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Hundreds of American soldiers
honored in Keystone at Wreaths
Across America ceremony

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — Residents, friends
and family of fallen soldiers heard a pas-
sionate speech by former Clay County
Commissioner and retired U.S. Marine
Gayward Hendry during an emotional
Wreaths Across America presentation Sat-
urday at the Keystone Heights Memorial
Gardens.

eed

WREATHS across AMERICA
Keystone Wreaths Across America ................. 10-11
Fallen soliders honored in Middleburg ................ 13

A total of 2,557 national cemeteries
participated in the annual program where
Christmas wreaths were placed on more
than 1.7 million graves of American veter-

SEE WREATHS, 10

Leslie Legere of Keystone Heights, a military
veteran, laid a wreath and saluted at the
grave of an American soldier.
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Sweating for
a good cause

Friends raise money with workout,
silent auction for injured motorcyclist

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND — Steel Mill Fleming Is-
land and the Human Collective Foundation
worked together Saturday to help one of its
members who recently survived a major
motorcycle crash to get through the holi-
days with his new wife and children.

Steel Mill held the charity work out for
Chris Davie on Saturday, Dec. 19. Many
members of gym family were there to
participate and raise money for his medi-
cal bills. The silent auction was also held
Saturday. The two activities raised $2,200.
The donation buttons, located on the Hu-
man Collective Foundation website, and on
the Steel Mill workout page, is active and
has raised an additional $2,000.

Davie, a recently turned 28-year-old
professional tree climber, motorcycle and
CrossFit enthusiast, was less than a week
away from getting married when he was
involved in a terrible accident.

His motorcycle was T-boned by a Chev-
rolet Tahoe. The impact threw him 50 feet
and caused several injuries. While he
didn’t suffer any severe head wounds, he
fractured his femur, pelvis, and occipital
bones in his face. He also sustained enough
damage that he had his right leg amputated

SEE STEEL, 17
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U.S. Department of Justice recognizes State Attorney Melissa Nelson

Clay prosecutor honored for contributions to Project Safe Neighborhoods

i

For Clay Today

JACKSONVILLE — The Department of Justice
recognized State Attorney Melissa Nelson
of the Fourth Judicial Circuit for her Of-
fice's outstanding support of the Project Safe
Neighborhoods Initiative.

“Public safety is the culmination of lead-
ership, vision, and a commitment to improv-
ing the quality of life in her community,” said
U.S. Attorney Maria Chapa Lopez. “Melissa
Nelson has achieved all three. Through a
spirit of cooperation and public service, she
has dedicated herself and her office to re-
ducing crime by investing in people, proven
methods and technologies, and imagining
new possibilities. The success of Project
Safe Neighborhoods in northeast Florida is
directly attributable to her ability to galva-
nize her office, critical agencies and commu-
nity partners around a common goal — creat-
ing safer communities.”

Melissa Nelson was elected State Attor-
ney and sworn into office in 2017. Her dis-
trict includes Clay, Duval and Nassau coun-
ties. Immediately thereafter, she made PSN
a priority, becoming the driving force behind
creating Northeast Florida's first Crime Gun
Intelligence Center and working to secure
city funding for the CGIC. The Center was
later constructed in her office, and officially
opened on May 21, 2019.

“This is an incredible honor for this office

State Attorney Melissa Nelson (I) accepts her award for working with the Project Safe
Neighborhoods Initiative from U.S. Attory Maria Chapa Lopez.

and a testament to the hard work of every-
one who has dedicated their career to mak-
ing our community a safer place,” Nelson
said.

State Attorney Nelson worked closely
with the Jacksonville Sheriff's Office and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives to secure officers and agents
to fully staff the CGIC. In addition, she has
assigned some of the Fourth Circuit'’s most
experienced prosecutors to work with the
GGIC team, welcomed prosecutors from the
U.S. Attorney’s Office, and has helped foster

a greal working relationship among all par-
ticipating agencies. Because of her dedica-
tion and leadership, she was named to ATE’S
National Crime Gun Intelligence Board.
Prior to the CGIC opening, assistant
state attorneys accompanied JSO officers
to Denver to learn about other successful
PSN operations and how to incorporate best
practices into the newly formed Jacksonville
GGIC. As part of the overall effort, State At-
torney Nelson helped to secure additional
funding for National Integrated Ballistic In-
formation Network machines to ensure that

recovered shell casings from shooting scenes
are processed within 48 hours. Housed with-
in JSO, two NIBIN machines and a full-time
ballistics expert help accomplish this task.
This integration of interagency coordination,
cooperation, and technology has resulted
in the successful prosecution of numerous
state and federal violent crime cases.

To further complement PSN's compre-
hensive strategy, Nelson completely re-
structured the juvenile division within her
office to better serve the community and es-
tablished a program to provide at least one
prosecutor to every middle and high school
in Duval County. Through this program, pros-
ecutors regularly meet with students to im-
prove relationships between the community,
prosecutors, and law enforcement. In addi-
tion, as part of the MDFLSs federal Intensive
Re-entry Program, assistant state attorneys
are involved in the district’s re-entry efforts
through the Jacksonville Re-entry Center.

Revitalized in 2017, PSN is a critical
piece of the Department's crime reduction
efforts. PSN has focused on prosecuting
those individuals who most significantly
drive violence in our communities, and
supports and fosters partnerships between
law enforcement and schools, the faith
community, and local community leaders to
prevent and deter future criminal conduct.

School board moves closer to creating board to oversee expenditure of half-cent tax

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND — The school board ap-
proved its wording of an advertisement for
its half-cent sales tax citizen’'s committee.

The move brings the watchdog-like com-
mittee one step closer to becoming a reality
on Feb. 4.

“A Citizens Advisory Committee, con-
sisting of Clay County citizens, the purpose
of which is to monitor and advise the Board
and District staff on the expenditure of
sales surtax funds, is hereby established,”
School Board Policy 1.14 reads. “The ap-
pointment of Committee members and the
rules governing the Committees organi-
zation and operation are set forth in this
Policy.”

The policy will be advertised following a
5-0 vote in its favor during a special school
board meeting held Dec. 17 and it will be
revisited during a public hearing next Feb-

ruary. This committee will be made en-
tirely of Clay County citizens, including the
business sectors and other sectors of Clay
County life.

The policy outlines how the committee
will provide general g
oversight, but not fi- [ 88"
nal decisions, on the §
expenditures of the
half-cent sales tax
recently  approved |
by voters. The mem-
bers won't be paid
or remuneration for |7
their work, accord- [
ing to the policy.
They won't be able
“direct District staff, attempt to control the
operations department staff, or attempt to
establish or dictate project priorities which
are binding on the direct administrators in
carrying out their duties.”

The committee can, however, research,
interview and investigate as necessary to

David Broskie

fulfill its duties and responsibilities to the
county and the district’s spending of half-
cent sales tax.

“The committee shall make non-binding
recommendations to the Board and Staff
(through the Superintendent and Senior
Administrators as appropriate) when their
feelings suggest the need for such recom-
mendations,” Policy 1.14 reads. “The Com-
mittee shall work cooperatively with the
Board, the Superintendent of Schools, and
District employees to accomplish its goals
and objectives.”

There will be 11 active committee
members. Each school board member will
nominate and appoint two active commit-
tee members and one alternate member.
Superintendent David Broskie will nomi-
nate and appoint one active member and
an alternate as well.

“Prospective members shall have no di-
rect or indirect conflict of interest in any
past or present contract with the Board or
a financial interest in any projects that are

funded by the Sales Surtax or any other
District capital project funds.”

One of each of the school board mem-
bers’ active committee members will serve
for three years while the other committee
member will serve two years.

The alternate members will serve indef-
inite terms. These committee members will
meet on the first Tuesday following their
official appointment and during that meet-
ing, they'll elect a chair and vice chair who
will preside over the meetings and serve as
the liaisons between the committee and the
school board.

The committee will meet once a quar-
ter and they will always be public meetings
open to all. The school board approved this
policy during its Dec. 17 meeting and Poli-
cy 1.14 is expected to pass during the Feb.
4 meeting. The school board decided that
it will begin its search sooner rather than
later so that when the committee is official,
it can get the ball rolling.
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Biden gets his vaccine for
COVID-19; DeSantis will wait
a‘couple more months’

By Renzo Downey
For Florida Politics

President-elect Joe Biden took a dose
of the Pfizer vaccine for the COVID-19 last
Monday at a hospital near his home in
Wilmington, Delaware — the same day the
second round of Moderna vaccines were
distributed to states.

At the same time, Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis and President
Donald Trump said
they will wait to get
their shots.

“‘I'm doing this
to demonstrate that
people should be pre-
pared when it's avail-
able to take the vac-
cine. There’s nothing
to  worry about,”
Biden said.

Vice President-elect Kamala Har-
ris will get her shot after Christmas.

Politicians and other government offi-
cials have been part of the first wave in the
United States to be vaccinated against CO-
VID-19 in what's become the largest vac-
cination campaign in the country’s history.
Vice President Mike Pence, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell all have received their
inoculations

Trump tweeted he will get his vaccina-
tion at “the appropriate” time.

As the COVID-19 vaccine rollout enters
Week 2, DeSantis says he won’t cut in line
to get a shot.

In Florida, as of Tuesday there have
been 1.2 million positive cases reported,
which have resulted in 20,680 deaths.

Health officials are currently only ad-
ministering the vaccine (o health care
workers and the residents and staff of
long-term care facilities. Future distribu-
tion phases will make the vaccine avail-
able to the elderly and those facing greater
risks before making the vaccine available
to broader segments of the population.

“I am not stepping in line with any-
body,” DeSantis said, entertaining one last
question before departing a Monday press
conference in Biscayne Bay. “I'm less than
45. I'd imagine it would take me a couple
more months. I will do it, but I'm not going
to step in front.”

Others in positions of authority have
taken flak for jumping ahead of health
care workers. West Virginia Republican
Gov. Jim Justice, 69, became one of the
first top elected officials in the country to
receive a coronavirus shot last week.

Gov. DeSantis

SEE DESANTIS, 5
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MERRY CHRIGTMAS

It’s time to look ahead, clear the physical,
emotional clutter of a disastrous 2020

By Don Coble
Managing Editor

I decided to clean off my desk to get rid
of the physical and emotional clutter that
continues to pile up.

My first priority was to throw away
anything that can remind me of 2020,
including a calendar with unicorns, rain-
bows and puppies. From this point for-
ward, I intend to focus on what's ahead,
not the troubled
past. I agree with
Satchel Paige, who
once famously said
“Don’t look back.
Something  might
be gaining on you.”
There’s nothing
about 2020 worth
revisiting.

Including  the
fact my belt is too
small. A person
who believes a cup is half-empty would
say my belly has gotten too big. Not me.
['m trying to be optimistic.

I've purged by drawers and cabinets of
cookies, crackers and candy. And [ hired
a trainer three weeks ago with the goal of
getting healthier. I don’t believe in making
resolutions because we should resolve to
be our best every day of the year, not just
the start of a new one.

I'm eating smarter, which means
avoiding goodies and fast-food drive-
thrus. My timing couldn’t have been worse
because my eating habits changed as the
same time the McRib was brought back.

[t's not easy to make a lifestyle change.
But neither was walking up a flight of
stairs.

Don Cdble

While I'm rambling, I always will have
fond memories of growing up outside of
Dayton, Ohio. New Year's Day was a spe-
cial time in Ohio, because that meant cook-
ing sauerkraut, pork and mashed potatoes
to honor my mother’s German heritage.

Dinner was always ready at 4 p.m. —
the same time Ohio State usually played in
the Rose Bowl. It was one of the few times
a year the entire family gathered.

My father was from North Carolina, so
our New Year’s tradition became to include
blackeye peas and collard greens.

Now I have to decide whether continu-
ing a long family tradition is worth the ex-
tra hour in the gym. I'll let you know.

Speaking of Ohio State, I've always
had a passion for the Buckeyes. But the
upcoming college playoffs have tarnished
that memory.

Despite only playing six games, Ohio
State was selected to be one of the semi-
finalists in this year’s national champion-
ship. That’s wrong.

Texas A&M and Cincinnati made bet-
ter cases to be part of the Final Four than
Ohio State or Notre Dame. But the selec-
tion committee, which has never taken any
other team outside their coveted Power 5
conferences, remained arrogant and close-
minded by sticking with their four teams
that started the season as the playoff fa-
vorites.

Texas A&M finished 8-1, closing the sea-
son with seven consecutive wins against
the Southeastern Conference. Ohio State
couldn’t win seven SEG games in a row.
That's a fact. The Buckeyes had three Big
10 games cancelled by COVID-19, and of

SEE CLUTTER, 5
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OF THE WEEK

Word of the Week is a feature that aims
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a
sentence.

Doyen: (DOY-un) a noun that means a
senior member of a group.

“Dr. Tony Fauci, the country's doyen of
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, believes
new vaccines are critical to turning back
the disease.”

This Week In History

Five years ago, 2015

e According to Cynthia Mosling of the
Bird Emergency Aid and Kare Sanctuary
of Big Talbot Island said a male bald eagle
that was shot on Fleming Island will re-
COVer.

e Keystone Heights Mayor Tony Brown
proposes a ban on fracking in response 10
concerns over lake levels and the Florida
Aquifer.

e Moosehaven applies for comprehen-
sive rezoning to allow for events like the
Independence Day Fireworks festival.

10 years ago, 2010

e The Clay County Sheriff’s Office re-
lease a 60-page report detailing an Oct.
11, 2015, massacre perpetrated by Chris-
topher Scott Kilgore that left two dead, in-
cluding the shooter’s brother, and his par-
ents injured.

e Take Stock in Children receives a
$5,000 grant from Comcast to fund pro-
grams for at-risk children.

e (CSO investigate a murder-suicide
in Middleburg. The agency said George
Chaney shot himself after he killed his girl-
friend, Kathryn Jackson, after she broke up
with him.

20 years ago, 2000

e Despite a guilty please of criminal
fraud, HCA said is still plans to build a
new customer service and billing center on
Wells Road.

e Volunteers join students and teach-
ers in planting hundreds of flowers, bushes
and plants at Doctors Inlet Elementary.

e Childtime Children’s Center in Orange
Park is fined $200 by the Florida Depart-
ment of Children and Families for leaving
a 3-year-old unattended for more than two
hours.

SEE HISTORY, 5

Send us a letter ...

Wed like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-
mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a
few moments to write us a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from youl!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this
page are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today.
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Nonprofits offer sincere thank you to workers during trying times

By Irene Toto
CEO of Clay Behavioral Health Center
and Kids First of Florida

The SafetyNet system in Florida in-
cludes more than 94,000 nonprofits
who employ more than 6.5% of Florida's
Workforce. The Florida Nonprofit Alliance
reports that nearly 40% of all nonprofits
have experienced an increased demand for
services over the past several months.

Clay Behavioral Health Center and
Kids First of Florida are two community-
based nonprofits who provide services
and resources to Clay County. CBHG and
KFF share common visions — to build a
healthier community, one life, one family
at a time.

Irene Toto

The pandemic forced us to revamp our
entire way of providing services to keep
our staff and clients safe. The challenges
we have encountered over the past year

Utah Republican Gov. Gary Her-
bert dispelled rumors that political
leaders will receive vaccine favoritism.
The governors of Ohio, Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, Tennessee and Washington
similarly have said they will wail for their
turn.

Republicans and Democrats in Con-
gress have received the vaccine, includ-
ing Florida’s Sen. Marco Rubio and St.
Petersburg Democrat Charlie Crist. Vice
President Mike Pence, Second Lady Karen
Pence, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
received their first doses Friday while
President-elect Joe Biden is expected to
gel his shot Monday.

Rep. Brian Mast, a Stuart Republican,
sharply criticized Pelosi for the decision
to allow members of Congress to receive
treatment before the vast majority of
Americans.

“Leaders eat last; it's one of the first
lessons a solider learns as early as basic
training. Speaker Pelosi apparently never
learned this lesson — asking Americans to
wait to get vaccinated while Congress cuts
the line is the opposite of leadership,” he
said in a statement.

Renzo Downey covers state government
for Florida Politics. After graduating from
Northwestern University in 2019, Renzo
began his reporting career in the Lone Star
State, covering state government for the
Austin American-Statesman. Shoolt Renzo
an email al renzo@floridapolitics.com and
follow him on Twitter @RenzoDowney.

Clutter

their six games, the Buckeyes only played
two teams — Indiana and Northwestern —
with winning records.

Notre Dame got ripped 34-10 in the
Atlantic Coast Conference championship
game by Clemson. That kind of beatdown
should send a team to the Duke’s Mayo
Bowl. Instead, the Irish will play Alabama
in one semifinal game. Expect another
beatdown.

All Cincinnati did was finish 9-0 with
wins against five bowl-bound teams.

The committee was so compromised, it
left 9-2 Army off its original bowl lineup.
The Black Knights earned a reprieve Mon-
day when they were asked to replace Ten-
nessee in the Liberty Bowl after the Vols
opted out following a new outbreak of the
coronavirus. Army now will play West Vir-
ginia.

Add a dysfunctional selection commit-
tee to what's wrong about 2020.

[ can’t wait for this year to get over. I'm
ready to start with a new attitude and a
clean desk. From now on, there’s no more
room for clutter.

History

30 years ago, 1990

e The Clay County School board ac-
cepts board member Lisa Graham's sug-
gestion to create a resolution to support
the construction of a homeless shelter in
the county.

e The Clay County Reading Council
holds its second Reading in the Mall event.
Students from Orange Park High and teach-

ers read their favorite books to children.

40 years ago, 1980

e [L,ee R. Ledbetter, executive director
of the Greater Orange Park Community
Hospital is honored by Humana for out-
standing administrative performance.

ee Noel Gustafson, the oldest son of
dairy magnates Mama and Papa Gustafson,
celebrates his 80th birthday in Green Cove
Springs.

are many, they present themselves daily
and they are unprecedented and complex.
It would be easy to focus on the hardships,
but instead we are focusing on the helpers.

As we enter the holiday season, we
wanl to say “Thank you.”

Thank you to our dedicated team of pro-
fessionals who were committed to continu-
ing to provide essential behavioral health
and child welfare services to adults, chil-
dren, and families in our community. They
used innovation and teamwork to keep the
path to health and recovery open and ac-
cessible.

Thank you to our clients. We realize
that individuals who receive our services
are at difficult times in their lives. Ac-
knowledging the need for professional help
and participating in services takes courage
and strength and doing it in a pandemic
environment requires an additional level of
flexibility and resiliency.

Thank you to our community partners
who have been with us every step of the
way. While we have seen an increased
demand for services, we have also seen
increased generosity and collaboration.
When additional resources were needed,
we asked for help and we received it. And
that help came not only from our funders,
business associates, local and state gov-
ernment, but also from You. You as indi-
vidual members of our community, local
churches, neighborhoods, civic groups,
nonprofits and area businesses. We are
grateful for the ongoing support.

