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District adds new schools to 2018 program.
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Sheriff talks crime in Middleburg

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

MIDDLEBURG — Monday’s town hall meet-
ing in Middleburg offered Clay County
Sheriff Darryl Daniels and a few of his
top-ranking deputies the chance to speak
directly to the community.

The event — the second event of its type
— began with Daniels saying how poor the

turnout was at a similar event in the Oak-
leaf community. About 35 residents joined
more than a dozen CCSO deputies who took
up much of the room inside the Middleburg
Givic Association building.

Drugs and school resource officers be-
came the top two topics of discussion for
the event. Attendees appeared extremely
concerned with the drug problem in the

area, with some raising concerns over
having personally observed drug deals in
broad daylight. The sheriff and his staff
assured attendees they are there and will
continue to eradicate drugs from the area
and Clay County.

“We're still going to be out there. I've
seen people upset that we're stopping ve-
hicles and we're doing things that are hold-

ing them up as they go places, and [ apolo-
gize for that, but I'm not going to apologize
for trying to stop the drug trade out there,”
said Chief Wayne McKinney. “[In the last
two months] we did 472 traffic stops. One
of the things I found interesting was the to-
tal vehicle searches we did was 126 and
we made 98 drug arrests, that’s a pretty

SEE SHERIFF, 12

Youth Connection Success

Tavian Raggins, 19, at left, and Milena Carter, 18, at right, are all smiles during a recent
event in which community leaders came together to celebrate their high school
graduations after taking part in a new program called Clay Youth Connection. See story

STAFF PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

School Board signs
SRO agreements

By Wesley LeBlanc
Staff Writer

FLEMING ISLAND — All Clay County high
schools and junior high schools are set to
receive resource officers until the end of
the 2019 school year.

During its regular June 7 meeting
at Fleming Island High, the Clay County
School Board voted to approve four differ-
ent agreements that work together to en-
sure junior high and high schools receive
the added security of a resource officer on
campus during school hours. These agree-
ments were created in collaboration with
the Board of County Commissioners, the
Clay County Sheriff’s Office, the City of
Green GCove Springs and the Town of Or-
ange Park, and their respective police de-
partments.

the board, the BCC and CGSO, and lasts
from July 1 to September 30, 2018. This
agreement acts to put a school resource
officer in Bannerman Learning Center,
Keystone Heights High, Clay High, Middle-
burg High, Fleming Island High, Ridgeview
High, Orange Park High and Oakleaf High.
[t also stations an SRO in Wilkinson Junior
High, Lakeside Junior High, Lake Asbury
Junior High and Oakleaf Junior High.

This agreement, as well as the other
three signed that night, come as a way
to abide by the recently-passed, but sig-
nificantly underfunded, Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School Public Safety Act that
requires each Florida school district to as-
sign at least one SRO to every school using
one of three given options: SROs, school
guardians via the Guardian Program, or
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Memories

Captain Jacob Brock and frontier East Florida made a perfect match
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acob Brock was born in Vermont, at
J his father’s farm on the Connecticut

River; he was destined to remain a
river rat the rest of his life. Brock worked
and trained as a mechanical engineer, mar-
ried and fathered four children in Hartford,
Connecticut.

By the late 1840s, he and his four chil-
dren were in Charleston, S.C. In 1849, he
commissioned the construction of his first
ship, The Darlington. She was a beauty.
With competition in Charleston heating
up after almost three years, Brock moved
south to the St Johns River. In the fall of
1853, Brock and his steam-powered side-
wheeler, Darlington, began year-round
scheduled service on the river from Jack-
sonville to Enterprise, 205 miles south on
the river from Jacksonville, at Lake Mon-
roe. This decision would be the key to his
success. d seasonal commercial service,
settlers now had a dependable method
of shipping goods to market and reliable
transportation for passengers and sup-
plies.

The area was still in a fragile and bud-
ding era of civilization with periodic Indian
attacks. Duval County, which still included
Clay County in 1850, counted just a little
over a thousand souls. Settlers were iso-
lated and having consistent contact with

the outside world in the form of Brock and
the Darlington became a hugely comforting
part of the equation. Locals fondly referred
to the ship and her captain as the Old Reli-
able Line.

Brock lived big, he risked big and he
reveled in hard work, enjoying life and the
people along the river. Middleburg was his
first base of operations and a logical choice
because the area was teeming with activity
and provided a continual supply of cargo.

The shrewd Captain Brock noticed in-
creasing numbers of Northern and Europe-
an tourists eager for a sportsman’s experi-
ence and constructed the Brock House in
Enterprise. Men hunted and fished all day,
then gathered with good brandy and strong
cigars to laugh, spit and tell tales.

In 1860, Brock added the newly con-
structed, Hattie Brock, to his already ex-
panding fleet. Named for his daughter,
the side wheeler Hattie was equipped with
powerful engines and posh accommoda-
tions for 75 to 100 passengers.

The rumblings of secession were al-
ready gathering on the horizon and Jacob
Brock enthusiastically volunteered his
ships and himself to the service of the Con-
federacy. Basically, Brock like most suc-
cessful frontier pioneers, simply didn't like
to be told what to do by anyone — govern-

Bigger than life, Capt. Jacob Brock arrived

in frontier Florida in the early 1850s with his
steamship, the Darlington, and began plying
the St Johns River.

ments included.

In early 1862, a Union fleet attacked
Fernandina and Brock raced to rescue
fleeing Confederate sympathizers. Captain
Brock and his passengers were captured.
The Darlington escaped and was hidden by
a loyal crew. Brock remained in prison in
Boston for most of the war.

Not until the spring of 1864 was the
Hattie found concealed in a remote tribu-
tary south of Palatka. A small crew was
boarded to take possession and progressed
to Enterprise to refuel. There, they suf-
fered a severe and colorful tongue lashing
from the porch of Brock House by none
other than the boat’s namesake, young
Hattie Brock. Granted, she was raised as a
Southern belle but after all her father was
a sailor.

Brock regained his ships after the war
and picked up the pieces of his freewheel-
ing, rollicking life. The Brock House in En-
terprise became a particular favorite of
Northern politicians and former military
men. The Captain was never one to al-
low political differences to interfere with
a good time and hosted with equal suc-
cess Rockefellers, Goulds, Beechers, Pres.
Ulysses Grant and Gen. William Sherman.

But times were changing and it took
more than a fearless willingness to risk
and good stories to succeed on the river.
Florida tourist trade was becoming a gold
mine and competition from the big boys
was fierce. Jacob Brock amassed a fortune
but was outmatched by immense bankrolls
of the Baya and DeBary steamship giants.

Brock died at his shipyard in Jackson-
ville in May of 1877.

Clay schools to see new leadershi

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — Clay County
School Superintendent Addison Davis an-
nounced four administrative changes with-
in the school district involving three prin-
cipal positions at different schools.

Stephanie Jackson has been named
the new principal of Grove Park Elemen-
tary School replacing Scott Voytko who had
served the previous four years as princi-
pal. Jackson comes to Clay after having
served for four years as principal of Pine
Forest School of the Arts in Duval County
Public Schools where she began her career
13 years ago as an eighth-grade teacher.

Jackson taught for three years before
accepting her first instructional coaching
position. She served as an Instructional

Coach at Andrew Jackson High for one
year before becoming a Regional Reading
Coordinator for Florida's Office of Differ-
entiated Accountability, where she served
lower performing middle and high schools
in Duval County. Jackson has been an as-
sistant principal at both the middle and
elementary school levels. Jackson has two
sons and a husband who also serves in the
field of education.

Justin Faulkner is the new principal of
Orange Park Junior High replacing Al De
Jesus who had been at the school for four
years. Faulkner is in his 12th year with
the Clay County School District and moves
over to OPJH from Orange Park High
where he served as an assistant principal

Stephanie Jackson

Justin Faulkner

since 2014. He holds a master's degree
in educational leadership from Saint Leo
University. As a classroom teacher prior,
he led the district in Advanced Placement
Finglish passing rates and represented

in the fall

(R e
Chastity Lee

Jennifer Roach

Clay High as Teacher of the Year. With his
strong background and passion in English
Language Arts, Faulkner worked alongside
the English and reading departments at

SEE LEADERSHIP, 13
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Youth Connection sees first success stories

By Wesley LeBlanc
Staff Writer

ORANGE PARK — Six months ago, obtaining
a high school diploma seemed nothing less
than a herculean task for two Clay County
students.

The possibility was always there but
it was more pipe dream than anything
else. Now, though, Tavian Raggins, 19, and
Milena Carter, 18, are not only high school
graduates, but looking at a future that's
wide-open, bright and finally, within their
reach.

Raggins’ and Carters’ success stories
are the first to emerge from a new organi-
zation formed last fall called the Clay Youth
Connection.

In its infant stages, Clay Youth Connec-
tion worked to address housing challenges
its members new existed within the com-
munity. They heard stories of students on
the verge of dropping out of high school
due to instability in their housing.

Clay Youth Connection worked with the
Clay County School District to identify stu-
dents who were temporarily displaced and
give them a place to live, so that a lack of
sleep on a proper bed, or a void of break-
fast, will no longer be a hurdle they face in
their high school education.

While the Moosehaven retirement com-
munity stepped up to become the home of

the Clay Youth Connection, the program
became the sole mission of Orange Park
Town Council Member Connie Thomas.

“We had a lot of people concerned
about a lady always on the side of a road in
town and it turned out that she was home-
less,” Thomas said. “That's when I decided
to learn more about the homeless in Or-
ange Park.”

After looking into the homeless prob-
lem, Thomas discovered a dark truth hid-
den within the town: homelessness doesn't
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From left, Tavian Raggins, 19, and Milena Carter, 18, are grateful for having been embraced by
the Clay Youth Connection. Both students agree the program changed their lives.

affect just adults; it affects children too,
and many of those children, despite their
situation, still attempt to make it through
school. Thomas brought this to the atten-
tion of Moosehaven's Executive Director,
John Capes, and everything fell into place.

Before Clay Youth Connection, Raggins
was living with his mom, dad, four brothers
and his sister. Not only did Raggins struggle
to find a private and personal space within
the house he called home, he was void of
basic necessities that a student needs o

Cancer Doesn’t Care.
We Do.

be successful in school: a backpack, pens
and pencils, paper and more.

“School was, and is, very important to
me but [ was struggling,” Raggins said. “I
couldn’t focus at home and that affected
my work in school.”

Before Clay Youth Connection, Raggins
was, in his words, “just barely making it.”
He knew he needed a change of scenery
and a place to focus, but his family wasn't
growing smaller anytime soon and his
parents weren't buying a new house. One
day, though, Raggins heard about the Clay
Youth Connection while attending class at
Orange Park High and how it could help
him.

“When I heard about it, it sounded like
something for me,” Raggins said. “I looked
into it and knew I needed this.”

Raggins, determined to make some-
thing better of his education, explained
to his parents what the program was and
they begrudgingly agreed — they were not
excited about saying goodbye to their son
for half a year.

“I mean, they hated it when I first told
them,” Raggins said. “Once they saw how |
changed, and how beneficial it was to me,
their feelings changed.”

Not only did his parents’ feelings
change, Raggins himself became a new

SEE YOUTH, 13
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Fight over judicial
vacancy ratchets up

By Drew Wilson
FloridaPolitics.com

state appeals court Tuesday morn-
Aing quickly stepped into a legal

battle about whether a Northeast
Florida judge should be elected or ap-
pointed by Gov. Rick Scott and cleared the
way for an appointment process to at least
temporarily continue.

The 1st District Court of Appeal issued
an order after a flurry of activity that in-
cluded Scott administration attorneys fil-
ing a request late
Monday to block a
ruling earlier in the
day by Leon Coun-
ty  Circuit  Judge
Charles Dodson.

The lawsuit, filed
by Jacksonville at-
torney David Trotti,
is part of a handful
of disputes in recent
years about whether
the governor has
the power to fill certain judicial seats — or
whether the seats should be filled through
elections.

Trotti contends that an upcoming va-
cancy created by the retirement of 4th Ju-
dicial Circuit Judge Robert Foster should
be filled in the November election, while
Scott’s lawyers say the position should be
filled through appointment.

Foster was expected 1o leave office
Jan. 7, 2019, which would be the end of his
term, because of a mandatory retirement
age. But on April 2, Foster sent a letter to
Scott making the retirement effective Dec.
31, four business days ahead of schedule.

The Scott administration takes the po-
sition that the governor’s acceptance of a
judicial resignation before the start of an
election-qualifying period creates a va-
cancy that will be filled by appointment,
rather than election. The 4th Judicial Cir-
cuit is made up of Duval, Clay and Nassau
counties.

In the challenge filed by Trotti, Dodson
ruled last week that the seat should be
filled by election and issued an injunction
against the Scott administration and a ju-
dicial nominating commission from moving
forward with an appointment process. The
state appealed Dodson’s ruling last week,
which placed an automatic stay on the de-
cision.

But Monday, Dodson again ruled in
favor of Trotti and vacated the automatic
stay — and complained that the Scott ad-
ministration had essentially ignored his
earlier injunction. Dodson pointed to a May

Drew Wilson

SEE FIGHT, 5

Opinions

Drama and power grabs

tertaining to watch on television this

week, you should have checked out
Clay County’s newest drama.

It's called “Power Grab: the story of
a misinformed chairman.”

The story began to unfold last fall

‘ f you were looking for something en-

when the Board of
County Commis-
sioners appointed
the Charter Re-
view Commis-
sion. Under state f
law, because Clay [&

County  govern-
ment  operates
under a charter-
based form of

Eric Cravey

government, the

county commission is required to em-
panel a Charter Review GCommission
every four years to review the county’s
governing documents.

According to CRC chair Amy Pope-
Wells, this week's installment of the
commission’s drama began to unfold
June 1 when she said she received “42
messages” from constituents who were
concerned about a Clay County School
District employee who was seen assist-
ing a candidate file for office at the Clay
County Supervisor of Elections office
while, she believed, was on the school
board clock at the time of the spotting.
Ooh, looks and sounds like a spy drama,
doesn’t it?

However, to the outside, it looks like
Cornfield County.

“When consulting with the CRGC at-
torney. He advised that we collect all

the information and share it with them,
with the body[meaning the CRC mem-
bers],” Pope-Wells told county commis-
sioners Tuesday.

[ would have loved to have been able
to hear the county commission mem-
bers’ inside thoughts when Pope-Wells
was speaking, especially since she was
speaking about something that was ab-
solutely none of her business or that of
the CRC.

But, thank God for true leaders like
Gayward Hendry. He was the only coun-
ty commissioner who sought to gingerly
tell Pope-Wells she was off base. Way
off base, in fact.

“I don’t see as there’s anything to re-
solve,” Hendry said.

Pope-Wells refused to understand
what Hendry said.

