 
still has a lot of energy and loves chasing a ball. I play well with other dogs and walk well on a 
leash because I want you to enjoy going for walks as much as I do. I could benefit from some 
basic refreshing training.  I am ready to find home where I can share my love and be loved. If 
you are interested in being my forever home please come see me. 

Rat
Hi, my name is Rat, yes, my previous owner had a sense of humor I guess. I am a very loving 
1 year old female very chill that loves sunbathing and watching the world going bye on the 
window or the patio. It can take a few days for me to come out of my shell but I’ll give you all 
my attention and love after that. Who needs a velcro cat right? I have all my vaccinations, 
microchipped and spayed. Come and meet me at Safe Animal Shelter and we can chat.I have 
all my vaccinations, microchipped and spayed.
Please come meet me at Safe Animal Shelter, if you have children and/or another dogie, 
please bring him to meet me too and see how well we get along. I will not disappoint!

Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

Experienced, Professional and Full-time Realtor.

Kathy Dartt Realtor
Watson Realty Corp., REALTORS®

1395 Chaffee Road S.
Jacksonville, FL 32221

904-885-2971
kfdartt@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

WatsonRealtyCorp.com

ASK FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS ON A
PROPERTY THAT YOU’RE BUYING OR SELLING!

The Watson Way Is The Key To Your Next Home

SIMPLE, SAFE, SOLD!

20% OFF
your purchase

Cannot be combined with other offers.
Please present coupon for discount. One coupon per purchase.

Attic 20% Off Coupon.indd   1 10/20/2017   4:10:08 PM



SHOP THE ATTIC FOR 
UNEXPECTED TREASURES!
All sales from the Attic store benefits programs, patients and families 
served by Haven Hospice.  

WE PICK UP AND DELIVER!

821 Blanding Boulevard
904.215.7130

CT1

BeYourHaven.org/Attici

Clay High’s Johnson promoted 
to Commanding Officer for 
school’s NJROTC unit
By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay High junior 
Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Ca-
det Jane Johnson is a leader.

Since her freshman year, she has been 
a cadet with the program and has steadily 
risen through the ranks while demonstrat-
ing everything for which the program 
stands. Decorated multiple times, she now 
stands on the cusp of holding the highest 
cadet position, commanding officer of her 
unit, which she will take up the next school 
year.

“Cadet Jane Johnson was promoted 
to the Commanding Officer of the Clay HS 
NJROTC Unit on 09 April 2021 and will 
lead over 100 cadets for the 2021-2022 
school year,” said Ret. Sr. Naval Science 
Instructor Lt, Berley Rodabaugh. “This 
young lady was the Administrative Officer 
for the 2020-2021 school year as a junior. 
This job is typically reserved for a twelfth-
grade senior cadet; however, her maturi-
ty, commitment, and ability to do the job 
earned her the spot.”

Johnson isn’t just a model cadet but a 
model member of the Clay High student 
body. She has a 4.514 weighted GPA and 
is ranked 12th in a class of 442 students. 

She is on the “all A honor roll.” and is the 
Academic  team captain for the NJROTC 
Brain Brawls, a game resembling Jeopar-
dy. Johnson is also a member of the Varsity 
Marksmanship team and helped it qualify 
for the state-level competition in Anniston, 
Alabama. The team earned a sixth-place 
overall finish. She is on the drill team and 
competes against other schools that local 
active-duty U.S. Marines and Sailors judge. 

Earlier this month, Johnson was dec-
orated again, this time by the Patriots 
Chapter, National Society United States 
Daughters 1812. Julia Saldivar presented 
the award, a JROTC bronze medal and cer-
tificate. 

The award is given to a cadet who “who 
has demonstrated qualities of academic 
excellence, leadership, military discipline, 
dependability, patriotism and upright char-
acter in speech and habits, upon which our 
Nation was founded.” 

“One of the missions of NSUSD 1812 is 
to promote patriotism,” said Jo Ann Orren, 
president of the Patriots Chapter, NSUSD 
1812. “We do this by way of our National 
Defense Committee, which recognizes out-
standing high school seniors who are in-
volved in JROTC programs.”

Johnson has received some other deco-

rations: the Military Order of the World 
Wars Bronze Medal, the Military Officers 
Association of America ROTC Bronze Disc 
Pendant, the Daedalian JROTC Achieve-
ment Award, and Honor Cadet with two 
Bronze Stars in place of the third award.

Surprisingly, given all of her success as 
a cadet, Johnson is not a military brat. Her 
interest was sparked by family.

“My brother was actually in NJROTC 
before I went into it,” she said. “He con-
vinced me to join the unit because he was 
really involved, invested and he wanted to 

show me.”
Johnson is unsure whether or not she 

plans to join the military in the future, but 
says that it will likely be as a reservist if 
she does. She is unsure about her career 
plans but thinks that she will do something 
regarding politics.

The NSUSD 1812 was a great honor for 
her.

“Whenever I hear of an award being 
presented, I’m sort of just in shock because 
it’s such a great honor,” she said. “I feel a 
bit embarrassed and overwhelmed.”

Clay High’s Jane Johnson, right, was promoted to Commanding Officer for the school’s Navy 
JROTC unit. She will be in charge of more than 100 other cadets.
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•Free Delivery
•No Credit Needed

•6 Months Same  
As Cash

1115 Blanding Blvd, Suite 202
Orange Park, FL 32065

904-541-4266

INSURANCE RATES 
TOO HIGH?

WE 
CAN 

HELP!

• Been in business over 60 years
• Two locations in Clay County
• We can write ALL lines of insurance

 

Middleburg: 2361 Blanding Blvd.  • 904-282-7665
Keystone Heights: 333 S. Lawrence Blvd. • 352-473-7209 

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com
csr@georgerobertsins.com

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

We represent more than 30 A-Rated insurance companies 
providing you the best insurance at the best price.

Auto • Business • Home • Life/Health

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020Treasure your time. 
If you could eliminate the 
responsibilities of owning a 
home, how would you spend 
your time? 

“I’d spend more time 
playing cards with friends.” 

Call Today! 904-450-5718

3651 US Hwy  Fleming Island • Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-450-5718 or www.AllegroLiving.com

Congratulations to Allegro Fleming Island for receiving 
a deficiency-free state survey for the past  12 years. This 
means that the community has met or exceeded the 
state’s standard of care in all areas. 

Independent Living I Assisted Living | Memory Care

MANTIS
SERVICES, INC.

ARE YOU PROTECTED?
•  Three generations serving NE Florida
•  Veteran Owned & Operated
•  2 Time Award Winning Pest Control

Termite Swarm Season
is just around the corner...

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

ACTIVE DUTY • RETIRED MILITARY
FIRST RESPONDERS

10% OFF Initial Treatment
(904) 264-0480

mantislawn@comcast.net

Axe
from page 12

axe while she was visiting family up north. 
Like most, she instantly was impressed.

“We were looking for something to 
do,” she said. “From the very first day we 
threw an axe, we were hooked. Actually, 

Dan’s got some Viking blood.”
The couple moved to Clay County and 

decided to turn their passion into a busi-
ness. All eight throwing lanes are generally 
filled.

Valhalla allows competitors to bring 
their own drinks, including alcohol. Throw-
ers are provided axes and instruction on 
throwing with two hands, as well as single 
hand and underhand.

Michele Davis said Valhalla is offer-
ing a deal that allows four players for the 
price of three during April.

Although walk-ins are welcomed, 
throwers are encouraged to make a res-
ervation, Michele Davis said.

Valhalla is located at 4479 U.S. High-
way 17 on Fleming Island. For more in-
formation, visit vahallasavage.com or call 
(904) 375-8442.

Michele and Dan Davis

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Students from Key-
stone Heights High won ribbons and money 
at the Youth Creative Arts Contest during 
the Clay County Agriculture Fair.

Josh  Hankins, Michael Loftis, Tomyka 
Clark, Chason McKittrick, Madison Locke 
and Bethany Mulkey came away with many 
ribbons and prize money for their entries. 
Students entered string art in the shape of 
American flags, bead suncatchers, deco-

rated flower pots, painted paper projects, 
bowl and cup pottery.

One student, Heylie Stephens, compet-
ed in the adult creative arts section and 
won Best in Class and Best in Show for her 
handmade fabric doll.

Assistant Principal Sarah Den-
mark presented the students ribbons and 
prize money.

Keystone Heights students excel at fair’s 
Youth Creative Arts Contest
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Could it be 
a hernia? 
8 silent signs 

Schedule an appointment 

904.202.2019

The signs of a hernia are not always obvious. Most 
common is a bulge in the abdomen, but here are some 
other symptoms that you may be more likely to ignore: 

• Pain in the pelvic area
• Nausea and vomiting
• Fever
• Weakness and muscle fatigue in the 
 upper leg or groin
• Constipation
• Feeling full and bloated
• Heartburn
• Pain when lifting or coughing

If left untreated, your hernia could grow, get more painful, 
or even become dangerous at some point. And a hernia 
won’t go away on its own. The good news is, today’s 
minimally invasive hernia treatment options can offer you 
fast recovery.

Could it be a hernia? Find out today.

© Baptist Health 2021
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UPHOLSTERY ★ AUTO ★ BOAT ★ HOME

 CLAY COUNTY’S ONLY FABRIC STORE  CLAY COUNTY’S ONLY FABRIC STORE 

904-282-3229 • 2494 Blanding Blvd. Suite 10, Middleburg 

Manufacture Prices Manufacture Prices (Excludes Silks and Vinyls)(Excludes Silks and Vinyls)

ALL IN-STOREALL IN-STORE
FABRICSFABRICS

50% OFF50% OFF
DEBBIE’SDEBBIE’S

DECORATIVE FABRICSDECORATIVE FABRICS  
Custom Upholstery Workmanship at Reasonable RatesCustom Upholstery Workmanship at Reasonable Rates

County reverses course and will allow LGBTQ spread in Fleming Island yearbook
By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND – When a decision was 
made earlier during the school year to re-
move a page from the Fleming Island High 
yearbook featuring the LGBTQ community 
at the school, editor Hannah Coulter knew 
something had to be done.

So she began a change.org petition, 
which led to an agreement to feature a di-
versity spread in this year’s book.

“On Wednesday the 14th [of April], I was 
called into a meeting with some school ad-
ministrators, along with my teacher advi-
sor, where I was told the page wouldn’t be 
in our yearbook; in fact, there wasn’t any-
thing I could do, it was already too late due 
to printing,” said Coulter. “This angered 
me for mainly two reasons – Inez Nieves, 
the original producer of the culture page, 
wouldn’t have her cultural inclusion in our 
book, and my pride page wouldn’t be show-
casing our wonderful LGBTQ students. I 
was told it was because we had a GSA club, 
so we wouldn’t be needing a Pride page.” 

To Coulter, the reasoning made little 
sense because other clubs and groups at 
the school, such as JROTC, Bands and 
Advanced Placement, maintained a full 
spread in the yearbook.

Nieves, FIHS alumnus who currently 
attends college in Oregon, began a multi-
cultural page of the yearbook during her 
time at the school.

“I introduced a multicultural page my 
sophomore year of high school because I 
wanted people like me to feel represented 
in the yearbook they paid good money for,” 
she said. 

Coulter, who identifies as bisexual, said 
it’s important for the LGBTQ community to 
be represented. 

“Whoever’s decision it was, even if it 
was unintentional, felt homophobic. Stuff 

like this usually doesn’t bother me. Even 
though I’m a relatively bland-appearing 
bisexual, I still get called slurs often,” 
Coulter said. “It’s water off my back. When 
it’s something that affects my fellow stu-

dents, though? I’m like a moth on a flame. 
I’ve been in yearbook for four years. I know 
this may sound dramatic to some, but I 
consider myself a servant to the students. 
My ‘job’ in yearbook, regardless of whether 
or not I’m editor, is to serve them.”

After meetings with school administra-
tors and the chief academic officer on April 
15 and 16, a compromise was reached, 
with the pages returning via an add-on that 
will come with the yearbook.

A Clay County District Schools spokes-
person gave the following statement: “The 
district has been notified of a situation 
regarding the yearbook at Fleming Island 
High School. The district is currently in the 
process of investigating this situation. Clay 
County District Schools values the diver-
sity of all students and remains dedicated 
to positively promoting and supporting the 
students of Clay County.”

It is still unclear who made the original 
decision to remove the pages.