We recognize that this holiday season
may look a little different, and we remind
you that its ok to not be ok. Be patient with
yourself and others, remember that acts of
kindness are linked to increased feelings of
wellbeing, and reach out for help as you
need it. As we enter the New Year, we re-
main hopeful for a healthy happy future.
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CLUES ACROSS

43. Distinctive philosophy

20. Sixth month of Jewish

1. Crow species

4. Partner to flow

7. Male offspring

8. Sedate

10. Orange beverage

12. Pair of small hand drums

13. 12th month of Jewish
civil year

14. Former Pirates star Jason

16. Computer company

17. Made angry

19. Beverage container

20. Charlize Theron film
" Flux’

21. Localities

25.Consume

26. Don't know when yet

27.Bed style

29. Make a low, continuous
sound

30. Wrath

31. Pollinates flowers

32. Association

39. Prejudice

41. Unhealthy

42. Hasidic religious leader

44. Short-term memory

45.1n a good way

46. Emperors of Ethiopia

48.Imaginary line

49. Of barium

50. One’s sense of self-esteem

51. Man who behaves
dishonorably

52. Monetary unit

CLUES DOWN

1. Rear of (nautical)

2. He minds the net

3. Ring-shaped objects

4. When you hope to get
there

5.Young children

6. Beloved hobbit

8. Pigpen

9. Wish harm upon

11. Quick=eyed (Scottish)

14. Scrooge’s phrase
'__Humbug’

15.One more

18. A ballplayer who only hits

19. Once vital TV part

civil year

22. Advantage

23.Type of tree

24, Luke's mentor __-Wan

27. Life stories

28.Vase

29.Tiny

31. Package (abbr.)

32. A photog’s tool

33.Wood

34. One of the six noble
gases (abbr.)

35. Pueblo people of
New Mexico

36. Wild goats

37. A'way to comply

38. Horatio __, British admiral

39. Actress Leslie

40. Sir __ Newton

44. Pouch

47.Have already done
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Groups work together to make Christmas maglc for 41 (lay County chlldren

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — Clay County Habitat for
Humanity and local partners came together to
provide Christmas gifts for 41 Clay County chil-
dren in need.

The Clay County Board of Directors, Catholic
Charities Jacksonville, Jax Federal Credit Union
Orange Park Branch and community members
teamed to provide toys, bikes, scooters, books,
arts and crafts, makeup, nail polish, clothes, shoes
and even horseback rides. A community member
gave 40 Christmas wreaths to Clay County Habi-
tat’s future and current homeowners.

“This annual Christmas tradition is special
for everyone involved, but this year it meant a
lot more. The year has been tough on so many in

our community and the need was much greater.
The office was filled with Christmas cheer and joy
as the parents of the children picked up the gifts.
Many of them were astonished by the generosity
of the community,” said Carolyn Edwards, Clay
County Habitat for Humanity's Executive Director.

“Catholic Charities Jacksonville is humbled
by the hundreds of gifts our generous Share Your
Blessings donors have collected this season. Be-
ing able to give Christmas gifts to Glay Habitat for
Humanity homeowners feels like a gift to us and
we are honored to share with the families they
serve in Clay County,” said Nicola Barnack, De-
velopment Director for Catholic Charities Jack-
sonville.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Several Clay County families received toys and household goods ahead of
Christmas. The items were given to the Clay County Habitat for Humanity by the
Clay County Board of Directors, Catholic Charities of Jacksonville, Jax Federal
Credut Union of Orange Park and several members of the local community.

Nationwide’
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proud to say we are opening new office in Clay County!
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COMMIT 2 CLAY

CLAY COUNTY

Sign up to make your
Commitment to Safety

and receive a $250 grant.

Only 200 more grants to give out before Christmas!
Sign up Today at Commit2Clay.org to ensure your businesses receives it’s $250 grant.

CLAY COUNTY BUSINESSES THAT HAVE MADE THE COMMITMENT TO SAFETY:

« Balfour Beatty Infrastructure inc
« Soundxplosion

o M Vincens Boutique LLC

o Marketing Armor LLC

o Park Avenue Dental

« Island Optique

o Team Solutions

o Gifford Properties & Management
* M & R Renovation Services

o Pestige Auto Imports

o Gregs Auto Repair

o Millers Automotive Inc

o First Coast Workforce Development
o Island Pediatrics

e Injury Care Centers

o Operation Santa Cause Inc

o Hairworks and Company

o Lyndel M. Hale Insurance, Inc

o Hunter’s Run Apartments

« Benin Cleaning Service LLC

o CMBC Baby LLC

« Carroll Enterprise, LLC

o Capital Media Group

e Lisa ] Moore

o Clean Shine

o The Nest

o Imagination Island

o Keystone Heights Public Library
o Perkins Realty

o D Jones Professional Services

o Summer Fun Sports N FL LLC

o The Supply Bunker

o St. Luke Child Care Center

o Annunciation Catholic School

« St. Luke Catholic Church

o All Star Battery Outlet of Orange Park
o Elysian Esthetics and Day Spa

Debbie’s Kitchen and Bath Design and
Installation

Henderson Haven, Inc

Thairapy By Tricia

Foil It LLC

Healthy Hair Therapy

Neighbor to Neighbor Newspaper
First Coast Highlanders, Inc

Mane Essentials

Remax Specialist

Clay County Amateur Radio Emergency
Service

Pro Tire Service

The Party Place

First Assembly of God

GS Legal Center, LLC

Middleburg Association of Athletics Inc
One Swanky Chic

Middleburg Civic Association

Watts Outdoor Adventures
Middleburg Museum

Spring Garden of Fleming Island, LLC
River Region Human Services

Clay County 4-H Association
Canterfield of Clay County

DW’s Mobile Mower Repair

Oak View Rehabilitation

Rasberries and Lemonade Photography
Iglesia Coram Deo

Emily C Helms CPA

C & S Refinishing LLC

Wise Choice Ministries Inc

Hadden Engineering Inc

Clippers II Hair Salon

PG Party Rentals & Decor LLC
Zahara Veterans Network, Inc
Peacock Announcements LLC

Cole’s Courteous Cleaning LLC
Katherine Baustert Insurance
Faith Christian Academy Inc
Lynne Vincent to Wear

La Chaim Spa

Black Creek Custom Firearms

Best Dealer Auto Sale LLC

EDS 210 Automotive

Ground Force Strength and
Conditioning

Wright's Welding and Fabrication
S & H Automotive Services LLC
Bhide & Hall Architects, P.A.

#1 Magic Nails Inc.

AutoTek 62

PAKS Karate

GEM Hair Salon

Law Office of J. Dinkins G. Grange,
Esquire

Anderson Excel Consulting
Pozo-Diaz e Pozo, PA

Southeast screen Printing
Primerica - Terri Mills

CJ Acres Animal Farm

Florida Counseling and Evaluation
Services

A Child’s Garden Inc

Archer Property Group Inc
Mutual Automobile LLC

Atomic Beauty and Barber Lounge LLC
ATX Enterprises

AKRB Corp Keller Williams First Coast
Realty

HA, LOC-THO MINH-PHUC

Elevate Fitness Florida LLC

YMCA of Florida’s First Coast Dye Clay
YMCA of Florida’s First Coast Camp
Immokalee

YMCA of Florida’s First Coast Barco
Newton

Katie P Photography LLC

Knight & Hay Towning

PAKS Karate - 2nd location

Calvary Missionary Baptist Church of
Orange Park

Automotive Specialist of Orange Park
Diamond Cheer & Dance

Creekside Ironworks, LLC

Duval Fields Consulting LLC

Avid Communication Solutions
Duval Fields CPA

Freedom Pest Control

Mantis Services, Inc

Duval Affiliated

Bourre Construction Group

Warrior Windows

Commercial Loan Administrative
Solutions, Inc

Goddard School

Southwest Greens of Jacksonville

A Perfect Touch Barbershop

The Law Office of Renae Kenny
Orange Park Women’s Club

A & A Wood Creations

Chasing Dreams Consignment & Thrift
Hooks N Horns Outfitters LLC

Sadhana Eyebrow Threading
Assit2Sell
G&A Manufacturing, Inc

Clay Chamber

1845 Town Center Blvd., Ste. 410

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Please direct all questions and concerns to
Megan Simmons at Commit2clay@gmail.com

View all certified businesses on our website

904.264.2651

1 AIVID

COMMIT. CONNECT. CREATE.

www.Commit2Clay.org
CLAY SGNME_

TODAY

River Park Inn

SEAL OF *

X COMMITMENT
N

Holiday Inn & Suites Orange Park
Farmhouse Chicken & Donuts
Club Continental

Fairfield Inn Orange Park
Hampton Inn Middleburg

Holiday Inn Express Fleming Island




8 CLAY TODAY « December 24, 2020

CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

Achille Carlisle Tisdelle (Ash)

On Thursday, December 10, 2020,
Achille Carlisle Tisdelle (Ash), loving hus-
band and father to three daughters passed
away at the age of 73.

Ash was born on
March 25,1947 in|
Orange Park, FL to

Colonel Achille Car- | }.

lisle Tisdelle and |%&® T
Margo Massee Tis- | g
delle. Ash grew up
in Orange Park, FL
where he lived with
his parents and two
sisters, Lorrie and
Diane, at Mira Rio,
now known as The
Club Continental.

He attended St. Johns Country Day
School in elementary years but gradu-
ated high school from Admiral Farragut
Military Academy in St. Petersburg, FL in
1965. Ash graduated from the University
of Florida in 1974 with a BSBA and was a
loyal Gator fan for the rest of his life.

In 1975 Ash met his wife, Celeste
(Richardson) Tisdelle in Jacksonville, FL.
They were married May 14, 1977 in Grace
Episcopal Church in Orange Park, FL. To-
gether they raised their three daughters,
Genevieve, Sandra, and Catherine, in
Fleming Island on the St. Johns River. The
river was a passion of Ash’'s and he loved
nothing more than a sunny summer day on
the water. He loved nature and was known
1o get his girls up at sunrise to go explore
the river.

Ash had a passion for cars, even as
a teen, and he loved to drive fast! At the
age of 23 he began racing. He went on to
race in many International Motor Sports
Association (IMSA) events, such as The
24 Hours of Daytona and The 12 Hours
of Sebring. In 1983 Ash opened Ash Tis-
delle Inc., a high line automobile sales and
service shop with a Volkswagen franchise,
that he successfully operated for twenty-
three years before selling in 2006. He was
also an active participant and volunteer of
the Amelia Island Concours D' Elegance.
Ash was a faithful and active member of
the Episcopal Church.

He worked hard and lived a healthy life-
style. He knew how to have a good time,

Achille Carlisle
Tisdelle (Ash)

had a great sense of humor, enjoyed music,
liked to play pranks on friends (and sis-
ters), and was a dedicated husband, father
and friend. He lived an exemplary life, full
of love, excitement and laughter.

Ash is survived by his wife Celeste, his
three daughters Genevieve, Sandra and
Catherine, his sisters Lorrie and Diane,
his cousin Karrie, son-in-laws Adam and
Gavin, and his three grandsons Ash, Austin
and Tillman.

In light of Covid, a family graveside ser-
vice will be held at St. Margaret's Episco-
pal Church, Hibernia. There will be a cel-
ebration of his life and a reception in the
future at The Club Continental.

In lieu of flowers gifts may be made to
the Lewy Body Dementia Association and/
or St. John's Cathedral Jacksonville.

Please sign the family's online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904)

284-4000 N
@roadu's.\"a
)

aines
Funeral Home

www hroadusraines.com

Jesse“Jay” Dare Greenwood

Jesse “Jay” Dare Greenwood passed
away December 13, 2020. He was born
January 23, 1932 in Jacksonville, Florida
and attended local schools before serving
four years in the Air Force.

Jay attended the University of Florida
earning a degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing. Following graduation, he was em-
ployed as an Aerospace Engineer at NAS
Jax and retired in 1992.

Jay was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Jesse and Camilla Greenwood. He
leaves behind to mourn his memory his
devoted wife of 66 years, Betsy; a daugh-
ter Lee Ann Adkins (Jack); two sons, Jay
Greenwood (Cheryl) and Alan Greenwood.

A private family service will be held at
a later date. Please visit the online Tribute
al www.quinn-shalz.com. Arrangements by
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home, Jack-
sonville Beach, FL.

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY

One convenient location, hecause it's important for family to he together at a difficult time.
. Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today's prices - 0% financing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com

111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

Muir Jennings Edney, Jr.

Muir Jennings Edney, Jr. or “Tim" Kd-
ney, 81, of Orange Park, Florida passed
away on December 2nd , 2020.

Although Tim went home to be with the
Lord, he will be missed by all who knew
and loved him. Tim was born in Birming-
ham, Alabama on October 30th , 1939, to
the late Muir and Katherine Edney.

Soon afterward, the family relocated to
Jacksonville, Florida for six years before
moving to Montgomery, Alabama. He at-
tended Cloverdale School and it was dur-
ing this time Tim became a star left-handed
pitcher in Little League baseball. He later
attended Sidney Lanier High School where
he was a popular and superb athlete. Tim
was a star in baseball, basketball, track
and played football as well.

As he needed to focus, he decided that
basketball and track would be his main
sports. Tim even turned down offers from
the Brooklyn Dodgers and Pittsburgh Pi-
rates to pitch! This led him to winning the
state decathlon championship in 1958,
the year he graduated from high school.
Attending Florida State University to run
track, Tim also won a full scholarship to
play basketball there. At FSU, he excelled
in both sports and majored in business,
which suited his future career in finance.

After graduation from Florida State,
Tim attended a banking school at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. He began a career in
banking in Mobile, Alabama and was in the
Army Reserves.

After becoming a vice president at Bar-
nett Bank in Jacksonville, Florida, Tim de-
cided to pursue a career in insurance. He
started his insurance career with Massa-
chusetts Mutual and did very well. He later
worked for Principal Financial Group and
Pacific Life.

His passion for sports continued some
time after college when he picked up tennis
as an adult. Being gifted as he was in ath-
letics, he went on to become one of the bet-
ter players in his age group in the state of
Florida. Tim was an avid participant of the
United States Tennis Association for over
40 years and loved to help others learn the
game.

Most importantly, Tim will always be
remembered for his love of Christ and oth-
ers around him. He was a long-lime mem-
ber and usher of Jacksonville Word of Faith
Church, as well as serving on their Advi-
sory Committee.

Tim is preceded in death by his parents;
sister, Dottie Branch, and loving wife of 43
years, Alice “Lissa” (Lowe) Edney. He is
survived by his wife, Lydia Torres; children,
Kathy Brennan, Chip Edney, and Jennings
Edney; sister, Peggy Grigg; grandchildren,
Anthony Edney, Nicole Edney, Tommy
Brennan, Samuel Brennan, Joshua Edney,
Jordan Edney and Mallory Edney.

There will be a private family gather-
ing and celebration of Tim's life in January,
2021.

Ronald Wertz Adams

Ronald Wertz Adams, 86, passed away
on December 14, 2020. He was born in
Portsmouth, Ohio and served proudly in
the United States Navy.

He was a member of Crosspointe
Church and is survived by his loving wife
of 65 years, Clydene

Adams; children:
Ronald E. Adams,
Terri L. Firth and
Kimberly Hinkle;

grandchildren: April
(Ryan) Walker, Paul
(Skyeshia)  Adams,
Timothy Adams, Kim-
berly (Justin) Smith,
Bethany Salter, Nina
Firth, Tatiyanna
Firth, Ryan Roberts and Samuel Roberts;
great-grandchildren: Clara, Levi, Selah,
Zoey, Bryson, Isaiah, Mala, Emerson, Arlo,
Charlie, Louis and Harrison; and a extend-
ed family and friends.

Funeral services were held 1 PM, Mon-
day, December 21, 2020 at Crosspointe
Church, 1871 County Road 220, Fleming
Island, FL 32003 with Pastor Ron Baker
officiating. Family will receive friends from
12-1 PM at the Church. Burial will follow
at Hardage-Giddens Holly Hill Funeral
Home and Memorial Park, 3601 Old Jen-
nings Road, Middleburg, FL. with military
honors.

Reception was with the family after the
committal service at the church. Please
post words of comfort at www.hollyhillfu-
nerals.com.

Ronald Wertz Adams

MORE OBITUARIES, 9

Funeral & Cremation Services Funeral Home

Traditional, Church & Graveside Services

* Pre-Need & Insurance
Arrangements

* World Wide Shipping

* Caskets & Urns

* Pre-Planning

¢ Cremation

Locally Owned With A

Tradition of Service

Aaron and Burney Bivens
FUNERAL HOME
r

904-264-1233
www.BivensFuneralHome.com
529 Kingsley Ave * Orange Park

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982
Law Office
1543 Kingsley Ave. * Orange Park

904-264-3412
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Carolee Green Weidner

Carolee Green Weidner

Carolee Green Weidner, 83, passed
away on Wednesday, December 16, 2020.

To thousands of Clay County school
children, she was known as Mrs. Weidner
the music teacher. Music was her life; from
learning to play the piano at age three (o
playing the organ for St. Michael's Episco-
pal Church just a few months before her
passing.

She attended Wesley College and re-
ceived her undergraduate degree in music
from Lebanon Valley College, and her Mas-
ter Of Arts in Teaching at Jacksonville Uni-
versity. She taught music at W.E. Cherry
Elementary for over thirty years, having
won Teacher of the Year in 1986.

Carolee was a Navy wife, and shared
sixty years of marriage with her devoted
partner, Jerry. She raised two children
who were a constant source of pride. She
was a kind soul to everyone she met, and
never knew a stranger.

Carolee is survived by her devoted
husband of sixty years, Jerry, her daugh-
ter, Cheryl, (Mike Rich) her son Mike, her
sister Mary Sue Willis, and her brother
Bob Green and was also greatly loved by
several nieces, nephews, and grand nieces
and nephews. They all take comfort know-
ing their favorite music teacher now sings
with a chorus of angels in heaven.

A graveside service was held on
Wednesday, December 23, 2020 at 2:30
p.m. at the Jacksonville National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please make dona-
tions to River Garden Hebrew Home.

Hardage Giddens Rivermead RIVER-
MEAD, 127 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park,
Florida 32073 is serving the family.

Lois Doherty Webber

Lois Doherty Webber, 79, of Jackson-
ville, FL entered the gates of Heaven to be
with the Lord on Monday, December 14,
2020 after a courageous journey living
with dementia.

Determined 1o

maintain  her in-
dependence to the
end, Lois had many
adventures such as
late-night rides to the
bowling alley, calling
the police for vari- .
ous incidents, and 9
walking to Walmart Lois Doherty Webber
because she could.
In the Brookdale Dementia Bridge Com-
munity, she would play ‘Possum’ to annoy
the staff and run the Nurses’ station as the
leader she was in life. She was known as
the “Tiny Dancer’ from Friday Happy hours
swinging with all.

She was born in Nashua, NH to the late
Francis Elwyn Doherty and Irene Bibeau
Honeycutt with stepfather Kenneth Hon-
eycutt Sr.

She was a graduate of St. Genevieve-of-
the-Pines Academy Catholic High School,
De Paul Hospital School of Nursing, and
Old Dominion University. Lois served in
the United States Navy as a Lieutenant,
a career Registered Nurse as Infectious
Control Manager, Charge and Emergency
Room Nurse for Norfolk General, Halifax,
and Sentara Hospitals.

Lois was a member of the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church of Green Cove Springs and
a volunteer for Humane Society of Daytona
Beach, and bingo card caller for various

Catholic Churches. She was an avid bowl-
er, bingo player, consignment store addict,
cruise enthusiast, gambled on and off the
waler, and a proud fan of the Jacksonville
Jaguars. She loved crime tv, puzzles, sew-
ing, and crocheting blankets.