Allow me to assist.

You were appointed to attend to mat-
ters involving the Clay County govern-
ment and its charter. The Clay County
School District does not fall under nor is
governed by the county charter. Deduc-
tive reasoning — which we're supposed
to be taught in about third grade if my
memory suits me right — creeps in and
tells us Pope-Wells did not clearly un-
derstand her duties.

Or, she perhaps is attempting to
grab some freshly-tilled power of her
own in hopes of running for public office
herself one day. A lot of previous CRC
members have done just that — Travis
Cummings, Brian Campbell, Michael
Kerekes, to name a few from recent

SEE POWERS, 5
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of the week

Word of the Week is a feature that
aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practical
application. Each week, our editorial staff
presents a word, its definition and its use
in a sentence.

Oleaginous: An adjective verb mean-
ing “marked by an offensively ingratiating
manner or quality.”

“In a recent column in Washington Post,
conservative columnist George Will called
Vice President Mike Pence oleaginous say-

ing Pence had a ‘talent for toadyism and
appetite for obsequiousness’.”

This Week
In History

5 years ago, 2013

The Clay County School Board was to
take up a proposal from Keystone Heights
High Principal Susan Sailor to add the
Army National Defense Cadet Corps at the
school as a means of stemming the drop-
out rate.

[ |

The Florida Department of Transporta-
tion prepped to hold public meetings where
citizens could learn firsthand about a pro-
posal to widen Blanding Boulevard from
0ld Jennings Road to County Road 215 be-
ginning in 2015.

[ |

The Clay Board of County Commission-
ers put the final touches on a $1.2 million
Boundless Playground on Moody Avenue
in preparation for a community dedication
celebration.

10 years ago, 2008

St. Vincent's Medical Center officials
held a public ceremony to showcase the
site it purchased to build a new 98-bed
hospital alongside Branan Field Road. The
facility had an estimated cost of $115 mil-
lion.

[ |

County Manager Fritz Behring told the
county commission that the state’s passage
of Amendment One — the Save Our Homes
amendment that increased the homestead
exemption — would extract $8.4 million
from the county's 2008-09 budget.

SEE HISTORY, 5

Send us a letter ...

We'd like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about
the county commission, the school board or your city council or com-
mission, sit down and take a few moments to write us a letter.

All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write

no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues,
be clear and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP
Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to
the Editor in your subject and send it to Managing Editor Eric Cravey
at eric@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions

The views and opinions expressed on this page are those
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Clay Today.
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U.S. Army Chaplain
Assistant  Quincy *
J. Green, 26, a na-
tive of Orange Park,
died as a result of
sniper fire in Tikrit,
[raq while assigned | 4
to the 601st Aviation |g:
Support  Battalion, §
1st Combat Aviation L&
Brigade, 1st Infantry

Division, as part of

Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Quincy J. Green

20 years ago, 1998
Clay High Principal Pete McCabe al-
lowed Sam Spencer III to walk across the
graduation stage with the Class of 98, 52
years after he completed high school. In
1946, when he finished, however, Spencer
could not afford a cap and gown, so he did
not get to walk that year.
[ |
Forty-five students at Wilkinson Ju-
nior High in Middleburg were treated to
lunch at Golden Corral near Orange Park
via luxurious limousine rides for their out-
standing scores on the FloridaWrites! As-
sessment.
[ |
The Board of County Commissioners in-
structed the county attorney to write a de-
mand letter to recoup $53,276 in legal fees
racked up in a protracted legal battle with

ousted former Clerk of Court John Keene.

30 years ago, 1988

Clay County Sheriff Jennings Murrhee
said deputies arrested Kenneth Steven
West, 21, for raping and robbing a conve-
nience store clerk at knifepoint at a store
at the intersection of U.S. Highway 17 and
Hibernia Road on Fleming Island. West es-
caped to Clay from the Dixie County Cor-
rectional facility.

[ |

More than 1,000 National Guard troops
from Alabama, Florida and South Carolina
converged on Camp Blanding for annual
training exercises.

[ |

Orange Park Town Council Member Ron
Raymond stormed out of a council meet-
ing protesting a rezoning request that his
fellow council members voted down. If
passed, the measure would have allowed
a new 120-bed nursing home to be con-
structed on Wells Road.

40 years ago, 1978

Green Cove Springs City Gouncil dis-
cussed purchasing the Clay County De-
velopment Industrial Park from the Clay
CGounty Development Authority on grounds
that the city could obtain economic devel-
opment grants for infrastructure that the
GCDA could not.

[ |

Sale of delinquent county property tax
certificates brought in $155,094 for Clay
County.

16 hearing in which he said the nominating
process should “cease immediately.”

“If the governor and secretary of state
had any doubt about that, there should
have been a motion for clarification or
something of the like filed,” Dodson wrote
Monday. “Instead it was as if I had not
ruled. The nominating process kept going.
My order was not even a bump in the road.”

But Scott administration attorneys filed
a motion late Monday with the 1st District
Court of Appeal requesting reinstatement
of the stay on Dodson’s earlier ruling. They
said the Florida Constitution and earlier
cases — including a case filed by Trotti in
2014 — make clear that Scott has the au-
thority to appoint a replacement for Fos-
ter.

The appeals court Tuesday morning is-
sued an order giving Trotti until Friday to
respond to the Scott administration’s mo-
tion. It also said the appointment process
can at least temporarily move forward.

“The automatic stay ... shall remain in
effect to permit the Fourth Circuit Judicial
Nominating Commission to continue its in-
terview and nomination process, pending
a final ruling on the (Scott’s administra-
tion’s) motion for review by this court,” the
one-page order said.

Trotti, who lost the 2014 case, sought
to qualify to run for Foster’'s seat but was

denied. Dodson’s ruling last week said
Trotti should be listed on the state Division
of Elections website as qualifying to run
for the judgeship. Dodson wrote that the
“creation of an artificial appointment™ had
occurred.

But in the motion filed late Monday,
Scott's attorneys said Dodson’s order would
put Trotti into office by “default.” Qualify-
ing for judicial races ended last month.

“Here, the undisputed facts establish
that Judge Foster’s resignation was ten-
dered and accepted by the governor before
the election process commenced at the be-
ginning of the candidate qualifying period,”
the motion said.

“The governor is therefore constitu-
tionally authorized and obligated to fill the
vacancy by appointment, and the secre-
tary of state is prohibited from qualifying
candidates for a judicial seat that will not
be filled by election. Because appellee’s
(Trotti's) arguments are contrary o the
language of the Florida Constitution and
well-established  precedent, he cannot
demonstrate a likelihood of success on the
merits.”

[ |

Drew Wilson covers legislative cam-
paigns and fundraising for SaintPeters-
Blog and FloridaPolitics.com. While at
the University of Florida, Wilson was an
editor at The Independent Florida Alli-
gator and after graduation, he moved to
Los Angeles to cover business deals for
The Hollywood Reporter.

years. Perhaps, the saddest scene from
this week's installment of “Power Grab”
is that the BCC chairman made a poor at-
tempt to tell Pope-Wells that the school
district was not under the CRC's body of
work it had been tasked with. Yet, Pope-
Wells continued to ramble on giving those
attending the meeting in person, online
and on cable a glimpse into her really con-
fusing bad information.

She even threatened to hold another
CRC meeting if she does not get an answer
from the school district regarding the em-
ployee’s time card she said she requested
as a public document. This is a power grab.
Back home in Georgia, I could hear my un-
cle telling Pope-Wells, “You need to mind
your own business and get back to work.”

Her comments regarding the school dis-
trict, at face value, looked like an attempt
to cast shade on that body’s integrity.

And for those constituents who mes-
saged Pope-Wells. Please, take a Lead-
ership Clay class so you can learn more
about Clay County or something similar.

The CRC is scheduled to hold its final
public hearing on June 13, after we go to
press. In that hearing, commission mem-
bers — if they all show up — have their last
opportunity to hear from voters about two
proposed charter amendment questions
that will be on the ballot this fall. On av-
erage, about seven of the 15 appointees
have not been attending meetings since the
pay hike issue was brought up and quickly
passed.

One ballot measure asks voters to mod-
ify the current term limit ordinance to al-
low county commissioners to serve three,
four-year terms, whereas, currently the
charter only allows two, four-year terms.

The other amendment asks voters to
kill a 10-year-old citizen-initiated charter
amendment that capped BCC member pay
at $37.500. This ballot measure gives BCC
members pay hikes for the next four years.

Perhaps it’s time for the county com-
mission to address whether a CRC is an
actual viable entity it needs to utilize in the
future? If nothing else, please thoroughly
educate these CRC members as to clearly
what their roles are.

Regardless of what you do, please be-
come informed.
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LINDA LAKES
SUMMERSIZZLER

SALES EVENT- June 7-20™

523000
In Savings When You Build Now

Write a contract to build in Linda Lakes

PICK YOUR PLAN e PICK YOUR LOT e PICK YOUR OPTIONS

between June 7 - June 20, & receive these
FREE options valued at 5,000:

» Ceiling fan
» Cabinet Hardware

» Pavers on the Front Porch

P Upgraded Dishwasher & Disposal
P Tile Backsplash & Pendant lights in the Kitchen
»$1,000 Design Center Gift Certificate

plus $11,000 in free options of your choice, and
up to 7,000 toward total closing costs.

e Gorgeous outdoor recreation center that includes a lakeside park with a
beautiful swimming pool, playground, sports field and a scenic lakefront
pavilion and deck

e 5 interior community parks including Meadowlands Park, Wildflower Park,

Interpretive Park, Pooch Park and more
e Conservation areas & 4 large lakes
e Gated community entrance
e All lots are preserve, park or lakefront
e Excellent school district
e Homes from the low *300’s

www.SEDAnewhomes.com

Directions: South on
Blanding Blvd, west on
Old Jennings Rd.,
3.5 miles on the left

(904) 573-6026

SEDA Construction Company-CGC020880 *See agent for details- Saving of up to $23,000 special offer is comprised of

PHOTO BY ASHLEY ANDERSON
Brian Rolf, left, and his father Eric Rolf, had dreamt about going to business together for years
and have done so by co-ownership of two Pet Supplies Plus stores. On May 26, the duo opened
its second store on Blanding Boulevard near Orange Park.

Iather, son duo open pet
store near Orange Park

By Chase Carle
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK - Brian and Eric Rolf are
proving that the age-old adage about not
mixing business and family doesn’t apply
o them.

Brian Rolf, 42, and his father Eric, 69,
opened their second Metro Jacksonville-
area Pel Supplies Plus store on May 26
at 510 Blanding Blvd. in the Orange Park
area.

When asked about going into business
with his father, Brian laughed at the “never
mix business and family” idea.

“We've always been close,” said Brian.
“It's always been a dream of ours to work
together at some point.”

FFather and son took their own routes
before realizing that dream, however.

Eric was a Miller and Coors distributor
for 40 years in Ohio before selling his busi-
ness almost 10 years ago. Brian said that
his father felt it was both the right time to
sell and still early enough for him to pur-
sue another venture.

Brian went the military route, serving
over 16 years in the Marine Corps as an
FA-18 pilot before retiring in 2014. He
elected to take early retirement as a ma-
jor, rather than be sent to the Pentagon 1o
work behind a desk as he believes would
have happened if he'd stayed in and been

SEE FAMILY, 12

BCC approves agreements,
funding for SROs

By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — After months of
meetings and discussions, the Clay County
Board of County Commissioners approved
agreements with the Clay County School
District to place school resource officers
in every school.

The first item up for discussion was
the board's duty to approve a resolution
that would direct the Supervisor of Elec-
tions to place a 1 mill ad valorem tax on
the August 23 ballot. The tax referendum
was approved with a 3-2 vote by the school
board now goes to the voters for a decision.
The tax increase would result in an addi-
tional $10 million for the school district
that would provide $5.6 million to be used
to fully fund school resource officers in ev-

up with updates to curriculum. The money
would not flow into local coffers until 2019.

There wasn't much discussion from the
board as this vote is primarily a duty of the
commissioners to more or less forward the
ballot item from the school board to the
Supervisor of Elections. However, Chair-
man Gavin Rollins took issue with this re-
quirement prior to calling role on the vote.

“What happens if we don't vote for
this?” said Rollins, who teaches ESE His-
tory at Oakleaf High School. “Why does it
come to us if it’s ministerial, if we have no
choice in voting on it, then why does it even
come o us?”

County Attorney Courtney Grimm an-
swered with quotes from state statutes
that order the school board to submit
things like this to the BCC, and another

$7,000 paid toward total Closing Costs with SEDA approved lender, plus buyer receives $11,000 in options of buyer’s choice
(which must be used toward options and can not be taken off of the sales price and can not be usecftoward closings costs),
Elus FREE options of builder’s choice valued at $5,000 (no substitutions allowed). Applies to full priced contracts only written

etween 6/7/18-6/20/18) on homes to be built in Linda Lakes only and does not apply to spec/ inventory homes for a total
savings up to $23,000. This offer is for a limited time only. Price & availability subject to change without notice.

ery school, and $4.4 million that would go
into the general fund to be used on things
like school hardening as well as keeping

that says the BCC is the only board with

SEE FUNDING, 15
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Christopher Cory ‘Turtle’ Cates

Christopher Cory “Turtle” Cates, 28,
of Middleburg passed away unexpectedly
Sunday, June 3, 2018 at his residence.
Christopher was born in Gainesville and
had for most of his life in Green Cove
Springs. He was a 2008 graduate of
Clay High School and had worked as an
over-the-road truck driver. He enjoyed
fishing, hunting, and playing in the mud
with his vehicles, including at Hog Waller
in Palatka.

Surviving are his parents, Chris and
Tena Cates of Middleburg; a sister, Tiffany
Cates of Orange Park; and a nephew,
Brantley Cates of Orange Park. No ser-
vices are scheduled at this time. Friends
may sign the online register at www.the-
mastersfuneralhome.com Memorial gifts
in Chris” memory may be sent to Masters
Funeral Home, 3015 Crill Ave., Palatka,
FL 321717.

Michael Frederick ‘Mike’ Ward
Michael Frederick “Mike” Ward was
born on April 30, 1938 in Cincinnati,
Ohio. He was raised by his
7= loving mother, Dorothy
f;‘-‘a{»;;f;. Louise and his father, Joseph
7 Ward. Both his parents were
in show business, and Mike
was born into humor and the love of
theater.

Michael was
joined at the age
of 2 by his sister
Rayleen Fair. The
two grew up humbly
in Detroit and had a
bond that remained
tight until his pass-
ing. Those that knew
them have heard the
countless stories of
fun and mischief the
two of them found together. They shared a
great love of the Detroit Tigers, and even
recently, Mike and Rayleen would spend
time on the phone watching their beloved
Tigers play.