Cornhole competitors 
invade Clay County 

A total of 318 cornhole players from 
four states converged to the Cattleman’s 
Arena at the Clay County Fairgrounds 
on Saturday, April 17. The tournament 
beneftied area high school athletic 
departments, and it was the second 
American Cornhole League event for 
the Southeast Conference to be held in 
the county.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO THE TOWN OF PENNEY FARMS LAND DEVELOPMENT 

REGULATIONS – ARTICLE III
The Town proposes to adopt the following Ordinance: Ordinance 2021-01
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PENNEY FARMS, FLORIDA, AMENDING ARTICLE III, ADDING 

SECTION 3.02.05 – PROHIBITED USES – PROHIBITING THE CREATION OR ENLARGEMENT OF BORROW 
PITS IN THE TOWN LIMITS, PROVIDING FOR REPEALER, SEVERABILITY AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The following public hearings will be held on the Ordinance:
Planning and Zoning Commission: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Town Council: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
In the Town Council Chambers  of Town Hall, 4100 Clark Avenue, Penney Farms, Florida.
The public is invited to attend these public hearings to offer comments for or against the proposed change 

to the Town’s Land Development Regulations.  A copy of the proposed Ordinance is available for inspection at Town 
Hall, 4100 Clark Avenue, Penney Farms, Florida, during normal working hours of 7:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  Written comments may also be submitted.

Please be advised that if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission or the Town Council with respect to any matter considered at these scheduled public hearings, he/
she will need to ensure that a verbatim transcript of the proceedings is made, which record includes testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is based.

In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, any person needing a special accommodation to 
participate in this matter should contact the Town Clerk’s Office no later than three (3) days prior to the hearing or 
proceeding for which this notice has been give.

All interested individuals are invited to attend these public hearings.
By: Anita Cooper, Town Clerk
Town of Penney Farms
4100 Clark Avenue
Penney Farms, FL 32079
David Cooper, Town Manager

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – The county is jam packed 
with great local businesses from restau-
rants, to dance studios, to dry cleaners.

It’s Clay County’s local businesses 
that make the area such a unique spot in 
Florida, a state filled with Winn-Dixie and 
Publix supermarkets and a Chick-Fil-A 
on every other street, not to mention that 
little-known place called Disney World. 
Clay Today’s Best of Clay 2021 competition 
wrapped up its voting earlier this week, 
we asked readers what their favorite local 
businesses were and why they loved those 
businesses so much.

“There are so many great local busi-
nesses in Clay County,” Mimi Williams 
said. “Some of my favorites include Pat’s 
Nursery – family run and extremely knowl-
edgeable  – Steelmill Crossfit [Steel Mill 
Fleming Island] – amazing coaches that 
help achieve results – and of course, Ur-
ban Bean – best coffee and atmosphere by 
far.”

Karen Fey said one of her favorite 
businesses in Clay County is Green Cove 
Springs’ Spring Park Coffee. She said it has 
great ambience and consistently-excellent 
products. It always makes her soul feel 
better after a quick Spring Park Coffee visit 
and a blended coffee, she said.

Keeping with the food industry, Frank 
Brewer said Gerald’s Restaurant is their 
favorite business in the county.

“Talk about looking out for the commu-
nity...every Thanksgiving, he feeds anyone 
and everyone a full meal and has a Blue-
grass band for entertainment,” Brewer 
said. “Customers and employees volunteer 
their time to take care of each other. No-
body has to be alone on this special holi-
day.”

Doug Deters said his favorite business 
is The Carpet Man in Orange Park, by the 
Orange Park Mall. He said it’s a local busi-
ness with “deep local ties and the best 
prices and services in Northeast Florida.”

“My favorite business is No Limits 
Dance Studio, Inc.,” Jami Maxwell-Bloe-
dow said. “My daughter joined the team 

Clay County businesses thrive thanks to the support of the community and when asked what 
some of their favorites are, residents responded with restaurants, dance studios, coffee shops, 
gyms and more.

Facebook question of the week
What makes Clay County businesses so unique?

there last year and was brought into a 
family of friends that are like sisters – not 
just a team. The positive and encouraging 
atmosphere the instructors provide helps 
the girls believe in themselves, which is so 
important in life.

“They truly love each student and help 
them grow and develop their own unique 
styles, all while teaching them the disci-
pline and perseverance that is necessary 
to reach their goals, which will carry over 
into their future and all they set out to do.”

Clay Today currently is tabulating the 
results of more than 350 categories, and 
winners will be announced in May.

It’s safe to say that Clay County busi-
nesses are loved by the community. What’s 
your favorite local business in the area? 
Let us know by responding to the Facebook 
Question of the Week and be sure to follow 
the official Clay Today Newspaper Face-
book page so you don’t miss this week’s 
upcoming question. 

OP Council
from page 6

law, he was asked to resign.
He was given a settlement offer that 

required Barker to waive his rights and 
his position as the fire chief. Donnelly said 
by signing, Barker would have waived his 
ability to pursue legal remedies under the 
Florida Whistleblower laws.

Town attorney Rob Bradley stopped 
Donnelly a couple of times throughout his 
presentation to explain Bradley’s claims 
may not have violated law. Bradley said he 
disagreed with much of what Donnelly said 
in regards to law, especially in regards to 
the Florida Firefighter Bill of Rights, which 
Donnelly claimed Barker was protected. 
Bradley, however, said that because Bark-
er’s position was more administrative than 
anything else, he was not protected under 
that bill of rights.

When Campbell spoke, she said many of 
Donnelly’s claims were false. She also said 
the item on the agenda, which was asking 
the Town Council to vote on Campbell’s 
recommendation had nothing to do with 
the “illegal bank account” – something she 
said wasn’t illegal. Bradley said the “illegal 
bank account” was propped up as dramatic 
moment, but that in reality, it has nothing 
to do with Campbell’s resignation request.

“The town accountant came to me with 
a bank statement and asked if I knew about 
it and I did not,” she said during the meet-
ing. “But that’s not illegal. It was for the 
Explorer Posts [which has to do with a lo-
cal Boy Scouts of America troop]. It was 
a bank account created before I was the 
town manager.”

Campbell said the town’s finance de-

partment asked her to find out about the 
account and she was informed one of the 
fire department employees was the only 
signee on the account. Donnelly and Bark-
er earlier argued was not OK, and Barker 
should have at least been on the account 
if it was an account under the fire depart-
ment’s jurisdiction.

Campbell said when she saw that em-
ployee’s name on the account, she immedi-
ately knew it was for the Explorer Post and 
it was set up for the explorers to buy food 
and gas when they travel for competitions. 
The leadership of the town at that point 
thought it was appropriate for that to be a 
separate bank account, Campbell said.

After learning of this, Campbell spoke 
to Barker and asked if it should remain a 
separate account or a town account and 
Barker told Campbell that it should be a 
town account, she said. She contacted the 
signee and they turned in the funds from 
the account to the town’s finance depart-
ment in the form of a check.

“It was really a non-issue and really an 
administrative issue,” Campbell said. “The 
account was closed and the funds were 
turned over to the town. Explorers is a 
protected account under the town’s budget 
for the fire department.”

Campbell said it’s three incidents lead-
ing to Barker’s potential firing. She said 
Barker tasked one of his employees in 
question with reviewing and editing a de-
partment policy and that this employee 
spent an entire day working on it. This 
policy was about chain of command, which 
sees employees with complaints, questions 
or concerns going through multiple chains 
of command before reaching Campbell.

“After the policy was issued, Barker 
contacted [another employee in the fire de-

partment that was the subordinate of the 
employee Barker had review and edit the 
policy procedure] and asked if anyone was 
complaining about the policy,” Campbell 
said. “Barker then says he was just mess-
ing with [the employee that reviewed and 
edited the policy] and that it was a joke.”

Campbell said the employee was very 
upset to learn it was a joke and a prank. 
He didn’t find it funny and he didn’t think it 
was a joke, she said. He thought it was in-
appropriate and he thought his supervisor 
[Barker] had gone behind his back to talk 
to a subordinate privately, which broke the 
policy he had just reviewed and edited.

Campbell said Barker denied that this 

“joke” incident had ever occurred so she 
contacted the people involved again to 
double check and she said she has reason 
to believe that all of it occurred and that 
Barker denying it ever happened was a 
show of extreme “dishonesty.”

“I believed [their testimonies] to be ac-
curate...as they had no reason to fabricate 
the story against Barker,” Campbell said, 
explaining how the person Barker told 
it was a joke to was friends with Barker 
and wouldn’t make up a story to get him 
in trouble. “To me, that was the final straw 
and when it was a question of dishonesty, 

SEE OP COUNCIL, 22
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Police Briefs

Cameron KirkCorey Binderim

Shellie Ramey

Woman caught with underwear 
filled with drugs at the jail

ORANGE PARK – A woman being booked 
for a traffic warrant now faces a multitude 
of charges after Clay County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputies found drugs stuffed in her un-
derwear.

Shellie Ann Truitt 
Ramey, 24, of Mid-
dleburg, was charged 
with possession of 
methamphetamine, 
fentanyl, cocaine and 
Buprenorphine/Nal-
oxone, as well as in-
troducing contraband 
into the Clay County 
Jail.

According to the arrest report, a de-
tention officer noticed a “bulge” during 
her body scan. She was taken into the re-
stroom, where deputies found a bag filled 
with the drugs and dozens of small unused 
plastic bags. Deputies also found another 
substance, but they weren’t able to iden-
tify it.

Ramey’s bond was set at $125,015.

Grand jury indicts two Clay
men for first-degree murder

CLAY COUNTY – A newly-impaneled 
Clay County grand jury returned first-de-
gree murder indictments last week of two 
men, including a contractor charged with 
killing his client and dumping her body at 
the Rosemary Hill Landfill.

Corey Louis Binderim, 46, was charged 
with killing Susan Mauldin, a Fleming Is-
land resident, after she hired him to do 

a $12,000 remodel of a bathroom at her 
Harbor Island subdivision home on Oct. 
23 or 24, 2019. Her body eventually was 
found at the Chesser Island Road Landfill 
in Folkston, Ga., after it originally was left 
at Rosemary Hill.

The Spring Session grand jury also in-
dicted Cameron Wesley Kirk, 42, of shoot-
ing his mother, Paula Kirk, to death in their 
Middleburg home sometime between Feb. 
1, 2020, and May 12, 2020, and wrapping 
her body in plastic and leaving it in his ga-
rage.

According to the indictment, Binderim 
is accused of returning to Mauldin’s home 
after she threatened to report him for 
not completing the remodeling project. At 
some point, investigators believe she was 
either beaten or strangled to death. Bind-
erim then was recorded on store surveil-
lance at The Home Depot on State Road 
220 buying cement and large trash bags.

Investigators said Mauldin’s body was 
left at Rosemary Hill, where trash is then 
transferred to the South Georgia location. 
Detectives alerted officials at Chesser Is-
land and had the area roped off was Rose-
mary Hill trash was unloaded. The Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office, State Attorney’s 

Office and the FBI found her body.
Binderim already was at the Duval 

County Jail after being charged with tak-
ing money and not completing a project 
for another client. He was returned to 
Clay County on March 3, 2019, after being 
charged with second-degree murder.

The grand jury decided first-degree 
charges, as well as tampering with evi-
dence and assault and battery during rob-
bery also were part of the indictment. His 
next appearance is scheduled for May 4.

CCSO deputies responded to Kirk’s 
home after a friend reported the 65-year-
old woman missing. Kirk told deputies he 
hadn’t seen her mother for nearly two 
months. Kirk told them he believed she 
went to South Florida with an unidentified 
man.

Deputies asked if they could look at her 
bedroom to see if anything was out of the 
ordinary. Once they were inside the home, 
they detected the “faint odor of human 
decomposition.” They also found all her 
clothes still in the bedroom.

Her body then was found in the garage 
when deputies served a search warrant.

Kirk admitted to punching his mother in 
the face during an argument, according to 
the arrest report, and continuing the beat-
ing while she tried to run through the living 
room. She eventually landed on the floor 
following the beating. Kirk told investiga-
tors he then took a shotgun from his bed-
room and shot his mother in the head.

Kirk left his mother in a spare bedroom 
for two days before moving it into the ga-
rage, CCSO said.

He also was charged with abusing a 
dead human body.

Kirk is due back in court on May 26.

FDLE: Daniels sent 
$60,000 to former mistress 

during their affair
CLAY COUNTY – Former Clay Coun-

ty Sheriff Darryl Daniels told investi-
gators he gave his former mistress 
$60,000 during an affair that started 
when both worked at the Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Office.

The Florida Department of Law En-
forcement released 33 files of evidence 
it plans to use against Daniels after he 
was charged with one count of tamper-
ing with evidence and three counts of 
giving false information to law enforce-
ment after he demanded his mistress, 
former JSO jailer Cierra Smith, be 
arrested last August for stalking him. 
Smith was briefly detained and taken 
to the Clay County Jail, but she was 
released before being booked because 
a chief and undersheriff decided there 
wasn’t probable cause.