In addition to her parents, Lois was pre-
ceded in death by sister, Shirley Doherty
McElrath and is survived by brother, Ken-
neth Honeycutt Jr. (Georgianne) of Ash-
ville, NC.; children, Denise Smallwood
(Dennis) and Laurie Webber both of Flem-
ing Island, FL., Teresa Eckhout (Joe) of
Richmond, VA, Thomas G. Webber Jr. (Rob-
in) and former spouse Thomas G Webber
Sr. both of Virginia Beach, VA; 5 grandchil-
dren, 2 great-grandchildren, furry children
Lizzy and Tiffany. A special thank you to all
the caregivers, you were our heroes.

A Catholic Mass and Gelebration of Life
for Lois will be held in the spring - danc-
ing shoes required. Please email Iweb-
ber1941@gmail.com for invitation. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be sent to Clay
County Humane Society. Please sign the
family’s online guestbook at www.broadus-
raines.com

Arrangements are under the care of
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904)
284-4000

R

Funeral Home

www hroadusraines.com

Shirley Thelma Biegas

Shirley Thelma Biegas, 92, of Orange
Park, FL, passed away December 17,
2020.

Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Cove Springs, FL (904)
284-4000.

www.broadusraines.com

.-’\\'
@roadus ’\a

aines b
Funeral Home

www hroadusraines.com

Linda Anderson Griffin

Linda Anderson Griffin, 68, St. Augus-
tine, FL passed away Thursday, December
17, 2020. Mrs. Griffin was born in Jesup,
Georgia to the late Harold and Retha Row-
ell Anderson. She
moved to the area
from Georgia over
50 years ago. Linda
worked side-by-side
with her husband,
Michael, as the own-
ers of Sea Breeze
Food Service. She
was a devoted wife,
mother, grandmoth-
er, sister, friend and
confidant. She lived for her three grand-
daughters who called her “Grammy”. Her
world revolved around their activities and
sporting events as she always attended
and cheered them on. Linda had a heart
of gold and was loved by all who knew her.

Mrs. Griffin was preceded in death by
her parents; and one brother, Danny An-
derson. She is survived by her loving hus-
band of 48 years, Michael Griffin; one son,
Kevin Griffin (Kyla); one daughter, Tammy
Baker (Tommy); one brother, Randy An-
derson (Julie); two sisters, Teresa Flem-
ing (Paul) and Brenda Hammonds; three
granddaughters, Katlyn Griffin, Morgan
and Regan Baker; many nieces and neph-
ews, extended family members and friends.
She will be missed by all who had the privi-
lege of knowing her.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday,
December 22, 2020 at 11:00am at Russell
Baptist Church with Patrick Martin offici-
ating. Visitation with the family will be held
one hour prior at 10:00am. Burial will fol-
low in Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery.

Arrangements are under the care of
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral
Home and Cremation Center, 2335 San-
dridge Road, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. Family and friends may share their
condolences at: www.RHRFH.com 904-
284-7720

Linda Anderson Griffin

NOW HIRING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

ESSENTIAL. FRONTLINE.

DRIVING THE FUTURE

Are you ready to join our team?

STARTING WAGE $15/HOUR
PAID TRAINING PROGRAM
FLEXIBLE, PART-TIME HOURS
PPE PROVIDED

APPLY ONLINE TODAY!
Drive4Jax.ridesta.com

The transportation services that support our nation's
education system are essential to our society.

|GN-ON
sBoNUS‘-

Ay

~a Tobacco Free Partnership
& of Clay County

Smokeless Tobacco is not Harmless Tobacco!

Cancer of the mouth
(lip, tongue, and cheek)
and throat cancer
occur most often
at the spot in the mouth
where the tobacco is held.

Surgical removal of cancer
is often needed, and parts of
., the face, tongue, cheek, or lip
must often be removed too.

POISON

It's In Every Package.

904-729-6777
www.TFP-Clay.org
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ans. The project came to Keystone Heights
10 years ago by Australian Joan Jones,
who told the audience this year’s effort will
be her last.

“I'm 93 and I can’t see anymore,” she
said.

She was honored by Clay County School
Board member Tina Bullock, who present-
ed he with a blanket depicting several pic-
tures of her at past presentations. Bullock
will take over for Jones next year.

Hendry wore his military Dress Blues
and he spoke of honor, commitment, sac-
rifice and remembrance before visitors
disbursed the wreaths throughout the
cemetery.

“Poor is the nation that has no heroes,”
Hendry said, “even poorer still is the na-
tion that having heroes, fails to remember
and honor them.”

Wreaths were placed on crosses bear-
ing the flags of the Army, Navy, Marines,
Air Force, Coast Guard, Merchant Marines
and POWS/MIAs.

Each live, balsam veteran’s wreath — Hundreds of wreaths are stacked at Keystone Heights Memorial Gardens ahead of last Satur-
is a gift of respect and appreciation, do-  day’s Wreaths Across America ceremony.

Veterans returned to Keystone Heights to
honor their military brothers and sisters.

AND HIRING!

SERVICES, INC.

~Technicians Needed~

Clean driving record is A MUST!

Email resumes to:
mantislawn@comcast.net

Experience requested but not required. i

WE ARE GROWING

MANTIS

N/
\
\

A couple dressed the part of a Revolutionary
War era. All veterans were included.

nated by a private citizen or organization
and it is placed on graves by volunteers
as a small gesture of gratitude for the
freedoms Americans enjoy, according to
STAFF PHOTOS BY DON cogLe W€ national organization. For centuries,
fresh evergreens have been used as a sym-
bol of honor and have served as a living

Retired U.S. Marine and former Clay County
Commissioner Gayward Hendry (1) talks
with a military bagpiper before Saturday’s
ceremony. Keystone Heights has hosted the
national event for 10 years.

Joan Jones, who started Keystone Heights’
Wreaths Across America, said she wil let
someone else organize the program in 2021.

SEE WREATHS, 11

“Serving Loving Families &
“Preserving Living SMemories”

Y
UL K

rial/Chapel

REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I.C.
KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.
2400 MADISON STREET

PALATKA, FL 32177
386.312.0444

www.flaggserenitychapel.com
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tribute renewed annually. Wreaths Across
America believes the tradition represents
a living memorial that honors veterans,
active-duty military and their families and
when volunteers say the name of a veteran
out loud, when placing a wreath, it ensures
they live on in our memory.

Hayward said the sacrifice by the
hundreds of soldiers buried in Keystone
Heights always will be remembered.

“These winners aren’t being honored for
what they received, but what they gave,”
Hendry said. “The American military is un-
beatable in war — not for the enemy in front
of them, but the love behind them.”

Hendry compared the service from sol-
diers with the work of politicians. And he
didn’t hold back.

“Politicians never come home crippled,
broke or in body bags,” he said.

Wreaths Across America Executive Di-
rector Karen Worcester participated at Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

“The 2020 theme for Wreaths Across
America has been ‘Be an American worth
fighting for,” and this year I have been
blessed to see my fair share,” she said.
“The determination of the American people

WREATHS across AMERICA

Keystone Heights Elementary music director and chorus director Melissa Mann (center) sings
the National Anthem while two of her students perform it in sign language.

“The determination of the
American people and their
commitment to the mission
to Remember, Honor, Teach,
made it possible for us to
move forward this year, safely.
We are humbled, and forever
grateful for the outpouring
of support from all across the

country.”
— Wreaths Across America
Executive Director Karen Worcester

and their commitment to the mission to
Remember, Honor, Teach, made it possible
for us to move forward this year, safely. We
are humbled, and forever grateful for the
outpouring of support from all across the
country.”

Keystone Heights was one of three Clay
County cemeteries celebrating Wreaths
Across America. The others were Jackson-
ville Memory Gardens and Holly Hill Me-
morial Park in Middleburg. Several mili-
tary organizations, including AMVETS Post
806, American Legion posts from Keystone
Heights, Middleburg and Orange Park,
Vietnam Veterans of America and three
veteran-based motorcycle clubs.

Phil Puckett (left) and Bob Conneely, both retired from the U.S. Navy, salute as a wreath was

hung on a cross honoring the Navy.

ANNIVERSARY

InJune of 1960, Barbara Hawkins and George Ruckersfeldt met each
other for the first time on Jones Beach in New York. They married
December 26, 1960 and started their adventure that landed them where
they are today; with 4 children, 9 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren,
and 2 more on the way. Passing down all their love and learning through
3 generations, Grandma and Pop Pop deserve nothing less than to be
celebrated today. Happy 60" Anniversary! We love you!

HEALTH + SAFETY

IS OUR TOP
PRIORITY.
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Orange Park selects Hall to fill empty City Council seat

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcila.com

ORANGE PARK — The town council finally
agreed to select Virginia Hall to fill its va-
cant Seat 4.

Former council member Connie Thomas
held Seat 4 before stepping down to pursue
other political aspirations last May. The
council remained in a deadlock for more
than six months between two candidates:
Daniel Cabreiro and Hall. Cabreiro told the
council during a special meeting on Dec.
16 he was removing himself from the run-
ning.

“It is no secret that I have been vocal
in public comments...regarding major is-
sues in Orange Park ([ike] property devel-
opment in town, budget spending, a lack
of public input and participation, and the
very extended vacancy of council Seat 4,”
Cabreiro said. “These and many other is-
sues continue to weigh heavily on my mind

After a six-month deadlock between the four
council members, Virginia Hall was selected to
fill Seat 4.

and in my heart as I continue to plan for
my family’s future here in the Town of Or-
ange Park.

“It brings me some hope though that in

the past year there has been an upsurge in
involvement by the public and increase in
residents willing to participate and serve.
These changes by the public and other
individuals stepping up gives me enough
comfort where I don't feel the overwhelm-
ing urgency that I need to run for public
office at this time, specifically for council
Seat 4.”

Cabreiro then withdrew from consider-
ation, leaving Hall as the only candidate.
Council member Roland Mastandrea made
a motion to nominate Hall to the position,
and council member Eddie Henley second-
ed the motion. The council approved Hall's
nomination with a 4-0 vote, but not before
some expressed their disappointment with
how everything went.

“You know, this seat’s been empty for
six months...and almost every council
meeting, [ have tried to bring this council
together to vote,” council member Randy
Anderson said. “For six months, it’s not

a big deal. Now we want to pult someone
in this chair when we know people have
filed to run for this chair, and now we want
to fill it. To me, I don't agree with that be-
cause it wasn’t important for the last six
months and now it's important.

“It's been empty for six months and it
needs to continue to stay empty. We need
to let the residents of the town select who
goes to that chair.”

The residents of Orange Park will still
be able to vote who takes the seat 4 on
May. Hall will on the council until then, al-
though she can run for the seat.

In other business, the council approved
a reimbursement of $1,539,719 from
CARES Act funding.

“This is reimbursement for all the over-
time and extra money our public service
staff had to spend for the COVID-19 thing
S0 we're getting paid back for money we've
already expended so this is very good for
the town.”

Human Collective Foundation provide relief to 53 families of students

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY - The Human Collective
Foundation, through its connections at
Fleming Island and Orange Park highs, has
identified more than 53 families of students
who are in need and homeless. The foun-
dation has worked to provide gifts, trees,

Town of Penney Farms
Town Council Election

Results

The Town of Penney Farms held
a Town Election for Council Seat
# 5 on December 8, 2020. After
all qualified votes were counted,
Incumbent and current Mayor
Paul Sabin retained his seat on
the Town Council and will serve
another four-year term. There
were 251 total votes:

155 Votes for Paul Sabin

96 Votes for Warren Hogan

A truckload of food and gifts arrive to Human Collective Foundation to help 53 local families
with poor, homeless students.

meals and furniture to those in need this
holiday season.

“We decided to help people that were
hard on their times, especially do to
COVID. We reached out to our local high
schools,” said a representative of the Hu-
man Collective who preferred not to be
identified. “Three of the people that are on
the board are alumni of Orange Park High
School. So we reached out to them first.
We were connected to a social worker
there who is amazing. She connected us
with some families. We found out there's
over 35 families there who are considered
homeless. And then my children go to
Fleming Island High School, so I connect-

ed with a guidance counselor over there
and found out that there’s 13 students that
are considered homeless at Fleming.”

The representative also reached out
to her church, which helped connect her
with other families in need. Between the
two schools and the church, the foundation
was able to find 60 families whom they
could help.

The foundation has been “blessed,” as
the representative put it, to meet a fantas-
tic family with three children that just got
their first apartment but have no furniture.

“They were sleeping on the floor,” she
said. “We were able to bring over a set of
bunk beds yesterday [last Thursday] with

mattresses. We are delivering another
sel of beds today [last Friday] with mat-
tresses. We gave her a Christmas tree; she
mentioned her family had not celebrated
Christmas in more than three years.”

Other families received similar gifts of
Christmas trees and got help where they
needed it to set up and decorate the trees.

The Human Collective is a non-profit,
so help is always appreciated and comes
from different places.

The Grub Brothers will lend their help
by catering Christmas dinners for some of
the families being assisted.

Most Americans face a challenging
economic climate, as the pandemic has
changed life on a massive scale. Many are
still willing to help.

“We have been shocked with the amount
of people that have come forward and said,
‘here’s money, here’s money, here's mon-
ey,”” said the representative. “The commu-
nity has just banded together. I think when
you realize that you're living in a com-
munity... and your kids go to school here
and somebody that sits next to one of your
children could be homeless and not have a
jacket for the winter. I mean, that kind of
hits home, and as a parent, you never want
another child to not have the equal oppor-
tunities and the things that they deserve
to have: good life, just to be warm in the
winter. They should be warm; they should
have food; they should be given the basic
needs to ensure that they succeed while
they're in school.”

The goal of the Human Collective, which
has named the program “Hope is Greater
Than COVID,” is to remain involved with
the children they have helped throughout
their high school careers.
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Fallen soldiers honored at Wreaths Across America in Middleburg

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG - Friends and family of the
U.S. military gathered at the Holly Hill
Memorial Park to honor fallen American
veterans and participate in the Wreaths
Across America ceremony on Saturday,
Dec. 19.

Led by U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class (re-

tired) Jimmy Arthur, the observance fea-
tured a color guard, veterans representing
each military branch to lay a commemora-
tive wreath, and guest speaker, Clay Coun-
ty Manager and retired U.S. Navy Capt.
Howard Wanamaker.

“It’'s personal to me because I feel like,
as far as our veterans go in our local lo-
cations, the veteran's cemetery, the na-
tional ceremony, they get those honors and
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rites,” Arthur said.

Also participating was Gary Newman,
a Navy veteran and vice-president of the
Florida State Council of Vietnam Veterans
of America.

Following the laying and saluting of
the wreaths by the different veterans, Wa-
namaker spoke, thanking those in atten-
dance, and those veterans no longer with
us. He spoke of the sacrifice many have
made to assure that Americans can enjoy
the freedoms promised to them.

“For Wreaths Across America, the

motto ‘Remember, Honor and Teach,” is so
extremely important to this day as we're in
the holiday season and people are in the

hustle and bustle of Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year’s,” said Wanamaker. “It's
good to take a pause and remember those
who gave the ultimate sacrifice [some of
them], and that are sacrificing daily for our
freedoms in our country.”

At the conclusion of the brief remarks
and the official ceremony, visitors walked
the cemetery grounds on their own and
place wreaths on the tombs of the de-
ceased soldiers.
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Philanthropist MacKenzie Scott gives United Way of NE Florida $20 million

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY - The United Way of North-
east Florida announced it received a $20
million donation from renowned author
and philanthropist MacKenzie Scott. This
gift is the largest single donation in the or-
ganization's 96-year history and underpins
the critical role United Way plays in the
community.

“We are humbled by this recognition
and the show of confidence Ms. Scott
placed in us with this gift — and for rais-

ing awareness about the critical issues
communities like ours are facing,” said Mi-
chelle Braun, president and CEO of United
Way of Northeast Florida.
“This profound commitment
is a testament to the work of
our team and our partners —
and to the meaningful change
we accomplish together.”
United Way of Northeast
Florida, which includes Clay
County, is one of 384 organizations select-
ed from among 6,940 as a recipient of an

FACEBOOK QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What did you learn about
yourself during 20207?

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcilla.com

CLAY COUNTY - This year has been a year
full of hardships for many and in many dif-
ferent ways, but it's in times like these that
life lessons are revealed.

We asked Clay Today readers what they
learned through the ups and down, the
highs and lows, of 2020. We asked them
what they learned about themselves, what
they learned about their family and what
they learned about anything at all this
year. Many responders seem to be reeling
with the political and health-related ef-
fects of 2020.

“II learned that] people who have no
training in medicine and/or politics need to
keep their mouths shut about them both,
and hide said mouths behind a mask,” resi-
dent Karen Fey said.

Joe Colley said he learned this year it’s
not necessary for many Facebook posts to
be about politics and COVID-19. Others,
though, still have politics on their mind
when browsing the feeds of Facebook.

“Il learned that] socialists will lie,
cheat, steal and anything else necessary (o
stay in power,” Susan Jones said.

Clarise Keegan said she learned not to
trust any kind of media, although Facebook
is considered to be a form of media. And
many use social media as their only news
source.

Missy Leilani said she learned this year
that journalists are nothing more than
activists pushing a narrative, which is a

painting made with quite a broad brush.

“And that the media as a whole now
functions as the propaganda wing of the
leftist globalist party we call the Demo-
crats,” Leilani said.

Others used their response to the Clay
Today Facebook Question of the Week to
touch on more local matters.

“I[I learned that] the Town of Orange
Park Council needs an upgrade,” Beverly
Valliere said.

Orange Park has found itself as the
center of attention this year in more ways
than one. Citizens clashed over the ap-
proval of the Orange Park Plaza, a large
commercial project that is expected to
bring new housing and new businesses 10
Orange Park. And just last week, a council
member announced he’s suing the town's
insurance after it said it would not cover
the cost of his lawsuit with two residents in
the town. This prompted further dissension
in the town.

Of all the responses Clay Today re-
ceived on this week's Facebook Question
of the Week, none were more poignant
than that of Teresa Sanday, though, as she
learned something everyone deserves Lo
learn and know.

“I love my family,” Sanday said. “And,
[ am forever grateful they aren’t hateful.”

What have you learned during the 2020
experience? Let us know in the comments
of last week's Facebook Question of the
Week and be sure to check out the Clay To-
day Newspaper Facebook page to see this
week’s question of the week.
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United Way
of Northeast Florida

exceptional donation from Scott. Accord-
ing to Scott’s announcement, organizations
were chosen for their “strong leadership
teams and results, with spe-
cial attention to those oper-
ating in communities facing
high projected food insecu-
rity, high measures of racial
inequity, high local poverty
rates, and low access 1o phil-
anthropic capital.”

Scott, the ex-wife of Amazon founder
Jeff Bezos, now has donated more than $4
billion to charities in the last four months,
according to National Public Radio.

United Way and its partners work to-
gether to address immediate needs faced
by struggling individuals and families,
while also making long-term investments
that tackle the root causes of these issues.

“The community and our nonprofit part-
ners depend on the annual funding we raise
each year from our incredible donors,”
said Braun. “Their support for the day-to-
day work meeting our community's needs
is how we fuel change. While Ms. Scott's
gift is significant, the needs in our commu-
nity are great and escalating dramatically
during these challenging times. It is our
hope this gift will serve as a springboard
for more people to get involved because
change doesn’t happen alone.”