Michael attended John J. Pershing
High School in Detroit and graduated in
1956. His senior year he was voted Class
Clown, which came as no surprise to
those who knew him best. His repeated

Michael Ward

jokes and antics sometimes saw him
kicked out of class. Numerous classmates
have shared stories about how Mike was
ready to have fun at the drop of a hat, and
he would often bring the hat!

After high school, Michael joined the
Air Force in 1957. He absolutely loved
playing sports and seeing the world, all
while serving his country. Many were
the stories that were told of his time in
England and in Aviano, Italy. Each story
revolved around football, baseball, basket-
ball, and enjoying life to the fullest.

After leaving the Air Force in 1969,
Michael worked as a DJ for KHAT radio
where his love for music deepened. He
had a large collection of records and
passed the love of the Everly Brothers,
Bill Haley, and Frankie Valli on to his
daughters. He also sold real estate, a pas-
sion that would stay with him for the rest
of his life. Michael joined the Navy after
the birth of his first daughter in 1971. He
was stationed in Bremerton, WA and was
the leading journalist aboard the USS Con-
stellation and was involved in many com-
munity relations efforts in various ports
of call. After being transferred to Hawaii,
he was the Senior Journalist on the staff
of the Commander in Chief Pacific. He
had the opportunity to meet or interview
notable political figures, including Admiral
Stockdale and President Jimmy Carter.
During this time he received the Joint
Service Commendation Medal. He also
received his AA degree from Chaminade
University and became a member of the
Toastmasters while stationed at Barber’s
Point. Finally he was sent to NAS Jack-
sonville where he worked for the Public
Affairs Officer for the Navy Recruiting
District - Jacksonville. He fell in love with
northeast Florida and decided to make it
his permanent home.

After retiring from the Navy in 1985,
Michael became a real estate appraiser
working for Miller, Hollis Wilson, and Brad
Long and Associates, before finally joining
Steve Vockell and Associates as a contrac-
tor before becoming an owner. Michael
absolutely loved his work and loved going
to work every day. Although he “retired”
last month, he was seen at the office until
June 1st, and he’'d have had it no other
way. Throughout his life, Michael had

Revels

Low Prices ¢ Parts & Accessories
Ship Any Where ¢ All Makes & Models
1-800-473-8357
206 W. Madison St., Starke, FL

Nationwide _
RV Accessories

* Funeral Directors
¢ Insurance Agents

* Attorneys
* Ministers

[iina Jf comortticre

‘Aaron and Burney Bivens
FUNERAL HOME

Our experienced staff includes:

* Counselors
* Military Veterans

AARON ano BURNEY BIVENS
<ssn.  FUNERAL HOME ano CREMATION SERVICES

(904) 264-1233

crmmmonsevicss 329 Kingsley Avenue, Orange Park © www.BivensFuneralHome.com

many interests and talents that brought
so much fulfillment and joy to his life. He
was an avid sports fan; there wasn’t a
sport he wouldn’t watch on TV. Those who
know him well know that golf was at the
top of his list, although one could argue
the Detroit Tigers occasionally took over
that top spot! He loved watching football,
baseball, golf, dancing, bowling, dog rac-
ing, and horse racing... just to name a
few. Throughout his life he played count-
less sports as well, and while baseball
was his first love, golfing was his last. He
excelled at every sport he tried.

Michael had the theater in his blood
and this was evidenced by his involve-
ment in both the Big Orange Barbershop
Chorus and the Orange Park Community
Theater. He loved to sing and act and
be in the spotlight. He never learned to
read music, but had a deep love for the
harmonies of barbershop music. He made
countless lifelong friends through the Big
0 and even after he left the chorus, he
never stopped singing. He also performed
numerous plays and musicals at OPCT. In
the 80's it wasn't uncommon to see him in
a lead role on stage. When he wasn't act-
ing he was directing, and when he wasn’t
directing he was producing. The theater
brought him so much happiness and he
thoroughly enjoyed sharing his gift with
so many. Michael had three daughters:
Angela Rae, Dortheanne Joy, and Jeanette
Kay. All three of his daughters remember
growing up with a Daddy who took them
bowling, who introduced them to Jerry
Lewis movies, and who demonstrated a
deep love for animals. They remember
trips to Epcot and seeing the “geodesic
dome,” summer vacations in Daytona
Beach, and road trips to St. Louis where
he tried to teach them how to harmonize.
Angela will carry on his love of language
and writing. Dortheanne carries forward
his analytical mind and love of math, and
Jeanette will continue to share his sharp
wit, sarcasm, humor, and ability to make
us all laugh until we cry.

For the last 27 years, Michael shared
his life with his wife Cindy. Michael and
Cindy met as children and even went to
prom together. They reconnected later
in life, and were married April 19, 1991.
Mike and Cindy loved to do so much to-
gether. Cindy could be found at his side in
the theater, on the golf course, attending
performances, at the dog track, traveling,

cheering on their grandchildren, and just
enjoying life together. The two of them
made countless loving memories and truly
lived to the fullest.

Michael died suddenly in his home
with his wife by his side on June 4, 2018.
He is preceded in death by his father,
Joseph Ward, mother, Dorothy Ward, step
sons; Ken & Richard Olson. He is survived
by his wife Cynthia Olson-Ward, his sister
Rayleen Fair, daughters; Angela Anderson
(Todd), Dortheanne Bone (Shawn), and
Jeanette Scott (Brian), step-sons; Bill
& Charles Olson, grandchildren; Au-
tumn Anderson, Holly Anderson, Desirae
Sanderson (Austin), Kaylin Roberts, J.
Reagan Roberts, Avarie Roberts, Anthony
Andrescavage, Michael Andrescavage,
Lea Olson, and Callen Bone, great-grand-
daughter Hailey Roberts, his wonderful
nieces; Chelly, Becky, Bonnie, and Kelly,
many grandnieces and nephews, great
grandnieces and nephews, and countless
friends and loved ones who will each miss
him dearly.

Funeral Services were held at 11 a.m.
on Monday, June 11, 2018 with visitation
one hour prior to service in Hardage-
Giddens Funeral Home of Mandarin with
John Meeks as Officiant, followed by
interment in Jacksonville National Cem-
etery, 4083 Lannie Rd, Jacksonville, FL,
32218 at 2:00 p.m.

Arrangements are under the care and
direction of Hardage Giddens Funeral
Home of Mandarin 11801 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223. www.hgmanda-
rin.com (904) 288-0025.

Zachary Dahl Ferguso

[t is with much anguish and of great
love, we bid farewell to our oldest son,
Zachary Dahl Ferguson, age 32, lost to
us during a MH episode on the afternoon
of Tues., June b, 2018. Zach attended
St. Patrick’'s(Jax), Sacred Heart(Jax),
Annunciation(Mbrg), and Middleburg
High; all caring and welcoming to our fam-
ily.

He is survived by his father, Carlton
Ferguson, 60, his mom, Cathleen, 59,
his brother Shane William, 30, and his
brother, Kevin Montgomery, 19.

His very inquisitive mind, gigantic
smile and giving heart is sorely missed
from this day forward.

SEE OBITUARIES, 8

JACKSONVILLE
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111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435
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In lieu of flowers, the family believe Zach
would appreciate monies be given to
either the Sulzbacher Center of Jackson-
ville 611 east Adams St. 32202 or The

St. Francis House of Gainesville 413 So.
Main 32601 As these are the people in
which Zach was often opening his heart to
maybe brighten.

Wernert Frederick ‘Bud’ Witte
Wernert Frederick “Bud” Witte, 97,

passed peacefully in his sleep on Satur-

day, May 26, 2018 in Orange

B Park, Florida. He graduated
/% from Tri-State Engineering

College

at Angola, Indiana
in 1941 with a B.S.
Degree in Electrical
Engineering. During
World War II, he
served three years
in the military in
B-29's as a Captain.
He received his
commission in the
Army Air Corps in
September 1943

at Yale University. He married his high
school sweetheart, Henrietta Evelyn
Mientkiewicz, that same year. In Novem-
ber 1948, he accepted God's claims on his
life and headed to Bob Jones University
where in August 1950, he received a B.A.
Degree in English Bible. He then founded
Toledo Youth for Christ and directed it for
the next 12 years. He taught a large adult
Bible study class for the next 25 years
while operating his own manufacturing
business from which he retired in 1990.
His soul mate passed that same year.

He moved to Florida in 1991. He was an
active member of Fellowship Bible Church

Wernert Witte

in Middleburg, Florida. He loved to watch
and play sports and at the age of 83 he
began his writing career. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, his wife, and
both brothers. He is survived by a son,
Larry D. Witte (Wanda); a daughter, Con-
nie M. Bryan (Jon); seven grandchildren:
Mark (Stephanie), Erica (Scott), Johanna
(Jerry), Hilary (Randy), Hannah, Jonathan
(Allie), and Rebecca (John); fifteen great-
grandchildren: Emma, Benjamin, Alexa,
Isabelle, Abigail, Noah, Jackson, Sarah,
Lara, Jack, Cooper, Libby, Wesley, Samuel
and soon-to-be-born baby girl Bryan.

A memorial service and military
honors is scheduled for June 16, 2018 at
10:30 a.m. at Fellowship Bible Church
on 2827 CR 220 Middleburg, FL 32068
with Pastor Gary Shilling officiating. In
lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to the Fellowship Bible
Church. Please sign the family’s online
guestbook al www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care
of Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501

Spring St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.

(904) 284-4000

N
el

Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

Jeffrey L Whitson

Jeffrey L Whitson, 59, passed away
on Friday afternoon, June 8, 2018 at his
home in Jacksonville, Florida. Jeff was
born July 21, 1958 in Cleveland Heights,
Ohio.

With gusto, Jeff pursued his passions
of politics, political strategy, campaign
management, government affairs, policy
initiatives, and economic development.
But his greatest accomplishment was his
love and dedication to his family. And if
you were a friend of his, you were family,

Flowers for any Occasion

SoowrSe  Averwce

FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

=717 CHEVROLET » ORANGE PARK

1166 Blanding

t0o. He encouraged
everyone to live up
to their full poten-
tial and he would
often express his
genuine concern
if he saw that you
needed a swift kick
in the butt to get
back on track. Jeff
was full of wise an-
ecdotes, witly nick-
names for his peeps and the weakest dad
jokes ... ever! He always enjoyed spending
time with his family and friends for fel-
lowship, colorful conversation or political
strategery over a “damn good” cigar. And
- he was also well-known, if
B not overzealous-bordering-
/%' obnoxious, for being a proud
supporter of The Ohio State
Buckeyes. Preceded in death
by his father, James L Whitson, Jeff is
survived by his mother Carolyn Whitson of
Grand Island Florida: brother, John Whit-
son and wife (Sharon): loving wife of 29
years, Kathy: son, Jeremiah (JJ) Whitson
and wife, Heather: Zachary Whitson and
wife, Marisa: stepdaughter Ibrey Hudgens
and husband, Ryan: daughter, Caroline
Marie Whitson-Portlock and husband,
Justin: son, Jordan Whitson, mother-in-
law, Helen Mayer, brother-in-law, George
Mayer, sister-in-law, Karla Powers, niece,
Jessica, nephew, Chad, and six grandchil-
dren.

Family will receive friends at a Cel-
ebration of Life which will be held at the
San Jose Country Club, Friday June 15,
at 7529 San Jose Boulevard in Jack-
sonville, FL 32217 between the hours
of 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. A private service
with full Military Honors will be held at
the Jacksonville National Cemetery for
family. Jeff served in the Armed Forces
of the United States Navy on the USS
Sea Devil and was honorably discharged
in July 1982. In lieu of flowers, please
support the Northeast Florida Red Cross

Jeffrey Whitson

with a donation in memory of Jeff at
www.redcross.org and click on Donate
Funds or 1-800-435-7669 or mail to the
American Red Cross at 751 Riverside
Avenue, Jacksonville, F1. 32204. You may
also support The Ohio State University
in his memory at https:/www.givet0.0su.
edu/makeagift/?amount=100&Source_
Code=DEV_AG-0-GivingFeature-ON-S

. Arrangements are under the care of
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Fu-
neral Home and Cremation Center, 2335
Sandridge Road, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. Family and friends may share
their condolences at: www.RHRFH.com
904-284-7720

RUSSELL HAVEN OF REST

Every Detail Matters

Joseph A.Jody’ Herwig lll

Joseph A. Herwig, III, “Jody” to all who
knew him died suddenly on May 17, 2018.

Jody was born in Orlando, Fla. on
December 19, 1957. He attended Buch-
holz (Gainesville) and Orange Park High
Schools. Jody was a talented pen and ink
artist with many interests: scuba diving,
ship-model building, auto racing to name
a few. Jody was a good man with a big
heart. Jody is survived by his parents
Joseph A. Herwig, Jr. (Janice) and Edee
Herwig; siblings, Mark E. Herwig and
Jennie Lyn Herwig Steeg (David); niece/
nephew Vanessa and Marco Herwig as
well as aunts/uncles and cousins. He was
a loving brother and uncle and will be
missed by many. Family and friends will
gather to celebrate his life from Noon - 4
p.m., Saturday, June 23, 2018, at his
brother Mark’s home located at 26052
Foam Flower Blvd., Wesley Chapel, FL
33544. In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Alachua Conservation
Trust — Springs Eternal Project at Alach-
uaGonservationTrust.org.

Obituaries continued on page 16
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SJR State to add advanced
manufacturing program

PALATKA — St. Johns River State Col-
lege will use a $1.38 million grant to es-
tablish an advanced manufacturing train-
ing program at the school.

As part of the Governor's Florida Job
Growth Grant program, the new degree
program will train students to be part of
the next generation of engineering tech-
nicians. The new programs will include
an Associate in Science program as well
as college credit certificate programs in
mechatronics and robotics as well as non-
degree training for production technicians.

According to the Florida Chamber
Foundation “By The Numbers™ report,
“Manufacturing continues to be a leader in
helping Florida diversify its economy and
create new jobs. Florida’s manufacturing
has grown 3.4 percent over the last year.
And in the last four years, Florida’s manu-
facturing has continued to grow at a rate
more than three times higher than the na-
tion overall.”

SJR State President Joe Pickens said
he is grateful for the role the college gets
to play in preparing students for new jobs
in this field.

The Associate in Science in Engineer-
ing Technology will prepare students for
employment in advanced manufacturing
as process and production technicians, in-
dustrial machinery mechanics, quality as-
surance technicians, programmable logic
control technicians and operators, and
industrial engineering technicians. The
core classes of the engineering technology
program align with the national Manufac-
turing Skill Standards Council Production
Technician Certification.