Daniels was arrested five days be-
fore he ran for re-election in the Aug. 
18 primary. He lost to Michelle Cook, 
and days later he was suspended by 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis. Cook was 
selected to serve the final few months 
of Daniels’ term before she was sworn 
into office in January.

The State Attorney’s Office offered 
Daniels a deal before the primary, of-
fering him a chance to escape prose-
cution if he dropped from the race and 
promised not to run for sheriff again. 
He refused.

Now he faces charges of trying to 
delete or destroy information on his 
cellphone which reportedly proved 
nearly 200 calls and texts between 
Daniels and Smith.

FDLE released a taped interview 
with Daniels where he admitted to ex-
changing nude photos with Smith. He 
denied having sex with Smith at the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office or in his 
patrol truck.

Daniels’ next online court appear-
ance is scheduled for May 4.

Arrests & Bookings
(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). Key: 

FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving Without a 
License-Suspended or Revoked; DUI-Driving Under 
the Influence; VOP-Violation of Probation; BAL-
blood alcohol level. There are no assumptions or 
representations about guilt or innocence. Anyone 
arrested or booked is presumed innocent.

Tuesday, April 20
Josephine S. Vargas, 39, Fleming Island, FTA-

petit theft, FTA-DWLSR
Megan J. Hahnenberg, 20, Fleming Island, 

possession-marijuana, possession/use-drug 
paraphernalia

Eric L. Tillman, 31, Orange Park, possession-
marijuana

Amy S. Moore, 41, Orange Park, DUI with 
property damage

David W. Keefe, 58, Green Cove Springs, pos-
session-cocaine

Christopher P. Bushey, 29, Middleburg, disor-
derly intoxication, trespassing

Amanda J. Pfadenhauer, 34, Middleburg, FTA
Robin L. Vojik, 39, Fleming Island, DUI
Arthur J. Green, 29, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft

Ian L. Davenport, 18, Orange Park, burglary
Helen K. West, 50, Middleburg, two counts 

FTA
Daniel C. Raymore, 20, Green Cove Springs, 

in-state person electronic transfer to harm mi-
nor, use of two-way communication device to 
facilitate felony

Robert E. Reynolds, 42, Orange Park, tres-
passing

Donald W. Combs, 48, Middleburg, criminal 
mischief

Walter J. Scott, 51, Green Cove Springs, fugi-
tive from justice

Dalton W. Carver, 23, Middleburg, grand 
theft

Steven M. Adams, 24, Green Cove Springs, 
petit theft

Everett J. Brooks, 22, Fleming Island, five 
counts burglary

Cesar A. Torres, 18, Fleming Island, five 
counts burglary, grand theft auto

Lennell L. Everett, 20, Fleming Island, five 
counts burglary

Everett J. Brooks, 22, Fleming Island, DWSLR
Heather B. Tyrie, 50, Fleming Island, simple 

domestic battery

Monday, April 19
Joseph A. Brown, 51, Middleburg, DUI with 

property damage
Jammar Hills, 22, Orange Park, simple bat-

tery
Wendell K. White, 33, Middleburg, VOP-com-

munity control
Samantha E. Gallagher, 30, Orange Park, FTA
Nyhunta R.Y. Augustin, 20, Green Cove 

Springs, FTA-driving without valid license
Frederick E. McNeill, 21, Green Cove Springs, 

FTA-larceny
Desiree A. Shingler, 34, Keystone Heights, 

possession-marijuana, possession/use-drug 
paraphernalia

Richard C. Devore, 32, Orange Park, grand 
theft auto, VOP-DUI

Cherokee N. Drafts, 20, Green Cove Springs, 
possession-methamphetamine

Wesley E. Kight, 61, Green Cove Springs, 
simple battery

Emory T. Nickmeyer, 28, Orange Park, simple 
battery

SEE ARRESTS, 19
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State Farm: Create a disaster plan before the storm arrives
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – During the peak of storm 
season, our greatest concern is for the 
safety of everyone who will be affected by 
a storm. State Farm encourages all resi-
dents in the projected path of any storm 
to protect themselves and their property.

The agency suggests the following 
preparation tips:

Before
• Create a safe room. If you’re at home, 

pick a place in the home where family 
members can gather if a tornado is headed 
your way. One basic rule is to avoid win-
dows. An exploding window can injure or 
kill.

• If there is no basement, go to an in-
side room, without windows, on the low-
est floor. This could be a center hallway, 
bathroom, or closet. For added protec-
tion, get under something sturdy such as 
a heavy table or workbench. If possible, 
cover your body with a blanket, sleeping 
bag, or mattress, and protect your head 
with anything available--even your hands. 
Avoid taking shelter where there are heavy 
objects, such as pianos or refrigerators, on 
the area of floor that is directly above you. 
They could fall though the floor if the tor-
nado strikes your house.

• Move garbage cans, patio furniture, 

and other large objects inside.
• Put together an emergency kit. The kit 

should include basics such as water, food, 
first aid, blankets and important docu-
ments.

• Evacuation – Follow your local au-
thority’s evacuation process. Fill your ve-
hicle’s gas tank. Don’t forget medications, 
identification and cash.

After
• If you have damage, contact your in-

surance agent/company immediately. State 
Farm customers can call 1-800-SF-CLAIM, 
their agent or report their claim online at 
www.statefarm.com.

• Avoid driving if possible. If you have 
to travel, turn around if the road is flooded 
or blocked by debris.

• Stay away from downed power lines. 
Anything touching the power line can carry 
a charge. Report the downed line and avoid 
the area.

Clean Up
• Examine the area for hazards: Before 

any cleanup, survey the property. If there 
are any unusual odors, water near electri-
cal appliances or outlets, the structure of 
the building is questionable, or you see any 
chemicals in the water, check with your lo-
cal authorities like Clay County Emergency 
Management and utilities to make sure it’s 
safe to return.

• Use proper safety gear, such as gog-
gles, hard hats, masks, heavy gloves, and 
waterproof boots, begin the cleanup pro-
cess.

• Make temporary repairs to avoid fur-
ther damage to your property. Take plenty 
of photos and receipt for repairs.

• Document everything: To assist with 
the insurance claim process, be sure to 
document items you throw out. Save your 
receipts, photograph the items and by mak-
ing a room-by-room inventory of missing 
or damaged goods. Include manufacturers’ 
names, dates and places of purchase and 
prices, if possible.

• Find a qualified license contractor to 
complete any repairs. Insist on a detailed, 
written estimate clearly stating the quan-
tity of materials needed. Avoid signing any 
repair contracts without reviewing first 
with your insurance company.

Bruce A. Matthews, 38, Orange Park, simple 
battery

Christopher S. Bray, 19, Orange Park, DUI
Alexis M. Brooks, 18, Orange Park, battery on 

police/firefighter/EMT, resist/obstruct/oppose 
police

Sunday, April 18
Austin S. Hare, 26, Orange Park, DUI with 

property damage
Anitrius C. Miller, 36, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft
Hezekiah P. Lucas, 26, simple domestic bat-

tery
Shawna M. Orlowski, 27, Orange Park, do-

mestic battery
Itzel A.G. Castro, 28, Orange Park, vandalism
Tasha M.B. Sullivan, 32, Orange Park, simple 

battery, child abuse

Saturday, April 17
Mathew L. Zummo, 34, Orange Park, ag-

gravated assault with deadly weapon, resist/
obstruct/oppose police

Tyler R. Besherse, 26, Fleming Island, DUI 
with property damage

Melanie M. Mosley, 54, Green Cove Springs, 
two counts simple battery

Jonathan N. Dalexis, 25, Orange Park, retail 
petit theft

Savali S.S. Kemp, 38, Orange Park, non-sup-
port (Duval), retail petit theft

Cassie L. Davis, 31, Keystone Heights, bur-
glary, trespassing

Arrests
from page 18

Rubin N. Hill, 47, Orange Park, four counts 
criminal mischief

Audrey N. Hughes, 41, Orange Park, grand 
theft auto, three counts possession-controlled 
substance

Tamara L. Williams, 37, Orange Park, retail 
petit theft

Vanessa Melendez, 44, Middleburg, DUI
Ryan C. Parker, 35, Orange Park, simple bat-

tery
Todd Trabosci, 52, Orange Park, DUI

Friday, April 16
Kristinia E. Furman, 33, Orange Park, con-

tempt of court
Stephen E. Bonnette, 40, Green Cove 

Springs, DUI
Trinity A. Green, 20, Middleburg, grand theft
Tyler Cyriaque, 24, Middleburg, grand theft 

auto
Rafael A.V. Hidalgo, 20, Green Cove Springs, 

FTA-DWLSR
Christopher J. Schwab, 39, Green Cove 

Springs, non-support
Ricky L. Taylor, 25, Orange Park, simple bat-

tery
Heather M. Babinski, 37, Green Cove Springs, 

felony battery
Charles J. Spencer, 40, Green Cove Springs, 

non-support
Pricilla N. Peterson, 20, Orange Park, retail 

petit theft
Eden P. Clark, 19, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft
Jacob M.G. Collier, 45, Keystone Heights, do-

mestic battery
Richard H. Adams, 47, Green Cove Springs, 

vandalism, battery on police/firefighter/EMT

Michael J. Cole, 18, Orange Park, FTA
Darsean R.W. Johnson, 25, Orange Park, vio-

lation of condition for release
Jesse L. Harwell, 30, Orange Park, violation of 

condition for release
Maylyn A. Smith, 22, Middleburg, DUI
Gary G. Lemerand, 20, Orange Park, VOP-

community control
Michael A. Stiers, 45, Middleburg, simple do-

mestic battery
Charles T. Shad, 50, Fleming Island, DUI

Thursday, April 15
Brandon T. Wilson, 30, Green Cove Springs, 

DUI
Benjamin M. Carley, 40, Orange Park, simple 

domestic battery
Reggie J. Norman, 61, Middleburg, simple 

domestic battery
Renee S. Johnson, 55, possession-Adderall
Jared R. Atkins, 29, Orange Park, simple do-

mestic battery
Derreck T. Anthon, 30, Orange Park, posses-

sion-marijuana
William J. Muldrew, 39, Green Cove Springs, 

child abuse
James C. Owens, 44, Green Cove Springs, 

DWLSR-habitual offender
Timothy J. Henderson, 46, Green Cove 

Springs, VOP-burglary
Isaac Crowder, 27, Orange Park, VOP-at-

tempted homicide, VOP-battery, VOP-resisting 
officer

Johnnie L. Greene, 45, Green Cove Springs, 
FTA-driving without valid license

Nicole M. Dombroski, 37, Green Cove 
Springs, two counts FTA-trespassing

Wednesday, April 14
Judy L. Estren, 61, Fleming Island, DUI
David A. Arendt, 53, Middleburg, grand theft
David W. Arnett, 50, Orange Park, grand theft
Dalton R. Hooks, 25, Orange Park, resist/

obstruct/oppose police, DWLSR, giving false 
name/ID, failure to register

Dominic A.L. Hobbs, 18, Orange Park, tres-
passing

Bryce A. Sides, 19, Middleburg, simple bat-
tery

Bernard R. Degolyer, 18, Middleburg, simple 
battery

Katherine M. Curl, 65, Orange Park, DUI
Sean F. Kane, 53, Green Cove Springs, FTA-

DWLSR
Christopher T. Sapp, 33, Green Cove Springs, 

possession-methamphetamine, possession-
fentanyl, possession-marijuana, possession/use-
drug paraphernalia

Ezekiel Z. Assefa, 22, Orange Park, two 
counts simple domestic battery

James P. Wright, 38, Middleburg, VOP-com-
munity control

Shawn Z. Akers, 46, Green Cove Springs, 
VOP-larceny, VOP-criminal mischief with prop-
erty damage, VOP-trespassing

Shellie A.T. Ramey, 24, Green Cove Springs, 
possession-methamphetamine, possession-
fentanyl, possession-controlled substance, pos-
session-cocaine, introduce/remove contraband 
into jail

David P. Stearns, 61, Green Cove Springs, 
VOP-felony traffic violation

James D. Pearson, 49, Orange Park, posses-
sion/use-drug paraphernalia

Leslie A. Armstrong, 55, Orange Park, grand 
theft auto
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COOK
UP SOMETHING GOOD

JAX PBS
(Channel 7.1, Comcast Channel 8 & 440)

New Orleans Cooking
with Kevin Belton

SAT AT 2PM

Kitchen Queens:
New Orleans

SAT AT 2:30PM

Firefighter wants to be ‘a driving 
force for them to want to apply 

themselves more to climb the ladder’

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

CAMP BLANDING – Clay County Fire and 
Rescue Capt. Rodney Townsend loves his 
job. The veteran firefighter, who admit-
tedly was afraid of fire trucks as a child, 
would rather not be doing anything else 
now.