Over the next few months, United Way
will develop its long-term strategy for how

MacKenzie Scott

to best utilize this extraordinary gift. This
will include creating sustainable initiatives
for the benefit of our community that ef-
fectively address the most pressing issues
we face.

“We are honored by the tremendous
trust in our organization this generous gift
represents,” said Jim Stepnoski, chair of
United Way's board of directors. “It under-
scores our ongoing leadership and strate-
gic approach to meeting the needs of the
most vulnerable in our community. This
donation will enhance our ability to deepen
that work. We know community change,
especially sustainable change, is not easy
and doesn’t happen overnight. But, to-
gether — standing alongside our donors,
partners, volunteers and staff — we know
it's possible.” For more information on the
work of United Way of Northeast Florida
and its partners, visit unitedwaynefl.org.

For Clay Today

GLAY COUNTY - County Property Apprais-
er Tracy S. Drake wants to inform the
citizens of Clay County that the statutory
deadline to apply for property tax exemp-
tions is Monday, March 1.

Homestead  exemption applicants
must have legal or equitable title to the
property as of Jan. 1. Applicants must
also provide two documents to establish
proof of permanent residency (i.e., updat-
ed driver's license or identification card,
voler registration card, vehicle registra-
tion, utility bill, etc.) and the social secu-
rity numbers of all applicants (including
spouses) is required. Applicants who are
not U.S. citizens must provide a copy of
their permanent resident (green) card.
Applicants without permanent residence
status should contact our office for eligi-
bility details. Mobile home owners should
also bring the title(s) or registration(s) to
the mobile home.

Applications may be filed at the main

Applications for property tax
exemptions due by March 1

office in Green Cove Springs located on
the second floor of the Administration
Building, the Orange Park branch office
located at 1518 Park Ave. or at the Tax
Collector’s branch office located at 7380
State Road 100 in Keystone Heights.
Once the initial application has been
filed — and granted — the exemption will be
automatically renewed each January and
a renewal notice will be mailed to you. If
you still live in the home and qualify for
the exemption, no action is required -
keep the renewal notice as your receipt
and continue to enjoy the benefits of lower
taxes. Florida law provides for a number
of ad valorem property tax exemptions,
classifications and assessment reductions
which will reduce the taxable value of
property. The property owner must qualify
as of January 1 of the current assessment
year. For more information, please visit
WWW.CCpao.com, or contact our office at
(904) 284-6305 or (904) 269-6305 to
speak with an exemption specialist.
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cHuRcH DIRECTORY

WORSHIP GUIDE FOR CLAY COUNTY CHURCHES

Matthew 1:21

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.”

MIDDLEBURG

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE OF MIDDLEBURG
Pastor M. David Goodman

4182 CR 218 Suite 6,

Middleburg, FI 32068

Sunday Worship 11:00a.m. / Wed. 7:00p.m.
(904) 298-1443 or (904) 945-9663

BLACK CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
3216 State Rd. 218 - 282-4033

BLACK POND BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Charlie Hunt, Senior Pastor

3644 Old Jennings Rd,, Middleburg FL 32068
282-5718

BRANAN FIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Jack Lee

ARGYLE

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
6551 Argyle Forest - Pastor Newlin Schaefer
1030 a.m. Worship Service - 9 am. Sunday School 778-1491

IGLESIA PRESBITERIANA NUEVA ESPERANZA AT ORANGE PARK
Culto Domingos/Worship 11:30 AM

8701 Argyle Forest Blvd. - Jacksonwille, FL 32244

ph. 904-779-7198 « DR. Luis G. Collazo

Nuevo Niimero Celular 939-332-1700

KIRKWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Pastor Sandra Hedrick

8701 Argyle Forest Blvd

Sunday Worship 10am. » Sunday School 8:45am
Wed. Bible Study 6:45p.m. Pre-school Dir April Bradlee
wwwhirkwoodchurch.org

OAKLEAF BAPTIST CHURCH

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy. - Orange Park, FL. 32065
Phone: 904-214-9066 - www.oakleafbaptist.com
THE CHURCH AT ARGYLE

6823 Argyle Forest Blvd - Jacksonville FL 32244
Phone: 777-1238 Fax: 779-1845

CLAY HILL

CLAY HILL BAPTIST

6054 CR-218, Maxville + 289-9292
LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Skipper Smith

Lake Asbury Comm. Center

DOCTORS INLET

DOCTORS INLET CHURCH OF GOD
Chris Oliver
144 0ld Jennings Rd. - 272-0919

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
REV. GARY SHILLING
2827 CR220

RIVERS OF LIFE MINISTRIES

Skip & Sheilah Ryan

P.0.Box 324 DI 32030

272-5433

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Pastor Craig Bowen

564 Tara Farms Dr. (across from Doctors
Inlet Elementary near College Dr & CR 220)
272-3302

THE CROSS
Pastor Cary Sanders

582 Plantation Dr. (College Dr. extended south from CR 220)
9am. Small Groups 10:15 Worship 7 p.m. Wednesday
272-1754

PENNEY FARMS

FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Gary Melvin

3904 State Road 16 West - Penney Farms, FL 3207
(904) 529-9084

FLEMING ISLAND

CHRIST’S CHURCH FLEMING ISLAND
5900 US. 17 South, Fleming Island
Services: Sunday, 9:30 am. & 11 am.
268-2500

‘CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH
5101 Lakeshore Dr. W. « Fleming Island
Sunday Worship 8:00 am. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 am.
CROSSWALK COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Meeting at Fleming Island Elementary)
Armand Egnew, Pastor
Sunday Worship 10:30 am. - Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
888-713-8884 - 710-8723
CROSSPOINTE CHURCH

finister Ron Baker
1871 CR 220 - 264-4370
Sunday @ 10:00am
FLEMING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
(FIUMC.ORG)
Pastor Mason Dorsey
9:30 AM. Worship
7170 Highway 17 - 284-3366

HERITAGE BAPTIST
4325 Hwy. 17 5.+ 269-2405

GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH

5800 Hwy 17

The Rev. Mike McDonald

Sunday Services: 7:45 am - 9am 11 am
wwiwgraceanglicanchurch.com
PATHWAY CHURCH

. Elementary, Lakeshore Dr. E.

10am. Sunday

Teaching Pastor: Russell Frankiin, 541-0092

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
David Swinyer, Pastor

4501 US. 17 5. 269-2607

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sat 5:30, 5un 800, 1030, 5:30

7190 Hwy 17 5. 284-3811

SAMUEL'S AWAKENING MINISTRIES

Dr Colin Lieberman

Fleming Island Plantation Amenity Center

2300 Town Center Blvd.

904-372-3716 - www.samuelsawakening.wix.com/hear

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS ANGLICAN CHURCH
wwwisaintmichaelsanglican.org

5041 Lakeshore Drive West

Fleming Island, 904-705-3614

Sunday services: 830 Morning Prayer;

9:30 Bible Study; 1030 Holy Eucharist

Wednesday service: 12:15 p.m.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS

CELEBRATION FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
806 0ak St. » 284-1570

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Paul Salazar, Pastor

506 So. Highland Ave. - 284-5936
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Claude McEldowney

3650 Russell Rd - 2841858

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

703 Middleburg Ave.
CONGREGATION HOLINESS CHURCH
Rev. Ronnie Surrency

Hwy. 16 - Home » 284-5913
Congregational Holiness Church School
CROSSROAD LUTHERAN CHURCH
5101 Lakeshore Drive West

Fleming lsland Plantation

Rev. James Graeser » 264-6575
DECOY BAPTIST CHURCH

Bobby Baker

671 Decoy Rd. - 2845223

FAITH BAPTIST TEMPLE

Rev. Louie Doan 4330 CR-15A

FIRST AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCH
433 Palmetto Ave. 284-5490

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

615 Walnut 5t. - 284-9231

Pastor Anselmo Castano

FIRST HAITIAN CHURCH

Rev. Fritzner Jean

1489 Russell Rd

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Buddy Dean, Pastor

5945 Hwy 17,

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Sun.@ 10am.; Thurs. @ 7 pm
850-322-4201

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Mark D. Hults

300 Gum St, Green Cove Springs 32043
284-9261 wwwfirstpresgcs.org

Sunday worship 800 & 1030 am
Sunday school 9 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST

David 5. Jackson

500 Walnut St. - 284-9700

FOUNTAIN OF FAITH OUTREACH MINISTRY
Sunday services, 11 am.
Moosehaven Chapel Phone 251-5484

GRACE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
4411 Springbank Rd, GCS

Brother Spurgeon Hayes - Pastor

sun. School 10- 11 am.

Worship Service 11 -Noon

Sunday Eve. 6 pm. - 7:30 pm

Wed. Eve. 630 pm. - 730 pm.

Thursday. Eve. 630 pm. - 7:30 pm.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CHURCH OF GOD
3218US. 17N, - 2846916

HARBOR BAPTIST CHURCH
Samuel Jewell Pastor

1120 Clay St. at Hwy 17

Green Cove Springs - 5295229

HIBERNIA BAPTIST CHURCH
7100 Highway 17 « Green Cove Springs
904 529-8944

HICKORY GROVE BAPTIST

310 Oakridge Ave. - G.CS. - 904-284-3311
KINGDOM OF GOD IN CHRIST

Elder Scott + 1205 Houston St.

LIVING WATERS WORSHIP CENTER
1104 Idlewild Ave.

MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Johnny Bryant - 1315 East St

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST
Rev. Robert L. Wright
1300 MLK Blvd. - 284-9431

MT. ZION A.M.E. CHURCH
549 Palmetto Ave.

James Pernell, Sr.

2001 Deel Rd.

ORANGE AVENUE BAPTIST
Rev. Darrell Sammons
1106 N. Orange Ave. - 284-3937

PARADISE CHURCH

1809 East West Parkway

Fleming Island, Florida 32003

www paradisejax.com

Pastor: Dr. Randy Bryan
randy@paradisejax.com

RUSSELL BAPTIST

2299 Sandridge Rd,, GCS

Lake Asbury 284-3951

815 am, 11:00 am &6:00 pm Sunday Service
ST.JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH

207 Palmetto Ave, Green Cove

(Sacred Heart Parish facility)

Nicholas A, Marziani, Pastor

11am. Sunday Worship

Phone 460-0535

ST.JOSEPH BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Embry Bradley P.O. Box 1042

ST. MARY'S EPISCOPAL

Rev. Amy A, Slater

400 St. Johns Ave. - 284-5434

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS ANGLICAN CHURCH
5041 Lakeshore Drive West - Fleming Island 32003
904-705-3614
www.saintmichaelsanglican.org

Sunday services: 9:00 Morning Prayer; 9:30 Bible Study; 10:30 Holy Eucharist

Wednesday service: 12:15 pm.

SHARON SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
5584 Sharon Rd. - 284-0046

SOUL WINNING TEMPLE HOLINESS CHURCH
Pastor Kelvin Lockett

Ernestine Lockett (Overseer)

Sunday School 9:30 am.

Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm

607 Walnut Street - 284-4151

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
780 Water Oak Lane Fleming Island, Fla.

(904) 284-3722

Worship services begin at 9am.and 11 am
BEULAH BAPTIST

4579 SR-21 - 529-9530
beulahbaptist1850@yahoo.com

Sunday School 9 am, Services 10 a.m Wednesday 7 p.m.
SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Marc Swarthout

CR 226 - 284-9044

FIRST BLACK CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

3904 Hwy. 16 W.

529-9084

PENNEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
“Interdenominational”

Plhng & Caroline Blvd. - 284-8200

SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH

1015 Idlewild Ave, Green Cove Springs

Sunday Sch 9:30 am, Worship 1030 a.m,

Wed.7 pm.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday 8:00,. 10:30, 5:30Saturday 5:30 p.m.

7190 Hwy 17, Green Cove Springs

VICTORIOUS LIFE CHURCH

5205. Oakridge Ave.

Green Cove Springs « 284-0623

Sunday AM 5.5 9:45 Sunday AM 1045 Wednesday Bible Study 7:00

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

CHRIST EVANG. LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Todd Engel, Pastor

3760 SR 21, KH

Sunday worship 9:15 am, 10:30 am. Wed. Bible hour 630 pm.

FRESH START FELLOWSHIP
Fresh Start Fellowship

7191 State Road 21N Keystone
3524736550

Sunday Service 10:00 am

Wednesday 6:30 pm

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE CHURCH

Rev. Paul Coleman, Pastor

1155 Orchid Avenue

Keystone Heights, FL 32656 - 352-473-2713

Sunday School 9:15 am., Sunday Worship 10:30 am. Evening 6 pm. and

Wed.7 pm.
IMMANUEL ANGLICAN CHURCH

915 Orchid Avenue

The Reverend Reul Toro

Sunday Service 10AM

wwwimmanuel-keystone.org

KEYSTONE CHURCH OF CHRIST

6963 State Rd. 21 North

Keystone Heights 352-475-5805

Sunday Worship 10 am

Wednesday 6 pm.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Huy. 21 + 473-0602

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
SR 100 High Ridge Estates

KEYSTONE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Don Corbit, Pasto

Hwy. 21 South

9am. Praise and Worship

10:55 a.m. Traditional Worship

352-473-3829 - www.khumc.org

908 d Rd. 282-7970

CALVARY BAPTIST
Pastor Ken Pledger
1532 Longbay Rd. - 282-0407

CELEBRATION CHURCH - MIDDLEBURG
Meeting at Tynes Elementary
9:302.m.& 11:152.m. 264-8133

CINNAMON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Daniel Padgett
20 Cinnamon St. 282-0881

CHRISTIAN FAITH CENTER
4201 Everett Ave. - Middleburg, FL
Wendell A. Shaw, Minister

Mark Sellers, Minister 291-1235

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Charles McGuckin

1651 Russell Rd. 282-5048

Corner of CR 220 & 209

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Service 11:00 am.

GOOD SAMARITAN ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev. Christopher M. Klukas, Rector

3813 Old Jennings Rd

904-406-5660

www GoodSamaritanAnglican org
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am
Sunday School 9:30-10:15am
CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
1595 Baxley Road, Middleburg, FL 32068
Pastor John Sweat, Sr. 904-376-5049
EGLISE BAPTISTE DU CALVAIRE

A French-Creole Speaking Church

Dr. Samuel Louis-Jean, Pastor

1532 Long Bay Rd

Sunday School 10:00 am.

Worship Service 11:00 am

Sunday Night 7:00pm

639-5244

EVANGEL TEMPLE

Southwest 5040 CR 218

Middleburg, FI 32068

Sunday Morning 10:40a.m. Wed. 7:30p.m.
904-291-1426

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Pastor Ira Cloud

3167 CR 215

Sunday School 930 am

Sunday Worship 10:30 am.

Wednesday 7 pm to 8 p, Children’s Church,
Student Ministries, Adult Bible Study

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Bobby R. Lewis, Jr.

2645 Blanding Blvd. 282-5289
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
Pastor Bob Coulter

3965 Old Jennings Rd. 282-1810

FREEDOM DESTINY
1241 Blanding Blvd,
Orange Park, 32065
Pastor Adam Smithyman

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Edward L. Weinberg
Everett Avenue, Middleburg
282-7777

Pastor Melvin Register

KINGSLEY LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
Jonathan Rodriguez, Pastor

6289 Mary Dot Lane

Starke, FL 32091

Sunday School 9:452.m

Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 7om

LAKE ASBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
2674 Henley Rd. - 282-7079

Pastor Matt Swain

Sunday School: 915 & 10:15

Sunday Worship: 9, 1030 &6
LABCFamily.org

LIVING WATERS OF MIDDLEBURG
Dennis Mills, Pastor

5118 County Road 218 West 291-0704

CENTERPOINT BAPTIST
Pastor Lee Fulenwider

1650 Blanding, Middleburg 291-1880
Sunday 10:15 & 5:30; Wednesday 7.00

MAXVILLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rev. Linda Adkins
9140 Hwy. 301, Mxvl 289-9727

MIDDLEBURG CHURCH OF GOD
2728 Howard Rd. - 282-2957

MIDDLEBURG PRESBYTERIAN
Pastor Holly Medearis
4564 Rosemary St. - 282-0130

MIDDLEBURG UNITED METHODIST
Rev. Brian Sanderson
3825 Main St. - 282-5589

NORTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Ron Robertson

2360 Blanding Blvd (behind Karate Studio)
735-4318

MORNING STAR FAMILY CHURCH
Pastor Tom Croft
3900 Main St. 282-3393

NEW INDEPENDENT CHURCH OF GOD
4360 Longmire Rd.

OAK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Kermit Matthews
CR 215, Middleburg 282-2984

PINEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN
Pastor J. D. Funyak
198 Knight Boxx Rd.
Middleburg, Florida

SALVATION ARMY

2795 CR220 - 2766677

SOUTH MIDDLEBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Delton Kilpatrick

4565 Alligator Bivd.

904-406-2883

ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Pastor Andy Blaszkowski

1606 Blanding Blvd, - 282-0439
Sunday 815 and 11 am

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN
1614 Blanding Blvd. - 282-8876

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
4342 County Road 218, Middleburg, Fla
(904) 282-1040

Worship services begin at 9 am. on Sundays
THE ROCK BIBLE CHURCH

1811 Henley Rd. Middleburg

(904)572-6599

Sunday School 945 am

Worship service 9:15, 11:00 and 5:30 p.m.
VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Ron Stephans

P.0. Box 862 or 3114 CR 220 904-282-0310

ORANGE PARK

THE SPRINGS CHURCH

317 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park, Fl 32073
3796208

Pastor John Bailey

WwW.tscjax.com

ABUNDANT JOY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Rev. Donald . Taylor

999 Blanding Blvd

2130048

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH

2156 Loch Rane Blvd

Pastor Jerry Nordsiek

272-6370

Sunday 800am, 1000am & 11:15am
wwwAdventOP.org

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK
Rev. Chris Sanders, Pastor

Sunday Worship

Sunday School 8:45 m.

Worship 1000 am

16 College Dr.

272:0110 wwwasburyop.com
BAHA'I

1-800-22-UNITE

Jacksonville Baha'i Center

5034 Greenland Road, Jacksonville
904-646-9813

BE READY MINISTRIES

First Christian-Jewish Fellowship

Spirit and Truth Worship Center

Across From Grove Park Elem on Miller & Gano
264-6791, 778-1869, 800-445-9955

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Tom Neal
4459 US. Hwy. 17 S,

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Paul Fowler, Pastor
3060 Moody Rd.

BIBLE BELIEVERS
Christian Fellowship

Pastor Curtis ABeckeles .
2106 Park Avenue - 269-2423

BUCKMAN BRIDGE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
www.bbuucorg

P.0. Box 844, Orange Park, FL 32067

276:3739

CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Pastor Greg Evans

9 Knight Boxx Rd

272-5774

Wednesday 7:00 p.m,

Sunday 10am.

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
112 Blanding Bivd.
Pastor Greg Grant - 2724210

CALVARY MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
504 McIntosh Ave.

Rev. Eddie Henley, Sr.

Sun 10:45 am.