The mechatronics certificate program
is part of the Engineering Technology de-
gree program and the Advanced Manufac-

ET MAN
FLOORING
1988 Wells Road
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-272-8430

Next to Toys-R-Us

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm | Sun 12-4 pm
www.CarpetMan.biz

(904) 299-5300

2085 5. AlA Suite #203
5t FL 32080

(904)-299-7373

turing specialization designed to prepare
students for positions in industrial engi-
neering, maintenance and technology.

The mechatronics certificate program,
part of the Engineering Technology degree
program and the Advanced Manufactur-
ing specialization, is designed to prepare
students for employment in the areas
of industrial engineering, maintenance
and technology or provides supplemental
training for persons previously or cur-
rently employed in these occupations. The
content includes instruction in advanced
manufacturing equipment maintenance
techniques, operation of various indus-
trial components, tools and instrumenta-
tion, quality and control testing, material
handling protocols, robotics applications,
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hydraulics and pneumatics. Upon comple-
tion of this program, the student will be
able to install, maintain and troubleshoot
automated environments, general robot
systems and simulators. Core classes and
non-degree boot camps will begin this fall
and will be taught on SJR State’'s Palatka
campus. Expansion of course and program
offerings is planned for the Clay County
campus in 2019. For more information,
contact TechEd@sjrstate.edu or call 386-
312-4259.

Grogan named events
manager at Chamber
FLEMING ISLAND - The Clay County
Chamber of Commerce has hired Annie
Grogan as its new events manager.
Grogan will manage venues, Sponsors,
attendee experience and speaker pre-
sentations for the Chamber's Signature
events, including the annual spectacu-

J’ ""'

- %

lar, military luncheon, business & health
expo, Tallahassee trip, poker tournament,
teacher appreciation, Christmas luncheon,
oolf tournament, all
council & community
events, state of the
county, legislative
delegation luncheon,
and business after
hours events. Prior
t0 joining the Cham-
ber, Annie served
as the Clay County
consultant for the
Florida Small Busi-
ness Development
Center at the University of North Florida.
She brings with her more than 20 years’
experience working with various Fortune
500 companies, helping to grow commu-
nity businesses and employment. She is a

SEE BRIEFS, 10

Annie Grogan

Thursday, June 28th
12pm - 1pm
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2016 graduate of Leadership Jacksonville
and, in 2015, was honored with the NFL
& Jacksonville Jaguars Hispanic Heritage
Leadership Award. She has an undergrad-
uate degree in secondary education, from
the University of Puerto Rico. She is also
an Army veteran who served 10 years as a
commissioned officer under the U.S. Army
Quartermaster Corp.

Hospital to launch
$2.9 million expansion

ORANGE PARK - Orange Park Medical
Center will spend $2.9 million to add 2,100
square foot to its Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit.

The expansion will add five new NICU
beds to the already existing unit. The new
beds are designed and equipped to address
either level II or level III subspecialty new-
born care, with ability to care for babies
born at less than 32 weeks gestation and
1,000 grams as well as babies born with
critical illness, at all gestational ages.

With the new expansion, Orange Park
Medical Center’s NICU will more than dou-
ble the beds available for newborn babies.
The hospital, which delivers over 2,000 ba-
bies each year treats around 500 of those
babies in their NICU.

“There is a great need for more criti-
cal care neonatal beds in our community,”
said Kathy Hester, Orange Park Medical
Center's Chief Nursing Officer. “As prema-
turity and neonatal abstinence syndrome
rates continues to rise we are taking action
to make sure we are prepared to help care
for those in need.”

Neonatal abstinence syndrome is de-
fined as a group of problems that occur in
a newborn who was exposed to addictive
opiate drugs while in the mother’s womb.

Included in the hospital's upcoming up-
grades will be new technology that allows
a bedside camera to shares live-streaming
video through a secure and closed system.
This new feature will provide 24/7 access
to families allowing them to see their new
baby when they are unable to be at the
hospital. TMPartners is the architect and
Commercial Construction Services is the
contractor on the expansion project. Gon-
struction will begin this summer and is ex-
pected to be complete in early 2019.

Penney Memorial Church
welcomes youth choir

PENNEY FARMS - Penney Memorial
Church will hold a special service on June
24, at 10:30 a.m. to welcome the 60-mem-
ber Youth Choir from the Damascus United
Methodist Church in Damascus, Maryland,
to sing in the historic French-Norman
sanctuary, dating from 1926.

The service has been specially struc-
tured to include several numbers by this
talented group. This appearance will mark
the end of the choir's Florida tour, before
returning home for the summer.

Penney Memorial Church is located at
4465 Poling Blvd. in the Town of Penney
Farms. Interested members of the public
are invited to attend this special service.
For more information, call the church of-
fice at (904) 284-4574 or Cathie Parrott at
(904) 529-1496.

LifeSouth in emergency need
for blood donors

JACKSONVILLE - The recent storms
and inclement weather have negatively af-
fected the community’s blood supply, and
LifeSouth is asking blood donors to help.

The Metro Jacksonville area is current-
ly in emergency need for all blood types at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Orange Park
Medical Center, Memorial Hospital and all
Baptist Medical Centers.

All blood types are needed, and donors
are asked to donate now to ensure local
hospitals have the blood necessary to help
patients suffering from traumas, cancers
and chronic illnesses. “We need donors to
come in every day, and when we experi-
ence a slowdown due to weather, we ask
our community to rally and donate blood to
help maintain the local blood supply,” said
Ed Keith, district director for LifeSouth.

First time donors are welcomed to try
blood donation and LifeSouth asks regular
donors to come to a blood drive or blood
donor center and bring a friend.

All donors receive a thank you gift, and
a mini-physical, including blood pressure,
temperature, iron level and cholesterol
screen. Donors must be at least 17 or 16
with parental permission, weigh a mini-
mum of 110 pounds and be in good health.
A photo 1D is needed. LifeSouth now has
a donor center open at Baptist Medical
Center at 800 Prudential Dr. where donors
can give during regular hours. LifeSouth’s
bloodmobiles will also be out at many lo-
cations in coming days. For additional in-
formation, call LifeSouth toll-free at 888-
795-2707.

Melrose woman claims top
Lottery prize

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Lot-
tery announced that Katherleen Duggan,
of Melrose, claimed a top prize in the
$2.500 A WEEK FOR LIFE Scratch-Off
game at Florida Lottery Headquarters in
Tallahassee. She chose to receive her win-
nings as a one-time, lump-sum payment
of $2,040,000.00. Duggan purchased her
winning ticket from Hitchcock's, at 7380
State Rd. 100 in Keystone Heights. The
retailer will receive a $4,000 bonus com-
mission for selling the winning Scratch-Off
ticket.

Sen, Bradley and Co. to embark on Disney cruise fundraiser

By A.G. Gancarski
FloridaPolitics.com

FLEMING ISLAND — Republican state Sen.
Rob Bradley is doing his part to stem the
impending “blue wave” in Florida politics,
via a fundraiser on the open waters.

Specifically, a July 20-23 Disney
Cruise, booked in May via the Fleming
Island Republican’s Working for Florida
Families political committee.

Those dates indicate the cruise will be
aboard the Disney Dream, christened by
Jennifer Hudson in 2011. The itinerary
shows the vessel plans to anchor in Nas-
sau on the second day of the journey, fol-

lowed by a stop at Disney’s private island
Castaway Cay on Day 3.

The second night of the three-night fun-
draiser will give attendees the opportunity
to “party like a pirate” — not the scary kind,
of course.

Per Disney's description, the celebra-
tion of all things swashbuckler encour-
ages guests to dress up like a buccaneer
and “eat like a scalawag” — options include
“Jolly Rogers Barbecue Rib Salad” and “Pi-
rates Gold-en Pot Stickers™ — before hitting
the deck with their mateys for a Pirates of
the Caribbean-themed party and fireworks
show.

Smokeless Tobacco is not Harmless Tobacco!

Tobacco Free
Partnership
gf{Clay]

)
i - Cancer of the mouth
(lip, tongue, and cheek)
and throat cancer
occur most often
at the spot in the mouth
where the tobacco is held.

Surgical removal of cancer
is often needed, and parts of
the face, tongue, cheek, or lip

must often be removed too.

POISON

s In Every Package.

904-237-4691
Gy Www.TFP-Clay.org

The booking, including event venue,
lodging, food, and beverage, came in at
$65,260. The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman told us Thursday that
the expenditure covered “costs associated
with an upcoming fundraiser” for the com-
mittee, with “all proceeds [going] toward
2018 Senate races.”

This will be a group sail, not a charter,
Bradley added.

There is recent precedent for a Disney
cruise fundraiser.

According to reporter in the Miami
Herald, former House Speaker Steve Cri-
safulli organized a similar event in 2013.

The buy-in then was a $50,000 contribu-
tion to the Republican Party of Florida.

Disney and subsidiaries have donated
over $45,000 to Bradley’s commitlee since
its inception, illustrating a shared political
vision. Contributions to Bradley's commit-
tee swelled after he was named the Sen-
ate budget chair in November. Working
for Florida’s Families pulled in back-to-
back-to-back six-figure hauls heading into
the 2018 Legislative Session, and since
Bradley’s District 5 seat isn’t up this cycle,
much of that cash is indeed likely to go to-
ward boosting the re-election campaigns of
his fellow Republican Senators.

TIRED OF BUYING INFERIOR
VACUUMS AT BIG BOX RETAILERS?

THEN GO TO TSVACUUM CLINIC

* FREE Service on Vacuums
e FREE Extended Warranty

" VOTED BEST

VACUUM STORE
IN CLAY COUNTY |

WE FIXAND 3
REPAIRALL :
MAKES

e 90 Day Low Price Guarantee*

e Trade In Your Old Vacuum
For One YOU WILL LOVE!*

920 Blanding Blvd.

Across from Walmart

278-8300

*See Salesperson for details
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Free Summer Meals are back

Orange Park Junior High and Montclair
Elementary are the program’s newest editions

By Kenneth Detwyler Jr.
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK — Many students across
Clay County are finding themselves back
in school this summer, taking advantage
of the school district’s free summer meals
program.

The long-running service allows chil-
dren, 18 and under, to receive free hot
meals at select schools. Adults accompa-
nying the children can partake in a meal
for just $2. Food is available Monday
through Friday with breakfast from 8-9
a.m. and lunch from Noon-1 p.m.

“Hunger doesn’t stop when the school
year ends, so it’s important that we contin-
ue to serve meals to our community,” said
Susan Glover, director of Food and Nutri-

tion Services for the Clay County School
District.

One of those meal locations is at Orange
Park Junior High where the cafeteria has
been packed each day with children from
the Bright Minds Camp and those walk-
ing from the surrounding neighborhoods.
OPJH and Montclair Elementary are the
newest free lunch sites in the county. To
qualify, schools must have at least 50 per-
cent of its student population receive free
or reduced lunch and be in a geographic
area of need.

This summer marks the end of the pro-
gram at Middleburg Elementary due to low
turnout from previous years. However,
families in the Middleburg and Clay Hill

SEE MEALS, 14
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FREE SAMPLES

1871 Wells Road, Suite 100 « Orange Park, FL
904-375-2573
& Like us on Facebook for Specials www.facebook.com/cbdofjax/

« 100% Organic

« 100% Water Soluble L
¢ Gluten Free/Non GMO

« Pain/Anxiety

PHOTO BY KENNETH DETWYLER JR.
Second from left, Toray Fordham, 8, and his sister Leona Fordham, 5, to his left, enjoy a recent
lunch at the Orange Park Junior High cafeteria as part of the Summer Meal Program available
in certain Clay County schools this summer.

THANK YOU CLAY COUNTY

After a short retirement, I've decided to return to my
love in the automobile industry. Please let me help you
find a great new or used vehicle at Burkins Chevrolet!
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in Clay County Since 1997
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AQUATICS CAMP

Aquatics Camp is a nationally accredited day camp program
open to Boys and Girls ages 6-14
Discounts for multiple weeks, multiple siblings, or if you register by May 15, 2018

- Enjoy the fun of one or all seven weeks of camp
- Early drop off and late pick up available
- Busing from Beach Bivd & Mandarin EVERY Week

- Science
- Robotics
- Campout
- Fishing

- Sailing

- Swimming
- Tubing

- Handicrafts

- Archery

- Pottery

- GaGa Ball
- Cooking

- Wakeboarding

- Kayaking

- Paddle Boarding
- Over 40 Activities!

Location: St. John’s River Base at Echockotee
2513 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, FL

(904) 269-2091 aquatics.camp@scouting.org
Register online today at www.aquaticscamp.org

REAL. LOCAL.
SAVINGS.

(904) 264-1223

1600 Park Avenue
geico.com/jacksonville-south

GEICO.

Northeast Florida
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high percentage of the people we actually
search that actually have dope in their
car.”

According to the Sheriff’s Office, they
are finding the drugs through more en-
hanced investigations at routine traffic
stops. Patrol vehicles are stopping cars for
moving violations, but will ask the driver
first if they have anything illegal in their
car, and then they will ask for permission
to search the car. If permission is denied,
the sheriff reminded the audience that they
can legally say no to a search, and they will
bring a police dog to do a quick sniff-sweep
of the exterior of the vehicle. According
to the sheriff, and the law, the entire stop
should take no longer than the 30 minutes
allowed for a typical traffic stop.

“If you ain’t doing nothing wrong, you
ain’t got no problems,” Chief Kenny Stivers
said. “The dogs are trained to hit on dope
scent — if you don’t have dope in your car,
but the guy who rode with you to Winn-
Dixie was smoking dope, the dog is going
to hit on your car. So understand, OK, take
some responsibility. If you've got a pothead
friend, don't let him ride in your car.”

The sheriff then went on to talk about
the amount of police work that is done on
a daily basis that the department does
not publicize, including the recent seizure
of four kilograms of uncut fentanyl and
$55.,000 cash, and the same person being
caught with a trafficking amount of heroin
on Fleming Island, according to the sheriff.

“There’s a lot of things that go on that
you have no idea about what's happening.
There's men and women who work in an
undercover capacity that put their lives in
serious danger to keep you safe and you'll
never ever hear about them,” he said.
“You'll never hear about the fruits of their
labor because we don’t publicize every-
thing.”

The drugs the sheriff discussed Monday
were recovered as part of an active in-
vestigation alongside the State Attorney’s
office, according to Public Information Of-
ficer Chris Padgett, and no arrests have
been made as the narcotics unit is still
gathering evidence to ensure all parties
involved are caught.

“Narcotics is a different realm because

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels shakes hands with Gary Newman Monday evening at the
Middleburg Civic Association building during the sheriff’s town hall meeting with the public.

they work [with undercover officers and
confidential informants] on these Lypes
of cases,” Padgett said. “Documentation
doesn’t always get submitted because it is
very active intel.”