“Believe it or not, when I was a child 
growing up, I was scared of fire trucks,” 
he said. “I could be in the house playing 
and hear fire trucks screaming by. I’d run 
in the room and jump under the bed. I 
thought they were coming for me.”

His career as a firefighter began with 
applying to Jacksonville Fire and Rescue 
Department, which at the time was look-
ing for minority candidates to join the 
force. He was selected and passed the 
training.

Townsend has made the most of the op-
portunities in his life. He is a Jacksonville 
native who served in the U.S. Army for 
one enlistment as a field artillery repair-
man. In addition to being a veteran, he has 
been a daycare owner with his first wife 
and a restauranteur. He also served with 
Jacksonville Fire and Rescue for more 
than twelve years before transferring to 
Clay County’s Camp Blanding Station 25. 
He holds undergraduate and advanced de-
grees as a registered nurse from Florida 
State College at Jacksonville, bachelor’s 
in Business Administration from Edward 
Waters College and a master’s from Colton 
University in Public Administration. Now, 
and perhaps most importantly, he has 
made history in his current position. 

Townsend has earned the rank of cap-
tain and, in doing so, has become the first 
Black to attain the positions of both lieu-
tenant and captain in the department.

“For me, it was a major accomplish-
ment,” he said. “I kind of got to the point 
where I was content with just being a lieu-
tenant and as the years went by, I thought 
‘Maybe I want to be a captain.’” He says 
that being extremely busy with life [teach-

Townsend becomes first 
Black to earn the rank of 
lieutenant, captain at CCFR

ing Paramedic courses at Keiser Univer-
sity] didn’t allow him to focus on prep for 
the exam and he didn’t pass on his first two 
tries. Finally, he locked in. 

“I said, I’m going to make captain be-
cause if I’m going to retire here in about 
six years, I want to be as high as I can,” 
Townsend said. He passed the test and was 
formally promoted in May 2020.

For Townsend, a big part of the job is its 
simplicity. And helping people.

“Sometimes we help people in their 
worst time and the worst of the worst time 
of their need,” he said. “For them, it’s an 
emergency. So, for us, it’s an emergency – 
weather it’s a toothache, a stumped toe or 
whatever it might be. No matter how minor 
it is or how serious it is, it’s an emergency 
and we treat it as such.”

Townsend wants people to know the 
opportunity is there for everybody. Some-
times you might fall short, but you have to 
pick yourself back up and know what to for 
next time.

“As far as future employees or other 
minority employees, whether black, His-
panic, or whatever, the opportunity is 
there. It’s just a matter of how much you 
want to apply yourself,” he said. “I hope 
by me doing it they can see, ‘well you know 
what, it can be done,’ and it can be a driv-
ing force for them to want to apply them-
selves more to climb the ladder.”

Townsend believes he is a good role 
model. He has a mantra that he believes in 
strongly and passes it onto everyone.

“Don’t fight against the system; make 
the system work for you and your family 
and for others,” he said.

  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
BURGART TOWING, INC gives 

Notice of Public Forecolosure of Lien 
and intent to sell these vehicles on May 7, 

2021, 12:00 at 4360 County Road 218, 
Middleburg, FL 32068-4852, pursuant to sub-

section 713.78 of the Florida Statutes. 
BURGART ENTERPRISES TOWING, INC. 

reserves the right to accept or reject any and/
or all bids.

1FALP62W4VH148907 1997 Ford
4T1BF18B8XU304565 1999 Toyota

Legal published April 22, 2021 in Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper.

Dye Clay YMCA hosting 
healthy day for children 

on Saturday
ORANGE PARK – Following a year of 

social distancing, lack of in-person events 
and endless screen time, the First Coast 
YMCA is celebrating what makes a child 
a healthy child during its annual Healthy 
Kids Day on Saturday.

 Clay County residents are welcome 
to join the Dye Clay YMCA on Saturday to 
participate in free family events that en-
courage a carefree day for children while 
teaching families how to develop and 
maintain healthy routines at home this 
summer. Activities are listed below with a 
news release for more information about 
Healthy Kids Day:

10:15–10:45 a.m.: Kids Zumba, Kids 
Boot Camp, Sports Clinic

11–11:30 a.m.: Kids Zumba, Kids Boot 
Camp, Wee Chefs, Sports Clinic

10 a.m.-noon: Summer Camp, Splash 
Fun Swim Lessons
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To benefit educational services for seniors provided by Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park.
www.tscoop.org

CH30937 “A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES 

NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.”

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

Chris Bass

Clay County Senior 
Adult Advocacy Council

Peggy and Joe 
Grantham

Pauline Moore

Chuck and Julie 
Smithers

Mike and Kathy 
Vallencourt

BRONZE SPONSORS
By Your Side Senior Care

Canterfield of Clay County

Clay Today

Community Hospice & 
Palliative Care

David and Connie Eden

David and Carolyn 
Humphrey

Fran Isert

Mike Jorgenson, Senior 
Counsel, Attorney at Law

Ken and Ruth Johansen

Susan Stobe

George and Suzanne Tower

Chester and Mary Ann Witczak

THE SHAD
FINANCIAL GROUP

AT MORGAN STANLEY

GOLDEN YEARS GALAGOLDEN YEARS GALA
Celebrating and Recognizing Senior Adults in Clay County

Tickets On Sale Now!

Sullivan Hall
Wednesday, May 5, 2021

Breakfast Begins at 8:30 a.m. with Live Auction by Senator Aaron Bean 

 

Awards Program with Ernie Cohen, Emcee.

Individual Ticket Donation: $50
(100% of your donation is for senior educational services and is tax deductible.) 

Credit cards accepted.  Go to www.tscoop.org and click Donate button.  
Contact 904-269-5315  for ticket purchase. 

Limited Seating!

 

 

Clay County Senior Awards Honorees 

Join in honoring senior adults for outstanding volunteer service to their community.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Esther Lee

Elmer Posick, Mike Youngblood Margo Hay, Doris Wellner

Volunteer Men of the Year Volunteer Women of the Year

Golden Years Gala Sponsors

Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park Volunteer of the Year
Suzanne Tower

Stores provide nonprofit 
group $4,000 to fix trailer 

after it was stolen last year

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – A Clay Humane mobile 
veterinarian unit stolen last year was 
gutted and left in shambles before police 
found it in Gainesville. Now, almost a year 
later, it’s looking better than ever.

That’s thanks to a $4,000 check from 
Clay County Walmarts given to the non-
profit animal services center on Tuesday, 
April 20. The check, along with donations 
from elsewhere, helped Clay Humane re-
store, if not upgrade, its mobile veterinary 
unit’

“When we learned that their mobile 
unit had been stolen [and ransacked], we 
looked into finding a way to help,” Blanding 
Boulevard Walmart store manager Julian 
Spirollari said. “And that’s what we’re here 
to do today.”

Clay Humane’s mobile vet unit was 
stolen last June and found a week later in 

Clay Walmarts band together to refurbish Clay Humane mobile veterinary unit
Gainesville. The new unit is wrapped with 
Clay Humane insignia and massive pic-
tures of cats and dogs. The older unit didn’t 
have any identifying logos, which made it 
tougher to track down. Clay Humane ex-
ecutive director Linda Welzant said the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office was great at 
tracking it down. A week later, it was back 
home. It needed a lot of work, though, and 
Walmart, MWI Veterinary Supply, Custom 
Graphics and Melissa Lockhard helped 
make the work possible.

“Walmart’s money is what helped us get 
it back up and running,” Welzant said.

Spirollari said every Walmart is given 
money from a grant to put back into the 
community. Spirollari said when he learned 
that Clay Humane needed help, he spoke 
with managers at the other Clay County 
Walmart locations and they pitched in to 
increase the donation to $4,000.

The work is complete and now the unit 
is adorned with pictures of the nonprofit’s 
employee’s animals. It’s also in tip-top 
shape to get back to what it’s best at do-
ing: taking Clay Humane’s services on the 
road.

Clay County Walmarts banded together to donate $4,000 to Clay Humane to help the non-
profit organization repair its mobile veterinary unit.

“A big thing with it is our natural disas-
ter response,” Welzant said.

Welzant said the unit is taken to di-
saster sites to take care of the animals 
on the scene. It’s also used to bring Clay 
Humane’s services to those pets who can’t 
necessarily be taken to the organization’s 
facility in Orange Park.

An extra-large check was given to Wel-
zant and Clay Humane right in front of the 
newly-remodeled mobile unit on Tuesday 
by Spirollari and Walmart asset protection 
representative Mare Howell.

Howell said community checks are giv-
en to nonprofit organizations like Clay Hu-

mane throughout each year. Walmart also 
donates money to Ridgeview High’s JROTC 
program, among many other community 
programs and partners.

While it’s unfortunate the mobile unit 
was stolen last year, a year where COV-
ID-19 plagued the world which made re-
pairing the unit at the time impossible, it 
being stolen led to its improved condition.

“Clay Humane would like to express our 
appreciation to Spirollari with Walmart, 
MWI Veterinary Supply, Custom Graphics 
and Melissa Lockhard for coming to the 
rescue in the restoration of our returned 
mobile veterinary unit,” Welzant said.

Facility
from page 2

Nagle said. “At this time, three of those 
positions are filled. Our animal control of-
ficers are responsible for the entire country 
except for Orange Park, and we respond to 
calls every day of the week, all 365 days of 
the year.”

Nagle said they had 3,597 calls last year 
and 9,063 executable actions last year. The 
shelter’s live release rate is greater than 
90%, which means the shelter is a no-kill 
shelter.

“With all of that...what’s needed in a 
new facility?” Nagle asked. “Twenty-eight 
thousand square feet of space is needed to 
house 100 dogs and 100 cats. The idea is 
that (a building of that size) should take us 
through the next 10 years with the possibil-
ity for expansion if needed after that.”

The cost for that will run around $10 

million. There’s $714,000 in design work 
on the current budget with $7 million in 
construction costs for the 2023-24 capital 
improvement plan. That doesn’t necessar-
ily mean it’s happening. It just means some 
of the money is there, but something could 
happen to divert the money elsewhere.

The shelter’s veterinarian, Dr. Jennifer 
Broadhurst, said everyone at the facility 
would “love to see the new shelter built 
sooner rather than later.” She said one 
surgery table would be great, but multiple 
would be even better, especially since so 
many interns and college students come to 
Clay’s animal services facility to shadow.

Everyone agrees the need for a shelter 
is there. It’s now just a matter of deter-
mining when it will be addressed.

“I think we have a good plan for the 
coming years,” commissioner Betsy Con-
don said.
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For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com
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For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com
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For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING BY THE FLEMING ISLAND PLANTATION 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

A public hearing will be conducted by the Board of Supervisors (“Board”) of the Fleming Island Plantation Commu-
nity Development District (“District”) on Tuesday, May 25, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., at the Splash Park, located at 1510 Calming 
Water Drive, Fleming Island, Florida 32003.

In accordance with Chapters 190 and 120, Florida Statutes, the District hereby gives the public notice of its intent 
to adopt its amended Amenities Policies and Procedures (together, “Amended Amenity Rules”), all of which govern the 
operation of the District’s amenity facilities and other properties.

The purpose and effect of the Amended Amenity Rules is to provide for efficient and effective District operations 
of the District’s amenities facilities and properties by setting policies, regulations, rates, and fees to implement the pro-
visions of Section 190.035, Florida Statutes. Prior Notice of Rule Development was published in Clay Today on Thursday, 
April 15, 2021.

The Amended Amenity Rules will address certain revisions to the District’s rules and policies governing the opera-
tion of the District’s amenity facilities and other properties.  Proposed rates include:

   Current Rate  Proposed Rate Range
Splash Park Gathering Room, half  (Medium) $75 - $125  (2 hours) $75 - $125  (2 hours)
Maximum 50 People  $150  (4 hours)  $150 - $225  (4 hours)

Splash Park Gathering Room, full (Large) $125  (2 hours)  $125 - $200  (2 hours)
Maximum 100 people  $225  (4 hours)  $225 - $300  (4 hours)

Gazebo  $100  (2 hours)  Not Available
  $150  (4 hours)  $ 150 - $250  (4 hours)
Lifeguard Services for Pool Patron 
Event Rentals in Excess of 10 Attendees N/A   $50 (2 hours)

Specific legal authority for the rule includes Sections 190.035(2), 190.011(5), 190.012, 120.54, 120.69 and 120.81, 
Florida Statutes (2020).  