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
942 Oak Lane
Pastor Jerry N. Thrower 276-9099

CELEBRATION CHURCH 0.P. CAMPUS
Pastor James Price

Sundays 9:30 am., 11:30 am. & 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays 6:00

904-737-1121 wwwi.celebration.org
CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER

Meets Sunday at 2:00 at Wilson Inn on
Collins Road

CLAY COMMUNITY CHURCH

801-3 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park, FL 32065
Pastor David Thomasson

Service 9:30 am.
www.claycommunitychurch.org

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Rev. Bil Register

6865 Pine Avenue, Fleming Island
904-284-3030

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GOD
J.A. Jones, Pastor

DeBarry & Gano - 264-7540

FAITH MINISTRIES
406 Jefferson Ave.
Orange Park, FL 32065 - 213-0629

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK
David Tarkington, Pastor

1140 Kingsley Ave. » 264-2351

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ORANGE PARK
Jim Joiner, Pastor

2876 Moody Rd. » 272-1250

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Rev. Aaron W. Smith

245 Kingsley Ave

Sunday: &00am, in the Chapel (with music)
10:30a.m. i the Church (with music)
264-9981

HIGHPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH
Pastor Mike Hailey

Pastor Tommie Darm

84 Knight Boxx Road

2727949

Sundays 900 & 1030 am.
www.highpointccop.com

ISLAND VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
900 Park Avenue - www.vbcorg
Bible Study 9:15 & Worship 10:30

JOURNEY CHURCH
Lake Grey Boulevard
483-6881

Pastor Eric Jaffe
wwwiourneychurch org

KINGSLEY AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1365 Kingsley Avenue, OP, FL

930 Bible Study, 10:30 Worship,

600 p.m. Worship and 7:00 pm

Wednesday Service

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Ryan Tuten, Minister

Andy McDonald, Youth & Family Minister

2539 Moody Rd

2642463

LIGHTHOUSE BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Romeo Cerico

Meets at New Life Fellowship

1045 Blanding Blvd, Ste. 209

Orange Park - 945-4712 - wwwlbbcjaxvpweb.com

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
1134 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park;

Sunday Adult Bible Study 930 am,

Main Worship Service at 1030 am,

both with free nursery and child services,
ORANGE PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Dr. Charles Lever, Pastor

Worship: 800, 9:25, 11:00 - Youth: 630

2105 Park Avenue. » 264-2241

ORANGE PARK CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3212 Moody Rd. - 269-5623

ORANGE COVE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
New Pastor - Andre' Van Heerden

Prayer meeting Wednesday at 7 pm.

Worship at 11:20 am. Saturday

4501 US Hwy 17 South » 269-2607

ORANGE PARK PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. John Diller

Sunday School 9:30 am and 11:00am
Worship 930 am. & 11 am

1905 Park Avenue

264-0536 - vww.oppresby.com

RIDGEWOOD BAPTIST

Rev. Michael Clifford

939 Blanding Blvd. 272-3791

9:30 am. Connection Groups/Bible Study

1045 a.m. Worship Service

ST. CATHERINE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Ignatius Plathanam, CM), Pastor

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil Eucharist 5pm

Sunday Eucharist 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm
Sunday Eucharist (Spanish) 6:30pm

1649 Kingsley Ave.

264-0577

ST. GILES PRESBYTERIAN

Jake Young, Pastor

116 Foxridge Dr. 272-1244

ST.JAMES AME CHURCH
Alesia Scott-Ford, Pastor

504 McIntosh Ave.

Sunday Service 11a.m. 278-7037

ST. SIMON BAPTIST CHURCH
930 AM. Sunday School

11:00 AM. Traditional Worship Service

6:30 PM. Wed, Prayer Service and Bible Study

Rev. WH. Randall, The Pastor

1331 Miller Street, Orange Park, FL. 32073

904-215-3300

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
461 Blanding Boulevard, Orange Park, Fla

(904) 272-1150

Worship services begin at 9 am.and 11 am.on Sundays

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Pastor Jerry Larkford

1134 Blanding Bivd. 272-1017

VINEYARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP OF ORANGE PARK
109 Industrial Loop. N 276-7642

ith

Dr. William P. Register
First Assembly Fleming Island

This Day

And in the same region there were
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around
them, and they were
filled with great fear.
And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for
behold, T bring you
good news of great joy
that will be for all the
people. For unto you
is born This Day (em-
phasis mine) in the
city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a man-
ger.” (Luke 2:8-12)

This day ... the fullness of time had
come (and) God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons.

This day ... the Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us.

This day ... the Son of God became the
son of man so that the sons of man could
become the sons of God.

This day ... Heaven gave up its Light
S0 that the darkness of the world could be
overcome by the light of the world.

This day ... an infant babe miracu-
lously came out of a virgin's womb to for-
ever change the course of world history.

This day ... the King of Kings was born
in a humble stable in the presence of don-
keys, sheep and other animals.

This day ... The message came forth
from the halls of heaven “This is my be-
loved son.”

This day ... He who was rich, for your
sakes became poor, that you through his
poverty might be rich. (2 Cor. 8:9)

This day ... our Savior, Jesus Christ
was born!

(I recommend that you cut out this ar-
ticle and use it with your family devotions
and Scripture reading on Christmas morn-

ing.)

www.firstagcc.org
Write the Pastor at PastorBill@
firstagce.org

ECIay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative g\)
Competitive rates, not-for-profit,
right here in your community.
Keystone ¢ (352) 473-4917
Orange Park ¢ (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com
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Proposed trail through
Orange Park derailed

by COVID-19

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcila.com

ORANGE PARK — A local man is still fight-
ing for a trail he wants built, despite being
met with silence from state leaders during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Clay Today reported on an 8.33-mile
trail that local citizen and engineer, Mi-
chael Wallwork, was looking to get extend-
ed an additional five miles to connect the
Black Creek Trail to Orange Park to Jack-
sonville and the NAS Jacksonville back in
January. Former Orange Park mayor Con-
nie Thomas asked Wallwork back in Janu-
ary to create a plan for this extension, and
while excitement around the trail was pal-
pable, key figures like state senators and
the governor haven't reacted.

“There’s five different government enti-
ties involved,” Wallwork said. “That means
you've got five different entities together
to come up with funding for this and that's
why [ reached out to the governor because
he could put $25 million into the Depart-
ment of Transportation budget. That's how

much this project would cost across the
board. Unfortunately, I've never been able
to get an answer, but [ want to get the ball
rolling on this again.”

The idea of the trail came from many
different perspectives including that of
public safety, recreation and military in-
terest. Wallwork said the trail's impor-
tance only continues to grow.

One of the things Wallwork noticed
when researching the trail earlier this
year was the number of pedestrians on
U.S. Highway 17. The trail would get those
people away from the highway and into a
safer, pedestrian-friendly area. NAS Jack-
sonville is pushing for trail, Wallwork said,
because it's working to create an entire
network of trails within the base and it only
makes sense to connect the trails to public
trails for those working on the base to use
when commuting, training or recreation-
ally riding a bike or running on the trail.

“Recreationally, it's simple: the Town of
Orange Park really needs something like
this,” Wallwork said. “There’s a lack of rec-
reation in this area. We have some things,

Treasure your time.

If you could eliminate the
responsibilities of owning a
home, how would you spend
your time?

“I'd spend more time
playing cards with friends.”

Call Today! 904-450-5718

Allegro

inspired senior living®

uuuuuu Assisted Living Facility #10313

3651 US Hwy Fleming Island = Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-450-5718 or www.AllegroLiving.com

Congratulations to Allegro Fleming Island for receiving
a deficiency-free state survey for the past 12 years. This
means that the community has met or exceeded the
state’s standard of care in all areas.

Gift this

Palagio

Give Yourself a

Michael Wallwork is an engineer with decades of trail design experience and out of a simple
desire to see a new trail built in Orange Park, he designed a trail for the town pro-bono. Now he
just needs state level funding to make it a reality.

but nothing like this trail and the area is
perfect for it.”

There’s opportunity for the town to take
advantage of a large, beautiful pond on the
outskirts of Orange Park as well. It’s cur-
rently only accessible by way of a dirt road,
but with proper funding, it could serve as
not only a rest stop for those on the miles-
long trail, but as a place for people to fish,
have picnics and enjoy the retention pond
currently secluded within the offshoots of
Plainfield Avenue.

The pond is less of a pond and more of
a small lake. It is one of the largest in Clay
County, but the pond is just one piece of
the trail that Wallwork has spent months
designing. The trail will be paved, which
makes it great for walking, running and
biking. And it will be ADA compliant.

Wallwork projects the total cost of the
trail to be $25 million, but because there
are five government agencies involved —
Clay County, Orange Park, Department
of Transportation, Jacksonville and NAS
Jacksonville — the cost would be split up
incrementally between each of the agen-
cies.

Funding is the biggest hurdle, accord-
ing to Wallwork, although there's been
widespread for the trail. He wrote a letter
to Gov. Ron DeSantis earlier this year, but
hasn’t heard back. He suspects trails aren’t
t00 high on the priority list after COVID-19.
With the vaccine on the horizon, Wallwork
hopes to get the ball rolling again.

“I don’t want this to be forgotten,” Wall-
work said. “The town and this area need it.
It would benefit everyone.”

Q)

CLAY FLORIDA

Economic Development Corporation
POSSIBILITY FLOWS | JUST SOUTH OF JACKSONVILLE

_ calfor Dedicated to local
bosess  usiness growth
b and expansion.

www.ChooseClay.com | 904.375.9394

Isn’t it Time to

Live the Good Life?

Our Elves are Waiting for Your Call!

904295529488

Palagio

Senior Living

Independent, Assisted and Memory Care Living

Tours Daily or Join us for Live Entertainment

Save Money by Depositing Now

Mention Clay Today and Receive a Discount that will have you feeling jolly!

Holiday specials are limited and end January 4th.

Senior Living

Live the Good Life®

1525 Kingsley Ave | Orange Park, FL 32073 | (904) 955-9488 | www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com
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just above the knee. He was airlifted from
the scene of the accident near Pierson to a
hospital in Daytona Beach, where he suc-
cessfully underwent surgery.

“I got a free helicopter ride and I don’t
even remember it,” Davie said.

Bill Davis, owner of Steel Mill, and his
wife are good friends of Chris and Jalese
Davie. When Jalese told Davis about the
accident and its seriousness, Davis looked
to what he could do to help. He contacted
the Human Collective Foundation to assist
in fundraising since Davie was the primary
earner for his family. Davis and The Hu-
man Collective Co-Founder Noelle Marx
have been friends for many years and have
worked in charities together during.

“When you open a Go-Fund-Me account,
Go-Fund-Me takes 2.9% out,” said a rep-
resentative of the Human Collective. “We
just wanted to be good people that wanted
to do good things for people in the com-
munity regardless of the need. So we were
able to open an account on our website and
be able to fundraise for him [Davie], where
100% of the proceeds came over. We also
went over and donated Christmas dona-
tions to his fiancée. We went over to their
house and decorated for Christmas so they
would have something nice to come home
to — her and her kids.”

Davie is in rehabilitation in Jackson-
ville. In spite of his condition, he maintains

Jalese Davie kisses her husband, Chris, after they were married in the hospital. Chris had his leg
amputated after a serious motorcycle crash in Volusia County. The couple hopes Chris will be
released from rehabilitation soon so they can return to their Middleburg home.

an outgoing attitude.

“I watched the workout on Facebook
live and it was emotional as heck,” he said.
“I was crying my eyes out. This gives me a
lot of hope, honestly.”

The Middleburg couple were scheduled
to be married on Dec. 12 followed by a hon-
eymoon in Nashville. Although the accident
occurred six days earlier, the couple didn’t
let the accident stop the wedding, and they
were married at the hospital.

Jalese was al the workout. Her hus-
band is in rehabilitation and isn't allowed
to leave, she said.

“I was overwhelmed by the love,” Ja-

lese said.

According to Davis, members of the
gym are like a family and they worked to
help the Davies in their hour of need.

“Typically, in CrossFit, there's a very
big history of charity and honoring peo-
ple,” said Davis. “So when this happened,
we knew that we would have a charity
work out for Chris, which is very big in
the CrossFit community. People will come
in. The workout is specifically designed to
honor and help him. Sometimes it's with fa-
vorite movement that he enjoys. Everybody
donates and then they workout. We're also
having a silent auction. We've got a large

number of local businesses that have do-
nated baskets and donated gift cards, and
donated equipment that can be auctioned
off. So, 100% of the charity of the Human
Collective will go to Chris and Jalese [Da-
vie]. That was very, very important to us.
We live here; this is where our business is,
so we try to do stuff within Clay County.
A lot of the Clay County businesses have
been very, very generous.”

Jalese Davie has been overwhelmed
with the outpouring of calls and messages
since the accident.

“She’s family to us. In the CrossFit
world, the word community is thrown
around a lot, Davis said. “That’s why peo-
ple kind of stay with their CrossFit gyms
because each gym becomes like a family.
We know their spouses’ names. We know
their kids’ names. We do things even out-
side of the gym. She’s extremely happy,
overwhelmed with the outpouring from the
community. She and Chris are very posi-
tive people.”

Davis says that part of Davie's surgery
was to lengthen his femur, hopefully allow-
ing for a prosthetic in the future.

“So far, so good,” Davie said. “I'm more
mobile than I was before. I'm able to get
from by bed to my wheelchair a lot easier.
[ can’t walk because my hip is still really
broken up.”

One of the first things Davie will do
when he leaves rehab is stopping by Steel
Mill.

“We'll be here for him,” Davis said.
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CCSO: Man jailed for firing
shotgun through girlfriend’s
door

ORANGE PARK — A 23-year-old man
was arrested and charged with trying to
kill his girlfriend, the Clay County Sheriff’s
Office reported.

Jesus Arian Gar-
cia Jr., of Orange
Park, was booked
on Dec. 18, after a
woman said Garcia
shot  through her
door with a shot-
gun. In addition to
being charged with
attempted  second-
degree murder, Gar-
cia was charged with
resisting arrest and simple battery.

According to the arrest report, a wom-
an called shortly after midnight saying she
had been shot. When deputies arrived,
they found Garcia pounding on her front
door with a shotgun in hand.

Garcia originally refused to put the
shotgun down, but he eventually complied.
He then struggled with deputies as they
tried to detain him. They found the vic-
tim inside with an “obvious injury to the
top her head.” There was a large hole just
above the peep hole in the door.

Garcia’s bond was set at $255,758.

Jesus Garcia

Couple charged with armed
robbery of cigarettes,
cellphone, $14

ORANGE PARK — A Jacksonville couple
were arrested after mugging a man at
knifepoint as he walked through a fast-food
restaurant  parking
lot.

Anthony  Tyrone
Keith Aldridge, 25,
and Amber Kaitlyn
Blackman, 24, were
charged with armed
robbery after Clay
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputies said the
couple pushed the
victim to the ground
and rifled through
his pockets while Al-
dridge made a “quick
jabbing motion” to-
ward the victim’s
chest with a pocket
knife.

According 1o
the arrest report, /Y
a cellphone, $14,
cigarettes, car keys,
socks and Nike shoes were taken.

The man stopped in the parking lot
to send a text message when the couple
emerged from a car and mugged him,
CCSO said.

Aldridge’s bond was sel al $250,003.
Blackman’s bond was set at $100,003.

Anthony Aldridge

Amber Blackman

Man suspected of dealing drugs
busted at local hotel

ORANGE PARK — A tip from a concerned
citizen led to the arrest of a man who was
selling methamphet-
amine, crack cocaine
and marijuana from a
local hotel.

Cedrick Dean
Douglas, 39, of Or-
ange  Park, was

charged on Dec. 16
with possession with |
the intent to sell,
manufacture or dis-
tribute crack cocaine
and methamphetamine and possession
with intent to distribute marijuana.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office served
a search warrant at the Stay Suites on
Wells Road. Deputies arrested Douglas af-
ter they found the stash of drugs.

His bond was set at $250,009.

Cedrick Douglas

Man caught following rash of
break-ins, car fires, vandalism

ORANGE PARK — A local man was ar-
rested following a spree of break-ins, van-
dalism and fires at and around the Orange
Park Mall.

Beck Alexander Janssen, 21, of Orange
Park, was arrested on Dec. 19 and charged
with three counts of second-degree arson,
two counts of vandalism, three counts of
burglary and one count of criminal mis-
chief after the Clay County Sheriff’s Office

responded to several
calls on Dec. 12 and
19.

According to sev-
eral arrest reports,
deputies first were
called to a fire near
a dumpster behind
Rooms to Go at 142
Blanding Blvd.

GCSO arrested a
man on Dec. 19 after cars and property
were broken into, set on fire or spray-
painted as several businesses, including
Sear’s, Red Lobster, Splash Pools and Buf-
falo Wild Wings, near the mall. One man
reported somebody spray-painted a swas-
tika on his front windshield.

An off-duty deputy provided a descrip-
tion of Beck after a car was torched behind
the Red Lobster.

Janssen’s bond was set at $185,027.

Beck Janssen

Couple headed to prison
for deadly 2017 Orange Park
carjacking

CLAY COUNTY - A couple convicted
of killing a man in Orange Park during a
carjacking were sentenced Lo prison last
week, according to the State Attorney's Of-
fice.

Ja’Cari Dany’l Anderson, who pled
guilty in August to second-degree mur-
der and carjacking, will spend the next
24 years behind bars, while co-defendant
Henry Zethphanya Williams was sentenced
to four years for carjacking. Williams

helped investigators
put case together
against Anderson.
Dorrien [arl
Mann was found
laying in the middle
of Capella Road on

Oct. 17, 2017. He
suffered a  single
.38-caliber gunshot  Ja'Cari Anderson

wound to his head.

Video surveillance revealed a dark
Chrysler was at the crime scene an hour
before Mann was discovered. Anderson
and Williams were identified as the two.

Investigators said Anderson used
Mann’s cellphone to make a call a half hour
after the body was found.

Man killed crossing U.S. 17
at Heath Road in Green Cove
Springs

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — A 61-year-old
man was struck and killed on U.S. Highway
17 Saturday night when he stepped in front
of an oncoming car at Heath Road.

According to the Florida Highway Pa-
trol, the man was in the roadway when
he was hit by a car travelling north. The
two occupants of the car, a 43-year-old
man from Orange Park and a 24-year-old
woman from Kingsland, Georgia, weren't
injured.

FHP no longer releases the names of
people involved in accidents.

(Name, age, location of arrest, charg-
es). Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-
Driving Without a License-Suspended or
Revoked; DUI-Driving Under the Influence;
VOP-Violation of Probation; BAL-blood al-
cohol level. There are no assumptions or
representations aboul guill or innocence.
Anyone arrested or booked is presumed in-
nocent.