As the drug arrests conversation died
down, the sheriff was asked about what
was going to happen regarding School Re-
source Officers in Clay County Schools.
The sheriff took a firm position early on
that he was not happy with the plan set in
motion by the Clay County School District,
and that going forward he expects deputies
serving as school resource officers in each
school.

“I'll say this, that is not the ideal sce-
nario for Clay County — my opinion — but
the school board has elected to fund school

resource officers being in the high schools
and junior high schools and then they
would like for guardians to be in the el-
ementary schools,” Daniels said. “It came
down to money, not Sheriff’s Office money,
school board money. The law says that the
school board owns the SRO program.”

Daniels said that the guardian program
wasn't something he had to agree to. De-
spite his distaste for the idea, though, he
said he would support it temporarily.

“I don’'t have o participate in the
guardian program, I can say, ‘Were not
gonna do a guardian program in Clay Coun-
ty,” now that puts it back on school board
to fund up school resource officers for all
the schools,” he said. “Where are they go-
ing to get the money from in short fashion?
They're not, so this is the prudent thing to
do.”

Daniels said at one point that maybe
someone from the school board, or that
Superintendent Addison Davis should have
been invited so that they could have an-
swered questions specifically related to
their budget and decisions regarding the
issue. Though not present Monday evening,
Davis responded to some of the questions
asked from the school’s perspective.

“As Superintendent of Schools, I agree
that funding should be placed on visibility
and accessibility of law enforcement,” Da-
vis said. “In our school district it was an
underfunded mandate. With that said, it's
very clear that, to have school resource
officers in every school would be $5.6 mil-
lion, which we do not have.”

SEE SHERIFF, 12
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promoted to lieutenant colonel.

Brian spent several years as a con-
tract pilot with the Department of Defense
where he flew intelligence reconnaissance
missions for Special Operations Command
in Africa and Southern Italy.

After relocating from San Diego to Jack-
sonville with his wife and three children,
Brian's goal of working with his father be-
came real. Brian had earned a master of

business administration while on active
duty and said that he wanted to put that
degree to use rather than become a com-
mercial pilot.

“The lifestyle of a commercial pilot
didn’t really work for me,” said Brian.

After a few years of searching, Brian
and Eric decided to open a Pet Supplies
Plus store together. Theyre 50-50 part-
ners in the business. Brian lives in Jack-
sonville and fills the owner and operator
role while Eric still lives in Ohio and over-
sees a lot of the behind-the-scenes aspects

Scenic
Scenicis a beautiful 2 and 2 year old Siamese cat. He is a male
neutered cat. He is grey with blue eyes. He has a sassiness to him,
but loves people. You will enjoy having Scenic as your pet. Come
and see him today!

PET ADOPTIONS

Rosco
Rosco is a precious 2 year and 11 monthy old male brown Pitbull mix. He s full
» of love. He is a loving dog and plays well with other dogs, but he needs special
v ‘ attention. Rosco always has to have a job to do. If he were to have another dog to
play with, he might fare well. We are hoping that someone who has home-based
& \ | work, with a large yard will take the time to teach Rosco how to divert his attention
LE | from chewing to playing. If you are ready for a challenge and a real rescuer come
% \ and foster Rosco today and give him a chance!

Safe Animal Sﬁelfe“r'
2913 County Road 220 Middleburg | 904-276-7233
Wednesday-Sunday 12pm-5pm | www.safeanimalshelter.com

B i

of the business.

“We're big pet lovers and animal lovers
and we loved the business model that they
had,” said Brian.

The first location the Rolf’s opened was
in Atlantic Beach in the summer of 2016.
After two years of success with that loca-
tion, they expanded and opened the store
in Orange Park.

One of the first things you notice upon
walking into the store is how organized ev-
erything is. Not a single bag of food or toy
is out of place.

“I inspect everything like a Marine
Corps Officer,” said Brian. “I want to make
sure everything is as clean and organized
as possible and I think our customers re-
ally appreciate that.”

Another standout feature of the store
is their self-service pet cleaning station.
For $10 per half-hour customers can bring
their pets in and give them a bath right in
the store. Everything they need is provided
from soaps to towels and the store cleans
up afterwards.

There is also a groomer on site who
provides a variety of services. Orange
Park groomer Brian Robinson has already
gathered himself a repeat customer base,
according to Brian Rolf.

The Rolf's have partnered with mul-
tiple local rescue organizations including
Safe Animal Shelter, Clay Humane and
The London Sanctuary. All three organi-

zations participated in the grand opening
and customers were able to vote for their
favorite organization. The winning organi-
zation received a $1,000 gift card from the
store while the other two received $250
gift cards.

They also plan to hold adoption events
al the store on weekends, according to
Brian.

The store isn't just for the pet owners
as animals are welcome t0o0.

“As long as theyre on a leash, we've
had everything in here from dogs, cats,
puppies, kittens, snakes, a couple weeks
ago at the Atlantic Beach location we had a
goat come in on a leash,” said Brian. “We'll
get rabbits and other small animals in har-
nesses, big birds on people’s shoulders,
you name it and it’s come in.”

When asked about any future expansion
plans, Brian said that they'd like to expand
eventually but it depends on the real es-
tate and the areas that they feel need the
concept.

“This isn’t a concept that you move into
a St. Johns Town Center or somewhere
like that,” said Brian. “This is one that
you move into an area with an established
neighborhood. Even on Blanding Boulevard
we're surrounded by neighborhoods.”

That thought plays into why the Rolf’s
like the Pet Supplies Plus model in the first
place. They saw it as being very neighbor-
hood-oriented and people-friendly.
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Dr. William P. Register
First Assembly Fleming Island

The silver poodle

hen Lisa, my now adult daugh-
ter, was aboutl 7 or 8 years old,
she decided she wanted a silver

poodle. Her mother and I were against it.
But she continued to ask for the little dog.
Over and over she begged for the pet she
so desperately wanted.

One day she brought home a story she
had written as an assignment in school.
She titled it “The Silver Poodle.” It was
about a little girl who wanted a silver poo-
dle more than anything in the world. But
her parents would not get her one.

It was a sad story. And it touched our
hearts. So, with a new understanding, my
wife and I discussed getting her what she
wanted most. The following Saturday, we
went out and bought her a beautiful silver
poodle. She named him Pierre. We soon
learned that Pierre was a mean dog. He
hated children. He was constantly growl-
ing, barking and snapping at everyone in
the family except me. By default, I soon
became responsible for his care. One day
he bit my hand and that was the end of
Pierre’s welcome in our family.

At various times as they grew up, my
children had pets. Mostly they had dogs.
They had big ones and little ones. All the
pets are remembered. We still talk fondly
about them and how our hearts were bro-
ken when we lost them. We remember
Pierre differently.

A lot of things in life do not turn out the
way we expect. And sometimes the thing
you want the most may not be the best
thing for you.

You may have a “silver poodle” today.
You finally got something you wanted more
than anything. You were willing to do any-
thing to have it. You believed it would make
you happy. Now you have it and you realize
it would have been better if you had never
received what you wanted most!

Live to have what God desires for you.
He has a good plan for you. Come to the
place in your life that you want what God
wants for you. You will then be in joyful
contentment.

www.firstagec.org Write the Pastor at
PastorBill@firstagec.org

Text 313131 1o
904-479-1555

To Receive

4 (904) 4791550 |nspirati0na|
| Vo Messages From
Gt | Pastor
.. |& Bill Register
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Orange Park High in an effort to raise
literacy achievement across grade lev-
els, and was named Clay County's As-
sistant Principal of the Year for 2018.
Whether he is mentoring new
teachers, transforming the practice of
veteran teachers or simply providing
ideas in curriculum and instruction,
he works endlessly to ensure that each
student achieves their full potential.
Through the facilitation of professional
development, classroom observations,
and the provision of teacher feedback,

Faulkner strives to impact instruction, so
it is rooted in academic rigor that leads to
a successful future for all students.

Jennifer Roach is the new supervisor
of Instructional Personnel. Roach has
been with Clay County District Schools
for 15 years, serving as a teacher at Clay
Hill Elementary and Swimming Pen Creek
Elementary, Reading Coach at Bannerman
Learning Center, assistant principal of
RideOut Elementary, vice principal at
Lakeside Junior High, coordinator of
Information Services and, most recently,
principal of Plantation Oaks Elementary.

Chastity Lee, once board approved on
June 28, will replace Roach as principal of
Plantation Oaks Elementary.

Lee joined Clay County in the 4th grade
as a student at Doctors Inlet Elementary,
graduated from Middleburg High in 1992
and went on to pursue an undergraduate
degree in elementary education at the Uni-
versity of North Florida.

Lee has 16 years of teaching experience
in Clay County and in 2011, she graduated
from the University of North Florida with a
master's degree in educational leadership.

Lee has served as an assistant princi-
pal at Shadowlawn Elementary for the last
three years and has recently completed
the Clay County School District’s Emerging
Leaders Program.

Youth
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person. At Moosehaven, he was given
school supplies, food, a place to sleep,
live and call his, constant guidance and
a job.

While all of these amenities served
to keep Raggins focused on the goal, and
certainly allowed him to do so, it was his
life coach that allowed Raggins to grow
into the young man he is today.

“My life coach would come and just
talk to me, and we'd talk for hours and
hours,” Raggins said. “I just needed
someone o talk to, someone to give me
guidance and advice, someone 10 be
there for me and even though we only
met once a week, she was that person
for me.”

After graduating, Raggins moved back
home and is now waiting for the call of
duty, which he’s hoping comes next
month.

“I'm joining the Army and I'm hoping
10 go in July,” Raggins said.

For Raggins, the Army is the route he
thinks best suits him and his goals in life.

“I want to be financially secure, con-
tinue my education which they'll pay for,
get insurance and everything else,” Rag-
gins said. “I think it’s the right step for
me and I can’t wait to get started.”

None of this — a high school diploma,
a job, a new outlook on life and the Army
—would have been possible without Clay
Youth Connection. According to Raggins,
the program showed him just how suc-
cessful someone can be, and how benefi-
cial it is, to have stability in your life.

At an event held at First Baptist of
Orange Park to celebrate Raggins and

Carter’s accomplishment, Raggins, in
front of his many mentors and sponsors,
said he's beyond happy to be in the posi-
tion he’s in right now.

“All of this is because of you, and the
best is yet to come,” Raggins said.

While Raggins struggled to focus on
education before Clay Youth Connection,
Carter struggled to find a supportive
backbone from her loved ones, affecting
not only her education, but every other
aspect of her life as well.

Before joining the Clay Youth Con-
nection and graduating from Ridgeview
High, Carter's family life could best be
summed up as abusive.

“Before all of this, I lived with a very
abusive family, my family,” Carter said,
during celebration for her and Raggins. “I
was very shy. [ couldn’t even look people
in the eye.”

Today, Carter is still a tad shy, but her
gaze is claer when you're talking to her.
She’s now smiling and confident, not only
in her abilities, but who she is.

“I'm a different person now,” Carter
said. “When I first got to Moosehaven, [
immediately lost it.”

“I couldn’'t stop crying because ev-
eryone was so nice to me,” Carter said,
fighting back tears. “I wasn't used to
that. I was used to being surrounded by
mean people.”

Once she was free of abuse, and safe
in the hands of Moosehaven and Clay
Youth Connection, Carter said she broke
from her shell.

“Everything changed,” Carter said.
“School, work, my friends, my life — all of
it. All of it changed.”

Now that she's a high school gradu-
ate, something Carter admits seemed

Still relevant
and trusted
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far-fetched before Clay Youth Connection,
she’s heading to Virginia Beach to be a
nanny for the summer to save money for
another thing she never thought possible
— college.

When Carter returns from Virginia
Beach, she’s going to pursue her passion
for art as a graphic arts major at St. Johns
River State College.

“I've been doing art since I've been able
to hold a pencil in my hand, maybe even
before that,” Carter said with a chuckle.

While attending college, Carter plans to
move back in with her family, but this time,
she believes things will be better. In fact,
according to her, things are already better.

“We're working on it and things are
definitely getting better,” Carter said. “The
main problem was removed So now we're
just working through the emotional state of
our relationship.”

“I think everything will be OK,” Carter
said.

Thomas said she is happier than she
ever thought possible to see the program
work the way every stakeholder imaged.

“I consider this one of the greatest
blessings of being an elected official,”
Thomas said. “To be a small part in these
children’s live is a huge moment for me and
I'm ready for the next round of [Clay Youth
Connection].”

Next school year, Clay Youth Connec-
tion will still be the same as it was. This
time, though, those involved have learned
what works, what doesn’t and what can be
improved on. They're also planning to re-
ceive help, either via a partnership or sim-
ply as a support, from Touchstone, a youth
crisis center functioning in Duval County.

“What we did this year was spectacu-
lar, and I'm so excited to have Touchstone
join in on this,” Thomas said. “I can’t wait
to see how Clay Youth Connection grows
from here.”

E}Iay Electric Cooperative, Ijn)c.

Competitive rates, not-for—proﬁtT

right here in your community.
Keystone ¢ (352) 473-4917

Orange Park ¢ (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com
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outside security forces. These options can
be used in any combination as well. For the
past four months, the Clay County School
District and Board have worked to comply
with the new act via multiple meetings and
negotiations among elected officials.

The first agreement signed will come
with a cost of $245, 878 from the district’s
general fund, but during the meeting, Su-
perintendent Addison Davis said that there
is a chance the BCC covers this cost.

“Mrs. Kopelousos did call me today and
she said that the BCG potentially would be
willing — she’d have to have a conversation
with them — to cover the $245,000 if the
school district was willing to have a three-
year agreement resolution to use our gym-
nasiums in order to allow, whether it be
PAL, or YMCA, to continue to engage with
our school system and use, after hours,
our gyms, in order to give places for kids
1o participate in the evening,” Davis said.

While nothing is official, if the BCC
were to follow through with this, Davis
said the board would need to make an of-
ficial motion to approve such a plan and

ensure that it is financially sound, as the
board would still be responsible for provid-
ing supervisors to these areas after hours
and paying for things like heating and air
conditioning.

The second agreement signed during
the meeting was essentially a continuation
of the first agreement. This second one
would see SROs maintain their occupation
in the schools listed above from October
1, 2018, to September 30, 2019. Doing so
will cost the school board $1,923,669, and
will come from the general fund. Both of
these agreements not only place an SRO
in the 12 listed schools, but also provide
one lieutenant, two sergeants, one inves-
tigator, two relief SROs and one training
deputy for additional services related to
the SROs.

Despite these 12 schools receiving the
boosted security, there are still a num-
ber of Clay County schools not covered in
those two agreements. That's because the
school board signed two more agreements
that utilize the Green Cove Police Depart-
ment and Orange Park Police Department
in place of CCSO. To that end, the school
board signed an agreement with the Town
of Orange and its police department to
use their already existing DARE officers

as SROs. These officers will continue to
provide DARE educational assistance but
now, they'll be acting as the SROs for their
respective schools as well. These schools
include Grove Park Elementary, Orange
Park Elementary and Orange Park Junior
High. In total, this agreement will cost the
school board $210,801 and last from July
1 to June 30, 2019.