Any person who wishes to provide the District with a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative as provided by 
Section 120.541(1), Florida Statutes, must do so in writing within twenty-one (21) days after publication of this notice. 

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE TIME, DATE, AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

 TIME AND DATE:  6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 25, 2021
 
 PLACE:     The Splash Park
    1510 Calming Water Drive
    Fleming Island, Florida 32003
 
This public hearing may be continued to a date, time, and place to be specified on the record at the hearing.  If 

anyone chooses to appeal any decision of the Board with respect to any matter considered at a public hearing held in 
response to a request for such a public hearing, such person will need a record of the proceedings and should accord-
ingly ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made which includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
such appeal is to be based. 

One or more Supervisors may participate in the public hearing by telephone.  At the above location, if a public 
hearing is requested, there will be present a speaker telephone so that any interested party can attend the public hear-
ing at the above location and be fully informed of the discussions taking place either in person or by speaker telephone 
device.

A copy of the proposed Amended Amenity Rules may be obtained by contacting the District Manager, Janice 
Eggleton Davis, c/o Inframark, 12574 Flagler Center Boulevard, Suite 101, Jacksonville, Florida 32258, Ph: (904) 436-4102.

Janice Eggleton Davis
District Manager

Legal notice published April 21, 2021 in Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper.

Calendar of Events
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet April 22 at the 
Montgomery Presbyterian Conference Center, 88 
DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is April 22 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 
Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 
784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 22 at 10 a.m. at the 
Zoning Department Conference Room, third floor 
of Administration Building, 477, Houston St., in 
Green Cove Springs.

ELDERSOURCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS/
FINANCE COMMITTEE: will meet April 23 at 1 
p.m. on Zoom. To participate, visit https://us02web.
zoom,us/j/83627584805 or call (929) 436-2866 and 
use meeting ID 836 2758 4805 #.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT STORE: is 
open April 24 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 130 Kingsley 
Ave.

KINGSLEY LAKE COMMUNITY BLOCK PARK: and 
playground grand re-opening ceremony is April 24 
from 4-8 p.m. at Lake Kingsley Park, 6110 Kingsley 
Lake Dr., Keystone Heights.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar is 
April 26 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 60 
and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 
Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 
784-8486.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will conduct a 
workshop on April 27 at 9 a.m. at the District Multi-
Purpose Room, at Fleming Island High, 2233 Village 
Square Pkwy., on Fleming Island.

ELDERSOURCE TAI CHI FOR ARTHRITIS: virtual 
webinar is April 26 from 9:30 a.m.-noon for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 

Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 
784-8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE EXERCISE 
FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual webinar is 
April 26 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and 
older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-
8486.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is April 27 from 1-2 p.m. for seniors 60 and 
older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-
8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE EXERCISE 
FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual webinar is 
April 28 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and 
older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-
8486.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 29 at 10 a.m. at the 
Zoning Department Conference Room, third floor 
of Administration Building, 477, Houston St., in 
Green Cove Springs.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet April 29 at the 
Montgomery Presbyterian Conference Center, 88 
DE 75th St., Starke, at 7:30 a.m.

ELDERSOURCE MATTER OF BALANCE: virtual 
webinar is April 29 from 9:45-11:45 a.m. for seniors 
60 and older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area 
Health Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 
784-8486.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT STORE: is 
open May 1 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 130 Kingsley 
Ave.

ELDERSOURCE CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: virtual webinar is 
May 3 from 9:30 a.m.-noon a.m. for seniors 60 and 

he couldn’t be honest and own up to his 
actions.”

Campbell said it was the third incident 
that demonstrated dishonesty that led to 
her asking him to resign.

“It’s not something I take lightly,” she 
said. I’ve handled the town’s [human re-
sources] for a number of years. We have 
to do it with compassion and integrity, but 
you’ve charged us with a certain set of 
rules. The town’s code has been violated. 
Our number one core value is integrity, 
so when I believe a department head has 
lied to me on three occasions in rapid suc-
cession, I no longer trust him to be on the 
leadership team. He was given the oppor-
tunity to resign and he denied that oppor-
tunity so here we are today.”

OP Council
from page 17

The council and everyone in the room 
was somewhat taken by surprise at every-
thing that played out that night. They were 
supposed to either vote yes to approve 
Campbell’s recommendation to fire Barker 
or no to reject her recommendation. The 
majority of the council felt that it needed 
more time to make this decision, and per-
haps more importantly, they wanted more 
of the information about everything argued 
during the meeting. They voted 3-2, with 
mayor Alan Watt and council member Vir-
ginia Hall voting no, to table the item.

A special meeting will be held next 
week to discuss in more detail this poten-
tial firing. Bradley recommended the coun-
cil make a decision sooner rather than 
later as it’s an important nobody should be 
left in limbo, especially considering that 
the possibility for litigation.

older. To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-
8486.

ELDERSOURCE GENTLE JOINT-SAFE EXERCISE 
FOR STIFFNESS/BALANCE: virtual webinar is 

May 3 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. for seniors 60 and older. 
To sign up, call Northeast Florida Area Health 
Education Center at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 784-
8486.
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Story by Mike Zima
Correspondent

NEPTUNE BEACH - Fleming Island High 
lacrosse striker Will Krupsky scored six 
goals as he and teammate Luke Schreiober 
led the sharpshooting Fleming Island High 
School boys lacrosse team to a 16-8 win 
at Neptune Beach Fletcher in the District 
2-2A championship game on Thursday, 
April 15. The championship win comes 
after a season start that had four straight 
losses followed by eight regular season 
wins including plus two playoff games.

The win was Fleming Island’s 10th in 
a row, a streak that started with a 15-8 
home win over Fletcher on March 3. The 
Golden Eagles, now 10-4, will host a re-
gional final against Ocala Forest  (13-4)
on Friday, April 23 at Fleming Island High 
School. Opposite Fleming Island’s side of 
the bracket, Creekside (12-4) will travel to 
Lake Mary (16-1) for their playoff game. 
Creekside defeated Fleming Island 17-7 
on February 24 as the second of the four 
losses that started the season. Fleming 
Island beat Fletcher 15-8 on March 3 in 
the first game of the 10 game win streak 
with Krupsky scoring four goals; three in 
the first quarter to a 9-1 early lead.

Against Fletcher, Krupsky scored half 
his goals on dodges from the right wing. 
The sophomore used shoulder, leg or shot 
fakes to duck inside his defender and shoot 
before a second defender could close. At 
6’2”, Krupsky is an inviting target on the 
inside, and worked himself free in front of 
the net to score his other three goals off of 
feeds from teammates.

“Will can shoot left- or right-handed,“ 
said Fleming Island head coach John Haw-
ley after the game. “He puts in so much 
work, the sky is the limit.”

As dominant as Krupsky was, Schreiber 
had an even bigger impact. The senior de-
fenseman caused three turnovers, scooped 
a game-high 10 ground balls, scored three 
goals and had an assist. Even with a long 
pole, Schreiber was accurate when left 

Winless start ends with district title

Fleming Island boys lacrosse upends Fletcher

The Fleming Island High School boys lacrosse team celebrates their district championship win after defeating Fletcher 16-8. Fleming Island will 
advance into region playoff competition with a home game Fri., April 23 against Ocala Forest.

open to snipe the goal from the top of the 
box.

“Luke can play any position,” said Haw-
ley. “He is such as a threat, even as a de-
fenseman, that we leave him out there on 

offense.”
The key sequence came at the end of 

the first half and the beginning of the third 
quarter. The Golden Eagles had a 7-1 lead 
when Fleming Island’s Jack Halstead was 

called for a three minute, non-releasable 
penalty. When the Senators’ Aiden Heil-
man scored thirty seconds into the man-

SEE LACROSSE, 24

SEE SWEATT,  23

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor 
Also excerpts from U of West Florida 
Athletics

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. – The 20th-ranked 
University of West Florida softball team, 
with three Oakleaf High state champion 
softball graduates on the roster, split a 
doubleheader at Flagler College on Thurs-
day afternoon, dominating in Game 2 af-
ter falling to a late-inning home run in the 
opener.

With the split, UWF is 26-11 on the 
year. Kelsey Sweatt

Sweatt continues pitching 
prowess with 13 strikeouts

For the University of West Flordia, 
Kelsey Sweatt, one of three college Divi-
sion I pitchers from the Oakleaf High line-
ups under coach Christina Thompson that 
won a state title (2017) and enjoyed nu-
merous Final Four runs, struck out 13 bat-
ters over seven innings in a one-hitter in 
Game 2, marking the third time this year 
that she has recorded 10 or more strike-
outs and tying her single-game high that 
was set last year. She and West Georgia’s 
Morgan Goree are the only pitchers in the 
Gulf South Conference with three games 
with 10 or more strikeouts this season.
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Reed Davis
Jacksonville University Soccer

Reed Davis, a two-time Mr. Florida 
soccer award winner for Fleming 

Island High School and also a state 
champion player, now a sophomore 
midfielder at Jacksonville University 
was named an All-Tournament player 

for the ASUN Championship game 
won by the Dolphins.

Jaeda McFarland
University of Maryland Softball

Jaeda McFarland, a freshman softball 
player at the University of Maryland and 
a graduate of Oakleaf High School was 

named a Big Ten Co-Freshman of the Week 
in March for her outstanding play at bat; 

triple, double, single, runs scored in 9-1 win 
over Michigan State University. 
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up opportunity, it appeared as though 
the hosts might claw their way back into 
the game. But the Golden Eagles’ Parker 
Flagg won the ensuing faceoff, and Flem-
ing Island maintained possession for 
the remaining 1:27 of the half. Then the 
Golden Eagles scored a short-handed goal 
on the first possession of the second half 
when Krupsky cut to the goal and con-
verted a deft feed from Zach Lestrange. 
Flagg again won the faceoff, and Fleming 
Island held the ball for the duration of the 
penalty time.

“To stay essentially neutral there, that 
that was huge,” Hawley said of the pen-
alty kill.

Flaggs’ faceoff wins were as timely as 
they were unlikely, as Fletcher won 17 of 
the 25 draws. The Golden Eagles evened 
out possession time by causing 15 turn-
overs, relentlessly pressuring the hosts 
every time they held the ball in their own 
end. Instead of heading to the sidelines to 
be replaced by defensive middies or even 
long poles, the Fleming Island midfield-

Lacrosse
from page 24

ers remained on the field and locked on to 
their midfield counterparts. Meanwhile, 
Hawley stationed an attack on each side 
of the goal, where they wreaked havoc as 
the Senators tried to work the ball upfield. 
Junior Alex Bergin scored the opening goal 
of the game by knocking the ball out of 
Fletcher goaltender Bryce Kanatck’s stick 
behind the goal, scooping it up and outrun-
ning Kanatch to the crease.

Fleming Island also countered Fletch-
er’s faceoff advantage with shooting accu-
racy. The Golden Eagles put 20 of their 31 
shots on goal, while the Senators did so on 
just 13 of 23 shots. Hawley has had his of-
fense report to practice 25 minutes early 
for the last three weeks to work exclusively 
on shooting.

“We focused on it, and our shooting has 
improved significantly,” he said.

Shaeffer Clark had a trick for the Ea-
gles, Hayden Spiller had two goals and 
Lestrange notched a single goal.

Heilman and Nico Degance, both ju-
niors, had three goals apiece for the Sena-
tors, who end their season at 9-3. 

UWF put together its own scoring 
threats in the fourth and fifth innings, 
though no runs would score.

Flagler broke the scoreless tie in the 
sixth inning with a two-run home run from 
first baseman Alyssa Velez, and that would 
be the only scoring in the game.

Garcia got two at bats; a flyout to cen-
terfield in the third inning and a groundout 
in the sixth inning.

Gilbert’s start continued a string of sol-
id outings from the Chipley, Florida, native. 
Since March 28, she has a 1.46 ERA over 
24.0 innings and a .165 opponent batting 
average that stretches across her last five 
appearances.

West Florida next play at West Georgia 
on April 24-25. 

In other college softball action, Oak-
leaf High’s Alex Acevedo, also a member 
of the 2017 state champions, is a a senior 
infielder for the Syracuse University soft-
ball team. Acevedo has playing time in six 
games; North Carolina, Campbell, Boston 
College and, most recently, Florida State 
University. Aceved has six at bats with one 

Sweatt
from page 23

Also a starter for the Argonauts, short-
stop Mika Garcia is a staple in the infield 
and one of West Florida top baserunners. 

At catcher, West Florida utilized Ange-
la Agurkis with senior catcher Jacqueline 
Poling.