Monday, Dec. 21

Delvis Mayo Rodriguez, 34, Orange
Park, FTA-driving without license

Beck A. Jennsen, 21, Orange Park,
criminal mischief

Jackson R. Perint, 23, Green Cove
Springs, FTA-smuggling contraband into
detention facility

Charlie 1. Manning, 33, Green Cove
Springs, VOP-battery/touching/striking

Malique R. Oliver, 20, Green Cove
Springs, FTA-participating in unlawful race

Derrick D. Garrett, 24, Orange Park,
violation of injunction to be within 500 feet
of residence/school/employer

Raymond C. Leathers, 45, Green Cove
Springs, VOP-domestic battery

Courtney E. Bentley, 22, Fleming Is-
land, FTA

Hudson Ferguson, 28, Green Cove
Springs, VOP-domestic battery

Nicholas D. Mulligan, 28, Orange Park,
FTA

Anthony L. Hampton, 32, Fleming Is-
land, retail petit theft

Nathan J. O'Neill, 36, Orange Park, re-
tail petit theft

Terry J. Johns, 54, Middleburg, VOP-
community control

Eric D. Eddy, 24, Middleburg, posses-
sion-controlled substance, possession/use-
drug paraphernalia

Amy L. Turner, 33, Orange Park, retail
petit theft

Darien A. Larue, 25, Fleming Island,
trespassing

Morgan L. Corlew, 26, Middleburg, pos-
session-marijuana

Anthony W. Terry, 40, Fleming Island,
aggravated battery, simple battery

Sunday, Dec. 20
Michael A. Brown, 58, Green Cove
Springs, simple domestic battery

Beck A. Janssen, 21, Orange Park, bur-
glary, arson, vandalism

Amanda M. Davenport, 33, Orange
Park, petit theft, vandalism

Autumn C. Brumfield, 20, Orange Park,
VOP-resisting arrest

Henry L. Roberson, 45, Orange Park,
FTA

Antonio L. Hampton, 32, Fleming Is-
land, retail petit theft

Amanda J. Pfadenhauer, 34, Middle-
burg, possession-methamphetamine, pos-
session/use-drug paraphernalia, DWSLR

Alan J. Cown, 52, Green Cove Springs,
simple domestic battery

Nina V. Sanchez, 24, Orange Park, pos-
session-marijuana

Emily M. Holt, 21, Fleming Island, pos-
session-marijuana,  possession/use-drug
paraphernalia

Saturday, Dec. 19
Luke C. Davis, 25, Fleming Island, DUI
Richard D. Profit, 29, Middleburg, pos-
session-cocaine

SEE ARRESTS, 19
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Matthew V. Floyd, 35, Orange Park,
FTA-battery

Zane D. Lynch, 21, Orange Park, retail
petit theft

Kerri A. Gillespie, 33, Orange Park, re-
tail petit theft, possession-marijuana

Brandy L. Peters, 40, Orange Park,
possession-controlled substance, posses-
sion/use-drug paraphernalia

Jordan N.R. Mohammed, 26, Orange
Park, simple battery

Ty'Liesha C. Hilton, 26, Orange Park,
simple battery

Joel L. Lewis, 59, Fleming Island, ca-
reer offender registration

Raediance D. Jones, 21, Green Cove
Springs, grand theft, organized fraud

Nancy T. Kennedy, 47, Green Cove
Springs, FTA-failure to redeliver hired/
leased property

Divina M. Ledwith, 51, Orange Park,
two counts FTA

John F. Burns, 48, Keystone Heights,
DWSLR

David W/ Aylesbury, 51, Green Cove
Springs, DUI

Michael A. Miracle, 42, Green Cove
Springs, DUI, possession-controlled sub-
stance, possession/use-drug parapherna-
lia

Luis A. Villafane Orta, 59, Maxville, do-
mestic battery

Beck A. Janssen, 21, Orange Park, bur-
glary, two counts arson

Spencer J. Taynton, 21, Middleburg,
DUI

Timothy J. Kelley, 36, Green Cove
Springs, criminal mischief

Friday, Dec. 18

Rashad L. Grant, 30, Green Cove
Springs, DWSLR-habitual offender

Jesus A. Garcia, 23, Orange Park, at-
tempted murder, resist/obstruct/oppose
law enforcement, simple battery

Byron R. Mijangos Perez, 37, Fleming
Island, driving without a license

Communily (olendar

Bryan A. Pass, 38, Orange Park, failure
to redeliver hired/leased property

Brandon L. Stevens, 36, Green Cove
Springs, battery/touching/striking

Garhett A. Miller, 26, Orange Park,
grand theft, uttering forged instrument

Mark D. Noffa, 54, Green Cove Springs,
VOP-DUI with BAL .15 or higher, FTA-
DWSLR

Tw Shiver, 31, Green Cove Springs,
FTA-grand theft auto

Connor M. Bricks, 18, Middleburg, FTA

Courtney A. Knoff, 25, Green Cove
Springs, possession-marijuana, posses-
sion/use-drug paraphernalia

Bryan C. McClure, 42, Fleming Island,
DUI

Thursday, Dec. 17

Gary W. Matukaitus, 49, Green Cove
Springs, FTA-battery/touching/striking

Karen R. Vaughn, 57, Fleming Island,
retail petit theft

Dalton M. McClung, 22, Keystone
Heights, selling synthetic narcotic, use of

two-way communication device to facili-
tate a felony

Wednesday, Dec. 16

Alyxandra D. James, 29, Orange Park,
FTA-possession-controlled substance (Du-
val)

Amber K. Blackman, 24, Orange Park,
armed robbery

Johnathan D. Ervin, 35, Middleburg,
insurance fraud (Duval), use/possess iden-
tification of another person without con-
sent (Duval), FTA-DWSLR (Duval)

John M. Owens, 28, Orange Park, retail
petit theft

Xavier S. Hordge, 35, Orange Park,
non-support (Duval)

Cedrick D. Douglas, 39, Orange Park,
possession-methamphetamine with intent
to sell/manufacture/distribute, possession-
cocaine with intent to sell/manufacture/
distribute, possession-marijuana with in-
tent to distribute

Danielle T. Mabey, 32, Middleburg, DUI

Edward E. Sporbert, 67, Orange Park,
trespassing

CHRISTMAS STORIES WITH THE CLAY
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE: is Dec. 24 at 7
p.m. Deputies will read Christmas classics on
the CCSO Facebook page and YouTube.

OPEN TRACK WEEKEND: is Dec. 25-27 from
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the FIRM in Keystone
Heights at 7266 Airport Road.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
COMMITTEE: will meet Dec. 31 at 10 a.m.
at the Zoning Department Conference room,
third floor of the Administration Building,
477 Houston St. in Green Cove Springs.

FLORIDA PEACEMAKER’S NEW YEAR'’S
SHOOTOUT: is Jan. 1-3 at the Clay County
Fairgrounds, 2497 State Highway 16, Green
Cove Springs, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The
shootout features elements of a Wild West
Show.

OPEN TRACK WEEKEND: is Jan. 1-3 from
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the FIRM in Keystone
Heights at 7266 Airport Road.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is Jan. 3
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park Town
Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: will
meet on Jan. 4 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321
Walnut St.

CLAY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION:
will meet Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. at the BCC Meeting
Room, fourth floor of the Administration
Building, 477 Houston St. in Green Cove
Springs.

CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT
COMMITTEE: will meet Jan. 5 at 3 p.m. at
the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. in
Green Cove Springs.

FLEMING ISLAND — NAI Hallmark, a
leading commercial real estate broker-
age and property management firm in
Jacksonville brokered the sale of 11.371
acres of land located at the intersection
of U.S. Highway 17 and Radar Road. The
transaction was brokered by managing
partners Keith Goldfaden and Christian
Harden, SIOR on behalf of the seller,
Fleming Island Business Park III, LLP.

The buyer, Bristol Development Group
based in Franklin Tennessee, purchased
the Property with plans to develop an up-
scale apartment community. Located at
the northwest corner of U.S. 17 and Ra-
dar Road, the property is situated within
one of Northeast Florida’s wealthiest zip

New apartment complex planned
on Fleming Island

codes.

“We received an incredible amount of
interest in this property from developers
across the country given it may be the
last available multi-family site in all of
Fleming Island,” said Keith Goldfaden,
managing partner of NAI Hallmark.

Goldfaden added, “Clay county con-
tinues to experience strong growth and
this new apartment community will help
fill a crucial void for multi-family hous-
ing.

For more information regarding the
sale or any questions relating to land
sales, call NAI Hallmark at (904) 363-
9002.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will meet
on Jan. 5 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:
will meet Jan. 6 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. at

the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. in
Green Cove Springs. Residents who wish to
issue public testimony to Rep. Sam Garrison
should contact his office by email at marie.
ehle@myfloridahouse.gov by noon on Jan.
4.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
COMMITTEE: will meet Jan. 7 at 10 a.m. at
the Zoning Department Conference room,
third floor of the Administration Building,
477 Houston St. in Green Cove Springs.

ORANGE PARK ECONOMIC AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:
will meet Jan. 7 at 4 p.m. at Town Council
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will meet
on Jan. 7 at 6 p.m. at the District Multi-
Purpose Room, at Fleming Island High, 2233
Village Square Pkwy., on Fleming Island.

OPEN TRACK WEEKEND: is Jan. 8-10 from
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the FIRM in Keystone
Heights at 7266 Airport Road.

CYCLOCROSS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP: Is Jan.
10 at Ronnie Van Zant Park. Event includes
bicycle competitions for trails, grass, steep
hill and obstacles.

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS: will meet Jan. 12 at 4
p.m. at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor
of the Administration Building, 477 Houston
St. in Green Cove Springs.

ORANGE PARK PLANNING AND ZONING
BOARD: will meet Jan. 14 at 6 p.m. at Town
Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
COMMITTEE: will meet Jan. 14 at 10 a.m. at
the Zoning Department Conference room,
third floor of the Administration Building,
477 Houston St. in Green Cove Springs.

POPOVICH COMEDY PET THEATER: is Jan.
15 at 7 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne Center
St. Johns River State College campus,

283 College Dr., Orange Park. For tickets,
call (904) 276-6815, extension 1, or visit
thcenter.org.

OPEN TRACK WEEKEND: is Jan. 15-16 from
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the FIRM in Keystone
Heights at 7266 Airport Road.

ROGER MCGUINN: will perform on Jan. 16
at 7:30 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne Center
St. Johns River State College campus,

283 College Dr., Orange Park. For tickets,
call (904) 276-6815, extension 1, or visit
thcenter.org.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is Jan.
17 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park
Town Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

THE HERITAGE COMMISSION: will meet
Jan. 18 at 9 a.m. at the Keystone Heights
City Hall, 555 Lawrence Blvd. For more
information, call (352) 473-4807.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: will
meet on Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. at Town Hall, 321
Walnut St.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will meet
on Jan. 14 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT
COMMITTEE: will meet Jan. 19 at 3 p.m. at
the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. in
Green Cove Springs.

SEE CALENDAR, 23
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As COVID-19 continues to grow, so does the backlog in court cases

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — Michael Renard
Jackson has been waiting for more than
eight years for a new trial after the Florida
Supreme Court threw out his conviction —
and death penalty sentence — for the rape
and murder of a Middleburg woman at a
Wells Road veterinary clinic.

Most of the delays — at least 66 of them
— have been the result of court scheduling
and legal maneuvering. But like others, he’s
now waiting for the threat of COVID-19 to

subside and for trials to resume at the Clay
GCounty Courthouse.

Not only have jury trials been stopped
in response to the pandemic, but clerks of

court and judges are having a difficult time
finding enough jurors willing to respond to
jury summons.

Jury trials in Clay County stopped last

March, shortly after the county reported
its first death of the deadly virus.

Jackson was supposed to be retried
earlier this year after the court determined

a Clay County Sheriff’s Office deputy made
prejudicial comments on the witness stand
during his original trial in 2010.

When trials resume, the state still in-
tends to seek the death penalty.

In addition to jury trials, there have
been issues seating Grand Juries that hear
evidence and decide whether to issue in-
dictments. Clay County officials hoped to
seal a new jury earlier this month for a
new six-month term, but 160 of 400 re-
spondents were excused in advance for a
variety of reasons. Of the remaining 240,
only 14 appeared for service as ordered,
which forced a judge to cancel the next

SEE COURT, 21
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jury.

“We were disappointed in the turn-out,
certainly,” said Tara Green, Clerk of the
Circuit Court. “It does, however, serve as
an indicator of the level of concern that
may remain in our population. Our team
will continue to partner with the judiciary
and with county leadership to provide the
best venue possible to conduct safe court
proceedings.

“The right to a fair trial by a jury of our
peers is the cornerstone of the U.S. Con-
stitution’s Sixth Amendment. Every citizen
should take their jury summons seriously
and respond in good faith if no valid excuse
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According to Green's office: “We are
waiting for new directions from Chief Ad-
ministrative Judge Don Lester on how he
would like to proceed with new summons
and when. Discussions are under way re-
garding how best to improve turnout. All
recommended/required staffing, sanitizing,
social distancing, and face mask require-
ments were in place last week and will be
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again when jury summons is re-sent.”

Meanwhile, court dockets continue to
swell with backlogged cases. Minor charg-
es sometimes are resolved by web confer-
ence calls, but most felonies — including
Jackson’s capital murder trail — remain on
indefinite hold.

“What the real question boils down to
are people willing to show up to that court
and sit in a jury trial? said Bill Raftery, a
senior analyst with the National Center for
State Courts, told the Insurance Journal.
“Many courts have been responsive 1o ju-
rors who have said that they're not com-
fortable with coming to court and doing
jury duty and therefore offering deferrals
simply because of concerns over COVID.”

Courts this month in Connecticut, New
York and New Jersey and courts in Denver,

suspended all jury trials because of rising
virus rates. On Dec. 19, federal officials
announced two dozen U.S. district courts
have suspended jury trials and grand jury
proceedings because of positive cases of
COVID-19 and too few people showing up
for jury duty.

For now, web conferences have become
the most-popular option to determine guilt
and innocence. But many criminal lawyers
don’t like video conferences because it's
difficult to determine a witness’ credibil-
ity or if jurors are paying attention, said
Christopher Adams, the president of the
National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers.

Meanwhile, Jackson's next status hear-
ing is scheduled for Feb. 2 — virus permit-
ting.
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Christian rapper brinson Wright spreads holi

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK — Acclaimed Christian rap
artist and podcast host Brinson Wright
brought some holiday cheer last Monday
to patients and hospital workers at the
Orange Park Medical Genter for the third
consecutive year.

Brinson, as he is known, arrived with
longtime friend Adrian Shuman and a truck
containing four pallets of boxes containing
books, puzzles, games, dolls, action figures
and more for the children on the pediatric
ward. There were also many boxes of dia-
pers in all sizes.

Not only did Brinson take care of the
children, but he also didn’t forget the staff.
He provided containers of Dunkin Donuts
instant coffee, cookies and other snacks to
thank them for their tireless service to the
Orange Park community.

Brinson works with a wealthy benefac-
tor, who goes by the moniker “Rackham.”

“He [Rackham] knows I'm serious about
doing the Lord's work, and he is, t00,” said
Brinson. “He calls me and says, ‘Brinson,
what're we doing?’ I tell him what we're
doing, and we hit go!”

And they do just that.

“They [Brinson and Rackham] just want
to give back,” said Reese Edwards, Senior
Chaplain at Orange Park Medical Center.
“They want to invest their blessing that
God gave to them to make sure that no
child goes without any Christmas gift on
Christmas day here at Orange Park Medi-

with them.

cal Center.”

Members of OPMC staff helped Brinson
unload the truck and place the pallets onto
hand trucks to be moved to the ward. Then
they opened the boxes and separated them
into groups depending on the recipient’s
age.

“We make sure that we got enough dia-
pers and baby clothes. One year we did a
ton of car seats to make sure the parents
had everything,” Brinson said.

This year, the first beneficiary of Brin-
son and Rackham was five-year-old Jamie
Hubble, an autistic boy in the hospital be-

Brinson gives coffee and sweets to the staff on the ward at the nurse’s station before praying

ing treated for strep throat and dehydra-
tion. He received a Hot Wheels set and a
game. The smile that lit up his face at the
sight of the Hot Wheels set showed how
happy he was with his gift. Jamie's mother
looked just as pleased with the surprise as
he was.

Brinson takes his Christian faith seri-
ously. He demonstrated it not only through
his music or through his giving at the
hospital. He also stopped to pray with
each patient he visited, and he also said a
prayer at the nurse’s station with the staff
on the ward.

——

lay cheer

Five-year-old Jamie Hubble with his new Hot
Wheels set he received as an early Christmas
gift from Brinson.

According to Chaplain Edwards, the
families who receive of Brinson and Rack-
ham’s generosity usually have similar re-
actions.

“The first thing is disbelief; oh my good-
ness,” he said. “You're going to really do
this for us? A lot of the patient's family
members, particularly the mothers, some-
times they cry. They get emotional. So
thankful that someone in the community,
they reach out. To a stranger and not ask
for any recognition. So that's a blessing.”

?a/zt% on”

Local bars, clubs head into New Year's Eve with guarded optimism

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK — New Year's Eve is about a
week away, and many people are still try-
ing to make plans for what is traditionally
the biggest party night of the year.

New Year's Eve is typically celebrated
with plenty of drinking. All of that alcoholic
consumption usually means a lot of bar-
hopping and a lot of money made at local
watering holes.

That, like everything else in the COVID-
19-stained year, will look different than
usual.

Genter for Disease Control and Health
Department guidelines controlling large
gatherings and social distancing will affect
how people get together — or don’t — to ring
in the new year.

“We're anticipating a good turnout but
following the CDG guidelines and really
making a push for social distancing,” said
Mack Cooper, General Manager of Cheers
on Park Avenue in Orange Park. “We've
looked to work with Clay County, opening

up our outside area where we can do out-
side service, that way we can make social
distancing an even bigger platform.”

Lori Larcom, General Manager of Mill-
er’s Ale House on Wells Road, had similar
thoughts.

“It’s gonna look a lot different,” she
said. “We're not seating any parties over
10 together, and we're still every other
table. So the party atmosphere is kinda not
the same.”

Miller’s Ale House also has outdoor

seating, and that will be open to patrons
as well. Larcom is unsure as to what to
expect this year. She is hoping to match
last year’s sales. Anything beyond that is
a bonus.

Cooper says Cheers staff plans to con-
tinually reiterate the theme of social dis-
tancing all night to those enjoying the fes-
tivities.

“If it's been anything like it's been in
the last month, it's going to be slow,” said
Larry Lewis, Jr., owner of Cheers. “Our
business has definitely slowed down. Peo-
ple are more cautious. We don’t have the
business we used to have.”

Taya Comastro of Leaderboard on Wells
Road is also prepping for the big night, al-
though she doesn’t see it being as big as in
previous years.

“I don't think it’s going to be as good
as previous years,” she said. “To kind of
push people to wear masks more, we're
going to do mask contest, like who has the
coolest mask. Make your own mask, buy a
mask, whatever. We're not expecting any-

thing great to happen, but definitely want
to ring in the new year with everyone, so
we're definitely going to try to come up
with some prizes and giveaways.”

All three venues are hoping for the best
while preparing for the worst.
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Army Spc. Alberto Diaz and his wife show their appreciation to the Building Homes for Heroes

for replacing their air conditioner/heater.

Building Homes for Heroes
donates HVAC system
lo injured soldier

System comes from Johnson
Controls, J&W Heating and Air,
YORK Factory Direct

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK - The holidays tend to bring
out the best in society. People and compa-
nies are often more giving in the Christmas
Spirit.

“We are honored to partner with John-
son Controls, J&W Heating and Air and
YORK Factory Direct to gift a home to Army
Specialist Diaz and his family,” said Andy
Pujol, founder, and CEO of Building Homes
for Heroes. “The customized amenities that
companies like Johnson Controls bring to
these homes provide not only a foundation
for these heroes but a hopeful path to a
bright future with the opportunity to reach
dreams they may have never thought imag-
inable when injured.”

Spc. Alberto Diaz enlisted in the Army
in 2012. During a combat deployment to
Afghanistan in support of Operation En-
during Freedom, he was riding in a vehicle
that was blown up by an improvised explo-
sive device.