The fourth and final agreement is vir-
tually the same as the third, and is a col-
laboration between the school board, the
City of Green Cove Springs and its police
department. This agreement also lasts
from July 1 to June 30, 2019, but it costs
less with a total of $143, 534. It places an
SRO in Charles E. Bennett Elementary and
Green Gove Springs Junior High.

Board members virtually had no dis-
cussion on the agreements, while Davis
explained that the BCC might potentially
cover the cost of the first agreement. Be-
cause each of these four agreements were
metl with a motion that passed 5-0, it would
seem that the school board is in complete
and total agreement.

How they're going to afford the new
security plan is a question met with some
dissension amongst the school board mem-
bers.

When it was time to vote, the board vot-
ed 3-2 1o approve a ballot measure asking
voters 1o approve a one-mill tax to fund the
new security program, with the balance
being used for operating expenses. Board
members Mary Bolla, Janice Kerekes and
Carol Studdard voted yes, while Betsy GCon-
don and Ashley Gilhousen voted no.

“Shall an additional one (1) mill of
School District ad valorem millage tax, be-
ginning July 1, 2019, and ending June 30,
2023, be approved Lo enhance the safety
and security of students and staff, and pro-
vide for necessary operating expenses of
the School District?” the ballot question
reads. According to Condon, her constitu-
ents claim the ballot measure is t0o vague.
She also stated that she feels the board
has not yet scrubbed the budget enough in
an effort to free up additional funds.

“I don't feel confident that we have
scrubbed every single line item of our bud-
get to look for additional ways that we can
find funds differently, and think different-
ly,” Condon said.

These sentiments were echoed by Gil-
housen, who also voted no. Despite Gild-
housen and Condon's votes, this ballot
question will be seen by voters who make
their way to the polls come August.

from page 11

communities are in close proximity to the
Wilkinson Junior High location.

“Everybody likes a free meal, it’s not
that McDonald’s food or that unhealthy
stuff, It's good, healthy food, the same
stuff we feed them at lunch,” said Patricia
Walsh, OPJH cafeteria manager. “They get
up out of bed and come up here to get their
breakfast and lunch, because mama was at
work and they need something to eat be-
sides cereal or that sugary stuff.”

Since the program's launch, kids have
been very receptive. Leona Fordham, 5,
enjoyed the food so much, that she was un-
able to pick just one favorite meal. While
her brother Toray, 8, was mostly excited (o
eal some ice cream. They were among the
students who recently packed the OPJH
cafeteria to receive a free hot meal.

“This is our third year doing it, it helps

out a lot with summer food costs, since we
are low income” said Shelley Clessas, the
Fordham siblings™ babysitter. The fact that
Clay County can do this and support this is
great, because there are a lot of kids that
g0 hungry, it's near and dear to my heart.”

Additionally, the district is currently
testing a food truck for use in the Clay
County schools. By next summer, the truck
will help further expand the free summer
food service, replacing the Mobile Bus
which operated in previous years. The dis-
trict food truck is tentatively scheduled to
hit the streets beginning Aug. 20.

The Summer Meal Program runs now
through Aug. 2, during that time the dis-
trict remains committed to making sure its
children won’t have to worry about going
hungry this summer.

“Order, order, order; that is my pet
peeve, I want the last child to have the
same thing as the first child,” said Glover.
“As far as running out food, it should not
happen.”

PHOTO BY KENNETH DETWYLER JR.

Families find the Summer Meal Program convenient for children who may not have access to

hot meals during the summer break.
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Juveniles arrested for string of
vehicle break-ins

GREEN COVE SPRINGS - Two juve-
niles face charges of burglary following an
investigation by the Clay County Sheriff’s
Office.

On June 12, CCSO received multiple
calls about several vehicles being burglar-
ized in the Chief Ridaught subdivision on
County Road 220. While officers were on
scene investigating this incident, an ad-
ditional officer who was responding to a
separate incident involving two juveniles,
determined through his investigation, the
two juveniles were involved in the vehicles
being burglarized.

“We would like to emphasize these ve-
hicles were unlocked. As a reminder, lock
your vehicles and do not become a crime of
opportunity,” states Sgt. Keith Smith, pub-
lic information officer in a press release.

In a previous media alert regarding the
break-in investigation, CGSO officials said
29 firearms have been stolen this year in
multiple burglary cases the department is
investigating.

Mother leaves toddler in car for
hours

GREEN COVE SPRINGS — A St. Augus-
tine woman who went on a drinking binge
at a Clay County bar faces child neglect

charges after leaving her toddler child in
her car unattended while she imbibed.

The Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office
booked  Stephanie
Lynn Ward, 35, a
resident of Hard-
wood Trail in St
Augustine, in the
Clay County Jail on
June 7 after she
was arrested in St.
Johns County and |
transported to Clay
County.

According to the police report, Ward
had been seen drinking at Saloon 17 just
north of Green Cove Springs on U.S. High-
way 17 where a bartender claimed to have
served the woman drinks from about 4:30

Stephanie Ward

(

Find this week’s Arrests & Bookings online at
claytodayonline.com

p.m. until 9 that evening. When Ward went
to leave she was heavily intoxicated, ac-
cording to the report, and came back into
the bar to get help jump starting her car.

Upon helping Ward, the bartender and
others inside the bar saw a child in the
backseat of the vehicle sitting in a child's
car seat. Witnesses said the child was
sweating and crying. The bartender went
inside to call 911 but Ward had left by the
time she had placed the call. She was later
arrested in the Nocatee community in St.
Johns County.

Ward faces a felony for child neglect
and was released from Clay County Jail on
$25,000 bond.

Sowing seeds of learning

MANGO, Fla. — Members of the Clay Coun-
ty Leaftastic 4-H Horticulture Club cap-
tured second place in a statewide judging
competition held here last weekend.
Christopher Mize, 11, of Orange Park,
Makayla Rathjen, 11, of Keystone Heights,
and Taylor Thigpen, 11, of Green Cove
Springs, were there silently peering over
a room filled with plants, cuttings, pro-
duce and flowers on June 9. There, they
went up against the expertise and train-
ing of 4H youth from all around the state
whose skills were put to the test. Time
spent working to learn about plants with
their club, in their own gardens, and using
Florida 4H and Master Gardener resourc-

€s was now put to the test. As the minutes
ticked by, the only sound in the room was
pencils scratching as they worked to iden-
tify the 100 plant samples and judge eight
different offerings of vegetables, fruits
and horticultural plants.

Along with learning and competition
opportunities like these, 4H also teaches
youth sound leadership and organiza-
tional skills. They complete record books
throughout the school year that document
what they've learned about specific top-
ics they choose for the year, and dem-
onstrate their knowledge through public
speaking. They stand up in the community
as civic-minded individuals who perform
community service. They present publicly
to adult groups, fundraise to meet their

Second from left, Clay County Leaftastic 4-H Horticulture Club members Makayla Rathjen,
Christopher Mize and Taylor Thigpen with Wendy Wilbur, State Master Gardener coordina-
tor, far left.

goals, plan activities, and run their meet-
ings with elected officers. They mentor

and share their learning both directly and
indirectly.

the power to request such things from the
Supervisor of Elections.

“The Board of County Commissioners
is the only one within the county that can
then request the Supervisor of Elections to
open the books,” Grimm said. “The school
board can’t do that without going to you.”

Rollins continued his criticism of the
obligation to vote in favor of the resolution
as he called for the vote and the other four
members gave their verbal approval, with
the chair waiting until all four yes votes
came in to make a statement and vote no.

“The legislature needs to fix that be-
cause that's crazy. It takes away the whole
point of voting, because what is voting if
you have to vote?” he said. “I'll go on re-
cord and vote against it even though I'm
technically not allowed to supposedly, just
Lo see what happens, I don't know if they'd
come lock me up or what, but 4-1 on that,
[ guess.”

Commissioner Mike Cella took an op-
portunity to state his agreement with Rol-
lins on the frivolous nature of the require-
ment, but that he felt like it’s just something
they have to do as part of the job.

“I agree with you that it is ministerial
in our duties to be able to do that. I don't
technically agree with the language, but

we don't get to decide that,” Cella said.
“The voter will ultimately get to decide
what they want to do with that when this
shows up on the ballot, so we're just mov-
ing that along and they’ll be able to make
that decision.”

The next topic for discussion came in
the form of two agreements between the
BCC, the school district and the sheriff’s
office regarding the funding of school re-
source officers first for the time between
July 1, 2018 and September 30, 2018, and
another agreement for the time period be-
tween October 1, 2018 and September 30,
2019.

The agreements outline who pays what
going forward with the three-party co-
operation for meeting the state require-
ment for school resource officers. In the
first agreement that ends on Sept. 30 this
year, however, the current agreement has
the school board paying $245,000 for the
additional officers. Talks with representa-
tives from the district might result in a
different agreement being made with the
school board to allow the county to use
school facilities in return for their pay-
ment of that $245,000 plus about $43,000
capital expenses, altogether totaling about
$289.000.

Rollins and commissioner Diane Hutch-
ings — who also chairs the board of the
charter school St. Johns Classical Acad-

emy — took issue with the agreement, with
Hutchings saying they already pay the
school district money and should already
be able to use the facilities.

“My point is, and I'm going back to how
you all reacted when we wanted Lo use the
Thrasher Horne and we give them money,
S0 that's why this is putting kind of a ques-
tion in my mind,” she said, referring to a
bill they considered too expensive from the
Thrasher Horne Conference Center rental
for the county’s recent veteran apprecia-
tion event.

Rollins agreed, citing a recent event he
was involved in that was planned at Clay
Hill Elementary that had to be moved.

“At the last minute they shifted and
said, ‘Sorry, you can’t use the elementary
school,” and it wasn’t a conflict of sched-
uling, so I'm not sure where the conflict
was,” Rollins said. “I would say, generally,
that it would be helpful if the relationship
with the school district wasn't just when
they needed money, it was continued on
in terms of other facilities and that type
of thing.”

Following these comments, Cella came
forward with some additional information
about the use of facilities, which has been
an arrangement he’s tried to organize since
being elected to the board.

“Programs that are organized and su-
pervised, those are things we can't do as

a community because we don’t have an in-
door recreation facility,” he said. “So we
turn to schools, which should be the com-
munity center for our different neighbor-
hoods, and I'm sure we can work it out.”

According to Gella his hometown hosts
events for kids at the various schools and
helps build a sense of community, and with
this agreement on the table he thought this
would finally be the time to make things
happen.

“My feeling was that we have some-
thing they are in need of at this point in
time so this would be a good opportunity to
tie those two together. I talked to the Coun-
ty Manager about maybe a three-year deal
and the superintendent was amenable, at
least from what [ saw at the last meeting,
that he would, under the first three years,
take that cost on in terms of maintenance,”
Cella said. “Kids in this community have
been waiting long enough for a program
that they can take advantage of. Move
them off the couch and out from in front of
computer screens and phones and let them
run around a little bit.”

Once the board had heard these terms,
they agreed to vote the agreements through
unanimously with the expectation that the
school board would allow the county to use
their facilities for three years in exchange
for the county’s payment of that $289,000.
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Davis said he has a shared goal with Dan-
iels to put school resource officers in every
school across the county.

“I aspire to put SROs in all of the
schools, but right now we don’t have the
[financial]resources to do that,” Davis
said. “We're doing what we can while still
focusing on teaching and learning. We can't
remove instruction and curriculum and
continue to provide accelerated opportuni-
ties for our students to compete not just
locally but nationally.”

Daniels cited the July 1 deadline for
the school district to submit a list of ap-
plicants” names to the sheriff who will

then move into the 144 hours of training
required by the state for those chosen as
guardians.

“There are people who, a liltle over
30 people, have applied to fill the roles
as guardians. It's kinda odd because the
people have to already be employees of
the school district to even be considered
for guardians,” Daniels said. “The spirit of
the way that the law is written was so that
a current school employee who has a con-
cealed weapons permit, who wants to be
in this program, would be in the program.
But the district went a different route, or
is going a different route, and they're hir-
ing from the outside and gonna make these
people employees.”

Daniels said he's not concerned with
whether or not they're current employees

as long as they pass a background check,
psychological examination and other re-
quirements involved in the 3.5-week train-
ing course. Daniels said that every time he
gets the opportunity he asks Davis for the
list of names, seemingly concerned with
the amount of time it would take to train
the guardians, but that he should be fine as
long as he has the list by the July 1 dead-
line.

Davis said the district is treating the
process with great importance, and they
have had almost double the number of
applicants that Daniels cited who are al-
ready undergoing interviews with a panel
of experts who Davis pulled to help with
the hiring.

“We have had over 65 apply, and we
have been vetting internally this week,”

Davis said. “Included on the panel is a dep-
uty from the sheriff’s office to make sure
we are selecting the right individuals.”

Davis continued about the district’s
joy in the amount of interest they have
received for the positions, and that he is
working to get the candidates’ information
to the sheriff as soon as possible to get
training underway.

“We are excited about the pull with 65
candidates, we'll be able to narrow that
down to 30 candidates and probably send
more than 30 to the training,” Davis said.
“We are excited that the Sheriff is willing
to work with us to fulfill that need while we
seek additional funding that would place
SROs in every school. We'll have the list to
him this week so they have it in hand a few
weeks early.”

Gerardo Valdehueza Achas

Gerardo Valdehueza Achas passed
away on Saturday, June 2, 2018. Aaron
and Burney Bivens Funeral Home, 529
Kingsley Avenue, Orange Park, Florida
32073 (904) 264-1233.

John S. Blair

John S. Blair passed away on Tuesday,
June 5, 2018. Aaron and Burney Bivens
Funeral Home, 529 Kingsley Avenue,
Orange Park, Florida 32073 (904) 264-
1238.

Irene M. Little

Irene M. Little, 94, passed away on
May 21, 2018. Aaron and Burney Bivens
Funeral Home, 529 Kingsley Avenue, Or-
ange Park, FL 32073, (904) 264-1233.

Obituari

Joy Smith Park

Joy Smith Park, 67 of Green Cove
Springs, FL passed away June 6, 2018
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Fu-
neral Home and Cremation Center 2335
Sandridge Road Green Cove Springs, FL
32043 904-284-7720 www.RHRFH.com
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George O. Zavakos

George O. Zavakos, 79, of Jacksonville,
FL, passed away June 6, 2018

Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)

284-4000
@roadu's.\\‘b
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Funeral Home
www.broadusraines.com

Doris Boyd Woodcock Fortner

Doris Boyd Woodcock Fortner, 69, of
Anderson, SC, passed away June 6, 2018.
Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)

284-4000

K
@roadus <
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Funeral Home
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Emma Jean Smith

Emma Jean Smith, 75, of Orange Park,
FL, passed away June 6, 2018

Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)
284-4000
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Ruth Viola Sheaffer Shively

Ruth Viola Sheaffer Shively, 80, of
Middleburg, FL, passed away June 7,
2018.

Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)
284-4000
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SCPO Richard Calloway

SCPO Richard Calloway, USN, Ret., 74,
of Fleming Island, FL, passed away June
11, 2018

Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)
284-4000
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Staff Sergeant Anthony Musico
Staff Sergeant Anthony Musico, USA,
Ret., 82, of Fleming Island, FL, passed
away June 9, 2018.
Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)
284-4000
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Christopher D. Schenkel

Christopher D. Schenkel, 42, of Orange
Park, FL, passed away June 6, 2018

Broadus Raines Funeral Home, 501
Spring St., Green Gove Springs, FL (904)
284-4000
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Lester Clinton “LC” Clark

Lester Clinton "LC" Clark, 89 of Green
Cove Springs, FL passed away June 13,
2018

Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Fu-
neral Home and Cremation Center 2335
Sandridge Road Green Cove Springs, FL
32043 904-284-7720 www.RHRFH.com
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Clay Today All County softball

Davis on the mound fuels
Knights'second title run

Bad bounce foils second title

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF — Not only did Madyson Davis
throw a bucket load of strikeouts against
the toughest batting lineups in Florida, she
single-handedly made a leaping stab of a
near-foul pop up that secured a second
championship game for her Oakleaf High
Lady Knights softball team.

“All T wanted to do was beat that Lake-
wood Ranch team so we could go to the fi-

nal,” said Davis. “Some coaches say pitch-
ers should not go after balls like that, but
[ know I have to go get balls like that. I
remember jumping across the line and
making the catch.”

Davis, who ended the season with a
18-2 season record behind 124 strikeouts
and a 0.94 earned runs average, is se-
lected as the Clay Today softball Player of
the Year for her mound presence for the
2018 Oakleaf season. Davis becomes the
second consecutive pitcher for Oakleafl to
be named the Clay Today All County player

SEE SOFTBALL, 20

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO
Oakleaf High junior pitcher Madyson Davis handled the best bats in Florida to put the Lady
Knights within one run of back-to-back state titles.

North Florida Wrestling Academy wrestler Hunter Harrington pushes hard to get his
opponents shoulders to the mat at the Oakleaf High Summer Invitational held Saturday.
Harrington and NFWA teammates will be gearing up for Disney Duals national high school
wrestling tournament in Orlando on June 23-28.

NEW WAKE BOATS

NHLI TIQLIE

Florida SOL FC undefeated

Nimitz named SOL head coach

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

FLEMING ISLAND — Fleming Island High
graduate and soccer ace Katie Nimitz has
found her way to a handful of coaching ex-
periences since her 2013 graduation and
playing time at Lynn University in South
Florida with goalie camps at the Clay
County Soccer Complex and, most recent-
ly, as assistant coach at Quincy University
(IL) (Div. 1I).

“I was just looking through the NCAA
jobs site and saw an opening at Quincy and
applied,” said Nimitz, who has guided the
Clay County-based Florida SOL womens
professional team 10 an unbeaten season
start after a 2-1 win Saturday night over
the FC Surge out of Miami at the Clay
GCounty Soccer Complex. “I like it there and

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA
Clay High graduate Lissy Stoffel, now at
Florida Institute of Technology, battles for ball
in Florida SOL win over Miami.

SEE SOL, 22
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Alumnitpdates

FSU’s Rhett Aplin drafted
by Kansas City Royals

TALLAHASSEE — Rhett Aplin, Fleming Is-
land High baseball great and an FSU power
hitter at first base, has been drafted by the
Kansas City Royals in the 28th round of
this weeks Major League Baseball draft.
Aplin batted .301 for the Seminoles with
two homers and 35 runs batted in. Aplin,
who started 60 games for Florida State in
2018, also hit for 18 doubles. Aplin also
had a .919 fielding percentage at first
base with just two errors in 455 putout at-
tempts.

FSU, the Atlantic Coast Conference
champions with an 11-8 win over Louis-
ville, finished 43-19 in 2018 with a stint in
the NCAA tournament with losses to Sam-
ford and Mississippi State knocking the
Seminoles out in the NCAA regions. FSU
coach Mike Martin became the winningest
coach in NCAA baseball in 2018 surpass-
ing 1,000 wins.

A Man’s Home
Is His Castle

Every King Needs A
Place To Call His Own!
Let Island Realty Help Find
Your Special Place
(moat not included)

For information call (904) 215-2910

ISLAND REALTY, i

667 Kingsley Ave.
Orange Park

CHS alum Andy Toelken
to Arizona Diamondbacks

COLUMBIA, Mo. — Former Clay High pitch-
er Andy Toelken, here celebrating a region
playoff win in the Blue Devils" 2014 state
runnerup season, was drafted in the 19th
round of the Major League Baseball draft
by the Arizona Diamondbacks. Toelken has
been a standout relief pitcher for the Uni-
versity of Missouri the past two years after
two years at St. Johns River State College.
Toelken had 11 starts at Missouri with
127.2 innings pitched with 21 relief ap-
pearances and finished with a 2.53 earned
runs against average.

CHS alum Dunning named to
Southern League All Stars

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— The Birmingham Bar-
ons are proud to announce that outfielder
Eloy Jimenez, shortstop Danny Mendick,
starter Dane Dunning, relief pitcher lan
Hamilton, and catchers Zack Collins and
Seby Zavala will represent the Barons in
the 2018 Southern League All-Star Game.
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“It’s an honor to host the 2018 South-
ern All-Star Game on June 19 and we look
forward to providing Birmingham a fun and
memorable event. Each year the Southern
League All-Star Game includes the biggest
Major League Prospects and 2018 will
continue that tradition,” Barons General
Manager Jonathan Nelson said. “Our Bar-
ons All-Stars are certainly well-deserved
and we look forward to seeing them per-
form on this stage at Regions Field.”

Dunning, 23, and a Clay High graduate,
was added to the North Division roster on
June 11. Since joining the Barons on April
26, the right-hander has been one of the
club’s best hitters, posting a 4-2 record
with a 3.22 ERA (18 ER in 50.1 IP) with a
team-high 55 strikeouts over nine starts.
The Barons have done well to back their
starter, as they are 7-2 when Dunning toes
the rubber this season. This represents the
first career All-Star selection for the White
Sox No. 6 prospect and the No. 66 prospect
in all of baseball according to MLB.com.

The six players will play for the North
Division on their home field for the All-Star
game on Tuesday, June 19 at Regions Field
at 7:05 p.m. Players were picked from a
vote of Southern League general manag-
ers, field managers, broadcasters, and
media.

— Courtesy of the Birmingham Barons

FIHS alum Cooley named NAIA
All-American

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Faulkner Universi-
ty's Reese Cooley has been named an NAIA
second team All-American the home office
announced June 5 via an NAIA press re-
lease.

The senior outfielder who played at
Fleming Island High School helped lead
the Eagles to a 54-9 record and their sixth
consecutive NAIA World Series appear-
ance this season.

Cooley was also named the Southern
States Athletic Conference Player of the
Year and was a two-time league Player of

the Week selection.

He batted .385
over 57 games while \
knocking in 51 runs i
on 69 hits which in- [
cluded a team-high
15 homer runs and
13 doubles. Cooley B
also scored 64 runs of
his own and stole 17 bases on 19 attempts.

Cooley started his college career at
Chipola Junior College in Florida before
transferring to Faulkner.

OHS Mauloni named frosh
All-American

JACKSONVILLE — After his record-break-
ing season at Jacksonville University,
freshman relief pitcher Chris Mauloni is
now adding more accolades on the base-
ball field.

Mauloni, an Oakleaf High School gradu-
ate, was selected Monday as a first-team
freshman All-America selection by the Na-
tional Collegiate Baseball Writers Associa-
tion.

In his first year with the Dolphins, Mau-
loni recorded 20 saves to tie for the NCAA
Division I lead and set a new single-season
school record at JU.

He finished the season with a record of
3-2, an earned run average of 2.53, and
a rate of one and a half strikeouts per in-
ning to help JU reach the postseason for
the first time since 2011.

— Special from JUDolphins.com

questions:

the outdoor light

address (if using the online form)

How to report a problem with a
Clay Electric outdoor light

If you are aware of an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on Clay Electric
Cooperative’s lines, call 1-800-224-4917 to report the problem, or visit
www.clayelectric.com and fill out the online form.

When reporting the problem, you will need to provide the following information so
the co-op can make the appropriate repair, and contact you should there be any

(1) Specific street address where the outdoor light is located
(2) A description of where the outdoor light is located on the property
(3) A description of the nature of the malfunction or failure of illumination of

(4) Sufficient contact information to include your name, address, telephone
number, account number (if a Clay Electric Cooperative member) and email

c Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ?Q

This ad is printed in compliance with Florida Statute 768.1382.
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Nadler returns to
smash Pies’ 5K field

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

JACKSONVILLE — Keystone Heights High
grad Enoch Nadler has the 2020 U.S. Olym-
pic Trials Marathon in Atlanta on his back
bumper, but, on the way, the fleet-footed
road racer made a stop in downtown Jack-
sonville Saturday night for a “speed” test.

“Five seconds faster than last year, I'll
take it,” said Nadler, 32, who now heads
up the Florida Track Club elite racing team
in Gainesville. “This is the last race of the
spring. I had my two fastest track 5Ks
beating my college times, my fastest 1500
meters and now this, my favorite race of
the year.”

Nadler not only revved his engine in de-
fense of his title from last, but blasted the
field with a five second improvement of last
year’s time.

“I credit a lot of the speed these past
two years with training with fast people,”
said Nadler, a standout runner for the Uni-
versity of Florida after leaving Keystone
Heights. “Our elite club improves each day
and gives me a core group of fast runners
to train with and that’s key. It’s very tough
to train hard by yourself and my team
keeps me sharp.”

From the starting cannon’s smoke-filled

blast, Nadler exploded off the start line to
put the chase on the women’s field who
had started two minutes earlier and had a
$100 Equalizer bonus attached to the en-
deavor. With the Equalizer bonus as part
of the equation, the first runner across the
line; male or female, would capture the ex-
tra prize money.

“It definitely is a worthy chase,” said
Nadler. “I was coming here to test myself
and go fast, but the extra cash on the line
makes it more exciting.”

Nadler would not take long to catch
early womens race leader Ani Veltcheva, a
14 year old phenom and a two time Florida
middle school state cross country champ
out of Gainesville’s Abraham Lincoln Mid-
dle School, who tested Nadler’s resolve in
the first two laps with her own seemingly-
suicidal pace that put the stellar women’s
field on notice.

With racers taking a figure eight course
from the Landing around the CSX build-
ing and in front of the Florida Times Union
Center, Velicheva kept her substantial lead
on the women for two laps while Nadler
hunted her down by ping-ponging around
the women’s field on the first of the four
laps.

By lap three, Nadler had taken control

Fest

NE
2 u& 24

CQaturday & Sunday

2nd Annual

Waterm

of both fields and pushed his 4:40 per mile
pace 1o the finish line for a 14:32 time with
Tyler Stahl, 21, a very distant second at
15:28. R.J. Dorazil, 39, took third in 16:05.
One other area athlete, Oakleafl High ju-
nior Dylan Nelson, 16, finished seventh in
17:00.

For Veltcheva, the pass by Nadler on
lap three put a damper on her courageous
start with veterans Crystal Davis and
Claudia Jalon, both 24, giving chase with
Jacksonville's Julie Stackhouse still in the
three-racer mix.

On the final lap, Davis, a frequent racer
in Orange Park, tapped on the accelerator
just enough in the final 600 yard stretch in
front of the Time Union Center to hold off
Jalon for the top prize in 17:48. Jalon fin-
ished second in 17:52 with Veltcheva hav-

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO
Keystone Heights High grad Enoch Nadler blasted the Run for the Ples 5K field Saturday night.

ing enough reserve to edge Stackhouse for
third with both clocked in at 18:11.

In the ensuing open Run for the Pies
bK, Steven Cartwright, 14, of Jacksonville,
held of a 1200 runner field to edge Brad
Smith, 48, of Ponte Vedra Beach, with a
winning 17:30 split by four seconds. Top
area male finisher was Josue Velazquez,
27, of Orange Park, in 16th at 18:42.

For the women'’s race, Val Kline, 32, of
Jacksonville, was top female in 19:25 for
39th overall over Orange Park's Belissa
Del Valle, 30,

Keystone Heights High School miler
Camryn Williams, 14, won her age group
in 21:24. John Keester 1V, 12, of Fleming
Island, won his age group in 18:30. Joe
Rivera, 51, of Orange Park, won his age
group in 19:00.

MARY MOSSMAN INSPIRED

FRIDAY, JULY 6

MOSSMAN HALL, MELROSE

ART DISPLAYED FROM MARY MOSSMAN INSPIRED ART CONTEST
APPETIZERS, DESSERTS, BAR AND MUSIC

Plan to be a part of the

ART CONTEST

6:00-9:00PM

Oam-5pm

Art & Crafts Train Rides & Pony
Ice Cold Watermelon Free Hula Hoop Contest

Free Water Slide Vendors

Grilled Watermelon Watermelon Wine Slush Mixes
Free Bounce Houses Free Corn Hole

Delicious Food Watermelon Fudge

Live Entertainment Free Watermelon Samples
Free Petting Farm Seed Spitting Contest
Watermelon Eating Contest Watermelon Bingo

Free Sack Races Free Inside Toddler Play Area
Whole Watermelons Watermelon Smoothies
Cutest Baby Contest Face Painting

Karaoke Free Coloring Contest

Wacky Watermelon Games Photo Op & Much More!

e CLAY COUNTY
\ Admission ¥ EAIRGROUNDS

With thie coupon 2497 SR 16 W, Green Cove Springs
or a canned good. 195 exit 318 - SR 16 W, (go past US 17).
% Benefite Creen Cove -295 exit 10, take US 17 S to C.R. 315,
Qpringe Food Pantry. g0 4 miles turn right on SR 16.

EREEIPARKING! (386) 860-0092

www.ClayCountyFest.com

\ Limit 6

Art entries should commemorate or
honor Mary H. Mossman'’s life and
her service to the community through
teaching, readings and healing of others.

Art contest Entry Fee is $10.00, payable upon

submission and acceptance of art work to Gallery 26
(Sponsorship or waivers are available on an individual basis).