GAME 2: UWF 7, Flagler 0
Kelsey Sweatt threw a gem against the 

Saints in Game 2. She threw seven innings 
and struck out 13 in her third shutout of 
the year, improving her record to 12-3 
with the victory. She became the second 
pitcher in the GSC this season to hit the 
100-strikeout mark.

Sweatt has kicked into another gear in 
April, with 48 strikeouts over 33.0 innings 
across six outings this month and a 1.91 
ERA during that time. Each of her three 
appearances with 10 or more strikeouts 
have come in April, as well.

West Florida gave Sweatt plenty of of-
fense and quickly got ahead with a four-
spot in the second inning to take a 4-0 
lead. Jacquelynne Poling scored on a 
bases-loaded grounder from Mika Garcia 
that was bobbled in the infield by Flagler, 
and Howard brought in two with a sharp 
ground ball up the middle and a throwing 
error from Flagler pitcher Madelyn Wise.

Garcia finished with three at bats; one 
run scored and one run batted in. Garcia 
was left on base twice.

Agurkis batted three times and had one 

strikeout. 
In the second inning, Agurkis smashed 

a long fly ball to right field. Garcia reached 
base on an error at shortstop and scored 
Poling who had doubled as leadoff batter. 
Garcia would advance to second then score 
off an error on a second shortstop error.

In the third, Agurkis struckout and Gar-
cia popped out to second base.

In the fifth, Agurkis grounded out to 
shortstop with Garcia reaching on a field-
er’s choice grounder, then reaching second 
base on a wild pitch.

Kara Wilson capped off the scoring with 
an RBI single to shortstop.

UWF added three more runs in the 
fourth, starting with a leadoff single from 
Howard, who also stole second. Wilson 
drove in Howard with another RBI single, 
and Ally Merrill hit her sixth home run of 
the season just a batter later to stretch the 
lead to 7-0.

Wilson and Merrill each had two RBIs 
in the game, and Wilson, Poling, and Kayla 
Mayo had two hits apiece.

GAME 1: UWF 0, Flagler 2
Starting pitchers Grace Gilbert and 

Kyra Gipson battled in Game 1, with Fla-
gler’s Gipson and the Saints coming out 
on top after a late home run. 

Angela Agurkis Mika Garcia

SEE BASEBALL,  25
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Basketball Skills Training For 3-8th Grade • Coach Jim Martin

Register Online at:
Abovebasketballacademy.com

Click on Clay County Registration

 Annunciation Catholic School
 1610 Blanding Blvd., Middleburg

904-347-8272

10% off 1st month using code “Clay”

CONCRETE & DIRT WORK free estimates 904-303-7284

Commercial & Residential
No job too big or too small!

• Concrete (prep, form, pour, finish, stamping)

  • Grading • Dirt Work 
• Clearing Lots • Installing Culverts

JETT CONCRETE WORKS

Baseball
from page 24

run batted in against Boston.
At Florida State University (now 31-5, 

ninth ranked in NCAA Div. I) is redshirt 
freshman pitcher Brianna Enter of St. 
Johns Country Day School. 

Enter played in 13 games in the COVID-
shortened 2020 season with a one win, two 
loss record and a 4.12 earned runs against 
average. 

In 2021, Enter has one appearance.
At the University of Central Florida 

(30-12-1), pitcher Madi Davis is a redshirt 
sophomore. In 2020, Davis finished with a 
5.25 ERA with three appearances. 

McFarland: Big Ten Co-Freshman of the 
Week

At the University of Maryland, former 
Oakleaf High outfielder Jaeda McFarland 
is a freshman with 28 starts in 28 games 
and a .322 batting average off 90 at bats. 
McFarland has 29 hits; four doubles, four 
triples, one homer and 12 RBIs. 

In an April 9 game with Michigan State, 
McFarland had three at bats with a triple 
and a double in a 9-1 Maryland win. 

In the first inning, McFarland doubled, 
then scored off two grounders.

McFarland was named a Big Ten Co-
Freshman of the Week for the Michigan 
State series with McFarland’s honor the 
first for Maryland since March 2020. Mc-
Farland notched eight putouts, and lead 
the team in runs (5) on five hits with an 
impressive .833 slugging percentage 
throughout the series. Her fifth hit at the 
plate was a triple that set her up to score 
the game winning run on Saturday night for 
the Terps to take the series over the Spar-
tans 5-4 (3-1 overall). McFarland’s perfor-
mance has extended her appearance at the 
top of the team leader board with 13 runs 
and 27 hits overall.  

The freshman also leads in several 
other team categories including RBIs (12), 
doubles (4), triples (4), stolen bases (7), 
total bases (42), and game starts (24). She 
is currently first overall in the Big Ten in 
triples (4), sixth in fielding with 56 putouts 
and a 1.000 percentage, and 16th in hitting 
with her .342 average - one of the youngest 
players throughout the conference to ap-
pear on any list. 

In the third, McFarland tripled down 
the right field line, then scored off a double 
to put Maryland up 3-0. 

McFarland

Arturo

In the fourth, McFarland singled, 
reached third on a throwing error then 
scored off a singled to put Maryland up 
7-1. 

At Pensacola State College (23-6), 
Jaycie Brookshire, a power hitting first 
baseman for Oakleaf, is a freshman first 
baseman with 14 games played and a .250 
batting average. Brookshire has six RBIs. 

In her most recent game, Brookshire, in 
an 11-6  win over Northwest Florida State 
College, had four at bats; one hit, one RBI 
and two strikeouts while being left on base 
twice.

At Palm Beach Atlantic University 
(12-11), sophomore pitcher Cambria Ar-
turo is a transfer pitcher from Jacksonville 
University after graduating Oakleaf High 
School. 

Arturo holds a 3.24 ERA with a 3-6 
record in nine game starts and 11 ap-
pearances. Arturo has struck out 37 bat-
ters with 55 hits against in 62.2 innings 
pitched. 

Arturo’s most recent game action was 
a no-hit losing 1-0 effort against Rollins 
College. Arturo struck out seven and gave 
up no hits in the loss. Rollins scored off an 
infield error and sacrifice bunt in the top of 
the seventh inning. 

Jacksonville wins 
ASUN soccer title
Former Fleming Island High soccer 
standout Reed Davis, now a mid-
fielder at Jacksonville University, was 
named to the ASUN All Tournament 
team with three teammates after the 
Dolphins defeated Florida Gulf Coast 
University 2-0 in the championship 
game. Davis is tied as the team’s 
lead goal scorer with five goals in 12 
games. Jacksonville (7-4-1) will next 
play in the NCAA Division I champi-
onship tournament on Thurs., April 
29 against Patriot League Champion 
American University (4-1-2) in Win-
ston-Salem, NC. The winner will play 
top seed Clemson on Sun., May 2. 

By Mike Zima, Correspondent

FLEMING ISLAND - Fleming Island High 
lacrosse forward Isabella Marx scored 
seven goals in the final game of her re-
cord-setting high school career as host 

Marx breaks goals record; 
Lady Eagles finish 11-4

Isabella Marx

Fleming Island pulled away in the second 
half for a 12-4 win over St. Augustine Pe-
dro Menendez on April 9 in the season fi-
nale of an outstanding season that finished 
wiht 11 wins, four losses.

Marx entered the game needing six 
goals to reach the 100 mark in her Fleming 
Island career, a milestone she seemed un-
likely to reach when she tallied just one in 
the first half. But the senior attack heated 
up in the final two quarters, finding the net 
six times to put the Golden Eagles comfort-
ably ahead and push her total to 101.

“Izzy is one of those players that can 
really turn it on,” said Fleming Island head 
coach Chris Peterson. “When that hap-
pens, I like to just sit back and watch her 
take control.”

Quarterbacking the Golden Eagles at-
tack from behind the net, Marx found suc-
cess with a series of drives around the 
goal. She now holds the Fleming Island 
girls lacrosse records for goals in a sea-
son, points in a season, career goals and 
career points.

Fleming Island led 4-0 at halftime. 
Goaltender Libby Pittman and Katie 
Townsend kept the Pirates at bay while the 

SEE MARX, 26
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Plan to attend the

2021
John Miller Memorial

Golf Classic

Local Charities
Charities served: 4-H Club, 
Boy Scouts Troop #577, 
Clay High Scholarships, 
Challenge Enterprises, 
Charles E. Ben-nett Ele-
mentary, Friends of the 
Green Cove Spring Library, 
Green Cove Springs Food 
Pantry, J.P. Hall Charities, 
Mobility Worldwide (P.E.T. 
Project), The Way Free 
Medical Clinic, Shepherd 
Center, PACE Center for 
Girls, and more...

Where: Magnolia Point Golf & Country Club

When:  Monday, May 3, 2021
 10:30am Registration
 11:30am Lunch
 1:00pm Shotgun Tee Time

Cost:  $75 per individual, $300 per team $100 Hole   
 Sponsor (Business or honor a friend or  
 family member)

What:  Includes golf, lunch, after-play food, range 
balls, proximity games, play certificate, door prizes, 
awards for 1st place team, and hole-in-one prizes.

Online registration and payment available at: 
greencovespringsrotary.com

Contacts for Questions:
Steve Hollingsworth at shollingsworth@ 
clayelectric.com (904) 509-7787 or

Nancy Keating at NancyK@ 
challengeenterprises.org (904) 813-6722 or

David Fieber at david.fieber@edwardjones.com

Marx
from page 25
Fleming Island offense struggled. Pittman, 
who finished with 10 saves and a spar-
kling 57.1 percent save percentage, turned 
away every Menendez shot in the first half 
while Townsend put the clamps on Pirates 
leading scorer Raina Richard.

“Katie is so tough and physical and it 
make it a great matchup,” said Peterson. 
“We thought if we could contain Richard 
then we would have a good chance.”

Maya Dawson scored twice for the 
Golden Eagles, who end the 2021 season 
with an 11-4 mark. Fellow seniors Gab-
by Rochester and Summer Knight each 
notched one goal, as did sophomore Jillian 

LaBelle.
Fleming Island’s seven seniors have a 

special bond with Peterson, being the first 
group that the fourth-year head coach got 
to mentor from their freshman year for-
ward.

“I love all of them and they will leave 
huge shoes to fill,” he said. “They exemplify 
the tremendous work ethic, dedication and 
the will to be successful, and to top it off, 
they are genuinely whole-heartedly good 
people.”

Fleming Island played this season as 
an independent, meaning that they will not 
participate in the FHSAA playoffs. Peter-
son’s understanding is that in 2022, the 
Golden Eagles will rejoin the FHSAA, be 
assigned to a district and participate in the 
playoffs. Menendez fell to 7-6

Seamark Mud Run Action: Lots of muck
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PUZZLE
FUN

Time Warp 1962
WHO, WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER?

Kurnitsky: Wilt’s 100 points
By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - In 1962, Wilt Chamber-
lain, a 7-foot center for the NBA’s Phila-
delphia Warriors, unleashed 36 baskets 
and hit 28 of 32 free throws to score an 
astounding 100 points in a 169-147 regu-
lar season win against the New York Knick-
erbockers in a small gym in Hershey, PA.

For Orange Park High School boys bas-
ketball coach Derek Kurnitsky, that sport-
ing performance has been chosen as his 
“Time Warp” event.

“I’ve been coaching basketball a long 
time and have never gotten a team to 
score 100 points,” said Kurnitsky, him-
self a high school basketball player with 
an 18 point effort as his high point career 
mark. “To think in that era, without a three 
point shot, a player could score like that 
is amazing.”

Chamberlain’s iconic 100 point game is 
the start point of a new series set for a Clay 
Today’s sports pages as we look at a TIME 
WARP opportunity to see a sporting event 
or meet a sports personality. Fans are en-
couraged to email or text their names with 
the sporting moment that captured their 
imagination to Clay Today Sports Editor 
Randy Lefko at 904-477-0407 or Randy@
OPCFLA.com.

Comparing Chamberlain’s accomplish-
ment to the modern era, the statistic 
that is revealing to Chamberlain’s scor-
ing ability is Los Angeles Lakers’ guard 
Kobe Bryant’s 81 points in 2006 only be-
cause Chamberlain took took 63 shots in 
his game; making 36. Bryant shot just 46 
shots, but had seven three pointers (21 
points) at his behest.

“Chamberlain was a definitely a low 
post player that took hook shots, finger 
rolls and lots of dunks,” said Kurnitsky. 
“The NBA had to change some rules be-
cause he had so many dunks. He also made 
a lot of free throws which in this era, many 
big men are not good at.”
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T
H

E NATION

’S

G
U

T T E R G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**
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PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!
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2The leading consumer reporting 
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1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Off er valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

Cable Price Increase Again? Switch To
DIRECTV & Save + get a $100 visa
gift card! Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply. Call Now!
1-855-773-0527

Health Service/
Medical

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in
24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-855-959-7825

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you have $10,000
or more in unsecured debt?