The explosion severely wounded Diaz.
He experienced a brain bleed, facial nerve
damage and caused him to suffer from
post-traumatic stress disorder.

His injuries would earn him a Purple
Heart award.

Diaz received a donation of a YORK
heating and cooling system for his home.
The system is Wi-Fi enabled so that he can
control the temperature in the house with-
out having to get up every time.

J&W Heating and Air donated the HVAC
installation.

Diaz and his family were blessed to re-
ceive the mortgage-free home and every-
thing that came with it.

“Paramount to us matching veterans to
homes is their support system as they seek
to build a new foundation,” said a repre-
sentative of Building Homes for Heroes.
“For the Diaz family, they had recently
lost their home to a natural disaster and
expressed wanting to live in Orange Park
because of the support system they have
there. When we realized this family had
a large amount of community support in
the area, we knew they would be a perfect
match for this home.”

Building Homes for heroes has been
building and donating mortgage-free
homes and home modifications to veterans
and their families for the past 14 years and
has worked with YORK for the past seven.
J&W Heating and Air have donated HVAG
systems (o more than 100 military fami-
lies.

When the Diaz's were notified of their
selection, Alberto and his wife cried with
joy. “You've given us hope where there
wasn’t any,” he said.

Glay Health unveils
'The Healthy Together App’

For Clay Today

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Floridians are
working to slow the spread of COVID-19
and stay updated with The Healthy Togeth-
er App.

The App allows one to:

e Receive COVID19 results

e Assess symptoms

e Provide self-service contact tracing

e View COVID19 trends

e Learn what to do following a positive
COVID19 result

The Healthy Together App is available
for download on the App Store or Google
Play and provides secure COVID-19 Mo-
lecular test results. Once test results are

Healthy Together App features

received by the Department of Health, a
text message will be sent from the number
78549 1o the phone number provided dur-
ing the testing process. Recipients of the
text message will be able to download the
Healthy Together App.

After entering their date of birth and
phone number that they provided during
testing, results will then become avail-
able in the App. This process will ensure
the confidentiality of their results. App
users will be provided with resources
for protecting themselves and their close
contacts. They can also choose to receive
important COVID-19 updates from the De-

Q

Find the
nearest COVID-19
testing center

O

Learn what to do
after you get tested

<«
Assess your
symptoms
Use the symptom
checker to see if you
need to be tested.

Get your test results
and instructions
for care.

Testing centers
are located across.
the state.

partment of Health.

Healthy Together

L

Location data

Find COVID-19
hot spots to focus
public health efforts.
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CLAY COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL: will meet Jan. 20 at 3:30 p.m. at
the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. in
Green Cove Springs.

HIGHWAY MEN LIVE MUSICAL TRIBUTE: is
Jan. 21 at 7: 30 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne
Center St. Johns River State College campus,
283 College Dr., Orange Park. For tickets, call
(904) 276-6815, extension 1, or visit thcenter.
org.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
COMMITTEE: will meet Jan. 21 at 10 a.m. at
the Zoning Department Conference room,
third floor of the Administration Building, 477
Houston St. in Green Cove Springs.

OPEN TRACK WEEKEND: is Jan. 22-24 from
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the FIRM in Keystone
Heights at 7266 Airport Road.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will conduct
a workshop on Jan. 26 at 9 a.m. at the District
Multi-Purpose Room, at Fleming Island High,

2233 Village Square Pkwy., on Fleming Island.

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS: will meet Jan. 26 at 4 p.m.
at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. in
Green Cove Springs.

CLAY ACTION COALITION: will meet Jan. 28 at
1279 Kingsley Ave., Office 116, Orange Park.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW
COMMITTEE: will meet Jan. 28 at 10 a.m. at
the Zoning Department Conference room,
third floor of the Administration Building, 477

Houston St. in Green Cove Springs.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: will
meet on Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321
Walnut St.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will meet on
Feb. 2 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Council Meeting
Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

ORANGE PARK ECONOMIC AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:
will meet Feb. 4 at 4 p.m. at Town Council
Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will meet
Feb. 4 at 6 p.m. at the District Multi-Purpose
Room, at Fleming Island High, 2233 Village
Square Pkwy., on Fleming Island.

ATLANTA RHYTHM SECTION/PAT TRAVERS
BAND: will play Feb. 6 at 8 p.m. at the
Thrasher-Horne Center St. Johns River State
College campus, 283 College Dr., Orange Park.
For tickets, call (904) 276-6815, extension 1,
or visit thcenter.org.

ORANGE PARK FARMERS MARKET: is Feb. 7
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Orange Park Town
Hall at 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY BRIDAL SPECTACULAR: is Feb. 7 at noon
at the Thrasher-Horne Center, St. Johns River
State College campus, 283 College Dr., Orange
Park.

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS: will meet Feb. 9 at 4 p.m.
at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of the
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. in
Green Cove Springs.
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Gyms, fitness centers prepare
for resolutions to giverid
of extra pandemic pounds

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcila.com

CLAY COUNTY — Gyms and fitness centers
around the county are preparing for an up-
tick of memberships as many will pledge
to get rid of their pandemic pounds in the
new year.

Losing weight is one of the most-popu-
lar New Year’s resolutions, but gym mem-
berships dropped significantly as the CO-
VID-19 pandemic closed many doors. Like
the rest of Florida, Clay County felt those
effects. As the state moved from Phase 1
safety protocols to Phase 2 and now Phase
3, gyms are ready for what is usually one
of the busiest times of the year.

“We expect an uptick in memberships,”
First Coast YMCA vice president of opera-
tions Jon Dearolf said. “To ensure safety,
we will continue our thorough cleaning
procedures, temperature checks upon en-
try, mask requirements in high traffic ar-
eas, socially distanced markings in group
exercise classes, and continue our regis-
tration system to help provide a safer room
capacity.”

Dearolf said the YMCAs in Clay County
has seen a slight increase in memberships
over the past few months, especially in the
Youth Sports programs. Signups for the
current season exceeded the previous sea-
son, which showed Dearolf and the YMCA
“that parents still want to keep their chil-

dren active during this time.”

He said something unique about signing
up for a YMCA membership as a New Year’'s
resolution or at any time really, is that the
organization provides virtual exercise op-
tions and outdoor opportunities for classes
in the cooler months to ease member anxi-
ety associated with working out indoors.

“To help with our building capacity, we
have increased our building hours and will
be adding more group exercise classes Lo
give more exercise options for our mem-
bers,” Dearolf said.

Achieve Fitness Center on Fleming Is-
land has been preparing its expected New

Gyms around the county are preparing for new members and returning ones as New Year’s

Resolutions are soon to be made.

Year’s uptick in membership with addition-
al safety COVID-19-related protocols. Gen-
eral manager Michael Glickman said when
you first walk in to Achieve, you'll notice
that all of the club’s doors have antimicro-
bial material on them that kills bacteria on
contact. You also won't be able to work out
until completing a temperature check to
determine you aren’t running a fever.

“We have also added an additional 10
sanitization stations so we have 15 of
those now,” Glickman said. “We recently
introduced electrostatic charge spraying
as well and we do that every seven days as
that's how long the treatment lasts.”

¥
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There are ultraviolet rays integrated
into the children’s play area of Achieve and
in all of the building's heating, ventilation
and air conditioning systems, and social
distancing is practiced in the cardio equip-
ment areas and classroom sessions.

“We have about 20,000 square feet of
building and every other machine is shut
off currently,” Glickman said. “Everything
we're doing is to make sure our members
feel safe, which is why all of our staff wear
masks and it's why we offer masks and
gloves to every member that comes in.”

Bailey’s Health and Fitness in Orange
Park is practicing similar measures with
multiple touchpoint cleanings through-
out each day, UV lights installed in HVAG

systems and more. It's about the safety of
the members and providing the means for
them to remain not only safe, but healthy
through fitness as well for each of these
gyms.

“Maintaining a healthy lifestyle and
staying active is even more important
during this time,” Dearolf said. “We will
continue to ensure a safe and encouraging
environment to help people reach their
goals and overcome stress.”
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Briley, Zitkus, Stevens
get top lifts at Suwannee

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

LIVE OAK - Three unique opportuni-
ties played out last Friday afternoon for
area girls weightlifters as the final meet
before Christman, the Suwannee High
Power of Christmas Invitational, put
some of the strongest teams in Florida
together in a meet that could foreshad-
ow some key matchups at the FHSAA
state championships.

“This is about putting the girls in a
gym against some of the best weightlift-
ers in Florida to see where we are,” said
Clay High coach Rodney Keller. “We take
what happens here and we know where
we have to go over the holiday break to
be ready in January.”

Clay County was aptly represented
with three individual champions from
three different schools led by state re-
cord chaser Tamira Briley of Oakleaf
winning at 110, Clay’'s Janiya Stevens
at 154 and Ridgeview's Kylie Zitkus
winning at 199 pounds. Stevens, who
smoked the 154 field with a 345 total
with 300 second, lifted at the Class 1A
championships last year as a freshman.
Stevens crushed the bench press with a
160 effort then overwhelmed the clean
and jerk at 185. Mosley's Hannah Cor-
don failed at 150 on bench to open the
door then could only muster 150 on the
clean and jerk as Stevens’ opened with
an astounding 175 first lift then hit 185
on her third lift.

“We lost 13 seniors last year and
have just a handful of experienced lifters
and Kylie is one of them,” said Ridgeview
coach Trentin Davis, who stormed to a
district title last year and had Zitkus,
a fifth place state finisher, as his lone
returning state athlete. “We have some
girls that are getling more experience

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
St. Johns Country Day School cross country runner, now
weightlifter Evelyn Hanson chalks up beforee her clean and jerk lift
at the Power of Christmas Suwannee High Invitational Friday.

each week with their technique and that will bring higher totals
later in the season.”

Zitkus saw her first lift at bench put her as second best
behind Wewahitchka's Mariah Baker, but the pressure of going
up hit Baker who missed at 200 and 205 as she tried to put
more gap on Zitkus.

Zitkus, ranked fourth best overall lifter based on weight to
weight ratios, stayed on game plan and finish five pounds up
with a third lift at 190 then destroyed the field in the clean and
jerk with her 160 lift. Baker, with a miss at 140, hit 150 but
missed matching Zitkus™ 160 on her third lift, wound up at 335
to Zitkus’ 350.

With Suwannee High School entertaining challenges as the
top team Friday night, Clay High got their dibs in during the
chase with a runnerup finish ahead of notable powerhouses
Pace High, Mosley High and Leesburg High. Clay finished with
36 team points with Suwannee winning at 57 points in a final
tally that swayed throughout the competition. Ridgeview fin-
ished sixth with Oakleaf taking ninth.

SEE LIFT, 29
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CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA
Fleming Island High forward Emma Richard does her best Joe
Montana for a pass in Golden Eagles win over Providence.

Lady Eagles rolling
to tourney time

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

FLEMING ISLAND - The Providence Stallions tried to stampede
into the Eagles Nest as they broke out to an 11-10 end of the first
quarter lead against host Fleming Island. In the second quarter, it
was all Golden Eagles, amassing 25 points to tame the Stallions
and wear them down en route to a 61-50 win Friday night at
Fleming Island High School.

“That was the best quarter of play we've had all year” said

SEE EAGLES, 27

Fleming Island wrestler Riley Holton has the upper hand (or both
hands) of Yulee opponent in Golden Eagles win at Yulee Duals
Saturday, See more wrestling, page 26.
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tourney titles

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

YULEE - Clay High traveled to Valdosta
High for a second straight year and came
home again with the team title at the All-
state Wildcat Invitational with the Blue
Devils garnering individual Litles Lo Cale [
Hoskinson and Garrett Tyre. :

Earlier in the week, Clay won decisively Clay High’s wrestling team shows off team first place trophy after winning the Wildcat Invitational at Valdosta High School in Georgia for a
61-18 over Oakleaf in dual meet action. second straight year.

Also on Friday and Saturday, Fleming
[sland, moving quickly after not being able
to host the St. Johns River Athletic Confer-
ence tournament due to travel restrictions
for visiting teams, made quick work at the
Yulee Duals at Yulee High School with a
5-0 slate over the likes of Suwannee, Yu-
lee, Episcopal (recent runnerup at Dual
at the Dunes at Fernandina Beach High),
Bishop Kenny and Bolles in a meet of Class
1A versus Class 3A.

Fleming Island flexed some 3A muscle
and will stay home over the Christmas
holiday with a decision to not attend the
annual trek to the Osceola Christmas Tour-
nament in late December.

“We are just going to work at our place
and getting stronger,” said Fleming Island
coach P.J. Cobbert. “We have some young
guys that can use some battling right here
at home.”

Keystone Heights opened their season
at the Duals at the Dunes with a ninth
place finish. Ridgeview was seventh with
Brunswick (GA) taking the team title.

Ridgeview traveled to the Union County
Duals and took third in team points with
both Matthew Rodriguez and Derrick Mos-
ley named outstanding wrestlers with un-
beaten slates.

At Valdosta, Hoskinson, unbeaten thus
far at 170, won via four pins with Tyre,
9-1 at 220, registered four pins after and
opening round Bye.

Clay got second place finishes from
Marvin Rainwater at 113, Luke Boree at
138, Dominic Martin at 152.

Clay, the lone Florida school, won with

-

180.5 points over Colquitt County's 168.0 STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO  Ridgeview High's Matthew Rodriguez, left,
and Valdosta al 164.5. Oakleaf High's Logan Gilbert gets a pin against Clay’s Chandler Thomas in dual meet won by and Derek Mosley were both named
Clay. Outstanding Wrestlers at Union County Invite.

Right: Fleming Island wrestler Matthew Newman has the shoulders of his Yulee opponent set to get the mat slap for a pin. Center: Fleming Island’s Gavin Smith steadies to pin
Episcopal opponent at Yulee Duals. Right: Clay High's Luke Boree tries to flatten Oakleaf’s Trevor Owens in dual meet won by Clay.
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Orange Park freshman Eris Lester sets up for free throw in loss to Oakleaf.

Oakleaf High first year coach Fred Cole is
building a fast moving dynamo team with the
Lady Knight staying unbeaten and a favorite
for the upcoming Clay High Christmas
Tournament Dec. 28-30.

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA
Fleming Island High guard Kennedy Williams
gets a shot off against Providence.

Middleburg High junior center Autumn
Vineyard concentrates on free throw against
Ocala Vanguard.

from page 25

Golden Eagle Head Coach Joey Williams,
noting double figure scoring from three
players; Avery Cannon (17, 3 3-Pirs),
Emma Richard (15, 2 3-Ptrs. 2Block shots)
and Isabelle Flores (14, 7Reb). “That’s a te-
nacious little team right there. People look
at them and they are not that big, but they
can take away the ball and turn a game real
fast.”

Once in control, Fleming Island was able
to hold Providence at arm’s length, hard as
the Stallions tried, and finish them off 61-
50 for a second high-scoring game in a row.

The night prior, the Golden Eagles
swooped in to the Bishop Snyder High
School Cardinals gym and put on a clinic,
dominating the Cardinals in all four quar-
ters as Williams had an opportunity to test
oul some of that depth on the bench.

“In the third quarter, we had a good run
and really opened up the lead,” said Wil-
liams.

Fleming Island, now 4-2, held Bishop
Snyder to a 22-6 third quarter on their way

Middleburg High guard Sam Harbison powers to basket against Vanguard.

to amassing 70 points as they held the Car-
dinals to 36.

Williams, dealing with an early season
gut punch when one of his top six had to
give up the sport for the season, faces an
issue with depth.

“I'have to get to my bench. I have to take
a chance and just go to the bench,” said
Williams. “I have my starters, and now my
first one off the bench is a freshman. We're
a young team.”

Even with the depth issue, the Golden
Eagles hustled to take the Stallion rebounds
and cash them in during the fever-pitch sec-
ond quarter. Going into the half 35-18, Wil-
liams was just about to his comfort spot to
gel to the bench.

“I'm trying to build that 20 point lead
and start subbing,” said Williams. “We have
1o get some games under our belts and try
them out.”

After the half, Providence made the ad-
justments and William’s plan went right out
the window.

“I know their Coach well (Providence
Coach Gigi Bistrow),” said Williams. “She’s
one of the best around. I know she’s never
out of the ballgame.”

The Stallions shut down the lanes and
forced Fleming Island to make mistakes
which Providence capitalized on. Every
time Fleming Island would bump the score
out by four or five more, the Stallions nosed
right back in with steals for points. But late
in the game, Williams used smart timeout
management to break all of the Stallion mo-
mentum.

Although outscored 19-14 in the third,
and 13-12 in the fourth, all that energy and
hard work in the second quarter paid off as
Providence could not stop the keep-away
the Golden Eagles employed to drain the
clock in the last two minutes.

“To date, that was the best all around
game they played,” said Williams. “Mon-
day, we have a tournament and I'll be able
to better assess the other girls. I love this
team and I love that bench. We just have to
try some things early in the game, maybe
against Baker County (in the tournament).
It's not easy seeing them sit.”

Fleming Island is hosting the Battle on
the Island during the Holiday break, just
the chance Williams is looking for to get
the game situations and pressure his team
needs.
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Boys Basketball

as of Mon,, Dec. 14
Orange Park (5-1)

Dec. 1 Westside, won 58-42 (Josiah Sabino 23Pts, 7Reb;
D'Marre Craddock 16 Pts, 11 Reb)

Dec. 3 Trinity Christian, won 62-30 (Josiah Sabino 28Pts
D'Marre Craddock 5Assists)

Dec. 4 Ribault, won 57-53 (Josiah Sabino 30Pts, 8Reb; Co-
rey Thomas 13Pts, D'Marre Craddock 6Assists, William Mosbach
3Block shots)

Dec. 7 Raines, Won 59-58 (Josiah Sabino 16Pts, 8Reb;
Corey Thomas 16Pts, DeAndre Dickerson 4Steals, D'Marre
Craddock 4Block shots)

Dec. 8 Bolles, Lost 49-47 (Josiah Sabino 15Pts, 5Assists;
D'Marre Craddock 12Pts, William Mosbach 10Pts)

Dec. 10 Middleburg Won 65-42 (Corey Thomas 19Pts, 6As-
sists; DeAndre Dickerson 17Pts, 4Steals, 5Reb; Avorie Grayson
8Reb, Julian Bryant 7Reb)

Tues, Dec. 22 at Clay 7pm

Mon., Dec.28-30 Tournament (Mon., Dec. 28 vs. Inter-
lachen, 430pm)

Tues,, Jan. 5 at Yulee

Thurs,, Jan. 7 Raines 7pm

Fri, Jan. 8 at Oakleaf

Mon,, Jan. 11 Bolles

Tues., Jan. 12 at Wolfson

Fleming Island (3-2)

Dec. 3 Englewood, won 74-27 (Nick Mas 14Pts, Antoine
Sandy 10Pts, Blake Robinson 10Pts, Ahman Greenidge 6Reb,
Colton Zapp 6Reb)

Dec. 8 Ponte Vedra Lost 59-46 (Antoine Sandy 14Pts, 6Reb;
Ahman Greenidge 10Pts, 8Reb; Quantavion Little 3Steals)

Dec. 11 Oakleaf, Lost 57-52 (Colton Zapp 14Pts, 2 3-Ptrs;
Antoine Sandy 13Pts, 9Reb, 3Assists; Ahman Greenidge 10Pts,
6Reb, Marco Astor 3Steals)

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY NOAH WYATT/MHS
Middleburg High forward Donovan Wimberly
goes airborne in game against Keystone
Heights.
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Ridgeview’s Landon Hawkins stretches to
avoid block against Fleming Island.