Art contest submissions of entry deadline is on June
29th, 2018 Gallery hours to drop off artwork:
Mon 10-2 Sat/Sun 12-5. Or by appt: 786 371 6689
The following art showing and announcement of
winners will be held at Gallery 26’s Art Walk,
Friday, July 6th, between 6-9 pm.

FIRST PRIZE: Half Ounce Gold American Eagle coin ($700 value)
SECOND PRIZE: Quarter Ounce Gold American Eagle coin ($350 value)
THIRD PRIZE: Tenth Ounce Gold American Eagle coin ($140 value)
Additional prizes and gift certificates are available for various categories and honorable mentions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE GONTACT:
Laura @ (352) 502-9700 or Email: lauraslaback@aol.com d B ’ =
CO SPONSORED BY THE KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD HERALD $¥§ \ .

~
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of the year with last year's winner, Kelsey
Sweatt, now at University of South Caroli-
na-Upstate.

“I feel like the pitcher and catcher
should be the top two players to lead the
team’s defense,” said Davis. “There was a
lot of pressure though, but Angela (catcher
Angela Agurkis) was so important. A catch-
er is so important to a pitcher. She sees
things with my mechanics and keeps me
straight.”

Against Lakewood Ranch in the 8A
semifinal, a team that had beaten the
Knights earlier in the season in nine in-
nings, Davis ended a dramatic pitcher’s
duel with the snag of a flyball on the final
out of the day to preserve the 1-0 win for
Oakleaf. Davis' lone regular loss was an
8-4 decision in March to Bartram Trail.

In the championship game against
Hagerty, a 1-0 loss, Davis was beset by an
odd bounce off third base that allowed the
lone run of the day.

“The batter had two strikes on her and
[ threw her a really nasty curve ball that
should have been a curve,” said Davis.
“She should have been out and we should
have been at bat. I threw a screwball next
and she hit it right at the bag (third base).
All T was thinking in the dugout is to keep
the team pumped up for our at bats.”

With three Clay County teams making
it to the Final Four tournaments; Keystone

THE MOST FANTASMAGORICAL
STAGE MUSICAL IN THE

PRESENTING SPONSOR Snyaer

HEATING and AIR CONDITIONING

GET THE

— FAMILY 4-PACK
ATICKETS FOR JUST $149°!

Call the box office today for details.
“Restrictions apply.

BUY YOUR TICKETS!
Q04-641-1212
alhambrajax.com

Above: Clay High freshman right fielder
Paolo Jorge-Silva earned h er start in the 10th
game and became a big bat for the Lady Blue
Devils.

Center: Oakleaf High senior Rebecca Koskey
was one of best batters in county with four
homers and 35 RBIs.

Above right: Keystone Heights speedster
Ashleigh Jennings manned centerfield for the
Lady Indians while blazing base paths for 40
stolen bases.

Bottom right: Clay High senior first baseman
Sydney Lewis was best at sacrifice bunts and
was nearly flawless in the field.

Heights (5A), Clay (6A) and Oakleaf (8A),
the abundance of talent spread around the
county was quite possibly the best in the
history of the county. Clay and Keystone
Heights both lost in their semifinals while
Oakleaf lost in the 8A championship game.

Behind Davis, the Oakleaf defense and
two members of the Clay Today All County
first team included third baseman Baylee
Goddard and second baseman Rebecca Ko-
skey, both returners to the first team ros-
ter. Koskey, a senior, proved her value to
the Oakleaf not only with her team-leading
35 runs batted in and four homers off a
.449 batting average, but by transitioning
from her right field slot to becoming one
of the best second baseman in Florida as
coach Christina Thompson looked to re-
place a stellar graduating class of 2017.

“I know I have a good defense behind
me,” said Davis. “We lost some really good
players, but this year’s squad came togeth-
er and made the defense just as good. Bay-
lee is probably the hardest batter for me to
get out because she is so strong. It’s good
for me because I face her and Rebecca and
Angela many times during practice and I
think it helps me when I face other teams
knowing I've already faced some of the best
batters around.”

Goddard, a junior, was her usual in-
tensely steady defender of the hot corner
while her power at bat was evident with
a walkoff homer to keep the Knights in the
championship hunt at the prestigious Kis-
simmee Klassic and a third base appear-
ance in the final inning of the state cham-
pionship game that ended with a groundout

with two outs. Goddard's batting average
was a tad lower than 2017 mainly because
opposing coaches were well aware of her
batting power. Oakleaf’s 1-4 batting lineup:;
Katie Kistler, Koskey, Goddard and Angela
Agurkis formed one of the more formidable
set of bats in the country.

Finishing off the infield are shortstop
Molly Crawford, a Keystone Heights senior
speedster, and first baseman Sydney Lewis
of Clay. Crawford was built for speed and
created a sense of hurry in opposing de-
fenses with her raw speed to first base on
would-be routine ground balls. Crawford
had 42 runs batted in with three homers
and 17 stolen bases.

Lewis, with 21 runs batted in to lead
the Blue Devils, was masterful as a baser-
unner mover with her bunting prowess (13
successful sacrifice bunts) for coach and
dad Matl Lewis, plus her field leadership
at first base; six errors in 57 touches with
two double plays.

“Sydney’s best game was a three RBI
day against Trinity Christian (4A runn-
erups) that had her nail a squeeze bunt for
the third run and the win,” said Matt Lew-
is. “She was solid at first base with just six
errors in 387 opportunities.”

Behind the plate, Oakleaf catcher Ange-
la Agurkis, with a strong .436 batting aver-
age with three homers, added to her mys-
tique as a top powerhitter in Florida with
some well-place scoring bunts as coach
Christina Thompson employed a handful
of suicide squeeze bunts for game-winning

opportunities. Agurkis, one of the more vo-
cal defensive leaders for the Knights, also
had 27 RBIs.

In the outfield, left field belongs to Oak-
leal speedster Destiny Pacetti with Key-
stone Heights' senior Ashleigh Jennings
manning centerfield and Clay freshman
Paolo Jorge-Silva showing some prowess
from the right field grass not only with her
bat but also with her cannon arm. Jorge-
Silva, with her .328 batting average and a
late flurry of hits in the post season, will be
a key player for Clay in 2019. Jorge-Silva
had just two errors in 23 touches for an 87
percent fielding percentage.

“Paolo was our newcomer of the year
with her first start in the 10th game,” said
Lewis. “Her two run single against West
Florida (region final win 5-1) put that
game out of reach. She was in top three of
many offensive categories for us.”

The Clay Today First Team pitcher is
Clay High's Morgan Crutcher, just a sopho-
more, who time and time throughout the
Lady Blue Devils” playoff run to the Final
Four was the catalyst for Clay’s defense.
Crutcher struck out 146 batters with her
14 wins and a 1.315 earned runs average.

“Morgan had a nine inning playoff win,
2-1, over Ridgeview in the region semifinal
and a 2-1 win in regular season play as two
huges games for us plus the win over West
Florida,” said Lewis. “In 14 games she did
not give up an earned run, but 17 unearned
runs were scored. She also had eight shut-
outs.”
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Clay Today
All County Softball

Player of Year
Madi Davis, Pitcher, Junior, Oakleaf A N D
First Team

Pitcher
Morgan Crutcher, CHS, Jr. (10-8, 114 Ks, 1.66ERA)

Flying McCoys In the Bleachers

Sydney lewis, CHS, Sr. (:313BA)

© 2018 Andi McMeel S i i 6/14
Second base T GoCmCs ComtheBIeacherS MeRE-
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Rebecca Koskey, OHS, Sr.
Shortstop

Molly Crawford, Keystone Heights, senior: Shortstop batted .409 for the
o feyone e p e No PaIN No
Indians with 16 doubles, one triple and three homers, 42 RBIs with 23 runs G/D\I
scored and 17 stolen bases; .699 slugging percentage 2 N MARATHOM
Third base § ST A RT
Baylee Goddard, OHS, Jr. (19 stolen bases) §
Left Field g
g

Destiny Pacetti, OHS, Sr. (.355BA, 18RBIs, 14 of 14 stolen bases)

Center Field

Ashleigh Jennings, KHHS, Sr. (Leadoff batter for Indians who batted .524,
often tumning routine groundouts into hits because of her speed, with three
doubles, 17 RBIs, 43 runs scored and 40 stolen bases; signed with FAU)
Right Field

Paolo Jorge Silva, CHS, Fr. (.328BA, 11RBIs, 1Triple, .913 field percentage)
Catcher —n_\e\l \Neﬁe{\\ 1 TQQ THRTLLQD SOUT

Angela Aqurkis, OHS, Jr. (436BA, 3HRs, 27RBIs, 12Doubles)
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Pitcher ®
Morgan Kendrick, FIHS, Freshman (151Ks, 1.78ERA, 8-4, 370BA) Non - sequltur

Catcher ' , C'NAON, JONMY, VST GO
Bailey Story, KHHS, Sr. (6 Triples, 34 RBIs, .562BA)Team-best .550 batting DoWN AND AEK |T To _~
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First Base
Tiara Peters, FIHS, Sr. (24RBIs, .382BA, 2Hrs) YOU’ RE' NOT
Second Base M.l \:\ARWI‘TH

Skylar Rollins, KHHS, Sr. (456BA, 16RBIs, 1Triple, 2Doubles, 14 stolen
bases)

Shortstop

Marianne McDonald, CHS, Jr. (.373BA, 13RBIs, 8 Doubles, 4 Sac/Bunts, 8
Stolen bases)

Third base

Morgan Grimm, FIHS, Sr. (88 percent field percentage, 2 Double plays,
14RBIs)

Left Field

(arrington Robinson, OPHS, Sr.

(enterfield
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Katie Kistler, OHS, So. (431BA, 17 RBIs, 13 doubles, 29 runs scored, 22~ TATANOIST-BY ANDRENS IHEEL SNDIATION WILENINK@EARTILINK.NET - GOCOMICA-CON

stolen bases in 25 attempts)
Right field

Lexi Northway KHHS, Sr. (Hit .511 with three doubles, 10 RBIs, 23 runs )
scored and 22 stolen bases) Real Llfe Adventures UNIVERSAL
Sudoku Puzzle

MHS: Hunter Padgett 28, Payton Mahon 1B, Haleigh Wright OF, Emily
Stewart OF

SJCDS: Bhealor Young INF (22RBIs), Maddie Wilkes SS (4HRs, .531BA),
Brianna Enter P (8-3-1, 97Ks, 1.89 ERA, 21RBIs, .511BA), Natalia Burnsed
1B (27RBIs, 405BA), Linsey Amett C (4528A)

5

6 2
5

DIFFICULTY RATING: % % % % 3%

Honorable mention i LIFE 75 SO UNFA/R.,. 1;. Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
(HS: Haley Stone 3B (8 Doubles), Charlotte Denapoli CF/P (5 Sac. bunts, 5 s contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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262ERA, 24Ks) i Y S wHA ;‘ E 6 7 2 =
FIHS: Sammy Dill CF/P (1.12 ERA, 4-0), Maya Littles (.323, 10RBIs, THR), F HAPPENEDS a
Mady Lanoux SS (471BA, 3HRs, 13RBIs, 5Errors in 50 touches, 2 Double weEe BoOoUHT A NEW ) 3 1 5 4
Plays) PATI0 UMBRELLA L AST 3 4 1

. ) . FALL. OVER THE WINTER,
RHS: Sarah Anderson 3B (.333BA), Raven Little 1B, Brittany Michael P A AIOUSE CHEWED A
(106K, 11-2-0), Brooke Michael C, Hannah Foster SS HOLE IN 1T 6 3 1
OHS: Madison Mifsud (.303BA), Cambria Arturo P (7-1-1, 75K, 1-09 ERA); wows. T wised T
KHHS: Megan Moncrief P (2.48ERA, 11-4, 28Ks, 3108A) HAD THG' W ORDS 1 2 4 8
OPHS: Ramsy Phillips 2B, Addyson Mauldin C (.351BA, 2HRs), Kayla Saun- TO COMEORT Yoo, 5 8
ders OF Jenna Hiers P

0ON(W

© 2018 Andrews McMeel Syndication




22 CLAY TODAY « June 14,2018

CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

wijct

HIGHLIGHTS

POV: Quest — Tuesday, June 19 at 11 p.m. on WICT-TV
Follow Chris “Quest” and Christine’a “Ma Quest” Raine?/1 over 8 years

as they support a community of hip-hop artists in P

THE
FLORIDA

iladelphia

THE FLORIDA ROUNDUP
Fridays at 1PM on 89.9FM

. WICT's Melissa Ross co-hosts
this weekly statewide discus-

ROUN DU P ? sion about the issues making an

impact around Florida.

1A
Weekdays at TOAM on 89.9FM

With a name inspired by the fir-

st amendment, 74 invites you to

join the conversation and speak
freely. Joshua Johnson hosts.

O For more information visit wjct.org

Quincy University head coach Dave Musso, left, and former Fleming Island High goalie Katie
Nimitz were named NCAA Div. Il Midwest region Staff of the Year for women’s soccer.

from page 17

the team did great this season; Sweet 16
in the NCAA Division II tournament and a
final 11th seed finish. I get to work on my
master’s degree 100.”

Nimitz, who coaches the Florida SOL
with St. Johns Country Day School gradu-
ate Annie Bobbitt, said her Quincy team
won the regular season record (17-4-1)
in the Great Lakes Valley Conference, fin-
ished as runnerups to McKendree Univer-
sity in the conference championship, but
had a strong enough season to get into the
NCAA tournament. Quincy had 13 shutouts
and allowed just 17 goals for the season to
get the Quincy coaching staff; head coach
Dave Musso, Nimitz and volunteer assis-
tant Cody Smith as the Midwest Region
Staff of the year. Musso has been GIVC
coach of the year four times and this year
was his second region coach of the year.

Nimitz, in her first season with Quincy,
coached goalkeeper Megan Swanson to 17
wins (tied for most in a single-season), 13
shutouts (second most in a single-season)
and 91 saves (third most in a single-sea-
son).

Quincy, the No. 2-seed, finished with a
2-1 win over Bellarmine in the NCAA sec-
ond round before losing to top-seed Grand
Valley State 3-1 in the quarterfinals.

In Florida SOL's Saturday’s home victo-
ry, coming after a 5-0 season opening win
over Puerto Rico Pride on June 4, Florida
SOL scored late in the first half then quick-
ly into the second half to get the two goals
for the win.

With only five minutes left to play in the
first half, Fleming Island High's Brianna
Paige, now at Nova Southeastern, took a
feed from Oakleaf High's Nicolette Conte,
now at University of West Georgia, and
beat the Surge keeper to get the first point
of the game. The blast at the 40 minute
mark gave SOL some solace going into the
half break.

At the 43 minute mark, local favorite
and Clay High alum Liz Fogarty, now at
Mississippi State, found hersel<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>