Get a FREE debt relief
consultation today.

www.number1debtexperts.com

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST

Tax Service

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE

Months! 1-833-304-2083
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to

8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:
Call 1-877-316-7129

Home
Improvements

Financial
Service

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espanol

888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Convenient home shipping for monitors, test strips, insulin 

810-0063

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable Nano 

career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans & Families! To learn more, call 
888-449-1713

professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725

apply. 1-888-796-8850

Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-
2490

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance - not a discount plan. 

50plus.com/58 #6258

as 70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

ment. 1-866-825-6523

877-929-9587

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all major systems & appliances. 30-

833-872-2545

951-7214

Health Service/
Medical

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (t)

FLEA MARKET
FLEET RESERVE ASSOC. 91

5391 COLLINS RD
JACKSONVILLE

SAT. APRIL 24TH &
SUN APRIL 25TH 9 AM TO 4 PM

INSIDE & OUTSIDE
Limited spaces available. Call
264-2833 to reserve space for

booth

We have Clinics
STATEWIDE.
Medical
Marijuana Clinics,
call today!
Call 1-833-420-0421

Miscellaneous

** Magnolia Point **
Community Yard Sale

3616 Magnolia Point Blvd.
(entry through front gate only)

Green Cove Springs
Saturday, April 24

8am - 4pm
Open to the Public

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

Autos For Sale

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
Computers

& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classifi ed ads make 
fi nding a car easy.

Classifi ed ads are 
great for fi nding 

those perfect pets.

Classifi ed ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classifi ed ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classifi ed ads 
making fi nding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it or fi nd it with 
Classifi ed ads. For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

Medical Supplies

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply. 1-855-340-3064

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

It is a very easy process.  
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 
904-579-2153 to request the 

necessary form. It will run in our 
legal section for one week for $35

Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name with 
the state and need to run a fictitious 

name advertisement?  

STARTING A STARTING A 
NEW BUSINESS?NEW BUSINESS?

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-972-5518

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

New Discovery Eliminates Prostate
Problems! Natural
Prostate Relief Solution!
More Control, Less Bathroom
Trips, Better Sleep, Improved
Performance
60 Day Guarantee
& FREE Shipping
15% Discount Coupon: control01
Visit: FloZyte.com

Thinking about installing anew show-
er? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation.
Enjoyyour shower again! Call
1-844-230-0741 today to see how
you can save $1,000 oninstallation,
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/fl
media

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-956-3567

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, pre-
vention, & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE

TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousHealth, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Satellite Sales
& Service Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

PUBLIC SALE
Atlantic Self Storage PUBLIC SALE
will be on May 13, 2021 at 10:00 AM
starting location: 1075 Blanding
Blvd. Orange Park, FL 32065 - Unit
147 - Anita Marie Robson
Those listed above are delinquent in
rent and under FL Statute 83.806 the
contents of their units will be sold at
Public Sale with a 10% Buyer's
Premium. The above units contain
household goods and personal items
unless otherwise noted. All Vehicles
are sold AS-IS, PARTS ONLY. Terms
of sale are CASH ONLY, due at the
end of each Public Sale.
Legal 47663 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-000185

IN RE: ESTATE OF CAROL V.
SLACK A/K/A CAROL VIVIAN
SLACK
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Carol V. Slack a/k/a Carol Vivian
Slack, deceased, whose date of death
was January 17, 2021, is pending in
the Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is 825 N. Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or

NOTICE OF
WORKSHOP

OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
The Board of County Commissioners
of Clay County, Florida, will hold a
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
Workshop on Thursday, April 29,
2021 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the
BCC Meeting Room, 4th floor, Clay
County Administration Building, 477
Houston Street, Green Cove Springs,
Florida.
All interested persons are invited to
attend and be heard at the meeting.
Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida
Statutes, a person deciding to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the meeting of the Board or any
subsequent meeting to which the
B o a r d  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  i t s
deliberations is advised that such
person will need a record of all
proceedings and may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of all
proceeding is made, which must
include the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans
With Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact the Clay County ADA
Coordinator by mail at Post Office
Box 1366, Green Cove Springs,
Florida 32043, or by telephone at
number (904) 269-6376, no later than
three (3) days prior to the meeting
for which this notice has been given.
Hearing impaired persons can
access the foregoing telephone
number by contacting the Florida
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770
(Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).
Legal 47612 published April 22, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE OF
LANDOWNERS'
MEETING AND

ELECTION AND MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS OF THE
ANABELLE ISLAND

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given to the public
and all landowners within the
Anabelle Island Community
Development District (the "District"),
the location of which is generally
described as comprising a parcel or
parcels of land containing
approximately 164.13 acres,
generally located near Russell Road
and Sandridge Road in Clay County,
Florida, advising that a meeting of
landowners will be held for the
purpose of electing five (5) persons
to the District Board of Supervisors.
Immediately  fo l lowing  the
landowners' meeting and election,
there will be convened a meeting of
the Board of Supervisors for the
purpose of considering certain
matters of the Board to include
election of certain District officers,
and other such business which may
properly come before the Board.
DATE: May 11, 2021
TIME:  2:00 p.m.
PLACE:

Plantation Oaks Amenity Center
845 Oakleaf Plantation Parkway
Orange Park, Florida 32065

Each landowner may vote in person
or by written proxy. Proxy forms may
be obtained upon request at the
office of the District Manager, c/o
Governmental Management Services
North Florida, LLC, 475 West Town
Place, Suite 114, St. Augustine,
Florida 32092 ("District Office"). At
said meeting each landowner or his
or her proxy shall be entitled to
nominate persons for the position of
Supervisor and cast one vote per
acre of land, or fractional portion
thereof, owned by him or her and
located within the District for each
person to be elected to the position
of Supervisor. A fraction of an acre
shall be treated as one acre, entitling
the landowner to one vote with
respect thereto. Platted lots shall be

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 2021CP000171

Division: B
IN RE: ESTATE OF LESTER
PELHAM
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Lester Pelham, deceased, whose
date of death was January 28, 2021, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 825 North
Orange Avenue, Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043. The names and addresses
of the personal representative and
the personal representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 15, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Ryan C. Grubich, Esq.
Florida Bar Number: 0105961
ADRIAN PHILIP THOMAS, P.A.
515 East Las Olas Boulevard
Suite 1050
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301
Telephone: (954) 764-7273
Fax: (954) 764-7274
E-Mail: rgrubich@aptpa.com
Secondary E-Mail:

PUBLIC SALE
FIRST COAST TOWING gives Notice
of Lien and intent to sell these
vehicles on 05/07/2021 10:00 am at
2 9 0 5  B L A N D I N G  B L V D
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068-6349,
pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statutes. FIRST COAST
TOWING reserves the right to accept
or reject any and/or all bids.
1C4PJLCB3FW793472 2015 JEEP
2HKYF18564H525452 2004 HONDA
2HKYF18796H556599 2006 HONDA
4T1BE30K62U109714 2002 TOYOTA
Legal 47643 publish April 22, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
Extra Space Storage will hold a
public auction to sell personal
property described below belonging
to those individuals listed below at
the location indicated:
1939 East West Parkway, Fleming
Island, FL 32003.
May 7, 2021 at 10:00am
Valencia Lewis- Household Goods
Benjamin Jacob Gunter- Household
Goods
The auction will be listed and
advertised on www.storagetreasures
.com. Purchases must be made with
cash only and paid at the above
referenced facility in order to
complete the transaction. Extra
Space Storage may refuse any bid
and may rescind any purchase up
until the winning bidder takes
possession of the personal property.
Legal 47665 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021CP000164

Division:
IN RE: ESTATE OF EDWARD
CLEMENT HALL,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Edward Clement Hall, deceased,
whose date of death was 12/7/2020, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
File No. 2021CP000164, the address
of which is 825 North Orange Ave,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. The
names and addresses of the Personal
Representative and the Personal
Representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons, having claims or
demands against decedent's estate,
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served, must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE IS
April 15, 2021
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Bruce A. McDonald
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar No. 263311
Suite B, PMB # 137
707 E. Cervantes St.
Pensacola, FL 32501-3286
850-776-5834
bamcdonald@pensacolalaw.com
mmstoner@pensacolalaw.com

Personal Representative
Betsy Hall McKinney

1956 Centro West Street
Tiburon, CA 94920

Legal 47678 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2021CA000060

U . S .  B A N K  N A T I O N A L
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR
MANUFACTURED HOUSING
CONTRACT
SENIOR/SUBORDINATE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATE
TRUST 1999-2,
Plaintiff,
vs.
DONALD LEE SAVAGE A/K/A
DONALD L. SAVAGE; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF DONALD LEE SAVAGE
A/K/A DONALD L. SAVAGE;
ESTATE OF MARTHA DIANE
SAVAGE A/K/A MARTHA D.
SAVAGE, DECEASED; UNKNOWN
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
A S S I G N E E S ,  C R E D I T O R S ,
LIENORS, TRUSTEES OF MARTHA
DIANE SAVAGE A/K/A MARTHA D.
SAVAGE, DECEASED; ARTHUR
EDWARD SAVAGE, DECEASED;
ARTHUR EDWARD HINTON;
RUSSELL THOMAS HINTON;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
S T A T E  O F  F L O R I D A
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE;,

UNKNOWN TENANT(S) IN
POSSESSION #1 and #2, et. al.
Defendant(s)
TO:
ESTATE OF MARTHA DIANE
SAVAGE A/K/A MARTHA D.
SAVAGE, DECEASED
(Current Residence Unknown)
(Last Known Address)
2267 AMARYLSIS AVENUE
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES,
G R A N T E E S ,  A S S I G N E E S ,
CREDITORS, LIENORS, TRUSTEES
OF MARTHA DIANE SAVAGE
A/K/A MARTHA D. SAVAGE,
DECEASED
(Last Known Address)
2267 AMARYLIS AVENUE
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
ALL OTHER UNKNOWN PARTIES,
INCLUDING, IF A NAMED
DEFENDANT IS DECEASED, THE
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
THE SERVING SPOUSE, HEIRS,
D E V I S E E S ,  G R A N T E E S ,
CREDITORS, AND ALL OTHER
P A R T I E S  C L A I M I N G ,  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST
THAT DEFENDANT, AND ALL
CLAIMANTS, PERSONS OR
P A R T I E S ,  N A T U R A L  O R
CORPORATE, OR WHOSE EXACT
LEGAL STATUS IS UNKNOWN,
CLAIMING UNDER ANY OF THE
ABOVE NAMED OR DESCRIBED
DEFENDANTS
(Last Known Address)
2267 Amarylsis Avenue
Middleburg, FL 32068
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the
following described property:
LOT 17, BLOCK 73, JACKSONVILLE
SOUTH UNIT TWO, ACCORDING
T O  P L A T  T H E R E O F ,  A S
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 11,
P A G E S  1  T H R O U G H  1 3 ,
INCLUSIVE, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN
1999, 76X16 MOBILE HOME,
SERIAL NUMBER FLA 146277.
A/K/A: 2267 AMARYLSIS AVENUE,
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068.
has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it, on
Brian L. Rosaler, Esquire, POPKIN
& ROSALER, P.A., 1701 West
Hillsboro Boulevard, Suite 400,
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442, Attorney
for Plaintiff, within thirty (30) days
after the first publication of this
Notice in the Clay Today and file the
original with the Clerk of this Court
either before service on Plaintiff's

NOTICE OF
RULE DEVELOPMENT

BY THE ANABELLE
ISLAND COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
In accord with Chapters 120 and 190,
Florida Statutes, the Anabelle Island
Community Development District
("District") hereby gives notice of its
intention to develop Rules of
Procedure to govern the operations
of the District.
The Rules of Procedure will address
such areas as the Board of
Supervisors, officers and voting,
district offices, public information
and inspection of records, policies,
public meetings, hearings and
workshops, rulemaking proceedings
and competitive purchase including
procedure under the Consultants
Competitive Negotiation Act,
procedure regarding auditor
selection, purchase of insurance,
pre-qualification, construction
contracts, goods, supplies and
materials, maintenance services,
contractual services and protests
with respect to proceedings, as well
as any other area of the general
operation of the District.
The purpose and effect of the Rules
of Procedure is to provide for
efficient and effective District
operations and to ensure compliance
with recent changes to Florida law.
The legal authority for the adoption
of the proposed Rules of Procedure
includes sections 190.011(5),
190.011(15) and 190.035, Florida
Statutes (2021). The specific laws
implemented in the Rules of
Procedure include, but are not
limited to, sections 112.08, 112.3143,
112.31446, 112.3145, 119.07, 119.0701,
189.053, 189.069(2)(a)16, 190.006,
190.007, 190.008, 190.011(3),
190.011(5), 190.011(15), 190.033,
190.035, 218.33, 218.391, 255.05,
255.0518, 255.0525, 255.20, 286.0105,
286.011, 286.0113, 286.0114, 287.017,
287.055 and 287.084, Florida Statutes
(2021).
A copy of the proposed Rules of
Procedure may be obtained by
contacting the District Manager, c/o
Governmental Management Services
- North Florida, LLC, 475 West Town
Place, Suite 114, St. Augustine,
Florida 32092, Phone: 904-940-5850.
James Perry, District Manager
Anabelle Island Community
Development District
Legal 47659 published April 22, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