Thurs,, Dec. 17 at Ridgeview, won 79-51

Mon,, Dec. 21-22-23 Battle on the Island FIHS Tournament
(Mon,, Jan. 21 v Countryside 530pm)

Mon., Dec. 28-29-30 Orlando Tournament

Mon,, Dec. 28 Olympia (Orlando) 3pm, Tues,, Jan. 29
Edgewater; Wed., Jan. 30 Boone (7-3) 3pm

Tues,, Jan. 5 at Fletcher

Wed, Jan. 6 The Villages

Thurs,, Jan. 7 Atlantic Coast

Tues,, Jan. 12 at First Coast

Wed., Jan. 13 West Nassau

Fri, Jan. 15 at Oakleaf

Tues., Jan. 19 at Bolles (6-1)

Thurs, Jan. 21 at Lee(6-3)

Oakleaf (3-4)
Nov. 27 Paxon, lost 65-43
Nov. 28 Daytona Beach Mainland, lost 49-42
Dec. 1 Fletcher, lost 41-38
Dec. 3 Clay, won 52-49 (Markel Allums 15Pts)
Dec. 8 Nease, lost 50-47
Dec. 11 Fleming Island, won 57-52
Mon., Dec. 14 At Ed White, won 59-46
Mon,, Dec. 28-29-30 Tournament
Tues,, Jan. 5 at Matanzas
Fri, Jan. 8 Orange Park
Tues, Jan. 12 at Clay
Fri, Jan. 15 Fleming Island

Clay (2-4)
Dec. 1 Bartram Trail, lost 53-46
Dec. 3 Oakleaf, lost 52-49
Dec. 8 Middleburg, won 63-45
Dec. 10 Bradford, won 64-50
Dec. 11 Ridgeview, lost 62-55
Thurs,, Dec. 17 Palatka, lost 71-68
Tues, Dec. 22 Orange Park (5-1)
Mon,, Dec. 28 Fernandina Beach
Tues., Jan. 5 at Wolfson
Tues,, Jan. 12 Oakleaf
Fri, Jan. 15 at Trenton

Ridgeview (3-5)

Nov. 23 Buchholz, won 49-47 (Nicholas Gallego 18Pts,
Grant Weiskircher 13Pts, Ed Whipple 9Reb, Nathan Johnston
4Steals)

Nov. 24 Lee, lost 83-59 (Nathan Johnston 19Pts, Grant
Weiskircher 13Pts, Nicholas Gallego 10Pts, Ed Whipple 9Reb,
Rasheed Baker 9Reb)

Dec. 1 Ed White, lost 63-54 (Grant Weiskircher 13Pts,
Nicholas Gallego 11Pts)

Dec. 3 Baldwin, lost 58-52 (Landon Hawkins 18Pts, Tajh
Brown 12Pts, Ed Whipple 10

Reb, 3Steals)

Dec. 4 Fernandina Beach, won 64-58 (Landon Hawkins
20Pts, Ed Whipple 10Pts, 8Reb; Grant Weiskircher 10Pts, 2
3-PTR, Tajh Brown 6Assists)

Dec. 9 at NFEI, lost 60-47 (Nick Gallego 13Pts, Ed Whipple

10Pts, 1 3-Pts)

Dec. 11 at Clay, won 62-55 (Grant Weiskircher 19Pts,
5 3-Ptrs; Landon Hawkins 14Pts, Nick Gallego 13Pts, 6Reb;
Nathan Johnston 9Reb, Ed Whipple 4Assists)

Thurs, Dec. 17 Fleming Island, lost 79-51

Mon,, Dec. 21 Ribault (Battle on Island Tourney at RHS)
7pm

Tues, Jan. 5 at Interlachen

Thurs,, Jan. 7 at Creekside

Mon,, Jan. 11 at Westside

Thurs, Jan. 14 Middleburg

Fri, Jan. 15 at Ponte Vedra

Keystone Heights (3-4)

Nov. 24 Yulee, lost 50-46 (Gage Stevens 20Pts, 6 3-PTR;
Bryson Channell 12Pts, 3Assists, 35teals)

Nov. 28 St. Francis, lost 61-58 (Seth Gagnon 16Pts, Gage
Stevens 15Pts, 3 3-PTR: lan Schofield 11Pts, 12Reb, 4Steals,
Bryson Channell 3Assists)

Nov. 30 Hope Christian A, won 78-44 (Bryce Couey 24Pts,
10Reb; Gage Stevens 16,4 3-PTR; Seth Gagnon 12Pts)

Dec. 1 Seacoast Christian, lost 71-60 (Seth Gagnon 23Pts,
12Reb; lan Schofield 12Reb, Gage Stevens 20Pts, 3 3-PTR)

Dec. 4 Stanton, won 33-31 (lan Schofield 10Pts, Bryce
Couey 8Pts, Seth Gagnon 8Reb; Bryson Channell 4Assists,
5Steals)

Dec. 8 Interlachen 8pm, lost 55-54, 20T (Bryson Channell
13Pts, 10Reb, 5Steals; Seth Gagnon 13Pts, 10Reby; Bryce Couey
11Pts, lan Schofield 10Pts, 11Reb, 1Assists)

Fri, Dec. 11 Baldwin (cancelled)

Tues, Dec. 15 Middleburg, won 46-40

Sat, Dec.19 at FBCA Tournament (GA)

Tues., Dec. 22 Gainesville

Tues,, Jan. 5 Bradford

Fri, Jan. 8 Fernandina Beach

Sat, Jan. 9 St. Joseph Academy

Tues,, Jan. 12 Union County

Fri, Jan. 15 at Baldwin

Oakleaf’s Markel Allums has Knights winning
late in first half of season with wins over
Fleming Island and Ed White.

St Johns Country Day School (4-1)
Nov. 30 Cedar Creek, won 20-0
Dec. 2 San Jose Prep, won 63-42
Dec. 4 Harvest Community (Jax), won 43-42
Dec. 7 at Parsons Christian, won 47-42
Mon,, Dec. 14 Beacon of Hope, lost 64-37
Thurs, Dec. 17 at Fernandina Beach
Fri, Dec. 18 Tournament
Wed.,, Jan. 6 Christs Church
Mon,, Jan. 11 at First Baptist Academy
Thurs,, Jan. 14 Harvest Community
Thurs,, Jan. 21 First Baptista Academy

Middleburg (0-8)

Nov. 23 Interlachen, lost 57-46 (Cory Wyatt 16Pts, 4Assists,
3Steals; Greg Holland 11Pts, 10Reb)

Dec. 1 Creekside, lost 70-40 (AJ Bridges 17Pts, 5 3-PTR,
9REDb; Gavin Cook 11Pts)

Dec. 4 St. Augustine, lost 49-42 (Cory Wyatt 13Pts, Gavin
Cook 9Pts, 3 3-PTR)

Dec. 8 Clay, lost 63-45 (Wyatt Underwood 14Pts, 4Assists;
Aidan Farber 12Pts, 2 3Ptr, 3Steals; Cory Wyatt 10Pts, 2 3-Ptr;
Kyle Hinton 9Reb)

Dec. 10 Orange Park, lost 65-42 (AJ Bridges 12Pts, 3 3Ptr;
Aidan Farber 10Pts, 2 3Ptr, Gavin Cook 7Reb, Cory Wyatt 6Reb,
7Assists)

Dec. 11 at Fernandina Beach lost 61-49 (Cory Wyatt 17Pts,
3 3Ptr, 6Assists, 7Steals; Gavin Cook 9Reb, 5Steals; Aidan Farber
7Reb,

Tues, Dec. 15 at Keystone Heights, lost 46-40

Thurs,, Dec. 17 at Menendez, lost 73-55

Fri, Dec. 18 Baldwin

Mon., Dec. 28 Nease Tournament 6pm

Thurs,, Jan. 7 at Parker

Fri, Jan. 8 at Baker County

Tues,, Jan. 12 Stanton

Thurs, Jan. 14 at Ridgeview
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Left: Ridgeview High's girls weightlifting team is full of new faces for 2020 after a district title and a handful of state meet athletes last year. Right: Oakleaf’s Tamira Briley set the bar high

for her expectations at the upcoming state championships with near record lifts at Suwannee’s Power of Christmas Invitational. Bottom: Clay High sophomore Jeniyah Stevens won convincingly
in her 154 weight class. Center: St. Johns Country Day School’s Addison Frisbee brought national championship experience to the Suwannee High Invitational. Right: Clay High former state
champion Lindsey Brooks, left, confers with Blue Devil lifter Bailee Kumm at Suwannee Christmas Invite.

Lift

from page 25

On the opposite end of the powerhouse
scale, St. Johns Country Day School, field-
ing their first-ever school team, coached by
Justin Frisbee and led by freshman Addi-
son Frisbee, a nationally-ranked age group
Olympic lift medalist, put their mettle to
the test against the rugged field.

“It's been a little overwhelming at first,
but I think we are starting to get our grip
and doing well,” said Frisbee. “We got a
few first places in small meets earlier this
season and we had girls on top here for a
little bit. Baby steps.”

The Spartans presence at the Suwan-
nee event; which came about on the inter-
est of four athletes, according to Frisbee,
who got the approval of athletic director
Tracy Livingston, and started the ball roll-
ing.

“We won't get to compete in post sea-
son tournaments this year as individuals,”
said Frisbee. “I just have to get some more
girls.”

Frisbee's daughter Addison, a podium
finisher at numerous state and national

meets for Olympic style lifting was one
of three top 10 finishers for the Spartans
with her seventh place finish in the 110
pound division. Frisbee is currently ranked
in Florida on the 2020 Florida Elite Youth
Rankings and was selected to the Florida
Elite team that was scheduled to compete
in Atlanta at the National Championships.
NOTE: The Atlanta event became a virtual
event due to COVID.

At 119, St. Johns cross country runner
Evelyn Hanson finished fourth against a
field that included Suwannee High defend-
ing state champion at 110, Matti Marsee;
Mosley High's eighth in Class 2A Dae Wil-
liamson and Clay High's Riley Ledford, who
finished third Friday.

At 110, for St. Johns, Mia Morin fin-
ished eighth.

“We are pretty good in the clean and
jerk because the Olympic weightlifting
uses the Olympic snatch lift (from floor
to overhead) instead of the clean and jerk
(from floor to shoulders to overhead),”
said Frisbee, who's daughter won her first
medals as a seventh grader with six silver
medals in 2017 at the Florida Olympics
State Championships. “We'll make some

noise around meets because the Olympic
snatch becomes part of the high school lift-
ing scoring. Addison has podium nationally
three times in Olympic snatch.”

In one of the more dramatic moments
of the day, Oakleaf High's Tamira Briley,
already teetering with state record lifting
totals thoughout the season, won her 110
pound weight division again with bench
press prowess.

“We are moving slowly up the weights
as we gel closer to the state champion-
ships and Tamira is increasing her weight
totals each week on the schedule,” said
Oakleaf High coach Ben White. “We are
going to try 180 today after hitting a few
170s in the past few weeks. I just found
out that 180 was the post season state re-
cord; 170 the regular season record. That's
where we are going.”

Briley opened on bench press at 155
which was nearly 50 pounds ahead of the
rest of the field, then finished with 170. In
the Clean and Jerk, again, Briley went big
with just one competitor, Clay’s Sam Mi-
gliore able to match the opening weight of
135.

From there, the pair battled to 145, but

Migliore hit her 145 on her third lift while
Briley hit on on her second then blasted
160 on her third lift for the win.

Along with Briley, in the 110 division,
was Clay High's Sam Migliore, who dropped
from 113 last year where she was third in
Class 1A, to 110. Migliore was third at 119
last year behind Suwannee state champion
Matti Marsee.

Other top 10 finishers were, in 101, Ga-
briella Etheridge and Morgan Greer, fifth
and sixth; in 110, Ridgeview's Jada Ricketts
and Jolie Dresner were eighth and ninth;
in 119, Oakleaf got Lilly Jones in 10th; at
129, Clay’s Bailee Kumm was third, Marina
McKean was sixth, Oakleaf’s Elle Bronson
was seventh and Ridgeview's Tyra Sulph
was eighth; at 154, Oakleaf’s Ariana Ea-
son was seventh; at 169, Ridgeview's Haley
Beardin was fourth and Fleming Island’s
Grace Fields was 10th; at 183, Ridgeview's
Ava Haber was fourth, Clay's Annalee Har-
bison was fifth, Oakleaf’s Jazzmine Francis
was ninth; at 199, Ridgeview's Kenyatte
Hogan was sixth, and, at unlimited, Clay’s
Kyleigh Lafary was second with Fleming
I[sland’s Markayla Madison fifth and Clay’'s
Ansley Lyda seventh.
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A look back in photos with correspondent Ray DiMonda

Sizce Z?Wf%hwm/u, to pancreatze cancer,
/«7Zo¢/@¢5¢wﬁm¢%¢t Md/

Wéﬁa cancenr Wméwm aBscdt the ﬂ/az‘ziym %
chnccal ticls Mﬁi@/azwf'z,m 50}7«/%44&.”

Sk Sy

Photo By Brett Erickson
Stand Up To Cancer and Lustgarten Foundation are working together to
make every person diagnosed with pancreatic cancer a long-term survivor.

To learn more about the latest research, including clinical trials that may
be right for you or a loved one, visit PancreaticCancerCollective.org.

LUSTGARTEN
FOUNDATION

PANCREATIC CANCER COLLECTIVE

e

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®

A THE
ULVER’S’
DELUXE

Stand Up To Cancer is a division of the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF), a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Culver’s of Middleburg
1767 Blanding Blvd
Middleburg, FL 32068

(904) 203-2071

JRY' S TOTAL CAR CARE INC. / KAR TEK
FR E OIL CHANGE
WITH PURCHASE OF A TUNE UP
{FROM $39.90) MOST 4 CYL CARS
Sl 9 9 OIL, LUBE, FILTER
PLUS TAX/DISPQSAL
[ ] MOST 4 CYL CARS - UPTO 5 QUARTS
SYNTHETIC BLEND
357 BLANDING BLVD, ORANGE PARK, FL 32073 - 904-458-4059

*FREE A/C CHECKY
BEAT THIS HEAT!
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Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp manager Kevin Randel, left, No. 31 Stone Garrett greets home run
hitter at third base in Jumbo Shrimp action last year. Jumbo Shrimp move to AAA will bring
pre-Major League level of play to Jacksonville.

Jumbo Shrimp

go to Triple-

JACKSONVILLE — The Miami Marlins have
extended an opportunity to the Jacksonville
Jumbo Shrimp to become the club’s Triple-
A affiliate, effective beginning in the 2021
season.

The move continues a rise for the city of
Jacksonville and Northeast Florida, which
would field a Triple-A baseball team for the
first time since 1968, when the club was
an affiliate of the New York Mets. Jackson-
ville's current affiliation with the Marlins
dates back to 2009.

The elevation to the highest tier of Minor
League Baseball was paved by the recent
increase and record-setting support from
the community and fans, club partners,
ASM Global and City of Jacksonville. Ear-
lier this year, the Jumbo Shrimp announced
a monumental partnership with 121 Finan-
cial Credit Union. The club’s ballpark, 121
Financial Ballpark, is a nationally respect-
ed minor league facility that was designed
originally to host Triple-A baseball.

“We are incredibly excited about the
prospects of bringing the top level of Mi-
nor League Baseball to the excellent Jumbo

A ball

Shrimp fans in Jacksonville and throughout
Northeast Florida,” said Jumbo Shrimp
owner & CEO Ken Babby. “This is a direct
reflection of Jacksonville’s positive and
expansive growth, and allows the Jumbo
Shrimp to continue our long-term commit-
ment to provide the most affordable family
entertainment option on the First Coast.
We are also so grateful to continue our
long-standing partnership with the Mar-
lins, whose players, coaches and staff have
embraced our community for the last 12
years.”

Over the last decade, Jacksonville's
population has grown by 10.9% to 911,507
by adding 89,757 new residents, the 15th
largest population growth in the nation
according to data released in the spring
by the U.S. Census Bureau. The city now
ranks as the 12th-most populous in the
United States. Jacksonville’s burgeon-
ing development also attracted a record
number of 22.2 million tourists in 2018.
The announcement comes at a time which

SEE SHRIMP,32

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp infielder Bryson Brigman slings toward home plate in action last
year at Jacksonville Baseball Grounds.

QLD TIME RADIO HOLIDAY BROADCAST
Friday at 7OM to Midnight on WICT NEWS 509

Celebrate Christrnas with WICT and listen to your favorite old time
holiday broadoasts on WICT Mews 8959, Enjoy programs liks it's A
Wonderful Life staming Jimimy Stewart and Donna Reed from the

wear 1947 and Lionel Barryrnore's portrayal of Ebenezer Scrooge
in the 1939 broadcast of A Chrismas Carol

CALL THE MIDWIFE: HOLIDAY SPECIAL 2020
Friday at 9PM on WICT-TV 7.1 [Comcast 8, 440)

Everyone at Monnatus Housa looks forward to a traditional
holiday, but nothing goes quite to plan. Meanwhile, the Circus
arrives in Poplar, bringing new friendships, new experignces and
an exciting adventure for Murse Crane.

)~ LEXd For more information visit wjct.org
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Fleming Island’s Markayla Madison, left, with coach Benjamin Traywick, took fifth in the
unlimited division.

Ridgeview High's Kenyatte Hogan readies for bench press.

Left: Ridgeview High state meet returner Kyliee Zitkus dominated her 199 division to put her name back in the state champion talk. Center: St. Johns Country Day School freshman Addison

Frisbee brought her national lifting experience into the tough gym at Suwannee High School and took fourth place. Right: Clay High’s Sam Migliore is right on target to be a medal contender in
2021.
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sees unprecedented growth not only in the
greater Jacksonville area, but specifically
downtown and within the sports complex.
This new area of Triple-A baseball would
see Jacksonville compete at the same
level as teams from cities such as Buffalo,
Charlotte, Indianapolis, Las Vegas and
Nashville.

“It is an honor and endorsement of
Jacksonville’s future to be selected as the
new Triple-A home of the Miami Marlins”
said Mayor Lenny Curry. “We are excited
to see the highest tier of Minor League
Baseball here in Jacksonville, and it truly
is a testament to the community support
received by the Jumbo Shrimp that has
routinely seen 121 Financial Ballpark full
of fans throughout the spring and sum-
mer.” The 2021 campaign would mark
Jacksonville’s second stint in Triple-A. In
1962, the first team known as the Jack-
sonville
Suns were members of the International
League and affiliates of the Cleveland
Indians. In the years that followed, the
Triple-A Suns were also alffiliates of the
St. Louis Cardinals and New York Mets.
The final season of the Triple- A Suns saw
Jacksonville win the 1968 International
League Championship. Following the 1968
season, the Suns relocated to Norfolk, Va.
before baseball returned to Jacksonville in
1970 in the form of the Double-A Southern
League Suns, which played as the Expos,
Suns, and since 2017, the Jumbo Shrimp.

"We are excited to invite Jacksonville
to be the Miami Marlins’ affiliate and rise
up to the Triple-A level” said Marlins Vice
President of Player Development and
Scouting Gary Denbo. “Our organization
has appreciated the suc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>