Legal Notice
counted individually and rounded up
to the nearest whole acre. The
acreage of platted lots shall not be
aggregated for determining the
number of voting units held by a
landowner or a landowner's proxy. At
the landowners' meeting the
landowners shall select a person to
serve as the meeting chair and who
shall conduct the meeting.
The landowners' meeting and the
Board of Supervisors meeting are
open to the public and will be
conducted in accordance with the
provisions of Florida law. One or
both of the meetings may be
continued to a date, time, and place
to be specified on the record at such
meeting. A copy of the agenda for
these meetings may be obtained from
the District Office. There may be an
occasion where one or more
supervisors will participate by
speaker telephone.
Any person requiring special
accommodations to participate in
these meetings is asked to contact
the District Office at 904-940-5850, at
least forty-eight (48) hours before the
hearing. If you are hearing or speech
impaired, please contact the Florida
Relay Service at 7-1-1 or (800)
955-8770 for aid in contacting the
District Office.
A person who decides to appeal any
decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the meeting is advised that such
person will need a record of the
proceedings and that accordingly,
the person may need to ensure
904-940-5850 that a verbatim record
of the proceedings is made,
including the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based.
James Perry
District Manager

Legal 47650 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE
The Clay County Sheriff's Office is

designating the Assistant Chief of
Professional Standards to the Senior
Management Service Class with the
State of Florida, Division of
Retirement, effective January 1,
2021. Michelle Cook, Sheriff - Clay
County, Florida
Legal 47672 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC AUCTION
The following vehicles will be sold at
public auction for towing and storage
costs at Horton's Towing 3645 Hwy
17, Bldg 2, Fleming Island, FL 32003
Horton's Towing reserves the right to
accept or reject any and/or all bids.
Auction date - 5/13/2021, 9:00 a.m.
2010 Chevy 2G1WB5EK6A1129323

2000 Nissan 1N4DL01A7YC179914
2018 Ford 3FA6P0LU3JR137560
Legal 47674 publish April 15 , 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

yrojas@aptpa.com
Attorneys for Michele Shockey

Personal Representative:
Michele Shockey

1502 Oak Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

Legal 47646 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is the 15th day of April, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Joy Bogaert, Esquire
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 0179264
KARLSON LAW GROUP, P.A.
301 Dal Hall Blvd.
Lake Placid, Florida 33852
Telephone: (863) 465-5033
Fax: (863) 465-6022
E-Mail: joy@karlsonlaw.com

Personal Representative:
Mikell A. Slack

32 Tall Oaks Trail
Lake Placid, Florida 33852

Legal 47642 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper
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NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF
THE STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY CIVIL

DIVISION
CASE NO: 2019-CA-000567

NEWREZ LLC F/K/A NEW PENN
F I N A N C I A L  L L C  D / B / A
S H E L L P O I N T  M O R T G A G E
SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
T H E  U N K N O W N  H E I R S ,
D E V I S E E S ,  G R A N T E E S ,
A S S I G N E E S ,  C R E D I T O R S ,

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION

DIVISION
CASE NO: 2020CA000087

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs
MICHAEL J. GARCIA II; AMANDA
R. GARCIA; AQUA FINANCE, INC.;
MAGNOLIA WEST HOMEOWNERS
A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  A K A

Notice of Sale

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2020-CP-648

Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF MICHAEL
EUGENE MIRACLE,

Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
MICHAEL EUGENE MIRACLE,
deceased, whose date of death was
May 30, 2019, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is PO Box 698,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043.
The names and addresses of the
personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-182

Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF EARL B. LANG,

Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Earl B. Lang, deceased, whose date
of death was February 13, 2021, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is PO Box 698,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043.
The names and addresses of the
personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 15, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Address:
wilsdale@bellsouth.net
Florida Bar No. 176945
Dale S. Wilson PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618

Personal Representative:
Cheryl L. Korey

1210 Lenda Lane
Middleburg, FL 32068

Legal 47648 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO ADOPT RULE

ST. JOHNS RIVER STATE
COLLEGE
District Board of Trustees
Amendment to SJR Board Rule 5.09
(R5)-Vacation Leave
The District Board of Trustees of St.
Johns River State College will hold a
public hearing for the following rules
to be taken into consideration:

Amendment to SJR Board
Rule 5.09 (R5)-Vacation Leave

The public hearing will be held on
Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at 2:00 p.m.
in the Criminal Justice Multipurpose
Room (J-149), on the St. Augustine
Campus, 2990 College Drive, St.
Augustine, Florida. Authority for the
rules is found in Florida Statutes,
Section 1001.64 (18). Estimated
economic impact on all affected
persons cannot be determined at this
time. Written comments may be
submitted within 14 days of the date
of this notice to:

Melissa Miller, Senior
Vice President/General Counsel

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, Florida 32177

Substantially affected persons may,
within 14 days of the date of this
notice, file an objection to this
rulemaking with the agency. The
objection shall specify the portions
of the proposed rules to which the
person objects and the specific
reasons for the objection.
The full text of the proposed rules is
available upon request.
Pursuant to the provisions of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any
p e r s o n  r e q u i r i n g  s p e c i a l
accommodations to participate in the
noticed meeting should contact the
College at the following address at
least five days before the date of the
scheduled meeting: Edie Bruce,
Director of Human Resources,
3 8 6 - 3 1 2 - 4 0 7 4  o r  e d i e b r u c e
@sjrstate.edu.
Persons with speech or hearing
impairments should contact the
College using the Florida Relay
Service, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or
1-800-955-8770 (Voice).
Legal 47645 published April 22, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper
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ACT. If you are a person with a
disabil i ty  who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you
are entitled at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Coordinator
at crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 255-1695
at least 7 days before you scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Legal 47584 published April 22 and
April 29, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 19-407227

forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 284, MAGNOLIA WEST UNIT
TWO-B, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 58, PAGE 37, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA. .
Property Address: 3371 CANYON
FALLS DR GREEN COVE SPRINGS,
FL 32043
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens must file
a claim in accordance with Florida
Statutes, Section 45.031.
Dated this 23rd day of March, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

As Clerk of the Court
By: Jaimie Pippin

As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES

MAGNOLIA WEST OWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC., et al.
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated March 23, 2021,
and entered in 2020CA000087 of the
Circuit Court of the FOURTH
Judicial Circuit in and for Clay
C o u n t y ,  F l o r i d a ,  w h e r e i n
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
is the Plaintiff and MICHAEL J.
GARCIA II; AMANDA R. GARCIA;
AQUA FINANCE, INC.; MAGNOLIA
W E S T  H O M E O W N E R S
A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  A K A
MAGNOLIA WEST OWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC. are the
Defendant(s). Tara S. Green as the
Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to
the highest and best bidder for cash
at www.clay.realforeclose.com, at
10:00 AM, on May 24, 2021, the
following described property as set

attorney or immediately thereafter;
otherwise a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded
in the complaint.
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A
DISABILITY WHO NEEDS ANY
ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER TO
P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H I S
P R O C E E D I N G ,  Y O U  A R E
ENTITLED AT NO COST TO YOU,
TO THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN
ASSISTANCE. PLEASE CONTACT
THE ADA COORDINATOR AT
CRTINTRP@COJ.NET OR (904)
255-1695 AT LEAST 7 DAYS
BEFORE YOUR SCHEDULED
COURT APPEARANCE,  OR
IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIVING
THIS NOTIFICATION IF THE TIME
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED
APPEARANCE IS LESS THAN 7
DAYS; IF YOU ARE HEARING OR
VOICE IMPAIRED, CALL 711.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of
this Court this 7th day of April, 2021.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

As Clerk of the Court
By Jaimie Pippin
As Deputy Clerk

Legal 47644 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper. 20-49015

THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 15, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Address:
wilsdale@bellsouth.net
Florida Bar No. 176945
Dale S. Wilson PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618

Personal Representative:
Rebecca Pyles Miracle
4502 Springbank Road

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Legal 47679 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

LIENORS AND TRUSTEES OF
DOUGLAS H. ROBERTSON,
D E C E A S E D ;  J E N N I E  L .
ROBERTSON; DOUGLAS LLOYD
ROBERTSON, AS POTENTIAL
H E I R  O F  D O U G L A S  H .
R O B E R T S O N ;  J I L L
ROBERTSON-SHEFFIELD A/K/A
MARY JILL SHEFFIELD, AS
POTENTIAL HEIR OF DOUGLAS H.
ROBERTSON; CEDAR BEND
PATIO-HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.; ASMC
SERVICING, LTD; ALL UNKNOWN
PARTIES CLAIMING INTERESTS
BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR
AGAINST A NAMED DEFENDANT
TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR
CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY RIGHT,
TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE
PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED;
U N K N O W N  T E N A N T  # 1 ;
UNKNOWN TENANT #2
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment dated
March 24, 2021 entered in Civil Case
No. 2019-CA-000567 in Circuit Court
of the 4th Judicial Circuit in and for
Clay County, Florida, Civil Division,
wherein NEWREZ, LLC F/K/A NEW
PENN FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A
S H E L L P O I N T  M O R T G A G E
SERVICING, Plaintiff and THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES,
G R A N T E E S ,  A S S I G N E E S ,
CREDITORS, LIENORS AND
TRUSTEES OF DOUGLAS H.
ROBERTSON, DECEASED; JENNIE
L. ROBERTSON; DOUGLAS LLOYD
ROBERTSON, AS POTENTIAL
H E I R  O F  D O U G L A S  H .
R O B E R T S O N ;  J I L L
ROBERTSON-SHEFFIELD A/K/A
MARY JILL SHEFFIELD, AS
POTENTIAL HEIR OF DOUGLAS H.
ROBERTSON; CEDAR BEND
PATIO-HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.;  ASMC
SERVICING, LTD; UNKNOWN
TENANT #1 N/K/A JOHN WILSON,
are Defendant(s), Tara S. Green,
Clerk of Court, will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash beginning at
10:00 AM at www.clay.realforeclose
.com in accordance with Chapter 45,
Florida Statutes on May 10, 2021 the
following described property as set
forth in said Final Judgment, to-wit:
LOT 30, CEDAR BEND UNIT 3,
ACCORDING TO PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 21,
PAGES 51, 52 AND 53 OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA
Property Address: 1973 Acorn Run
West, Orange Park, Florida 32073
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN
INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS
FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS
OF THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS, MUST FILE A CLAIM
BEFORE THE CLERK REPORTS
THE SURPLUS AS UNCLAIMED.
THE COURT, IN ITS DISCRETION,
MAY ENLARGE THE TIME OF THE
SALE. NOTICE OF THE CHANGED
TIME OF SALE SHALL BE
PUBLISHED AS PROVIDED
HEREIN.
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A
DISABILITY WHO NEEDS ANY
ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER TO
P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H I S
P R O C E E D I N G ,  Y O U  A R E
ENTITLED, AT NO COST TO YOU,
TO THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN
ASSISTANCE. PLEASE CONTACT
THE ADA COORDINATOR AT (904)
255-1695 OR CRTINTRP@COJ.NET
AT LEAST 7 DAYS BEFORE YOUR
S C H E D U L E D  C O U R T
APPEARANCE, OR IMMEDIATELY
U P O N  R E C E I V I N G  T H I S
NOTIFICATION IF THE TIME
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED
APPEARANCE IS LESS THAN 7
DAYS; IF YOU ARE HEARING OR
VOICE IMPAIRED, CALL 711.
Date: April 6, 2021

(seal)
Tara S. Green

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Clay County, Florida
By Kayla Ray Beard

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
Legal 47647 published April 15 and
April 22, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

Legal Notice Notice of SaleNotice of SaleNotice of SaleNotice of SaleLegal Notice
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